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M£NT  OF  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  OV  GBBAT  BBITAIN 

AND  IBEIiAND* 


■*w*- 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS* 

I'uESDAT,  Januaby  21,  1806* 

^Hfi  House  met  at  three  o'clock,  when  his  Majest/8 
-^  RoyA  commission  was  read,  authorising  several  of  the 
Great  Officers  of  Stale,  and  a  number  of  other  Noble  Peers 
therein  named,  or  any  five  of  them,  to  open  the  Parliament 
Inhisnanie. 

The  Archbishop  of  Caivterburjy  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  EUenborough,  Lord  Hawkc»bury,  and  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  acted  as  Commissioners  under  the  Royal  au- 
thority, and  the  following  most  gracious  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  was  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  t 

My  Lords  and  Gtnitemen, 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  to  us  by  his  Mbl* 
jesty's  Commission,  under  the  Great  Seal,  amongst  othet 
things,  to  declare  the  cause  of  his  holding  this  parliament^ 
his  Majesty  has  directed  us  particularly  to  call  your  at>* 
tention  to  the  most  decisive  success  with  which  Providence 
has  vouchsafed  to  bless  his  Majesty's  arms  at  sea  since  you 
were  last  assembled  in  parliament. 

The  activity  and  perseverance  of  his  Majesty's  Siceis  have 

t^m  conspicuously  displayed  in  the  punuit  and  attack  of 

the  different  squadrons  of  the  enemy,  and  every  encounter 

has  tet^oinated  to  the  honour  of  the  British  flag,  and  the* 
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diminution  ofllie  naval  force  af  the  powers  with  whom  his 
Majesty  is  at  war;  but  the  victory  obtained  over  th« 
combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  off  Cape  Trafalgar^ 
manifested,  beyond  any  exploit  recorded  even  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  Britbh  navy,  the  skill  and  enterprise  of  his  Ikia* 
jesty 'g  officers  and  seamen ;  and  the  destruction  of  so  large 
a  proportion  of  the  naval  stiength  of  the  enemy,  has  not 
only  confirmed,  in  the  most  signal  manner,  the  maritime 
superiority  of  this  country,  but  has  essentially  contributed 
to  the  security  of  his  Majesty's  dominions. 

His  Majesty  most  deeply  regrets  that  the  day  of  that  me- 
morable triumph  should  have  been  unhappily  clouded 
with  the  fall  of  the  heroic  commander  under  whom  it  was 
achieved,  and  he    is  persuaded  that  you  wiU  feel  that 

.  this  lamented  bat  glorious  termination  of  a  series  of  tran- 
scendent exploits  claims  a  distinguished  expression  of  the 
lasting  gratitude  of  the  country  ;  and  that  you  will  there* 
fore  cheerfully  concur  in  enabling  his  Majesty  to  annex  to 
those  honours  which  he  has  conferred  on  the  family  of  the 
late  Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  such  a  mark  of  national  muni- 
ficence as  may  preserve  to  the  latest  posterity  the  memory 
of  his  name  and  services,  and  the  benefit  of  his  great  ex- 

,  ample. 

His  Majesty  has  commanded  us  further  io  inform  you, 
that  while  the  superiority  of  his  arms  at  sea  has  been  thw 
uniformly  asserted  and  maintained,  be  has  not  been  want« 
ning  in  his  endeavours  to  apply  the  means  which  were  so 
liberally  placed  at  his  disposal  in  aid  of  such*  of  tfhe  powers 
of  the  Continent,  as  evinced  a  determination  io  resist  the 
formidable  and  growing  encroachments  of  France.  He 
has  directed  the  several  treaties  entered  into  for  this  pur- 
pose to  be  laid  before  you ;  and  though  he  cannot^M 
deeply  lament  that  the  events  of  the  war  in  Germany  hav« 
disappointed  hiy  bopes,  and  led  to  an  uhfavourab^  issm^ 

yet 
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yet  his  Majesty  feels  confident,  that  upon  a  refview  of  the 
steps  which  he  has  taken,  you  will  be  of  opinion  that 
he  has  left  nothing  undone  on  his  part  to  sustain  the 
efforts  of  his  allies,  and  that  he  has  acted  in  strict  coa* 
fonnity  to  the  princijdes  declared  by  him  and  recognized 
by  Parliament  as  essential  to  the  interests  and  security  of 
his  own  dominions,  ^»  well  aa  to  the  general  safety  of  the 
Continent. 

It  is  a  great  consolation  to  his  Majesty,  and  one  in  which 
he  is  persuaded  you  wiU  participate,  that  though  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany  has  felt  himself  compelled  to  withdraw 
from  the  contest,  his  Majesty  continues  to  receive  from  hi^ 
august  ally,  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  strongest  assu- 
rances of  unshaken  adherence  to  that  generous  and  enlight- 
ened policy  by  which  he  has  hitherto  been  actuated ;  ainl 
bis  Majesty  has  no  doubt  that  you  will  be  fully  sensible  of 
the  important  advantages  to  be  derived  from  preserving,  at 
all  times,  the  closest  and  most  intimate  connection  with  that 
sovereign. 

GaUleDim  of  the  House  of  Commons , 

His  Majesty  has  directed  th^  estimates  for  the  year  to  be 
laid  before  yon,  and  he  has  commanded  us  to  assure  you, 
that  they  are  framed  upon  the  scale  of  exertion  which  the 
present  situation  of  the  country  renders  indispensable.  His 
Majesty  fully  relies  upon  your  granting  him  such  supplies 
as,upoadue  deliberation,  the  public  exigencies  may  ap- 
pear to  require. 

It  is  his  earnest  wish  to  contribute,  by  every  means  in  his 
power,  to  alleviate  the  additiqnal  burthens  which  must  ne-* 
cessarily  be  imposed  upon  his  people :  and  with  this  view 
he  has  directed  the  sum  of  one  millijan  st^rUng^  part  of  the 
proceeds  arbing  from  the  sale  of  such  prizes  made  on  tha 
powo's  with  which  he  is  at  war,  as  are  by  law  vested  in  the 
CTQwiia  to  bQ  applied  to  the  public  service  of  the  year. 
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Mif  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

His^  Majesty  is  most  fully  persuaded,  that  whaterer  prido 
and  confidence  you  may  feel  in  common  with  him  in  the 
success  which  has  distinguished  the  British  arms  in  the 
course  of  the  present  contest,  you  will  be  sensible  how  much 
the  events  of  the  war  on  the  Continent,  by  which  the  pre-* 
dominant  power  and  influence  of  France  have  been  so  un<* 
happily  extended,  require  the  continuance  of  all  possible 
vigilance  ahd  exertion» 

Under  this  impression,  his  Majesty  trusts  thai  your  at« 
tention  will  b^  invariably  directed  to  the  improvement  of 
those  means  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  bravery  and  dis<« 
cipline  of  his  forces,  in  the  zeal  and  loyalty  of  every  class  of 
his  subjects,  and  in  the  unexhausted  resources  of  his  domi- 
nions, for  rendering  the  British  empire  invincible  at  home 
as  well  as  ^rmidable  abroad ;  satisfied  by  such  efforta 
alone,  the  contest  can  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  consistent 
with  the  safisty  and  ihdependanc^  of  the  country,  and  with 
its  rank  amongst  the  nations  of  the  world. 

Shortly  after  the  Speech  was  read,  the  Chancellor  being 
indisposed,  retired;  when  Lord  EUenborough  took  the 
woolsack, — JjoxA  Nelson  wasiptroduced,  and  took  theoaths 
imd  his  seat  as  an  earl. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown,  Marquis  Wellesley,  and 
Xord  St.  Jomi,  also  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats,  this  being 
the  first  time  of  theirappearing  in  their  places  inparliamait 
pince  their  accessiqn  to  their  present  titles. 

,A  bill  was  then  brought  in  by  Lord  Walsingham,  and 
yead  a  first  time,  according  to  the  established  usage  of  th^ 
house^  previous  to  the  Speech  being  taken  into  considera^t 
tion. 

His  Majesty's  njost  gracious  Speech  was  then  read  by 
Lord  Ellenborough  from  the  Woolsack,  and  afterwards  bw 
the  Clerk  ftt  the  table. 

ADDRESS  OK  THE  SPEECH, 

The  Earl  of  Essex  rose  to  move  an  Address  io  his  Ma^ 
jest^}  in  answer  to  the  S()eech  whicl^  had  b^eo  deliver^  in 
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bis  name.  The  noble  earl  assured  their  lordships  of  the  ex- 
treme diffidence  which  he  felt  in  addressing  them  on  such  a 
*«iibi<ct,  when  there  were  so  many  other  noble  lords  whose 
talents  were  far  more  eminently  suited  to  the  task.     Im- 

Eressed  with  this  feeling  it  was  not  his  intention  to  trespass 
mger  on  the  attention  of  their  lordships  than  was  barely 
necessary  to  introduce  the  Address,  which  he  meant  to 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  house  before  he  sat 
down.    The  importance  of  the  victory  which  was  obtained 
by  his  Majesty's  fleet  off  Cape  TrafalMr  was  a  subject  on 
which  he  was  convinced  there  would  be  but  one  sentiment 
of  every   noble  lord  who   heard  him,  but   one   feeling 
in  the  breast  of  every  Briton,  until  they  came  to  connect 
that  with  the  idea  of  the  great  loss  which  the  country  had 
sustained  thereby,  in  being  deprived  of  a  most  heroic  com- 
mander, whose  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  his 
country.     The  mark  of  royal  favour  which  was  given  to 
the  family  of  a  person  who  had  performed  such  meritorious 
services  to  the  state,  he  was  confident,  must  be  highly  grate* 
fill  io  the  feelings  of  every  Englishman.     His  lordship, 
however,  declared  that  he  was  equally  confident  that  par- 
liament would  see  that  something  further  was  necessary 
to  be  done,  and  that  consequently  such  an  immense  series 
of  the  most  glorious  exploits  as  had  been  performed  by 
that  truly  gallant  officer,  would   not  be   suffered  to  go 
unrewarcied  by  the  legislature  of  his  country.     In  ad  vert- 
ing to  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  by  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment towards  establishing  the  peace  and  ensunng  the 
future  safety  and  independance  of  Europe,  uoble  lords 
would  necessarily  perceive  that  it  was  but  fair  and  candid, 
that  it  was  no  more  than  a  becoming  token  of  respect  for  the 
high  assurance  which  they  had  given  them  of  such  an  en- 
deavour having  taken  place  to  abstain  from  from  any  obser* 
▼ation  until  they  had  the  official  documents  laid  upon  the 
table,  which  would  most  incontestably  prove  that  every 
thing  that  could  possibly  be  done,  was  done,  for  the  pre>- 
servation  of  the  honour  of  his  Majesty's  crown,  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  interests  of  this  country,  and  the  support 
of  our  allies.     In  the  mean  time  ho  would  only  call  upoa 
their  lordships  to  shew  the  world  that  the  country  was 
united  in  itself,  and  that  there  was  but  one  opinion  amongst 
them,  which  was  that  of  supporting  our  invaluable  consti* 
tution,  and  with  it  the  inde^iendance  and  permanent  seen* 
tiiy  pf  every  si;^tc  14  fiurape^  which  bad  manifested  aji 
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equal  desire  of  defending  its  freedom  and  its  property 
against  the  attacks  which  had  been  made  or  were  likety  to 
be  made  against  the  existence  of  both.  His  k>rdship  re- 
turned his  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  House  for  the  atten- 
tion which  had  been  paid  to  him,  and  expressed  hi^  most 
full  assurance  that  ereiv  opportunity  would  be  taken  to 
improve  the  means  with  wnich  it  had  pleased  Proyidenoe 
to  Sless  us  in  the  zeal  and  discipline  of  our  forces,  and  in 
the  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  the  people.  The  noble  lord 
then  moved  the  Address^  which  was  in  substance  ^  very 
guarded  echo  of  the  Speech. 

Ijord  Carleion  seconded  the  Address,  and  animadverted 
on  the  different  topics  of  his  Majesty's  Speech,  which  he 
conceived  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  n<>t  to  admit  of 
any  difference  of  opinion.  The^xploit^  of  the  late  Lord 
Nelson,  however,  he  observed,  were  so  resplendent,  that 
they  were  apt  at  the  moment  to  exclude  all  other  ideas 
from  the  mind.  After  pronouncing  a  very  high  eulogium 
on  the  character  of  that  illustrious  commander,  the  noble 
lord  adverted  to  the  victory  which  had  been  since  obtained 
by  Sir  R.  Strachan,  to  the  share  which  Lord  Collingwood 
was  entitled  to  in  the  honour  of  the  memorable  Slst  of 
October,  and  to  the  great  service  which  he  liad  rendered 
to  the  state  by  his  conduct  after  the  action.  There  was 
another  topic  which  it  occurred io  him  to  mention,  namely, 
the  severe  and  tiying  loss  which  his  Majesty  had  sustained 
in  his  own  family,  by  the  death  of  his  Ulustrious  brother, 
the  late  Duke  of  Gloucester.  This  was  an  event  at  which 
he  was  confident  their  lordships  would  be  as  unanimous  in 
the  expression  of  their  r^et,  on  account  of  the  many  vir-« 
tues  that  adorned  his  character,  as  they  would  be  in  de- 
daring  the  high  sense  they  entertained  of  the  services  of 
the  late  noble  and  gallant  commander.  Lord  Nelson,  and 
the  sorrow  which  they  must  feel  for  the  loss  which  the 
country  had  sustained  in  being  deprived  of  one  of  its  best 
commanders.  The  Uberal  mark  of  the  paternal  regard 
which  the  Sovereign  had  for  the  interests  ot  his  people,  in 
declaring  that  he  would  devote  to  the  <»public  service 
such  a  vast  proportion  of  the  money  which  was  his  un-> 
doubted  right^  and  which  was  usually  accepted  by  the 
crown,  was  a  circumstance  which  claimed  the  most  grate^ 
ful  attention  of  the  people,  and  for  which,  he  was  fuUy 
convinced,,  his  m^esty  would  receive  the  most  unfeigneu 
thanks  of  eveiy  Member  of  that  House*    From  the  man<t 
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ner  in  whicb  sach  an  example  would  be  followed  by  tbe 
people  at  large,  there  could  not  be  the  smallest  doubt  that 
the  arbitrary  yiews  of  the  French  Government  (which  was' 
strong  from  its  being  arbitrary)  would  be  entirely  defeated^ 
and  the  British  name  be  raised  to  a  higher  pitch  of  glory 
than  it  had  ever  hitherto  reached,  notwithstanding  it  was 
known  for  ages  to  have  rmked  highest  among  the  nations 
of  Europe  for  honour,  wealth,  and  independfuice* 

Eari  CoTtper  most  readily  concurred  in  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Address ;  but  there  was  one  subject  upon  which  he 
did  not  concur :  it  was  what  related  to  the  Ckmtinental 
Tieaties.  Upon  this  subject  he  intended  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  purport  of  the  paper  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  but  from  the  state  of  healtli  of  a  leading  minister, 
he  did  not  think  he  could  now  in  fairness  or  candour  do 
it ;  he  wonld,  therefore,  now  read  the  paper,  and  give 
notice,  that  he  should  move  it  on  Monday  as  a  substantive 
motioa.  HLs  Lordship  accordingly  read  the  paper,  which 
was  in  substance,  that  it  was  highly  expedient  and  im- 
portant the  House  should  go  into  a  full  consideration  of  the 
pnpsent  stale  of  the  country,  and  the  causes  which  hkd  pro* 
duoed  it. 

JLord  GrenxiUe.  I  perfectly  concur,  mv  Lords,  in 
what  has  pstfeUen  from  the  noble  Earl.  I  had  intended 
to  have  discussed  at  some  length  tiie  present  situation  of 
the  country,  and  not  io  have  suffered  this  day  to  pass  with^ 
cmt  seriously  considering  what  has  been  the  result  of  mea- 
sures hitherto  adopted — in  what  situation  we  are  now 
placed  by  the  operation  of  such  measures — and  what  ought 
to  be  done  for  the  interests  and  the  honour  of  the  country. 
A  circumstance,  however,  which  has  been  alluded  to,  the 
indbposition  of  a  Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  induces 
ne  to  forego  this  desire,  and  to  postpone,  for  the  present, 
entering  into  such  a  discussion,  which  must,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, be  painful  to  all  of  us,  to  me  more  particularly 
so,  with  the  sentiments  which  I  feel  towards  that  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman.  At  the  same  time  it  must  not  bb 
for^fen,  that  the  situation  of  the  country  Imperiously 
cam  for  investigation.  I  am  perfectly  readv,  however, 
to  assent  to  any  pledge  to  be  given  to  his  Majesty,  by 
which  we  agree  to  thank  him  lor  his  gracious  intention  of 
communicatii^  to  Parliament  the  treaties  and  documents 
upon  which  we  are  hereafter  to  found  an  opinion  respect- 
ing the  meanirei  which  those  documents  involve.  I  saa^  akp 
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leady  to  concur  in  an  Address,  -which  pledges  no  man  to  any 
opinioivon  subjects  which  must  remain  to  be  discussed 
bereafter,  when  the  papers  which  relate  to  them  are  before 
the  House ;  I  have  not  the  slightest  wish  to  drag  such  a 
subject  into  discussion,  previous  to  the  documents  alluded 
to  being  laid  before  the  Houses  When  they  are  presented 
to  our  consideration,  I  shall  be  enabled  to  judge  of  their 
value  and  importance,  of  the  weight  which  ought  to  be. 
attached  to  fhem^  of  the  different  bearings  which  they 
have  upon  the  subject  to  which  Uley  refer,  and  of  the  gene-« 
ral  results  which  they  present,  forming  my  opinion 
accordingly.  With  respect  to  that  part  of  his  Majesty's 
Soeech,  which  refers  to  the  services  of  the  late  Lord 
Nelson,  we  can  hdve  but  one  opinion,' and  in  the  para- 
graph of  the  Address,  which  refers  to  that  subject,  I  most 
cordially  concur.  Upon  the  principal  topic  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Speech,  I  ha v^  already  said  I  wish  to  avoid  giving 
any  opinion. 

.  Lord  IJawkesbtirt/.  I  feel  great  satisfaction,  my  Lords^ 
in  beinj^  enabled  to  concur  in  the  greater  part  of  what  has 
fallen  mm  the  noble  Baron^  It  was  my  wish  to  avoid  a 
discussion  at  the  present  moment,  particularly  considering 
the  circumstance  of  the  indisposition'^of  the  individual  who 
has  been  alluded  to,  for  whom  it  will  be  readily  believed 
that  I  feel  most  poignantly,  and  in  whose  welfare,  not 
only  this  country  but  Europe,  must  feel  an  interest. ,  I 
perfectly  concur  with  the  noble  Earl  (Cowper)  on  the  pro- 
briety  of  postponing  the  discussion  upon  the  subject  which 
ne  had  at  first  intended  to  bring  under  the  ccmsideration  of 
the  House.  At  the  same  time,  however,  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  observe,  that  it  has  ever  been  the  constitutional 
and  parliamentary  practice,  when  his  Majesty's  Speech 
has  intimated  that  certain  papers  and  documents  would  be 
laid  before  Parliament,  to  avoid  entaring  in^to  anv  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject  to  which  they  refer,  until  such 
documents  are  actually  before  the  House,  and  can  fairly 
become  the  objectji  of  its  consideration.  This,  I  contend, 
lias  ever  been  the  practice  of  Parliament.  His  Majesty's 
mijiisters,  in  all  cases  that  required  it,  have  laid  the  neces-' 
sary  papers  before  the  House,  when,  if  they  were  satis- 
factory, a  day  has  been  appointed  for  the  discussion  of  the 
subject,  if  not,  other  papers  have  been  moved  for,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  better  elucidated  :  this  has  invariably  beea 
the  practice,  and  I  cannot  bring  my  mind  to  beUeve  that 
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it  ought  to  be  departed  from.  Willi  respect  to  the  Ad- 
dress which  has  been  moved  by  my  noble  fi-iend,  it  ciUs 
iipon  no  noble  lord  to  give  any  opinion  which  can  in  any 
degree  fetter  him  in  any  future  discussion.  I  admit  that 
•ihe  situation  of  the  country  requires  oiir  most  srrions  con- 
"sidcration,  and  whenever  the  time  shall  b(^  fixed  for  dis- 
i^ussing  this  most  important  subject,  his  Maj(».>>lj\s  mints- 
ters  wul  not  shrink  from  its  contemplation.  They  are  fully 
pr^pjured  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  question,  nor  have 
they  any  fear  a&  to  the  result.  Tliey  are  confident  that 
Iheir  conduct  will  bear  the  strictest  iuvestigation,  and  they 
have  no  wish  to  elude  it  for  a  moment.  , 

Lord  Mulgraxe.  I  am  induced  io  trespass  for  a  few 
liaomehts  upon  your  lorJships*  time,  iis  the  papers  which 
jare  to  be  produced  principally  belong  to  my  department* 
As  io  the  intended  discussion  of  the  subject,  I  am  fully 
prepared  to  meet  it,  and  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  the 
result  of  that  discussion  will  prove,  that  the  measures 
adopted  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  were  those  which  w^re 
Conformable  to  sound  policy,  and  that  they  were  dictated 
by  a  true  regard  to  the  interests  of  this  country  and  of  Eu-^ 
tope.  .  I  do  not,  however,  think  that  the  papers  can  be 
'{nrodnced  in  time  to  enable  the  House  io  enter  into  any 
discuiKion  njtoh  them  on  the  day  fixed  by  the  noble  Earl, 
>P7hich  appears  to  me  to  be  much  too  early  to  allow  of  that 
^orougn  investigation  which  the  importance  of  the  sul> 
jeidt  lequifes. 

Lord  OrhfUUe^  A«  1  stated  it  to  hare  feceil  rty  wish 
bot  to  defer  beyond  this  day  an  important  discussion  on 
the  situation  of  the. coiuDitry;  but  that  I  was  induced  to 
d^r  that  intention  in  consequence  df  a  circumstance 
which  must  affect  every  man  of  liberal  sentiment  and  ^ene*" 
tifOA  §bAms^  I  am  anxious,  my  lords,  that  t  should  not 
be  misuD^stood.  There  are  many  points  respecting  the 
sBliation  of  tilie  country  which  have  no  connection  with 
foretgn  treaties,  or  with  those  papers  which ,  ihay  fall 
within  the  department  of  the  noble  lord.  Some  of  those 
points  are  of  the  highest  importance,  and  demand,  in  my 
opinion,  anea/ly  discussion— a  discussion  iVhich  I  do  not 
tlTitik  ooght  to  be  deferred  beyond  the  day  mentioned  by 
the  noble  E^rl  (Cowper.) 

The  draft;  df  the  Address  was  then  referred  io  a  com* 
mktee,  repottbd,  agreed  io^  and  ordered  to  be  presented 
io  his  Majesty  in  the  usual  form^ 
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JUDGE   FOX. 

The  Marqim  ofAhercorh  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attrntion  of  their  ldrdj>hips  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Justice 
Fox.  lie  must  leave  it,  he  said,  io  the  House  to  adopt 
such  mea&iircs  in  this  case  as  they  should  deem  it  expe- 
dient; he  only  wished  to  suggest 4.hat  it  would  be  highly 
advisiable  to  avoid  delay,  both  for  the  sake  of  the  learne([ 
judge,  and  the  witnesses^'  many  of  whom  had  avocations 
to  attend  to,  from  >vhich  they  could  ill  spare  much  time  to 
attend  the  House. 

I^rd  Carlcton  said  a  few  words  tipon  the  same  subject, 
but  in  a  very  low  tone  of  voice.  .  We  understood  his  lord- 
ship to  say,  that  the  learned  judge  was  anxious  that  as  little 
delay  as  possible  should  take  place  in  the  investigation  of 
the  charges  against  him.  ^ 

THE    LATC    NAVAL   VICTORY. 

.  Ijord  Jfazckcsburi/  gave  notice,  that  he  should  move  09 
Friday  for  a  vote  ofthanks  to  Lord  Collingwood,  and  the 
otticers  and  seamen  employed  under  him,  to  whom  th0 
country  were  indebted  for  the  late  glorious  victory  off  Tra- 
falgar. 

ADDITIONAL   FOUCB   ACT. 

The  Eari  of  Damlej/  gave  notice  that  he  should  take 
an  early  op^wrtunity  of  moving  for  an  account  of  the  num* 
ber  of  men  raised  under  the  additional  force  act. 

Some  routine  business  usual  a;t  the  commencement  of  a 
session,  amongst  which  was  the  re-apix>intnacnt  of  Lord 
Walsinghara  to  be  chairman  of  the'coinmittees^  was  gou# 
througli,  after  which  the  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUE81>AY,  JANUARY   SI. 

The  speaker  came  down  to  the  House  at  throe  oVIock. 
The  usher  of  the  black  rod  immediately  UMide  hifi  appear* 
ancc  with  a  message  from  the  lords,t  purporting,  that  the 
lords.autliorised  by  his  Majesty's  commission  required-  the 
presence  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  hear  the  (x>mmissiaii 
read.  The  speaker,  and  nearly  the  iVhole  of  the  members 
who  were  in  the  House,  accordingly  attended. 

On  tkeir  return,  the  speaker  informal  the  House  that  he 
Lad  ordered  new  writs  to  be  issued  as  follows  : — for  the  city. 
t)t'^  Gloucester,  in  the  room  of  John  Pitt,  Esq.  deceased, 
for  the  boroughs  pf  Dundee,  St.  Andrews,  Cupar,  Forfor, 
&c.  in  the  room  of  D^ivid  Scott,  Esq.  deceaseil ;  for  the 
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coanty  of  Monmouth,  in  the  room  of  J.  Brqokc's,  Esq. 
droca-cd ;  for  the  borough  of  Uoroughbridgc,  in  the  room- 
of  John  Scott,   Esq.  deccni^^ecl ;    and  in  Ireknd,  for  the 
co'Mity  of  WaJcTtbrd,    in  the  room  ojf  the  Right  Hon. 
John  Bcres ford,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  preventing  clandesiiuc  oulLiwry  was,  prQ 
Jormci^  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

New  writs  were  ordered  lor  Uie  following  places  : — Dun- 
wich,  in  Suffolk,  in  the  room  of  I.  Barnes,  Esq.  who, 
since  his  election,  had  aca*V)ted  the  ofiice  of  law  remein; 
braacer  and  treasurer  to  his  Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer; 
Queen's  county,  in  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
mho  had  accepted  the  oifice  of  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Jamaica;  Dimbartonshire,  in  the  room  of  Sir  J.  Colqu- 
houn,  whohad*accepted"the  chiltern  hundreds  ;  Bedford, 
ill  the  room  of  the  Hon.  J.  St.  John,  called  up  to  the 
House  of  Peers  ;  Leominster,  in  the  room  of  tjie  Hon  C. 
Kinnaird,  now  a  Peer  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and,  Yar- 
rnouth,  in  tlie  room  of  Sir  Home  Pophaiii,  who  liad  ac- 
depted  the  chiltern  hundreds. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House,  that  he  had  been  pre- 
sent in  the  House  of  Peers  when  tlie  Lord  Cliancellor,  one  ♦ 
of  the  lords  authorised  by  his  Ma  jesfy's  Commission,  had 
lead  a  speech  ;  pf  which,  to  prevent  mistakes,  he  had  pro-^ 
cured  a  coj>y.  $  \_Jbr  the  speech y  sec  the  proceedings  in  the 
House  of  Ijords.^ 

A!)DRE4»S   ON  THE   SPEECH, 

After  the  speech  had  been  read, 

Jj)rd  Francis  Spencer  rose  for  the  purpose  of  moving  an 
address  to  hi.s  Majesty,  in  reply  to  the  most  gracious  speech. 
which  the  House  had  just  heard.  lie  trusted,  that  during 
the  few  words  with  which  he  should  trouble  them,  tliey 
would  grant  him  that  indulgence  which  one  unaccustomed 
to  speak  in  public  ever  reanved  from  them.  The  noble 
lonl  contetide<l,  that  notwithstanding  the  disasters  which 
had  so  unfortunately  befallen  Austria,  disasters  on  which 
it  was  imiK)ssible  for  hunjan  foresight  to  calculate,  the  situ- 
ation of  this  country  was  by  no  means  more  dangerous  than 
in  the  last  summer.  We  were  now  not  alone  anduftassisted. 
We  had  proved  the  unshaken  fidelity  of  tluj  magnammous 
power  which  still  continued  with  us  to  combat  the  enemy 
of  the  repose  of  Europe.  He  meant  Russiat  The  House 
would,  he  was  sure,  be  unanimous  in  the  expression  of  their 
sentiinents  of  the  beneficial  effects  to  this  nation  which  such 
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an  alliance  must  necessarily  produce.  It  would  be  neediest 
for  Him  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  by  an  enume- 
ration of  the  glorious  victwies  which  had  added  a  still 
more  brilliant  radiance  to  the  naval  annals  of  Great  Britain* 
Their  value  was  universally  felt^  and  they  called  loudly 
for  the  congratulations  of  tnat  House  to  his  Majesty.  In* 
the  regret  for  the  death  of  the  gallant  Lord  Nelson,  he  wa^ 
convinced  the  House  would  deeply  sympathize ;  and  he 
was  likewise  convinced,  that  they  would  agree  in  the  pro-« 
priety  of  enabling  his  Majesty  to  exercise  his  munificence, 
by  bwtowing  on  the  family  of  the  deceased  hero,  the  power 
of  hajiding  down  with  splendor  io  posterity  the  illustrious 
name  of  Uie  man  who  had  given  the  dealh  blow  to  the 
French  Navy.  Thenohle  lord  concluded  with  reading  the 
address,  which  was,  as  usual,  an  echo  of  the  speech,  with 
tte  addition  of  a  para^jraph,  condoling  with  his  Maji*sty 
on  the  recent  death  of  nis  royal  brother,  the  late  Duke  of 
Gloucester. 

.  Mr,  Ainslie  seconded  the  motion.  He  lamented  that 
French  arras,  liot  unassisted  by  French  arts,  had  unfortu- 
nately triumphed  over  the  ejBTorts  of  our  Continental  allies^ 
Still,  however,  we  had  to  console  ourselves  with  the  reflec- 
tion, that  our  o^vn  national  character  remained  unsullied, 
and  our  resources  unimpairdi.  Although  our  commerce 
might  sufler  som<5  little  injury  by  the  occupation  of  such  a 
large  part  of  Europe  by  hostile  armies,  yet  experience  had 
frequently  shewn  how  difficult  it  was,  with  every  exertioo- 
and  every  restriction  that  tyranny  could  ayaU  itself  of,  to 

Srevent  the  introduction  into  foreign  states  of  liiose  .pro- 
uctiqns  of.  British  growth  and  manufacture  which  were 
«o  much  needed  by  them.  The  armies  of  the  foe  were  now 
rapidly  march ing*  io  avenge,  what  they  termed  the  perfidy 
of  this  country,  Dut  he  trusted  the  House  would  assure  hi« 
Majesty,  that  an  indei^endcnt  and  gallant  nation  like  Great 
Britain  would  not  be  intimidated  by  any  menaces  that 
might  be  thrown  out  against  it.  He  concurred  with  hh 
noble  friend  in  the  opinion  that  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
ty was.  by  no  means  more  dangerous  than  in  the  Jast  sumt? 
mer.  'W  ith  regard  to  the  victory  of  Trafalgar,  and  the 
regret  for  the  hero  who  had  achieved  it,  it  was  impossible 
that  two  opfniohs  could  exist  in  the  House,  or  in  the  counts 
try.  The  exigencies  of  the  times  certainly  requijred  gr^at 
cftbrts,  and  great  sacrifices.  His  Majesty,,  with  that  pa- 
ternal solicitude  for  his  people  which  had  evcjr  distin- 
l^uibbe^  his  conduct,  hacj  set  a  tl9ble  exoipple,  ivliich  well, 
*    •  :     •  ;•  ..     ,   -  .     4cscrvQ4' 
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deserved  the  ipost  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  coun« 
trj.  Our  jfreedom,  our  enjoyments,  and,  above  all,  the 
power  which  we  posscss(»d  of  n*pressing  the  ambitious  views 
of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  were,  with  him,  the  most 
heinous  political  sins.  He  ha4  no  doubt,  however,  that  if 
Providence  continued  that  fostering  attention  to  this  nation 
with^wbich  it  had  so  long  been  favoured,  that  we  should 
vet  be  enabled  to  bring  the  arduous  contest  in  which  wa 
t»'cre  engaged  to  a  safe  and  honourable  termination.  ' 

Lord  Ucnrj/  Petty  declared,  that  to  that  part  of  the 
address  whi^h  rclateti  to  the  glorious  victory  of  Trafalgar, 
and  to  the  irreparable  Iws  sustained  by  the  nation  in  the 
de?*th  of  the  noble  admiral  who  commanded  on  tbat  memo* 
rablcday,  it  was  impossible  that  any  member  of  the  Houso 
could  feel  the  slio;htest  disposition  to  object.  On  the  con- 
frary,  ^  it  was  the  peculiar  talent  of  that  much-lamented 
l^cro  to  unite  aU  who  surrounded  him  in  one  common  effort 
o^inst  the  enemy,  k)  he  was  convinced  that  the  members 
01  that  House,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  at  large, 
combined- in  their  sentiments  of  exultation  on  the  victory,' 
aad  their  feelings  of  sorrow  on  the  melancholy  circumstance 
By  which  it  was  accompanied.  But  while  he  expressed 
his  entifc  concurrence  in  this  part  of  the  address,  he  must 
aUd,  that  to  the  remainder  his  objections  were  so  stron^> 
tiat  it  had  been  his  intention  to  suggest  an  amendment,  the 
language  of  which  would,  he  had  flattered  himself,  be  ijw 
&iitely  more  consonant  to  the  extraordinary  crisis  at  which 
tke  country  had  arrived,  and  infinitely  more  consonant  to 
the  feelings  which  the  contemplation  of  that  crisis  waa  cal- 
culated to  excite*  But  as  reports  had  reached  him,  in 
common  with  every  other  member  of  that  House,  which 
tended  to  shew,  that  the  individual  on  whom  would  fall 
the  greater  part  of  the  task. of  defending  and  explaining 
the  conduct,  which  had  reduced  Great  !^ritain  to  the  state 
in  which  she  was  at  present  placed,  was  rendered  unable, 
by  circumstances  which  the  noble  lord  deeply  lamented,  to 
attend  in  his  place,  and  as,  witliout  the  presence  of  that 
individual,  the  discussion  of  the  subject  must  be  painful 
and  only  partially  satisfactory,  he  should  not  propose  tlm 
amendment.  Still,  however,  as  it  seemed  essential  to  him 
that  the  feelings  by  which  he  had  been  stimulated  to  frame 
the  amendment  alluded  to  should  be  generally  promulf 
gated,  he  begeed  leave  to  read  it.  The  noble  lord  here 
lead  theamenmnent,  which  stated,  that  the  House  felt  the 
4eepcpi  regret  at  the  serious  disasters  which  had  befallen  the 
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tiririf;  of  our  al!i(».s  on  Ihe  Continent,  and  that  it  Tvould  im- 
mcdialrly  pro(T<M:l  to  inquiry  inlo  the  causes  of  such  uncx- 
nnjplrd  calamity.  Thai  the  Iloxise  had  a  perfect  sense  of 
the.  alurniitis:  stale  of  public  affairs,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
ir»akin2:'ov(My  possible  exertion  to  retrieve  them  :  but  that 
it  also  tHt  the  in(lLsj)ensiWe  necessity  of  being  assured,  that 
the  means  which  might  be  furnished  should- oot  be  em- 
ployed to  oncrrase  tlie  peril  which  they  were  intended  to 
avert,  or  to  agitrandisc  tlie  power  which  they  were  intended 
1q  diminish.  The  noble  lord  repeated,  that  under  any 
other  cirrunistana*s  than  those  at  which  he  had  hinted,  he 
should  have  deemed  it  liis  duty  to  bring  forward  this 
Amendment.  As  it  was,  however,  it  apj)eared  to  him  ad- 
visable to  delay  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  although 
certainlj'  not  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  lie, 
therefore,  gave  notice,  that  at  al\  events,  on  Monday  next^ 
he  would  propose  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  which  should 
be  conformable  to  the  sentiiiients  contained  in  the  paper 
that  lie  h:ul  just  read,  and  enter  still  more  largely  into  the 
causes  \vhirli  had  led  to  our  present  exigency. 

Mr.  I'px  dMarcd  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  senti- 
menis  e;ci)res.^H!  by  his  noble  friend.  He  felt  it  necessary, 
however,  to  say  a  very  few  words  on  this  occasion,  lest  any 
srcm  ing  derelietion  of  duty,  in  waving  the  discussion  for  the 
presrijt,\sliou!(l  be  construed,  either  in  the  house,  or  out  of 
the  liouS(*,  intt)  an  ini>cnsibility  to  the  afflicting  situation  of 
.tfihin;.  Hn  Was  anxious  to  have  it  understood,  that,  in 
ixavin^^  tlu^  amendment,  and  adopting  the  course  pursued 
hy  his  noble  friend,  lie  was  not  influenced  by  any  want  of 
ft  (linV  fV>r  tli(,  unexampled  calamities  that  had  been  brought 
on  our*  of  the  powers  of  (be  Continent  in  our  alliance  ;  a 
|.f)TriT  to  whieli  >>o  hactbeen  accustomed  to  look  for  co- 
operation, arid  to  which,  perhaps,  at  some  other  period, 
^vj»hh(v»iid  have  to  look  still  for  effectual  assistance  in  any 
rffort  that  rnighf  fx^ 'made  for  the  restoration  of  Europe, 
Hc*wi>hixl  al.M>5l]iat  it  should  notl)eunder8tood,  from  their 
conduct  tids  night,  that  they  did  not  feel  for  the  extraor-* 
dinr^ry  ill-concerted  and  ill-conducted  plans  that  had  led 
to  those  unexamph^l  calamities  which  had  befallen  the  se- 
CDud  military  power  in  Europe,  lie  hoped,  therefore, 
that  their  motion  should  not  be  misinterpreted,  nor  their 
ibrbearimce  attril)uted  to  want  of  concern  or  indignation 
for  these  disiiTac(»ful  measures.  lie  was  fully  alive  to  both,* 
and  it  wjjs  the  strcnjffth  of  his  M  'ngs  that  induced  him  to 
concur  with  the  sentiment!;  of  Ais  noble  friend,    TItere 
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-were,  andoubtedly^  nimoiiirs  in  circulaticm,  which  he^ 
bopKl  vrcre  ^eatly  exaggerated,. that  would  render  the 
discussion  of  such  topics  at  present  inconsistent  with  the 
folings  that  evtry  gentleman  must  entertaiji,  with  rci>pect 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  tlie  individual  particularly 
concerned.  These  circumstances  would  prolxibly  last  but 
a  very  few  days,  and,  even  if  tliey  should  extend  to  a  loiij^rcr 
period,  he  was  ready  to  agree,  that  personal  coiisitleration 
should  give  way  to  a  sense  of  a  paramount  public  duty. 
he  was  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  discussion  should  be 
1)nmght  forward  on  as  early  a  djiy  aa  possible.  lie  thought 
Mondav,  the  day  proposed  by,  his  noble^  frienr],  wjij*  as  dis- 
tant a  day  as  consistently  with  a  sense  of  public  duly  tJiey 
could  fix  on.  In  what  shape  the  question  was  to  be  brou|^ht 
forward,  it  was  not.  for  him  to  say.  It  was  in^ifhe  hands  of 
his  noble  friend  (and  it  could  not  be  in  better  hands),  and 
he,  no  doubtjwould  brinff  it  forward  in  the  form  most  likely 
to  meet  the  object  he  had  in  view. 

•    Lord  Castlereagh  concurred  in  the  feelings  that  actuatecl 
the  noble  lord  in  postponing  the  discussion  for  the  present ; 
and  no  expressions,  however  warm,  that  may  have  fallen 
from  the  hon.  gaitlcman  that  had  just  sat  down  should 
te^npt  him  to  depart  from  the  course  adopted  by  the  noble 
Jord,  or  to  enter  prematurely  into  the  discuSvsion.     The 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  confident  tl^iat  he  could  substan- 
tiate the  matter  which  had  bebn  stated,  in  the  form  of  a 
charge,  by  the  noble  lord  against  his  Majesty's  miiilsters  ; 
but  they  were  no  less  confident  that,  whenever  the,  ques- 
tion should  come  under  consideration j*  they  would  be  ablc 
fully  and  satisfactorily  to  justify  their  conduct.     When 
the  discussion  should  come  forward,  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  his  Majesty ''s  ministers  to  state  at  large  what  tliry  b^d  to 
urge  in  their  justification  j  and  until  then  he  .sliould  ab- 
stain from  entering  further  into  the  subject.,   lie  agrcejl 
vith  the  sentiments  so  honourable  to  the  nubld'  lord,  ajul 
Trhich  -had  been  assented  to  by  Uie  hon.  geiitlenian  that 
had  spoken  last,  tliat  the  house  could  not  enter  into  tlie 
discussion  of  this  question,  consistently  with  the  feelings  by 
irhich  it  was  then  influenced,  if  thfc  distinjruished  pcrso* 
nage,  who  was  *  so  intimately  concerned  with  \X^  discus- 
sion, should  bo  unable  to  attend  in  his  place  during  tha 
consideration  of  it  (.voTTif  ^/f^Af  mamfesiaiiom  ofdis^n?!). 
Headniitted,  that  if  that  distinguishcKl  individual  should 
-not  be  able  to  attend  till>aftera  period,  beyond  which, 
£c0m  a  sense  of  panunoont  duty,  the  noble  lord  could  nf>t 

'         -  '        put 
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put  off  the  subject,  it  would  be  cohipelent  to  Tiim  to  htinff 
It  forward  at  whatever  time  his  feelings  of  public  duty 
might  tender  it  necessary  in  his  opinion.  He  was  sur^ 
liowever,  that  the  noble  lord  would  make  that  time  as  dU- 
tatit  as  his  sense  of  paramount  public  duty  would  admu^ 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  repeal  vihitha 
had  before  stated,  that  whenever  the  dkcussioh  shoiild  Iki 
brought  forward,  his  Majesty^s  ministers  would  Be  able  ib 
justify  most  completely  tneir  conduct  and  their  measures^ 
Mr.  Windham  did  not  mean  to  enter  info  the  considmbi 
fioYi  of  topics,  which  had  been  for  the  same  cause  ayoiaM 
on  both  sides  of  the  house.  In  the  few  words  he  had  io  say^ 
he  meant  to  confine  himself  solely  io  statii^  his  entire  c6nL<< 
currence  with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  his  hon.  friend^ 
who  had  spoken  last  but  one^  and  by  his  noble  friend  thai 
had  preceaed.  He  agreed,  that  to  enter  into  Che  discusM 
sion  at  present  would  hot  b€  conformable  to  the  feelings 
which  appeared  to  be  uhiversalTy  entertained  in  tiie  house* 
It  woula  certainly  not  be  desirable  to  bnng  forward  such  a 
discussion,  at  a  moment,  when  the  individual  who  was  to  bis 
the  principal  object  of  it  was  lying  oh  the  bed  of  sickness* 
The  feelijlgs,  howevea-,  that  prevented  the  discussion  f(wr 
the  present,  could  not  continue  to  influence  their  proceed^ 
ings  for  any  considerable  period,  and  he  perfectly  agreed 
with  his  hoo.  friend  (Mr,  Fox),  that  in  such  a  case  every 
personal  consideration  should  give  way  io  a  sense  of  a  gre^t 

1  public  dutv.  Painful  as  the  task  might  be,  it  pi\i&t  be  i^ 
eng^h  undertaken,  though  he  admitted,  that  tiie  very 
painful  feelings  at  present  entertained  by  tJie  hpti^  wout^ 
m  a  great  measure,  disqualify  them  for  the  discussion*  .ttf 
could  not  however  agree,  that  the  discussion  should  be  pi^t 
off  beyond  the  day  proposed  by  the  noble  Idrd.  From^ 
consiaeration  of  the  public  exi^ncies,  and  a  sense  oi  pubuip 
duty,  he  was  disposed  to  thir^  that  the  discussion  should 
not  be  longer  deferred.  Under  an  impression^  therefore^ 
that  it  would  be  brought  forward  on  that  day,  he  should 
follow  the  course  pursued  by  his  noble  friend. 

The  address  was  then  agreed  to  nem^  con.  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  it  in. 

ADDITIONAL   FORCE    ACT. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  die  hbuse.to 
this  act,  with  a  view  to  conclude  with  a  niotice  of  It 
motion  on  the  subject.  The  hon.  ikiember  was  then  |nro^ 
ceeding  io  state  the  circumsfuncea  under  which  a  simflar 
inetion  made  by  him  last  session  had  b^n  disposed  of,  when 
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The  Speaker  felt  himself  bound  in  duty  io  acquaint  the 
hon.  member^  that  it  was  not  usual  nor  orderly^  in  giving  a 
notice,  to  say  more  than  barely  to  state  the  nature  of  the 
motion. 

Mr,  Sherid<m  then  gave  notice,  that  he  should  the  next 
day,  move  for  a  return  of  the  number  of  men  that  had  been 
raised  by  virtue  of  that  act.  and  that  he  should,  on  an  early 
day  after,  bring  forward  Ins  motion  on  the  subject. 

JLord  CdstlereiMgh  thought  it  would  be  desirable,  that 
the  hon.  member,  if  he  had  any  alteration  or  modification 
in  that  act  to  propose,  should  state  the  precise  nature  of 
them  then. 

Mr.  Sheridim  replied,  that  he  had  neither  alteration  nor 
modification  of  the  act  to  propose,  but  that  he  should 
move  for  its  repeal  altogether. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  JVhkbread  ^ye  notice  of  a  motion  for  a  return  of 
•the  effective  strength  of  the  volunteer  force  of  England. 

NAVAL   VlCTORliES. 

Lord  Cmtlereagh  gave  notice,  that  on  Thursday  he 
.would  move  the  thanks  of  the  house  to  the  brave  officers 
and  seamen  of  the  llcets  which  had  gained  the  brilliant 
naval  victory  on  Uie  2ist  of  October  oif  Cape  Trafalgar; 
and  to  the  officers  and  seamen  of  Sir  Richard  Strachan's 
squadron,  which  had  taken  four  of  the  enemy's  ships  on 
the  4th  of  November. 

LOnn   MELVILLE. 

3lr.  Wkithread  xosid>  to  give  notice,  that  if  it  should  be 
necessary,  he  siiould  the  next  day  move,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  impeachment  .against  Lord  Melville,  that  had 
.been  appointcid  last  session,  siionld  be  revived.  But  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  by  the  Act  of  last  session  fur  continu- 
ing (heir  proceedings,  the  Committee  would  be  of  course 
in  force  during  the  present  session  :  he  contented  himself 
with  givin|^  notice,  that  he  should  to-morrow  move,  that 
the  resolutions  of  the  Jiouse  which  led  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  that  <3omroittee  be  read,  in  order  afterwards  to 
move,  that  such  of  the  members  of  that  Committee  as  are 
now  in  town  should  have  power  tp  proceed. 

JLord  Henry  Pettj/gsiye  notice,  that  he  should  on  Mon- 
day next,  bring  the  substance  of  the  amendment  he  had 
intended  to  move  to  the  Address,  in  the  shape  of  a  motion 
before  the  house. — Adjourned. 
"     Vol-.  1.-1805-6.  D  HO0Sfi 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESOAY^   JAKVARY  22. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  informed  the  House  4:hat  his 
Majesty  -would  be  graciously  pka^  to  receive  their  lord* 
chips'  Address  ibe  next  day,  at  half  past  tvfo. 

LORD   MELVILLE. 

Lord  Viscount  Melville  delivered  in  at  the  table  his 
answer  to  the  Articles  of  impeachment  exhibited  against 
Jbim  lafit  session.  The  answer  is  in  ef^t  a  general  plea  of 
Not  Guilty  to  all  the  charges. 

The  answer  having  been  read,  a  copy  of  it  was,  on  the 
motion  of  lord  WaUingham,  ordered  to  be  sent,  by  mes- 
sage, to  the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  the  answer  was  or^* 
dered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

On  the  motion  also  of  Lord  Walsingbam,  Mr.  Plumer, 
Mr.  Adam,  and  another  gentleman,  were  assigned  as  coui>- 
sel  for  Lord  Melville. 

A  Committee  was  likewise,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Wal- 
jsingham,  ap[)ointed  to  enquire  into  and  report  precedents 
of  cases  of  impeachments  for  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors. 

MARQUIS   WELLE9LEY. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  stated  to  the  House,  tliat  he  had 
duly  transmitted  the  vote  of  thanks  of  that  House,  passed 
on  the  13th  of  Mav,  1804,  to  Marquis  Welleslcy,  and 
that  he  had  received,  during  the  recess,  an  answer  from 
that  nobleman.  Understanding,  however,  that  that  noble 
lord  was  now  in  England,  and  had  been  in  that  House,  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  consistent  with  the  forms  of  the 
House  for  the  Marquis  Wellesky  to  deliver  his  answer  in 
his  place,  than  for  him  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  to  read  the 
letter  which  be  had  received  from  the  Noble  Marquis. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  JAN.  22. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  House,  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Marquis  Wellc^ey,  dated  Fort  William, 
May  30,  1805,  in  answer  to  his  communication  of  the 
vote  of  thanks  of  that  House,  of  the  3d  May,  1804,  to 
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the  forces  of  his  Majesty  and  the  East  India  Company,  for 
their  military  services  against  tlie  Mahratta  powers. 

Petitions  ^ere  presented  from  the  debtors  in  the  jails  of 
Oxford,  Maidstone,  Gloster,  and  Chelmsford,  praying 
relief.     All  of  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  William  Dickinson  presented  certain  papers  from 
the  Admiralty,  pursuant  to  order  of  last  session. 

Lord  Francis  Spencer  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Ad- 
dress to'his  Majesty,  on  his  most  gracious  Sj)ecch,  which 
-was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  presented  by  the 
whole  House. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Castlcreagh,  his  Majesty's  Speech 
vms  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  the  next  day. 

ADDITIONAL   FORCE   ACT. 

Mr.  Sheridan  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House 
an  account  of  the  number  of  eflfective  men  raised  under  the 
Additional  Defence  Act,  up  to  the'  last  returns,  stating 
the  number  raised  in  each  week,  distinguishing  those  raised 
by  the  parish  from  those  raised  by  his  Majesty's  regular 
recruiting  officers,  and  also  distinguishing  those  raisra  for 
general  service. 

Ordered. 

Similar  returns  were  ordered  to  be  made  for  Scotland  and 
In^land. 

Mr.  Charles  Dundas  presented  a  petition  from  the  gentle- 
men, clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Berks,  pray- 
ing for  a  repeal  of  the  same  act,  on  the  ground  of  the  im- 
practicability of  putting  it  in  execution.  As  a  proof  of 
which,  the  honourable  member  stated,  that  the  wholo 
number  x^hich  it  had  been  possible  to  raise  under  the  enact- 
ments of  it,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  was  eleven  men,  and, 
in  consequence,  penalties  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
6630  /.  had  been  mcurrcd.  It  was  stated  the  preceding 
day,  by  a  noble  lord  on  the  other  side  (Castlereagh),  that 
if  was  the  intention  of  ministers  to  alter  the  Act.  He 
rould,  however,  assure  the  noble  lord,  that  no  alteration 
€X>uld  make  the  Act  palatable,  not  to  the  county  which  he 
fepre»pnted  alone,  but  to  nine-tenths  of  the  country..  It 
-was  impossible  that  they  could  be  satisfied  with  any  thing 
short  of  the  total  repeal  of  an  Act  which  had  been  found 
completely  inefficient  and  impracticable.  It  was,  Ixjsides, 
not  only  grievously  burthensome,  but  unfair  in  its  prin- 
ciple, and  fell  with  peculiar  severity  on  the  populous  and 
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agricultural  districts,  where  the  poor's  rates  were  already 
oppressive  in  the  extreme  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
monied  man,  or  holder  of  stock,  did  not  furnish  a  single 
man.  It'  was,  in  fact,  a  partial  i  nd  grievous  burthen, 
affecting  (he  laiid-liolder  and  occupier  alone.  He  begged 
that  ministers  would  attend  to  thLs  before  they  attempted 
any  alteration  in  the  act,  which  it  was  impossible  shguld 
prove  satisfactory. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LORD   MELVILLE. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  the  several  resolu- 
tions as  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  ma- 
Imaging  the  impeachment  against  I^rd  Viscount  Melville, 
were  read  from  the  Journals ;  when  it  was  ordered  that 
the  said  committee  dp  ^it,  and  proceed  in  the  matters 
referred  to  thera^  the  next  morning.  It  was  also  ordered 
that  Lord  Robert  Spencer  bo  addeu  to  the  said  committ^^ 
in  room  of  the  Honourable  Charles^  no^'  Lord  Kinnaird, 

MIDDLESEX   ELECTION. 

iJ/r.  Henry  Thornton  presented  a  petition  from  George 
Boulton  Mainwaring,  Sir  William  Curtis,  and  others, 
freeholders  of  the  countv  of  Middlesex,  complaining  of  tlie 
undue  return  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  as  member  to  servo 
\j\  Parliament  for  that  cpuuty. 

The  Speaker  inquired  if  this  was  a  renewed  petition, 
similar  to  the  one  presented  last  session. 

Mr.  Thornton  answered  that  it  was,  and  submitted  that 
"  it  ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  earliest  day- 
'  He  accordingly  sflggested  Tuesday  (he  4th  of  February 
for  (he  ballot. — ^OrSered. 

Mr.  Lamby  from  tfec  South  Sea  Cotnpany,  produced  the 
annual  account  of  unclaimed  dividends  of  that  company. 

Mr.  WilHamSy  from  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Na- 
val Inquiry,  presented  the  12th  report  of  that  Board,  con«^ 
taining  observations  as  a  supplement  to  the  first  report, 
and  answers  to  a  memorial  of  certain  officer  of  tlie  navy. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Charles  Pole^  this  pappr  waa 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alexander,  a  committee  w&s  ap- 
pointed on  the  Expiring  Laws. 

The  diflferent  standing  prders  of  the  House  were  then 
fcnewed. — ^Adjourned, 

HOUSE 
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THURSDAY,   JANUARY  23. 

The  House  met  about  two  o'clock,  and  after  going 
111  rough  some  routine  business,  their  lordships  adjourned, 
and  p*-oceeded  to  St.  James's  to  present  their  address  to  his 
Majesfj'. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   JANUARY   23. 

About  two  o'clock  the  Speaker  took  the  chair.  Imme* 
diately  afterwards, 

Ijord  George  Thytme  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  stated 
that  his  Majesty  having  been  waited  upon,  pursuant  to  or« 
der,  to  know  when  he  would  be  pleased  to  receive  the  ad- 
diess  of  the  House  in  aaswer  to  his  speech,  his  Majesty  was 
graciously  pleased  to  appoint  three  o'clock  this  day. 

Ordered  that  the  saia  address  be  presented  accordingly. 

SUPPLIES. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  his  Majesty's  Speech 
into  consideration  being  read, 

Mr.  Diddmon  presented  a  general  estimate  of  the  sums  , 
necessary  for  the  public  service.     The  honourable  roem«- 
ber  also  moved  that  the  House  should  the  next  day  resolve 
into  a  committee  of  supply,  to  which  the  said  estimates 
were  referred. 

The  further  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  'Speech  was 
postponed  till  next  day. 

Mr.  Chapman  presented  a  petition  from  the  debtors 
confined  in  the  prison  of  Limc-Itegis,  praying  relief.  Or- 
dered to  lie  oi^the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  the  House  adjourned 
till  next  day. 

The  Speaker,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  the  members^ 
proceeded  to  St.  James  s  with  the  address. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   JANUARY  24, 

Mr.  TaiCy  from  the  commissioners  of  inquiry  in  Ireland, 
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presented  a  report  from  tbat  board^  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson^  from  the  commissioners  of  accounts  in 
Ireland,  presented  the  thirty-first  report  oi  that  boord^ 
which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

^OSTPOXED   MOTTOUfS. 

Lord  Walsingham  was  authorised  by  his  noble  friend 
(Lord  Hawkcsbury)  to  slaie,  that  he  was  unable  to  attend 
that  evening  to  hioke  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Collinswood,  and 
the  officers  and  seamen  nndet  his  command,  but  that  he 
would  be  in  his  place  on  Monday,  when  he  would  give  no- 
tice of  another  day,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  that  mo- 
tion before  the  House. 

Lord  Holland  was  requested  by  a  lioblc  earl  (Cowper> 
who  was  prevented  by  a  slight  indisposition  from  attending 
tbat  day  in  his  place^  io  ^tate,  that  for  obvious  reasons  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  his  noble  friend  to  bring  fotward 
^on  Monday,  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  re- 
specting the  present  situation  of  the  countrv,  but  that  he. 
would  bring  it  before  the  House  shortly  after^vards.  He 
therefoh;  moved,  that  the  order  for  summonihg  their  lord- 
ships an  Monday  should  be  discharged. 

The  t>uke  of  Norfolk  expressed  his  surprise  that  no. 
reason  shouH  have  b'den  assigned  for  the  absence  of  the 
jK^le  lord  (Hawkesburv)  on  the  present  evetiing,  i^hen  he 
hsti  promised  io  brhig  ^rwartl  a  motion  f6r  a  vote  of  thanks 
lo  Lord  Collingwqoa,  and  the  gallant  officers  and  brave 
seamen  under  his  command.  He  couhl  not  help  at  the  same^ 
time  thinking,  that  such  a  motion  wonld  have  come  with 
moie  propriety  and  cffecl  frdhi  the  first  lord  of  the  &dmi- 
i»Hy ,  or  from  any  of  those  pfer^oris  whd  had  very  property 
been  made  members  of  that  House  ott  ^ceLhnt  of  their 
eminent  services  to  the  counfiy,  some  of  whom  he  then 
saw  around  him.  He  did  not  feel  himself  competent  to' 
Ibc  task,  bat  heeould  notavoid  again  expressing  his  n^gret, 
that  such  a  motion  sho'.tld  be  put  off,  witiiout  any  reasoh 
being  assigned  for  the  absence  of  the  noble  lord  who  had 
promised  to  bring  the  subject  bcii)re  the  House. 

The  Lord  Chaficelfor  ^onld  ventlirc  to  state  to  the 
IIouKe,r  that  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lofd  (Hawkesbury) 
^pott^this  pccasiony  would  be  found  to  be  dictated  by  the 
*:  pdtc  and  gemune  re!?pect  for  the  gallant  persons  who 
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were  the  object  of  his  intended  motion,  and  the  respectable 
profession  to  which  they  belonged. 

A  shprt  explanatory  conversation  ensued  between  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  Lord  HoHand,  and  Lord  Walsingham, 
relatiretothe  point  of  form  with  respect  to  postponing  the 
motions ;  after  which  the  order  for  summoning  their  lord- 
ships on  Monday  was  discharged.  Lord  Holland  ol^rvcd, 
that  he  understood  from  the  noble  lord  ( Walsingham)  thai 
the  motion  fof  the  vote  of  thanks  was  postponed  sirre  die. 
Lord  AValsingham  replied,  that  his  noble  friend  (Loid 
Uawkesbury)  would  be  in  his  place  on  Monday,  and  would 
then  name  a  day  for  bringing  that  motion  forward. 

Adjpumed  to  Monday. 

HOUSJE  OF  COMMONS. 

FAI9AY,   JANUARY  24. 

The  Speaker,  m  taking  the  chair^  stated  that  the  Hoiue 
having,  pursuant  to  order,  waited  on  his  Majesty,  thepi^ 
ceding  day,  with  their  address  on  the  subject  of  his  grafmm 
apeech^  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  return  Xhe  foflowiar 
Answer : — 

Gentlemen, 

I  thank  you  for  tiiis.  dutiliil  and  loyal  Addiesa^  .  Your 
condolence  on  the  loss  of  my  brother,  the  lateDake  of 
Gloucester,  affords  a  new  proof  of  your  attachment  to  my 
peiBon  and  family.  Youf  cordial  concurrende  in  my  dis- 
position to  cultivate  at  alltimes*an  intimate  connection  wit|i 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  gives  me  the  greatest  saitisfactioii ; 
aiid4hc  assuHMice  of  yo^r  unabated  vigilance  and  exertion 
in  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  enables  me  to  look  j^rwaid 
with  increased  confidence  to  such  a  termination  of  the  con- 
lest  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  safety  and  permanent  in-  ' 
ieiests  of  my  dominions. 

Ordered  to  be  entered  on  ihe  journals. 

Mr*  Johnson  ^  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secsetacy  of 
state  in  Ireland,  presented  at  tlie  bar  the  S  1st  report  df  &e 
commissioners  of  accompts  ii^  that  conntry.—Ordeied  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Sereral  pistitions  were  presented  by  various  members. 
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LORJ)    MELVILLE. 

A  message  from  the  lords  communicated  a  copy  of  the 
answer  of  Lord  Melville  to  the  articles  of  impc^chihent 
exhibited  against  him  by  that  house,  ^vith  directions  that 
it  shonld  be  left. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WhitbrcaJ,  the  answer  was  read. 
It  stilted  that  tlie  noble  viscount,  saving  and  reserving  to 
himselfalljust  and  legal  exceptions  which  can  be  micde  to 
the  matter  and  form  of  these  articles,  together  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  privilege:  as  a  peer,  doth  allege  tliat  he  is 
Not  (jfuilty  of  all,  or  anv,  of  the  misdeeds  and  mis^leraeanors 
charged  upon  him  in  tlie  said  articles,  and  that  he  is  ready- 
to  prove  his  innocence  in  such  manner  and  form  as^their 
lordships  should  think  proper  to  award.  The  answer  con- 
cludes according  to  the  usual  form,  praying  that  the  ac- 
cused may  be  mscharged  forthwith,  and  acquitted  of  the 
charges  advanced  against  him. 

•  This  answer  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  re- 
ferred  to  the  committee  appointed  to  conduct  the  impeach- 
.ment  of  Lord  Melville,  with  orders  that  they  should  con- 
sider of  a  reply  thereto,  and  report  the  same  to  the  house, 
together  with  a  statement  of  what  is.proper  to  be  done  to- 
wards the  further  proceeding  thereon. 

Mr.  fV.  Dickinson  ggye  notice  that  he  should  on  Mon-^ 
day  next  bring  forward  a  motion  as  to  the  number  of  sea- 
'   men  and  marines  necessary  to  be  provided  for  the  service  of 
the  current  year. 

A  person  from  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  in  Ireland^ 
^presented  at  the  bar  an  account  of  the  fees  and  emoluments 
•received  by  the  clerks  of  certain  offices  in  that  country. — 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  to  bfe  printed. 

Lord  Casllereaghy  adverting  to  the  notice  which  he  had 
given  for  that  day  relative  to  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  offi- 
•  oers,  seamen,  anu  marines,  engaged  in  the  action  off*  Trafal- 
gar^ stated  that  as  it  was  desirable  to  have  a  full  attendance 
upon  such  a  subject,  he  felt  the  propriety  of  postponing  it 
to  iMiother  time,  when  it  could  be  discussed  with  more  con- 
venience to  several  members.  The  noble  lord,  however, 
intimated  his  intention  of  bringing  forward  this  motion  on 
^  an  early  day,  and  stated  the  probability  that  he  should  on 
Monday  next  mention  the  day. 

MARQUIS   WELLESLEY. 

Mr.  Pflw// gave  notice,  that  he  should  on  Wednesday 
move  for  the  production  of  a  letter  from  Lord  MelviUc  to 
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"4he  Chairman^  Deputy  Chairman,  and  Directors,  of  the 
£ud  India  Company^  relative  to  their  India  debt,  dated  in 
June  1801. 

He  also  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he  shoald  move* 

-for  a  few  more  papers,  relative  to  the  transactions  la  Oude, 

and  the  appointment  of  the  ho«.  Henry  Wdlcsler  to  htf 

Lieute&ant  Go¥ern«r  d(  the  provinces  extorted  from  th« 

Viair. 

The hon.  Mr.  Lascelles  gave  notice,  that  Tic  ahould,  j>ii 
Monday,  bring  forward  a  motion,  ivhich  related  to  a  sub- 
j<H^t  that  had  caused  the  greatest  ffrief  and  melancholy 
Throughout  the  country  :  he  meant  the  death  d(  ihtCl  illus- 
trious personage  fhe  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  It 
yas  his  intention,  he  said,  to  move,  that  some  signal  mark 
of  public  respect  should  be  shewn  tothememary  of  ttot 
great  man. 

Tlie  house  resolved  into  a  Committee  of  Supply;  and{ 
after  rtmding  the  estimate  referred  to  it  of  the  sums  nece$«  • 
snry  for  the  public  service,  it  was  orderodj^  that  a  suppl  v 
sheulcl  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  'f  he  bouse  resumecl^ 
and  fl^e  report  of  the  Committee  m  a^  ordered  to  'he  brouglit 
up  the  next  day. 

Ijord  Cnsilereagh^  alltfding  to'k  motioVi  of  whicTi  a  noble 
lord  (H.  Petty)  liad  given  notice  for  Mondity,  roise  <6*in- 
tjiiirc  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  that  noble  lord  tb 
1)ring  it  forward  ?  At  the  time  the  notice  was  given,  he  ob- 
served that  the  noble  lord  did  not  seem  disposed  to  press 
ihc  question  upon  that  precise  day.  As  a  matter  of  per* 
son^l  convenience  to  himself  and  other  friends  who  cerp 
taiiily  would  be  ill  able  to  enter  into  the  dtscas^ion  of  such 
a  su&cct  oa  Monday,  he  hoped  the  nd)Ie  lord  would  agrct 
to  a  farther  postponement. 

Mr.  Fox  asseated  to  the  .propriety  of  the  postponement 
required,  for  the  rea^ns  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord.  It 
fras  no  doubt  highly  desirable  that  the  consideration  of  the 
question  to  whkui  thenbblelord  referred  should  tak^  pl^to 
4>a  an  early  day.  IlQknew  tJiat  it  was  his  noble  frteod's 
intention  to  1>rina;  it  forward  as  early  as  |wssible,  but  cer>> 
4au>ly  not  ^  Aionday^^  Adverting  fo  the  notice  of  Mr. 
X^asoelles  for  t»hq^};.day,  Mr,«  Fox  submitted,  whedicjr  if: 
^ouid  not  be  nipre  proper  to  postpone  that  notice  util 
filler  t{ie  dL<u:us.sion  of  the  motion  proposed  by  his  noble 
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friend,  which  natiixally  claimM  the  precedency.  He  £dt, 
)]6weyer,  that  it  was  not  fbr  hiin  to. dictate  to  the  hpn^  flcni-y 
tleman.  But  it  wa3  for  that  hon.  gentleman,  and  tEose 
who  thought  with  hlin.  to  consider  whether  the  mo(k>n 
they  had  in  conte]m>lati6n  (o  brine  forward^  might  not 
involve  points,  the  discussion  of  which  wo,uld  more  j[iro« 
perlj  |>eIong  to  the  question  announced  b^  hijs  noble  friend, 
•—whether,  in  fact,  it  might  not  be  of  such  a  natweeas 
many  gentlemen  could  not  assent  to,  without  a  gross  idon 
lation  of  their  public  duQr. 
Adjouri^. 

HOUSS  OF  COMMONS. 

SATUEDAT,  JAN.  25. 

Mr.  Parr,  from  the  African  Company,  presented  the  an*' 
Aual  accounts  of  that  company,  for  the  year  I8M.    - 

A  person  from  the  India  fioard  presented  a  copy  of » 
letter  from  Sir  John  Shoie^  and  sevoal  other  papers,  pur^ 
fittant  to  order. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  im  the  report  of  the  Committeft 
of  Supply .  The  r^^olution  that  a  supply  be  granted  to^hiivi 
MaJ^y  was  agreed  to. 

WBW  AMrlKIStSATlOir. 

Sfr.  Huskbsmt  moved,  that  the  house  should,  on  Mbn*. 
di^,  resolve  itself  into  a  Uommitt^,  to  consider  further  of. 
the  supply  to  lie  granted  to  his  Majesty.,  , 

Mu'Gra/  recommended  the  hon.  gentleman  to  c<»i9^er 
whether  it  WouU  be  proper  to  proceed  so  immediately  to 
vole  the  supj^ies, unoer  the  present  circumstances..  It 
wasMBWishtiiattlie  public  business  should  be  ferwardr 
ed  wiUi  an  possible  expedition  i  and  he  should  be  cjfixfmAy 
wttj  to  cause  unnecessary  delay,  where  exertion  and 
]itoBptftiide  were  so  neoiessary,  But  he  really  thought  it 
iloQla  be  very  improper  in  the  house  to  m  mto  a  coo^ 
oMee  for  tibe  pnrpQBe  of  voting  the  syppltes  of  ibey^r, 
.  while  It  was  altogether  uncertain  who  was  to  have  the  ma- 
nagement of  these  supplies,  or  to  be  responsible  for  the  apr 
p£ationofthem. 

Ijvrd  CasUertagh  hojped,  whatever  vdason  the  hon.  een- 

tt^lM^Mi  may  now  see  for  mtemipting  the  progress  or  the 

cQ^lkti  that  when  Monday  anived;  he  w<^d  not  feel 
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himself  called  upon  to  oim#  going  into  the  Committeei  as 
airangements  would  probably  be  made  before  that  tim^, 
which  would,  in  a  great  measare,  remove  the  difflctilty  thb 
hoD.  gentleman  now  conoeived  he  would  laboar  under.  It 
was  with  thedisciedon  of  the  house,  whether  it  would  pro« 
cced  tosrant  the  supplies  in  the  absence  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Eitcbequer.  His  Majesty  had  determined  to  vest 
that  office,  for  a  time,  accordin^to  former  precedents,  in 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Isench,  ana  the  appoint- 
ment would  immediately  be  carried  into  eSect.  His  Ma-» 
jesty  was,  at  the  same  time,  taking  measures  to  form  a  new 
administration.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  were  now  in  office,  he  could  not 
attood  in  this  House.  .  He  should  hope,  theiefore,  that  the 
House  would  find  no  difficulty  in  pfooeeding  on  the  sup* 
plies  in  his  absence.  -  The  publiq  service  wouM  suffer  yery 
miilmal  injury  if  the  supplies  were  prevented  from  passii^; 
through  the  prdiminary  stages.  If  any  gentleman  did  net 
approve  of  granting  the  supplies,'  it  would  be  compdent 
to  Ifim  to  oppose  the  vote  in  any  of  those  subs^uait 
stages  m  which  they  woul4  be  i^in  $o  often  before  the 
HouseV  and  m  which  any  adequlite  cause  of  opposition 
waiy  be  much  better  stated  and  discus^,  lie  would  only 
sulnnit,  for  the  present,  that  it  was  very  matdrial  to  for* 
ward  ibe  supplies  tlupough  tbese^  eaffUer  stages,  to  ihmst 
progress  through  which  no  reasonable  obkction  could' be 
ma&,  and  to  reserve,  Ull  the  iuture  and  mote  pidmpt 
stages  of  discussion*  any  objection  that  any  hon.  gentia^ 
man  nay  be  disposed  io  make. 

Jffr.  Far.  '  The  obiaction  made  by  my  hon.  friend  ja 
iKjt  met  by  what  lias  fallen  from  the  noble  lord.  Wh^ 
the  noble  lord  has  said  of  the  competency-topBoc^  to 
Tote^Sie  supplies  in  the  absenoe  of  tne  Chancelipr  oif  tb6 
Exiihequfer,  add'  of  the  propriety  of  so  proceeding  in  thil 
instance,  ddes  not  apply  to  the  objection.  The^jgectf  " 
is  not  to  voting  the  supplies  when  the  ChanoeUor  (tf  i 
Etdheqoer  is  not  present;  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  £s« 
chequer  maty  happen  to  be  absent  at  any  time,  from  ya»i 
riMi  dausetf,  wlnm  it  wo^ld  be  necessary  for  the  House  to 
inSiif  stkpiAies :  it  was  not  to  the  appointment  of  any  pen:* 
ticniar  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  any  situation 
ttaat:%oiild  preclude  him  from  beii^  presept  in  the  Hou«e.i 
TK^  dWection  is^  to  b^g  called  upon  t^  ^ant  the  sup* 
piles  when  there  is  Hot  any  Chanctulor  of  xh€  fixchf^ier 
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,at  al}>  nor  any  First  hotA  oCi^  Tipeaftmy ;  to  faeinr  called 
.ujpon  to  vot^  tliem  in  total  i^noraace  wbp  are  the  per- 
.sons  that  ^e  to  he  responsible  for  4It^  maaagemeni  anct 
^^ppUaalioa  of  them.  When^  there/orer  the  matter  comes 
.to  be  dkcusBed,  i  wkk  to  have  itf  tinderstoQfd,  tfiiflt  my 
objection  is  fioi^thai  tli^  ChaneeHor  of  the  E^chequ^  i» 
absetit,  nor  ^yen  that  the  office  should  be  in  the  hands  ol? 

the  Chief  Justice.  What  I  mean-  to  insifit  npon  is,  tiiai 
.^here  should  be  some  person  to  look  to  as  charged  wilh  (he 
.trust,  ^nd  pledged  to  responsibiKty,  before:  the  woie 
passes;  and  that  the  House  should  not  y^te  its  supplies 
.without  ]uio\^ing  into  whose  hand^  they  are  to* be  put,  or 
t)>  whom  to  Iqp^  for,  that  account  which  it  has  always  a 
sight  tQ  expects* 

Xortf  CasilerfAgk*.  My  answer,  whidi .  I  thaiiipht 
would  go  a|  l^ast;  ft  eonsitkrable  way.  i0  meet.th^d^o- 
ti<m<tf  thehpn.  gentleman,  amounted  to  this:  that  the- 
supplies  could  not  be  i^  such  a  stale  of  forwardness  as  to  be 
.tangible  till  long  after  the  stage  which  it  is  proposed  they 
>hjpuld  pass  through  on  Monday,  and  therefore  tbel0  will 
J^  full  opportunity  to  see  into  whose  hands  they  will  pass,. 
^4014  to  onet  any  Beasons  Chat  ma^  appear  to  aay  one  l<^ 
af^iStfite  against  granting  them  ;  that  to  refuse  tho  supfliees 
.in  the  first  instajruse^  withoust  some  very  extraordinary  rea* 
•Mil  indeed,  is  unusual,  and  would  be  attended  with  muKrfc 
'iliCQnyeniettcey  and  perhaps  misehi^fy  to  the  fmUie  ser^ 
.▼ice;  that  the  office  of  Chancellor  pf  the  Exchequer  is  to 
be  yested  for  a  time,  in  th6  Chief  Justice,  who  is,  of 
course,  to  undertake  the .  responsibility  of  (hat  office ; 
and  th^t  it  b  his- Majesty's  ilitiu^tion,  without  delay,  to^ 
^^  measures  for  £»rming  a  ne^  aclministratioD^ 

•  Mr.  Grey.  My  objection  was  not  to  the  absence  of  tfir 
Chancellor  <rf'4hc^  exchequer,  but  that  there  was  not  any 
^rspn  to  berespon^ibfe  for  the  application  of  the  supplies* 
What  the  noble.Iord  hn&said  asio  incoayenienoesaiiu  cm^ 
'^ri]Bssments  likely  to  resfilt  to  the  public  seryice^  from  any 
4e]ay  in  the  present  stages  of  the  supplies,  is  a  con«^ 
^deration  which  will,  no  douht^  haye  its  weight  with 
other  considerations^  when  the  matter  shall  be  more  fUIly 
^fore  the  House.  The  information  the  noble  lord  hits 
l^iycn,  with  respecf  to  theofficeof  Chancellor  of  the' £x<> 
i^hequcr  being  for  a  time  entrusted  to  the  Chief  Justtce^ 
js  a,ho  material. ^-rBut  what  I  haye  to  pi^ess  upon  the 
IIou$e  is,  that  it  should  not  vote  the  supplies,  without 
:^  •  ..  knowing 
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Jbiotfiiigto  vbomU  cQHEmiitS'tliem^  and  fiom  wiiom  itii^ 
to  look  for  the  account  of  the  clisposdV  Qf  them- 

It  wtts  offkred  tbot  the  House  ahwld  go  into  the  com* 
^ttce  OB  Monday* 

On  tbe  inotioa  of  Mr.  Huskissoa^  it  was.  ardered,  that 
the  usoal  estimates  of  the  navy  and  arinji  service,  oid^ 
itaiioe)  transports,  and  prisoners  of  var,  &c.  foi;  the  year 
Ib05,  be  laid  liefore  tiie  House;  and  an  address  wa^ 
4Hdtndy  prayiv^  his  Majesty  to  gim  directioas  for  pre^ 
parii^  the  aame.-T-Adjoumoa.  .     i  : 


HOUSE  OF  LOR^XS.        ;:.  /  , 

.  aioKi>AY)'jA3r.  27.  *  , 

^heDttke  of  Glckicester,  and  the  Earl  of  Jcrsi^v,  foolc 
the  oaths  and  their  seats^  on  succeeding  to  their  rt<pecti>'e 
Cities.  - 

AUDITIOXAL   FORC^/  ACT, 

'She  E0rlof  I}4m9lrj/^  remintlfld  tUetr  h;rd.ships,  that  he 
b«il.giTC»  notice  (HI  tM  £rst  day  of  the  si'ssiotu  of  his  iixh 
loitipa  to  move  for  an.  a^^conot  of  th/e  xmmbi^r  of  men 
jrajaeil  unckr  the  Additioiml  Force  AdL*  Ja  comequenr^'^ 
hairever^  of  tbe  pfeseot  staite  of  ailairsv  he  $lu>ui^J  at>a;^t 
anspen^  hi9  iwtcnded  niotion.  He  couUl  juot  iirlp^  ut 
the  same  time,,  expressing  his  satisiac^ipn  to  ibe  Ijuusc; 
that  bchaid  been  the  first  persion  in  pariiiinii  ar  v.  ho  hid 
mored  for  the  n^itad'  oS  that  ai:t,. vhich  was  now  uaivc  r- 
sally  considered  as  inefficient.  ... 

INTENDEJC)  \Ort  bP  THANKS. 

l!!.orrf  jffaijtejftwry  adverted  to  the  no^icolie  h:id  «>ive!) 
of  his  intention  to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  CaUino:* 
<wood,  and  the  oflScers  and  tnen  under  lils  coinmanil.  H^ 
bad,  he  said,  taken  the  first  opporlunify,  namely,  <he 
day  on  whidi  parliament  assembled,  oi'  fcivinir  nolige 
of  his  intention  to  make  such  a  motion ;  and  he  trut,k*cl  the 
Honse  would  not  consider  him  as  wanting  in  rts«pt'ct  or 
attention  to  their  lordships,  in  not  jHtenclin;^  on  Fridavj 
the  day  on  which  he  bad  given  notice  of  liis  intcfilion  to 
make  the  motion^  as  he  was  at  that  time  engaged  in 
important  business.  He  now  attended  to  givomotice  of  a 
day  for  bringing  forward  the  motion  to  v^^hich  be  had 
alluded,  and  ne  would  teg  leave  to  liamc  the  nexX  dar  (of 
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4liat  purpose,  for  which  day  he  moted  that  their  lord- 
ships should  be  summoned. 

^  The  Duke  of  Claremee  ^pmsed  his  :anwilliiinies8  to 
take  the  business  out  of  the  hands  of  the  noble  lord,  parti* 
cularly  after  that  noble  lord  had  gtvea  notice  of  his  intui- 
tion to  move  the  vote  of  thanks  the  n^  day.  He  had, 
however,  intended,  in  consequence  of  the  postponement 
of  this  motion  on  Friday,  to  have  himself  moved  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  those  gallant  persons  who  were  under  the  com-^ 
mand  of  the  late  Viscount  Nelson,  at  the  period  of  the 
late  glorious  victory.  To  this  step  he  was  impelled  by 
two  motives ;  the  first  arising  from  public  considerations, 
inasmuch  as  he  thought  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in 
discharging  the  debt.of  gratitude  due  from  the  country  to 
those  brave  individuals,  who  were  instrumental,  underthe 
command  of  the.late  ever-to-be-lamented  Nelson,  in  obtain- 
ing a  most  glorious  victory.  His  second  was  a  private 
motive,  resulting  from  remembrances  whiidi  deeply  a&cted 
his  feeUngs.  Ife  had  been  honoured  with  th^  tnenddiip  of 
the  lateViscount  Nelson  for  S3  y«m,  out  of  the  47 
which  that  hero  lived,  and  bad  been  ar intimale  wifli  himl 
he  mi^ht  say,  as  a  brother.  These  consideMfioiis  would 
have  mduced  him  to  bring  forward,,  without  dda^,  a 
motion  for  a  vote  of  Uianks ;  but  as  the  'noble  ^  lord  had 
given  notice  of  I|ia  intention  to  bring  forward'  that'  mo- 
tion the  next  day,  he  should  not  press  the'siAjbet  any 
farther.  .       • 

The  motion  for  summoning  their  lordships  for  tU^ne^ 
day  was  agreed  to.  -  -  ^      . 

FOBBION  TKEATIESi^ 

Lord  MulgravehsA  intended  to  have  laid  before  their 
lordships  that  day,  by  his  Majesty's^  command,  cpmes.  of 
the  treaties  entered  into  between  this  country  and  Uwia 
and  Sweden  ;  nor  was  he  sure  that  they  might  not  be  ready  ' 
1o  be  presented  to  the  House  that  evening.  The  reason 
that  they  were  not  now  ready,  arose  from  tne  severe  indis* 
position  of  a  person  employed  in  copying  them,  )vhlch.he 
was  not  aware  of  till  that  morning,  otherwise  he  w^uld 
have  put  them  into  other  hands.  Hethougbt,.  Jipur^er, 
that  It  would  better  suit  their  lordships'  Qonv^ienmto 
have  them  presented  the  next  day;  and  therefore;. he. 
ive  notiee'  that  he  should  the  n^t  day  lay  t|^Mu  bejf<H]e 
le  House, — Adjourned.  i    '     ::.    . 
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HOUS^  OP  COMMONS. 

MonBAT,  Jan.  S7. 

JIfr.  Jefery  gaTe  notice  of  a  motion,  for  the  next  dar^ 
That  the  orcier  of  (he  22d)  for  printing  certain  papers^ 
shonM  be  disdiarged. 

MAK0UX8  WELLEStET. 

Mr.  Paullrose  for  the  purpose  of  moving',  that  the  pa- 
pars  moved  for  by  him  on  the  25th  and  S8th  of  Jane  last^ 
oe  printed  for  the  use  of  the  membexs. — Ordered. 

After  a  short  prase,  Mr.  Paull  again  rose,  and  said: 
No  pei;son,  Six,  can  be  more  convince  than  I  am,  of  the 
inuttUtj,  the  inexpediency,  nay,  let  me  say  this  danj^er, 
of  unqviog  for  maiiy  papers,  relative  to^  any  transaction^ 
mor^^epi^cially  if  connected  mth  India;  still,  however^ 
I  .ipityiidepieoate  ()e}ay  in  a  question  of  so  much  import- 
ance^! ^  am  under  the  necessity  of  moving  for  a  few  more 
papeis,  ,ij3siportant  .in  every  point  of  view<  and  essentially 
Dece»airy  ff^lhe  purposes  or  substantial  justice.  But,  Sir, 
th^  are  the  last  papers  I  shall  call  for  to  ^p{)ort  the  two 
cWges  I  bavo^ already  given  notice  of;  and  when  the 
papers  I  fiiriBerly  had  ^le  honour  4o  move  for,  are  printed,, 
together  With  the  additional  papers  I  am  to  call  for  this 
evi^ningit  no  time  sbidl  be  lost  on  my  part;  in  bringing 
direct  and  positive  charges  of  criminality  a^ajnat  my  lord 
Wellcsley.  As  the  papers  are  not  to  be  objected  to,  it  is 
not  necessvy  for.  me  to  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the 
HoQ« ;  suf»ce  it  to  say,  that  to  insure  the  support  of  those 
grintlenen  oh  this  side  of  the  House,  and  the  aid  and  ^ 
couniMance  of  many  honoumble,  disinterested,  conscien- 
ttoiis  gettdem^ii  on  the  other,  I  shall  produce  a  charge, 
copied  aknOst  verb^im  from  the  articles  of  impeachment 
Toteti  against  Mr.  Hastings,  bv  a  strong,  overpowering 
majofity  of  this  House,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  late 
Mr.  Pitt.  I  move  for  **  copies  of  the  correspondence 
hetmfext  Marquis  Cornwallis  and  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
other^MitiVe  {Mwers,  and  the  Court  of  Directors ;  as  also  of 
thecorraspondeaceof  Marquis  Wellcsley  with  the  native 
poweiv,  with  the  British  onieers  employed  in  India,  and 
witli  the  Ck>urt  of  Diiectors  on  the  affairs  of  India." 

Jiff'  Whitshed  Keane  cordially  seconded  the  motions  of 
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4hft  honourable  gentleman,  to  whom  the  House  and  the 
public,  he  conceived,  were  much  ipddlitdl)  andforwho$c 
talents  he  entertained  gncat  rcsprtt.  He  doubted  mit 
<hat  his  motives  were  pure  and  howmmble,  and  such  he 
hoped  ever  to  find  them.  .    ,  . . 

'  Jfr.  Paull  trusted  the  House  vrould  excuse  bkn  for 
Saying  a  v^ry  fesv  words  reg?trdihg  himself.  He  assured 
the  honourable  seconder,  the  House,  and  the  public,  that 
he  dared  the  breath  of  calumny,  to  impute  to  him,  with 
iustico,  any  motives  but  those  of  a  plublic  nature.  He 
bore  no  animosity  to  Lord  Wellesley,  personally :  he 
would  exert  his  honest  endeavours  to  prosecute  him  to 
<'onviction,  as  the  enemy  to  tl»e  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness of  India,  and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  mother- 
rountry.  He  would  consider  him  in  wo  light  but  th^  of 
a  £^reat  state  delinquent^  in  the  situation  Mr.  Hastings 
stood  on  his  return  from  abroad,  with  this  esjvntial  dff- 
ference ;  that  '^f  hat  wai  undefined  crime  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Hnstinsrs,  was  positive  criminality-  in  the  case  of 
.Lord  ^Vellrsley : — ^the  latter  cotild  plead  no  excuse,  no 
error  in  judgment,  no  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  his 
country,  Iwving  beeft  a  member  of  the  British  Paflia- 
ment  when  the  articles  of  impeachment  were  T6ted 
a;rai^»st  Mr.  Hastings.  One  word  morip,  Sir,  said  Mr. 
Paull,  and  I  have  done.  I  stand  proud  of  acting  t^lth 
the  partv  to  which  I  belong;  and  I  tate  tWis  oppor- 
tunity, feir,  of  dedaring,  in  the  face  of  this  House,  that 
wilh  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  or  with  any  other  potentate 
on  the  peninsula  of  ill-fa<ed  India,  I  am  as  uncon- 
nected as  with  the  Emperor  of  France  ;  nor  will  I  allow 
with  impunity  insinuations  calculated  to  injure,  through 
me,  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice  ;  of  the  unfairness  of 
<such  aR|iersioiis,  no  man  knows  better  than  Marquis 
Wellesley  himself. 
On  the  first  motion  being  put  from  the  chair, 
Sir  T.  T.  MHtalf  said,  that  similar  motions  to  thoscj 
now  brought  forward  had  led  to  nothing  but  great  trouble 
and  cxjjence.  He  trustetl  therefore,  that  the  tlonse  would 
pause  before  it  would  consent  to  grant  pai>er8  umler  jnich 
circumstances,  to  any  individual,  however  rcspectlBTe  he 
may  be.  This  was  one  objection  he  felt  to  the  mbtfohs  of 
the  hon.  gentleman.  There  was  another  iotSy  wbich'^iriSny 
weighed  within  liis  mind.  The  p?ipers  that  had  mready 
Wn  produced,  had  got  into  tlie  hands  of  <ran5feff6rs» 
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through  whom  the  French  gorenulient  had  obtained  the 
nformatioii  they   oontaiiiea:   a  circumstanoe  that   had 
proTed  materially  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  dom^ 
pany.    The  impottanoe  of  it  to  the  French  goV^iment  was 
locfay  that  Bonaparte  would  haVe  sacrific^  half  the  rei 
Tenue  of  France  to  obtain  it^    Besides,  he  should  ask  wlie^ 
ther  the  present  was  a  proper  time  to  agitate  such  questions^ 
Under  ibe  influence  or  these  objections,  he  should  feel  it  hiti 
duty  to  divide  the  House.  -  When  a  member  Was  consciouir 
0{  being  actuated  by  a  sense,  of  diity^  he  should  not  bef 
ashamed  to  avow  his  feelings.    Then  hon.  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  papiers,  when  produced,  woula  criminate  thd 
ooaduct  of  the  noble  marquis ;  but  diis  he  begged  leave  to 
deny,  as  he  was  convincea  in  his  conscience  that  tio  one  of 
than  would  affect  the  public  or  priva|e  character  of  that 
noble  lord ;  and  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  attend  in  that 
House^  he  was  sure  he  would  say  in  reply  to  the  motions, 
^^  give  the  papers."  Besides,  it  would  have  the  most  dan* 
serous  eflect,  if  it  should  be  thought  on  the  Continent  of 
India  that  all  the  treaties  and  engagements  that  had  been 
4&temif  into  with  the  native  powers,  could  be  rescinded  by 
a  vole  of  parliament.    The  hon.  member  had  disdaimra 
any  connection  with  the  Nabob  of  Onde,  and  vet  he  had 
seen  that  potentate  later  than  any  other  member  of  that 
House.    It  was  certainlv  competent  to  parlianient  to  iU'^ 
qoixe  into  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  but  this 
was  not  Ae  time ;  and  for  all  these  reasons  he  should  cer^ 
teinly  take  the  sense  of  the  House. 

•  Mr.  Frtmcis  had  not  been  in  the  House  when  the  md<< 
tions  were  proposed ;  b^t  fin  in  adverting  to  the  mischiefs 
that  b«l  arisen  from  similar  motions,  the  hon.  baronet 
seemed  to  allude  to  those  made  by  himself^  he  felt  it  neces* 
sary  to  say  a  few  words.  If  any  mischiet  had  arisen  firom 
the  production  of  the  capers  he  had  moved  for,  it  was 
chargeable  only  on  the  ooard  of  controul,  which  had  thd 
power  of  deciding  which  of  them  mi^ht  be  produced  with 
Wk6i^^  and  was  at  liberty  to  withhola  such  as  could  not  bel 
pubhshed  consistently  with  the  public  interest.  As  to  the 
ot^tion  respecting  the  expence  that  would  attend  tht 
pnating  the  papers  moved  for,  it  might  have  some  weight 
with  vnlgaf  minds ;  but  it  was  not  fjo  be  tolerated  in  that 
HoQse^  wh^  an  inquiry  was  to  be  instituted  respecting  the 
maarngGnaetd  of  the  affairs  of  India,  the  revenues  of  which 
IMS  Gitunated  at  fifteen  tnlHions^  With  respect  to  bis  own 
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cipinion  of  itfar^iis  WelHley'sx^Qduct,  he  had  slated  it 
ip  ,lhe  Hou^,  iMQil  to  the  couiUrv,  and  saw  no  rea^oa  to* 
alter  it.  H^  was  not  lobe  awexi  or  intimidated  iato  ajir 
Sibancjonment  otf  hu  winci{de9.  T|ie  bon.  baranet  hadf 
^UMed  that  considerable  danger  arose  frcHn  tbe.intelVg^ncot 
dJarived  to  the  enemy  from  the  pubHcatioa  of  th^s^  papers ; 
but  he  was  of.  opinipn  that  the  enem^  had  gained  tmote  ia<^ 
£>rmation  from  Slarquis  Wdleslcy^  mtercepted  oorrcy^pon-- 
«tence  wnich^had  beea  published,  in  the  Momfeurf  aod 
afterwards  translated  into  all  the  London  papevs,  from, 
which  only  the  public  obtained  the  in6>rmatjoa,  though 
the  contents  of  the  correspondence  ought  io  have  been.  long, 
{lefoie  transnptted  direct  to  ^be  gofrcrnors  of;  the  Indift 
Ckunnany.  lie  was  him^  uotaware^of  any  dfixigisx,  that 
^oalabeapi>rehended  from  thepioductio^.of  the  papers;, 
and.  that  thece  had  Seen  no  objection  felt  to  graatiog  them 
on  that  sGore^  he  appealed  to  the  declaration  of-  th^  noble 
^d  who  i&)  or  latdy  wa%  at  the  head  of  the  bWd  of 
cpotroul.  That  noble  lord  had  said  that  be  saw  no  possibb^^ 
fd>i(9ctioA  io^  their  being  pr<x)ttced* 
.  In  answer  to  Sir  T«  Metcalfe,  Mr.  PmU  sotdt&fitidi^^ 
4(onduct  of  the  worthy  baronet  excited  his  utmgq^fsasiD'^ 
Aishment,  an  .astonishment  not  unmixed  with  some  degfce 
of  indignation.  Did  the  boa.  baronot  mean  to-crusb  thia: 
^usinass  by  a  side  wind  I  If  he  did  he  n^stoc^  bis  ooujrse* 
The  ijefiisal  of  tlie  papers-could  avail  Lord  Wellesley  noi 
thing :  my  wi^h^^  ijir^  said  Mr.  PaulU  is  to  accompaej  as«^ 
sertion  with  proof^  which  the  hoQ.  baronet  seen^  to  Vvishi 
to  prevont;  but  opposition  can  only  make  me  morezealousy 
an  opjposition  specially  of  this  soi^^  apr  oppositfoiteiitiidy 
and  completfly  unforoBeen.  auid  unexpected,  as  the  noble 
]^rd  who  presides  at.  the  board  of  controul)  to  waom  I. 
&irbr  and  candidly  sahipi^i^  the  list  of  the  papers,  told: 
me  th^re  could  be  no  possiUe  objectioo  to  the  DroaUQtion  of 
(he.  W^^  I  l>aye  tblisn^ght  moved  Son.  Annoni  member 
of  tJuie  same  board,  wboip  I  am  ha^py  to  side  in  his  ptooe 
(Mr.  Wallape)  will  do  me  the  justice  to-  cQo|inft.tb«»<^ 
sertion,  if  confirmation  was  at  all  necessaiy.  .  •  ^ 
.*  jMt^  WaUnce  corroboraled  ^  ^statementof  Mn^Pa^^ 
and  could  see.  no  leasonable  objection  to  the  produ^tiott.-or 
the  papers ;  he  however  wisijedl  Mr.  Paull  would  lomit  ia 
(be  last  motion  ih»,  words.  ^^  ^ecr^  tfirmt  montif^^^  ^Mti 
Ipw  ^\  D.urbar:ch2yrge"  instead*  ,  -  * .    n 

; .  Mr.  JPmdl  replied  h^  could  b(ti^  }¥>  poisibk  fotueotioor 
Iv  prmtcd 
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prmded*^  flie  secrdt  Msrrice  money,"  if  any,  was  inclnded 
under  ttie  head  of  ^^  Ddiimr  charges  ;"  he  did  not  stickle, 
lie  ttdd,  for  terms,  provided  th^  subfi^ajK^  was  the  satne: 
he  looked  only  to  sdbslantiat  jnstice  between  Lord  Wei- 
ie^eyttid  the  public,  and  conclmted  with  saying  that  no- 
thing ooQld  deter  him  from  proce^ing  in  the  tine  of  con« 
dtiGt  he  had  laid  down  for  himself. 

.  The  sense  of  the  Rou^se  being  decidedly  in  fkvour  of 
Mr.  Panlt's  motions,  Sir  T.  Metealfe  withdrew  his  opp(y- 
sitioD)  and  the  Tarions  motions  were  then  carried. 

THE  hSTZ  RIGHT  UONOVnABLB  WH.  PITT« 

Mr.  Uemv  Lagcettes^ — li  is  my  anxious  wish,  sir,  il 
oondnelHig  iho  melandhdy  business  of  whidi  i  g»ve  no^ 
tioe  on  (Friday,  to  endeavour,  as  much  as  possible,  t6  pre** 
venta^rerival  of  those  political  difierenoes,  which  existed 
dorii^  (he  whole  iilus^ions  career  of  the  distinguished  pe^ 
son,  <m  whose  memory  it  k  the  object  of  my  moti(m  to  con^ 
lev  some  singular  marh  of  notional  respect.  I  am  desiroob 
that  without  inralving  theconsklerotion  of  such  topics,  a* 
<9poftunity  should  be  affiiided  of  bestowing  on  the  memorjT 
of  so  gredt  a  man  snchr  a  distti^UBhed  tribnte  as  would  bt 
eonformable^witfi  the  feeling  of  this  Unnse,.  and  of  th^ 
oation ;  for  I  am  ^une  theie  feelings  aregencial,  and  aiifce 
lumouraUe  to  the  commnnity  as  to  the  reputation  of 
ihe  party  that  is  the  dbjeotof  it  With  thia  riew  I  shall 
alndmiflly  sEbstoin  from  emxmeratii^  the  varioas  ei^ents  thaifc 
bave  formed  the  great  and  leading  fcatiires  of  his  brilliant 
adminbtration,  uid  shalk  theiefoce  avoid  entering  into  A 
fonstfkration  of  these sufagocts^  which  mighC  lead  to  adis^ 
cussion  foreign  to  the  object  of  niy  motion*  1  do  smcereiy  . 
nvow  ray  feelings  df  regiret,^  ftelingS  which  must  c^etate  ou 
the  mind  of  erery  man  who  ndues  the  intcmsti  of  nis  coun^ 
try,  and  which  are  generaUy  diffusad  through  all  classes  of 
the  community,  &r  the  loBS^of  a  man  so  iUnstrions,  so  emi* 
nently  distinguished,  and  so  disiiiteiestDd ;  and  whose  coif^ 
0lattt  and  unwearied  effort^  wes-eever  directed  to  promota 
and  advance  the  interests  o€  his 'Country,  whose  tranRc^n^ 
daMtaknte  aiul  singular  afailitisS  had  oaiformty  acquired 
him  the  adndxation  of  hi&  country  and  of  Europe.  Hav^ 
ing-sthted  thus  mucfa^  I  shall  be  satisfied  ui  this  in^nce^ 
^Mt  aubmiitii^my  motiott  to  the  House,  which  is  lite*> 
rally  the  same  with  the  pieccd^iit  that  took  place  in  tlie  gloi* 
ftiooainstaneocf  hisiUoBtriimr  fethcr.    Lam  sure  thi^t  na 
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nan  urill  deny ,  that  the  son  was  as  great  a  man  as  the  &ther* 
I  have  adopted  the  very  words  of  the  precedent  in  the  case 
of  Lord  Cnatham,  and  abstain  from  any  fiirther  obaenra- 
tions,  because  it  would  be  matter  of  r^ret  to  me  to  oflfer 
any  thin£  to  th^  House  that  might  give  rise  to  any  dif- 
ference of  opinion  on  a  subject  on  wmcbunanlnutyis  so 
desirable.    I  have,  however,  one  word  to  address  to  those 
^ndemen  who  are  of  opinion  that  I  should  dday  my  mo- 
tion till  after  the  discussion  of  another  motion,  for  an  in- 
quiry respecting  some  part  of  the  administration  of  the 
much-lamented  object  of  my  motion.*    If  we  look  to  the 
twenty  years,  during  which  that  illustrious  personage  had 
gaidM  the  administration  of  his  country,  every  measure  of 
which  had  received  the  unqualified  approbation  of  that 
country,  we  shall  not  discover  any  reason  for  such  delay. 
Besides,  feeling  as  I  do  on  the  subject,  and  persuaded,  as  I 
am,  that  the  feelings  of  the  House  and  of  Uie  Countn^  are  ^ 
in  unison  with  mine,  it  would  ill  become  me  to  put  off  the' 
motion  of  which  I  gave  notice,  on  the  ground  of  a  bare  pos-* 
•ibility  Uiat  some  enors  mtcht  be  (fiscovered  in  treaties 
mrhich  have  not  yet  been  laid  before  the  House.    Having' 
taid  thus  much  to  account  for  my  conduct,  I  think  I  should 
do  wron^  in  not  proceeding  with  my  motion.    I  shall  eon- 
dude,  sir,  with  moving*— ^^  That  an  humble  address  be 
fsesented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he  would  be  eracioosly 
^eas6dtodirect,ttiatthereniainsof  thelateRtHon.  Wm. 
l^itt  be  interred  at  the  public  expenoe,  and  that  a  rnonu^ 
jnent  be  erected  to  hu  memory,  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of 
St.  Peter,  Westminster,  with  an  inscription  expressive  of 
the  inemrable  loss  the  nation  has  sustained  by  the  death  of 
so  excellent  a  statesman." 

TheJIfaroto^  of  lH^c/j/ieM  seconded  the  motion.  He 
had  opposea  the  measures  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  ^ 
during  a.  ffreat  part  of  his  poUtical  career^  but  'was  not, 
however,  cfisposed  to  xefnse  any  consistent  mark  of  respect 
as  a  tribute  to  the  integrity  of  his  character,  and  his*  rare 
and  transcendent  talents.  He  i^onld  not  be  understood  in 
voting  for  this  motion,  to  vote  any  condemnation  of  the 
line  of  conduct  he  had  himsdf  pursued,  whilst  opposing 
the  measures  of  the  right  h<m.  gentleman,  now  uttfotto* 
nately  no  more.    He  had  since  aded  with  that  right  hon. 

Sntleman;  but  though  ranked  amongst  his  political 
ends,  he  had  not  enjoyed  his  private  friendship^  In  the 
ippp9rt  he  gave  to  we  prerait  motiop^  he  yms  actuated 
,       '  :     .  solely 
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soldj  by  his  admiration  of  his  yirfues  and  extraordinarf 
laleiits,  which  mi^ht  be  justly  ajipieciated  without  the  acU 
vantage  offamilMuror  mendly  intercourse.  He  thought 
the  house  called  upon  to  pay  some  signal  mark  of  its  res* 
pecty  in  this  instance^  by  perpet  uating  the  memoiy  of  a  mem* 
oer  so  aUe,  soeniinent,  so  disting^uisbed,  and  disinterested* 

On  the  motion  being  put  from  the  chair, 

Xorif  Jb/Ailoii^,  with  regret,  found  that,  though  he  felt 
08  sincerely  as  any  gentleman  for  the  occasion  which  had 
given  rise  to  the  motion  before  the  house,  he  could  not,  con* 
sistently  with  his  sense  of  public  duty,  assent  to  it.  He  aU 
lowed  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  brought  it  forward^ 
every  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  introduced  it,  and 
should  follow  the  example  he  had  given  in  abstaining  from 
the  discussion  of  any  topics  that  might  lead  to  the  revival 
of  past  differences.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  stated,  that 
the  merits  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  were  such,  as  to  de- 
serve some  signal  mark  of  the  respect  of  that  house ;  oH 
this  point  hediffisred  with  the  hon.  gentleman,  and,  with*"; 
out  entering  into  the  consideratbn  of  these,  he  should* 
hsiely  state  the  ground  of  his  cminion  to  be,  the  result  of  a 
comparative  view  of  what  had  been  the  situation  of  the 
country  when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  first  come  into 
office,  and  what  it  is  at  present.  On  this  ground  therefore, 
if  he  should  be  followed  by  any  other  gentleman,  that 
might  think  with  him,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  mvide 
the  house  upon  the  motion. 

Eari  Loftu9  X9BS  so  completely  convinced  of  the  great 
and  brilliant  talents  of  the  lamented  object  of  the  motion, 
tint  he  could  not  content  himself  with  giving  a  silent  vote 
on  the  occasion.  He  most  heartily  concurrra  in  the  mo* 
iion. 

Mr,  Hawkins  Browne  hoped,  that  the  motion  would 
have  been  received  by  the  house  with  an  unanimity  accord* 
ftnt  to  the  universal  grief  with  which  every  British  heart 
was  moit  deeply  affect^,  and  with  the  unfeigned  respect 
ao  justly  due  to  the  memory  of  this  illustrious  statesman, 
who  WW  ever  be  lamented  and  revered :  but,  as  a  noble 
lord  oQ  the  other  side  (Lord  Folkstone)  had  arisen  to  op- 
pose the  motion,  he  was  desirous  of  expressing  his  hearty 
coBcuncnce  with  it,  as  he  had  had  the  honour  of  sitting 
neartwo«and4wenly  yearsinthat  house,  and  of  having  sup- 
f«rtod^  from  the  most  uti>iassed  conviction,  all  the  leading 
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tmea8tif»  of  Bin  Pitt'a  «diiiiiiistFatbn.^--Iie  slibtikl  av6id 
thoae  Captos  which  might  creattc  disenssicm,  and  those  de^ 
1^'ivllieli  would  dday  the  vote  a  great  m^Qiity  of  Aat 
iKmil^  he  was  confident^  were  impstient  to^ive;  •  We  bad 
onlj  to  look  aroand  us,  and  a  thoasaiid  objeeCs  woukl  for- 
cihly  obtrude themsely^  upon  our  view,  <»nply  suffioienttd 
coalute  the  assertion  of  the  noble  lord,  tliat  the  great  and 
good  Vnan  whom  we  all  deplore,  kdd  le^  tkis  country  in  a 
worse  situaHon  than  he  had  found  it  in.  He  should  confine 
him^lf  to  subjects  upon  wnioh  no  difierenee  of  opiirimi 
could  be  entertained.  The  funds  were  justly  considered 
as  the  criterion  of  national  prosperity ;  notwithstanding 
the  lar^  exponditare  which  a  very  long  and  extensivte 
war  \\9d  occasioned,  where  our  efforts  exceeded  all  former 
pieoedcnts ;  notwithi^tanding  the  dismai  prosfpeicts  we  have 
now  before  us,  tiie  tluaepercentsare  higher  than  at  thecoma 
moncemeni  of  Mn  'Pittas  administration,  though  we  were 
Ihen  in  full  peace,  akid  there  was  eveiv  f^ospect  of  its  long 
continuance.  Our  public  credit  had  been  6ak\y  supported 
by  kia  admirable  ^sMir  of  finance,  a  system  approved  by 
ail  parties,  which,  if 'it  ha4  been  the  single  fi^tnveof  bi^ 
adiniotstralioQ,  diservedevOi«|p4ionoura  grateful  people  can 
bestow.  However  gloomy  the  pn^sent  aspect  of  public  «fr 
lairs  may  be  wttb  vcspedt  to  the  Continent,  we  must  tson^ 
sider.,  that  Europe  has  been  shaken  to  its  Very  centre  by 
the  French  rjevtMution  ;  we  must  reflect,  how  much  more 
this  country  was  in  danger  from  that  dreadful  omvulsion, 
thanr  inany  other  neighbouring  slates,  and  how  much  less 
we  have  su&recl  from  it ;  and  how  great  a  strength  we 
fiow  possess  to  resist  our  inveterate  foe.  To  what  cause 
under  Providence  do  we  owe- our  preservation  from  the. 
most  imminent  danger  ?  from  whence  are  derived  all'  the ' 
bleasinsia  we  enjo^,  all  the  hopes  we  Ofitertain  ?  from  the 
splendid  naval  victories  obtained  under  Mr.  Pitt's  minis* 
try.  From  the  vigour  he  has  difiused  through  the  United 
Kingdom ;  from  the  formidable  force  he  has  created ;  from 
the^mei^y  be  has  given  to  our  native  courage,  our  indus^ 
iry>  our  ingenuity,  our  commelcial  spirit,  our  military  hn- 
dotti,  we  are  become  a  more  commercial,  and^  at  the  same 
time  a  moore  military,  nation  than  wcever  have  been.  If  we 
r^ard  our  intemal  situation  alone,  and  view  the  mpid 
progi^oaaof  OAr  agriculture,  our  manufkt!ture»,  our  canals^ 
par  ez|>or(JB  atad  imports^  during  the  la$t  two-andrtweft^ 
...-.-  years  i 
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jeais ;  and  compare  this  progress'  whli  tiieir  improytv 
meat  during  ^j[  former  period ^  >vc>kaU  find*  fm  asionbh* 
log  advance  of  national  protqperity ;  aiid  if  we  compart^onc 
present  resources,  our  actual  wealth  and  power,  witk  the 
ioipoTerjsbed  apd  depras^ed  state  of  the  country^  verging 
1^  towaid&banluruptcy,  in  1783,  when  Mn  Pitt  was:  first 
placed  at  1i^  heloi,  we  m^y  apply  to  him  what*  Suetonius 
say&  of  Ajigufittts  Giesar,  Uiat  he  found  llam^  of  bricks 

.  jUr.  m^y  Jddmgton  declare[}»  tbal^  il  waa  with  oon* 
aiderafato-pain  and  reluctance  that  he  offeiied  himadf  to  the* 
Boiice of  the •  hou^e,  ^v^ei^for a sijigh  miniite,  on  an oecd^* 
Slop  so  moumfuL  to  himself}  as  it  cquUI  not  fail  tobe  ta* 
ciwcj  individiiaL  wiU>ij|  those  walk)  and  to  the  country  at 
laigQ.  To  the  quQation^aa  pvmoaed  hy  the  boft.  genHe*. 
iiuuiniidei  themUery,  ho  should  decidedly  asBcnt^  as  fat/ 
i|a it referiied  to ^oseemqent aerjirices of  the  dialin^is»hed< 
c^aiacter.wboaelo^.tiiey.T^ere  now.deploring^.tlie  Talueaad' 
ijB^portiw^e  of  which  h^faM  had  tho  meana  of  eatimatti^; 
t^  splendour  of  Mrhich^no  one  waat  moreieady  1o:  admit 
^IPfthifD^elfy  and.wbicji  it  Jicid  been  the  pride  and  hiap* 
fi»m  of  ai  consKl<H:able,paFt  of  his  .life  to^liave  approved 
a^4aamKHliBd«  In  the  vol^  4hat  he*iifaa  about  Xo  givo,  be 
kf^gaS^"^  ^  nndensfood,  tii£4  he  did  not  meanat  all  to  ad- 
vert to  more  recent  mea$i:^reaf  which  wqnld  probably  soon 
oome  nndcr  the  consideration,  and  investigation ,  of  the 
hmifle^  Wjd  on  which  neither  he  nor  any  other  member 
could  ai  yei  feel  hinis^lf  qualified  to  form*  a  correct  judg*- 
laent*  With  thi$  cxphuuitiolVf  YKhich  he  amid  not  pro«» 
pec(f  ayoid  giving  bat  which.Ho  ho|ied  would  jnathe  coa**^ 
sidcradas  meaning. to  sttUtract  from  his  ^atisfacUon  in  con--^ 
^cwrin^  wi^  the  hon.  morer^  the  question  that  had  been 
lead  Kowi  the  chair. met  with  his. entire  approbatian^  and- 
a^uld  have^  his  4mded  supports 

.  Mr,  H'Uiiam.SfnUh  felt  now  unpJeasant  a  situatiaii  any 
yptlfnian  would  be  placed  in»  who  shou]id.<opposoft  iirk 
ti^bro^ght£iftni¥ardHnd:sfconded  in  the  same  manner  a»^ 
tl^  one  then  vnder  discossiou.    Btot  he  also  Mi^  that  con-^- 
sigl^tly  with  his  senses  of  pulilic  duty,  he  could  not  accede^ 
to  it ;  and  fHiinful  as.  the  ])erformance  of  such  a  duly  "Bnist  * 
Ill^he  couldnot^hri^  firom  thp  4a[sk.     The  pcr^manec  of^ 
his  duty  in  tha  present  instanccy  was  the  nMore  painful  no? 
hii«l;  9»  he  eirtneiiifily  i^gtetted  the  l#sfi  of  tbt^  eminent  and 
UkOinsuished. person  who  was  thp  dbjcct  of  thci-motiiy^.. 
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No  gentleman  who  had  opposed  that  right  hon.  gentleman's 
jneasuies,  nor  an^  friend  who  deploim  hikn,  could  more 
sinoerely  regret  his  loss.    He  too  had  had  the  honour  of  ^ 
seat  in  that  house  during  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  that 
light  hon.  gentleman  had  been  in  oiBce.    He  had,  during 
that  time,  frequently  witnessed  the  exercise  of  his  ereat  ta^ 
lents  knd  transoenaent  powers,  which  he  had  omn  con« 
ftraaplated  with  admiration  and  awe.    He  felt  onegreund 
of  oojectibn  to  the  motion  on  public  prindples.    In  the 
motion  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  represented  as  an  ex- 
cellent statesman.    If  he  were  called  upon  to  vote  thanks 
(thanks  unfortunately  could  not  now  be  voted),  if  he  were 
called  upon  to  vote  some  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory  6x 
his  disinterestedness  as  a  statesman,  he  should  readily  cen* 
cur.    But  when  he  was  to  yfAe  this  mark  of  tespect  to  the 
li^ht  hon.  gentleman  as  an  excellent  statesman,  he  thought 
liimself  bound  to  consider  whether  that  character  belonged 
to  his  measures  and  administration.    With  a  view  to  such 
estimate,  he  knew  of  no  criterionbut  a  consideration  of  the 
state  of  the  country  at  the  time   he   came  into  office, 
of  his   conduct   whilst  in   office,    and  of  the  present 
state  of  the   country.    However,  this  would    occupy 
too  much  of  the  time  of  the  house.    Every  gentleman 
would  make  the  comparison  in  his  own  mind  and  deduce 
a  result  for  himself.    'The  result  in  his  mind  was,  he  con- 
fessed, unfavourable  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman.    But  he- 
had  another  objection  of  a  more  private  nature  to  the  mo* 
tion,and  which  applied  particularly  to  himself.    He  had 
been  placed  in  the'  situation  which  he  filled  in  that  house  by - 
,  the  suffirafies  of  a  large  body  of  men,  who  certainly  did  not 
consider  Uie  right  hon.  gentleman  an  excellent  statesman. 
They  had  elected  him,  b^ause  they  thought  his  principles 
honest,  and  that  he  would  oppose  that  gentleman's  mea- 
sures.   How  could  he  then  return  to  his  constituents  after 
such  an  approbation  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  wisdom 
as  a  statesman,  which  so  directly  contradicted  his  former 
opposition  to  his  administration  ?  He  bdiefed  the  hon. 
member  who  had  brought  forward  the  motion  to  have  beea 
actuated  by  the  purest  motives,  and  he  was  sore  every  ^n« 
tleman  sincerely  remtted  the  loss ;  but  on  the  principles 
he  had  stated  he  felt  it  an  imperious,  though  a  painful 
duty,  to  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  lytches  had  hoped  that  the  supporters  of  the 
right  lion*  geailemw  irho  was  the  object  of  the  motion^ 
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Mnd  his  abettors,  -would  have  appeared  on  this  occasioh 
irith  becoming  silence  and  desolation.  He  had,  as  muoli 
as  aay  man,  admired  the  ableness  of  that  right  hon.  gen^ 
lleman's  elocution,  and  the  electricity  o£  his  reasoning, 
{a  lau^hj  and  loud  coaghifigr)  He  was  not^  however, 
in  despair  respecting  the  emanation  of  some  sparks  from 
Iiis  genius  fa  laugh),  !Ie  wis  in  hopes  (hat  the  House 
.irould  produce  as  eminent  talents,  when  be  contemplated 
tke  large  spreading  shrubbery  of  genius  which  was  shoot- 
ing up  so  many  heads.  (Laitd  and  general  laughing  a^ 
catiffhingy  andtht  hon.  member  ceased.) 
•  Sir  Robert  Buxton.  ^1  did  expect,  after  the  candid 
•xoaatier  in  which  ray  honourable  friend  had  introduded  Ilia 
.motion^  for  a  public  mark  of  tlie  bi^h  scn^  this  House  and 
ibis  nation  entertained  of  the  character  of  that  ^eat  man 
.whose  loss  we  now  deplore,  that  all  party  considerations 
'Would  have  been  buried  in  oblivion,  and  that  w^  shouKl 
sm\y  bave  looked  to.  hare  paid  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory 
4d  the  greatest  man  that  this,  or  any  other  country,  ever 
prodttcra,  to  whose  ciTorts  and  unwearied  exertions  this  na* 
4tan  now  owes  her  mesent  ^^xi^tdnce.  I  feel  a  greater  iudif- 
^fereace  to  tlic  numbers  with  which  this  motion  shall  be  car-* 
ried^  as  ike  memory  of  his  great  name  will  not  depend 
spun  the  records  of  this  House ;  for  long  ailer  they  shall  be 
annihilated,  when  the  qcnuititution.  itself  «haU- no  lon^ 
exLsty  nay,  when  the  venerable  pile  which*shall  contain bw 
.sacffed  afihes  shall  Be  cmmhlod  intodu^t,  the  immortal  name 
of  Pilt  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  world,  when  life 
l^^eat  character  will  receive  that  justice  which  is  due  to  his 
4ran9cendent  virtues  and  abilities. 

TheMarquis  of  Douglas  felt  it  painful  to  be  obliged,  by  a 
flense  of  duty,  to  oppose  this  motion  for  a  mark  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  was  the  object 
of  the  motion.  If  the  gentleman  who  had  bronght  for^ 
ward  this  motion  had  left  bis  ashes  in  peace,  they  would 
'have  left  the  House  in  the  situation  in  wnich  it  ought  to  re<^ 
main.  He  was  ready  to  assent  to  evety  thing  that  had  been 
.said  of  the  ereat  and  eminent  talents  of  the  right  hon.  gen*" 
tleman,  and  to  admit  that  the  House'ought  to  be  graceful 
ibr  his  services  on  many  occasions.  The  success,  howevefj 
of  measures  alone  could  entitle  them  to  such  distinction  ns 
was  now.  claimed.  It  was  not  sufficient  that  a  man  should 
Jiave  talentsand  eminent  public  virtues,  his  measures  should 
Jbe  snecessful)  for.  it  was  the  result  that  would  decide.  With 
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^aid  to  tbe  form  of  the  motion,  he  objected  also  to  that. 
Toe  comparison  thai  was  instituted  betiveen  tbe  right  hon« 
gentleman  and  bis  illustrious  father  did  not  appear  to  him 
ttst,because  the  di&rence  between  the  two  persons  was  very 
mat.    He  too  could  draw  comparisons,  but  be  should  for- 
bear from  dwelling  on  such  topics.    He  should  ask,  how- 
ever, what  was  the  situation  of  the  country,  with  a  vifcw  to 
its  internal  stlei^gtb  and  external  rdations,  after  the  seven 
years*  war,  and  whether  the  present  state  of  the  country 
could  be  compared  with  it  ?  There  was  another  circura- 
it^mce  to  wUca  also  he  might  advert.    The  public  had  not 
yet  rested  from  paying  tbe  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  immorUil  Nelson.    Would,  he  asked,.Jbe 
same  crowds  have  followed  the  bier  of  that  illustrioH!*  hero 
if  he  had  lost  a  British  fleet  ?  If  not,  it  was  evident  that 
•vucoess  should  crown  the  effort  in  order  to  entitle  the  indi- 
Vidu^  to  any  mark  of  national  gratitude.    He  had  done 
bis  duty  in  exposing  the  measures  of  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man,  but  he  ^ould  not  now  disturb  his  adies,  over  which 
.he  w<mld  walk  with  veneration.    He  could,  if  he  were 
.disposed,  take  a  review  of  the  situation  of  our  finances ; 
be  eould  ^ven  advert  to  a  transaction  of  the  last  sessim, 
;  wherdn  a  noble  lord,  mw  suffering  under  the  censure  of  the 
iHottse,  had  bew  protected  by  the  right  hon.  gentlonan. 
>|n  Obedience  to  his  soiiO  of  duty,  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
oppose  the  motion. 

Ceif  ertfl^  Tar/etM  esrpiened  hb  surprise  that  any  6ppo»« 
tion  should  have  been  made  to  the  motion ;  and  declared 
:t)iat,  in  his  olpiflion>  the  last  five  months  of  Mr.  Pitt's  ad- 
ministration mnned  the  most  brilliant  period  of  his  whole 
political  career. 

Lord  Temple  rose  to  express  in  a  few  words  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  assented  to  the  moti<m.    It  might  be  sup* 
.posed,  he  observed,  from  the  dose  cmmcction  by  blood 
which  he  had  with  the  eminent  person  who  was  the  object 
lof  the  motion,  that  he  would  have  sat  in  silence  tin  the 
House  had  decided  on  the  question.    But  as  he  had  latdy 
differed  on  several  public  measures  with  that  respected  per-* 
son,  he  thought  himself  bound  to  state  in  these  fSew  words 
the  reasons  that  induced  him  to  votefor  iht  present  motion^ 
In  doing  so,  he  was  influenced  by  hk  knowledge  of  the 
traniicendent  talents,  and  the  purity  and  disinterestedness 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  nad,  fer  many  years,  dis« 
charged  the  duties  of  the  office  which  his  Majesty  had  com- 
mitted 
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mtUed  to  his  charge.  Impressed  -with  these  sentiments,  h« 
coald  support  the  present  motion ;  and  in  doing  so,  bulged 
leave  to  state,  that  he  represented  the  feelings  of  everj* 
member  of  his  family.. 

Mr,  Windham. — ^I'ainful  as  he  should  leel  it  to  make 
any  objection  to  the  motion  then  under  consideration,  he 
could  not,  consistently^  with  his  duty,  omit  to  state -ifc^ 
grounds  upon  which  he  felt  that  he  could  not  assent  to  it^ 
It  would,  indeed,  be  desirable  that  Unanimity  should  pre^ 
vail  on  such  a  subject,  if  that  unanimity  did  not  inrolre  t 
violation  of  principle  and  duly.  Nothing  could  be  mora 
satisfiictory  than  a  compliance  with  the  injunction  whidli 
some  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  had  recommended^ 
namdy,  that  all  party  fodings,  all  post  difierences  and  anl« 
mosliies  should  t)e  forgotten.  Nothing  c<Hild  be  easier  to^. 
him  than  to  bury  all  animosity,  because  he  fAt  no  aai* 
mosity.  No  man  could  feel  more  sensibly  than,  himself 
eveiy  sentiment  of  admiration  for  the  rare  qualities  of  the 
Tight  hon.  gentleman,  now  unfortunately  no  more,  than  he 
did.  He  teit  this  admiration  of  his  remlondent  talents  in 
4m*ry  instance,  and  came  to  the  present  aiscussion  trith  that 
awful  impression  which  could  not  but  be  produced  by  the 
sudden  death  of  a  great  and  eminent  fnan.  But  if  evea 
this  wens  a  question  of  ^ling,  it  might  even  there  be  ne* 
eessary  to  observe  how  far  4t^mightbe  proper  to  share  tiie 
distresses  of  others,  or  io  indulge  theirtf  >at  the  expence.of 
<»tfaenr.  It  was  right  for  theni  to -etondne  how  iar  thejr 
could  indulge  their  generosity  at  theexpence  of  their  public 
duties.  The  duty  they  were  then  to  perform  was  one  of 
the  most  important  they  could  have  to  exercise,  namely^ 
the  aiijndication  of  the  greatest  rewards  that  could  be  to* 
slowed  upon  an  individual.  He  begged  taexamine,  for  hm 
-wished  gentieroen  io  understand  what  was  thenattxreof  the 
proceedings  in  which  they  were  engaged,  upon  what  it  was 
thev  were  to  assent  ix^  the  present  motion.  Was  it  meant 
Ui  TC  said,  that  all  exaltea  transcendent  talents  were  to  be 
so  nswatded?  or,  was  it  meant  to  belaid  down  that  such 
talents  onfy^,  when  long  directed  to  the  public  service^ 
were  proper  objects  of  these  distinctions  ?  or  weve  sucb 
talents  so  directed  officially,  only  to  be  rewarded  ?  or  was  , 
the  prospect  of  the  distinction  to  be  extended  to  talents 
geserally,  and  perseverinj^ly  directed  to  the  public  service, 
withoiit  the  clauns  of  oflmal  situation  ?  If  high  talents  ge« 
n^ally  that  have  beeii  long  directed  to  the  puUic  service  he 
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1^  objects  for  such  rewards,  then  there. had  been  many  per* 
^m^  both  in  this  and  the  other  Ilouse^  that  had  mostemi'* 
nentiy  merited  thnii  by  long,  efteclual,  and  unwearied  ajH 
plication  of  resplendent  talenis  to. the  service  of  ihcir 
dotintTv.  If  it  was  meant  id  say  Ihat  great  talents  officially 
verted  only  were  fit  objects  of  such  rewards,  the  positioa 
was  false,  and  to  assent  to  it  would  be  adverse  to  their  fed« 
ings  and  their  duty.  The  event  that  had  given  rise  to  the 
present  motion  he  sincerely  lamented^  and  he  was  equally 
inclined  to  regret  the  impossibility  he  felt  of  acceding  to  it, 
ibecause,  by  the  line  he  should  pursue,  he'should  be  obliged 
to  tx)ntradict  the  wishes  of  those  with  whom  he  was  anxious 
on  all  occasions  to  concur.  In  the  opposition  he  felt  lo^  the. 
present  motion,  he  was  inclined  to  annex  a  condition  to  the 
possession  of  great  talents,  that  they  should  be  exerted  for 
tile  essential  benefit  of  the  country.  It  might  not  be  amiss 
to  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  subject,  and  this  would  explain 
the  nature  of  his  feelings.  Hewards  like  those  now  pron 
posed  were  always  confrrred  for  great  naval  and  military 
aetvices,  and  almost  exclusively.  Why  ?  did  not  the 
statesman  who  directed  their  operations,  and  laid  the  plans 
^pon  which  they  act,  as  well  as  provided  the  means  that 
eoabled  them  to  triumph,  require  as  great  abilities  for  the 
performance  of  his  office,  as  they  in  the  execution  of  their 
enterprises  ?  Why  should  not  he  then  be  entitled  to  the 
same  honours  ?  Because  their  exploits  came  home  to  the 
ieclings  of  every  man.  He  that  routs  the  armies  of  the 
enemy,  and  he  that  destroys  their  fleets,  makes  his  way 
directly  io  the  heart  of  every  man. 

A  very  xnemori^le  instance  had  lately  been  seen,  in 
the  tribute  pf  national  gratitude  that  had  been  paid  to 
Ae  memory  of  the  immortal  Nelson.  £very  person  in 
the  community,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  from  the 
richest  to  the  poorest,  from  the  most  exalted  to  the  most 
llumble,  vied  with  each  other  in  willing  homage  to  such 
transcendent  merits.  There  was  njo  l^rt  that  did  not 
vibrate  with  the  most  lively  emotions.  No  man  could  mis« 
take.    Uut  it  was  not  to  serve  the  interest  of  parties.    No 

a  an  could  contradict  th^  merits  that  were  rewarded,  and 
erefore  it  is,  that,  according  to  the  practice  of  all  conn** 
tries,  siich  services  are  most  particularly  distinenished. 
And  this  IM  to  another  consideration,  namely,  mtd  unat 
nimity  is  necessar^f .  And  how  was  that  to  be  hoped 
for^  after  a  Ion(^  political  life?  £xcepttfae$iD£lein^teiica 
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that  had  been  stated  as  a  precedenty  not  an  instance  of  this 
kind  was  to  be  met  with  in  the  history  of  this  country  ; 
and  ^et  many  men  had  distinguished  themselves  by  lang^ 
faithful)  able,  and  meritorious  services.    Look  at  anothef 
case : — the  exercise  of  great  and  transcendent  talents,  Ipnf 
directed  to  the  service  of  the  country,  are  more  deserving 
out  of  office  than  in  office.    The' possession  of  a  high  and 
important  office  is  a  powerful  ij^citement  to  zeat,  acti* 
vity,  and  exertion.    The  presumption,  if  any,  must  there-, 
fore  be  favourable  fo  talents  out  of  office,  without  such 
incitement.     He  would  ask  then,  whether  any  individual 
had  ever  possessed  more  unlimited  and  transcendent  talents^ 
or  had  more  perseveringly  or  successfully  directed  these 
talents  to  the  service  of  his  country  than  an  individual^ 
who  must  be  in  the  recollection  of  them  all,  and  to  whom 
no  such   honoftrs  had  been  granted — he  meant  the  late 
Mr.  Burke.     What  man  had  ever  more  sublime  talents,  or 
unbounded  knowledge  and  capacity  ?    Whose  character 
for  wisdom,  disinterestedness,  and  political  virtue,  ever 
stood  higher?    There  were  various«parts  of  his  political 
conduct  upon  which,    as  in  the  present  instance,  some 
diflferenoes  might  have  prevailed  ;  and  he  begged  to  know 
why  those  wbo  think  it  necessary  now. to  grant  these 
honours  did  not  consent  to  grant  them   then  ?    Did  they 
mean  to  say  that  there  was  any  diflference  in  the  circun^ 
stance  of  being  in  or  out  of  office  ?    If  the  individuals 
were  compared,  they  would  be  found  U>  have  the  same 
abilities,  the  same  bng  devotion  to  the  service  of  theit 
country.    He  begged  of  the  gentlemen  who  supported  this 
motion  to  analyse  their  opinions,  and  then  to  judge  of  the 
motives  of  those  who  oppoi»ed  them.     They  objected  im 
the  former  instance  that  the  grant  was  not  desirable,  be- 
canse  it  could  not  be  carried  with  unanimity  ;  and  what, 
he  asked,  was  such  a  grant  without  unanimity?  The  objec-^ 
tionwas,  that  they  could  not  comply  without  a  fear  of 
implicating  themselves  in  all  the  political  opinions  of  the 
j»rty  honoured,  if  they  should  consent  to  vote  the  object 
ijfihe  present  motion  an  excellent  statesman.    He  had 
agreed  with  that  right  hon.  gentleman  when  the  French 
reroltition  had  broken  up  the  European  s\'6tem,  and  had 
separated  from  his  earliest  connections.     AVhetbcr  he  had 
been  right  or  wrong  in  fo  doing  was  not  now  of  any  con^ 
9eqaence,  tbongh  he  could  not  omit  stating,  under  a  due 
caasideratism,  that  he  still  thought'  he  acted  right  under 
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the  circum^aiiccs.  Wbat'hc  thongfat  of  those  circum* 
stances  now  was  no  matter  to  be  dwelt  upon.  It  might 
however  be  urged  against  him  here,  that  ne  had  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  since  the  French  revolution, 
and  ought  not  to  oppose  this  motion.  This  he  should 
meet  by  dividing  the  whole  of  the  right  hdn.  gentkman'i^ 

Folitical  Ufo  into  two  periods:  one  antecedent  to  tho 
rcnch  revolution,  the  other  subsequent  to  it,  and  abide 
by  cither.  But  here  he  deprecated  being  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation of  declaring  any  opinion  thnit  might  oe  contradictory 
to  the  opinions  of  those  connections  for  which  he  had  the 
most  sincere  respect.  With  every  respect  for  the  talents, 
and  every  admiration  for  the  abilities  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  gen- 
tleman, if  he  were  asked  whether  they  had  been  usemlly 
employed  for  the  country,  he  should  say.  No — ^not  even  in 
that  part  of  his  administration  that  had  occurred  since  the 
French  revolution.'  He  had  not  conducted  that  great  cauvc 
like  a  great  man.  He  had  not  conducted  it  lilie  a  skilful 
minister,  T?ith  a  view  to  its  express  objects.  (A  crj/  of 
qvestionf  question!)  It  was  not  his  fault  that  he  touched 
upon  those  topics,  but  the  fault  of  tliose  who  had  brought 
forward  the  motion.  .  His  opposition  to  it  rested  on 
broad  grounds.  This  was  not  a  time  for  entering  into 
any  inquiry,  when  the  lamented  individual  was  clacT in  his 
abroud.  mt  these  honours,  if  granted,  would  be  contrary 
to  historical  truth,  at  such  an  unexampled  and  dangerous 
period  to  pass  a  vote  of  such  unqualified  approbation  on 
twenty  years  of  administration,  that  had  brought  the  coun- 
try to  such  a  perilous  state !'  If  (hey  agreed  to  the  motion^ 
they  should  give  up  the  faith  of  history,  which  would  no 
longer  present  a  m^azine  of  useful  knowledge,  a^  store- 
house of  practical  truth  and  experience.  He  had  stated 
the  principles  upon  which  he  should  vote  to  be,  that  "he 
did  not  tliink  the  whole  of  the  right  honourable  ^entlci 
man^s  administration  useful  for  the  country,  and  thmking 
he  could  not  avoid  declaring  it,  and  voting  accordingly. 
But  when  gentlemen  rested  their  support  of  the  motion  on 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  he  could  not  help  exclaim- 
ing,— God  have  mercy  on  us,  if  our  present  state  were 
prosperity!  If  we  were  to  go  on  in  this  state,  he  did  not 
know  how  long  it  might  last.  When  he  compared  the 
state  of  the  country  now  with  what  it  had  been  twenty- 
years  since,  he  saw  no  reason  to  rejoice.  He  thousrht  for 
these  reasons  that  the  rewards  ought  to  be  withhdd^ 
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as  only  great  merit,  accompanied  by  succe^j  was  entitled 
to  them.  No  sach  rewards  ha<}  been  decreod  to  tlie  im« 
mortal  Nelson,  and  another  gallant  officer,  not  now  a 
member  of  that  House,  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge,  fur  their 
conduct  at  Tenerifte,  wliere  they  displayed  the  greatest  he- 
roism aad  devotion  to  their  country's  cause,  because  ^uc^ 
cess  had  not  crowned  their  cntcrprize.  lie  called  upon 
the  House  not  to  mblead  those  of  the  present  day,  by 
agreeing  to  vote  these  honours,  or  to  weaken  the  tri^th  of 
historv.  For  hb  own  part  he  should  oppose. the  motion, 
as,  if  be  were  to  do  otherwise,  he  should  never  cca£e  to  re- 
proach himself  for  it. 

Mr.  li.  Ruder  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  the 
utmost  astonisnment  at  what  he  had  just  heard.  The  righ^ 
hoD.  gentleman,  at  the  most  critical  period  of  Mr.  Pitt's  ad; 
ministration,  had  been  in  union  with  him ;  he  had  been  a 
sharer  in  his  councils;  he  had  fought  hand  in  hand  with 
him  those  battles  which  saved  the  constitution,  and  indeed, 
by  the  successful  issue  of  which,  in  that  hon.  gentleman's 
own  opinion^  the  constitution  had  been  preserved — and 
now,  forgetting  all  former  friendships  and  attachment^ 
ibrgelting  aU  those  consideratioib  which  ou^ht  peculiarly 
to  have  influenced  him,  he  took  a  part  in  this  oiscussion, 
which  he  honestly  believed  no  man  in  the  House  could 
possiUy  have  anticipated  from  him.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  shewn  a  degree  of  Spartan  virtue,  which  he  coo* 
&S9ed  excited  his  admiration ;  he  had  evinced  an  heroic 
disR^id  of  every  natural  and  every  moral  feeling ;  but. 
Sot  the  sake  of  the  happiness  of  the  world,  he  trusted  that 
this  conduct  would  operate  rather  as  a  warning  to  deter 
others,  than  an  example  to  be  followed  by  them.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  ajflfected  to  doubt  the  meaning  of  the 
pioposition  htfore  the  House.  For  himself,  he  thought  it 
kaa  been'sufficiently  explained..  It  letl  the  question  of  the 
condact  of  admlnistratiQn  daring  the  last  six  months  com-* 
pletdy  ontoached  for  thefaturc  consideration  of  the  Hoase« 
it  was  not  the  stupeQdous  ability  of  the  illustrious  charac* 
ter  whom  he  so  deeply  lamented ;  it  was  not  the  purity  of 
his  moral  character ;  it  was  not  the  confidence  which  lid 
enjoyed  both  in  parliament  and  in  the  country  at  large ;  it 
was  not  even  the  space  which  he  occupied  in  the  age  of  the 
world,  that  was  the  inducement  ia  the  present  motion ;  it 
was  the  use,  the  practical  benefit,  which  this  nation  had  de- 
rived from  him :  the  question  was,  whether,  on  a  rcvisul 
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of  his  yfhdtb  life  and  character,  he  was  not  amply  entttlNl 
to  the  honour  vrhich  it  was  now  proposed  to  pay  to  his  m^ 
mory?  •         - 

Mr.  G.  Ponsofibj/  felt  most  sensibly  the  disadvantage 
under  which  any  man  laboured  who  rose  for  the  purpose  6f 
opposing  a  motion  which  sprung^  from  the  most  generous 
feelings.  However  gentlemen  miy  live  in  diiTetence'  on 
general  and  political  subjeds,  all  must  wish  that  the  aYii« 
mosities  proceeding  from  such  difFcr«iccs  might  be  buried 
Jn  the  grave.  Were  this  a  question  as  to  the  private  cha- 
Tacter,  the  moral  virtues,  or  the  good  intentions  of  Mr.  . 
Pitt,  he  should  not  hesitate  in  giving  it  his  hearty  concur^- 
rence ;  but  the  question  was,'  whether  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, by  its  vote,  should  sanction  and  immorlali/e,  as  far 
as  a  vote  of  that  Hoube  could  immortalize,  Mr.  Pitt's  sys- 
fcm  of  administratibn.  So  fiir  from  entertaining  any  wiA 
<hat  that  system  should  be  immortalized,  it  was  liis  most 
ardent  desire  that  it  shoidd  be  interred  with  the  chief  im* 
peller  of  it.  It  was  by  no  mearns  his  intention  to  scrutinize 
the  particular  parts  of  Mr.  Pitt *s  conduct.'  ThiswOuld 
be  an  ungracious  task.  But  when  the  House  was.  called 
upon  to  vote  the  highest  honours  tliat  %verc  in  their  power 
to  bestow,  as  representatives  of  the  people,  they  were  wntftl 
first  to  feel  a  conviction  that  the  system  of  admbiistration 
and  government,  to  the  heail  of  which  those  bonorfrs  wefe 
to  be  assigned,  had  been,  on  the  whole,  a  benirficial  sys«- 
tem.  He  did  not  design  to  enter  minutely  into  the  sittia* 
Hon  of  England  on  the  day  when  Mr.  Pitt  entered  on  of- 
fice, and  contrast  it  with  its  situation  on  the  day  of 'his 
death ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  Europe,  and  even  Eng^ 
land,  stood  in  very^difl^rent  relative  sitaations  towards 
France  at  the  commencemont  and  at  the  conclcuaon  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  administration,  if  we  took -a' rdtrofepettire 
view  of  the  history  of  Great  Britain^  and  txm  onr 
attention  more  particul.trly  o'n  those  periods 'in  whicli 
her  glory  shone  with  peculiar  Instro,  we  should  find  that 
the  ycry  persons  and  things  whicli  had  been  the  m6st 
intimately  connected  with  that  glory^  haxl  lieenihe  greatest 
Buffererfi  (hiring  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt.  '  The 
Prince  of  Orange,  from  whose  family  this' country  had  re* 
ccivcd  the  security  of  her  liberties  in  1688,  had  been  ex- 
pelled from  Holland;  and  the  Brnns\»ick  family,  to  whom 
this  country  was  indebted  for  her  prcst^nt  line  of  mo- 
Itarchs,  had,  through  the  same  means,  irrecoverably  lost 
Hanover.     If  a  desire  to  serve  the  touiitry  were  assFgned 
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as  a  sttfflckDt  leason  for  cdming  to  tlie  prapo^  ttote,  iiA 
adfl^tted  that  be  had  no  doubt  sucii  a  desire  c^peratedr 
strongly  in  Mr.  Pitt's  mind ;  it  was  not  the  faslure  in  inten«» 
tioo,  but  the  failure  in  judffment^  that  he  condemned. 
Talents^  however  brUliant,  mcs  the  death  of  the  poBsesaor 
of  them,  do  not  entitle  his  remains  to  public  honours,  un- 
las  he  has  been  successful.  That  this  is  an  acknowlodged 
position)  may  be  easily  seen  by  a  reference-  to  the  history  of 
the  countiy.  What  man  ever  possessed  greater  talents' 
than  Lord  Somers  ?  As  a  statesman,  and  a,  lawyer,  no  ono 
had  contributed  more  to  raise  the  ^ory,  ai»d  to  fix  the  lawS' 
and  liberties  of  his  countrv,  yet  after  his  death  no  puUie 
honours  had  been  decreed  to  him.  Lord  Godolphin  was 
ctfMs  of  the  greatest  statesmen  this  nation  ever  produced, 
and  his  afbninistration  had  conduced  more  perhaps  than 
any  other  to  diminish  the  power  of  France ;  yet  to  nils  me« 
mory  ao  public  honours  had  been  voted.  Of  the  mmts  of 
Acchbishop  Tillotson,  it  was  difiioult  to  speak  in  terms  suf- 
ficieiitly  encomiastic.  This  pious  and  venerable  prelate^ 
aHhoBAh  many  years  at  the  head  of  the  church,  aid  not, 
at  bis  oeeease,  leave  money  enough  to  defray  the  expencesf^ 
of  kia  funeral ;  yet  the  country,  although  (if  he  might  be 
dfewed  the  expre8sion)'hc  was  unable  to  bury  himself,  did 
aot  think  proper  to  bury  him«  That  private  virtues  adone 
were  insumcient  in  their  claims  to  public  honours,  was 
evinced  in  Af  r.  Pelham,  who  had  likewise  the  merit  of  con- 
sidecably  reducing  the  public  debt,  and  yet^  notwithstand- 
ing he  dSed  in  ponesslon  of  office,  his  death  was  succeeded 
h^  BO  motion  of  a  nature  similar  to  the  present.  Private, 
virtues,,  good  intentions,  nnd  splendid  tatonts,  were  theve- 
fi>ie  indisputably  not  enough.  With  regard  to  the*  iU^« 
trious  Lord  ChaUiam-,  to  whose  memory  those  honours  YaA 
been  assigned^  he  had  cerUnnl^  rendeiod  to  the  country  tha 
most  bffUUant  and  solid  services.  It  was  not  hifr  wish  \o 
enter  into  any  invidious  cpmpasisons,  but  he  would  just ' 
Mtk.  the  House  to  recollect. what  yf9i&  the  relative  siti»ition  of 
Gon4  Britain  and  France  at  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
of  1763,  %nd  compare  it  with  their  relative  situation  at  the 
peace  ^  Amiens,  or  with  their  probable  relative  situation 
at  the  period  when  peace  mi^ht  be  onoe  more  expected.-— 
UnlcBs  success,  baa  rendered  all  men  unanimous  in  thetv 
opinion  of  a  minisler,  no  house  of  parliament  was  justified 
inmiderkig  to  his  memoiy  the  honours  now  demanded. 
Ila^  coqU  not  but  tUiak  that  the  boa.  gentteman  who 
Vol.  L  J805-6,  H  brought 
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Iwouglit  forward  this  motion  had,  in  the  wanath  of  his 
ftdings,  done  so  >nthout  refleotiim.  He  had  forgot  that, 
during  such  a  loi^  administration  as  that  of  Mr.  Pitt's, 
f(TcatdifiiBrencesoTopimo]ajnust  necessarily  exist,  and  that 
tile  men  who  had  honourably  and  conscientiously  opposed 
the  system  on  which  he  acted  could  not  possibly  be  ex- 
pected to^ive  their  Yptes  for  immortalizing  that  system* 
"For  himedf,  if  he  were  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  present 
motion,  he  should  directly  contradict  every  vote  that  he 
had  given  for  many  vears.  For  these  reasons  he  felt  him<» 
aelf  under  the  pamml  necessity  of  refusing  his  assent  to 
the  motion. 

>  Mr.  Rose  wfts  aware  that  at  no  time  was  he  entitled  to 
occupy  much  of  the  attention  of  the  House ;  his  feelings 
on -the  preset  oocasiop  incapacitated  him  still  more  from 
iiespassiM-long  on  their  time.  He  confessed  he  had  enter- 
tainod  a  hope  that  the  resolution  proposed  by  his  bon. 
friend  would  have  been  adopted  without  difficulty,  and 
Vith  unanimity.  When  in  the  yeaj  1778  a  similar  reso- 
lution had  been  proposed^  with  respect  to  tike  illustrious 
Lord  Chatham,  it  was  assented  io  by  the  existing  admini- 
stration, notwithstanding  that  noble  lord  had  b^  one  of 
fiieir  most  violent  opponents, 'and  had  reviled  them  in  the 
strongestterms,  accusing  them  of  the  grossest  weakness  and 
the  ba^st  treachery  ^  Great  statesmen  might  certainly  dif- 
fer on  questions  of  ffreat  importance,  but  for  his  own  part 
he  should  consider  Mr.  Pitt  entitled  to  the  appellation  of 
$11  ^xdellent  statesman,  even  did  he  believe  that  he  had  been 
gaUty  of  occasional  errors.  The  noble  lord  hadstatedas  a 
ground  of  his  opposition,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  found  tiie 
country  in  a  prosperous  state,  and  had  lefl  it  in  a  ruinous 
one.  Without  any  wish  to  }>ro¥oke  a  discussion  on  this 
point,  he'  would  a^,  at  the  time  that  Mr;  Viii  came  into 
office,  what  was  the  situation  of  the  pountry  ?  He  found  it 
ft  the  end  of  a  most  ruinous  war,  its  commerce  annihilated, 
it^  navy  considerably  impaired.  What  were  the  conse- 
qiinices  of  his  efforts  ?  During  the  period  of  his  admlni- 
itralipnour  resources  had  been  doubled,  our  manufactures 
l^adljeeii  doubled,  our  seamen  had  been  doubled,  our  ship- 
idng  nad  been  doubled.  The  funds,  at  the  period  alluded 
io,  were  much  lower  than  they  are  now,  after  thirteen 
jwn  Irtnr.  The  revenue  was  tlien  barely  equid  to  the  in- 
Urent  of  ibe  debt,  and  the  national  expenditure  was  aonu- 
^y  ii|pre«jang  tb9$  dpbt.    The  contrast  in  this  particubc 
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was tooxAnrious  to  denulnd  illustration.  That  Mr.-  Atf  had 
Imposed  great  burdens  was  very  true.;  that  be  bad  disco^ 
Tered  extcaordLaary  resourqes  was  as  true.  The  question  was 
not,  whether  the  present  war  had  been  well  or  ill  conducted ; 
he  was  sorry  to  hear  this  mentioned  on  the  other  side,  be^' 
cause  he  earnestly  desired  unanimity  on  this  niotion.'  Hb 
hononreble  friend  had  taken  his  resolution's  he  found  it 
recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  Hottse«  He  had  not  alterad 
ftn  iota  of  the  terms  in  which  the  -similar  one  on  the-death 
of  L6td  Chatham,  which  was  acceded  to  by  the  anlmini^ 
stration  of  that  day,  had  been  conceived.  ^  He  could  not, 
therefore,  with  justice  be  accused  of  purposely  brin^ins 
forward  any  thing  id  which  gentlemen  opposite  might  find 
'  it  difficult  to  acquiesce.  With  respect  to  me  illustrious  cha* 
racier  who  was  the  lamented  object  of  the  present  moticRn^ 
he  would  only  say  of  him,  that  he  had  exnausted  his-life. 
in  seryii^  his  country  to  the  best  of  bis  great  abilities ;  6xr 
it  was  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  the  gallant  admiral  \fbo 
liad  lately  elided  his  brilliant  career^  by  falling  in  the  arms 
of  Yictory,  did  not  more  decidedly  lose  his  l^e  in  the  ser-^ 
Vice  of  his  country  than  Mr<  Pitt ;  his  anxietr  for  Us, 
country  destroyed  him.  It  was  well  known  to  those  whao 
were  in  the  room  when  that  great  man  expired,  that  the 
last  words  he  uttered  were,  ^'  Ohi  my  country.''  The 
motion  before  the  House  boiuad  no  gentleman  to  an  appro- 
iwtion  of  any  particular  acts  of  Mr.  Pittas  administration^ 
much  less  to  the  measures  of  the  last  six  months.  It  went 
only  taasseift  what  was  admitted  in  every  corner  <^-£Bg<' 
land  and  Europe,  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  an  excellent  statesman^ 
and  that  hb  loss  was  irreparable  to  the  country^ 

Mr.  Fox. — I  do  not  luiow,  sir,  that  ever  I  ro^  to  ad^ 
dicss  the  tiouse  in  the  performance  of  my  publicduty  with 
mofe  pain  than  I  do  at  ih\S  moment.  1  therefore  hope 
that  I  thall  experience  some  indulgence  if,  before  I  give 
Btr  TOte  on  this  question,  I  should  Portly  state  the  reasonB 
wrhic^  compel  me  to  oppose  the  motion  now  proposed  by 
th^  hon.  gentleman  under  the  gallery^  The  honour-' 
able  gentleman  says,*  that  all  party  fiselings  and  political 
Animosities  should  be  laid  aside  on  the  present  occasion:;  t 
assure  him,  Sir,  that  t  do  lay  aside  all  party  feelinp^ :  If 
I  had  any  such  at  this  time^  they  would  lead  me  to  'fote 
with  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  not  against  him«  At  the 
name  time  I  do  not  pretend  to  undervfdue  party^^elings. — 
When  a  person  is^  convinced  that  the  opFmions  which  he 
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Bsdds,  Sf  actid  npofi,  would  be  productive  of  benefit  tt> 
'his  country,  but  finds  that  the  only  chance  of  having  <hem 
acted  upon  depends  upon  his  connection  with  a  party,  ancf 
the  support  wnich  by  fliis  means  he  *nay  acquif  e,  it  is  W» 
-duty  to  have  'recourse  to  a  party.    lie  may  consider j.tht& 
fairly  and  justly  as  the  best  mode  of  cffiectnrily  carrying 
:tnto  execution  those  meiisures  ^irhich,  in  his  'estimation^ 
iaoDt  the  most  calculated  to  promote  the  -public  prosperity 
.and  happiness.    But.  at  present  it  is  obvious  to  every  wte, 
-that  all  the  motrtes  which  are  likely  toinfluence  me,  as  fer 
.as  party  is  concerned,  are  on  the  side  of  (he  honoumbk 
gentleman,  aiul'Would  le^  me  to  vote  with  htm.     Tb^ 
'honourable  gentlemmr  must  see,  that  if  the  gratification  6f 
-party  feelings,  if  ambition,  if  private  interest,  were  my  ob- 
,jeipts,  the  most  proper  course  for  me  to  pursue  would  be  tor 
^ve  an  iinmediate  assent  to  this  motion.    Upon  suth  a  • 
isupposition,  every  one  must  be  TiensiMe  how  much  it  woulft 
be  my  interest  to  conciliate  as  much  as  possible  all  IhotiB 
who  had  the  greatest  respect  and  value  for  Mr.  PKt,  t» 
'drown,  if  it  could  be  done,  the  very  remeihbranoet)f  otfr 
political  confests,  am!  endeavour  by  every  ineans that  coutd 
be  imagined  to  gain  their  support  and  .fevour.     Thi&- 
would  be  the  line  of  conduct  which  partv  views  would  sug-^ 
^•gest  as  the  most  proper  to  follow.    But  this  is  not  air; 
-tiiere  are  other  motives  of  no  less  weight  that  strongly  re-^ 
eommend  the  same  mode  of  procewling— 41icse  are  thcr 
.kigh  respect  and  warm  friendship  which  unites,  me  with 
•some  ofthoscM^o  support  the  motion.  •  We  have  learned 
fiom  the  HoHe  lord  (Temple)  on  the  bench  near  me,  how 
he  is  disposed ;  such,  no  doubt,  are  the  sentiments  entet* 
-taiaed  by  those  with  whom  he  is  most  closely  connected.r 
.3  must  now  then  vote  iir  opposition  to'tJMJse  whose  friend- 
ship constitutes  the  delight  and  happiness  of  my  private 
Kfe,  and  ftom  whom,  since  affairs  have  taken  such  a  turn, 
it  is  probable  I  shaR  never  be  separated  during  the  remain- 
'der  of  my  political  life.    The  viotc  therefore  may  bct^on-^ 
sidered  as  one  not  given  to  ^tify  -any  fecHngof  private 
animosity,  or  of  pubGc  ambition^  but  extortdl  by  aniM^t 
-painful  but  imperious  duty.    In  every  party  point  of  vieir 
tiieni  iB^hether  my  object  should  be  to  conciliate  those  w%to- 
hove  the  warmest  attachment  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt^  or 
to  join  with  those  who  arc  already  my  political  friends,  mv  • 
plftn  'wovtd  be  to  snppprt  the  honourable  gentleman^fe 
motioiu    I  witt.go^  fiirtter,  and  say  that  ff^Mingswem 
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to'liejdlovRd  todivpctoiir  cwndtittbn  tlib  oi^caston,  the 
right  liMvgratleinan  op|)osi(e  (Mr.  Hase>  mi^ht  addre^ 
to  -our  fceli^s  tirguments  much  more  poAveriVii  than  those 
-vdiich  be  has  }ust  now  addressed  to  our  reasons.  I,  i ir^ 
bameHbeen  engagod  in  a  long  course  of  op'poariiion  to  the 
IxtsoR  iiar  Yimm  public  honours  iare  now  mimed .  I  ma/ 
flttF^  that  I  have  been  considered,  find  perhaps  iit  may  lie 
odUed  an  honottr,  aahLs  rivaL  iint  :I  do  assure  the  fi^ht 
bofMurabfe  gentleman,  hu;  mcfsft  Rnlous  and  greatest  ad^ 
inirersy  that  during  all  that  time  I  n^i'er  0])pdsed  hint 
ttmn  a  persoUff!  motire  in  my  li&.  I  will  go  farther  still| 
and  say  thai  another  motive  irould  lead  me  to  support  the 
motion,  and  that  b  the  respect*  which  I  entertain  (Qt  ma^y 
of  Mr.  Pitt!s  pmonal  qualities.  Great  qualities  he  ccr-« 
taiidy  had  in  no  ordinary  de^ree^  in  privatfe  life ;  and 
gmrt<)«Blilk$idso  in  points coimected  with  hisadoiinistrsH 
tiOB.  I  do  not  think  this  a  proper  time  to  entbr  upon  th« 
pQitiCQiar  aelB  of  that  administration^  but  in  the  mea^unr 
of  the  sinking  fund  he  had  always  my  waittost  support, 
and  Undy  declare  my  opbrion  that  this  hes  doAe  4  great 
deal  of  good  to  the  nation^  and  Ihai  for  this,  theiieft^^  tiU 
cooatry  «  highly. (rfiKged  to  him:'  (load  crittnyf  Jifari 
Aeorij) — ^Therr  is  another  qnaKty  for  which  be  deservai 
Meat  praise.  No  minister  mhr  e^er  fT¥>re  disinterested  a» 
m  as  rdatodio  pecuniaty  matters.  His  intcgiity  atod  mo^ 
^knitioBy  in  this  respect,  aic  coriftrmed  by  the  state  of  hit 
aiSadn  when  bedira.  i  alkrw  that  a  raiiiister  is  not  to  bo^ 
consideied  as  moderate  and  difiinterested,  merely  beaiuiHr 
he  is  poor  dorins:  kis  Sfe  or  at  his  death,  fiui  when  I  ace 
a  amister^  who  has  been  in  office  afoore  twenty  yean,  witH 
&e  ibUoonimand  of  places  and  public  money >  wkbool 
^y  pocolimr  csiraragance  and  waste,  except  wliat  might 
be  facperled  Aom  tiic  carctessnesa  that  perhaps  nocessariljr 
anaefrom  thenrohijiliciti^  of  duties  to  whidi  the  atientioiK 
of  a  Bsaa  in  auofa  asitnation  must  be  directed ;  w^ea  i-soe" 
a  mtoialer,  imcfer  such  circoau^ances,  using  his  inflnenoo 
taeitfaer  to  ^enrich  himsdf  nor  Aose  with  whom.he  is  by  (a«- 
nily  tsai  more  peculiarly  coimeotod,  it  is-  impossibte  for 
•Buo'not  to  oeneiitfle  that  this  man  is  dieanterest^d^  I  must 
oaf^  liiatiiehaB^  wafli  regard  to  priTate  onolameat,  aote^ 
mih  a  W^h  d^ae  of  integrity  and  moderaxioa.  in  tfaa 
omtse  of  tho  long  admiaistration  of  Mr,  Pitt,  all  that  km 
taA  fiir  WmsflU'  -was  the  wardensUp  of  the  Cinque  Ports* 
TUs  ma  oertaioly  in  hipi  bigUy  disiaterested ;  and  bii^ 
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duihti^rfstedacss  in  this  respect  shines  mth  the 'more  lustre^ 
when  we  consider  the  mode  in  which^  according  to  repbrt, 
this  reward  has  been  since  disposed  of.  I  therefore^  sir, 
have  every  reason,  from  my  inftniate  friendship  and  near 
connection  with  the  living,  and  from  mv  own  private  feeh 
ings  and  respect  for  the  dead,  who  undoubtedly  possessed 
many  estimable  qualities,  to  give  my  support  to  the  mo- 
tion now  before  the  House.  I  might  be  lea  to  this  by  ano^ 
ther  motive.  If  personal  vanity  had  any  weight  with  me, 
t  might  from  this  considemtion  cdncur  with  oie  hon.  gen« 
*  tlemaOi  I  might  by  this  means  ^in  a  great  deal  of  wp^ 
plause^  withodt  any  loss  whatever  m  a  party  point  of  view^ 
and  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  insensible  to  praise  any  more  than 
others*  Those  who  admired  and  supported  Mr.  Rtt 
mi^htthus  bedisposad  t6  call  my  conduct  generous,  consi- 
d^nng  the  warm«  opposition  to  one  another  in  which  we 
lived  ;  and  from  whaf  has  fiillen  from  the  noble  lord  near 
me  (Temple),  it  appears  that  I  would  not  have  suffisred  in 
tile  opinion  of  m  v  firmest  friends.  But  there  are  cases,  sir^ 
in  whicir  our  public  duty  is  so  clear  and  imperious,  that 
ho  desire  of  praise,  nd  motive  of  personal  respect,  no 
wilh  td  gratiiy  our  friends,  nor  any  pther  consideration 
llowever  powerful,  can  possibly  enable  us  to  dispense  with 
it.    We  must  then  act  as  our  conscience  directs,  however 

rinful  this  may  be  to  our  feelings.  In  mv  conscience,  sir, 
believe  this  to  be  one  of  those  cases ;  if  the  marks  of  re* 
Sect  were  such  as  did  not  compromise  my  public  duty  in 
e  compliance,  lio  person  would  join  in  il  more  cheerfully 
and  more  eagerly  than  I  would.  If,  lor  instance,  it  had 
.  been  proposed  to  remedy  those  pecuniary  difficulties  which 
Mr.  Pitt  nad  incurred  in  the  course  of  his  political  life ;  if 
it  had  been  proposed  to  do  those  thii^  for  his  rdations'in 
that  way,  whicn  his  own  acknowledged  disinterestedness 
did  not  aUow  him  to  do ;  if  it  had  b^  proposed  to  sup- 
pi/  the  deficiencies  of  his  own  fortune,  I  would  most  wiH- 
in^ly  consent  that  all  this  should  be  done  in  the  most  lib^ 
;nS  manner.  But  it  is  a  very  diflferent  thing  to  be  called 
upon  to  confer  honours  upon  Mr,  Pitt  as  ^^  an  etcelleikt 
fttat^man.'*  We  ought  not,  in  such  cases,  to  be  coAijdt- 
mented  out  of  our  consent,  if  6ur  public  duty  coinmandk 
us  to  oppose  the  grant  of  such  honours.  The  pidiKc  hqf- 
Hours  are  matters  of  the  highest  importance,  because  tb^ 
must  more  or  less  influence  posterity.  They  ougfit  no^ 
tilerefbre,'  to  be  conferred  lightly ,-  but  CHdy  wiiere  merU^fei. 
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ckulji^  seen  aad  acknowledged.  I  cquld  fartber  add,  that 
tbemanner  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman  opened  this 
business  v(wld  lead  me  to  give  his  motion  my  support  i 
^ot  vhen  the  public  honours  are  solicited,  it  becomes  me 
(o  consult  neither  my  interest  nor  my  feelings,  but  to  ack 
heie  rigidly  and  coqscienticmsly  to  my  public  duty.  I 
need  pot  now  add  any  thing  to  what  has  been  said  respect^ 
iiig  Umours  confi?rre4  upon  military  men  and  statesmen^ 
by  my  hon.  friend  on  the  bench  neaf  the  (Mr.  Windham); 
Who  iUs  so  Mj  and  elearl^  pointed  out  the  distinotion  b^ 
tween  the  two  cases^  As  little  need  I  add  to  what  has  be^ 
said  by  my  hon.  friend  on  my  right  hand  (iir.  Ponsonby]^ 
ifspecting  many  eminent  and  public  men  on  whom  no 
henoarsof  this  kind  were  conferred,  and  for  whom  none 
^r^ere  solicited,  though  their  talents,  virtues,  and  good  iiK 
tuitions,  were  unquestionable.  It  is  not  to  particular  acts 
only  that  we  are  to  look.  We  must  consider  the  general 
efiect  which  these  acts  produce«  with  a  view  to  the  public 
benefit  Certainly  when  I  looK  at  Lord  Chatham's  mono* 
ment,  when  I  find  tlie  inscription  bearing  upon  the  face  of 
it  the  grounds  upcmwhich  this  mopument  )f  as  voted,  whojl 
I  find  it  there  stated,  that  he  had  reduc^  the  power  of 
France  to  a  very  low  ebb,'  and  raised  the  prosperity  of  hi5 
countrv  to  a  very  high  pitch,  I  must  say  that  this  case  can 
never  be  compared  witn  that  of  Lord  Chatham.  I  must 
say  that  the  country  at  present  is  reduced  to  the  most  dan<* 
fcnuis  and  alarming  situation,  a  situation  which  might 
call  for  any  thing  ratner  than  honours  to  be  conferred  upon 
him  who  had  the  direction  of  the  measures  which  brougnt  it 
to  tUs  state. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose)  said,  that  in  the 
case  of  Ix»d  Chatham  there  was  the  most  perfect  unani- 
jQity>  though  there  were  many  in  the  House  who  had  op- 
posed his  political  principles.  Why  so  there  was;  but 
then,.  Sir,  uie  merit  was  cl^r,  and  the  inscription  related  to 
points  on  which  there  must  have  been  the  most  perfect 
oaanimity ;  and  though  certainly  during  the  seven  year} 
lac  there  was  a  strong  c^pontiiHi,  yet  his  merits  on  cer« 
tttijpoints,  to  which  the  inscription  lefisrred,  was  allowed 
Im  the  bitterest  of  his  antagonists.  But  though  no  const* 
deration  ought  to  induce  us  to  betray  our  trust  in  con* 
&mK  the  jpublic  honours,  yet  at  the  same  time  there  ajre 
caao  m  which  Uie  effects  of  this  might  be  less  soisibly  felt. 
faji  igigtsuaUf  incases  where  we  should  be  compelled  ioof^ 
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po^  pdrjiicular  acts  oi'an  adnuiiistraiioii^we.miglit  still. 
majvR  a  dear  distinction  between  what  was  godd  Md  wh<lt 
\mi  biid.  In  the  prfstettt  case,  J  shall  aot  ^ntet *upon  Ike 
{>%riiciilar  acts^  lint  I  wa&  always  one  of  those  who  con-* 
jitantly  siiiid,  that  the  system  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  Icof  his  aid 
^as  aa  unfortunate  mi  daagerons  sytiicmy  and  the  gn^ 
cau&e  at'  all  the  mLsfariunes  and  cahimities  t^ai  a^isailed  us 
m  the  CiDurae  of  his  adieintstrntioit.  Being  of  thb  opiiuoa , 
kowcan  I  conscientious]^,  say ,  that  he  .who  fgUowed  thia 
system,  >yas  **  a»  excellent  statesman  V'  X^  ue  look  at  thi» 
American  war  and  the  deaUi  of  Lord  Guikiford.  For  the 
pcirate  character  of  this  man  I  h^d  the  higuiest  respect  and 
esteem.  1  lived  with  him  in  habits^of  intimacy  and  (rjiesA^ 
<kip ;  a»d  yet>  bad  aji y  ayempt  been  made  to  confer  upm 
him  any  honour  of  Jbi»  Sc-Uure,  I  should  pcrtainly  mv9 
thought  myself  bound  in  duty  to  oppose  it.  Now^  I  have 
beeft  uAifdrmly  of  opinion  thai  the  syi^tom  upan  whu^h  Mr% 
Pitt  acted  was  prormctive  of  the  worst  eflects  to  the  coun-* 
try  9Ad  to  the  world*  '  It  was  a  system  little  calculated  to 
bmg  forwwrd  mea  of  such  eminence  a&  himsolf^  tlu^ugh  ha  . 
was  so.  much  attached  4o  it.  It  was  owiflf  to  him  ladecd^ 
I  am  persuaded,  tha^t  th0»y.4tcm.  maintaiwxi  its.  ground  sa 
ioftg.  Hi0  great  cUiquaice,  his  spbndtd  talents^  cast  a  Teil 
4»YeF  it,  aMoooceakd  jthet«  Ihin^  which  otherwise  would 
have  l^eea  exiMMied  ia  all  their  oilious  deformity  .^^  No  maa 
caa  be  more  desirous  than  I  am  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  re^. 
memhrance  of  those  contests  in  which  we  had  so  tang  heeo'^ 
engaged.  This  I  shewed  plainly  enough  while  he  was  alirre* 
But,  i  cannot  consent  to  confer  public  honours  on  the 
grnimd  of  his  being  ^'  an  excellent  statesman,^',  on  the  man 
HviiQ,  in  ihy  opinion^  was  the  sole,  certainly  the  chief,  sup-* 
||6rtcr  of  a  system'  which  I  had  early  been  tiiuf  bt  tacon^ 
aider  asi  a  very  bad  one;  an  idea  which  the  restdl  hasiutt^r 
and  fatally  justified.  Thinking  thus,  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  I  shook!  so  far  foc^ct.n9y  public  dittyy  and  the  prin-* 
efpk»  which  I  have  untforialy  professed,  as  to  subeccuie  ip 
th^  CQodemnation  of  these  priacipks,  by  agreeiag  lo  tfc« 
JHotion  now  before  the  Howr.  fint  I  defy  the  hoa.  g8D# 
deman;  i  defy  any  person  who  diffecs  from  mo,  aad  yetiut* 
lionally  censMeins  the  subject;  I  defy  any  one  of  those  who 
9ns  n)0st  desireoe  of  carrying  tlmnKitioD,  to  misreprescBl 
my  motives,  or  i^  point  out  any  poBsible  feeing' of  mtieasst 
or  ambttiflo  that  could  induce  mo  to  oppose  ii.  Mymo^ 
Icvcisasnifieof  publicduty^  which  waukL  be  violated  if  I 
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a^rrw*  f&  confer  Kononrs  on  grounds  ^ich  to  mr  do  not 
-iippeaf  to  ivarrant  my  concurrence.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  that 
4b is  nfodon  was  ev^er made,  d  said  so  teforc,  and  if  those? 
•irho  trefe  most  nearly  connected  with  Mr.  Pitt  by  the  tie 
•of  blood,  aiid  wlio  may  be  supposed  to  be  most  intcrcstecl 
In  his  fclory,  and  the  respect  that  b  to  attend  his  mc- 
inory,  had  been  cohstilled,  I  believe  a  mode  mislit  have 
lieeiT  struck  out,  by  which  a  suitable  mark  of  respect 
tnight  have  been  conferred  on  him,  without  rcducinjo:  us 
to  this  dilemma.  Now,  howevtsr,  it  is  too  late.  The 
thinfi^  is  done,  and  cannot  be .  helped,  and  nothing  re- 
mains for  us  but  to  do  our  duty,  hoM*eTer  much  our 
feelingsr  may  be  hurt  in  the  performance.  I  must  there- 
'^bir  concliidfe  with  saying,  that  in  my  opinion  ray  pub- 
llc*i)ufy'does  call  upon  me  in*  the  -most  imperious  and 
IrresistiMe  manner,  to,  oppose  the  motion,  and  that  how- 
'Met  pttinful  to  my  feelings  in  every  respect  it  may  be, 
I  ilnwt  do  my  duty. 

Zjord  Castfereagk  hegRn  by  stating,  that  tlie  few.  oliser- 
^^atieqlks' which  he  had  to  submit  to  tlie  House  upoif  this 
BTibject,  iVere  itot  meant  so  much  as  a  reply  io  wnat  had 
f^Ien  from  thehonourablemember  who  had  ju^t  sat  down, 
und  who  bifid  spfiken  throughout  by  no  means  in  the 
spint  of  an  adversary,  but  rather  ^ith  a  liberality  thai 
was  highly  honourabfe  to  his  feelings  and  character.  The 
testimotiy  of  the  hononrable  gentleman  to  the  exalted. vir- 
tue, td  the  incorruptible  honour,  of  his  right  honourable 
fxinid,  nm^  be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  all  those  who 
revered  the  memory,  who  valued  the  famcj  of  the  illujj- 
trious  personage  who  was  the  subject  of  this  debate. — 
Upon  the  arguments  of  that  honourable  gentleman  in 
epposititMi  to  this  motion,  it  was  not  bis  intention  to 
rason.  'Thisy'in  fact,  was  not  a  question  to  be  determined 
by  argument.  It  was  quite  a  question  of  feeling*  The 
ftc^uiescence  of  that  Hotise  and  the  country,  in  sucTi  a  pro- 
}N)sition,  was  moreto  be  looked  for  from  intuitive  feejing, 
*  than  from  cold  reason :  and  if  that  feeling  did  not  exist^ 
ft'  was  vain  to  think  of  arguing  men  into  it.  With 
r^rd  to  the  allusions  which  had  been  made  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  ib  the  merits  of  thnt  distinguiKhed  person, 
ihc  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  the  attempts  to  contrast 
these  merits  with  those  of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  himself  jnstifii'd 
te  saying  that  there*  was  a  very  marked  distinction  belwren 
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.  the  eases  of  both.  The  different  circumst^mces  in  whicli 
they  were  placed,  must  be  taken  into  consideration  before 
any  fair  estimate  could  be  foijmed  of  their  relative  merits* 
Mr.  Pitt  it  was  kno\vn  had  to  manage  the  government  ipi 
times  of  peculiar  peril — at  an  er9.  indeed  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  this  country  or  of  the  world — without  any 
precedent  whatever  to  assist  his  judgment,  much  less  to 
aircct  his  way.  In  that  unprecedented  situation  Mr.  Pitt 
conducted  himself  in  such  a  n^anner  as  to  merit  the  appro- 
bation and  obtain  the  confidence  of  parliament  ana  the 
country.  "Was  it  then  too  much  on  the  part  of  the  firiends 
of  such  a  man  to  require  the  proposed  mark  of  public 
respect  and  gratitude?  or  would  it  be  consistent  >:th  the 

.  honour  of  parliament,  or  agreeable  to  the  fiselings  of  the 
country,  to  withhold  it  ?  But  the  danger  of  precedent 
had  been  dwelt  upon.  It  was  contended  that  similar 
honours  had  been  withheld  from  men  of  equally  eminent 
abilities.  A  right  hon.  gentleman,  (Mr.  Windham)  had 
mentioned  that  the  splendid  talents  and  public  services  of 
Mr.  Burke,  gave  him  a  much  higher  claim  to  public 
honours  than  could  be  asserted  to  bdong  to  the  character 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  For  the  memory  of  Mr.  Burke  the  noble  Iqrd 
pmiessed  the  utmost  reverence ;  for  the  services  which  he 
iad  rendered  his  country  he  felt  the  warmest  gratitude. 
.Towards  that  great  and  meritorious  individual  he  could 
not  be  supposed  to  entertain  the  same  degree  of  admiration, 
with  that  which  was  no  doubt  felt  by  the  right  hon.  ge«)tle«« 
man,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  possess  the  opportunity 
frcHn  intimate  intercourse,  to  observe  the  virtues  and  to 
appreciate  the  merits  of  that  great  man.  But  .although  he 
had  not  the  advantage  of  £uch  opportunity,  still  he  adr, 
mired  sincerely  and  warmly  the  character  of  Mr.  Burke^ 
He  conceived  however  that  the  character  of  this  cele- 
brated individual  was  not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  war- 
rant any  man  in  bringing  it  into  compctitvon  with  that 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  There  were  so  many  points  of  diflerencc 
between  the  two  men,  that  a  comparison  between  them. 
oould  not  be  fairly  instituled.  Indeed  the  mght  honour- 
able gentleman  hin:s  If  muht  he  aware,  that  howeyej*  h^ 
might  regret  the  circumstance,  he  could  ncll  persuade  par-^ 
liament,  upon  just  grounds,  to  adjudicate  to  Mr.  Burke 

.  the  some  honours  that  were  now  proposed  to  be  done  to  tha 
remains  of  Sir.  Pitt,    DifFering  Avidely  as  he  did  from  the 

*  gentlemen  on  the  other  jjidC;  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  rcccjit 
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transactions  on  the  continent,  however  unfortunate  the  re^ 
suit,  hecould  not  in  the  slightest  degree  assent  to  the  justice 
of  the  assertion,  that  these  transactions  served  to  abate  the 
daims  of  his  deceased  friend  to  the  esteem  of  that  House 
and  the  country.  Quite  the  contrary.  But  into  this 
subject  he  did  not  at  present  wish  to  enter.  That 
would  more  properly  conie  before  the  House  at  another 
time ;  and  he  deprecated  the  idea  of  any  man  voting 
upon  this  occasion  who  should  suffer  his  mind  to  be  in* 
ftnenoed  by  the  contemplation  of  that  subject,  upon  which\  < 
but  very  few  men  at  present  were  enabled  to  form  a  cor- 
rect  opinion.  The  documents  necessary  to  a  full  un- 
derstanding of  the  conduct  of  ministers  would  be  spee- 
dily laid  before  the  House.  The  means  they  had  em- 
ployed, the  measures  they  had  pursued,  would  be  entirely 
made  known  ;  and  upon  a  full  and  fair  review,  it  would 
bcfortheHouse  to  judge  ;  but  he  protested  against  any 
premature  judgment.  HLs  own  senthnent,  he  hid  no 
hesitation  to  say,  coincided  with  that  which  the  Uou$e 
had  heard  from  the  honourable  officer  at  the  lower  end 
of  (he  same  side  with  him  (General  Tarleton).  From 
the  most  ample  inquiry  he  was  able  to  make,  the  con** 
vlction  of  his  mind  was,  that  the  conduct  of  the  la^t 
six  months  of  his  deceased  friend's  administration  evinced 
a  series  of  the  most  splendid  efforts,  not  only  for  the 
salvation  of  this  country  biit  of  Europe.  If  these  efforts 
had  fidled,  he  was  persuaded  it  would  appear  that  their 
'  failure  was  not  the  result  of  any  fatality  that  was  justly 
attributable  to  him.  If  they  failed  through  the  weak-? 
ncss  of  those  courts  with  whom  we  were  to  co-ope^ 
rate,  or  through  the  incapacity  of  those  to  whom  the 
execution  of  their  plans  was  intrusted ;  if  it  was  not 
the  fortune  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  meet  a  correspondent  energy, 
hi  those  who  were  equally  interested  in  the  common  cause, 
whose  eflfective  aid  was  essential  to  the  accomplishment 
of  his  projects,  surely  that  was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  him 
as  a  ground  of  incapacity.  As  far  as  his  arrangements 
coitld  extend,  as  far  as  his  influence  could  operate,  as  far 
as  he  was  implicated,  there  was  hot  the  shadow  of  doubt 
that  his  conduct  would  prove  upon  the  fullest  investi- 
gation, to  have  been  not  merely  free  from  blame,  but 
^titled  to  praise.  Passing  however  by  the  whole  of  this 
aucstion,  he  saw  quite  enough  in  the  eventful  life  of 
iir.  Pitt  to  justify   the  highest  eulogium.     The  iudff- 
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mcnt,  activity,  and  resolution,  mamfisstcd  by  bi&deceafied 
friend,  during  the  progress  of  the  French  revolution,  was 
a'mply  sufficient  to  sustain  even  more  than  the  proposition 
before  the  House.  This,  however,  he  was  awaie,  wa$  not  s^ 

Sound  upon  which  he  could  rest  any  claim  to  praise  from 
e  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  or  those  frienda 
who  immediately  surround  him,  because  they  uniformly . 
opposed  his  riglit  hon,  friend;  but  certainly  it  was  one 
\vnich  entitled  him  to  expect  the  acquiescence  of  the  right 
Hon.  gentleman  on  the  lower  bench  (Mr.  Windham),  and 
others,  who  at  tliat  period  thought  it  their  duty  to  separate 
from  their  present  connections,  and  rally  thepaselves  with 
Mr.  Pitt,  whose  energy,  wisdom^  and  patriotism,  were  fot 
fe'everal    years  the  favourite  theme  of  their   paaj^ric. 
Surely  those  honourable  gentlemen  could  not  consistently 
deny  that  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  during  that 
important  period,  alone  warranted  his  friends  in  claiming 
for  him  the  most  honoural^le  and  devated  distinclicm*- 
As  to  the  objections  that  were  made  to  the  particular 
terms  of  the  motion,  he  felt  that  it  would  be  quite  im- 
possible to  draw  it  up  in  such  a  way  as  at  once  to  meet  the, 
wishes  of  Mr.Pitt*s  fnends,to  correspond  with  those  feelings 
which  his  death  was  so  peculiarly  calculated  to  excite,  and- 
at  the  same  time  to  be  perfectly  reconcilable  with  tiie  s^i--. 
timcnts  of  those  gentlemen  on  the  other  side^  who  h^been 
in  the  habit  of  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  him  through-^^ 
oiit  the  whole  of  his  public  life.     Upon  such  a  subjeci.it. 
was  much  to  be  regretted  that  e^iy  dissension  should  arise*. 
It  was  sincerely  the  wish  of  Mr.  Pitt's  friends  to  avoid  it-  ' 
But  still  it  was  felt  that  Mr.  Pitt's  friends  should  not  shrink 
ftom  their  duty — should  not  suppress  their  feelings — diould 
not  withhold  from  great  public  merit  a  just  tribute  of  pub«, 
Kc  respect  merely  to  avoid  the  hazard  of  incurring  some 
difference  of  opinion.     Although  the  support  of  Uic  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  on  the  other  side  was  n<k  to  be  calculated.  . 
upon,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  motion  would  be  adopted.* 
Indeed  he  felt  confident  that  it  would.     The  House  wouUL 
act  inconsistenly  with  its  own  opinion,  rept^tedlv  express* 
ed,  if  it  hesitated  to  recognise  the  merit,  if  it  declined  to 
distinguish  the  memory,  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Such  a  thing  was  not 
to  be  supposed  possible.   That  House,  which  had  through 
a'  series  of  unexampled  difficulty  and  danger,  honouied 
Mr.  Pitt  with  the  most  distinguished  support — which  bad 
testified  an  approbation  of  his  mecls^res  by  miyo^tifs  mn. 
r     '  paralleled 
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pQfsUeled  in  conseqaencc,  rank,  cliaracter,  and  talent-^ 
wkich  approved  his  proceedings  in  peace — ^which  went 
aion^  with  him  in  war — ^not  to  withdraw  their  regard  for  a 
leng^tried  friend  now  that  he  is  no  more.  He  had  no  ap* 
picheosion  that  they  would — a  just  reliance  on  their  honour 
and  generosity  forbade  the  suspicion.  Unanimity  upon 
such  a  onestion  was,  no  doubt,  highly  desirable ;  but  tnat^ 
he  cleany  saw,  was  not  to  be  obtained.  It  was  evidently 
impossible  to  model  a  motion  of  this  nature,  so  as  to  be 
agneaUe  to  the  sentiments  of  the  gbntlemen  on  the  other 
aide.  Y^,  for  himself  he  must  say,  that,  were  he  to  have 
firamed  a  motion  from  his  own,  perhaps  partial  feelings  it 
would  have  been  much  stronger  than  that  now  &fore 
the  House.  Impressed  as  he  was  with  the  eminent  virtues, 
the  teansoendent  talents,  the  distinguished  services  of  his 
deoeasod  friend,  he  had  no  diihculty  in  stating,  that  he 
shoaM  have  fell  the  compliment  paid  to  his  illustrious  father. 
and  which  his  honouraDlc  friend  had  copied,  rather  cold 
and  inadequate  upon  this  occasion  ;  but  it  was  deemed  ad- 
TJaeaMeto  follow  the  precedent  chalked  out  in  the  case  of 
Lord  Chatham,  and  the  precise  words  were  adopted ;  bo* 
caase,  even  highly  as  Mr.  Pitt's  friends,  with  justice, 
esteemed  his  merits,  it  was  not  conceived  right  to  take  any 
norel  or  extraordinary  pr6ceeding,  to  mark  the  public  de-» 
ference  for  his  character.  It  was  not  thought  just  to  place 
the  name  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  such  a  pedestal,  as  should  by  its 
oompamtive  elevation  depress  the  distinction  and  conse* 
qnenoe  of  other  meritorious  public  men.  With  respect  to  the 
observations  of  a  learned  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  (Mr. 
Ponsimby)  that  the  system  pursued  by  Mr.  Pitt  should  be 
alti^ether  abandonee!— that  it  should  be  interred  with  him, 
hem^ged  to  remark  to  the  learned  gentleman,  nay,  he 
wcmld  advise  him,  if  he  wished  to  attach  the  confidence  of 
parliament  and  the  country  to  the  party  with  which  he  act- 
ed, to  adopt  a  different  tone.  For  he  had  little  doubt, 
that  if  dangers  should  arise  similar  to  those  against  which 
Mr.  Pitt  contended,  the  councils  of  the  country  would 
feel  it  necessary  to  recur  to  the  system  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The 
eflScacy  of  that  system  bad  be^n  experienced,  its  benefit 
to  the  country  was  universally  felt  and  acknowledged.  To 
that  system  we,  in  fact^  owed  the  internal  peace  of  England  ^ 
amid  the  convulsions  of  Europe,  and  the  security  of  the 
fkiglish  constitution.  To  that  system  the  learned  gentle^ 
man  owed  the  consequence  he  possessed,  the  honours  that 
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awaited  him.  Any  deviations,  therefore,  from  such  a  sys- 
tem, under  similar  circumstances,  it  was  not  i?ise  to  re** 
commend  ;  and  sure  he  vmSi  that  such  a  recommendation* 
'vrould  not  be  graciously  received  among  the  respectable  and 
intelligent  part  of  the  people.  Adverting  to  the  remarks 
that  liad  been  made  on  the  alleged  failures  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the 
noble  lord  challenged  any  gentleman  to  mention  a  minister 

,  in  the  history  of  tae  country,  who,  if  success  were  to  be 
the  criterion  upon  which  public  honours  were  to  be  voted, 
was  by  any  means  entitled  to  such  honours  as  Mr.  Pitt.- 
liad  not  that  distinguished  person  saved  the  constitution  > 
Had  not  the  measures  of  his  administration  been  produc- 
tive of  unprecedented  prosperity  ?  And  was  not  the  sue-' 
cess  of  our  arms  in  war,  infinitely  more  splendid  than  any 
thing  that  had  been  achieved  durii^  the  administration  of 
every  one  of  his*  predecessors,  not  even  excepting  that  of 
his  illustrious  father  ?  Whether  we  looked  to  the  amount 

/  of  oivr  military  forces  and  their  efficiency^  whev^erthej* 
bad  occasion  to  act — ^whether  we  looked  to  our  means  of  de* 
fejH^e  or  attack,  we  saw  ample  grounds  to  assert  the  success^' 
to  panegyrize  the  wisdom  and  vigour,  of  Mr.  Pitt.    But  if 

,  we  looked  to  our  navy,  what  an  impressive  testimony  of  his 
active  vigilance  and  provident  attention  presented  itself  to 
our  view  I  It  was  notorious  that,  under  his  administration^ 
that  important  branch  of  our  power  had  advanced  by  ra« 
pkl  progression,  and  attained  unparalleled  glory.  In  that 
department,  indeed,  his  administmtion  presented  a  series  of 
Ibe  most  brilliant  successes,  terminating  in  that  glorious 
action  which  immediately  preceded  his  death,  which  fron^ 
its  character  and  result,  seemed  to  have  crowned  the  expec* 
tation  which  even  a  sanguine  admiration  of  the  British 
navy  would  induce  one  to  form.  The  noble  lord  expressed 
a  hope  that  the  feelings  by  which  he  was  actuated,  would 
plead  his  excuse  for  trespassing  so  long  on  the  attention  of 
the  House.  lie  professed  the  utmost  anxiety  to  avoid 
any  observation  that  had  the  least  tendency  to  render 
Ac  debate  personal,  or  to  provoke  party  leclings.  In 
this,  indeed,  he  but  imitated  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  who  had  throughout  performed  what 
they  conceived  to  be  their  duty,  in  a  manner  that  redound- 
ed highly  to  their  credit.  Certainly  the  friends  of  Mr.  • 
Pitt  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  any  part  of  the  course 

Sursued  by  these  gentlemen.     Not  an  expression  was  heard 
lat  was  calculated  to  excite  an  unpleasant  sensation ;  and 
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he  was  happy  to  perceiTe  that  the  discnssion  Was,  oh  fJie 
whole,  not  less  honourable  to  the  individnak  engared  in  it, 
IhMi  It  was  creditable  to  the  individual  viio  was  the  subl 
jectof  It. 

Mr.  irUberforce,  in  terms  peculiarly  impirssive,  bom 
tetiDMny  Ut  the  great  public  virtues  and  splendid  tafents  of 
Mr,  fttt,  in  whom  he  declared  tlie  love  of  country  *as  to 
be  found  as  sincere  and  ardent  as  ever  yet  existed  in  any 
homan  bosom.     With  regard  to  the  assertion,  that  smcco^^ 
was  «  proper  criterion  by  which  to  appreciate  the  merit  of 
a  great  man,  the  honourable  gentleman  reprobat<»d  ti» 
Idea,  as  moonsistent  with  wisdom  and  justice.    But  iftlie 
character  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  to  be  tried  by  that  rule,  wlierc 
were  we  to  look  among  the  great  men  of  ancient  or  moclern 
Umes,  tor  any  who  had  stronger  claims  tothe  gratUude  and 
respect  of  ^r  country,  than  those  which  could  be  ad- 
vanced IB  fevour  of  that  illustrious  personage  ?    Success 
howBYo-m^ht  be  m  many  instances  a  very  erroneous  crite- 
rion ot  real  merit.     Results  might  sometimes  arise,  the 
cause  and  credit  of  which  might  not  at  all  bdong  to  the 
plan  of  operations  intended  to  produce  them.     He  was 
aware  that  parliament  acted  entirely  from  results,  in  votin» 
addresses  ior  naval  or  military  achievements.    But  the  rca^ 
M«  ot  that  mode  of  proccHing  was  obvious.  The  parlia- 
nicBtcoiUd  not  act  as  a  military  ornaval  court-martial. 
It  did  not  belong  to  them  to  inquire,  or  to  plan  or  conduct.^ 
l>poB  such  subjects  they  coukl  only  decide  from  results. 
liBt  the  case  was  quite  different  with  regard  to  great  pro- 
jects of  dwnestic  or  foreign  policy.    Such  projects  the 
House  was  abto  to  examine,  and  upon  examination  tliov 
intght  appear  to  have  been  contrived  with  the  utmost  wiv- 
•iwn,   although  productive  of  very  unfortunate  results, 
tbiough  the  weakness  or  treachery  of  those  employed  (o 
carry  them,  into  execution.     The  applicaUon  of  these  ^n^ 
neral  remarks,  the  honourable  gentleman  observed,  must 
t^eobwus:  they  were  meant  to  guard  against  preniatnre 
iiBprcssions  upon  a  subject,  into  which  he  would  not  enter 
lanhcr  at  present,  as  ho  was  very  unv,  illing  to  uUer  any 
wntimcnt  upon  this  occasion,  that  was  liknlv  to  excite  on- 
posUiort.     He  would  offer  no  opinion  upon"thc  subject  of 
llie  lait  campaign,  but  simply  to  observe,  that  it  did  not 
hy  any  means  follow ,  'that  be<.ause  success  was  on  the  side 
»l  the  enemy,  Mr.  Pitt  was  not  to  be  allowed  any  merit.  The 
question,  however,  was  yet  to  be  determined,  and  until  the 
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determination  should  be  pronounced,  he  would  not  prc»- 
tend  to  say  that  his  deceased  friend  was  deserving  of  praise, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  protested  against  the  application  of 
censure.  But,  orerlookinc^  this  question  alto^ther,  there 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  political  life,  upon  which  the  world 


\  a  part  ( 
had  long  determined,  which  fiilly  entitled  that  great  oma^^ 
ment  of  his  country,  to  his  country's  best  wishes.  When 
the  revolutionary  spirit  had  convulsed  France,  and  alarmed 
the  whole  civilized  worlds  that  distinguished  statesman 
completely  succeeded,  by  the  vigour  and  sagacity  of  his 
measures,  in  preventing  that  dreadful  plague  from  reach« 
iiig  us.  This  was  the  main  source  of  his  *  distinction. 
This  was  the  great  pedestal  of  his  fiime.  The  honourable 
gentleman  pronounced  an  high  eulogiuip  on  the  man- 
ner  in  whicn  the  proposition  had  been  discussed  by  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  Their  Qonduct  he  conceived 
to  be  not  only  honourable  to  their  own  character,  but  to 
that  of  thdr  counjry.  It  afforded  a  signal  instance,  that 
the  spirit  of  party  could  not  operate  in  the  breasts  of  Eng- 
lishmen, to  extinguish  those  feelings  and  sentiments,  which 
enable  men  fairly  to  judge  ofx;haracter,  and  justly  to  esti- 
mate merit.  He  declarid  that  he  felt  great  satisfiiction  in 
contemplating  the  course  of  this  discussion,  which  he  had 
no  doubt  would  terminate  in  the  adoption  of  his  hon. 
friend's  motion.  To  that  motion  he  was  happy  to  give  hia 
warmest  support,  and  that  he  felt  but  a  small  tribute  of  de* 
ference  to  tlie  memory  of  a  man  who  was  ever  the  object  of 
hisesteeni  and  admiration,  who  was  equally  distinciiished 
tox  great  talents,  for  exalted  character,  for  enlarged  views, 
for  personal  purity,  and  for  indefatigable  patriotism.  Of 
him,  indeed,  it  might  well  be  said,  that  the  first  wish  of  his 
heart  was  the  good  of  his  country,  and  the  sole  object  of  his 
study  the  int^est  of  his  country.  Undoubtedly,  had  self 
been  of  any  consequence  in  his  consideration,  he  might 
have  materially  contributed  to  promote  his  own  views  of 
policy  by  cultivating  connections  and  private  friendships, 
out  to  these  things,  which  are  so  diligently  consulted,  and 
which  are  of  such  material  use  to  other  public  men,  Mr. 
Pitt  was  quite  inattentive  ;  to  whatever  regarded  his  own 
interest  he  was  perfectly  inditfcrcnt.  Indeed  this  distih* 
guishcd  man  was  always  forgetting  himself,  but  ever  re- 
membering his  country. 

Sir  Robert  JVi/Jiams  was  not  aware  that  he  could  make 
any  motion  to  effect  his  wishes,  but  he  hoped  and  trusted 
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tliat  Ihe  friends  of  the  iUustiioas  person  "who  was  the  sub- 
ject of  the  debate  would  all  attend  his  remains  to  the 
grave. 

T]ie  House  divided,  and  the  numbers  were 
For  Mr.  Lascetles's  motion  —  258 
Against  it  —  _    89 

Majority    —  169 

The  House  afterwards,  in  a  committee,  voted  120,000 
ficamoi  and  marines  for  the  current  year.  The  report  of 
die  ccMBmittee  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Cartwright  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  Monday 
next)  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  late  rieht  hon. 
William  Pitt. 

JLard  Casilereagh  gave  notice  that  he  should  the  next 
day  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers,  seamen,  and  ma* 
lines,  of  the  fleets  of  Lord  Nelson  and  Sir  Richard  Strachan . 

The  noble  lord  also  intimated  to  the  House,  that  he  had 
jcoeived  his  Majesty's  command  to  lay  the  treaties  alluded 
to  in  the  Speech  before  them.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE)  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   JAN.   28. 

Mr.  Williams,  secretary  to  the  board  of  naval  inquiry, 
presented  ihefwdfth  report  of  that  board,  and  observations^ 
by  way  of  supplement  to  the  iSrst  report — ^which  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

FOREIGN  TREATIES. 

JLari  Mulgrave  said  he  was  commanded  by  his  Majesty 
to  lay  before  the  House  copies  of  treaties  entered  into  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  the  nang  of  Sweden,  and  the  Empe- 
ror of  Russia,  and  also  of  the  accession  thereto  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Germany  and  Austria.  He  wished  there  had  been 
a  falter  attendance  of  their  Lordships,  in  order  that  he 
ini^t  have  fully  explained  the  reasons  of  expediency  and 
necessity  which  he  conceived  to  exist  for  withholding  certain 
articles  which  formed  parts  of  those  treaties.  This  expla- 
nation he  should,  under  the  present  circumstances,  reserve, 
uaty  the  remainder  of  the  documents  should  be  laid  on 
their  Lordships'  table.  He  thought  it  his  duty,  however,  to 
•fate  now  to  their  lordships,  that  to  the  treaty  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  as  it  now  existed,  or  at  least  as  it  came  to  this  conn-* 
ityy  there  were  attached  fifteen  supplementary  articles :  of 
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these  the  tenth  article  iras  never  ratified  ;  it  i¥a«  of  course, 
therefore,  nugatory,  and  of  no  validity;  of  the  remain* 
ing  articles,  tne  second,  fifth,  seventh,  and  ninth,  contained 
recitals,  the  publication  of  which  might  be  injurious  to  the 
welfare  or  the  safety  of  other  nations  ;  and,  therefore,  it 
had  been  thought  expedient  to  withhold  them.    He  could, 
at  the  same  time,  assure  their  lordships,  that  the  articles  he 
had  just  alluded  to,  Avere  merely  conditional  and  prospec- 
tive, and  did  not  bcur  upon  any  of  the  points  of  the  question 
respecting  the  late  transactions  upon  the  continent,  which 
their  lordships  would  have  to  discuss. — With  respect  to 
the  propriety  of  withholding  these  articles  he  was  convinced 
Bo  other  motive  could  be  imputed  to  himself  and  those 
with  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  act,  than  a  desire  to  do 
nothing  that  should  be  in  the  least  detrimental  to  any  of 
those  powers  to  whom  the  treaties  referred.     They  could, 
indeed,  have  no  other  motive,  as  those  who,  in  all  human 
.probability,  would    shortly  succeed  to  the  offices  occu- 
pied by  himself  and  his  colleagues,  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  investigating  the   documents^    themselves,  and 
of  judging  whether  or  not  his  Majesty's  present  Minis- 
ters had  been  actuated  by  a  proper  caution  m  withholding 
them .    With  some  of  those  noble  lords  who  would  probably 
soon  succeed  to  office,  lie  had  not  the  honour  of  being  per- 
sonally acquainted — ^with  respect  to  others,  lie  could  rely 
most  confidently  upon  their  candour  and  justjce,  and  even 
if  they  should  be  convinced  that  his  Majci^ty's  present  min- 
isters had  been  too  cautious  in  this  instance,  he  was  satisfied 
they  wolud  do  ample  justice  to  the  purity  of  the  motives 
which  actuated  hunsclf  and  his  collesigues,  wiien  they  in" 
spjectcd  the  documents  which   were   now  withheld,  and 
which  would  then  come  into  their  possession.   He  was  at  the 
same  time  most  anxious  that  every  document  which  could 
with  safety  or  propriety  be  produced,  should  be  laid  before 
the  House,  in  order  that  the  whole  of  the  late  transactions 
on  the  continent  might  be  fully  deveIo|xil  and  laid  open 
for  discussion.     He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  unfortu- 
nate issue  of  the  late  events  on  the  continent,  that  that  un- 
fortunate transaction  which  put  a  period  to  the  hopes  de- 
rived from  the  employment  of  vast  resources,  demanded 
investigation  ;  but  he  was  equally  ready  to  declare  that  his 
Majesty's  ministers  did  not  shrink  from  the  discussion,  that 
they  wished  to  meet  it  fairly  and  fully  in  every  part.     It 
was  still  more  his  anxious  wish  that  the  discust^ion  might 
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take  place  in  order  that  the  character  of  that  illustrious 
statesman,  that  earnest  and  anxious  patriot,  whose  loss  they 
all  deeply  deplored,  might  be  fully  cleared,  as  it  undoubt^ 
cdly  i^onld  te,  from  any  imputation  arising  from  the  con- 
templation of  the  late  unfortunate  events  on  the  continent. 
He  was  fully  convinced  that  the  result  of  such  a  discussion 
^ould  be  a  thorough  justification  of  the  plans  of  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers,  and  a  complete  refutation  of  every  attack 
made  upon  that  ilUustrious  statesman,  in  consequence  of  the 
unfortunate  issue  of  a  well-concerted  plan.  .He  should  de- 
cline entering  into  any  fnrlher  discussion  of  the  subject  at 
present ;  when  the  papers  were  printed  a  day  would  pro- 
bably be  fixed  for  the  investigation  of  tlie  subject,  when  he 
should  enter  at  large  into  its  consideration. 

The  papers  were  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The 
Duke  of  Norfolk  urged  the  necessity  of  their  being  printed. 
Lford  Hawkesbury  replied,  that  being  laid  before  the  House 
by  his  Majesty's  command,  they  would  be  printed  by  the 
1ling*s  order. 

THA5KS  TO  LORD  COLLIXGWOOD,   &C. 

Jjord  Hawkeshnrj/  rose  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he 
liad  given  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  to  move  the  thanks 
of  the  House  to  Vice- Admiral  Lord  Collinffwood,  and  the 
oflicers  and  seamf  n  under  the  command  of  the  late  Viscount 
Nelson,  at  the  period  of  gaining  the  latemost  signal  victory, 
off  Cape  Trafalgar.  Before  he  entered  upon  the  immediate 
object  of  his  motion,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  pay  that 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  that  illustrious  commander.  Lord 
Nelson,  to  which  his  eminent  services  so  justly  entitled  him. 
Unfortunately  they  had  to  deplore  the  loss,  in  the  short 
space  of  three  months,  of  two  of  the  greatest  military  and 
political  characters  this  country  ever  produced,  and  both 
nearly  at  the  same  age.  With  respect  to  the  latter  he  would 
not  now  say  any  thing,  as  the  subject  was  in  some  measure 
foreign  to  the  present  discussion.  In  taking  a  brief  review 
of  the  services  of  the  late  Lord  Nelson,  he  could  not  help 
observing,  that  he  was  early  formed  to  the  naval  service, 
under  the  auspices  of  one  oi  the  ablest  men  of  that  period, 
one  of  wj^om  he,  Lord  Hawkesbury,  knew  arid  esteemed,  he 
meant  the  late  Constantine,  Lord  Mulgrave,  with  whom 
Ijoxd  Nelson  went  on  a  voyage  towards  the  north  pole. 
The  abilities  of  the  late  Lord  Nelson  wert*  early  discovered, 
ftnd  every  x)pport unity  was  given  for  their  exertion,  by 
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Lord  Hood,  by  Sir  Peter  Packer,  £:irl  St.  Yincent,  and 
other  distinguished  oBrcers,  who  derived  the  highest  bo« 
nours  from  that  penetration,  which  saw  at  once  the  spl$R« 
did  talents  of  Lord  Nelson,  and  afforded  every  means  of 
tiiose  abilities  being  exerted  for  the  benefit  and  advantage 
of  their  country.  •  Lord  Nelson  devoted  himself  with 
ardent  and  patriotic  zeal  to  his  country,  and  his.  services 
formed  a  succession  of  the  most  brilliant  and  splendid 
achievements  that  ever  were  performed  by  any  inaividtial 
in  any  country.  That  illustrious  commander  seemed  t^ 
derive  a  new  spirit  from  every  success,  which  incited  him 
to  gain  a  still  greater  and  more  splendid  victory.  Thus, 
of  the  three  ^  great  victories  which  he  obtained,  each 
exceeded  the  other  in  splendour ;  and  it  was  justly  said  of 
him  by  an  illustrious  statesman,  whose  loss  they  had  now 
to  lament,  tliat  the  victory  of  Trafalgar  bore  (he  same 
relative  proportion  to  the  victory  of  Copenhagen,  that 
the  latter  dia  to  the  victory  of  Aboukir,  which  was  at  ibe 
period  it  was  obtained,  the  greatest  victory  tljat  had 
then  ever  been  achieved  ;  all  the  qualities  which  con^ 
fitituted  a  great  commander,  were  possessed  in  the 
fullest  force  and  effect  by  the  late  lord  Nelson.  That 
noble  lord  foresaw  and  provided  against  every  contiu-^ 
gency :  not  merely  forming  his  own  pbms  to  ^uit  almost 
every  possible  event,  but  making  them  at  once  understood 
by  every  captain  who  served  under  him ;.  thus  in  tlie  heat 
of  action  they  were  pre{>ared  for  whatever  circumstances 
occurred,  every  one  naving  for  his  guide  a  well-digested 
and  thoroughlv  understood  plan  for  every  situation  ii| 
wbicK  he  mi^ht  find  himself  placed.  Prompt  and  de« 
cisive,  his  orders  had  an  electrical  effect  upon  those  who 
served  under  bim,  whUst  his  conduct  inspired  them  with 
an  unlimited  confidence  in  their  commander.  On  every 
occasion  he  evinced  that  decision  and  ener^  which  were 
thp  true  characteristics  of  a  great  mind,  Merely  to  quote 
Ane  instance,  that  of  the  battle  of  Copenhagen,  than  which 
nothing  eould  more  forcibly  shew  the  l^neiits  resulting 
from  presence  of  mind  and  decision  in  a  commander, 
Every  other  quality  of  a  great  commander  were  posbcssed 
Iby  Lord  Nelson,  who  by  liberal  treatment  of  those  whp 
served  under  him,  insspired  them  with  esteem  for  him  as 
a  man,  in  an  equal  degree  to  that  unlimited  confidence 
which  they  had  in  him  as  a  commander.  Formidable  to 
the  enemies  of  hia  CQuntry  i^  b^ttlC;  he  displayed  toward^ 
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tJicm  aftenra^ds  the  most  anuabte  kumanUy.  In  tliiis 
RttemptiRg  to  do  justice  to  the  characier  of  Lord  Nelsqni. 
be  was  censcioHs  he  had  drawn  but  a  feeble  oiitliae  of  thai; 
iHUstrious  commandery  whose  loss  could  not  be  sufficiently 
lamented*  It  was  however  some  consdation  that  such  v^ 
man  mu^t,  in  the  pourse  of  his  profi^sional  life,  have 
foroied  others  with  similar  views  and  similai?  dispositions^ 
0ag«r  to  emidate  his  brilliant  esploito,  and  to  whose  future 
exertions  the  pountry  mightiook  fiNwaord  with  confident 
^xpectatioq*  Froia  his  gallant  successor  every  thinfi^ 
xaight  be  expected,  if  an  opportunity  was  aiforded,  that 
bravery  and  skill  could  eflect*  Lord  Collin^wood  had 
fierved  for  a  considerable  period  with  Lord  Nelson,  and 
'was  by  that  noble  lord  particularly  estoemed.  Lord  Net' 
fion^on  sailiog.to  take  the  command  of  the  fleet  ofl^  Cadis, 
expressed  his  satisfaction  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  he 
was  going  to  take  the  command  of  a  fleet  which  was  under 
the  charge  of  so  brave  and  excellent  an  officer  as  Admiral 
Cdlingwood.  The  exertions  of  Lord  CoUingwood  after 
Hie  action  of  *  Trafalgar,  demanded  the  highest  praise^ 
^Notwithstanding  one  of  the  most  tremendous  storms  that 
bad  ever  been  witnessed,  every  ship  of  the  British  fleet  was 
preserved  from  its  effects,  and  the  captured  ships  o£  the 
enemy  destroyed ;  the  whole  forming  one  of  the  most 
admin^le  examples  of  what  could  be  effected  by  the  skilly 
tbe  coolness,  and  the  intrepidity,  of  the  British  navy. 
After  making  the  motion  of  thanks  to  Lord  CoUingwood, 
and  the  officers  and  seamen  under  his  comniand,  he  in? 
Iei|ded  aiso  to  move  the  thanks  of  the  House  to  Cap* 
tai|i  now.  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Straclian ;  tlie  vic- 
iory  gained  by  whom  was  certainly  a  great  and  important 
imeio  the  country.  Coming  so  soon  at*ter  tlie  glorious 
victoxy  of  Trafalgar,  it  was  by  that  splendid  achievement 
semewhat  eclipsed;  but  be  believed  there  was  no  formes 
instance  of  such  a  victory  having  been  gained  where  our 
force  and  that  of  the  enemy  were  equal.  Sir  R.  Straciian 
had  also  served  with  Lord  Nelson,  and  was  biglily  esteem('(l 
by  that  gallant  commander.  The  noble  lord  concluded 
with  moving  in  the  usual  terms,  £t>t  the  thanks  of  the 
jHouse  to  Vice- Admiral  Lord  CoHingwpod,  Rear-Admirui 
the  Earl  of  Northesk,  and  the  captains,  officers,  seamen. 
and  royal  piaiines,  under  the  c^mn^and  of  the  lute  Lord 
jKelson. 

The  D^ke  of  Clarence  would  not  move  any  amenduicnt 
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to  tho  motion  proposed  by  the  noble  lord;  but  he  had 
framed  motions  upon  the  same  subject,  which  he  would 
read,  and  which^  if  the  noble  lord  consented,  might  be 
incorporated  with  or  substituted  for  the  motions  of  the 
noble  secretary  of  state.  He  did  not  wbh  however  to  dis- 
turb in  the  least  the  unanimity  which  he  trusted  would  pre- 
vaH  on  such  an  occasion.  He  heartily  concurred  with 
the  noble  lord  in  eyery  eulogium  which  he  had  passed  upon 
the  character  and  conduct  of  the  late  Viscount  Nelson, 
with  whom,  as  he  stated  yesterday,  he  had  been  in 
habits  of  the  most  intimate  friendship.  His  Royal  High- 
ness entered  into  a  brief  historical  narrative  of  the  pro* 
fbssional  life  of  lord  Nelson,  praising  highly  that  decision 
which  prompted  him  to  sail  to  the  West  Indies  in  quest 
of  the  French  fleet,  who  were  frightened  from  thence  by 
the  terror  of  his  name.  Lord  Nelson,  he  observed,  in 
addition  to  all  the  great  qualities  of  a -commander,  had  a 
most  fervent  sense  of  religion,  and  always  evinced  the 
most  exemplary  piety.  He  had  in  his  possession  a  paper 
containing,  he  believed,  the  last  words  that  Lord  Nelson 
wrote.  Ilis  Royal  Highness  read  to  the  House  the  paper, 
which  was  a  fervent  prayer  to  the  Almighty  to  grant  a 
"Victory  to  his  country.  His  Royal  Highness  then  read  the 
motion  which  he  had  previously  drawn  up,  and  which 
went,  to  thank  Lord  Collin^ood  in  detail  for  his  prompt 
obedience  to  the  orders  ot  Lord  Nelson,  for  his  gallant 
exertions  during  the  engagement,  and  for  his  conduct  after 
the  action,  in  destroying  the  captured  ships. 

Ijord  Viscount  JET^orf  expressed  his  entire  concuilrencc 
with  the  eulogium  which  had  been  passed  by  the  noble 
lord  (Hawkesbuty)  on  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  late 
Lord  Nelson,  for  whom  he  ever  had  the  highest  esteem^ 
and  whose  loss  he  deeply  deplored.  He  derived  some 
consolation,  however,  from  the  high  character  of  Lord 
ColUngwood,  who  he  was  convinced,  if  an  opportunity 
offered,  would  prove  himself  another  Nelson. 

Lord  Hawhesburi/  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  hao- 
tion  proposed  by  the  illustrious  duke,  as  by  its  being 
in  that  detailed  shape,  it  might  embarrass  the  Hoii(>e 
upon  future  occasions  of  a  similar  nature.  It  had  besides 
been  the  constant  practice  to  pass  such  votes  in  general 
terms.  If  however  the  illustrious  Duke  wished  to  press  the 
latter  part  of  his  motion  respecting  the  conduct  of  Lord 
ColUngwood  after  the  action*  he  would  not  object  to  it. 
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The  Duke  of  Clarence  expressed  his  willingness  to  give 
up  tlie  former  part  of  his  n^otion,  but  thought  the  latter 
part  Kspectiiig  the  destruction  of  the  captured  ships^ 
should  be  incorporated  with  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord.  He  believed  there  was  a  precedent  for  an  amend** 
ment  to  a  motion  of  this  nature^  in  the  case  of  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  a  noble  friend  of  his  near  him  (Lord 
St.  Vincent).  He  saw  however  another  noble  lord  in 
his  place  (Lord  Spencer),  who  perhaps  recollected  the 
circumstance. 

Earl  Spencer  had.no  recollection  of  the  circum- 
stance alluded  to  by  the  illustrious  Duke,  and  not  be- 
ing aware  that  such  a  point  would  come  into  discus- 
sion, he  had  had  no  opportunity  of  refreshing  his  me- 
mory. He  was  glad  however  that  the  allusion  of  the 
illustrious  Duke  in  calling  him  up,  had  given  him  an 
opportunity  of  not  giving  a  silent  vote  upon  this  occa- 
sion. He  concurred  in  every  eulotfium  that  had  \}een 
passed  upon  the  late  Lord  Nelson,  and  would  not  there- 
fore detain  the  House  by  urging  over  again  what 
had  been  so  ably  stated  by  the  noble  lord  (Hawkes- 
bury). 

JLord  Viscount  S;V/i7iotr^A  thought  that  some  notice  ought 
to  be  taken  in  tlie  vote  of  thanks  of  the  conduct  of 
Lord  CoUingwood  after  the  action,  as  the  destruction 
t>f  the  captured  ships  was  a  special  and  separate  ser- 
vice, for  which  that  noble  lord  deserved  the  highest 
praise. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  the  Duke  of 
Clarence  and  Lord  Hawkesbury,  it  was  at  length  agreed 
to  add  io  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  CoUingwood,  for 
his  exertions  during  the  engagement,  ^^  and  also  for  his 
conduct  after  the  action." 

The  next  motion  was  also  altered,  on  the  suggestion 
of  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  sepa- 
rate thanks  to  Rear-Admiral  the  JSarl  of  Northesk,  who 
was  the  only  other  flag-officer  iA  the  fleet. 

The  whole  of  the  motions  for  thanks  to  Lord  CoUing- 
wood, the  Earl  of  Northesk,  the  captains,  officers,  seamen, 
and  royal  marines,  of  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  the 
late  Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  then  passed  nem.  diss. 

Ijord  Uawkesburj/  then  moved  the  thanks  of  the  house 
to  Captaiui  now  Rear-Admiral  Sijr  Richard  Strachan,  and 
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the  ^fktxsy  seaowi^-  aad  royal  maaues^  irf'  t}ie  squadron 
Uj»dqr  his  caimpanfU  - 

The  l>^jt€  ojf  Norfolk  J  as  the  subject  of  thanks  to  naval 
oncers  was  J9eioi;e  tius  house,  msluxl  to  say  a  few  words, 
vrhich  Jie  waa  sony  Jjie  had  not  the  happiness  to  address  to 
more  Poets  than  ircre  then  in  the  house.  There  was 
a  CommcMKler,  who  iiuMigh  he  had  not  had  the  oppoilunity 
•of  fining  a  spkmlid  viciany,  yet  in  his  ppiuion  deserved 
the  thaul^  of  Pajrliameot  for  his  patient  and  unwearied  at« 
tention  to  the  duties  of  the  situation  in  which  he  had  been 
^boed,  and  in  whidh  lie  had  continued  year  after  year,  and 
tiorm  after  storm ;  he  meant  the  gallant  Admiral  Corn- 
w^lis.  There  iwas  also  another  subject  he  wished  to  allude 
to,  although  he  should  be  sprry  if  any  uneasiness  should  be 
created  by  his  allusion,  he  meant  the  services  of  Sir  Robert 
Calder^  That  commander  had  gained  a  victory,  which  at 
the  time  was  thought  important ;  and  though  he  was  aware 
that  tho  merit  of  tliat  victory  might  be  supposed  to  be  done 
Bmaj'by  ih%  subsequent  sentence  of  a  Court  Martial,  he  yet 
oould  not  help  tliinking  that  Sir  Robert  Caldcr  was  entiticd 
to  the  thanks  of  the  house  for  what  he  did  eifect.  He  spolie 
upon. this  subject  as  a  landman,  and  he  did  not  mcau  io 
throw  the- slightest  imputation  upon  the  Court  Martial  by 
whom  Sir  Robert  Calder  was  tried. 

The  £ar/ of  S/..FiBCCff^  said  a  few  words  in  praise  of  Sir 
Robert  Calder's  conduct  whilst  that  officer  served  under 
him ;  but  conceived  that  it  would  not  be  for  ihc  be- 
n^t  of  his  Majesty's  naval  service  to  discuss  the  subject  al- 
lude io  by  the  noble  Duke. 

The  motions  ware  .then  carried  nem.  diss,  and  the  whole 
of  them  .-were  ordered  to  be  oommunicated  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  the  respective  commanders. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  JAN.  88.  i     ' 

Clencral  Gascoigne  presented  a  petition  faora  the  debtors 
confined  in  Liverpool  gaol^  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  iX\» 
tabic. 

EARL  ST.  VI^CEKT. 

.  Mr.  Jefferj/  rose  to  move,  tba^the  mrder  mod^  on  Wed- 
iKsdaylast^  for  printing  the  papers  presented  from  the  Ad- 
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inf rally ,  be  disc&aifect ;  bad  he  btai  pMeht  pn  that  d^jr 
lie  shoald  have  opposed  the  motion,  ai  he  was  convinced 
that  a  wish  to  procnultinate  was  the  oiily  motive  for'  re- 
^irin^  that  ftuch  a  vdlnifauxMis  body  ^f  papers  should  bt 
printea.  It  was  a  wish  to  delay  thos^  diarges  which  it 
was  hk  ihteatidin  to  bring,  forward,  and  td  sub^ntiate, 
Bgainst  the  Earlof  8t;  Yiiidiiit)  dtiringhis  official  sitnatiOft;. 
«uh1  particalaHy  while  he  was  at  thcnead  df  the  bbard  of 
admiralty.  If  the  Hduse  agreM  to  the  present  motibn,  he 
meant  f  o  fellow  it  up  with  another,  that  the^  papers  be  re- 
fened  to  a  select  committee,  td  determine  Whether  lUl^  ot  a 
part,  or  none,  be  printed.  The  volumindns  magnitude  of 
these  papers  wonld  cause  a  great  and  an  useless  cxpehce  to 
the  amtitry^  because  they  were  irrelevant  from  the  subject, 
for  it  was  &r  frdm  his  Wish  to  preclude  the  noble  eafl,  or  his 
friends  in  that  Hduse^  from  the  possession  of  all  the  papers 
necessary  to  form  the  ground  of  his  exculpation.  He  de^ 
clared  that  in  his  conduct  on  this  occasion, lie  was  not  actu- 
ated by  any  personal  enmijty  to  the  noble  <^rl,  but  entirely 
by  his  sente  of  that  public  duty  which  every  man,  and 
more  especially  a  member  of  that  Hcmse — 

Mr.  Tlemev  (to  ortler).  He  conceived  the  hon.  mem- 
ber was  entering  into  d  snbject  Uncoimected  with  his  pre* 
aent  nnotion. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  hon.  ^tlcman  irns  pen 
fcctly  at  liberty  to  assign  the  reasons  which  indhcdd  him  to 
bring  forward  his  motion^ 

Mr.  Jeffkrjf  iti  Continuation  db8(*rved,  that  when  the 
great  interests  Df  the  country  were  at  stake,  ^nd  when  it^ 
Very  exigence,  as  a  gifeat  independent  state,  was  ih  questiouj^ 
lie  ^t  himself  too  apt  to  extend  his  explstnntion  further 
than  was  perhaps  absolutely  necessary.  He*  persisted  id 
assorting  that  he  could  bring  such  proofs  before  fheHoUse^ 
as  wouldconviDoethemdf  his  justification,  and  of  the  noble 
lord's  criminality.  When  this  volumiiiDui  mass  6f  papers 
werenldved  for  by  the  brave  adjniral,  he  Himself  stated 
that  he  was  apprehensive  the  oi&ces  could  not  supply  thein 
all.  He  foatetl  that  that  apprehension  would  be  justified. 
If,  however,  the  House  should  decide  tlidt  they  should  b# 
printed,  he  must  certainly  bend  to  their  decision ;  but  ha 
was  convintel  that  in  that  case  they  themselves  would 
not  have  patience  to  read  them*  they  were  so  in^levant.^ 
He  concliKled  with  movltig,'  *^  That  the  order  for  printing 
them  be  disch^ged. 

T0Z..I.  1S05-6  L  Jdmir^ 
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'  Adnw'iUMMkiusm  could  not  exfwu  the  sufprise  he  fell 
lat  what  he  haa  juH  'heard*.  When  that  hon.-  gentlemaa 
liad  first  brought  on  his  charge  against  JU>rd  St  Yii^cent^ 
he  stated  hi&wilUngncss  that  e^ry  paper  should  be  pro* 
Baced  tiecessar^  to  the  exculipajbioa  of  that  noble  lord. 
The  papers^  novr  bef6re  the  House  had  been  shewn  ,to  ad- 
Ihinistration.  -^e  late  .right  B^.  ChauoeUar  of  the  £x« 
chequer  had  objected  but  to  one,  said  thai  mereljr  froai 
public  motives*  . If  any  of  tbesepapers  had  been  objec-* 
tionable,-  it  would  haye  been  the  duty  ^the  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty whom  he  saw  opposite  to  him,  to  haye  pitevenled 
Ihejr  production.  It  was^  indeed,  moist  extiaordiiuury ,  thai 
the  hon.  gentleman  wHo  had  l»rought*  fcHrward  a  charge, 
clothed  in  such  invective  and  scurrmty,  should  be  the  vay 
inan  to  shut  out  the  tights  Tlu^rhm.  adnural  destied 
'Aaving  ever  asserted ,  when  he  tooved  for  papers,  that  the 

f*  roduction  of  them  was  impossible ;  on  the  contrary,  lie 
ad  slated  that  there  was  but  om^  P^pcr,  the  modu^CioK 
of  which  would  be  productive  of  aifficuHy.  There  waa 
iiot  oQie  of  these  papers  that  was  not  absolutely  necessary 
lor  the  justification  of  the  noble  viscount.  It  was  not 
enough  tbut  they  ky  on  the  table,  they  ought  to  bp  made 
publiC;  that  liie  author  of  U|is,ch^ge.  should  have  Hic<!- 
tortcd  with  accumulated  wei^^ht  on  his  owii.head.  If, 
therefore,,  the  hon^entleman  should  not  withdnw  his  mo- 
tion, he  ^ould  certainly  take  the  sense  of  the  Uoute  upoK 
it.  .  There  were  still  some  further  papers  r^uisite  to  the 
noble  earl's  dofence^and  he  should  not  be  deterred  bv  tha 
charge  of  the  hon.  gentleman  fromT  moving  for  th«m 
This  waiB  jioi  a  common  question.  It  not  only  involved 
the  character  of  that  noble  lord,  but  the  yery  existence  of 
the  country. 

Afr.  P.  Moore  had  witnessed  many  extraordinaiy  thingis 
in  his  day ^  but  this  was  the  most  extraordinary  proceeding 
he  had  ever  Jknown;  The  h<m.  gentleman,  not  satbfied 
with  repeating  his  accusation  against  JLord  St.  Vincent^ 
liad  accused  the  whole  House  of  Ck>mmon8,  by  saying  that 
ibey  would  not  have  patience  to  read  the  important  papers 
before  them.  The  aballiract  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
argument  was  simply  this :  "  Let  me  produce  aU  (he  papen 
i  <:hoose^  biit  do  not  let  tlie  noble  |ord  bring  any  where* 
upon  to  term  his  defence."  lie  could  tell  that* hon.  gm^ 
tlcman  that  he  for  one  should  read  those  papers.  He  had 
already  react  the  papers  produced  by  ike  hon.  gentleman^ 
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liut  if  he  bid  n(ybettfT  grounds  of  proceedings  lie  advised 
iiim  io  make  ihe  amende  honorable^  and  to  refire  before  he; 
proceeded  any  farther. 

The  Atiorney^Generai  said,  that  hoiwever  yoltuninotui 
flie  papers  might  be,  he  would  recoxarai^nd  to  the  bou. 
gentleman  to  withdraw  his  motion.  On  such  an  impor- 
tant subject,  the  House  would  do  wdi  to  sacrifice  something 
towards*  obtaining  every  necessary  document*  After  the 
papers  should  be  printed,  tbey  might  be  referred  to  a  com^ 
mittee,  wbo  might,  if  they  thought  fit,  narrow  tiiem.  In 
Ihe  present  sta^  of  the  business,  he  did  not  conceive  thkt 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  be  justifiable  in  pietsing  his 
motion. 

Mr»  Sajecmt  Best  concnrredin  opinion  with  his  learned 
l^ieod.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  said  that  the  papers 
litoe  irrelevant ;  but  was  he  the  proper  judge  ?  Were  itdt 
those  more  fitted  to  determine  the  question  who  bad  uii* 
derCaken  the  vindication  of  the  noble  earl  ?  For  the  rmr- 
jposes  of  the  hon.  member,  no  doubt  it  if  as  fitting  that  tnese 
{npers  sfaonid  be  examined  %  bat  for  the  purposes  of  na« 
tional  justice  it  was  highly  fitting. 

Sir  WUUam  Mifpcr^  in  support  of  Hie  character  of  the 
fnUe  ead,  alluded  to  |the  -freraom  of  the  ancient  city  of 
York  having  been  unanimoudy  voted  is>  him.  He  wa$ 
snrprised  that  the  hon,  gentleman  wished  ttese  papers  to  be 
wi^drawn. 

Mu  Jefferv  declarcdthrA  the  hon.  baronet  misconceived 
him.  He  dta  not  wish  that  one  of  these  papers  diould  ba 
withdrawn ;  on  the  contrary,  he  wished  that  they  should 
1)e  read  by  every  man  in  the  house,  although  he  was  con^ 
vinced  that  they  would  not  be  so.  What  he  complained 
of  was  the  procrastination  and  the  delay  which  he  ex* 
perienced  in  bringing  forward  and  in  substantiating  the 
diarges  against  LordlBt.  Yincent,  That  noble  Lonof  hn4 
diedaxed  tbathe  wonld  build  50  sail  of  the  line ;  but  had  he 
produced  40?  had  he  produoedSO  F  had  he  produced  SO? 

Mr.  Tiemey  aqd  the  Speaker  caHcd  the  hon.  goatkmasi 
to  order. 

Sir  W.  Young  observed,  that  no  one  was  a  better  judfe 
of  the  relevancy  of  these  papers  thaa  the  frieods  of  die  noble 
eari ;  they  mi^  find  a  oearing  in  them  unknown  to  any 
ether  man ^ 

Mr.  .Tiemej/  declared  that  the  charge  of  a  wish  to  pro- 
crastitiate  wus  a  most  iinwaKantable  ^umny.    As  well, 

h2  ami 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'fS  TIIEFAW4AIIENTABY  »ft<;fI6T£R.  ;  [c<^¥i 

and  better^  niight  the  bon.  gentleinan  be  charged  with  a 
desire  to  procrastinatC|  haying  allowed  the  Jiqole  lord  to 
femain  eighteen  months  out  of  office  before  he  brought  for? 

Jrard  his  charges.  .  It  ^as  certainly  thouffbt  by  some,  that 
be  hon  ^ent£maa  was  set  on  by  a  Board  smarting  under 
the  lasb  pf  ILord  St.  Vincent's  exposure.  How  did  the  hon. 
ccntleman  kpow  th^  import  of^ these  papers?  He  must 
Save  seen  thepi  priyately,  and  if  privately >  scandalously  and 
suspiciously  1    (ffe(fr!  heqr!) 

Mr.  Jegery  t>rice  attempted  i(k  speak,  bat  going  into 
fresh  matter,  he  T^ras  called  to  order  by  the  Spc^iker.  Alk. 
lencrth  he  observed  that  he  had  nqt  dr^n  hgb  |(nowlc<&;c 
of  these  papers  from  any  public  office,  or  from  either  thq 
navy  or  adipiralty  boards. 

After  a  few  words  frqm  Mr.  >y .  Dif kij^cyi^  ^x.  StSfjj 
figrccd  to  withdri^w  }Lis  niotib.i|. 

'  CONTINENTAL  7&EAT1S8. 

.  XJnrd  Cptf^^reagi  ♦presented  ^lopies  of  a  treaty  entered 
into  by  this  country  with  Sweden,  and  tbree  concbided  ht*, 
twccn  thiscouotrj^  and  Ru^ida^  with  the  accjpssipn  oCAustx^ 
to  the  latter. 

After  the  titles  bad  bpen  re^  by  the  plerk|     .     j    .  . 

,  Lord  Castlereagh  said  ,)ie  wished  tp  ofier.a  few  obseniA- 
j(ions  with  rpgard  to  the  course  of  proceeding  oa  the  discus* 
^ion  of  these  inippttqiit  papers,  and  of  the  cpnduct  to  wbicl^ 
they  referred,  and  of  tn»  nature  of  tbe  information  .iyhic|^ 
Parliament  ipigbt  Tvish  tpposs«ss  oi^  the  fubject..  It  was 
liis  most  anxious  wish,  ana  the  most  anxioys  wish  of  tlios^ 
with  whom  he  liad  thg  lionour  to  act|  that^  eyeiy.  tbiag 
ivhich  could  {end  tp  dupidate  the  great  transactions  aaib^ 
pontinefit  during  the  last  six  mpnths  sI}ould  bp  before,  the 
House.  He  trusted  that  it  V!^  not  with  yain  confidence 
that  he  and  his*colleas;ue^  looked  to  a  result  of  the  investi* 
gation  crcditaJble  and  honourable  to  themselves..  But  i^ 
.was  due  to  the  character  qf  this  country,  it  was  due  in  jus* 
tice  to  other  nations,  tliat  sQm^  disclosure  pi  considerable 
.flelicacy  should  be  withjield.  jft  would  therefore  not  be 
expedient  to  lay  on  the  table  all'  the  discussions  that  had 
.taken  place  with  the  continental  ppwer^  since  the^cldse  of 
the  year  1804.  In  any  situation  ctf  £urope  the'cfimpldf 
disclosure  of  these  discussions  wd^ld  hp  unpcpess&ry  m  its 
present  situation,  it  would  be  peculiarly  incompatible  wi^^ 
,^he  ipterests  of  some  of  those  powers  whom  w&  ou^t  to 
yppcct. '  For  himself,  he  regrett^  that  the  digcuasior.  of 
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itds  question  did  not  in  some  degree  take  place  on  ih^ 
first  night  of  ib0  session,  as  it  ^buid  have  clearly  pointed 
iMit  to  the  attention  of  minbters  those  parts  of  these  im/ 

^portant  transairtions  which  the  gentlemen  opposite  irished 
particularly  should  be  elucidate.  It  i¥ou1d  have  served  as 
a  land'-maik  by  which  they  might  have  shaped  their  com<« 
maoications.  That  calamitous  event,  whicn  all  regretted, 
prevented  this  at  any  subsequent  period ;  all  therefore  that 
adminbtration  coukt  do  was  to  follow  the  course  which  to 
them  s<^med'ihe  most  adviseable ;  and  it  would  be  open  to 
others  to  fbund  on  that  course  any  additional  motions  that 
might  appefur  to  them  to  be  necessary.  The  House  must  be 
aware  Instt  many  of  the  conditions  and  stipulations  with 
the  continental  powers  must  bo  contingent  and  eventual^ 
^pending  pn  the  part  that  thev  were  induced* by  circum-f 
stances  to  take  in  the  yfax.  Ministers  had  not  consi- 
dered it  their  duty  ^to  lay  before  the  House  any  of 

'  those  conditions  which  were  never  acted  upon,  but  those 

Birts  alone  whidh  gave  activi^  to  hostile  operations. 
e  was  uQt  prepared  to  sav  that  these  were  tl^e  military 
parts  merely,  although  the  House  could  not  but  be  aware, 
ihai  the  n^ilitaiy  stipulations  must  have  been  inore  produc^- 
Hft  im  imMTting  activity  than  the  political  conditions 
poald  pgssttbjy  be.  Ddicacy  with  respect  to  foreign  powers 
was  not  so  likdy  to  be  ininnged  \iy  the  display  of  the  one 
.  a^  the  other.  With  regard  to  the  stipulations  of  the  mili- 
taxy  force  iq  be  brought  forward  by  the  different  powcirs 
frim  whom  the  treaties  had  been  concluded,  there  were  two 
laain  features  tp  which  he  wished  that  the  attention  of  the 
Hjiwe«|igl|t  be  peculiarly  directed..  The  first  was,  what 
was  the  actuaj  force  which  government  had  every  reason  to 
Mieire  was  in  the  field  against  France,  and  which  justified 
theioi  in  inducing  the  continental  powers  to  resist  her  ? 
And  the  secqnd,  to  what  causes  the  failure  of  this  grand 
confederacy  was  tQ  be  attributed  i  In  order  to  enable  the 
lloose  to  judge  of  the  letter,  ministers  had  ordered  that 
Ih^  should  kfi  Udd  before  the  House  details  of  the  plan  of 
the  campa^,  and  of  the  sjrstem  on  which  it  was  wished, 
mid  indeed  resolved  to  act,  to  be  compared  with  the  system 
^luch  really  was  carried  into  execution.  The  plan  of  mi- 
litary operations  did  not  proceed  from  this  country,  be- 
cause this  country  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  so  weU  ac* 
otfliiaAed  with  dieir  expediency,  it  did  not  proceed  from 
Ii^ia^  i»^use  theiemoteness  of  that  power  gave  it  littla 
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•drantege  in  this  respect  over  Great  Brttaiii ;  but  the  plan 
of  tlie  campaign,  in  vhich  iras  to  be  employed  that  im« 
menseforceOfhicii  theofficialdocuraenls  on  thetaUe  woald 
inoontrovertibly  prove)^  that,  exclnaivdj  4tt  any  troops 
that  might  be  furnished,  by  Sirsden  ;  esolmTely  of  any 
Iroops  that  mi^t  proceed  from  the  fbture  decision  of  the 
court  of  Berlin ;  eKChisiTelv  of  any  troops  that  might  be 
added  by  the  minor  powers  oependent  on  tnaC  decision;  m* 
|le(iend»itly  of  ail  these  considerations,  and  highly  esti« 
mating  the  armies  of  Russia  and  Austria,  gOMremmeat  had 
every  reai^on  to  suppose,  that  on  the  first  of  October  the 
actual  force  in  the  field  of  these  two  combined  powen,  if 
France  would  not  agree  to  the  terms  of  peace  proposed  to 
ber^  would  amonnt  to  fire  bundled  thousand  men.    Tho 
plan  of  the  campaign  on  which  that  force  was  to  aet^ 
proceeded  solely  from  Austria.    It  would  be  for  the  HoOse 
to  observe,  that  the  {dan  had  been  entirely  laid  down  by 
her,  and  had  been  acceded  to  by  the  other  powen.    The 
tact  is,  that  the  advance  of  the  Austrian  army  beyond  tko 
Inn,  and  into  a  position  where  80,000  men,  under  General 
MiicL,  were  annihilated,  was  absolutely  a  breach  of  tb# 
^ian  which  Austria  had  thus  herself  proposed.  He  was  fa# 
from  wishing  to  represent  Austria  to  be  influenced  hy  any 
councils  but  those  which  tended  to  the  conscrvatiim  of  her 
ofwii  interests.    Yet  it  certainly  was  a  breach  of  her  plan'i^ 
and  it  prevented  the  Austrians  from  availing  themselves  of 
ibs  presence  of  the  Russians  on  the  )nn.    The  Court  c( 
St.  Fetersburff  bad  strictly  conformed  to  the  plan.  Fifty* 
six  thousand  Kussians  arrived  at  Brannau,  on  the  Imr,  two^ 
days  sooner  than,  according  to  the  conditions  of  that  plan^y^ 
was  exDCcted .    He  troubled  the  House  with  these  observa* 
tions,  Dccause  he  thon^t  it  indispensably  necessary  that 
the  House  should  kno^v  what  continental  force  government 
rupposed  was  in  the  field  ;  what  was  tho  planof  operatioMs 
by  which  thatforoe  was  tobesegulspted,  and  how  far  thedisw 
asters  that  had  befallen  Austria  were  produced  by  her  own 
acts,  or  by  those  of  others.    Having  stated  so  much  otk  the 
military  pointax)f  tbisquestion,  he  would  say,  with  hnpect 
to  the  political  oonsidmitionB,  that  as  far  as  was  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  other  nations,  and  with  tl|e  respect  and 
delicacy  whidL  they  had  a  right  to  demand  from  us,  bin 
Majesty's  ministers  were  anxious  to  aflbrd  to  any  gentleman, 
who  stated  the  grounds  of  his  inquiry,  such  faiformation  aa 
OMtld  begrant^  jfilh  safety,  It^  however,  there  was  any 
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nut  of  Uiar  candtet,  and  niQfe  particularty  with  regtiM  to 
Auisia,  Uie  expj|afii^tio«  of  wbiiA  woiM  t>e  attended  wilk. 
disclosures  iHJurieiuiito  the  interelt$  of  this  country^  atid  of 
£imqpe,  the  hoii«  ^lentleiiien  op^sit^  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, soon  IttHreaa  opportunityr  of  examining,  whciher 
their  dMibts  <^  thefprppriety  ot  thji?  eondtict  of  this  coun* 
417  are  foiwdea  iniaet.  Forlas<own  part,  there  was  no 
occuneiiee  that  be  -ahould  ntoi:^  sinoeitiy  lament,  botb  ca 
{Mrivale  ayid  ob  public  ^ounde^  than  that  a  transaction^  of 
sttdbgfSfitiApoitanoeshoakl)  ftont  any  chajorge^fadjaiinis- 
tafctioA^  be-  biiried  in  darkness ;  br/thatthe  details  to  vhich 
he  badidlHded)  andthe.policgn&at  was  founded  on  tfaem^ 
should-  by  any  eifcjimstftnoe  ht  prevented  fiom  being 
ttfied  t»  the  lHiiloln»  While  thocountry  bad  madepeat 
md  emtoordinMry  sacrifices  and  esaeitioas,  they  ought  to 
kD0m  OS  what  aooount  those  exertions  hnd  sacrifices  were 
le^puMd.  In  imdertaking  this  di^ussion,  he  was  fully 
wrare  of  thesetere  bas  which  ;ibfe  present  ministers  have 
aostained,  by  bii^g  deprthiBd  ollhe  aniistaaoe  of  that  great 
ghanieter  to  whoai  the  s^^sftem  was  chioiy  btddited  for  tx* 
iitenoe,  and  who  was  Ihesdbre  tbc'inost  completdy  qualified 
I0  uphold  and  defend  it.  Still,  'howevier,.  he  trusted  that 
tbeie  were  individttals  remaining  csapdale  of  explaining  . 
the  line  of  conduct  that  Iwi  been  adopted,  and  in  what 
way  govemnimt  had  discharged  the  sacred  trust  that  had 
been  reposed  in  them.  With  regard  to  the  couise  of  pro* 
ceeding  which  parliament  ought  to  adopt  in  tJds  important 
investigation,  an  bis  opinion  nothing  conld  be  more  de* 
airaUe  thanf  that  it  should  be  immediately  commenced; 
Bot  ki  the  present  situation  in  ^t^liich  the  administration  oC 
the  country  wad  placed,  he  shmdd  be  sorry  by  any  proDo^ 
sitien  of  hu  to  embanrasa  their  proceedingB.  It  was  like* 
wisetnaterial  that  when  this  discussion  came  one,  none  of 
those  individttai^  should  be  absent  Whose  distinguished  ta« 
Imts  and  political  perspicuity,  qualified  them  so  well  for  thtf 
iftouiry.  But  it  might  happen  that  JGicts  confided  in  Ihosd 
inaividuals  would -render  it  necessary  for  them  to  withdraw 
fbr  a  little  time  iromthe  House.  For  these  reasonshe  should 
not  fix  a  day  for  the  discussioni)  but  would  content  him-^ 
sdf  with  aneray  moving,  that  those  papers  do  lie  on  the 
table.  From  their  nature,  it  was  impossible  that  they 
could  pass  by  without  discussion.  The  pecuniary  and  po^ 
litical  stipulations  which  they  contained  must  subject 
tbcm  tothecagnixanQeof  theiiousc.  As  at  thatmomenthe 
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might  hot  be  in  a  situation  to  exercise  a  discretionary 

Slower  on  the  kind  of  inforniatioii  which  it  might  be  expe-< 
lent  to  bting  fomaM,  he  h^ped  that,-  while  he  did  not 
press  for  any  improper  di^losures,  those  gcAtlemen  who 
ibhould  8ucc«Ki  hm  m  oflice  would  be  disfSiied  to  deal  as' 
liberally  in  aifording  infonaatioYl  tfs  ihs!  pfftttii  admini- 
stration had  evinced  Aeir  inclination  to  do.  On  the  next  or 
following  day ^  he  hoped  to  faa^e  it  in  his  power  ter  bring 
down  some  additional  paperft,  and  he  should  then  b^  l&appy 
to  receiTc^any  suggestions  that  might  be  offered  td  him. 

Mr.  Fox  concurred  ifHth  the  noble  lord  itt  bfs  opinion 
that  the  subject  must  certainly  come  before  parliament. 
With  respect  to  any  oUier  papers^  relacKve  to  the  interfe-** 
rence  of  this  couiiU^  in  the  affairs  dftke  continent,  n<f 
judgment  could  be  rotmed  df  what  itas  still  requisite  unfit 
time  enough  had  been  afforded  icf  famine  th^c  ^b^f 
on  the  tabte.  The  noble  lord  appeared  to  regret  tbit  thfi 
subject  was  not  agitated  on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  If 
he  meant  to  impute  any  blame  to  his  noble  frieitd,  fieshould 
only. say  that  the  amendment^  which  it  was  originally  h\i 
noble  friend's  intention  to  submit  to  the  Houf^e,  wtfs  imiYid^ 
ed  on  this  principle,  that,  wb«i  such  cdpitat  raisfoVtnnbi 
happened  to  the  country,  it  was  thebucfiliess  of  the  House,- 
on  the  mere  statement  of  theiaet^  without  any  knowled^ 
of  Che  dtcumstances  attending  it,  before  they  granted  any 
further  supplies,  to  be  well  assured  that  those  sQpplie^ 
would  be  j^roperly  administered.  His  noble  friend  aban-' 
doned  his  intention  from  motives  which  it  was  unneces^ 
sary  to  repeat.  On  what  the  noble  lord  had  said  oln  thitf 
general  defence  of  Europe,  he  should  for  the  pre^nt  tnhk6 
po  comment.  Whenever  the  discussion  was  brought  for-/ 
ward,  he  should  listen  with  the  utmost  attention  to  every 
thing  that  could  be  stated  on  that  subject.  As  for  the  nobte 
lord's  wish  that  any  administration  which  might  succeed 
the  present  would  not  withhold  any  further  informaU<m^ 
tliat  it  mi^ht  be  expedient,  and  at  the  same  time  proper  to 
communioate,  he  really  could  not  say  or  guess  who  wcfe 
the  individuals  alluded  to.     (A  laugh,)   He  might  indeed 

Suess  at  some  of  them.     (A  hud  tough.)    But  the  expe- 
iency  of  granting  such  additional  information  must  be  re-* 
gulated  by  the.  knowledge  of  the  documents  already  in  th^ 
possession  of  the  House,  and  by  other  circumstances,  which 
it  was  impossible  at  that  time  to  specify. 
Mr*  Grey  supposed  that  the  papers  already  presenteii 
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would  be  printed  and  delivered  in  the  usual  way.  lie  did 
hoi  exactly  understand  whctfcer  or  not, the  noble  lord  had 
j)ro:luced  those  papers  which  related  io  points  of  the  confe- 
deracy that  h<id  not  been  acted  upon,  as  well  as  to  those 
whicfi  had.  lie  had  listened  with  considerable  altentioQ, 
whilst  the  clerk  had  iK^en  reading  the  titli*s  of  these  Papers. 
He  had  heard  kim  mention  a  treaty  between  Great  jBritaiii 
ancf  Sweden  ;  treaties  l)etween  Great  Britain  and  Ru^ssi^a, 
and  ifie  accession  of  Austria  to  one  of  the  latter  ;  but  he 
had  not  licard  him  state  any  direct  treaty  between  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Emperor  of  Austria.  He 
wiihcd  to  know  from  the  noble  lord  whether  or  not  this 


was  an  omission. 


Lord  Cqsilereagh  jn  explanaition,  informed  the  ton. 
meipbef,  that  these  papers  had  been  compiled  from  official 
acts^  and  not  from  correspondences.  Thehon.  genthnnan 
would  find  that  there  were  three  treaties  between  Great 
Britain  and  Sweden,  and  one  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  .Russia^  to  which  latter  treaty  Austria  having  ac- 
cede^,  it  was  thereby  effectually  constituted  a  treaty  be- 
twcen»  Great  Britain,  and  Austria.  As  he  was  on  his  legs, 
he  should  explain  a  circumstance  connected  with  these 
treati^.  The  treaty  with  Russia  consisted  of  fifteen  articU^, 
one  of  which  not  having  been  ratified,  the  remaining  four- 
teen only  were  t)ihcling.  Of  ^these  fourteen,  only  nine  had 
.Txxnlaiaofi  the  table;  the  remaining  five  being  of  a  complex- 
ion, which  would  render  the  exposui^e  of  them,  a  derelic- 
tion of  the  trust  reposed  in  the  adniinistration  of  this  coun- 
try ;  of  which  declaration  on  his  part,  'thehon.  gentleman 
would  soon  have  an  opportunity  or  ascertaining  the  ground. 

Mr.  Fox  asked  whether  the  papers  on  the  table  con* 
tained  a  statement  of  the  date  of  the  introduction  of  British 
troops  on  the  Continent,  and  of  the  subsequent  disposal  of 
them?  '         . 

Lord  Casllercagh  replied,  that  the  i)apers  wtich  he 
should  the  next  or  following  day  lav  before  the  House, 
would  satisfy  the  hon.  gentleman  on  that  head.^ 

3/>\  Wickham  inquired  what  had  been  the  relative  pro- 

Sortion  of  the  Austrian  arid  Russian  troops  employed 
aring  the  campaign  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated,  that  the  whole  of  the  combined 
force,  covenantecf  to  be  brought  into  the  field,  amounted 
to  within  5000  of  500,000  men:  namely,   180,000  Rus- 
sians, and  315,000  Austrians,  exclusively  of  20^000  militia 
Vol.  I.     1805*6.     -  M 
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in  the  Tyrol.  In  an  olRcialnote  received  by  his  Majesty's 
government  froin  the  Austrian  ambassador  at  the  court  ol 
London  in  October,  it  was  stated,  that  the  Austrian  force' 
actually  in  the  field  was  200,000  men,  and  that  it  was  ex- 
J)ectJed  in  the  course  of  the  month  to  carry  it  up  to  300,000 
men. 

Tlie  question  was  then  put,  and  the  papers  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

VICTORY  OF  TRAFATiOAR. 

IjOi'dCaslIercaghj  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had  the 
day  before  given,  wishi4  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  important  subject,  which  he  triisted  the  House 
Would  allow  that  he  was  justifi(»tl  in  bavins^  postponed  io 
the  present  moment.  He  meant  the  transcendant  victory 
gained  by  Lord  Nelson,  and  the  glorious  victory  sUbse- 
guently  obtained  by  Sir  R.  Strachan,  of  both  of  which  h^ 
felt  his  complete  inadequacy  to  s|jeak  in  terms  in  any  de- 
gree conmiensurate  withtlieir  merits.  He  would  prcfiice  his 
address  to  the  House  on  this  occasion  by  a  short  history  of 
the  naval  campaign  (if  it  might  be  so  called),  that  preceded 
these  brilliant  actions.  The  operations  of  this  campaign 
commcnce<l  with  the  sailing  of  a  French  squadron  from 
RochforttotheWest  Indies,which  was  immediately  followed 
by  Admiral  Cochrane.  This  squadron  only  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  brave  General  Prevost  of  shewing  how  an  in- 
finitely inferior  British  force  could  defend  itself  from  hostile 
attacks.  A  squadron  of  eighteen  sail  of  the  line  then 
sailed  from  Toulon,  which  was  instantly  pursued  by  the 
immortal  Nelson  ;  and  although  they  were  considerably 
superior  in  number,  and  in  strength,  they  quitted  the  West 
Indies  without  having  attained  any  object  of  the  least  im- 
portance. And  here  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  forget  the 
gloomy  apprehensions  that  were  at  that  time  entertained 
by  some  individuals  of  this  House.  There  was  no  disaster 
that  could  befal  the  country  which  they  did  not  predict, 
as  the  probable  consequence  of  what  they  were  pleased  to 
term  the  shameful  neglect  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers.  But 
not  only  were  these  prophecies  of  irreparable  injury 
to  our  commerce  and  colonial  possessions  completely 
fulsiticfd  by  the  event,  but  owing  to  the  able  arrangements 
made  by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
country  had  been  enabled  to  avert  the  apprehended  dan- 
ger^ and  heap  destruction  on  the  enemy.     No  sooner  had 
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advice  bt^n  received  from  Lord  Nelson,  that  tlie  French " 
squadron  had  left  the  West  Indies,  on  their  return  to  En- 
ro|X»,  and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  push  tor  the  Streights 
mouth,  with   the  ho^jc  of  iiiterceptina:  them,    than  the 
Admiralty  ordered  the   Brest   squadron   to  suspend   the 
blockade  of  that   port,  and  the    lloclifort  squadron   to 
proceed  off  Cape  Fin isterre,  to  reinforce  Admiral  Calder's 
divbion.     Thus  there  were  three  squadrons,  which  by  the 
able  management  of  the  Admiralty  Board,  were  placed  in 
situations  in  which   they   were  likely  to  meet  with   the 
enepay.    This  event  hap|3ened  accordingly,  and  the  result 
was  the  engagement  with  the  squadron  commanded  by 
Sir  Robert  Calder,  which  terminated  in  considerable  suc- 
cess, two  sail  of  the  line  having  been  captured  from  the 
enemy,     ImmiHliately  afterwards,  the  French  Ikvt  meeting 
widi  that  from  Ferrol,  retired  to  Cales,  to  the  amount  of  o4 
s^il  of  the  line.     Not  many  days  elnpsed  lx*fore  a  British 
force  was  stationed  in  the  Bay^  of  Cal(»  adequate  to  the 
bhxkade  of  the  enemy's  fleet ;  and  towards  the  conclusion 
i*f  the  month  of  September  Lord  Nelson  assumed  the  com- 
inand,  previous  to  the  great  action  then  approac^iing, 
lx>rd  Nelson  detached  a  division  of  this  fleet  to  the  Mecu? 
terraocan.     Fortunate  indeed  was  it  for  his  fame  that  he 
had  done  so,  for  it  is  indisputably  apparent,  tliJit  notliing 
but  the  knowledge  of  this  reduction  of  Ijord  Nelson's 
force,  and  the  supposition  that  it  amounted  only  to  ^1  saM 
instead  of  27,  would  have  induced  the  cauiMned  flcvts  tu 
<*omc  out  and  oiler  battle.     Their  obje<;'t  was  to  form  a 
junction  with  the  division  in  Carthagena,  and  tlien  to  have 
appeared  in  the  Mediterranean  with  a  fleet  approaching  to 
Hfty  sail,  which  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  Europe, 
they  imagined  would  have  excited  a  sensation  exceedingly 
favourable  ia  their  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandisement. 
When  he  contemplated  the  glorious  engagement  which 
had  Ix-cn  tlie  result  of  this  attenrpt  oji  the  part  of  the  French, 
he  felt  it  difficult  to  select  any  feature  on  which  to  d\>ell 
wiih  peculiar  praise.     Never  was  a  more  complete  victory 
by  a  superior  force  over  an  inlei  ior  ;  never  was  such  a 
victory  by  an  inferior  force,   whvn  contending  with  a 
wqierioc  force.     In  every  view  of  the  subject  \vliich  even 
prote^sional  nu»n  could  possibly  take,  they  scarcely  could 
suppose  it  in  the  power  of  ono  tleet  to  capture  from  ano- 
ther not  stationary,  but  under  sail,  the  great  number  of 
ijinetefn  sad.     It  v\as  a  new  spc^cie^  of  success  ia  our  naval 
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annals,  and  went  praclically  far  beyond  what  theorists 
had  conceived  it  possible  lo  aj[  complish  in  their  specu-i 
lations.  The  wonders  attending  this  most  brilliant  action 
were  not  confined  to  the  day  oF  combat.  He  should  feel 
that  he  had  fulfdlcd  but  half  his  duty  to  the  brave  men 
•who  shared  in  that  engagement ,  if  lie  did  not  assign  U> 
tluMU  the  praise  whicli  w.'ls  tlieir  due,  for  the  firm- 
ness and  perseverance  with  which,  after  having  contended 
with  the  enemy,  they  proceeded  snccr.ssfully  to  struggle 
with  the  elements.  Then  was  it  too,  that  that  generous 
spirit  of  self-dcyotion  to  the  benefit  of  their  tbllow-creatures, 
ihobc  exalted  principles  which  it  had  been  the  glory  o( 
ancient  Franco  (o  cultivate,  and  which  it  has  b(HTi  the 
endeavour  of  modern  Trance  to  ext  in  squish';  those  feelings 
which  it  Ix^camc  every  man  to  entertain,  and  every  man 
to  exercise,  were  proudly  manifested,  lint  however  ouif 
admiration  might  be  excited  by  this  illustrious  action,  it 
w  as  impossible  not  to  consider  w  ith  similar  sensations,  the 
achievement  of  the  division  under  Sir  llicliard  Svrachan^ 
in  which  that  gallant  admiral  took  from  the  enemy  every 
thing  that  they  had  prescntc*d  to  him.  What  effect 
the  exertions  of  these  brave  men  might  have  had  on  the 
affairs  of  Kurope,  linder  more  fortunate  auspica,  it  was 
impossible  to  calcubite.  They  had  withdrawn  twenty-five 
sail  of  the  line  from  the  service  of  thd  enemy,  ififtcen  of 
whicli  were  French,  ten  Spanish.  Of  23  ten  liad  l^ecn 
transferred  to  tlie  service  of  this  country.  The  relative 
situation  thrrefo.-^  of  the  navy  of  this  country,  and  of 
the  navies  of  our  enemies,  .was  altered  by  a  difference  of 
3v5  sail  of  the  line,  being  equal  to  nr^irly  one  half  of  the 
whole  naval  force  of'tlie  enemy.  Tliis  advantage  how- 
ever, was  not  the  sole  result ;  but  from  the  adjnirablc 
superintendancc  of  the  Admiralty  IJoard,  no  inlerruption 
had  arisen  from  the  injury  which  our  tivcta  necessarily 
sustained  in  thejre  severe  contests.  Other  i^hips  were  pre- 
pared immediately  to  supply  thcjrC  deficirnci(»s.  It  was 
not  tlie  least  extraordinary  circumstance  attcuding  these 
brilliant  transactions,  that  after  such  a  combat  with  the 
enemy,  and  such  a  contest  with  the  elornmts,  \\v  liad  the 
hearttilt  s»T!isfaction  to  iCc  every  individual  ship  that  had 
b<en  (ngagcd,  brought  back  safely  to  a  British  port,  ahd 
(Jie  er.em  V  were  thus  precluded  from  the  ostentatious  self- 
poriiTTatulations,  in*  which  they  doubtless  woulcj  have 
^ndLlgcd,  had  a  single  Britii^h  vctsel  fallen  a  victim  to 
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their  arhis^  ot  to  the  fary  of  the  tempests.  Evrty  one 
must  feelthat  the  securit;^  of  the  empire,  so  far  as  it  depends 
on  our  naval  strength,  was  placea  on  a  firmer  basis  than 
ever.  He  could  not  refrain  from  mentioning,  that  the  vic- 
tory of  Trafalgar  had  happened  on  a  day,  Mliich  w;is  cal- 
culated to  make  the  head  of  the  French  empire  f<:»el,  that 
there  was  yet  a  poMer  in  the  world  capable  of  controling 
LLs  restless  ambition.  On  that  very  day  he  had  been  de- 
claring the  designs  which  he  meditated  against  tliis  coun- 
try, and  on  that  very  day  he  received,  in  the  chas- 
tisement of  his  RtxiSj  a  lesson  whi^-h  it  was  to  be  hopexl 
he  would  never  forget,  and  which  would  teach  him 
what  he  hid  to  expect  from  the  gallantry  and  determined 
bravery  of  Britons.  It  was  impossible  that  these  exploits 
should  be  performed,  and  that  the  country  should  be  satis- 
fied with  a  silent  adrairalion.  He  pretended  not  to  do  jus- 
tice to  that  misfortune,  in  the  loss  of  thenol)le  hero  who 
commanded  in  chief,  to  which,  however,  justice  liad  been ' 
done  by  the  unaffected  letter  of  the  gallant  achniral  wfio 
had  succeeded  him.  Such  indeed  were  his  feelings  of  r-ff-  ' 
gret  at  the  decease  of  the  noble  viscount,  that  it  becanie 
a  question  whether  they  did  not  exee<*d  flie  exultation 
which  his  victory  had  occctsionenl.  There  was  every  thing 
to  praise  ia  the  cliaracter  of  the  noble  individual  he  had 
allude^l  to,  whose  Uffc  from  his  very  infancy  had  been  a 
life  of  heroism.  There  was  something  apparently  intui- 
tive in  his  nature,  which  prompted  him  to  the  execution 
of  grand  schemes,  which  appeared  to  be  out  of  the  re- 
sources of  his  profession,  lie  had  the  power  of  attaching 
individuals  to  him  by  his  amiable  qualities,  he  controled 
them  by  the  superior  mind  which  he  displayed,  and  his 
gi^nius  and  his  fortune  conspired  to  enable  Iiim  to  lend 
thorn  to  successful  enterprise.  In  considering  the  whole 
of  the  victories  which  had  shed  lustre  on  his  name,  it 
would  be  found  that  each  was  marked  with  traits  peculiar 
and  distinguishing.  If  the  House  reverted  to  the  battle 
ofAboukir,  they  must  recollect  his  daring  and  successiiil 
attempt  to  pass  Ix'tween  the  line  and  the>hore.  HLs  con- 
duct at  Copenhagen  evinced  equal  origin.il ity,  and  indeed 
his  whole  life  was  a  stories  of  brilliant  achievements,  which 

f  roved  the  magnitude  and  the  variety  of  the  resources  of 
Is  capacious  mind.  In  considering  the  loss,  we  should 
also  consider  every  thing  that  could  a  fiord  couj^olatitm.  It 
lou  frequently  happened,  that  great  souls  were  ciuhrined 
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in  feeble  frames.  He  contended  with  the  various  mala<« 
dies  by  wliich  be  was  assailed  with  so  little  success,  that  the 
day  iui«'ht  possibly  have  arrived  when  he  might  be  placed 
in  oppossition  to  the  enemy  with  diminished  powers.  It  was 
therefore  some  degree  of  consolation^  that  the  great  history 
of  his  life  had  been  wound  up  in  honour,  that  his  fame  was 
out  of  the  reacli  of  misfortune.  lie  was  sure  that  he  should 
disappoint  the  House,  if  he  did  not  shortly  advert  to  what 
Iiis  Majesty  in  his  beneficence  had  determined  to  do,  to 
mark  the  sense  which  the  crown  entertained  of  his  services. 
The  individual  was  past  gratitude,  but  the  name  remained  ; 
and  ho  was  convinced  that  the  country  was  desirous  tlint 
some  signal  mark  of  public  acknowledgment  should  he 
bestowed  on  them— CAer/r,  Afcrr, /itar/J  With  respect  to 
the  quantum  of  that  acknowledgment,  it  was  impossible 
to  measure  it  by  those  services.  Without  therefore 
looking  to  what  was  commensurate  to  the  benefit  derived 
from  the  yoblc  Viscount's  services,  it  was  rather  consider- 
ed whc-it  was  fitting  for  the  country  to  allow.  He  did 
not  know  whether  those  with  whom  he. acted  would 
have  the  power  of  conferring  this  a<;knowledgoment,  but 
he  was  sure  that,  from  whomsoever  it  might  proceed,  it 
would  be  accompanied  witli  that  liberality  which  is  charac-» 
teristic  of  British  gratitude;.  It  was  proposed  to  make  a 
provision  for  his  widow  (heaVy  hem;  I)  correspondent  to 
the  rank  which  she  heldin  society,  and  to  tlie  claim  which 
she  passcsscd  on  public  gratitude.  The  sum  in  contempla- 
tion was  an  annuity  for  her  Ladyslu\>'s  life  of  two  thou- 
santl  pounds. — (Ilcarl  hear!) — This  was,  of  course, 
ur)connected  with  t!ie  subject  of  the  lloyal  intimation, 
wbicli  recommended  the  a Aixing  some  splendid  appenda- 
ges to  the  present  Earl.  It  certainly  was  not.n<*cessary  io 
make  for  that  Nobleman  a  provision  so  munificent  as  to 
remove  him  from  the  sjihere  in  which  he  now  moved.  It 
had  been  thought  expedient  t)iat  this  provision  should  be 
ina^Ie  not  as  a  grant  to  the  family,  but  as  national  proix^rty, 
intrusted  \o  their  posseshitm  ;  that  it  should  IxjinVested  in 
lands  :  and  that  though  a  nsagnificent  palace  should  not 
he  erci  ted,  yet  that  an  edifice  comformable*  to  their  pub- 
lie  rank  and  estimation  should  be  built  for  the  family. 
With  a  view  to  these  olyects,  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
appropriate  tlie  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
to  !k».  vested  in  the  liands  of  public  trustees,  the  Houst*s  of 
Purliumentj  and  other  high  characters^  to  be  applied  in  tho 
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maiijier  ivhich  seemed  best  calculated  to  obtain  the  end 
proposed.      It  had    occurred  to    government,    that  thia 
would  be  consistent  with  the  rank  which  it  was  desirable 
that  the  family  of  Lord  Nelson  should  bcJir  in  the  country, 
M'itlioat  going   into  too   exaggerated   a  scale.      It   was 
iiBiiece^ary  for  faim  to  trespass  anv  Itfnger  on  the  attention 
of  the  House:  any  thing  indeed  that  he  could  sav,  woiiUl' 
be  fer  from  enough  to   manifest  the  sense  which  he,  in 
in  common  with  the  country  at  large,  entertained  of  th6 
services  of  the  illustrious  officer.    Great,  however,  as  was 
the  national  loss  in  this  instance,  he  conld  ijot  but  think 
that  a  was  attended  by  a  national  ad  vantasce.  He  could  not 
bat  think,  that  he  would  serve  as  a  model  for  his  profession 
lo  itutly.     lie  had  shewn  through  the  coarse  of  a  long  life, 
what  (k^rmined  perseverance  and  unsliaken  devotion  fo 
his  country  could  accomplish.     It  was  a  ijreat  object,  in 
any  service,  to  know  what  con  Id  be  done  m  that  service- 
The  life  and  achievements  of  Nelson  would  continue  to  ani- 
mate the  British  Navy  to  the  end  of  time.     lie  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  our  Navy  required  any  thiuir  tb 
render  it  more  courageous  in  presence  of  an  enemy,  but 
still  the  example  of  Nelson  would  shew  them  what  skill  and 
enterprize,  combined  with  bravery,  was  en  jiable  of  effecting. 
He  had  thought  it  an  act  of  parliamentary  duty  not  to  pass 
over,  to  do  justice  to  was  beyond  his  power,  the*  sf»lemli<l 
character  whom  all  had  so  much  to  lament.     He  trusted 
that  he  should  not  1>e  supposed  insensible  of  the  merits  of 
the  gallant  officers  under  liord  Nelson,  of  the  merits  of 
liord   ColUngwood,   Lord  Nortliesk,    and    Sir    Richard 
Strachan  ;  never,  indeed,  was  there  an  instance  in  which 
ityt^y  man  had  done  his  duty  so  completely  as  in  the  occuV- 
rences  then  under  consideration  of  the  House.     He  must 
therefore  hope  to  stand  acquitted  of  havirtg  allowed  the 
absorbent  merit  of  one  character  to  induce  him  to  withhold 
his  firratitude  from  the  rest. 
The  Noble  Lord  coficluded  with  movinir, 
F^Fst,  that  an  humble  address  beprescnted  to  his  M  ijesf y, 
praying  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleaded  to  orthr  a 
monument  to  be  erected  iji  the  cathedral  church  of  St. 
Paul,  to  the  memory  of  the  late  ever-to-be  lamented  Lord 
V'isc.  Nelson,  who  had  uniformly  manifested  his  skill  and 
enterprize  in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  who  ft-ll  irlori- 
ously  in  the  moment  of  victory  in  the  battle  off  Tniialgar, 
on  the  21s*t  of  Octdber,    1805.     Carried  nimini  cuiiira^ 
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.  Secondly,  That  the  thanks  of  (his  House  be  voted.to  Vice 
Admiral  Lord  Collingwood,  for  his  able  and  srallaiii  con- 
duct in  th(»  Victory  offTrafal^ar,onthe21stofOct.  1805. 

Lord  Castlerta^h  took  this  opportunity  of  observing, 
that  it  was  meant  Jiereafter  to  propose,  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  ^Lord  Collingwood  and  Sir  Richard 
Strachan. 

Mr.  Sheridan  enquired  whether  or  not  any  reward  was 
intended  for  the  Earl  of  Northesk  ? 

Ijyrd  Castlereas;h  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Baker  objected  to  (his  second  resolution ;  that  it 
did 'hot  come  up  to  the  services  of  the  noble  lord,  as  it 
merely  stated  them  generally  under  the  terra  "  able  and 
gallant  conduct,"  without  that  distinct  enumeration,  to 
which,  in  his  opinion,  they  were  indubitably  entitled. 

Lord  Castlereagh  answered,  that  this  had  not  escaped 
tlie  attention  of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  On  an  ample 
consideration  of  the  subject,  however,  whatever  might  be  the 
high  sense  entertained  by  them  of  the  gallant  Lord's  con- 
duct, it  had  been  deemed  adviseable,  to  prevent  the  establish- 
ment of  a  precedent  which  might  create  confusion  in  some 
fufUrc  case  where  differences  of  opinion  might  exist, 'to  coji- 
'  form  the  resolution  to  the  words  usually  adopted  on  similar 
occ^isions. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  carried  nem.  con. 
.  3dly,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  voted  to  Bear 
Admiral  the  Earl  of  Northesk,  and  the  captains  and  officers 
of  the  fleet,  for  their  gallant  conduct,  &c.  and  that  Lord 
Collingwood  be  requested  to  communicate  the  same  to 
them.     Carried  nem.  con. 

.  4thly,  That  this  House  doth  highly  approve  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  seamen  and  marines  serving  m  the  above  en- 
gagement, and  that  the  Speaker  do  communicate  the  same 
td  Lord  Collingwood.     Carried  nan,  con. 

Sthly  ,Thatanhumble  address  be  presentcdtohis  Majesty, 
praying  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  mo- 
numents U>  be  erected  in  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul, 
to  the  memory  of  Captain  Duff  and  Captain  Cooke^  who 
fell  gloriously,  &c.     Carried  nem.  con. 

6tiily,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  voted  to  Rear-* 
Admiral  Sir  R.  Strachan,  for  his  able  and  gallant  conduct 
in  the  defeat  and  capture  of  the  French  squadron,  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1805. 

'    Mr.   IVindhamsaked^  whether  it  was  in  contemplatioo 
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to  make  a  saitable  pr<nnsion  for  Sir  R.  Strachaa  aa  well  a^ 
for  Lard  CoUtngwood. 

JLord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  it  w^s. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  then  carried  rtem.  con*  ;  a9  was 
also  a  seventh)  Totin^  the  thanks  of  the  House  to  the  cap- 
tains and  officers  of  Sir  R.  Strachan's  squadron. 

When  the  screnth  resolution  was  proposed,  forexpres* 
sing  the  approbation  which  the  House  felt  at  the  conduct  of 
the  seamen  and  marines  of  the  above  squadron, 

Mr.  Fox  b^ged  leave  to  offer  a  few  words.  He  had 
made  no  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  opposite, 
because  he  was  anxious  that  the  motions  proposed  should 
have  the  reality  as  well  as  the  appearance  ot  unanimity. 
There  were  two  points  which  seemed  to  him  to  call  for  com- 
ment. The  one  was  the  liberty  which  the  noble  lord  had 
taken  in  introducing  into  a  speech  of  the  nature  of  tiiat 
which  he  had  just  delivered,  a  panegyric  on  the  admiralty 
board,  for  which  any  other  time  would  certainly  have  been 
preferable  to  the  present.  The  other  was,  on  the  omission 
of  any  mark  of  his  Majesty'y  gratitude  to  Lord  Northesk. 
He  believed  that  if  we  looked  back  at  the  whole  history  of 
our  naval  victories,  we  should  not  meet  with  a  single  in-* 
stance  in  which^  in  such  a  large  fleet,  the  third  in  command 
had  not  received  some  distinction  from  the  royal  £ivour. 
The  Earl  of  Northesk  was  the  only  person  whose  merit  had 
passed  unnoticed. 

Lord  Castlereagh  declared  that  he  felt  it  impossible  to 
speak  on  the  subject  which  bad  that  evening  been  the  theme 
of  his  commendation,  and  separate  that  subject  from  some 
mention  of  the  conduct  of  the  admiralty  board.  He 
trusted  he  did  not  go  further  in  this  respect  than  what  he 
was  warranted  to  do  by  the  occasion.  Certainly  if  he  ha4 
felt  entitled  (o  express  his  full  sentiments  of  the  laborious 
services  of  the  distinguished  individual  at  the  head  of  that 
department  of  government,  he  should  not  have  confined 
fais  approbation  within  such  narrow  limits.  He  had  nevet 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  that  nobleman  until  he  came  into 
office,  but  the  manner  m  which  he  had  conducted  himself 
had  shewn  him  eminently  worthy  of  the  situation.  He 
had  not  only  been  assiduously  attentive  to  the  military  ope* 
rations  of  our  navy,  but  he  had  been  indefatigably  en- 
gaged in  digesting  and  modifying  the  practice  in  tlie  civil 
de|iajtment ;  and  if  he  were  now  to  quit  the  high  otficc 
whidi  he  held,  he  would  quit  it  after.uaving  planted  dtcp 
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Ihe  roofe  of  the  naval  strength  of  the  empfte.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Earl  of  Northesk,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  say* 
ingy  that  though  no  intimation  of  that  nature  had  beea 
made  to  the  House,  his  Majesty  certainly  destined  for  that 
gallant  nobleman  a  throng  mark  of  his  taToar>  which  was 
tp  create  hhn  a  Knight  of  the  Bath. 

*  Mr.  Fox  begged  to  beundeipstood  inr  what  Itt  had  said, 
not  to  mean  the  slightest  disparagement  of  the  admiralty. 
He  merely  wished  to  deprecate  the  junction  in  the  nobid 
lord's  speech,  of  the  immediate  object  of  his  moHon  with 
obseryations  unconnected  with  it-  Had  liOtd  Spencer,  or 
liord  St.  Vincent,  been  at  the  head  of  the  board,  his  ob^ 
jections  to  this  unnatural  union  would  hayc  been  equally 
strong.  When  a  motion  of  thanks  was  made  to  Lord 
Howe,  and  afterwards  tor  Lord  St.  Vincent,  ihfd  was  not 
the  time  chosen  for  a  panegyric  on  the  first  lord  of  the* 
admiralty. 

Mr.  urey  said  a  few  words,  and  was  answered  by  Lorcf  ^ 
Castlereagh. 

General  Grosxenor  regretted  that  Admiral  Harrey,  who 
cominanded  the  Temeraire,  i^  that  memorable  battle,  waa 
not  particularly  mentioned.  As  a  member  of  that  Hou»^ 
ie  was  desirous  that  be  should  be  so  meutionedv  Of  the^ 
gentlemen  who  surrounded  him^  he  hardly  neai  say  intht 
words  of  the  old  old  song — 
**  Hqw  ^twould  cheer 
.  Their  hearts  to  hear, 

That  their  old  companion  he  was  otic.'"*-— f^  laagft.) 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried  nemine  contra" 
dicente. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
f>f  supply,  and  the  several  resolutions  having  been  read 
«nd  agreed  ta,  it  was  ordered  that  they  be  inferred  to  a 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  which  was  ordered  for  the 
next  day. 

Mr.  tluskisson  gave  notice?,  that  he  should  the  next  day 
BAove  the  animal  and  malt  taxes  in  tht;  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

Mr.  Whithread  deferred  his  notice  which  He  had  fixed 
for  the  next  day,  respecting  the  volunteers,  to  a  firture  day, 
t>f  which  he  proposed  to  give  early  notice. 

*  Mr.  Wm.  Dickenson  presented,  by  command  of  hir 
Majesty,  from  the  bar,  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  es- 
timates tor  the  navy  for  the  year  MWO,  comprising  190,000 

*  *"  *  sfttfiiea 
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fleamen  and  marines.    Ordeved  to  lie  ou  the  table.    Ad- 
jdonied.  •     • 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,   JANUARY   29.  ,  " 

The  House  met  about  half  past  three,  and  ai^er  going 
ihiough  some  private  business,  adjourned  till  Friday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

"WEDNESDAY,  JAN.  29. 

A  resdution  vas  carried  that  no  petitions  for  private 
liills  should  be  received  after  the  7th  of  March  next. 
.  Tjie  SpeaJcer  said,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  the  at- 
.iention  ot  the  House  to  the  nature  of  this  resolution.  He 
thought  it  was  extremely  proper  thatsuch  ar^olutionshoukl 
pass.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would  also  consider  that  a 
▼ery  late  period  was  allowed,  and  that  therefore  they  would 
jud(ge  ^rfielher  it  would  be  prudent  to  extend  it  any  further. 

•file  Hou^  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  ways  an4 

means.  .  The  speaker  haying  left  the  chair,  Mr.  Huskissoa 

delivered  ^me  propositions  to  the  chairman,  which,  were, 

.That  the  malt  duties  which  had  been  voted  up  jto  the  23d 

4>f  June,  1806,  should  be  continued  to  the  2Jr(h  of  June, 

1807; — ^Thatthe  duties,  njot  exceeding^  four  shillings,  ia 

the  pound, on  lands,  arid  the  duties  on  pensions,  p&cesy 

and  offices,  .should  be  continued  for  the  space  of  one  year, 

from  ihe  25th  of  March,  1S06,  to  the  25th  of  March, 

1807 ;  and.  That  the  duties  on  sugar,  tobacco,  and  snuC, 

^ould  also  be  continued  from  March,  1806^  to  March, 

^1807.    These  propositions' were  carried,'  ap^d  ordered  to  be 

xepprted  to  the  House.     Report  on  Friday. 

ATr.  Siurges  Bourne  presented  an  {^ccotmt  of  the  bouii- 
ties  given  for  the  supply  of  fish  for  the  cities  of  London 
and  Westminster,  pursuant  to  act  of  parliament. 

Ordeied  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Mr.  TouHgj  from  the  bffi(?e  of  the  collector  of  the  ens- 
.  tom»^  presenjted  to  thp  House  an  account  of  the  number  of 
ve^Bd^  with  their  tonnage,  registered  in  the  ports  of  Great 
Britaia,  from  Jaiiuary,  1804,  to  January,  1805. 

QrdcuB^d  to  lie  on  the  table.  . '   .    - 

-    •  N'2  ■  •■  -^  'APFAiIm 
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AFFAIRS    OF  IXDlA. 

JV/r.  PauUrose  ta  make  h»  promised  motion  respecting 
the  production  of  Lord  Melville's  letter  relative  to  the  a£ 
f&irs  of  India.  Many  persons  might  be  perhaps  disposed 
to  ask  upon  what  grounds  such  a  youn<i^  member  a^he.  w  s 
bould  enter  so  particularly  into  the  affairs  of  Indid.  To 
such  persons  his  answer  was  plain  and  simple.  He  was 
conscious  of  the  imminent  danger  which  threatened  oar 
India  possessions,  and  therefore  he  was  resolved  to  raise  his 
voice,  however  feeble,  with  a  view  to  rouse  thc.attention  of 
the  Hou^  to  this  point.  The  House  did  not  by  Any 
4ne^ns  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  alarming  state  of  the  affairp 
of  India.  When  the  debt  of  India  amounted  to  fourteen 
^millions,  Lord  Melville  had  written  to  the  chairman  of  th^ 
.company,  recommending  a  plan,  which  in  those  circum- 
stances appeared  to  him  absolutely  necessary  to  be  pursued, 
and  expressing  his  opinion,  that  if  it  was  hot  pursu^  the 
consequences  >vould  be  dangerous,  not  only  to  the  concerns 
of  the  East  India  Company,  but  injurious  to  tlie  protipe- 
Hty  of  the  country  at  large.  His  object  in  moving  for  this 
letter  of  Lord  Melville,  written  when  the  debt  of  the  com- 

•  pany  wasr  only  fourteen  millions,  was  this — he  designed, 
on  some  future  day,  to  move  for  a  select  committee  of  the 
House,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  alarminff  increasfc 

*bf  the  the  debt  of  the  company,  and  of  their  failure  t? 
comply  with  the  conditions  and  stipulations  agreed  upon 
in  their  charter.    There  were,  unfortunately,  reports  at 

« ptesent  ill  circulation,  which  might  render  all  ^uph  measi^res 

•  nugatory,  respecting  a  person  upon  whom  a  great  (Jeal  of 
dependence  for  ^ttmg  the  amixs  of  India  on  a  proper 

^  footing  was  not  improperly  pladed  (alluding  to  the  re- 
ports respecting  the  death  of  tie  Marquis  Cornwallis.)  Be 

'  that,  however,  as  it  might,  he  wished  to  keep  this  motion 

-  as  separate  as  possible  from  those  which  he  had  made  on  a 
former  occasion,  with  a  view  to  the  conduct  of  the  Marquis 
Wellcsley.     The  object  which  he  had  at  present?  in  view 

'  was  one  of  (he  last  importance  ;  since  the  aebt  oIF  the  com- 
pany had  increased  from  fourteen  to  thirty  milliclnfi  in  th^ 
thirtemth  year  from  the  renewal  of  their  charter,  witbout 
any  of  th^  condiiions  agreed  upon  having  been^petformed 
on  their  parts,  it  wias  high  time  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
0f  thfj^  singular  circumst^n^.  It  was  with  this  view 
that  ne  rtoved  for  the  ktter  of  Lord  Melville.    Having 
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read  the  motion,  ^  he  begged  leave  to  add  one  "word  more* 
l«ord  MelvUU  had  written  to  the  court  of  directors  upon 
this  subject  in  the  most  earnest  manner ;  and,  indeed,  his 
opinion  had  beieri  given  them,  in.  some  measure,  i? itd  all 
ihc  solemnity  of  a  death-warning.  He  would,  say  this  of 
•Lord  Melville,  that  his  plans  for  the  regulation  of  India 
*wcre  well  conceived^  and  proofi  of  no  ordinary  cpmpre^ 
hension  in  him  who  proposed  them.  Upon  the  execution 
of  these  indeed,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  very  existence 
of  India,  as  connected  with  this  country,  depended,  and 
therefore  he  hoped  that  the  directors  themselves  would 
come  forward  and  promote  this  inquiry ;  or,  if  not  that 
the  board  of  controul,  or  some  individual  of  that  board, 
would  come  forward  and  give  every  assistance  to  the 
measure.  If  tlie  debt  of  fourteen  millibns  appalled  Lord 
Mdville,  what  ought  to  be  the  v^our  and  attention  em- 
Pjpy^  "^^^j  when  the  debt  amoQiited  to  thirty  millions  ? 
TFhe  directors  and  t^e  board  of  controul  were  in  some  de- 
gree boiind  by  these  circumstances  to  come  forward' and 
give  their  support  to  such  an  inquiry  as  he  proposed.  It 
nvould  be  said,  for  he  wished  to  anticipate  this  objection^ 
that  the  alarming  increase  of  the  debt  arose  from  tne  ware 
that  had  taken  place  in  India.  Hb  was  firmly  persuaded, 
however,  that  the  debt  had  not  increased  from  this  cause 
particularly,  and  he  engaged  to  shew,  unless  the  directors 
came  forward  in  this  afiair,  that  it  was  owing  to  a  cause  of 
a  very  different  nature.  He  was  resolved,  at  least  as  far  as 
lay  in  Ms  powei^  to  fix  responsibility  where  it  ought  to  at- 
.  tach,  and  thi?  was  the  great  object  which  he  had  in  view^ 
in  the  eflbrts  which  he  made,  and  was  inclined  to  make,  oa 
this  subject.     He  concluded  by  moving — 

*'  That  therc^be  laid  before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  letter 
of  the*  right  bon.  Henry  Dundas,  now  Lord  Viscount 
Melville,  to  the  chairman  of  the  East  India  Company, 
dated  tbe^th  of  June,  1801,  respecting  the  debt  of  the 
company." 

Jtfr.  'iVdllfice  had  no  objection  to  the  production  of  (he 
letter  now  called  for,  but  at  the  same  time  he  wished  it  to 
bef  understood,  ths^t  in  acceding  to  this  he  did  not  by  any 
jbeans  accede  to  the  propriety  and  truth  of  the  observations 
of  the  hdn.  gentlemiftn  who  had  made  the  motion,  or  to  any 
future  motions  or  opinions  that  might,  by  him,  be  founded 
spon  it.  This  abo  he  must  toy,  that  the  honoarabte  gon- 
llemanhad  notacted  altogether  with  strict  fairness,  when  he 
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began  irUhhU  motion  so  early,  and  prefac^  it  with  gomaay 
iemarks)  which  would  ha^e  been  mor^  nraperiy  inlcodueefl 
mfhen  those  were  present  who  might  wi^^  ^ear  tibem,  a|i4 
mhQ  might  be  better  abl^  from  the  svtva^edt  tb^y  held^  W 
ttiect  th^m  in  a  clear  and  jproper  .maancr  *•  .  Tbe'b<moiindl)|e 
frentleman  bad  advei^  io  the  cause  of  Ahe  iiifc^se  of  the 
jaebt)  and  touched  Aip<}^  poearguiDent  a^ii^tbim,  which 
he  wifihfid  to  a,nticipatf •  He  was  correct  in  ^pposiag  thact 
war  would  b»  alleged  ^  the  great  caj^se^of  tbi  increase  of 
the  ladvv  dtf^biy  and  he  had  n^  doubt  that  when  the  xubjeet 
jcame  to^  investigate^  this  would  be  pcov^  io  be  the  real 
^itate  af  the  case. 

Mr.  Pnull  wished  to  say  one  .word  in  repl^-.  He  had 
HGome  carl^  to  the  bouse,  and  had  oert^ii^  waited  a  rea* 
€oiiab^.tune  for  those  who  mi^t  be  .best  informjed  upo«|, 
and  most  intfrested.inythis' business.  It-was  i|ot  his  wish 
to  take  tho  House,  or  ^py  person  in  it,  by  :s^rpjrize ;  but  be 
had  a  most  inuportant  olyect  in  view^  and  was  oonvinced 
that  delay,  would  be  highly  prejudicial, to  the  wteiest^  of 
the  Country:.  If  th<^'e  was  a  cause  of  the  debt  for^i^if  \o 
io  the  war  in  which  lodia  bad  been  eogaged^  and  if  by 
this  cause  the  public  had  been  deprived  of  the  benefits,  that 
.might  result  from  the  performance  of  the  conditions  of  the 
J£mi  India  Comgpany'K. charter,  it  was  high  time  the  busi- 
ncss-  should  be  investigated  ?  and  that  ao  delay  should  take 
place  bey oad  what  wa^  absolutely  nec^^ry  from,  the  nfitttve 
ef  the  thing  its«*Jf* 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to« 

^r.  PomU  Xhtn  gave  ootic^,  that  cm  Tuesday  se'npight^ 
)he  i^ofild  move  for  a  /^lect  Commit!^  toi^qui^  i«tO  the 
causes  of  the  alarming  increase  of  the  debt  of  the  East  India 
Company  I  aad  ai  tbSr  failure  to  i>eribrm  ih(^  conditions, 
terms,  and  stipulatioi|$,  contained  in  their  .charter. 

Mr*  James  Itttg^ald  gave  notice  ibat  on  Friday  ncKt 
he  would move  for  leave  tq  briug  in  a  byi  to  asceitaia  the 
exact  state  of  the  population  of  Ireland. 

The  Secretary  of  War  brought  up  tl<e  eBlj[mate$  of  the 

.  army  for  three  months  from  the  25th  pf  Dcjcemb^er,  I8Q$,' 

io  the  2Uh  of  March,  1806.  These  coatained  the<chargrs 

.  of  tb^  guards,  garrisons,  and  infantry  sfthonie  and  on  the 

Cotttiaeat)  of  tbe  troops^  m  the  platooos,  and  of  thc^  militia . 

=  The  JMMiDwttlfle  gnnjAeinan  wished  tha^Mie.  House  should 

.  irtttenre,  iLhat  bomaik^bp  the  estimates,^  (brie  months,  in 

order ito.  subject  th<»eJWha.  uftre  iMAui^.iitfo  .flffic^  to  as 
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little  embaifassment  on  this  suUect  as  possible.  It  mighf 
1^  proper  also  to  remark,  that  he  had  made  them  up  on 
Ite  ground  of  the«tate  of  the  ferces  during  the  last  year« 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  Friday. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,  JAN.  3h 

The  bishop  of  Clonfert  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

FOREIGN  TREATIES. 

Lord  Midgrave  said,  as  the  treaties  -which  he  had  th9 
honour  to  lay  before  their  lordships  on  Tuesday  if  ere  no\ir 
printed,  he  took  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  he  had  it 
in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  lay  certain  other  papers 
before  the.House,  illustrative  of  the  documents  which  were 
^now  upon  the  table.  He  thought  he  should  be  enabled  i(f 
present  the  papers  he  had  alluded  to  on  Monday,  or  at  far* 
thest  on  Tuesday,  and  was  induced  to  mention  this  circum- 
stance in  the  hope  that  there  would  be  a  full  attendance  of 
peers  on  presenting  the  papers ;  it  was  his  wish  to  enter  inta 
an  explanation  with  respect  to  several  points'  of  importance 
invoWed  in  thdse  documents. 

After  a  short  interval  Lord  Mulgrare  again  rose,  and  ob« 
served  that  it  would  probably  be  more  convenient  to  Qx 
upon  Tuesday  for  the  purpo^  he  had  mentioned,  as  the  pa- 

Krs  he  had  alluded  to  would  then  certainly  be  ready.  A$ 
should  then  efiter  into  an  explanation  upon  a  subject  of 
delicacv  and  importance,  cc^nected  with  the  papers  upon 
the  taUe,  he  thought  the  best  mode  of  insurmg  a  full  attend' 
anoe  would  bi^ to  summon  their  lordships  for  that  day.  He 
con  eluded  by  moving,  ^'  That  their  lordships  should  be 
summoned  for  Tuesday,  "which  was  ordered. 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  CX)MMONS. 

FRIDAY,  JAN.   SL 

Mr.  William  Pole  presented  an  account  of  the  expendi- 
tttie  of  the  ordnance,  which  had  not  been  provided  for  by 
Parliament,  and  an  estimate  of  the  probable  events  of  that 
dqpartment  for  a  certain  period.  The  honourable  member 
observed  that  his  motive  in  bringing  forward  this  account 
was,  in  order  tibattibLede|Kiitme&ito  which  it  referred  should 
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experience  no  obetruction,  but  that  tlie  treasury  should  be 
enabled  to  issue  t)ie  sums.uecssary  for  its  supply,  until  th0  ' 
new  administration  should  be  arranged,  and  prepared  to 
bring  forward  the  ordnance  estimates  for  the  year«     The 
account^  &c.  was  ordere4  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pole  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Monday  next^ 
in  the  committee  of  supply,  move  thegraiUts  required. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  ;  the  resolutions  of  which  were  read  and 
agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordinriy. 

lA)rd  Stopford  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  stated  thcS  his 
Majesty  haa .  been  wait(d  upon  with  the  addresses,  of  Ihe 
House,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a  monument  (o  Lord  Nel- 
j;on,  at  St.  Paul's;  to  the  erection  of  monuments  to  Cap- 
tains Dull*  and  Cooke ;  the  interpnent  of  the  remains  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  &c.  and  that  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to 
express  his  readiness  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the 
House. 

iniSH  POPULATION. 

Mr.  James  Fitzgerald  rose,  pursuant  to  his  notice,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  population  of  Ireland.  The  right  hoit.  gen- 
tleman expressed  his  wish  to  assimilate  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  Ireland  to  those  ojf  this  country  as  fat  as  it  was 
just  and  expedient.  To  the  Speaker,  he  observed,  that 
jmrt  of  the  united  kingdom  was,  among  other  advantages, 
indebted  for  a  measure  of  a  similar  nature ;  and  he  was 
happy  to  know  that4he  projiosition  he  was  about  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  met  the  approbation  of  that  justly  re- 
spected personage.  It  must  mdeed  be  obvious  to  every 
man  conversant  with  the  subject,  that  to  ascertain  the  po- 
pulation of  a  country  was  a  grand- desideratum  in  political 
economy,  whether  considered  with  regard  to  its  physical 
force,  iia  agricultural  produce,  or  its  financial  capacities. 
In  Ireland,  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman  observed,  there-  were 
not  tht  same  facilities  for  enumerating  the  population  that 
were  lo  be  found  in  this  country:  for  in  that.part  of  the 
united  kinivdom  thrrc  was  no  regular  registry  of  births  or 
deaths.  Besiklcs,  there  were  no  poor  laws,  through  the 
ovei^eers  and  others  employed  in  the  execution  of  which  ^ 
in  England,  means  were  easily  had  io  discover  tlie  nambcr 
of  ilw  population.  Therefore,  to  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience with  regard  to  Ireland,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
luan  propo:>ed  to  iutrouuce  a  clause  into  the  bill,  autho- 
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rising  the  magistrates  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
^iih  the  advice  of  their  recorder,  and  the  magistrates  of 
the  other  Irish  counties,  aided  by  the  advice  of  the  assistant 
barrbter,  at  a  geucral  quarter  w^sion,  to  appoint  one  or 
more  householders,  according  to  nectssitv,  for  each  ba- 
rony, parish,  or  such  other  district  as  niitrht  be  deeiutnl 
expedient,  for  the  purpose  of  coUecting  a  list  of  the  inhn- 
t>itants  of  such  districts  ;  the  exi)ence  arising  from  such 
appointments,  &c.  to  be  defrayed  by  the  assessment  of  the 
l^rand  juries  of  the  several  counties,  in  the  same  manner 
as  presentments  for  roads,  &c.  are  now  providitl  for.  '  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  stated  his  intention  to  ftiovo 
that  the  bill  should,  as  soon  as  it  was  brought  in,  be  read 
a  first  time  and  printed.  He  would  then  let  it  stand  over 
for  some  time,  in  order  that  all  persons  concerned  should 
have  a  liill  opportunity  of  examining  it,  and  from  that 
consideration,  he  should  not  move  the  second  reading  until 
atlcr  the  Kaster  recess. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  riglit  honourable 
mover  was  appointed,  with  Mr.  Gratlan  and  others,  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Huskisson  presented  a  list  of  the  public  accountants, 
usually  ma.de  out  pursuant  to  act  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Whitshed  Keene  moved  for  copies  or  extracts  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  chief  governor  or  council  of  India, 
rt*specting  the  «*veral  claims  of-  individuals  upon  the 
late  and  present  Nabob  of  Oude,  together  with  a  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Directors  tipon  the  same 
subject. 

Ordered, 

MIDDLESEX    ELECTION. 

J/r.  S.  Bourne  rose  to  move  tlie  reading  of  tlie  order 
Sot  a  ballot  upon  the  subject  of  the  petition  whi<*h  related 
to  the  last  Middlesex  election ;  with  a  view,  he.  said,  to 
Ibllow  it  up  by  a  motion,  that  that  order  shojiUl  be  dLs- 
i*harged,  and  the  ballot  postponed  to  another  d  ly.  The 
honourable  meml>e«  etated  his  reasons  for  this  proeeediiii^ 
|o  be,  tliat  as  it  did  not  appe^ir  probal)lo  thnt  the  number 
r4!i]nired  for  a  baUot  would  in  the  present  circnuKstaiici  s 
attend  before  Friday  next  ;  and  t%s,  in  e^ase  of  their  noa-at* 
tendance,  an  adjournment  would  of  rour-e  take  place,  whi(  h 
>votdd  produce  a  delay  attended  with  much  incouNenieurc 
to  the  publio  biisiBCbs ;  it  was  4jiorc|v)fL^  his  wish  (o  i\'i 
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the  ballot  for  Friday,  when  the  attendance  of  a  snffi-* 
cicnt  number  of  members  was  more  likely.  The  ho« 
nourable  member  thought  it  unnecessary  to  give  any 
previous  i^otice  of  this  motion,  as  neither  of  the  parties 
immediately  interested  had  any  objection  to  the  proix)sed 
postponement. 

The  Speaker  apprehended  that  previous  notice  of  such  a 
motion  ought  to  be  given,  even  though  both  the  par- 
ties concerned  were  disposed  to  coasent  to  the  motion 
itself.  For  the  principal  object  of  such  notices  was,  that 
the  House  should  not  be  taken  by  surprkc. 

Agreeably  to  this  suggestion,  Mr.  S.  fiourne  gave  notice 
of  this  motion  for  Monday  next.    . 

ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

The  Secretary/  at  War,  in  moving  thit  the  House  should 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  supply,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  the  army  estimates  .into  consideration,  took 
occasion  to  observe,  that  he  honed  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  mode  oi  proceeding,  although  it 
was  a  departure  irom  the  general  custom  with  regard  toi 
army  estimates.  These  estimates  were  usually  at  least  a 
week  on  the  table  before  any  proposition  was  made  to 
vote  tliem  in  the  committee,  and  such  time  for  previous 
consideration  was  no  doubt  proper  and  necessary,  upon  a 
vote  of  such  magnitude.  But  yet  in  this  case,  although 
the  estimates  were  but  two  days  on  the  table,  he  trusted 
that  the  peculiar  circumstana^  of  the  country  wOuld 
reconcile  the  House  to  the  course  he  meant  to  pursue. 
When  the  new  administration  was  arrans^ed,  an  adjourn- 
ment for  a  fortnight  was  likely  to  take  place,  and  if  the 
estimates  he  had  the  honour  to  present  were  not  voted 
previous  to  suc^i  adjournment,  considerable  em  harassment 
would  arise  in  the  military  department.  This  circlim- 
stance  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  prevent  any  objection  to 
the  motions  be  proposed  to  submit ;  such  objection  there 
would  be  the  less  inclination  to  press,  when  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  estimates  on  the  table  reached  only  to  the 
124th  of  March  next,  and  were  formed  on  the  same  scale 
as  those  of  the  last  yetir ;  thus  it  was  left  open  for  those 
irho  ii-creto  succeed  to  the  administration  io  make  up  the 
military  arrangements  for  the  remainder '  of  the  year. 
L^pon  these  grounds  he  trusted,  that  in  bringing  forward 
fbe  supplies  in  the  way  he  had  describW^^  he  shodld  stand 
■    ,  acquittecl 
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acqaitted  in  the  jud^rment  of  the  House  of  any  vish  to 
infrade  himself,  or  any  unneces«ary  plan,  upon  their  con- 
sideration. If  any  precedent  were  wanted  to  justify  the 
rmidttct  he  adopted,  he  could  refer  to  the  act  of  one  of 
bis  predecessors  in  office  (Mr.  Windham),  to  whose  very 
^superior  abilities  he  was  ready  to  pay  the  utmost  defcr^ 
rnr4».  TJiat  right  honourable  genllenian,  he  renienibcrcd, 
in  the  year  1799,  laid  the  army  estimates  on  the  table  on 
the  1st* of  October,  forflieSd.  They  were  on  his  projK)- 
sition  adopted.  But  independently  of  precedent,  he  was 
persuaded  that  the  urgency  of  the  present  circumstances 
would  induce  the  House  to  accede  to  his  motion. 

The  army  estimates  were  referred  to  a  Coinniittee  of 
Supply,  into  which  the  House  resolved. 

Tlie  Secretary  at  /f  «r,  before  he  made  any  motion, 
observed,  that  on  recollection  he  had  forgot  to  state  to  the 
committee,  that  there  was  some  addition  to  the  scale  upon 
wiuch  the  estimates  for  last  year  were  granted,  and  this 
addition  was  occasioned  by  the  au^montation  of  the  regu« 
lar  array — ^particularly  owing  to  the  transfer  of  men  from 
the  militia,  in  conscquenccof  the  act  of  last  session.  To 
this  addition  he  did  not  apprehend  \]\n,i  any  gentleman 
would  be  disposed  to  object.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
if  any  part  of  the  estimates  should  appear  to  be  over- 
ratca,  a  prqportionate  deduction  miglit  be  made  in  the 
estimates  to  be  brought  forward  in  March. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  concluded  with  sub- 
mitting the  following  motions,  which  were  acceiled  to. 

1 34,473  effective  men,  including  corami^^sioned  and  non- 
comraissioned  oflicers,  for  the  service  of  the  United  King- 
dom, atid  on  the  Continent, .  for  three  months,  from  tlie 
•29th  of  December  to  the  24th  of  March,  both  inclusive. 

1,193,103/.  for  the  subsistence,  &c.  of  this  force. 

505,037/.  for  the  use  of  our  troops,  &c.  in  the  Planta- 
tions, including  Gibraltar,  the  Mediterranean,*  Ceylon, 
and  New  South  W^les. 

617,584/.  for  the  subsistence,  &c.  of  the  militia  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  of  the  corps  of  miners  in  Devon 
and  Cornwall. 

Sir  John  Wrottesley  asked  whether  the  allowance  to  the 
volunteers  was  included  in  these  estimates  ;  and  iUso  whe- 
ther any  provision  was  made  for  tlic  clotliing  of  any  of 
tbit  body? 
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.  Tlife  Secretary  at  War  answered  in  (he  negative.  The 
estimate  respcetiiifif  the  volunteers  was  brought  forward 
separately  last  year,  and  the  same  course  would  be  pur* 
sued  in  the  present.  The  provision  for  that  descrip* 
tion  of  force  vi  as^not  so  urgent  in  point  of  time  as  any 
of  those  to  which  tlko  votes  of  the  committee  related^  No 
doubt  provision  would  be  made  for  the  volunteer  force  in 
the  course  of  the  session,  and  that  the  necessary  allowance 
for  clothing  would  be  included  in  that  provision. 

The  House;  resumed,  and'the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  on  Monday.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

SATURDAY,  FKB.   1. 

Mr.  Gal  way  Mills  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  se^nnight 
he  WQuld  move  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  copies 
of  the  dispatches  from  Lord  Lavington  and  Major  Gene- 
ral Prevost,  containing  an  account  of  the  attack  made 
Upon  the  island  of  Dominica,  and  the  damages  sustained 
by  captures  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Bcrcsford  presented  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  of  St.  George,  Dubliu,  praying  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  constitute  a  new  parish  therein,  with 
power  to. raise  money  for  parochial  expenccs,  &c.  Leave 
wasgiveu. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  (he  committee 
of  supply  on  the  army  estimates..  The  resolutions  were, 
agreed  to  fwm,  con. 

Mr.  Alexander  brouglit  in  bills  for  continuing  for  one 
year,  from  the  expiration  of  the  last  grant,  the  usual 
duties  ou  land  and  malt,  &c.  The  bills  were  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordertxl  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday. 

INDIA    AFFAIRS. 

Mr,  ff'atlnce  adverted  to  the  papers  laid  before  thi? 
House  some  time  since,  oti  the  motion  of  an  honourable 
g(»ntleman  opposite  (Mr.  PauU),  on  which  that  honourable 
gentleman  had  founded  stiitcments  tending  to  censure  the 
concUict  of  the  government  of  India,  and  particularly  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  Marquis  lately  at  the  head  of  that 
govcrumentj  relative  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude.    He  rose  to 
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move  for  other  papers  connected  with  this  subject,  and 
necessary  to  afull  and  fair  view  of  the  whole  transactions. 
He  had  no. doubt  that  the  result  of  the  examination  of  all 
the  documents  would  have  the  effect  of-  doin^  away  the 
charges,  and  explaining  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Marquis 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House.  He  concluded  with 
moving.  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House  extracts  from 
the  letter  of  the  Grovernor-General  in  council,  dated  Bon-* 
gal,  31st  of  August,  1786,  to  the  secret  committee  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  relative  to  the  continuauce  of  the 
(Company *s  troops  at  Futtyghur  ;  also  a  copy,  of  a  letter 
of  the  Governor-General,  dated  21st  July,  1787,  con- 
l*erning  the  Company's  relations  with  the  nabob  Vizier. 
These  papers,  with  several  of  subsequent  dates,  down 
to  1796,  on  the  same  subject,  ^vere  ordered. 

Mr.  PauU  complained  that  many  of  the;  papers  relative 
to  this  subject,  ordered  on  his  motion  seven  months  since, 
were  not  yet  before  the  House. 

Afr.  frallace  ssLxdy  it  was  under  the  serious  considep- 
ation  of  the  Board  of  Control,  to  whose  direction  this 
important  charge  was  committed,  what  part  of  the  papers 
tnoved  for  by  the  honourable  gentleman  could  be  pro- 
duced without  public  mischief.  He  assured  the  honour- 
able gentleman  at  the  same  time,  ihni  it  was  the  wish  of 
ihc  Board  to  give  ever^  possible  information  consistent 
with  the  trust  reposed  m.  them. 

It  was  then  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wallace,  that 
there  be  laid  before  tlie  House  a  copy  of  a  draft  of  a 
letter  of  the  Court  of  Directors  anmiUing  the  appointment 
of  Henry  Wellesley  a&Lieutenant-Governor.  This  letter 
had  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Control,  who  had  not 
f^vett  permission  to  send  it,  therefore  it  w  as  described  as 
a  draft  of  a  letter. 

.  pnovrsioN  for  lady.  nrt>80n. 

'  Lord  Castlercagh  appeared  at  the  bar,  with  a  me^sasre 
from  his  Majesty,  which  was  delivered  in,  and  read  fiotn 
the  chair  by  the  Speaker,  as  follows  :— 

"  GEORGE  R. 

*'  His  Majesty  having  taken  into  his  royal  consideration 
the  splendid  actions  and  heroic  achievements  of  the  late 
•Vicx*- Admiral  Lord  Viseount  ISelson,  Kniirht  of  the 
Bath^  during  a.  life  spent  in.  the  service  of  liis  count ly, 
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and  terminated  by  a  gtdrioiis  death  in  the  iMmcnt  of 
Tictorv ;  and  being  desirous  6(  ^ittinj^  t^  his  -widow^ 
lady  Viscountess  Nda6n^  an  annuity  of  2000/.  for  tlie  term 
of  ner  naturttl  life ;  recommends  to  his  (hilhfiftl  Commons 
to  comiiler  the  best  mode  of  sccnrisig  the  same  for  the 
befiefit  of  the  said  Lady.'* 

liord  Castlerea^  moved,  that  the  House  A^ould  eh  Kfon- 
tlay  r*^olve  itself  mto  a  commitiet»,  t^r  the  purpose  of  taking* 
his  Mujesty's  mOst  graci6us  Message  iiato  c6AsideVation% 

Ordered. 

pRovwnox  FOR  Lonn  tolmxg^'^ood. 

liord  Castlereagh  then  delivered  an6t1ier  message^  whick 
>irus  read  as  fpnows-; 

«  GEORGE  R. 

"  Itis  Majesty  having  tjiken  mtA  his, royal  coi^ideraiiofi 
the  signal  and  important  services  of  Culhbert  Lord  CoL- 
lingSftood,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  in  the  evcr-meraor- 
ubic  and  decisive  victory  obtained  by  his  Majesty's  fleet 
under  Lord  Nelson,  off  Cape  Trafalgar,  and  his  condoct 
after  the  action,  which  W9s  so  honourable  to  himself  and 
liighly  beneficial  io  tlie  united  kingdom^  and  being  dosi<r 
Tons  of  conferring  on  him  a  distinguished  mark  of  his 
favour,  has  thought  At  to  grant  to  him  and  the  two  next 
heirs  of  the  title  of  Baron  Coltingwood,  an  annuity  of 
.2000/.  But  his  Majesty  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  grant 
any  amiuitjr  beyond  the  time  of  In§  own  life,  recomimends 
to  nis  faithiul  Commons  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of  set- 
tling and  securing  the  same  in  the  most  effedoal  manner, 
in  conformity  to  his  Majesty's  intentions.^' 

it  was  ordcrcdon  the  motion  of  Lord  Casflereagh,  that 
the  House  should,  on  Monday,  go  into  a  Co^imittoe  to 
consider  of  this  Message  also. 

PROVISION  FOR  SIR  R.  STRACHAN. 

Lord  Castlcreagli  then  delivered  a  third  message,  to  the 
following  elTect : 

**  His  Majesty  being  desirous  of  conferring  a  signal 
-mark  of  his  fovour  an^  approbation  on  Hear- Admiral  Sir 
R.  Strachan,  forthecapturcof  a  French  squadron^  and  the 
valour  and  i^kill  displayed  by  him  on  that  occasion,  ha$ 
irranted'him  an  annuity  of  1000/,  for  the  term  of  his  natural 
life,  and  recommends  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  consider 
the  best  mode  of  securinr  the  same.'' 

It 


Digitized  by 


Google 


It  was  ordered  that  the  Hctuse  should,  on  Monday^  gp 
into  a  committee^  to  consider  of  this  message  al>o, 

MONUMENT  TO  MARftUlS  CO&NWALLIS. 

Lord  Castkreagh  gaye  noticej,  that  on  Monday  he  should 
more  the  House  to  ^dress  his  Majesiy,  to  order  a  inonu-r 
mcBtfo  be  Greeted  to  ;he  memury  of  the  late  Marquis 
Conxwallis.    Adjourned.      * 

HOUSE  OF  ^ORDS. 

3I0XDAV,  FKB.  3.  ' 

It  was  ordered  that  no  re|x>rts  or  petitions  for  private 
bills  should  be  received  after  the  11th  of  April. 
AdJQtUAed- 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  FEU.  3. 

A  nc^  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a 
fuember  to  serve  iu  parliament  for  the  borough  of  ^WmV 
over,  in  the  room  of  the  riflrht  hon.  Charles  Long,  who 
had  accepted  the  office  of  Chief  Secretary  to  llie  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  the  malt-dufy 
bill,  and  the  pension,  place,  &c.  duty  bill,  were  rrad  a 
second  time,  and  orciprcd  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

MIDDLESEX   ELECTION. 

Mr.  Sturgcs  Bourne,  after  stating  that  there  was  nf> 
pl^ection  from  the  parties  to  the  motion  which  he  was  about 
to  make,  obsen'cd,  that  it  might  be  inconvenient  to  have 
the  ballot  for  the  Middlesex  Committee  on  Tnesday,  as 
vias  first,  proposed ;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  order 
should  be  discharged,  and  fixed  for  Friday. 
Agreed  to. 

oudxaxce  estimates. 

Mr.  Pole  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  ITo«se  going 
into  a  committee  of  fupjdy.  He  also  moved  that  the 
account  of  the  expeAces  ol"  th6  ordnance  service  not  pro- 
vided for  by  Parliament  should  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee.    Orderodi 

In  the  committee  the  reference  was  read,  and  t^vo  distinct 
>iuns  voted.    Report  the  next  day«     , 

MARQUIS 
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MARQUIS   CORXWALLIS. 

hord  Castfereas^If  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion  for 
a  monument  to  the  Marquis  Cornwallis.  In  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject,  he  observed  that  he 
was  aware  of  the  circumspection  that  ought  to  be  exercised 
by  the.  House  with  respect  to  motions  of  this  sort.  Henraa 
the  last  man  who  would  propose  any  thing,  of  that  kiiidy 
except  in  a  case  where  his  duty  and  the  merit  of  the  object 
clearly  and  indisppnsably  called  for  it.  He  was  satisfied 
that,  considered  as  a  general  principle,  it  wai  proper  to 
confer  honours  for  some  specific  service,  rather  than  for 
any  general  merit,  especially  if  the  merit  consistinl  in  poli- 
tical services,  concerning  which  there  nright  be  great  dif- 
ferences of  opinion.  But  while  he  allowed  tlw  propriety  of 
the  general  principlcj  he  was  far  from  thinking  that  this 
ought  to  be  a  rftle  adopted  in  every  case  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. There  were  cases  when  the  general  course  of 
life  of  individuals  devoted  to  the  public  sennce  had  been  so 
highly  distinguished,  that  the  gratitude  of  the  country 
ought  to  be  reconled  to  posterity.  If  ever  there  was  a  case 
-where  this  course  might  be  safely  pursued,  the  present  one 
certainly  came  under  that  description  ;  for  though  there 
were  many  instances  in  which  his  conduct  might  have  been 
particularly  approved  by  one  party,  and,  perljaps,  dis- 
approved by  another,  yet  there  wassomethinfjin  the  gene»- 
jal  course  of  proceeding  of  the  noble  marquis  which  dis- 
armed parly  spirit,  and  deprived  it  of  its  bitterness,  as  far 
as  be  viSLS  concerned.  All  parties,  tlierefore^  would  cer- 
tainly be  n*ady  to  bear  testimony  to  the  purity  of  his  mo- 
tives, the  integrity  of  his  conduct,  and  the  unwearied  zeal 
of  his  services.  This  being  the  case,  though  the  talents  and 
aclioiLs  of  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  had  not  been  altogether 
so  splendid  and  brilliant  as  those  of  some  other  persons,  yet 
no  man  could  deny  that  no  individual  was  ever  more  con- 
nected with  a  greater  number  of  acts  of  the  first  importance, 
'both  civil  and  military,  in  all  of  which  he  performed  his 
duty  with  applause.  IIis  course  of  life  as  a  soldier,  the 
feelings  which  he  had  as  such,  and  his  character  in  the  pro-t 
fession,  would  justify  this  motion,  independent  of  his 
merits  in  a  civil  capacity.  But  he  had  performed  inesti- 
mable services  in  affairs  not  particularly  connected  with 
his  profession  as  u  ^Idier.  With  respect  to  iiis  character 
as  a  ioldiex4here  vould  not  be  two  opinions.   No  man  hud 
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€f^r  conducted  war  upon  a  more  enlarged  and  liberal  plan, 
tod  none  ever  performed  the  mrticular  duties  of  it  with 
more  zeal  and  firmness.    It  mi<;nt  be  said  of  him,  that  no 
prosperity  ever  made  him  lose  sight  of  his  moderation,  his 
generosity,  and  his  prudence  ;  and  that  none  of  his  misfor- 
tunes ever  lovrered  his  reputation.  He  ccdainl^  experienced 
some  of  the  disappointments  incidental  to  a  mditary  career, 
but  ye^.  the  skill  and  prudence  with  wich  he  conducted 
himself  under  such  circumstances  were  so  manifest,  that  his 
reputation  rose  even  on  these  very  disappointments  ;  nor 
could  any  rational  man  denv  his  merits  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  at  least  no  national  man  who  had  examined,  and 
understood  the  subj^t.    He  had  first  carried  to  India  the 
principle  of  fixed  property,  a  thing  so  necessary,  and  so 
trell  calculated -to  promote  the  prosperitv  and  happiness  of 
the  natives.  He  bad  also  first  carried  io  India  the  principle 
of  the  proper  administration  of  justice  upon  the  plan  of 
the  Bntish  laws  and  constitution.     When  the  happy  ef- 
fects of  these  services  were  considered,  he  was  persuaded  that 
though  they  constituted  the  whole  of  his  merits,  that  his 
fiune  would  have  been  established  on  a  firm  and  lasting  basis, 
and  that  all  would  be  disposed  to  allow  that  he  was  deserv- 
ing of  public  honours  ;  out  there  were  other  features  in  his  ' 
character,  other  services  which  he  had  performed,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  constituted  an  additional  claim  to  these  ho- 
nours, though  on  these  points  there  might  be  some  dif-' 
lerence  of  senthnent.     While  those  who  differed  from  him 
and  others,  respecting  the  union  with  Ireland,  and  the 
peace  of  Amiens,  which  removed  many  of  the  distracting 
doubts  under  which  we  formerly  laboured;  while  they 
(claimed  a  right  to  maintain  their  own  opinions,  he  hoped 
that  he,  and  those  who  agreed  with  him,  would  not  be 
called  npott  io  surrender  those  sentiments  which  they 
thought  just  and  well-fouhded.     Besides  all  these,  the  great 
transaction  which  led  to  the  close  of  the  useful  life  of  this 
noUeman  forme<I  another  ground  of  claim  to  the  honour 
which  he  was  about  to  propose.     After  the  close  of  thai  ad- 
ministration in  India  which  had  performed  so  many  bril-  ' 
liant  exploits,  and  raised  the  British  name  there  io  such  a 
height  of  glory,  w6^  it  was  thought  fit  to  send  mit  this 
^Feat  man,  io  consolidate  and  ^tablish  what  the  British   ' 
arms  had  conqu«!ed,  no  consideration  of  convenience,  of 
liealth,  or  of  ease  to  himself,  had  weighed  with  Marquis 
Comwallb.    He  had  carried  t^  military  principle  into - 
Ills  civil  services,  that  nothing  might  to  resttain  him,  ex^ 
-^VoL- 1.  1805-6  P  cept 
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cept  impossibilities,  when  any  thiiiff  could  be  dose  £^  the « 
advantage  of  (he  coimtry.  The  nwAc  marqui$  undertook 
the  servicp,  perfectly  aware  of  the  danger.  Hi^  hoalUi  de- 
clined after  his  l()aving  England,  and  in  thiee  months  from 
the  period  of  his  arrival  in  India,  }ie  fell  a  victim  to  I|is 
pntnoti&n^ ;  but  retaining  the  possession  of  his  faculties  to 
the  last,  he  employed  every  nioine»*t  in  the  performaDce  of 
his  duty  ;  and,  though  bis  life  was  cut  short  by  the  hand, 
of  Providence,  yet  while  he  lived  he  had  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  a  plan,  which,  if  executed  by  his  successor,  ivould 
be  attendra  with  the  mpst  solid  advantages.  On  a  sub^ 
jcct  where  the  claim  was  less  clear,  he  ought  to  be  the  kst 
person  to  call  for  these  i^ononrs  to  this  nobleman^  as  hfi 
might  be  partial  on  account  of  the  friendship  which  had 
subsisted  between  them,  which  wonld  not  idlow  him  (»  con-i 
$ider  the  matter  so,xx)olly  as  might  be  necessary :  but  while 
he  asked  for  this  consolation  to  himself,  he  was  aware  that 
tbere  might  be  fei^iings  of  public  duty  which  n^ight  weigh 
strongly  with  others,  perfectly  dbtinct  from  any  personal 
considerations.  At  the  moment  in  which  he  was  speaking, 
however  distinguished  for  great  public  calamity,  tjxee  per-* 
isons  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  service  of  th^ir  countryi 
^hose  talents,  even  in  the  o])ini(m  of  those  opposite  to  him, 
could  not  easily  be  equalled.  Without  bringing  question^ 
'  to  issue,  he  woubl  not  hesitate  in  saying,  that  t  he  loss  of  the^ 
three  persons  could  not  be  easily  supplied.  Parliament  and 
t^  country  weresensible  of  the  loss;,  and  he  would  no^  claim 
funeral  honours  for  Marquis Cornwallis,  whO)  though  not  tha 
inostdistinguished  of  the  three,  had  well  desqrved  this  mark- 
of  the  public  gratitude.  He  concluded  by  moving.  That  aa 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  hunMy  eiH. 
tpeating  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously  ple^tsed  to  give 
directions  that  a  monument  should  be  erected  in  the  c^e-? 
dral  church  of  St.  Pnnl,  to  the  Majqui»  Cornwallis,'  late. 
Governor  Geiieral  of  Bengal,  in  memorial  of  his. high  aad 
unblemished  public  char^fcter,  bis  long  and  emineiot  ser-p 
vices,-  and  hij>  unwearied  zeal,  ^yhichto  the  latest noiments 
of  his  life  w^is  cmp^loyfd  in  promottogtbe  Intcro^t  a^d  bp- 
liour  of  this  country, 

Jlir*  Charles  6'v{|//r^ecixidodthema0Qp..  He  nienti^od 
0Qme  of  the  leadiniif  filatures'  in  tbechaiacter  of  Marqiiis . 
0»rnwaUis,  i^nd  t^^i^a  of  his  mwi^  remarkable  ^yices,  * 
pftTticuhrly  those  of  introducing  into  Bengal  the prinof plea 
of  fixed  propertj^,  aiid  of  the  British  Jaws.    Jtle  dwelt 
\kjam  thQ  happy  ^^to  wikipli  jAi^  k^  m  the  people  of 
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Indte,  id  Mmrin^  thttri .ftbm  oppression.  The  cxampla 
Iwd  bctoi  fcHowcd,  and  helidpea  woiild  be  attiinded  with 
titehappi^t  result,  mih  respect  to  the  property  of  th^ 
natives  and  ihe'Ea^t  India  Comp^;fi  He  cdtaclnded  hf 
cordiaUyassciitin?  to  tlie  motion. 

Mr.  IVawm.—^he  motion,  Terjjndidotislyin  i(s  terma 
)Mde  by  the  noble  lotd,  &nd  snpported  with  great  pto^ 
ptiety  Irjr  the  honourable  director  of  the  Ijidia  Company| 
irantsttio  seconding  of  mine  to  recommertd  it*     I  believe  it 
is  aj  muck  in  ilhison  with  the  judgment  and  feelings  of 
^evcsry  man  in  tliis  House  diiA  in  the  nation  as  it  Ls  witR 
mine.     I  have  many  Vno\iVcs  for  wishing  to  take  sorae  pari 
iti  it.     Onfe  of  them  lias  a  rise  A  accidentally  from  a  pai>sag(; 
in  tbenoMe  lord^  ijpeeoh,  repeated  and  enforced  by  thfe 
honoutible  direct bfi/  I  find  now,  thoaghilhad  hot  oc* 
"cnrred  to  me  before,  fliM.  I  am  personally  indebted  to  thfe 
tn«nory  of  the  ^oblft  lorflwhotn  ^e  ha'^^e  lost.     It  is  said, 
and  I  xloTibt  not  vt*ry  tVuty,  that  Lord 'Com  wallls,  pVocceo- 
ing  on  a  principle  oVbi^tTcfoleftce,  whf<ih  in  m^  mind  is  the 
csscnd&of  Vistlbm/atid'^hefbhndatiOn  of  national  f>rost)e- 
«ity^  tttrfe  it  his  first  care  1o  protect  the  people  whom  it)i?- 
tunc  bt  Providence  has  talacM  under  our  domiuioii*    Ltit 
•out  Tight  be  what  it  may^  i  ktn  sure  ihere  is  no  other,  way  io 
make  the  possession  either  profitable  or  secure.  On  this  priit'* 
ciple  Lord  Comwallls  gave  to  the  nativ^  of  Bengal  a  sccu- 
ntyin  their  laiided  property  <     1  appeal  to  the  noble  loftf, 
and  tncrre  particularly  io  the  honourable  dirc8tor,  whether 
this  is  riot  the  very  dim  Which  I  proposed  in  I7T6,  and 
iirluch  ^Jjord  CfamWMlifi  has  don^  me  th(*  hotibut  to  c-idodt 
and -execute.  I  am  bound  to  "be  gtatefuf  to  his  memory  for 
the  honont  he  has  done  me.  In  j^tating  Ather  re:i;feotis  for  inV 
wncnttenc^  in  thiiin^on,T;<ihall  confine  mv' view  to  the 
Indhth  theattte,  as  t1hfe  honbuiraMe  diiiecf or,  has  done.    J 
iai«w  It  bc^tj  and  ^ttty  oft  this  IgtauTicJ,  l.brd  CofnWaUis's 
merits  are  not  only/ehlinent  but  mdi^pubble.    Sir^  auoc-, 
cnpation  <if  thirty  years  *4t  home  arid  abroad  iit.thc  servide 
erf  India  has  given  me  a  (^\ti\m  .to  an  nrtetfest  in  any  ques- 
tion that  concerns  ir.    Mte  ^h6  has  ^ervfcd  that  country,  as 
Lord  Cortiwallis  has  done, ,  is  entitled -^  on  thdt  scbre,  to  all 
the  return  thtff  I  can  make  hiixi.    To  dp  hitn  hondnr  is  not 
in  my  powcri  Biit  it  is  honourable  lo  itij^lf  to  cbntriBiit*, 
ir  I  c&n,  ko  tbt  orily  te^ard  tha^  &ii'  itbw  bt  giveh'hira. 

, ,  .^ithts 
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merit  was  in  undertaking  to  gato  India  at  so  advanced  ^ 
period  of  his  life*  He  could  not  be  insensible  of  the  pro« 
babilitj  there  was  that  he  might  never  return  to  England* 
I  thought  it  a  certainty.  He  saw  his  danger^  and  he  en- 
countered it  without  hesitation  for  the  public  good.  It  was 
a  danger  too  which  ^  though  far  beyond  that  of  a  battle,  had 
no  prospect  of  military  fame  to  recommend  it.  .  Anothel' 
argument  arises  out  of  this  consideration.  The  merits  and 
the  honour  of  Lord  Cornwallis  are  ^t  within  the  r<^c&  of 
diminution  ;  but  his  fortune  has  not  been  equal  to  his  de« 
serts.  It  has  not  been  his  lot  to  die  where.his  gallant  mindl 
would  have  led  him,  in  the  front  of  a  glon'ous  contest  with 
the  enemies  of  his  country^  at  thp  head  of  a  successful 
army,  and  in  the  arms  of  victory.  Is  it  jpossible  to  doubt 
that  he,  who  risqued  his  life  for  a  most  mentorious  purpose, 
but  without  the  hope  of  fame,  woidd  not  gladly  nave  re- 
signed it  on  the  same  principle  in  any  other  field  in  M^hich 
honour  mi^ht  have  Ix^n  obtained.  That  ^ood  fortune 
was  denied  him.  It  is  our  duty  then  to  repair  and  fill  up 
what  was  wanting  in  the  measure  due  to  his  well-earned 
character.  Let  the  gratitude  of  his  country  accompany 
his  name  in  its  descent  to  the  latest  posterity.  The  measure 

Sroposed.  is  all  we  can  do,  and  I  am  proud  in  having  some 
lare  in  it. 

Mr.  WindJtam  observed,  that  when  the  nbblc  lord  began 
he  was  not  aware  of  what  nature  the  motion  was  to  be,  and 
it  was  only  a  few  hours  (u^o  that  he  knew  there  was  to  be  a 
motion  on  the  subject.  However,  upon  the  general  prin* 
ciple  which  he  formerly  stated,  though  he  was  ready  to 
bear  testimony  io  the  merits  of  Marquis  Cornwallis,  he 
would  feel  disposed  to  oppose  this  motion  had  not  the  life 
of  the  noble  mar(]uis  terminated  in  a  wa^  coming  directly 
within  that  principle.  If  he  did  not  die  m  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory, joi  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Francis)  had  observed,  h€ 
enckyuntered  alr^ost  certain  death  in  undertaking  the  enter- 
.  pr^  which  was  last  confided  to  him.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  ad  veiried  to  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord  who  brought 
forward  the  motion,  who  introduced  his  own  praise  into  a 
subject  of  thb  nature,  a  proceeding  which  baa  been  befoie 
'justly  censured  as  equally  indelicate  and  in^proper.  He 
concluded  with  expressing  his  assent  to  the  motion.    • 

Mr.  Wilberforce  was  equally  ignorant  with  his  hon, 

friend  who  spoke  last,  that  this  motion  was  to  be  inade. 

But  he  was  not  unprepared,  and  he  was  ^ad  Jiis  hon. 

.friend  had  agreed' to  it  on  any  term&,    He  would  not  dis« 
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pute  Jhis  premises  Mrhen  he  was  sa  well  satisfied  witb  th« 
conclusion.  He  was  desirous  that  the  noble  marquis  should 
meet  with  gratitude  from  all  quarters*  Distant  provinces 
would  be  mind,  on  a  perusal  of  the  history  of  mankind^ 
to  hate  been  the  peculiar  scenes  of  oppression,  extortioni 
and  crudty.  The  Slarq^uis  CJornwallis  had  not  only  r^ 
fiained  from  any  thing  .like  this,  but  had  introduced  the 
blessings  of  the  British  constitution  int9  our  Asiatic  domi^ 
nion.  He  hoped  that  these  would  spread  over  every  quar- 
ter connected  with  Britain.  The  noble  marquis  {lad  in 
somedqgree  a  crdmg  to  be  doiiig  good  to  his  country,  and 
W88  never  at  rest  except  when  thus  employed,  and  we  had 
only  to  regret  that  the  strength  of  bis  oody  was  not  equal 
to  the  greatness  of  his  soul.  He,  and  some  of  the  class  cf 
persons  to  whom  he  belonged,  were  considered  as  havii^ 
very  little  regard  to  I;idia«  He  expressed  his  cordial  aaaoit 
ie  the  motion.  .    ^  .  >       t 

Mr.  O^Hma  opposed  the  motion  on  thegroiOi^of  fain 
<lb]ection .  to  the  union  with  Ireland,  and  to  the  peace 
4>f  Amiens,  in  both  of  which  Marquis  Cornwallis  had  so 
4gNAi  a  concern.  A  scandalous  use-  had  be^i  made  of  the 
king's  pr€9»gative,  and  other  objeetionable  means  had  been 
lesorted  to,  to  bring  about  the  union,  under  the  influenoeof 
the  Marquis  Comwallis*  He  hoped  that  this  measure 
would  either  be  repoiled  or  modified.  He  oould  not,  ytHk 
these  thii^^in  view,  agre?  to  the  motion. . 

Mr.  Uuddlettone  supported  the  motion^  and  bestowed 
hi^h  praises  on  the  benevolence  of  the  noble  marqub  to  the, 
luiives  of  India,  his  ^nerosity  to  Tippoo  Sultan,  and  his 
jnany  eminent  patriotic  virtues.  He  could  not  believe  that 
jmy  person  could  oppose  the  motion  which  went  to  confer 
liOBOur  on  a  ma^,  wno  had  exhibited  absolute,  power  united 
with  the  strictest  justice,  and  had  carried  to  India  a  specv- 
men  of  the  British  character  which  would  never  be  for^. 
gotten. 

Mr.  Alderman  Prmsep  also  suf^rted  the  motion  on  the 
same  grounds. 

jl/r.  Ihr  agreed  to  the  motion,  yet  in  doing  so.  he  could 
pot  hdp  expressing  the  reasons  for  what  he  did.  lie  did 
not,  it  would  be  observed,  pledge  himself  to  approve  every 

Crticulaf  act  <^  Marquis  Cornwallis  by  this  assent ;  bi^t 
gave  jt, merely  on  the  general  merits  of  that  nobleman, 
{iei^reed  to  the  motion  with  the^more  satisfaction  on  ac- 
€9«lit.9f  tb^  ^ray  in  which  it  was  worded ;  it  said  npthii)^ 
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ftbont Marquis GomwalKs  bettig  <*  tin  exdeatent  sfetesrakii.'* 
ttt  tbonfiht  thei^ibre  he  mij^t  gite  his  a^spnt  tu  the  motion , 
thottgh  Se  was  of  nmch  the  same  <ypifli<)fii  resp^ctifig  the 
union  as  his  frien)^  (O^atU)  behind  him4  'He  wai  e(^>- 
finced  thfat  it  was  a  measure  the  most  di^raceftil  to  th^go^ 
^vernmeffit  of  this  countrf  that  ever  W^  carried  or  propo^; 
The  question  wa&  then  put,  and  the  motion  agreed  t^ 
without  a  dirifiioii. 

PAYMBNT  OF  MR*  PITt'b  M9T|« 

Mr.  Coriwrigki  rose  for  tiie  pnrpose  of  making  bis  fffo^ 
ttised  motion.  In  this  business  he  ^ouldt  fodow  4iie  eoc^ 
«ni|ile  whidi  had  been  set  him  by  the  kon.  membehr  wh^ 
an^fied  a  recent  rosolnftion  of  the  House,  in  that  casefthft 
pecedenrt  afforded  in  the  oase  of  the  late  Lord'Chanlmt 
Iml  bHUktMcmtdy  and  the  same  method  he  now  intea<M 
to  adopt.  He  should  not  enter  at  length  into  tide  subjedt^ 
4ie  ^aat  fern  which  he  considered this^countrf  to  have  sus- 
tained intbe  deatJirbf  ibelate  lamented  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  but  faeaittst  ever  consider  his  cmineMt  servioei 
tothe  state  to  be  gieat  be;^d  example,  «iiid  htK  death  t^ 
be  no  trifling  aggratation  of  the  present  dilRcMttiesof  the 
oountry . « The  high  characder  of  that  right  hon.  |*en1ieoiaii^ 
asu  stflletman  «m1  minister,  he  should  «ver  respect  and'^ 
Jieiat(&.*  If  he  could  think  thai  the  Vote  he  was  (that  nigM 
to  propose  could  in  tiie  leart  degree  <UmiiiiA  kk  f«*ie/  hb 
"swold  be  the  last  person  to  pmpose  it ;  but  he  had  yet  to 
ieans  that  Lord  Ohatbam'sfame  hadvecoifved  ant  dtmifiti^ 
tion  lirom  a  parliamentary  Tote  to  the  same  i^fitei;  WtMh 
be  iMoUected  the  length  of  the  serrioes*  of  the  Ittte  diMN* 
ceU<Nr  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  perfect^aiid  entire  .deiP#- 
tion  of  bis  tiifte  to  the  business  of  theoonntrjr ;  when  Ite 
^ecoHected  tliat/  for  teh  years  of  his  admlnistfafien,  he 
^  reeeiyed  nothing  but  the  mere  incomeof  his  two  ofi^^  «lid 
'  that  he  took  nothing  in  addition,  except  the  situatioik  of 
warden  of  the  cinque  pottBy  which  was  fbiioed  unwitlihgly 
upon  him,  he  saw  a  proof  of  his  int^itv  and  honour,  ana 
a  worthy  tbenie  of  ptiUic  admiration.  Fov  his  individual 
purity  in  regard  to  all  pecuniary  transaetions,  he  might  nl- 
fer  to  what  came  before  that  House  respecting  tbeeiv|ulri^ 
of  the  parliameritftry  committee,  in  which  the^charttcter^ 
thatt  greitt  man  was  placed  in  its  propel^  Ii|)lt,  'and'Wbe|e 
he  is  found  rising  superior  to  every  imputMionaUd  ausjj- 
cion^  and  only  exciting  admiration  at^ie^Uaft^ed^ettduet 
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he  maif^atuftdm  every  transactkm  qf  bis  life.    lie  had  a 

w^iml — 

^  „ — . et  secumUs, 

TempQiibus,  dubiisqiie  recUis ; 
.  Vind^^  avarae  fraudis,  et  abstinejis 
Duceiutes  adse  ciuicta^  gecumse. 

He  asked  for  the  vote  of  the  llouse.^  on  this,  occasion,  for 
no  commoa  service^    lie  asked  it  for  him  who  had  medi- 
cated his  ifr hole  Ufe  to  the  piiblic  advanti^e,  who  had  st^rug- 
glcd  throsgh  the  moit  difficult  periods  of  oar  modern  bi&- 
story  with  success,  and  wlto,  by  his  ciforts,  had  coafirmed 
the  staJbUity  axvd  ^epurity  of  every  taking  wc  po^essed.     la 
the  depar^ieni  of  the  pubiic  finances,  he  had  done  more 
than  any  mini^tef:  tjbiat  Wl  preceded  him  had  ever  i^coixi* 
pUsh^;   and  •  iiotwithstaiAdiag   every  disadvantage,  ouv. 
finances  had,  under  bismauageineat,  risen  tq  a  height  i^\l- 
cacamptod  in  our  anua^.     He  had  preserved  ta  the  ^st 
moment  the  confidence  and  opinion  of  the  public.     Whatt 
He  asked  was  nothing  more,  in  discharging  tne  debts  ojf  ^r. 
P^t,  than  the  dischaig^  of  a  d^t  q£  [MibUc  gratitude.    He : 
found  from  the  best.enciuiries,  thai  the  suia  of  40,000/  w^a- 
sufiicient  £ir.  that  purpoae.^   If  in  oonsuiering  tJhis  suai, 
goAtlemea  eamparea  the  actual  dii&reiici^  in  the  necessary, 
cs^pences  of  life  between  the  present  tlgaes.and  those  of  Lord 
Chatham,  .the  wlnile  amount  would  not  appear'  consider* 
aUe*    He  conceded  by  mf^ving  a  resolution,  st^tin^,  that 
IIm  Hoase,  npw  xfceiving,  information  that. various  debts 
hadbeenleKHi^dischargedby  thelatechaAcellcurof  tbe|exche« 
qwc,  and  being;  willing  to  shew  every  mark  of  respect  and. 
esleem  for  hi&memojry,  should  humbly  address  his  Majesty 
to  is^e  the  sum  of  40,000^.  for  th^t  purpose,,  and  to  assure 
Ilia  Ifajestf  thair  the  House  .  woaI4  take  caie  to  make  good 
4fae*fiaine«  •       , 

Mr.  Bottle  seeondod  the  motion/  He  seiaeed  this  as  the. 
last  cffpoiiunity. the  House  would  have  of.  shewing  its  les* 
p0ct  to- the  illustri^i^  character,  :^hich  was  so  much  en-*. 
tilled4o  the  gratitude  luul;  veneration  of  die  country ;  and 
ha  was  sucethat  the  llouse  wouijtp^.gp  with  him  ii^  paying 
a  just  testimony  io  worth  so  great,  taient^so  trangc^oulantpf 
ud  services  sa  fpcMcai^cdina^y.  '  The  .debts  if hici|  .wepp  to 
iM.dJBcbaiged  ]re^  q^ii^^cted  wbileth^  great  ^anr«^^ 
vw  iia.iaare  was.in  tJie^yMJ^iia  mrvV^f  W  wb<^y  devQiedt 
t^4^  official  datiffiV  itryi^  th^^re^lje  the  duitg^r  of  tbe  counts 
^t0dUGharge  ibe^iu    %lmwttuity  mw:  the  more,  called 
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iipon^  as  the  illustrious  person,  as  soon  as  he  retired  from 
office  adopted  a  system  of  retrenchment  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  him  to  reduce  them  by  the  produce  of  his  eco- 
nomy-  For  this  purpose  he  sold  one  oihis  country  places^ 
(Holwood),  and  this  system  of  economy  he  continued  after 
he  returned  to  office.  He  would  not  be  the  advocate 
of  extravagance.      He  challenged  any  man  to  say,  on 

'  looking  over  the  list  of  these  debts^  that  any  one  of  the 
items  could  be  con^dered  as  an  extravagance.  He  trusted 
that  as  no  ground  on  which  the  motion  was  founded  could 
be  denied,  and  as  these  grounds  were  amply  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  motion,  the  vote  would  be  unanimous.—* 
(Hear!  Hear!  bu  Mr.  Vox.)  And  he  was  the  more 
warranted  in  this  nope,  as  there  was  no  point  of  political 
cKssensi<m  comprehended  in  the  motion.  One  or  two  ar- 
guments may  be  perhaps  urged  against  the  motion.  Some 
may  think  it  would  have  b^  better  Ui  pa  v  these  debts  by 
means  of  subscription ;  others  may  be  fearful  that  this  exam- 
ple would  bring  a  multitude  of  less  warrantable  claims  upon 
^  the  public.  With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  objectioRs 
the  only  question  was,  whether  the  debts  should  be  dk- 
charged  by  the  nation  collectively,  or  by  the  individuals 
of  whom  the  nation  was  composed,  and  it  would  be  unjust 
to  deprive  the  nation  of  the  preference.  With  respect  to 
the  second  objection,  this  was  but  the  second  instance  of 
such  an  application  ;  and  he  trusted  this  vote  would  meet 
the  same  unanimous  concurrence  as  that  parsed  on  account 
of  the  late  Lord  Chatham.  It  wiis  right  that  Pariiament* 
should  be  jealous  in  cases  like  this,  but  that  jealousy  should 

.  liot  stand  in  the  way  of  the  just  claims  of  distinguished  me- 
rit. The  debt  was  due  of  the  country,  and  the  example 
of  paving  it  would  notbenear  so  mischievousasthe  example 
of  rpfusing  to  pay  it.  The  example  would  not  hold  good 
except  in  cases  of  similar  merit.  The  greater  number  of 
stich  cases  we  should  have,  the  better  it  would  be  for  the 
coimtry ;  and  on  this  ground  he  trusted  that  this  instance 
would  not*  be  singular.  He  trusted  that  no  ground  for 
diflerence  of  opinion  would  be  found>  and  that  therefore  the 
vote  would  be  unanimous. 

Mr.  Windham  purposed  to  sf  ve  a  vote  on  this  occasion^ 
different  to  that  which  he  haa  given  on  a  former  night. 
He  therefore  felt  himself  called  ufNin^to  give  some  expluia* 
tton.  He  would  give  his  vote  of  assent  this  night  with 
as  m^ich  satisfection  as  be  felt  n^vet  on  the  former  night  at 
heing'CompeUed  to  vote  in  the  negative.    He  looked  upon 

this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f«B.8-j    •  ^R.  ifin^s  h^im*  lis 

this  ntto  as  a  homage  to  gfooed  and  tranfiQendant  taleift^,  and 
a  mark  of  gratitude  Cot  long  services.  All  tbat  had  hem 
said  of  the.ffreat  per^aal  qualities  of  the  deceased,  and  oi 
the  honoar  he  veflacted  oaihe  Hou^eiand  couiitrjr,  he  coia- 
cided  in. .  Such  had  been  his  opinion  always,  such  it  w^ 
fiov,  and  he  was  happy  to  bring  it.  in  testimony  on  thiy 
aad  a  rebent  occasion.  This  motion  contained  nothing 
that  he  could  object  to ;  there  was  nothing  in  it  that  caUecJ 
for  an  approbatum  of  a  gen^a)  political  «ystenxftojn  per-' 
sons  who  could  not  concur  in  that  appi^obation  without 
contradicting  and  falsifyijig  their  former  opinions*  Sueb 
an  association  necessarily  l^-to  a  recurrence  to  former,  dis- 
cussions, and  put  persons  upon  the  justification  of  their 
fiynner  seatiments,  when,  in  fact)-  those  who  put  them  upoa 
that  jnstificatkm,  -were  m«ch  more  called  upon  to  justify 
IhemselTes  fbr  having  done  so**  ^Ue  wiahed  to  protect  4br 
AkHise  fiom  interpreting  the-ass^t  he  wotild  give  into  aaj 
assaciadoilof  geaierid  p^ticol  approbation.  Thi^  motion 
implied  4o  qoalities  which  all  acki^0wl^ed,  Gei^inl/ 
jM>  one  impaled  to  the  <]«eeasQd  atiy  low  i^rincipk?  ain^  \e^ 
ofaUai^I»incipieofl6w  peonniary  interest.  .  His  higjk 
mind  was  above  such-  meaik  conaideratiQiis,  and  hi^  graad 
coiieentiana'saaied.fiur  beyond  such.groWUng  ideas.  He 
IhoogM  it  necessary  to  touch  ^a  Uttle  h^e  on  the  Qon^  , 
mmoeBwaMaag  frMa ihi^  nrote;  It  wasiwell  observed ,  by 
iVe  hoiioiu«ble  gentleman  opposite  <^r«  Bootle).,  4Uat  this 
nde  wonUiOot^K  iayariable  ;•  and  that  ii»3hould  not  bp  so 
etai  if  Ihe  merits  were  aekifovledgoii ;  for  ilthe^bt%  weo^ 
contnMled  finom  extravagance,  from  wihi  {^ofusion,  or 
|ximpoo8  otCendaikiift)  then  it  trould  be  a.<iue8lioi\  whether^ 
komewt  p<aA.  -the  merits^  tb^  shMld  be  paid  jfiib  jUmi 
public  maoef .?  Art  hece  jtbera  tras  no  lavish  exp^utitun?, 
no  idle  ostentation.  The  characteof  the  man  piieclvded  a]i 
that*  !Bhe  omlBoioiiarvalatf  his.oviui  great  mind  inspred, 
created  a  distward  i(x  exteinor  grandeur,  whicb  ka  .hiiea 
into.thevica  mifae>  times,  rostrninod  rather  too  mjucb  from 
giatifyiag  the  public  eye.  Thode  who  knew  him  in  pri^ 
▼ate  life  know  weU  that  no  mm  .was  more  superior  to^all 
idle  affisetsticm.  The  debts  wetfe.contracted,  oecause  tho 
imxmie  he  dcrivadfram  the  pnblic.i«a&  not  suiScient  to  al^ 
lowtheiodnlm^ei  hsvntuMioikrtm  without  oontrj^ati' 
inff  dcfate-  l;ho<d»ties  of  his.  high  pffices  necessarily  teok 
away  his  attention  irom  domestic  efioaomy,  and  great  hnf 
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His  talents  bad  been  besides  diverted  from  those  pursuits 
by  ^hich  he  might  have  acquired  wealthy  by  the  higher 
duties  annexed  to  the  great  offices  he  held.  He  would  not 
violate  his  duty  from  any  affectation  of  magnanimity  by 
bdng  generous  at  the  expence  of  the  country.  But  in 
supporting  this  mark  of  re8|)kct  to  the  memory  of  a  long 
and  meritorious  service,  he  wished  a  similar  libemlity  were 
extended  to  those  who  were  nearest  and  dearest  to  him. 

*  Mr.  G.  Ponsonby  on  a  former  motion  respecting  the 
late  cbancdlor  of  the  exchequer,  fdt  much  reluctance  in 
opposing  the  vote.  He  felt  as  much  satisfaction  in  sup« 
portiii^  this  motion.  This  was  not  paying  the  debt  of 
Mr.  Pitt^  it  was  paying  the  debt  of  the  public.  For  twenty 
years. Mr.  Pitt  had  been  first  minister  of  this  countnr,  and 
that  House  had  supported  him  in  the  ministry:  but  for 
the  same  SO  years,  it  had  allowed  him  too  little  for  his 
maintenance;  and  when  he  was  told  that  there  were 
40,000/.  to  be  discharged,  he  was  astonished  the  amount 
was  so  little.  If  he  differed  much  from  the  deceased  in  pon 
litics,  it  was  always  without  lanoour.  He  was  always 
just  to  his  great  qualities :  now  he  was  particalarlyso,  and 
at  the  same  time  mdulgent  to  his  weakliesses. 

Lord  FoUctstmevft^  glad  of  this  opportunity  of  slating) 
that  though  he  could  not  sanction  the  testimony  to  statea-^ 
man-like  talents  contained  in  the  yt^  of  the  other  night, 
be  was  most  happy  to  pay  this  tribute  to  the  great  qualities 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  His  dismterestedness  was  most  .exemplary. 
The  only  office  of  emolupient  he  had  enjoyed,  in  addition 
to  his  situation  as  minister,  was  the  cinque  ports;  and  h^ 
could  not  help  observing,  that  the  manner  in  vAnch  the 
cinque  ports  were  given  to  him,  and  accepted  by  him, 
formed  a  striking  (Contrast  with  the  maimer  in  which  they 
were  given  and  taken  now. 

.  Amiral  Hercey,  if  he  had  been  presenten  a  late  occa- 
rion,  would  have  concuned  in  a  vote  to  do  hononr  io  the 
memory  of  the  great  man,  who  claimed  the  r^^iel  a^  ad- 
miration even  of  those  who  were  politically  hostSe  to  him. 
For  himself,  he  held  it  his  good  fortune  to  have  generally 
agreed  with  him ;  but  if  he  necessarily  diffisred  with  him. 
traietimesythat  would  not  abate  bis  senseof  hismerits;  and 
Ike  hoped  they  would  fliat  m^ht  have  the  uoaaimous  tac- 
knowledgement  of  all,  even  of  those  who  sometimes  difoed 
from  him  most  widely. 

•  Mr.  W*  Smith  said,  tbat  hoTveFer  ungmdoiis  the  office 
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might  appear  4o  other  gentlemen,  or  howeirer  uiipleisant  it 
night  hie  to  his  own  feelings  ;  nay,  though  he  knew  him-' 
fldf  todiffisr  in  eonie d^ree  from  his  txsst  friends ;  he  yet 
felt  hinnaelf  boand  in  dnty  to  the  public,  and  in  consis- 
tency with  the  part  he  had  already  taken,  to  withhold  his 
support  from  the  present  motion.  That  the  payment  of 
Mr.  Pitt'*s  debts  was  due  from  the  country  in  pure  justice, 
could  in  his  opinion  be  maintained  only  on  the  ground 
that  his  salaries  had  been  inadeqnatc  to  the  fair  expences  of 
the  situation  he  Jield :  this  he  doubted;  and  was.  very 
ayerse  to  allow  it  without  something  like  proof,  as  from 
thence  it  must  follow  that  the  emoluments  of  office  ought  to 
be  increased — and  although  the  advantage  of  such  increase 
might  probably  fall  to  an  administration  possessing  his 
confidence  more  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  , 
done,  yet,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  he  could  not  but  de- 
precate any  addition  to  die  burthens  of  the  country  for  such 
purposes.  The  obligation  on  the  score  of  gratitude  was  a 
difioient  question,  and  depended  wholiy  on  the  judgment 
formed  of  the  advantages  which  had  Iteen  derived  from  the 
services  of  the  great  man  deceased.  And  the  language 
which' the  honourable  mover  of  the  qu^ion,  and  other' 
gentlemoi,  had  held  on  this  head,  was  such  as  absolutely  to 
preclude  him  from  giving  a  silent  vote.  They  had  as- 
sig^ned  aa  their  reasons  for  conferring  these  marks  of  pub- 
lic approbation,  an  unqualified  approval  of  the  honour- 
aUe  gentleman's  ^tem — ^they  had  adverted  to  particular 
measures  as  of  especial  merit — ^they  had  praised  him  al- 
most boundlessly  as  the  saviour  of  hb  country  from  riot 
and  anarchy — ^they  then  praised  tliemselves  tor  their  mo- 
deratioB  and  forbearance-in  not  going  farther,  and  in  con- 
clusion somewhat  boldly  demanded  the  unanimous  con* 
c^rrence  of  those  who  had  uniformly  censured  his  general  • 
aystemy  and  opposed  as  mischievous  or  unjust  almost  every 
object  of  their  applause.  Was  this  to  be  acquiesced  in  } 
Did  it  not  afiird  a  strong  presumption  that  these  ^ntle« 
men  were  desirous  of  givmg  a  covert.sanction  to  their  own 
conduct ;  and  in  thus  hoQin^  out  Mr.  Pitt  as  deserving 
the  unlimited  gmtitude  of  his  tdlow-subjects,  were  putting 
in  their  own  daim  to  no  incoi^iderable  share  of  it ;  ^nd 
endeavouring  not  merely 'to  fix^  a  stigma,  on  their  old  and 
constant  opponents,  but  even  to  nmke  them  parties  to 
their  own  cusgrace  ? ,  To  this,  whether  intentional  or  other- 
irise,  ho  ynmd  npi  aabmit.    He  continuad  toehold  his 
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long*'BMed  opinions  on  all  these  points  ;  %fedof  tbaiparr 
ticular  period  at  which  Mr..  Pitt  was  said  tahave  saved 
the  country  from  anarchy ,  he  thought  thai  it  was  marked 
by  greater  inroads  on  the  confititutional  liberties  of  tbo 
subject  than  had  been  committed  at  any  other  time  sinoo 
the  Revolution ;  and  that  an  unjust  clamour  had  then  beeo 
raised  for  the  express  purpose  of  throwing  obloquy  on 
men^  than  whom,  in  his  opinion,  more  honouiabfe  or 
more  attached  to  the  true  interests  of  the  nation  did  not 
exist.  .  Men  with  whom  he  then  £^ted,  had  done  so  eve? 
since,  and  whom  he  hoped  to  continue  to  support*  Nor 
would  he  consent,  b^  a  silent  concurrence  in  the  pro* 
posed  vote,  to  libel  lor  ever,  and  on  record,  their  cha« 
sacters  and  conduct,  as  wdl  as  bis  own.  But  the  dis* 
ihteresiedness  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  another  ground  of  ihi&HEno* 
iioD,  and  of  panegyric  upon  him.  To  the  &ct^8s  far  as 
iiis  opinion  went^  he  was  as  willing  tabear  ^  cheerftil  testi* 
mony  as  anv  man.  He  did  believe  Mr.  PHt  to  have  been 
At  above  all  merely  pecuniary  considerations.  He  believed 
farther,  that  that  great  man's  mind  was  too  noUeto  have 
accepted  praise  on  such  an  account^^^t  &r  from  thaiik* 
ing  his  officious  friends  for  such  eukgiUmy  his  lofty  spirjbt 
'would  have  spurned  at  the  idea  that  the  not  having  de* 
•seended  to  unworthy  meana  of  ac<|^uirinff  wealth,  should 
-be  imputed  to  him  as  merit — that  hjs  perramanoe  of  oom* 
•flion  duties,  or  ahstinenoe  from  degrading  practioesi 
ahould  h^ve  been  represeiAted  as  eaertious  of  heroic  virtue* 
•As  for  the  discharge  of  his  deUs,  if  it  weio  necessary  |# 
iiave  recourse  to  extraordinary  means,  Mr«  Smith  thought 
-it  would  have  been  mote  honourable  Id  his  frienda,  and 
-to  the  deceased,  if  they  had  taken  the  office  on  themselves  ; 
-end  1)iat«  as  an  individual,  he.  himself  would,  if  necessary^ 
have  readily  oontributed  s  but  that  as  hedid  notapprdiend 
ther  country  at  large  to  be  desirousof  inciirrikig  the  burtheny 
be  would  not  seek  the  reputation  of  liberality  iu  the  dtt» 
•bious  road  pf  granting  away  the  property  of  oihpn ;  nor 
joift  in  imposing  on  his  constituents  a  chaige  which,  as  he 
yerily  bdieved,  no  sense  on  their  ])art  of  obligation  to  the 
deceased  would  induce  them  dieerfuUy  to  sustain. 

Mr^  Most  felt  it^a  duty  he  pwed  to  the  jnempiv  of  his 
lamented  friend,  to  state  som^^^iroumstanoes  which  wojidd 
<pTOve  hii  disinterestedness  to  be  not  a  mnva  ey(Ba^)tion  fi'om 

Sculatidn,  but  a  merit  of  .the  highest  order.    When  a 
ai^-c^gowwowt  bad  tahaa  i)£u%  and  hii  hinenM 
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^natd  letired  firom  office,  it  was  reported  that  his  aSidiis 
traie  in  an  txciMtnascd  sitvation :  a  Bubscription  to  the 
iMioiiiit  of  one  hundred   thousand  pounds  was  inune* 
dialdy  entered  intoy  for  the  pwpose  of  its  beine  offered  to 
teiieve  thoceembarrasstnents,  and  to  promote  me  comfort 
of  his  right  honourable  friend's  retirement.    An  honour- 
aUe  baronet  who  heard  him  -could  bear  testimony  to  the 
hct.     It  was  mentioned  to  him,  aiid  he  was  assured  that  ia 
fortyeight  hours  the  money  would  be  made  up.    No  name 
was  to  he  mentioned  ;  so  that  his  right  honourable  friend 
could  not  fed  fettered  by  obligation  to  any  body.    The 
whole  transaction  was  to  be  kept  secret ;  so  that  delicacy 
was  observed  as  much  as  po6»ble«;   He  mentioned  the 
design  to  his  right  honourable  friend,  in  order  that  he 
thodd  not  be  surprised  at  the  o&r ;  but  his  right  hon. 
friend  declared  that  nothing  could  induce  him  to  accept 
the  profimd  kioditess,   with  whatever  circumstances  of 
delicacy  it  might  be  accompanied.    This  was  done  too  at  a 
time  when  his  right  honourable  friend  was  in  drcum* 
rtuices  particularly  p^fiil ;  in  circumstances  tinder  which 
lie  had  almost  taken  a  determination  not  generally  known, 
but  known  to  him,  to  return  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
Asston,  and  to  endeavour  by  the  inoustrious  application 
«f  hb  talents  to  raise  a  fund  to   discharge  the  incum- 
bsanoes  that  piessed  on  him.    This  was  in  1798 ;  ano- 
ther uffcr  of  a  simihur  nature  was  made  in  1801,  to  which 
be  also  refused  to  accede.    This  surely  was  disinterested^ 
nas  of  the  hi^heBt  order,  fivr  the  offer  was  made  on  grounds 
the  most  honourable  to  him,  his  great  and  distinguished 
public  services.    He  thought  it  but  a  justice  due  from  the 
coBBtry,  th^t  it  should  pay  debts  evidently  contracted  in 
consequence  of  the  engagements  of  the  man  hi  the  business 
of  the  eountry,  and,  from  what  appeared  on  the  face  of 
them,  Ibe  result  of  the  official   situation  his  right  hon, 
ftieiid  held.    He  owned  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  creditois 
of  his  r%ht  honoutable -friend  he  had  recommended  that 
the  money  should  be  raised  by  a  subscription  ahnong  hi^ 
frieads,  rather  than  that  an  application  should' be  madfi 
to  parliament.    He  bdieved  the  money  might  have  hem 
raiaed  by  sack  a  subscription.    But  it  was  thou^t  that 
justice  to  the  memory  of  his  right  hon/  friend,  and  to  the 
justice  of  the  House  and  of  the  country,  indispensably 
lequired  the  piesent  mode  of  proceeding.  ' 
Mr,  MMimS9  from  what  he  had  seen  withm  the  last 
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ten  days,  was  satisfied  there  could  have  been  my  difficulty 
in  raisii^  the  money  by  subscnption,  in  the  cities  of  Wesit- 
minster  and  London.  It  was  rather  necessary  to  restndn 
than  to  excite  the  desire  of  testifying '  in  this,*  the  sense 
entertained  of  the  services  of  the  deceased..  But  he  was 
ccMiyinccd  a  great  majority  of  the  Hoose  and  the  ooun- 
tnr,  wished  the*  debts  to  be  paid  from  the  public  purse. 
He  believed  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  hands  of  Providence,  the 
instrument  of  saving  the  country.  The  expences  of  the 
bigh  offices  he  held  much  exceeded  the  salary.  On  his 
suggestion  Mr.  Pitt  had  adopted  the  plan  of  voluntary  con* 
tributions,  by  which  2,000,000/.  had  been  raised,  and 
100,000/.  of  annual  taxes  saved  to  the  countnr. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  in  explanation,  allowed  Mr.  Pitt  tlie 
merit  of  disinterestedness  in  the  fullest  extmt  and  in  the 
highest  degree. 

Mr.  Cuming,  in  giving  his  snpport  to  the  motion,  bore 
testimony  to  Mr.  Pitt's  merits  as  an  excellent  statesman. 

Mr.  EUisan  thought  that  to  refuse  his  assent  to  the  mo- 
tion would  be  to  deprive  his  constituents  of  the  most 
j^rateful  sensation,  that  of  contributing  their  share  towards 
the  testification  of  public  gratitude,  and  the  discharge  of 
a  ^reat  public  debt.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  for  wnonoi 
this  justice  was  claimed,  had  had  the  necessity  of  contract- 
ing the  debts  imposed  on  him  by  the  high'  office  he  held^ 
which  at  the  same  time  prevented  him  from  acquiiiag  the 
means  oil  discharging  them. 

T!he  Marquis  of  Douglas  thought  there  had  been  devi* 
ations  on  the  otlier  side,  from  the  course  originsdly  pro- 
posed, which  was  to  exclude  all  political  topics,  in  order 
that  all  might  be  enabled  to  act  handsomely  towards  a  ser* 
vant  of  the  public.  He  consideied  this  as  an  act  of  the 
generosity  of  a  great  nation  to  an  old  servant.  He  would  not 
advert  to  paiticular  acts,  nor  impute  blame  to  particular 
errors;  he  would  avoid  the  fault  he  complained  ot  in  others. 

Mr.  Fox  wished  io  have  given  a  silent  vote,  and  thought 
he  should  have  sufficiently  marked  the  cordiality,  of  his 
assent,  if  he  should  have  allowed  it  to  be  entered  on  the 
journals  nem.  con*  He  really  never  feit  more  satisfaction 
than  in  giving  his  support  io  this  testimony  isi  the  consi- 
desatioh  of  a  great  and  rich  nation  for  the  merits  of  an 
eminent  servant.  The  mode  of  introducing  it  in  a  form 
distinct  from  that  of  the  proposition  made  on  Monday,  left 
liim  no  diSicolty  in  giving  thesupport  he  wished.  Soineof 
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those  wlio  sapported  the  motiojiylost  sight  of  this  pr6prict7« 
He  rase  however,  not  to  alter  the  opinion  he  had  originally 
^sxpreasedy  but  to  qScl  a  &w  words  in  consequence  of  some 
obsecrations  that  had  fallen  frolh  some  of  the  gentlemen 
most  earnest  in  support  of  the  motion.  Among  othear 
expressions  he  had  heard  that  of  saviour.  With  respect 
to  this,  he  b^ged  leave  to  say  that  he  retained  all  his  for- 
mer opinions,  or  if  any  change  had  taken  place  ia  them^ 
it  was  in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  country,,  ia 
the  years  1803  and  1804,  which  rendered  it  essential:  to  the 
public  interest  and  the  public  safety,  that  the  diflfecenoesof 
Ibrnicr  times,  and  the  animosity  they  had  given  .rise  to^ 
should  be  buried  in  oblivion*  When  the,  right  honour- 
able gentleman-  now  no  more,  proposed  that  he  should 
take  a  large  share  in  the  administratbn,  it  would  have 
been  in  the  highest  degree  indelicatein  him  to  agitate  these 

Suestions.  Mr.  Pitt  had  ttie  same  delicacy  that  he  had. 
f  r.  Pitt  had  borne  ample  testimony  of  his  wish  to  bury 
these  difereuces  in  oblivion ;  and  though  strong  d&* 
bates  and  great  differences  had  since  occurred,. be  had 
himself  con&Mrraed  to  that  delicacy.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  think,  tliat  he  was  unwilling 
to  touch  upon  these  topics  while  Mr.  Pitt  was  living — ^he 
waa  doublv  unwilling  to  touch  on  them,  at  least  so 
much  as  related  to  Mr.  Pitt  personally,  now  that  be  was 
no  mere.  He  was  not  going  to  touch  upon  them  now, 
nor  would  he  ever ;  but  he  begged  to  be  understood  not  to 
be  influenced  by  any  r^id  to  himself,  when  he  resolved 
to  abstain  so  religiously  irom  th^e  topics.  He  kaew  not 
whethar  Mr<  Pitt  thought  in  the  someway  of  him,  but  he 
always  thought  with  respect  to  Mr.  Pitt,  that  he  should 
fomia  distinguisbed  part  of  any  administration  franidl 
with  a  view  to  the  advantage  of  the  country,  and  on  this 
l^found  he  wished  discord  to  cease.  He  had  not  had  adistinct 
oppoitunity  of  shewmghls  sense  of  that  wish ;  Mr.  Pitt  had 
and  hehadexpressed  it  distinctly.  If  these  old  causes  of  dis- 
sension were  revived,  it  would  be  impossible  to  come  to  nn  • 
unanimous  vote.  He  did  think,  however,  that  <me  of  the 
objections  made  by  bfs  hon.  friend  near  him  (W.  Smith), 
ivas  overstrained.  To  speak  of  Mr.  Pitt  as  disinterested  in 
Bot  touching  the  public  money,  was  certainlv  an  iasirit« 
fitit  to  abstain  irom  making  many  advantages  from  bis  of- 
fice which  he  feirly  might  ^  to  have  been  m  office  twen^ 
veais»  rati  to  have  h^a  no  place  of  profit  bat  the  cinque 
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ports ;  TfBs  disinterestedness  of  tJt&mosteniitieiitiiatiiTe.  It 
-was  a  disinterestedness  not  to  be  paralleled  in  any  minister 
within  his  memory  ;  he  believed  not  ih  any  since  the  ac- 
cession of  the  Douse  of  Brunswick.  This  it  was  that  ho 
wished  to  reward.  He  had  no  fear  that  the  example  would 
have  any  pernicious  effect. 

Mr.  Canning  had  hoped  he  should  not  ha^e  been  cafled 
upon  to  9ay  any  thing  in  support  of  the  motion.  He 
hoped  that  in  the  little  he  shonla  say,  he  would  not  deviate 
from  the  candour  and  moderation  so  laudably  professed 
091  Hke  other  side,  but  used  at  the  same  time  as  a  yeil  to 
thrpw  over  one  or  two  propositions  in  which  he  did  not 
agree.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  will- 
ing to  allow  purliament  to  dischargts  the  debts  of  his  late 
fight  hon.  friend,  as  a  matter  of  generosity*^  towards  an  old 
]niblic  servant.  He  wished  it  to  he  known,  however,  that 
the  friends  of  that  iDustrious  person  would  not  be  satisfied 
to  receive  the  vote  as  an  eleemosynary  grant  to  posthumous 
liecessities,  not  as  the  booaof  pity  or  compassion,  but  as  a 
public  debt  to  a  highly  meritorious  public  servant.  He 
was  not  froni  the  b^inning^so  sanguine  as  to  expect  an  una- 
nimous vote;  he  would  not  purchase  unanimity  by  ccm* 
ceding  a  tittle  of  the  services  of  that  illustrious  man.  Re- 
ferring to  the  preceding  night,  he  appealed  to  the  House, 
whether  it  was  not  on  the  other  side  that  the  topics  of  dis- 
sension were  started  ?  Objections  were  made  on  that  occasion 
to  the  form  of  the  motion.  The  fault  he  found  with  it  wes^ 
that  it  was  cold  and  inadequate  to  the  feelings  of  those  who 
supported  it.  When  the  friends  of  the  great  man  who 
was  the  subject  of  these  motions,  consented  to  neutralise  the 
expression  of  their  feeUngsfor  the  purpose  of  removing  the 
grounds  of  opposition  to  the  motion  ;  when  they  lesolved, 
instead  of  dipping  the  pen  into  the  heart,  to  look  into  the 
statute-book  for  a  preceoent ;  when  they  had  lowered  and 
diluted  every  glowing  feeling;  when  they  had  rastrai^ed 
and  chastisedtne  order  of  their  aflfections,  in  order  to  con« 
stitute^unaiiiin^ity ;  the  result  had  added  to  the  many  proofii 
he  had'seen  inthe  course  of  his  political  life,  that  nothing 
was  to  be  gained  by  compromise.  Now  the  hon.  gentl6^ 
men  canvassed  particular  acts,  apd  tlius  agitated  topics^ 
wWch  were  omitted  to  avoid  creating  dSscussion. 

Mr.  C.  Wymt  called  to  order,  and  depredited  thft 
practice  of  ret«rtlnff  to  former  debates, 
-^itfr.  Cdhmng  had.  no  dssire  to  go  back  fitfthcr  th^  tQ 
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shew  Ihat  the  agitation  of  the  objects  of  dissension  origi- 
nated on  the  other  side.  It  was  expected ,  by  tbosie  who 
brou^cht  forward  this  motion  in  such  general  terms,  that 
it  would  have  been  very  generally  supported.  However 
widely  political  differences  may  have^ranged,  it  was  hoped 
tliat  now  alLM;hose  differences  would  be  buried  in  the  grave, 
and  that  all  political  animosities  would  cease.  That  it 
H'ould  be  said, 

"  -AH  thy  good  now  blazes  forth, 
**  All  thy  evil  is  in  the  grave." 

That  brilliant  luminary  that  was  l)eforc  us,  whether  its 
dawn  was  clouded,  or  its  meridian  splendour  obscured,  had 
held  a  course  glorious  for  the  country,  and  worthy  to  call 
forth  its  admiration  and  gratitude.  He  now  protested  • 
against  the  mode  iu  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  gave  their 
support  to  the  motion,  and  wished  to  restore  to  them  the  be- 
nefit of  that  consistency  which  they  laboured  so  mu^h  to 
reconcile  with  the  support  they  gave.  He  gave  credit  to 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  refused  his  consent  because  he  did 
not  see  the  merit.  He  confessed  he  did  uot  see  the  ground 
on  which  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  to  hijn^  followed  a 
distinct  course.  If  it  was  given  as  an  eleemosynary  grant, 
Without  any  distinction  of  merit  or  demerit,  he  disdained 
it.  He  could  not  help  complaining  that  an  hon.  genth^maii 
opposiie,  while  protessing  to  avoid  all  points  of  political 
dissension,  cast  a  general  stigma  on  the  whole  system  of 
the  present  rdga,  auring  one  half  of  which  his  right  hon. 
friend  had  been  at  the  head  of  ailairs.  This  was  not  in  the 
jrecoUection  of  the  hon.  gentleman  when  he  took  credit  to  . 
himself  iJiis  nt^ht,  for  not  being  one  of  those  who  intro- 
duced such  topics.  He  begged  gentlemen  again  to  consi- 
der on  what  ground  they  agreed  to  the  motion.  Those 
w^odid  not  vote  for  it  on  the  ground  of  Mr.  Pitt's  merits, 
had  better  oppose  it  openly.  It  was  only  as  a  tribute  to 
great  merits  that  he  would  receive  it ;  and  if  any  one  sup- 
ported it  on  any  other  ground  than  as  a  testimony  and  a 
reward  for  these  merits,  he  wished  him  to  withdraw  his 
support,  and  preserve  his  consistency  by  opposing  it. 

Mr.  Fox  in  explanation  observed,  tliat  there  was  a  con- 
siderable di&rence  between  commenting  upon  particidar 
instances  of  a  minister's  conduct,  and  animadverting  upon 
the  general  system  of  administration  that  had  bt;en  pur:sue(!, 
not  only  during  the  late  ri«!it  hon.  g'.Mitlenkan's  official 
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career,  but  during  )he  whole  of  the  rei^n.  With  respect 
to  what  th«'  rij^ht  hon.  gentleman  had  said  as  to  Uie  grounds 
upon  which  he  wisiied  the  present  motion  to  be  supported, 
he  had  only  said  that  he  had  distinctly  stated  the 
grounds  of  his  own  vote  in  favour  of  it  to  be,  Mr.  Pitt's 
mcrUs.  The  motion  on  a  former  niirht  had  stood  on  a  dif- 
ferent footing,  and  had  been  amply  discussed  on  that  occa- 
sion. The  present  question  was  totally  distinct  from  that, 
and  ought  to  be  decided  upon  its  own  ground:}. 

NEW    ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  Fox  rose  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  to  the  House 
a  motion  which  aro«e  out  of  the  pres^cnt  situation  of  affairs, 
and  which  he  trusted  the  House  would  have  no  difficulty 
in  acceding  to,  \>hen  the  necessity  of  expediting,  with  all 
possible  dispatch^  the  measure  to  which  it  applied,  should 
be  considered.  He  begged  leave  to  state  in  a  few  words  the 
nature  of  the  motion  with  which  he  meant  to  conclude,  and 
the  reasons  that  induced  him  to  bring  it  forward  in  this 
manner,  and  to  wish  the  measure  intended  io  be  foimded 
on  it  to  Ix^  carried  Avith  every  degree  of  celerity.  It  was 
now  generally  understood,  that  seyeral  new  appointments 
were  immediately  to  take  place  in  hisMajesty's  government, 
and  amongst  others,  that  of  a  noble  lord,  who  at  present 
holds  the  oilice  of  auditor  of  his  Majesty's  exchequer 
(Lord  Grenville).  Some  doubts  were  entertained,  whether 
a  lord  coinnus!>ioner  of  the  treasury  could  also  legidlv  hold 
the  place  of  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  same  depart- 
ment. On  what  grounds  those  doubts  rested,  it  was  not 
then  necessary  to  inquire.  For  his  own  part,  he  had  no 
doubts  on  the  subject.  The  noble  lord  might,  without 
any  i:ifringenient  either  of  law  or  propriety,  adopt  the  same 
line  {\v\{  had  l)een  pursued  by  some  of  his  predecessors  in 
otlice,  whose  memory  was  revered  by  the  country,  and 
Mhos<»  co!iduct  whilst  in  olfice  had  contributed  largely  and 
eiie<tually  to  th(»  public  interests  and  prosperity.  The  pre- 
c^nlents  to  >\]iich  he  adverted  were  those  of  Lord  Halifax, 
vl^o  on  becoming  a  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury  re- 
signed the  audiiorship  of  the  exchequer,  which  he  had  be- 
fore held,  when  it  was  given  to  his  brother  ;  and  of  Mr, 
Pelhani,  who  had,  under  similar  circumstances,  resigned 
the  same  olhce  in  favour  of  his  son-in-law,  the  Duke  of 
(iraftou.  On  either  of  these  precedents  the  noble  lord 
wiiglit  iiiulonbtcdly  still  contifiue  in  virtual  possession  of 
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the  office.  But  as  things  had  lately  taken  place,  Tvhich 
rendered  it  nepessary  that  every  thing  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  public  departments  should  be  strictly 
correct,  with  the  very  laudable  view  of  preventing  any  ir- 
n^ilarity  or  misapplication  of  the  expenditure  of  the  pub-  ' 
lie  money,  he  had  thought  it  most  desirable,  that  the  matter 
should  be  placed  on  the  best  footing  possible.  As  such^ 
therefore,  he  proposed  to  move  "  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  remove  certain  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  a  lord . 
commissioner  of  the  treasury,  holding  at  the  same  time  the 
office  of  auditor  of  the  exchequer."  It  would  Ije  obvious 
(o  the  House,  how  necessary  it. was  that  this  bill  should, 
underthe  present  circumstances,  be  expedited  with  all  con-, 
venient  dispatch,  lie  had  the  bill  prepared  in  his  hand, 
and  prop(»ed,  if  the  House  should  agree  to  his  motion,  to 
bring  it  up  immediately  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  read  a 
first  time.  Unless  any  gentleman  should*  i)e  disposed  to 
object  to  the  measure,  he  thought  that  it  might  also  be  read 
a  second  time,  and  committed  the  next  day.  However,  if 
any  gentleman  should  feel  any  scruple  on  the  subject,  he 
iJioidd  not  press  that  point.     He  therefore  moved,  &c. 

On  the  motion  being  handed  to  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  trusted  he  should  be  excused  for  stating  to 
the  House  what  was  the  usual  practice  in  such  cases. 
Whenever  any  new  measure  was  to  be  brought  in,  it  was 
usual,  according  to  the  recent  practice  of  the  House,  that 
a  notice  should  first  be  given  ;  after  which,  if  the  House 
should  grant  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  and  be  disposed  to 
facilitate  its  progress,  the  bill  might  be  carried  through  all 
its  stages  in  one  day.  Such  instances  had  occurred,  parti- 
cularly in  cases  of  great  urgency,  where  delay  might  be  de- 
trimental to  the  public  service.  He  submitted  to  the  hon, 
gentleman  therefore,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  ad- 
here  to  what  he  took  to  be  the  recent  practice  of  the  House, 
and  to  give  a  notice  of  his  motion  for  the  next  day,  when 
the  measure  might,  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House,  be  forwarded  through  all  its  stages. 

Mr.  Fax  thought,  that  the  course  suggested  by  the 
chair  would  forward  the  bill  as  expieditiously  as  any  other. 
He  felt  no  difficulty  in  assenting  to  it.  But  he  was  one  of 
those  who  did  not  bend  to  what  had  prevailed  as  the 
.practice  of  the  House,  particularly  with  respect  to  bills, 
which  might  ^  introduced  without  notice^   and  present 
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ample  opportunities   for  discussion    in    the  subsequent 
Rtages. 

The  Speal'crhhd  not  said,  Ihat  it  was  not  competent  to 
ahy  hon.  mrmher  to  move  for  leave  to  brintj  in  any  new 
bill,  but  stated  what  had  been  recently  the  practice  on  such 
occasions. 

The  Attorvej/  Gef?rra!  tliouj^ht  it  Ijctter,  that  the  estab- 
lished practice  should  he  adhered!  to,  especially  as  noincon-^ 
venience  could  result  from  it.  With  respect  to  th^  measure 
itself,  if  he  understood  it  ri^t,  it  could  not  be  intended  so 
much  to  remove  doubts  as  to  establish  a  new  principle  of 
law,  and  therefore  he  thpii<)fht  the  real  oligect  of  it  should 
not  be  disguised  :  thou/]rh  in  the  instances  that  had  been 
<|iioted  as  precedents;  it  api)rared  that  the  individuals 
formally  resigned,  but  snbstamially  held  tlie  officii  ;  yet  it 
Wcis  evident  that  they  thought  ihey  couUl  not  consistently 
with  law  hold  tliem  formally*  These  jiersons  acted  under 
an  impression  thait  they  could  not  legally  hold  them.  The 
legal  principle  was,  that  no  person  could  hold  two  offices, 
one  of  which  was  subordinate  to  the  other,  and  immediately 
under  its  control.  If  it  was  the  object  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man to  remove  this  disability,  and  establish  a  new  law  on 
tlie  subject,  he  l>egged  of  him  to  let  the  House  know  it, 
that  they  might  be  aware  of  what  they  were  about. 

Mr.  F(hr  then  fixed  his  motion  for  the  next  day,  by 
giving  this  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  /?oye«iade  two  or  three  attempts  to  speak  on  the 
subject,  but  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker  and  Sir 
John  Wrotteslyr,  there  being  no  question  before  the 
House. 

HIS  majesty's  message.  f 

Lord  Castlereagh  moved  the  order^  of  the  day,  for  a 
committee  on  so  much  of  his  Majesty's  message  as  related 
to  a  provision  for  Lady   TVelson. — The  House   having  ^ 
resolved  itself  into  the  committee,  Mr.  Alexander  in  the 
chair. 

Lord  Castlereagh  moved  a  resolution,  that  an  annuity 
of  2,000/.  l>e  granted  to  Viscountess  Nelson. 

Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Windham,  on  the  grounc\  <!>??!  if  the 
niustrious  Nelson  had  relurned  to  England  af^er  his  vic- 
tory, the  honours  now,  conferred  on  his  brother  would  have 
been  bestowed  on  him,  which  Lady  Nelson  would  share, 
were  of  opinicm,  that  some  rant  should  be  conferred  on  her, 
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4hat  would  place  her  on  a  level  ^ith  those  relatives  of  Ihe 
deceased  hero,  who  ^ere  not  so  nearly  connected  with 
him. 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated,that  when  it  was  in  contemplation 
te  confer  some  si|^al  mark  of  his  Majesty's  favour  on  the  fa- 
mily of  the  deceased  hero,  it  was  thoii^rht  desirable  to  bestow 
it  in  such  a  manner  as  that  it  would  descend  with  the  pro- 
perty annexed  in  the  family ;  and  that  there  never  had  bten 
An  instance  of  a  peerage  conferred  on  a  female,  without 
remainder  to  the  heirs  general-  The  resolution  was  then 
agited  to,  and  the  House  lx»in^  resumed,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

The  House  went  also  into  committees  on  those  parts  of 
the  message  relating  to  a  provision  for  Lord  Collingwood 
awd  Sir  Richard  Strachan  ;  when  an  'annuity  of  ^OOOL 
was  voted  to  the  former,  and  1000/.  to  the  atter.  The 
reports  were  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day^ 
-  Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAT,  PEB.  4. 
SUPPI^EMEXXS  XO  THE  TREATIES* 

Ijord  Mulgraxe^  agreeably  to  the  notice  he  had  given  & 
il'w  (lays  since/  rose  to  propose  Liying  upon  .their  lord- 
ships' table  several  additional  documents,  illustrative  of 
tlie  spirit  and  the  objects  with  and  for  which  the  treaties 
he  hali  already  bad  the  honour  to  lay  before  their  lord« 
ships,  had  been  negociatcd  and  concluded.  His  lordship^ 
after  briefly  adverting  to  the  substance  of  these  treaties, 
took  a  transient  view  of  the  critical  situation  in  which 
Austria  was  placed,  previous  to  her  determination  to  have 
again  recourse  to  arms  ;  as  after  the  occupation  of  Genoa 
by  the  French  govermnent,  and  the  further  encroach- 
ments which  its  ambition  seemed  to  meditate  in  Itialy,-  no 
other  alternative  appeared  ^ssible  but  that  of  war.  Armed 
resistance,  tlierefore,  Austria  resolved  upon,  and  her  reso- 
lution was  countenanced  and  supported  by  Russia  and 
this  country.  The  spirit,  zeal,  and  activity,  with  which 
that  resolution  was  put  in  fbrcC)  must  have  claimed  the 
prak^e  of  the  most  iadiiTercnt ;  but  the  calamitous  catas- 
trophe with  which  such  heroic  exertions  have  concluded, 
equally  deserves  the  regret  and  compassion  of  every  feeling 
mifld.  No  nation  can  pity  and  regret  it  more  than  Englana. 
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Yet  to  England,  and  to  those  who,  during  (hat  eventful 
ami   melancholy  i>criod,  have  adnunLstcred   her  alFairs, 
no  blame  or  censure  can  be  imputable  in  any  shape*  Every 
thing  that  a  kingdom  could  suggest,  that  comprchea>»ion 
could  embrace,  that  foresight  coidd  provide  for,  or  pru- 
dence regulate,   had  been  prepared    and    collected    by 
this   country,   in    conjunction    with  those   powers  who 
espbused  the  same  cause,  and  who  co-operatcci  to  tlie  same 
aid.     It  was  not  mere  paper  statements  of  the  great  force 
to  be  employed  for  tlie  attainment  of  that  end,  that  was 
relied,  on.     On  the  contrary,  previous  to  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, the  day  on  which  the  firbt  instalment  of  the  subsidy 
was  to  be  paid,  a  substantial  and  accurate  account  was 
given  of  the  real  andeflicient  force  which  Wiis  then  actu* 
ally  in  the  field,  and  which  amounted  in  Austrians  to 
314,000  men;  the  Russians  to  180,000,  stationed  to  the 
south  in  Italv,  to  the  north  in  Swedish  Pomerania.      Nay 
•more,  the  liussians  had  arrived  at  their  appointed  sta- 
tions and  promised  point,  at  legist  two  days   previous  to 
the  time  stipulated.;  and  from  their  position  and  readiness 
to  act,  the  happiest  expectations  might  have  been  indulged 
in.     No  calculations  could  have  supposed  that  the  enemy 
would  be  in  readiness,   and  in  a  quarter  to  commence 
Iiostile  operations,  Ijcfore  the  whole  of  the  force  stipulated 
for  and  promised,  had  arrivcil  at  its  due  destination  ;  nor 
could  the  enemy  in  eftect  have  had  an  opportunity  of  try* 
ing  their  fortune  or  their  strength,  if  the  preconcerted  plans 
adopted  and  agreed  upon  by  the  other  coalesced  powers, 
had  been  minutely  and  strictly  adhered  to.     Nothing  was 
omitted  on  their  part,  that  precaution  could  admonish,  or 
the  magnitude  of  the  dangers  that  threatened  the  common 
cause,  called  for  and  prescribed  from  their  hands.     From 
an  attentive  perusal  therefore  of  the  documents  he  shouhl 
now  submit  to  their  lordships,  it  would  abundantly  be  ma- 
nifest, that  it  was  from  no  deficiency  of  wisdom,  of  fore- 
sight, and  of  circumspection,  in  the  plan  of  operations^ 
that  it  failed  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  from  a  strange  andf 
unfortunate  deviation  from  the   system  which  had  been 
generally  proposed  and  mutually  agreed  upon.    With  the 
calamities  ana  disasters  that  have  followed  that  deviation, 
every  one  was  acquainted.  They Vere great  and  disastrous, 
to  an  extent  beyond  the  surmise  of  human  sagacity,  and 
they  have  led   to  consequences  equally  distressful  aiid 
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hainilialinfl:.  But  the  comhirt  of  Austria  and  of  lior  un- 
fortunate Sovereign  under  such  circumstances,  slioukl  not 
be  lightly  considered.  At  a  distance  from  the  scene  of 
strife,  and  from  the  confusion  and  dismay  ^\hich  mu*jt 
attend  all  untbrcsecn  disasters,  those  who  can  contemplate 
such  events,  and  calmly  consider  their  causes  and  their 
consequences,  may  not  be  the  pro|ierest  judiros  in  such 
cases.  The  dilemma  to  which  the  Emperor  of  Austria  was 
reduced,  must  be  felt  as  trying  in  the  extreme  ;  the  most 
dissatisfied  must  hesitate  in  giving  an  opinion.  Th« 
liberal  and  rational  minds  of  Engtishmen  at  least,  would 
withhold  any  opinion  which  did  not  rest  as  fairly  upon 
the  spirit  and  the  determination  evincetl  by  the  Kmp<»ror, 
ami  bv  the  dangers  and  sacrifices  he  has  exposed  himself 
to  anci  undergone,  as  upon  the  cruel  and  calamitous  issue 
in  which  were  exhausted  and  lost  so  many  efforts  and  so 
many  lives.  It  was  a  result  upon  the  whole  rather  to  be 
contemplateil  with  regret  ana  resignation,  than  with 
repining  or  reproacli.  But  in  now  bringing  for^vard  these 
additional  documeuttt  before  their  lordships,  it  must  natu* 
rally  be  his  object  to  ground  upon  them  a  confirmation^ 
that  nothing  of  the  calamities  and  disasters  that  hacl 
befallen  the  South  of  Eurojx*,  was  imputable  lo  the  ciyan- 
cils  of  this  country.  There  were  many  more  still  with- 
held  that  would  place  that  assertion  in  a  deafer  and  more 
convincing  point  of  view  ;  and  they  were  withheld,  not 
from  any  attempt  to  screen  the  conduct  of  the  government 
who  took  a  part  in  those  great  transactions,  not  from  any 
anxiety  to  conceal  ajiy  blot  which  they  could  Ix*  supposed 
to  drop  upon  the  character  and  honour  of  this  country, 
but  >olcly  from  motives  of  delicacy  and  consideration  ior 
the  sentimeuts  and  the  situation  of  other  powers.  All  the 
documents  to  which  he  alluded  would  soon  be  placed  in 
other  hands ;  and  it  would  be  tlie  Judgment  and  good 
sense  of  his  successors  to  make  public  more  of  them,  or  to 
approve  of  the  motives  that  on  liis  part  had  suspende:| 
their  publication.  After  expressing  the  utmost  confidence 
in  the  rectitude  of  his  own  conduct,  and  paying  the  liigh- 
est  compliments  to  the  transcendent  talents  and  mighty 
mind  of  his  ever-to-l^e-lamented  friend  (  Mr.  Pitt ), 
whose  influence  pervaded  and  directed  all  those  important 
transactions,  the.  noble  lord  cpncluded  with  moving : — 
'^  That  the  several  documents  he  held  in  his  hands,  con* 
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taining  extracts,  &c.  from  all  our  foreign  mir^sters  at  the 
courts  of  tJie  combined  powers,  be  now  laid  on  their  lord- 
ships' tHl)le,  in  fuller  illustration  and  proof  of  every  thin^ 
ho  had  already  advanced  on  those  important  pointer,  arid 
as  furnish in£(  proper  ijronnds  for  the  discussion  of  that 
great  question  which  might  hereafter  l>e  discussed  by  their 
lordships."  The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to  with- 
out any  observation- 

Thc  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  moved,  that  the  Bishop 
of  Bristol  be  desired  to  prc«'ich  l)efore  their  lordships,  on 
the  3(ith  inst.  iiji  the  cathedral  church,  Westminster,  that 
being  the  day  appointed  by  his  Majesty's  command  for  a 
general  fast. 

Agreed  to. 

Lord  Auckland  gave  notice,  that  he  should  on  Thurs- 
day next  submit  a  motion  to  their  lordships,  respecting 
thelojthaad  other  standing  orders  of  their  lordShips' House. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TFECDAY,  FEB.  4. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  at  the  bar  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  enquire  into  the  expenditure  of  the 
Dublin  Paving  Board. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  William  Dickinson  presented  the  first  report  of  the 
commissioners  for  revising  the  civil  concerns  of  the  navy, 
-which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  fable  ;  and  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Whitshed  Keene,  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  William  Dickinson  also*' presented,  by  command 
from  his  Majesty,  several  papers  relative  to  the  Transport 
and  Sick  and  Hurt  boards. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  person  from  the  commissioners  of  the  customs  pre- 
sented at  the  bar  certain  accounts,  pursuant  to  order  of 
the  House.  . 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

LAND  AND  MALT  TAXES  BILL. 

Mr.  Sturges'  jBourne  moved  the  order  of  Ihe  day  for  a 
committee  on  the  land  and  malt  tax  bill,  alsatfaat  it  be  an 
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imtructioa  to  said  committee^  that  they  have  pbwer^to  in-^ 
troduce  a  c^use'of  credit  intoit,  «ad  a  clause  for  making 
good  the  deficicDcy  of  the  land  axid  malt  tax  of  1804,  ouff* 
of  the  sdpplies  of  the  year  1806. 
,  The  HoUs6  haviog  resolved  itself  into  the  committee^ 
Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair, 

.  Mr.  Harrison  suggested  the.prdpriet(f  of  inserting  a 
clause  in  thebillj  for  allowing  an  appeal  from  the  sum** 
mary  convictions  before  magistrates  to  tne  quarter  sessions^ 
i¥hich  would  enable  indiviouals  to  obtain  justice  at  howdt^ 
instead  of  being  compelled,  as  under  the  former  act,  to  re^ 
sort  to  the  courts  at  Westminster  for  relief  from  the  op-^ 
piessive  decisions,  in  some  instances,  of  the  magistrates. 

A  long  conversation  ensued,  in  which  several  members 
took  a  part ;  but  it  termiiiated  in  an  understanding  that  a 
clause  to  that  effect  might  be  added  on  the  third  r^ing; 

The  bill  then  passed  thorough  the  comnlittee,  and  the 
report  was  orderea  to  be  received  the  next  day  • 

The  pension  duty  bill  also  passed  through  a  committee^ 
and  the  report  was  ordei^  to  oe  received  the  next  day. 

AUOltOR   OF  THB  BXCIIEQUEB. 

Mr.  FoXy  pursuant  to  notice,  rose  to  submit  liis  motion 
to  the  House,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  a  person 
holding  the  office  of  auditor  of  the  exchequer  io  hold  also 
the  office  of  a  commissioner  of  the  treasury.  The  object 
of  the  bill  was  to  legalise  the  holding  of  these  two  appoint* 
ments,  by  enabling  the  auditor  to  appoint  a  deputy  for 
discharging  the  duties  of  that  office.  He  had  before  stated, 
that  he  entertained  no  doubt  himself  on  the  subject.  Yet| 
as  possibly  others  may  not  feel  as  he  did,  it  was  the  wish 
of  the  noble  lord  concerned,  tliat  nothing  should  be  witl^^ 
held  from  the  House,  but  that  all  the  circumstances  con* 
nected  with  the  transaction  should  be  before  the  public* 
But  as  the  idea  was  gone  abroad  that  the  auditor  of  the 
exchequer  was  a  check  upon  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  h^ 
thought  it  right  to  advert  to  that  circumstance.  Thefact 
was,  that  he  was  not  a  check  upon  them,  and  it  was  absuro, 
io  suppose  that  any  officer  whose  appointment  was  in  the 
gifl  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury  could  be  anj  check  upon 
(hem.  He  should  hope,  therefore,  that  no  difficulty  would 
he  felt  in  complying  with  this  measure.  Nobody,  he 
thought,  would  DC  of  opinion  that  the  office  should  be  given 
'Bp  by  the  noble  lord  which  it  was  intended  he  should  fill, 
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and  on  that  accodnt  he  trusted  that  no  objection  would  be 
|elt  to  the  bill.  He  had  the  preceding  uav,  (Monday )y 
ttaied  the  ca6e.of  Laid  Halifax  in  the  reign  of  George*  I. 
the  first  of  the  present  illastrious  family  that  had  enjoved 
the  crown  in  this  country.  In  that  case  Lord  Halifax  had 
given  the  auditorship  nominally  to  his  brother,  whilst  he 
virtually  continued  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  himself.  The 
nobk  lord  might,  in  the  present  instance,  act  upon  that 
precedent,  but  he  was  better  pleased  that  the  transaction 
shottld  wholly  rest  on  legislative  grounds.  Those  gentle- 
.  men  who  weie  not  dissatified  with  the  arrangement  that 
placed  his  noble  friend  in  these  circumstances,  would,  he 
was  sure,  not  make  any  objection  to  the  prepress  of  this 
measure.  He  therefore  be^ed  leave  "  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  removing  certain  doubts,'*  &c.  With 
respect  to  the  doubts,  when  they  should  come  to  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill,  that  e}tpression  might  be  struck  out,  if 
gendemen  should  foe  of  opinion  that  no  doubts  existed, 
c   On  the  motion  being  put, 

Mr.  Rose  <leclared  that  no  member  could  be  less  desiiwil 
than  he  was  to  throw  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  ap- 

f  ointment  of  the  noble  lord  in  question,  which  had  giycn 
Im  great  and  unaffected  satisfaction ;  nor  should  he  then 
feay  any  thing  against  the  biH,  if  it  was  only  to  reraoTC 
doubts.  It  was  his  opinion  that  no  doubt  could  be  entrr- 
tained  on  the  subject,  and  he  was  certain  that  he  could  con- 
vince the4Iouse  that  the  two  offices  were  incompatible.* 
By  the  act  6f  8th  and  Sth  of  King  William,  which  regu- 
lated the  course  of  the  exchequer,  the  office  of  auditor  wa5 
rendered  a.  distinct'  office,  and  the  two  had  not  been  held 
since  by  the  same  person.  This  act  directed,  that  no 
money  should  be  issued  from  the  exchequer  without  thd 
order  of  the  auditor,  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  pells.  As 
to  the  circumstance  of  the  appointment  of  the  auditor  by 
the  commissioners,  and  his  being  therefore  no  check  upon 
therii,  he  had  only  to  observe,  that  an  ord^r  from  the 
pommissioners  for  the  issue  of  money  from  the  exche- 
quer would  be  null  and  of  no  effect  without  the  signature 
of  the  auditor.  By  this  it  would  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the 

5'  uditor  was  an  effijctual  check  upon  the  commissioners. 
?he  course  of  the  exchequer  he  took  to  be  this.  Wheri 
that  House  voted  a  certain  sum  for  a  certain  service,  sup- 
pose a  million  ;  if  the  commissioners  issued  an  order  for 
^oretbsm  Ulftt  million,  the  auditor,  to  T\-boin  the  votes  of 
'■  that 
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Hmt  House  wei:e  sent,  would  Bot  sign  it,  .f  b4  would  there- 
fore  be  an  efficient  cbeck  upon  the  (:oi|ii]a^iQners  of  tj^e 
treasury.     He  had  himself  known  insta^Gc;^  of  jthi^  natune, 
i?ben  the  funds  out  of  which  a  partjcqiar  i^|uu  was  voted 
had  l)een  exhausted^  ^f^d  the  auditor  -revised  to  sign  an  of- 
der  for  an  issue  out  of  other  funds.     T.hero  was  ^hother 
prpvision  in  the  act,  which  was,  that  t^e  §i)ditpr  should 
prepare  and  draw  the  orders  ]by  the  directiqn&iDf  the  'Com- 
misBioners  of  the    treasury.     £  very  ^jifi&os^n  must  be 
sensible  of  the  incongruity  of  the  same  person  giving  and 
receiving  these  directions  in  virtue  of  I^s  different  Qffice§. 
Aslo  the  cases  mentioned  hf  the  honqur^l4^  gentleman 
ijiey  did  not  apply.     Lord  Halifax  was;  fest  lor^  of  tfce 
treasury,  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  when  the^* 
di^rship  became  vacaint.     D^  did  notrrttoi'  take  the  ^ce 
<to  himself, but.gave.it to hJB  brother.'.-  1^^  afifnpix)s 
he  resigned  his  forn^ec  offices,  the  sat  doiys^  w>||i  tjbe  auditor- 
^hip  ofthe  exchequer.     If  the  deputy  ,w»r^  tO;be  appoint- 
edf  it  would  be  fcMr  the. House  to  consider  bow^r  hie  oould 
be  a  check  upon  the  (Coo^Dftissioners.    Ip  the  pase.  of  Mf- 
Pelbam,  though  hoJbad  h^n  appointad  iiist  Ic^d  q[  ii)e 
Area^uiy  in  1743,  thf  ayditar^hip  of  ihfi^ewl^n&^  4^d  %(^t 
became  vacant  till  1751,  Tfh^nit  wa^  givemto.his  soa-J4- 
law,  whether  in  trustprinfact,  he^  ivi^f^.^iot,  competei^t 
ia  say.    The  cpses^  w^e  therefore  di^f^,.aQd  this  bd|l 
could  not  pass  without  altering  thp  whole  course  of  the  ex- 
chequer.    These  w^^  t^e  (Ufficulties  ;he  felt,    and  l|e 
thought  it  his  duty  to  sMe  them  to  the  li[ouse,  but  CQ|r- 
tainly  without  aoy  wish  to  impede  the  appqi^tnent  of  i^ 
noble  lord.  '  .  >- 

Mr,  C.  W*  Wf/nne  cquJd  not  agree.with  the  ri^t  h(a(- 
nonrable  gentlemaja^  -tth^  tJb,e  clause  in  the  8th*aiMl^9tli  of 
Kiog  William  constiti^tej^  jthe  auditor  a  checli  uppn  th^ 
conuoissioners  of  the  tre^isnxy.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tlemen had  correctly  st^tod  ithe.  clatise,  bpt  h^d  pmitted  tp 
state  the  reason  for  whi^h  it  b«d  been  inser^..  The  learn- 
ed gentleman  here  read  fr^mi  the  statute  book  the  paragraph 
preo^ing  the.f^Uus^,  w^i^h  li^contendedi shewed  that  t^ 
offic^pf  auditor  ^as  denned  tp  be  a  cbeck  upoa  the  iss^e 
of  ippney  voted  for  one  service  to  the  use  of  another,  and 
;aot.as  a  check  upon  the  commissionelm^  •  He  saw  uo  rear 
£on  why  a  deputjr  might  nfit  bfi  appoim^  to.be  sworn* in 
Jby  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.    .Xb^  rWith^nour- 
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^ble^nileman  had  appeared  to  confiMmd  two  cases'respct- 
ing  £ord  Halifax,  at  different  periods  of  his  administra- 

,  tion,  and  on  reflection  would  fi4d  that  the  statement  of  hi$ 
honourable  friend  on  the  subject  was  strictly  correct.  Np^ 
ievil  conld  arise  from  the  appointment  of  a  deputy,  tha^ 
would  hot  equally  arise  from  the  appointment  6f  tne  ori» 
ginal.    But  there  had  been  at  former  periods  a  practical 

'  objection  to  the  appointment  of  the  same  person  to  both 
offices,  whieh  did  not  at  present  exist.  The  auditor  of  the 
exchequer  had  a  percentdge  on  the  money  issued ;  he  had 
now  a  fixetj  salary . 

^r.  Mose^  in  explanation,  stated  that  no  alteration  had 
taken  place  in  the*  exchequer  since  the  8th  and  9th  of 
WilBam. 

The  Atlotney  Ofneral  would  feel  happy  (q  offrr  any 
thing  that  yifiigkt  haye  the  eflfect  of  removing  any  of  tiie 
difficohits  that  might  be  felt  with  respect  to  this  measure. 
Of  iJI:  the  appointments  that  had  taken  place,  no  one  af^ 
forded  him  more  salifactiqn  than  that  of  the  noble  lord  tq 
that  orte  he  was  to  fill.  He  should  be  sorry,  if  in  conse- 
qtienceof  any  obstacle  to  this,  measure  be  should  be  obliged 
to  accept  any  other  in  place  of  it.  He  thought  it  would 
fee  d^irablefflmtfhe  bill  should  pass  on  that  day  throtxgh 
erery  stftg^'consitrfeni  with  the  forms  of  the  House,  and 
that  ffentteman  might  come  down  the  next  day  better  pr^ 

Srea  to  decideupon  it.  He  acknowledged  that  what  had 
lenfrom  his  nght  honouridble  friend  had  great  weight 
with  him.  The  awlitor  was,  it  appeared  by  the  testimony 
<»f  his  ri^fat  bono\irable  fiiend,  a  practical  check  upon  the 
commissioners,  and  it  would  be  for  the  House  to  consider 
how  ht  ei  deputy,  sippointfed  ^7)  cind  remoyeable  at  the 
pleasure  of  one  of  those  commissioners,  would  be  snch  a 
dieck^.  The  offices  were  certainly  distinct.  However, 
jGfenflemei^  would  be  able  to  ihake  up  their  n^inds  before 
the  next  day.'  *'For  his  ownl  -pkriy  be  thought  if  would  be 
inorc  proper  to  appoint  a  trustee  to  hold  the  office  under 
n  responsibility  for  ffie  pierfbnnance  of  its  duties.' '  ^e  did 
pot  mean  by  such  a  measure'  to  intei'fi^e  with  the  recep« 
tlon  of*  th<^  silary  by  Lord  Grenyille,  but  that  the  person 
io  perform  'the  pubnc  duties  of  tlie  ofRce  should  hola  it  on 
II  lesargronnd,  and  b^  irremoveable  but  on  legal  grounds, 
!W^ilbt  flie  principal  should  hold  tbf^olGce  of  a  commis^ 
^6ner  cfftl^  treasury/ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PSB.  5.]  mSCELLAlVEOrSt  IS3 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  perceive  tbe  distinction  between  the 
appointment  of  a  deputy  and  of  a  trustee,  and  for  his  owa 
plkft  felt  ne  objection  to  adopt  the  guggcstion  of  tbe  learned 
gentleman.  JSut  though  itrqgular  to  allude  to  anj  thing 
that  migfct  pass  without  doprs,  he  thought  it  better  to  have 
fBome  coBversation  first  i^rith  his  noble  friend  on  the  sub- 
ject. As  to  the  responsibility  of  t^e  person  executing  the 
laaties  of  tbe  office,  it  |ia4  been  his  intention,  if  tl^e  bill  were 
allowed  io  be  brought  in,  to  move  an  amendment  tp  that 
cfifect,  with  respect  t(^  the  deputy. 

Mr,  Rose  declared thatnis  objections  would  be  done 
away  by  the  appqintmept  of  a  trustee  under  responsibility. 

l^e  question  was  then  put,  and  leave  given  to  bring  in 
the  bill,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  being  orcfere^ 
to  prepare  it 

Mr,  Fox  then  broiight  it  up,  and  it  was  read  a  first  and 
second  lame,  and  ordered  tp  be  cpmnutted  the  next  day. 

HIS   MAJBSTT^S  MESSAGES. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  several  reports  of  the 
eomraittees  on  his  Majesty^s  incssages,  rjclative  to  a  pro- 
vision for  Lady  Nelson,  Lord  OpUingwopd,  i^nd  Sir 
Richard  Strachan,  when  ^e  several  resplutions  were  agreed 
to  neniine  eontradicenie^  and  bills  ordered  accordingly. 
Adjourned, 

■ fc  ■ 

HOUSE  OF  LOItDS. 

WEJ>]^ESpAr,   PEBRUARY  5. 

This  day  Lord  Ellenborough  sat  as  speaker. 

Mr.  Hase,  from  the  bank  of  England,  presented  an  ac- 
count of  7,600,000/.  applied  by  the  commissioners  for  the 
lednction  of  theaationsu  debt  during  the  year  from  the  1st 
of  February.  1805,  to  tbe  Slst  of  January,  1806;  and  of 
the  sum  of  1,900,000/*  appropriated  to  the  same  purpose 
for  the  quarter  from  the  1st  of  February  \o  the  last  of 
Hay,  1806^    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Viscount  Ix>wtber  presented  a  petition  from  the 
debtors  cbafined  in  Carlisle  ^ol^  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
$m  the  table. 

Mr.  Fox,  accompiMiied  by  a  great  number  of  members 
of  the  House  of  Oommons^  brought  up  a  bill  U>  enable  the 
auditor  of  the  exchequer  to  nominate  a  trustee  to  execute 
die  duties  of  the  office  in  the  case  therein  mentioned.  The 
^  bill 
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jbill  was  read  a  first  tiine^  and  ordered  to  be  re^  a  sasoiid 

lime  the  jjoxt  day.      ,    .  * ; 

,  Lord  Auckland  m^idc  a^  n^otion,  worded  differently  from 
IlijU  of  ilie  preceding  d^y,  resjx^ctiug  Ihc  standing  orders. 
IIi<^  Lotd^bip's  motipa  now  \vas,  tq  take. t)ic  standing  ofdei^s 
No/  Jipi  aiid  Idj.inio  consideraiioa.tl^  next  day,  with  tlie 
>iew  of  suspending  UUem,  for  the  pAM:posc  of  passing  the 
ibove:  biU  tnrqugh  its  different  stagns/.  \nhkh  was  ordired, 
andti^t  tlieloigtbesummW^^^    AAi^urncd,  . 

4IDUS1E  OF  COMMQXS. 

O  '  *  SvEpkESDAY,    FEB.  5.    • 

Mr.^  TTase,  f^om  1^^  lw>k  of  England,  presented  ah  ac- 
count iVoni  the  comihissioners  for  the  reduction  of  tlie  na- 
tiop^l  (^\>ty  of, tUe r^eipt  jmd  expenditure  of  7.Q\bfif)lL 
between  Uie,  Sd  of  February,  1805,  and  Slst  ot  Jannary, 
ISOisf,  '^tc. ^  OrderciT  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tlic  Secretary  at  War  presented  accounts  of  the  number 
of  effcT'tivc  men  rai^d  under  iho.  addiiioiial-force  act,  which 
were  all  ordered  to  lie  qn  th/Q  table ;  and  ona  pf  them  con^ 
lairiatjl.a  recapitulation  of  ^  tJ^Q  wl^ole  to  be  printed. 

'Ml.  *\V'ilberforcc  hrpugUi  in  .^  bill  ipx  enabling  jthe  jus- 
tices in  the  wost  ridii\g  of  Voukshire  to  erect  court  bouses, 
&c.  whicli  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  ^ 
second  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  brfHight  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  malt  duty  fcttl ;  after  a  short  conversation  between 
Mr.  Sturges  BoUrne,  Mr.  Harrison,  &c.  the  amendments 
-Were  afi^rccd  to,  and  the  bill  wa3  ordered  to  bd  read  a  third 
tim^iife  oe^t  d^y.   . 

On  th«  motion  of  Sir  C.  Banbury,  a  aew  Vini  was  o& 
dciQd  to  bq  issued  for  Suffolk,  in  tlic  room  of  iLord  ViscouiiA 
JS'&mf ,;  now  Murquia  Cotitwnllia.  •  J  • 

Air,  Alexander  brdught.up  the  reposrt  of  the  commitiice 
pn  ihc  pension  duty  bilt,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tluc  noxt'day.  . 

0»  iixe  motion  of  Mr^  Fcilowes,  the  order  made  last  to- 
sion  ft^r  a  return  of  the  Resident  and- nourresident  clergy 
was  read,  and  the  return  was  ordered  to  be  made  forthwith. 

Mr..  Manning  presented  a  petition  'from  the  London 
Doct  Company.     liefprred  to  a  committee. 

Mr,  Mnndy  presented  a  petition  from  tlie  debtors  coin 
fined  iu  \)ti\)y  gagl,-  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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NEW    MINISTERS. 

On  the  the  motion  of  Mr.  FoXy  new  wTits  were  ordered^ 
as  follows : 

For  theborouffh  of  St.  Mjtwc'sj  Cornwcill,  in  the  room  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Wra.  Windham,  who,  since  his  electioii^ 
had  accepted  the  office  of  one  of  his  Majesty's  princijml 
secretaries  of  state. 

For  the  county  of  Northnmbcrland,  in  the  room  of  the 
Right  Hon.  C-  Grey^  who,  since  Sis  election,  had  jicoepteJ 
the  office  of  his  Majesty's  principal  commissioner  for  exe^ 
cuting  the  of&cc  of  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain. 

For  Gilne,  in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon,  Henry  Pelty^ 
<x>iii]iionly  called  Lord  Henry  Petty,  who,  since  hi«  disr- 
tion,  had  accepted  the  offices  of  chancellor  and  und^ 
treasurer  of  his  Majesty ""s  exchequer. 

The  House  m  ont  into  a  committee  on  the  auditor's  bill  5 
Mr.  Fox  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  C.  W..  Wynne  brought  up  a  clause  empowerinc:  the 
auditor  of  the  exchequer  to  appoint  a  trustee  (instead  of  a 
deputy,  as  originally  intended),  liiio  should  be  responsilile 
to  the  auditor  for  his  salary,  and  to  the  legislature  for  his 
conduct. 

The  Attorney  General  declared  that  this  clause  entirely 
removed  tlie  objections  which  he  had  before  stalled  as 
arising  in  his  mind  against  the  bill. 

This  clause,  with  another,  enacting  that  any  persom 
accepting  the  situation  sof  trustee  should  not  vacate  big 
6eat  in  the  House,  was  then  agreed  to  ;  the  House  was  re- 
sumed, and  Mr.  Fox  havinsj^brousfht  up  the  report,  it  wa« 
receiv«I  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  having  been  read  a 
third  time  was  passed,  under  the  title  of  a  bill  empowering 
the  auditor  of  his  Majesty's  court  of  exchequer  to  consti- 
tute a  trustee  in  cases  therein  mentioned  ;  and  Mr.  Fox 
vas  ordered  to  carry  it  to  the  lords,  which  he  did,  accom- 
panied by  a  number  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Husk isson  brought  in  the  three  bills,  for  which  he 
the  preceding  day  obtained  le^ve,  granting  annuitic^s  to 
Lady  Nelson,  Lord  ColUngwojod  and  Sir  R.  Slrachan-. 
They  were  read  a  first  tune,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  the  next  day. 

M.  Fox  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  day  movf  to 
postpone  to  a  future  day  the  considcrWion  of  the  petition 

complaiuiu^ 
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edraplaining  of  an  undue  election  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex. 

The  other  orders  of  the  daj  were  then  postponed^  aend 
the  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  LORtoS. 

tUtTRSDAT,    FE^RUARV   6; 

Lord  Cllenbordu^h  a^in  sat'  as  speaker^ 

The  bill  for  cnabUng  tnc  auditor  of  the  exchecper  to  ap^ 
point  a  trustee  to  execute  the  duties  of  the  office  in  the  ca«^ 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  second  time* 
.  Lord  Auckland  after  observing  that  there  was  an  obvious 
necessity  for  passing  this  bill  as  speedily  as  possible,  moved 
|o  suspend  the  standing  orders  104  and  155^  with  the  vie^ 
of  going  through  the  different  stages  of  the  bill  ilmi 
evening. 

This  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  passed  through 
a  committee,  was  report,  r^da  third  time,  and  passra, 
and  a  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Com* 
inons  to  acquaint  them  therewith. 


HOUSE  OF  COxMMONS. 

TRURSHAY,   FEB.  6. 

The  Speaher  counted  the  House  at  four  o'clock,  and 
liaving  tound  only  thirty-eight  members  present,  he  de* 
^clared  the  House  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

FRIDAY,   FEB.  7. 

Lord  EUenborough  again  officiated  as  speaker. 

The  House  met  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when 
the  royal  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  auditor  of 
the  exchequer's  bill. 

The  commissioners  were.  Lord  Walsingham,  Lord 
Auckland,  and'Lord  Ellenboroo^h. 

Their  lordships  then  adjourned  till  half  past  five  in  flie 
afternoon,  at  which  hour  they  again  met. 

J^rd  Eldon  observed  that  several  appeals  stood  over 
from  the  lust  session  for  judgment  to  the  conskicration  of 

i^hicli 
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which  he  had  devoted  os  much  time  duiinff  the  recess  as 
his  leisure  would  allow.  He  had  intended  at  the  comn^enoe^- 
ment  of  the  session  to  pro}X)se  to  thdr  lordships  to  fix  days 
fiur  giving  judgment  on  the  appeals  to  which  he  had  al« 
loded,  and  his  purpose  in  risuiff  now  was  to  give  ndtice' 
that  he  should,  about  the  middk  of  next  week,  move  to 
appoint  a  time  for  pronouncing  judgment  in  those  appeals. 

Mn  Alexander,  accompani^by  several  members  of  the 
House  of  Ck>mmoiis,  brought  up  the  malt  duty  bill,  aiKl 
the  pension,  Sec,  duty  bill,  which  were  severally  read  ft* 
<rst  tune« 

Mr.  Hyatt  from  the  commissioners  for  ther  reduetiou  ot 
the  national  debt,  presented  the  account  of  th^  commis-*' 
sioners  fpt  ihe  year  ending  the  51st  of  Ja&uary,  1806j^  of 
the  application  of  12,600,000/.  which  was  ord^dd  to^U^  o» 
tbetaiue.    Adjourned.  .  . "» 

■■'  '' 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIBAT,   FEB.  7.  '      .       /  ^^ 

.  About  eleven  o'clock  the  Speaker  took  the  chain   ' 

linmcdiately  after  pmyers,  Mr.  Quarnie  appeared  at 
the  bar,  and  required  the  attendance  of  the  tious^'of 
Commons  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  bear  the  royal  a&sefiC 
giyen  to  the  bill  therein  mentioned. 

The  Speaker  accordingly,  attended  by  the  officers  of 
the  liouse,  went  to  the  ELoiise  of  Lords,  and  on  his  returai 
informed  the  Commons  that  he  had  been  present,  and  heard 
his  Majesty's  assent  given  by  commission  to  the  bill  for  em« 
powering  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer  to  appoint  a  deputy 
to  act  for  him  in  the  event  therein  mentioned. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  when  they 
^  proceeded  to  ballot  for  acommitleeiotry  the  merits  of  the 
petition  complaining  of  an  undue  return  for  the  county  of 
Sfiddlesex. 

irsw  ^omirasTitATioir. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sharidan,  the  Speaker  issued  hia 
variant  to  the  derk  of  the  crown,  for  new  writ^  for  a  bur* 
gesB  to  serve  in  mrliament  for  the  city  pf  Westidoinrter,  in 
the  room  of  the  KightHon.  Chiles  James  Fox,  who  since 
Ids  dectiou  had  accepted  the  oiEoe  of  one  of  his  Majesty's 
principal  secretaries  of  state;  for  Buckinghamshire,  in 
Ihe  room  of  the  l^ht  Hon.  Richafd  Chandos  Temple^ 
commonly  called  Em  Temple,  who,  since  his  election^ 
had  accepted  of  the  o£Bce  of  joint  paymaster  of  the  forces  ; 
foit  Mo^petht  in  the  room  of  tat  Right  Hon.  George 

YQh.J.im^,  X  Howar<t 
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]|^lia«rdv  cOmiQ^nly  culled  Viscoiiiit  Aforpefiivvhoisiiic0r 
Ills  (^Locl^Cfj;!  ha^  acc^p^  of  tiie  office  of  one  of  Ifae  comn. 
mi6sk^§r«  ^r  mapping  the  stf^re  of  India,  witk  a  sabnr  r^ 
&  jPgrtsoioutby  4n  jthe  rog«i  of  Admianil  MttriFham>  wW 
siiip^>  bis  election  bad  accepted  ot  ibe  sUqaiioii  o£  ona*o£ 
tj)€<»px9mi§^ioiieiiB  for  ^flUiikteniig  tbe  offipe  oflord'bi^ 
a^miial  of  Enghnd ;  aiid  foi;  Tavistocfc)^  in  Dovonbhire^  i^- 
tj^,  XOQff^  ^  ^bQ  l^igbt  Hoi}*:  Gen.  BicbttEd'Fi<K|paiiiGk,^ 
irhp.  si|)qe  bi9  ^leptioabad  accepted  of  ibe ofice  of  seci^*^ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tynvnitt,  the  Speaker  aUoittUfti 
^i^  ff^^rcsMlt  to  tbe  ol«d(  at  ibficrovh  for  a  now  writ  for 
Portm^iitbi,  in  .^e  soom  o£  tbe  Uon«  Thomas  Enkincy 
vbo  Ainpe  ^ift^d^tion  hadjieofeipi^  of  tbe  office  of  hfvcdf 
tlkkQhlA^diiarQf  £ngla«d;  ^ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  W.  W.  Wysxno^B,  lusm*  vaiM 
vas  ordered  to  be  issued  forOkoliampton,  w,  Devonshire^  in 
the  room  of  the.JKJgbt  Hojl.>  John  iuharles^^pencerj  com* 
monly  called  Yiscouat  Abborpr,  who  since  hiselection  had 
nccepted  ^*4bc'  situation  of  one  of  the  ccuHminidneiiYov 
^TtpM^iffjfipg  4be)  oAioc  jof -lofd  high*  admind. 

\C^it!^  ^tiw  of  Mr.  Hpbhoiise,  thp  speaJkerako  di^ 
fip:^  VU  WAirjumt  to  be  isaued.fo^  a  new  writ  for  Hapwicb, 
m  Kssex,  in  ihe  room  of  tbe&ight  Hon.JkdinHilef  Adding^ 
ipt^f  wbo.^inpe  ^is  election,  ^ad  accepted  of  the  office  of 
^M)^of  tb^  conmi^nfin  for  ^  affiurs  of  ladia,  wth  a 
iidarj. 

.  Mr(>  Y^iljittart  gatie  nptice  Aat  be  should  on  l^onday 
ipo¥e  fpr.^p  issue  of  five  milUons.of  exchecfuer  bi^  • 

Mr.  Hyatt  from  the  cxNaindasionciB  for  liqmdatin^  the 
Bfi^tiopal'debts  presented  IktBhinial^iiccottnt  of  4bat  t^d^ 
to  3l$t.  Jwiia^.,  l&QS,  aSHMBtpig  to  12,500,000/. 

Thfii .pft|IW Mdiw to.thfi  affcira of  India^  reoyed  fori| 
$ew  days  smce  by  Mr.  Wallace,  were  laid  on  thetabld. 

Mr.  Paull  saidy/that  Bohnittstaiiding.  tbe  lon^  period 
tbatliad^ltlried^ince  he  ficrt  ga¥e  notice  of  his  intentioii 
ift  caU  the  serious  coasidqatian  of 'theIio«ise4o  ihis-poiat{ 
six  ix  seven  other  papers  (|f  great  importaQoe  waee  ^4i  ye| 
ytftdufipl^ ,..    .  ,         ..       .  ..    .* 

Mfi^-^Vollt^GO  stated.this  to  iirisa  lr(u&tha  exercisaof  tho 
i^gritlion^i;)^  power  of  the  cpuj^  of  directors^  who  did  no^ 
^hi^k  they  cQuld^  PHnftistf^ly  viih  thcirdutja  p:od^ce  th^ 
puym  .winded  to^   <  . 

iff-  FauU  atifeer  agam  urging'  ihe  necessity  of  every 
W&f^  invejtdgHtioabaiBg  aUowed^  mpY^^d  that  the  papen^ 
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4>e  printed,  dnd  fixed  hk  moiitm  jbn  iUe  iribject  for  Uidl 
day  JTorthii^ht. 

.  'Mr.  Gajwav  ^Ui  ^as  allowed  to  withdraw  the  notice 
.  ^hich  he  had  given  of  a  motion  for  Monday  next. 
I    I^y  'JNelfion^s^   Lord  CdiHs^Ood's,  and  Sir  Robert 
Strachan's  annuity  tnlhi  were  rbad  a  seodnd  time^  and  oiv> 
derjed  to  be  committed  for  Monday.   -  . 

The  cotmnittee  of  supply  and  of  ways  and  meahs^  were 
)postBoned  till' Menday. 

Mr*  White^  the  clerk  to  election  committees^  presentiid 
Uie  namei  of  the  reduped  Ust  of  hiembers  to  serve  as  a  com^ 
Inittee  to  try  the  merits  of  the  Middlesex  election.  : 

Philip  t^AHSmead)  £94.    G^r^  Cdlning.  Esq. 
'   vlaineBlkly)  Esq^  .  Sir  Jacob  H.  Astley,  Bart;    - 

Bight  HdUi  Isaac  0orty    J.  JPrinsep^  Esq. 

Right  Hon,  Sirl.Siuart    George  Galway  Mills,  Esqi 

John  Palmer)  Esq;  Charles  O'Hara,  Esq. 

Bir  Wm.  Yoang,  Bart.    Joseph  HoUten  Strhtt^  Esqi 

James  M'Donald,  Esq. 

Adjourned  till  Monday^ 

HOUSE  OF  liORDS. 

si^unnAY,  PEBAuA.nif  8*  »    .      ■ 
f  heir  totdships  ihet  at  half  past  iht^)  a^  lord  EUen«i 

Wtftfgh  again  pr^ided; 

The  malt  duty  bill  and  thn  pension,  &c.  duly  Bill  werd 

n»d  a  second  time  and  commifted  for  Monday,  after  which 

Ike  H&mii  adjtamed  tiH  Monday. 

HOUSE  OP  tORDS. 

kONOAT,  Pfill.  10. 

tHt  n^  ijsfA  Chamfellor^  the  Right  tton.  thdma^ 
Lofd  Ersl:the  was  intfodncdd  (holding  (he  seals  in  hii 
ha^b^tween  Lord  Holland  and  the  Earl  of  Moira  (Lord 
italfdoa)  prec^detlby  flfte  Duke  of  TS drf dtk^  ettA  marshal^ 
imA  attended  by  garter  king  at  arms. 

his  patent  of  cretttiorf  h^Hng  beeii  read  at  the  table,  and 
ttie  mUM  ahniiiistet«^,  Lord  BMinet^kik  his  ^t  as  a,W 
tMy  add  afteiirttds  a»  Speaker  on  tiKe  wwl^ck,  \rh^  hi 
dniWred  thd  seiib  to  his  purse-bear^/ 
.  Ui^lonyrip  was  congratofaited  cfn  hh  6)<^at)Ofrto  th6 
wooback  by  the  Prince  of  Walet^  iM  DiilLen  of  Cltfelice 
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.and  Sussex,  Vho  shook  him  by  the  haiid,  and  by  most  of 
thepeers  present. 

Tne  House  then  adjourned  during  pleasnre,  that  tbe- 
lord  chancellor  might  unrobe. 

In  a  few  minutes  his  lordship  returned,  and  the  House 
being  resumed,  the  malt  duty  oill,  and  the  pension,  Stc, 
duty  bill,  severally  passed  through  committees,  and  ivere 
jreported. 

Mr.  M itford,  from  the  treasury,  presented  an  account  of 
the  bounties  granted  upon  fish  brought  to  the  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Westminster,  vrhich  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  same  gentleman,  from  the  ^commissioners  of  cus- 
toms in  Scotluid,  presented  an  account  of -the  number  of 
Tessds  employed  in  the  whale  fishery  to  Davis's  Sttei^hts ; 
and  also  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners 
of  northern  light  houses^  which  were  ordesed  to  lie  on  the 
tables    Adjourned. 

HOUSE-OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,   FEB.  10. 
DEBTORS. 

Sir  JacoB  Astley  presented  a  petition  from  the  debtors  in 
the  county  jail  of  iSforfolk,  praying  for  relief.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  • 

MIDDLESEX  "Election. 

'the  Right  Hon.  Isaac  Corry  brought  up  the  iepert  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  petition 
Idalive  to  the  Middlesax  election.  The  report  was^  That 
the  committee  had  decided  that  Sir  Francis  iBurdett  was  not 
^uly  dected^  and  that  George  BouUon  Mamwasinff  was 
duly  elected.  He  tberefiare  moved  IhatiherretiurAishoulct 
be  amended,  by  erasing  the  name  of  Sir.  Francis  Buvdett^ 
and  inserting  that  of  George  BoulAoa  Mainw^ig*  Of? 
dered, 

hew  writs, 

A  Tmfvnit  \n»  direefted  to  be  issuedfer  the  electidn  of  tf 
buTces6  to  serve  i»  p^lHament  for  the  borough  of  Newark, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Maurice  PoX  who  had  accepted 
tke  place  of  wto  of  the  ccHnisiiLssianers  fo^eseoQting  the  of* 
fioe  of  lord  high  adadr8l#  ^  ^ 
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Ob  the  motion  of  Mr.  Crcerey,  a  new  writ  was  dii^cfed 
to  be  issned  for  the  election  of  a  knis^ht  of  the  shire  for  tho 
county  of  Surrey ,  in  the  i^oom  of  Lord  William 'RussoH, 
who  has  accepteck  the  place  of  one  of  the  commissioRers  for 
executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a 
member  for  Tavistock,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Robert  Spen- 
cer, who  has  accepted  the  stewardship  of  the  ehittevft 
hundreds. 

On  themetion  of  Mr.  BuUer,  a  new  writ  was  ordci^d  to  be 
issued  fm:  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  for  Ryegale,  in 
the  room  of  the  Hon.  John  Soraers  Cocks,  now  Lord 
Somers,  called  to  the  House  of  Peers. 

Bfr.  Brooke  gave  noticeof  a  motion  on  Wednesday  next, 
respecting  the  contracts  for  supplying  the  royal  navy  witk 
spuits. 

A  person  from  the  bank  presented  an  acoount  of  the  un«» 
claimed  dividends  due  on  tlie  10th  of  October,  1802,  and 
unpaid  on  the  SSd  of  March,  1805.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

LORD   MELVILLE^S  IMPEACHMENT. 

Mf^  WhUbreadj  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  for  leave  toi 
brin^  in  a  bill  to  inaemnify  all  such  persons  as  should  be 
roquired  to  give  evidence  on  the  impeachmeRt  of  Lord 
Melville,  andwho  had  served  under  him  at  any  time  in  the 
navy  pay  office.  He  would  state  the  reasons  brieflj 
which  oblig^  him  to  originate  this  measure  this  year, 
though  he  was  aware  that  th^  must,  in  some  degree,  oe  in 
the  reooHection  of  the  Houses  Several  lawyers  had  given 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  many  of  the  quefiticms  which 
Mr.  Trotter  might  be-requnned  to-answerf  might,  if  answer* 
ad,  expose  himself  to  the  dangers  of  prosecution.  In  or* 
der  to  obviate  this  difficoky,  a  bill  wtis  last  year  oroughl 
m  to  indemnify  Mr.  Ti<ottcr,  and  sneh  persons  as  should 
be  required  to  give  ^idehce  in  the  case  of  Lofd  Melville^ 
against  the  ooiMqneBceB  pf  any  criminal  prosecution.  Tho 
hon.  baronet  over  the  way,  (Sir  William  Elford)  had  then 
moved,  that  the  indemnity  sliould  extend  to  civil  as  well  aa 
eriminal  prosecutions,  in  order  to  have  the  witnesaes  free 
firem  any  bias  wliatever.  This  proposition  of  his  had 
been  agiSeed  to,  and  the  bill,  thus  amended,  sent  ta  the 
Lords*  Sbmedifficidties  had  arisen  in  the  Lprds  upon  the 
subject,  in  consequence  of  which  dip  indemnity,  as  to 
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civil  suits,  had  heea  struck  out,  and  the  bill  pissed  in  this 
state ;  the  question,  however,  respectio  jf  these  civil  suit^ 
had  been  referred  to  the  judges^  who  were  directed  i6  giv0 
their  opinions  within  three  weeks.  Tlie  bill  had  been  te^ 
jected  in  the  Commons,  in  consequence  of  the  Lords^  amend* 
9B^nts,  and  he  had  brought  in  another,  exteaoKling.  to  cri- 
minal prosecution  only,  which  had  passed  and  ipeoeiyed 
the  rojal  sanction.  In  the  mean  time  the  three  weeks  had 
expired,  and  the  judges  had  given  no  opinion ;  alid  n<>W| 
in  fatt|  (here  was  no. question  befme  tbenu  In  couse* 
qUcnce.  of  different  events  which  had  lately  taken  place,  he 
Jhad  refrained  from  coming  to  the  House  sooner  upon  this 
.business ;  but  as  thi$  delay  had  taken  place,  he  must  be^ 
tkftl  4he  bill  niijrht  be  carried  forward  with  all  possible 
nptidj  that  it  mii^ht  be  carried  to  the  other  House,  and  that 
the  opinions  of  the  judges  might  be  taken  before  fhey  pro* 
ceeded  on  the  circuit.  This  was  the  more  requisite!  as 
every  thing  that  had  come  under  their  observation  proved 
that  the  evidence  of  Trotter  was  indispensably  necessury* 
It  might  be  proper  to  say  a  few  words  relative  to  the  ^tua<*' 
tion  in  whicn  the  committee  stood.  They  had  proceeded  in 
the  task  assigned  them  with  scarcely  the  Intermission  of  a 
ddy ;  but  it  would  beiecollecned  that  they  bad  been  obli|ed 
to  carry  on  a  lon^r  sod  laborious  investigation  of  a  numef 
4Df  voluminous  documents,  public  and  private,  arid  to 
ieaVch  them  very  minutely,  in  order  to  establish  the  articles 
which  tlfe^  had  alreadv  preferred ;  and  that  thev  had  bera 
vnder  the  necessity  of  examining  a  variety  ot  tritnesses^ 
3iiany  of  them  fhmi  diUant  parts  of  the  island,  tipAoiMy 
from  the  north.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the  eonmdtlee 
would  soon  be  enabled  to  complete  the  business^  as  fiii  as 
the  House  had  hitherto  proceeded^  He  thought  it  right  to 
state,  that  it  wa^  intended  to  present  a  special  i^eport  to  the 
House,  respecting  certain  circumstances  that  had  oonle  to 
their  knowledge  sinee  thcr^  had  entered  upon  their  labouni 
as' a  committee,  wltii  a  view  to  lay  the  loundAtion  for  d 
ftedi  article,  or  fresh  articles,,  of  impeachiBMnt  i^^ainst^ 
Lord  Melville.  This  he  said  in  order  to  give  the  Hoase  aH 
proper  iftlbrmatkin  respecting  their  proceedings,  dud  t6 

neat  any  person  from  siiying  hereafter  that  he  was  iaten 
^  irprize^  At  the  same  time,  though  the  grounds  of  thd 
report  were  settled,  and  the  report  itsdf  almost  ready  to  be 
wesented,  it  was  still  thought  proper  to  withhold,  it  tiO 
Mt.  Trottev  could  beexamitiLed^    He  ocmduded  by  itoving 
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for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  indeQuuiy  all  persons  dit  an  j 
fime  seryiW  in  me  navy  pay  ol^ce  under  Lord  Melville^ 
Yrbo  shonld^ive  evidence  on  the  ii^tpeochment  voted  by  tha 
Commons  of  ike  nnited  kingdom  against  tkat  noUa 
lord,  fVom  the  consequences  of  any  civil  suits  to  'ivhick 
tihey  might  otherwise  be  liable,  owing  tp  any  transactions 
in  -which  they  themselves  might  have  beisn  engaged  during 
their  service  in  the  said  olGce. 

Sir.  W.  Etford  observed,  that  tibie  objeet  of  the  bill  ncnf 
inoved^  for  seemed  to  be  exactly  the  same  wiA  that  if hich 
he  bad  thought  qecessary  to  suggest  last  year.  His  vievr 
was  to  reac^r  the  witnesses  free  from  all  bias  whatever^ 
either  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and4hi8,  in  his  opinion^ 
was  not  to  be  elected  without  removing  alt  S^t  of  a  1iabi«> 
Jily  to  any  danger  from  anjr  thing  they  might  dftcfose', 
either  by  a  criminri  prosecution ,  or  a  civil  suit.  B^ig  of 
this  opinion,  he  had,  pf  course,  suggested  the  amendment 
which  had  txren  carried  in  this  ^ouse.^  The  judges  had  cer-* 
tainly  given  no  opinion,  and  in  fact  had  revised  to  five  nn 
opinion  on  a  question  pttt  to  tbem  On  such  a  brdaa  basis» 
jElowever,  he  hoped  that  the  witnesses  virould  be-  free  from 
all  bias,  so  that  every  chance  of  ju^ce.  might  remain  both 
fc^r  the  individual  and  the  public.  With  this  in  view.,,  he 
pouid  have  no  objection  to  the  biU  being  brpughtin,  and  as 
the  principle  haq  already  been  recognised  by  tie  If  onse,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  suffered  to  proceed  with, 
all  the  requisite  (uspatch.  The  question  was  then  put,  and 
leave  given. 

Messrs.  Whitl)read,  GU^)  &c.  wore^ordered  to  prejmro 
and  brinff  in  the  same.. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  brought  in  the  bill,  which  was 
read  a  first:  and  second  tinie,  committed,  reported^  andor- 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  annuTty.  faill^  for  Lady  Nelson,  Lord  Collingwood^ 
iuid  Sir  Richard  Stcachan,  were  cc^mmiited.  Report  the 
next  day.  *      . 

^  Mr.  Vansittart  ihQved,  That  anaisconnt  should  be  laid 
before  the  House  of  the  net  produi^of.  the  permasent  and 
war  taxes,  from  the  5th  of  January,  1805,  to  the  5th  flf 
^anoary^  1806,    Ordered. 

WATS   AND   KEANS. 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  the  orderjof  the  day  for  Ihe  House 
lesolying  itself  into  a  committee  pf  inrays  ai^d  means. 

The 
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Th«  Speaker  liaviog  l^ft  the  chair, 

3{r. .  ransitiarl  proceeded,  in  pursufiooe  of  his  notice  ovl 
JFriday  last,  to  propose  the  raising  of  5,000,000/.  by  loans 
0U  exchequer  bilk,  to  carrj^  on  the  public  service  for  a  time 
ta  be  linijitod.  Jh^  coiiunittee  must  be  aware  that  this  was 
necessary  for  the  j^rcsent. exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
irhich.  must  in  thi^  ^jjr\anncr  be  provided  for  during  a 
period  of  two  or  three  months.  The  sum  now  mentioned, 
hebdieved,  >¥Ould l^ suihcient  for  carrying  on  the  service 
till  the  end  of  the  present  quarter.  It  any  thing  ^rtbev 
should  be  required,  it  might  be  procured  in  the  same  way. 
Put  t{ie80  bills  were  not  to  be  considered  as  raised  lor  th/a 
perraau^i^t  aids  of  the  year.  They  w^e  only  wanted  for 
immolate  Mrviqe,  and  were  to  I^e  made  payable  at  the  end 
of  tour  monthf?.'^  They  might  be  made  good  from  the  loan 
that  must  be  brougVl^ To;:ward«  from  the  war  taxes,  or  lu 
Boy  .other  way.  At  proscht  tais  sura  was  iq  be  considcre4 
laecciy  as  a  teuiporary  accommodatipn.  He  concluded  by 
jnoving)  That  5,000,000/.  ue  raised  by  loans  on  excheqi^ef 
bills)  foe  the  service'  pf  the  ensubg  quarter.  This  yiQ9 
agreed  to.     Report  the  next  day*, 

yUBI.If   OFFICES  IN   inEliAND. 

Mr,  f it2gerald  gave  "notice  that  on  Wijdnesday  he 
iprould  move  that  the  judges  in  Ireland  should  be  directed 
jlo  make  returns  qf  the  emoluments  of  certain  offices  jn  that 
country,  for  the  information  pf  the  House.     Adjourned, 


HOUSE-OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,   F£B.  11. 

Lord  Somers  took  theiwtbs  and  his«eat  on  succeedmg 
to  the  title  on  the  death  of  his  father,  . 
.    The  malt  duty  bill  and.  the  pension,  &c.  duty  bill  were 
lead  a  third  lime  and  parsed,  ajid  a  messaj^eaent  to  the 
House  of  Conunons,  to  acquaint  them  therewith. 

Mr.  Baldwin  and  several  other  members  of  the  House  of 
Comnions  broagbt:  up  a  naiuralizatioa.  bill  letumed 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Graham  inspector  of  convicts,  piaeseiited  the  an^- 
uual  report  of  that  oificer  of  the  state  of  the  convicts  of 
l^orfsmouth  and  on*  the  Thames,  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
'«tt  the  table<-^Adjottmed^ 

House 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

•     TUESDAY,  FEB.    II. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  communicatecl  their  Lord- 
ihips'  assent  to  the  malt  duty  bill,  and  the  pensiofts^ 
sug&r,  tobacco,  and.siiuff  duty  bills.  '  *.        ' 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Folkstone  the  account  on  the 
table,  stating  the  progress  made,  by  (he  ^mmissioners  fyr 
.  reducing  die  National  debt  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  of 
Janoary  last,  iv^s  ordered  to  be  printed^ 

INDIA. 

tlrrd  Folkstane  adverted  to  the  notice  ^hich  had  been 
^yen  by  an  bohourable  gentleman  near  him  (Mr.  PauU)) 
with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  India,  andto  the  several  papers 
'wHich  that  honourable  gentleman  had  moved. for  prepara- 
tory to  his  intended  naotion.  But  in  additionto  the  papers 
on  the  table,  andithdse  ordered  to  be  kid  before  the  Honse, 
the  noble  lord  thought  the  .following  easentially  necessary 
to  a  thorough  investigation  and  fidTunderstandiag  of  the 
subject  to  wnich  they  referred;,  and  he  therefore  moved  for 
a  returia  of  the.officeup,  non-commission^  .pfiicers,  privates 
and  recnuts,  who  were  embarked  frgm-tbis  country  for 
India,  fjxvn  the  month  of  June,  1793^  upto  the  last  embar« 
kation;  and  also  of  those  who  have  returned  from.  India 
within  the  same'  peripd^  distinguishing^. each  year.— - 
Ordered. 

A  similar  account  for;  the  same  period  yns  ordered  of  the 
cadets  who  had  gone  out  and  rcturnad^  &c. 

Mr.  Pautt  movedvfor  an  account  ^of  the  quantity  of 
specie  and  bullion  which  had  been  exported  to  the  several 
presidencies  in  India  since  4he  year  J  797..;  ,^d  a^o  ^  ac^ 
count  ofthe  bills  of  exchange  drawn  from  thoi^e  predden- 
cies,  dilKtinguishing-  the  amount  to.  and  from  ^cfa-  presi* 
dency,  and  also  each  year.  •  ,     ,.    » 

Im^  Speaker  suggested  to  the  cpnsideration  ofthe  Bo- 
nouraBle  gentleman,  whether  it  wt>uld  not  be  more  rcj^ular 
to  givenotice  of  a  mqtioiuof  this  natun^  particularly  in  the 
thin  state  ofthe  House ;  because  if,  hereafter,  there  sliopld 
be  any  obj^ion  to  ibe  production  of  such,  an  account^ 
another  specific  motion,  must  be  made  to  expuag^  tj)j»  or- 
der. The  i^ht  honourable  gentleman  thought  it.his  duty 
to  submit  this  remark  to  the  Honourable  geatia^Wh  living 
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it  to  h»  ova4i8C|etiDii  to  determine  upon  wluit  qmtse  tQ 
punue. 

, '   In  consequence  of  tiita  snggcstioD^  Mr.  Pauli  gave  notice 
of  his  mc^on  for  the  next  day.  :..  i 

,  ANNUITIES.  '       • 

3/r.  Alexander  breast  up  the  teport  of  Lad  j  Tt'^l^on's 
•ennnity  Mlt,  yulMx  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
>  to  be  read  a  tbird  time  tbe  next  day. 

•Upon  tbe  report  of  Lord  CoUingwood*s  annuity  bill 
being  broi^ht  up^  .       * 

Lord  Castlereagk  said^  that  as  he  Was  the  porscm  i^ho  pre* 

sentcsd  hisMcyestyji  message  upon  this  ^ubjecU.  he,  thpugkt 

it  his  duty  to  state,  foKheconsideration  of  thellousc,  certain 

'  cireiiQistanoes  which  had  copie  to  tbe  kh^wledj^  of' the 

*  late  adroinistratiwi  ttiiipe  this  message  was  recominended, 

;  These  circumstteees  were. of  such  a.  nature  as  strod|g;r3r  to 

iH^  the  mmietir  of.reeonsidering  the  limitations 'c6n» 

'  -  tained  in  Uiis  Dill,  before  the  House.    Although  hk  ^^d  not 

SsA  hixnsdf  entiQed  to  expect  that  any  sn^'stibn  ^of  his 

Motidk  be  mucbiUtteded  toby  bis  Maj^fy^s  present  ibinis- 

teiv,  yet  irpoii  this  i^pcasioa  he  could  not  supoose  that  the 

gmtms  npoa  which   bis  suggestion  restco,  cduld  fail 

to  interest  nmt  consideration..  According  to  tbe.limita* 

'  tions  in  the  bill  before  the  House,  the  succession  ta  thelan- 

iittly  wis  settled  upon^tiie  two  next  male  heirs  of  Lord  Col- 

^fingwood.    Bat  it  appeared  that  thbnofale  lord  had  no 

«aialo  duldroD,  his  fiunily  consisting  merely  of  X^ady  CoU 

'^lingwood  «id  two  daughters ;  who,  in  the  event  of  that 

"galboit  officer's  death,  were  lilidiy  to  be  exposed  to  a  state 

'  of  distress,  whidi  no  dotrfit  it  would  be  the  most  anxious 

'  ^ish  of  that  House  and  the  country  to  prevent.    !With  a 

'  view  then  to  guard  a^inst  such  conseqi^ehoes,  and  ta 

afibfdaa  opportunity  odt' arranging  more  suitable  provision 

'for  the  fiumly  of  Lord  CoHinewoo^,  it  was  his  wish  to 

suspend  the  progress  of  this  bill  for  some  time.    He  there- 

'  lore  moved  that  thie  report  be  taken  into  consideration  on 

that  day  sc'anight. 

Mr  Spenter  Skmhope^  who  itated  tlmt  h^  had  long  bad 
tile  honour  of  lining  acquainted  with  Lord  CoUin^wogd 
'  and' his  ianily,  recommended  that  instead  of  the  Imiita* 
lions  at  present  in  the  bill,  it  should  be  arranged  thus— 
that  in  case  of  the  death  of  that  meritorious  officer,  lOMV.. 
a  }*ear  of  the  proposed  aaqaity  should  descend  to  his  wi* 
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cipwy  and  300/.  a  year  to  /each  ofhis  daiigb|ci3>iobe  held , 
^by  (hem  during  their  lives..    This  plan  would  be  infinitely 
niorr  suilsible  than  that  Which  the  bill'  conta^iedyaB  L<ird 
Colling  wood  was  not  likely  to  have  any  .more  ehijdrcn  ; ! 
and  suie  he  was  that  it  would  be  much  more  agreeable  to 
the  £in»ily  of  that  noble  lord,  and  of  course  to  the  filings 
oiTthat  noble  lord  himsclfl    It^ would, serve  to  relievCifnuch 
of  that  anxiety  who  must  naturally  arise  in  the  breast  af 
a.parpnt  which  is  daily  exposed  to  death  in  his  country's 
cause,  and'  who  must  be  sorelv  aiSicted  by  the  idea  that' 
hjis  death  would  leave  his  famuy  with  a  very  limited  pro- 
Vision.    Parliament^  the  honourable  niember  had  no  doubt,^ 
would  be  happy  and  prompt  to  lelease  the  feelings^  of  tiiat 
poble  lord  from  ^uch  an  afflicting  pnospeet*     ^ 

itff.  VansjUaH  felt  tbie  titmost  satisfaction  in  acceding  >o^ 
ivi^  P/oiiosittfjin  of  the  noble  lord,  and  he  Kad  not  the  least- 
dbtiDt  that  the  otijcctto  which  it  referred  would  •meetrwitU 
the  CullcstattcntioiiTroni  his  Maj(»ty>  -pijss^t  nuabtersJ 

.  They  would  of  course  not  fail  to  taw  care  that  the  family 
e^faa  officer  who  deserved  so  well' of  hU&xaiintryfshoula 
not  I^  left  without  an  adequate  prcrvisioii;. and.  with  that 
viQinf  H.  would  certainly  be  necessary  to  provide,v  that  in, 
£i.tlure  of  male  issue  the  proposed  anhnity.s^utti  devolve 
on  the  other  branches  of  the  noMe  lord^s  miiiity.    . .  •    . 

Admirat  Harxey  observed,  that  it  was  no  affiiiirof  his  tdl 
cpruider  with  what  the  annuity  mentioned  in  tha  ^UiOri^ 
ginatedr;)but  it  was  to  him  an  object  of 'the  mostjgerjood 
^ieitude,  that  such  nierit  aa  thiat  of  LordCiHlingwpocl 
should  not  go  unrewarded,  and -thatihe  .iamify/of  ^iftch  ^ 
uian  should  not  be  left  unprovided.  That  the  lailxir  was 
likely  to  be  the  case,  if  the  House  shbifkl  not  reconsidec 
thje'blj}  under  discu^ion,  he  very  «iii^  feaiied  w«^()Ui  too 
true. ,  Lord  Collingwood^'  he  knew,  wiys  not  a  man. of  par* 
i^omous  habits^  anH  he  rather  apprehended  that  J^c  had 

,  il^id^iid  provisioirfor  liis  chiklren. '  • 
*   Ijrttd  CastleiYiigVs  motion  was  a.ifrred  to^     .  .  - 

S?f  Pilchard  StracJiafi*s  annuity  bill  was  repotted,  and 
.<yrclercd  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day« .  -      ;.  . 
\  J^fr^  Alexander  brought  tip  the  roiiort  of  the  committee 

.  of  ways  and  meaa<?J  The  resolu^ioa  for  itn  isane  of  five 
Aiillions  in  exchequer  1)ills  was  read  and  agreed  to»  imd  a 

■    ViU  ordered.        ^     .      .  .  >        . 

^  ;  Dr.  DnigQSil  gavo  notice^  thai-  ftie.imild.  onJ&faMay 
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next  move  for  leave  to  bring  ill  A'tjill  to  infofce.the  rcsi- 
dienceof  the  ciergylnlVelancf.  .       '  ^. 

Mr*  Tierney  rose  to  revive  a  notfce,  Hf hich  ^  had  sqTk 
mitted  to  the  HduSe  kbove  two  years  ago.  He  said  that  he 
should  on  that  day  three  weeks  move'  for  leave  t6  I^Hng  in 
a  bill  for  the  jjurpose  of  removing  all  ddu^s'yith  i^Pfct 
to  the  law  which  apT)!ied  to  \h6  treating  at  elections.'  .  The 
reason  which,  ilrgccf  hhii  $o  lonjj  tq  i^elay.briWging  this 
subgeot  befot^  ttie  ^oiisc,  the  rigKt  honourable  gentleman 
Btat(»d  to  be,  that  ever  since  he  had  given  notice,  a  *}iuraber . 
of  election  petition^'Md  bcdrt*  gt^neraliy' bctbre  the  House, 
•*hich  in  most  da<;es  involved  this  qiiestjon.         '    • 

The  Islington  ^igBHtigbilW-as  read  a  second  iimc,  ^Ad 
ordered  to  be  committed.  *  *        '     *        .'  *  * 

'  New  writs  weVc.ordcrcd  foic  Wtltoit,  in'  the  room  of  Lot4 
Viscount  Rfzwillic^ifi,  who  has  accepted  the  stewapdjhTji  of ' 
.  £aM' Hundred  ;  and  tor  Haverfordwest,  in  room  of  tofd 
Kensington,  who  hfe  ,bcen  appointed  one  of  the  coifttmis- 
aOfiers  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral.       | 

Mr.  Vansittarf  moVed  for  an  account  of  the  number-  o€ 
vessels^  with  the  amount  of  their  tofinj^ge,  and  the  computed^ 
^alaeof  thelf  cargoes^  which  have  cleared  outwards  iand 
cittered  Inwards  at  aitjr  of  the  ports  on  the  western  coasts* 
of  Great  .Britain,'  tnfcluding  JLiverpbol,  to  or.from  ?uiV" 
port  on  the  continent  to  the  north  Or  north-east  of  HoIIaba, 
lor  Jfve  yeai's^  ending  *ihe  31st  of  January,  1793 ;  and  also' 
for  fiveyears^  ^^^^^g  tbe  Slst  of  Janiiarj^  1806.-;-Qrdcred. 
I  *  A'  siniilar  acfcoilnt'  was  orSeted  "fdr  ttie  ports  on  the 
iiorthern  cotigt  of  Great  Britain  j'  including  LyrocB^s  ; 
and  also  for  the  iiorthern  coast  of  Ireland,  including  Dub- 
lin andSligo.  '  •  .  n',  .  °  . 
'^  Mr.  (THari  moVdd  for  an  acpourit  of  tl^e  tot^lof  the 
imports  and  e^^ports  of  Great  Britath,  according  to  their 
^ealyaliie,  'for  the  years   1800-1-9-3-4  and  I,  distin- 

Siishing  each  year,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  halanoe.- 
rderen  ;  as  was  also  a  similar  account  for  Ireland. 
The  inspector  of  convicts  presented  h^  annual  accoiuit, 
which  was  ordjrfred  to  lie  on  the  table.-r Adjourned.'      ;  • 

,    "  .  HQll^feE  OF  LbRbs. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEB.  12.  . 

hflie  rdyal  ariserit'  wa^ 'given  by  eommi^sion  to  the  malt 
'ditfy  biU,  the  pension,  &c.  dttty  bill,  and  a  naturalizatioa 
bilL 
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The  cbtamlsstoners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor^  EarL 
Spencer,  and  Lord  Walsingham. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad,  Mr.  Saville,  and  several  other  menii* 
bers  of  the  House  of  Commons,  brought  up  a  bill  for* 
indemnifying  persons  giving  evidence  on  the  impeadi* 
ment  of  Lora  Viscount  Melville  from  any  civil  process  ia 
Gonse^uenfceofsuch  evidence,  and  an  inclosure  mlt/whioh 
were  severally  read  a  first  time.  The  former  bill  was,  oa 
the  motion  of  Lord  Holland,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Adjoonied. 

HOUS5  OF  COMMONS. 

,     WEDNESDAY,  FEBi  12, 

Mr.  Rickraan  presented,  pursuant  to  act  of  parVamenf , 
the  certificate  of  the  commissioners  for  regulating  the  offices 
of  tile  Hotte  of  Commons. 

'  The  i%ht  honourable  Lord  Henry  Petty,  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  and  the  right  hoii.  Uhatles  Long,  tbekthe 
eaiha and  their  seats.    :'  i 

Mn  Johnson^  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  of  Ire* 
ftmd,  presented*  an  account  of  .receipts  and  disburse* 
ments  by  the  commissioners  of  accounts  in  Ireland,,  for  ono 
year,  eming  5tlr  of  January  la^,  together  with  .a  va« 
lietyof  other  accounf^^< which  were  ordered  to'  lie  on  ilm 
tablcv 

Onihe  motion  of  Sir  J.  Newport,  .these  papers  were 
ordered  to'  be  printed.  He  stated  /that,  though  VQlumi*" 
nous,  it  was  virtually  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  .Ireland 
that  the  cohtenis  of  these-papers  should  be  joiown.. 

Mn   Alderman  iCkmib^  brought  ufo  the  report  of  the  * 
cotmnittee  appointed    to  consider  of,  the  propriety ^. of 
vaii5ing"4iii  addftfonfal  turn  to  cbtnpleie  the  workhavse 
of  St.'^pulchfe's parish,  and  obtained  leave/ td  bring  in 
a  bilUittoordimlyj    *  .  •':>.*     . . 

Mr.  James  Fitzgerald  obtained  leave  to.  bring  Jnia.bitf 
for  Tendering  more  easy  'the  obtainiiig  of  the  paititiM  or 
binds  juhgect  to  rights  of  common  in  Ireland ; 

Be  also  moved  that  there  be  laid. bcfiore  the  House,  the 
certificates  appointed  by  the  act  of  the  43d  of  the  King^ 
to  be  raedeby  the  ofaieFjbstice  of  the  Kisrg's  Bencli,  mas- 
ter Bf^the  rolls,  and>  chief  justice  of  the  CiomaBonPleii^  in 
lidaiid,  a&  totfae  kkDwA  of:  th/t  toes  payable  to  the  peis 
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slH»  holflifig  4he  dUri^i^d^  oflicos  in,  the  cxdieqiier  Mof  Jre* 
land.     His  object  ill  making  the  n«[>tion  was  to  put  Ibc:^ 
U^i«0  in  possoiifiioit  (if  the  r^  sta,tc  of  the  patronage  of 
Dio»(^  i^HiiXHi.    Onlcrfi^.  . 

.  On  ihe  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbrcad,  Lord  JVIclviUo^s-  iqa,- 
yeachmeiit  itulivnnit>f  bill  was  read  a- third  \\w^^  pfissed^i 

Jnd  4Kdered  to  be  carried  I|y  Mr. .  Whitbreafd  to-  tjbe 
4Qrd»* 

]\fr.  Quaroie^  df  piily.ii4ier.of  the  bl9ckT0(I>ia]Mpc»»d  at^ 
the  bar^  and  desired  the  attendance  of  that^.h^iKN^ml^lc 
Hoii&e  in  the  If  ouse  of  Peers,  to.hcar  the  royal  assent  given 
by  commkisioR  to  certain  public  And  private  bills.  On  his 
letnrn  the  Speat^  stilted  that  he  hafl  Vchrd  his  Majesty's 
HsM'nt  given  to  the  laad  and  malt,  and  pension  duty  biils> 
and  to  a  imtttralnBition  WIL 

Air*  Kiidl  tlien  movaU  that  the  airtt  of  the  23d  o^  the 
Kinij,  relative  to  the  debt  of  the  Bast  Iitdia  C<ii»fMiy;»tt& 
fcadv  ndiicK. being  done,  after aft^  tanarks>mf  the  vMu^ 
IboriMid  inoreaso  of  that  debt,'  he  moved  for  are^m  oi^tbo 
•pecie  and  bnlHon  exported  from  this  ooantry  to  tlmi>'diff« 
timtxt  picstdcncibi,  trom  the  year  IT97'  -to  llie  latest*  pe- 
jrto^'  sfleclfyiffi^  theamdunt  exported  in^ench  ^reirj^^aftcl 
«i«lrprc!<idency.  '     *     '    • 

•Aft.  Vansittart  submitted' to.  the  hon;  meiDber^  i£it 
Might  not  bo  pro)ier  fiir.  biiti'  to  withdraw  Iris  mpiimx  fer 
the  pres(*nt,  that  an  lionourable  friend  of  his,  now.  Ms« 
eitflit^cHn*  the  affair^  M-Iridi  who  had  not*  boen  long)  m 
lila/iT'^  but whusr  wish  ^was  to^gtve  ev^ry sattsfartioni  mn^tho 
Mibjbct^  miglit  Jiavc  mr  opportunity  of^eonsideriftg  h^w 
iar  t  he  prraent  radt  !dn  oi^giit  to  be  c<implied  witfi .  • 
*  'Mn  Ki^labo  alluded  torn  proVtsioti  m  the  .act,  |M>iiit- 
iRgout.to  tl|e  eoaipiiny  V  that  in  oaseof  any  distfesa^nllie 
statD  of  ibeir  Ananfe^  they  dioiiM  i^hmittbesaine  40  Ae 
abiQidoUoor'oftiie  JBsdidquer.;  attil  cxpn^ased  a  4i«i)e*  thft( 
satisfaction  should  be  given,  whether  sueboommiw^ 
ttbBibcf!nmmfe«  -  y.   i    •-* 

Mr.  Vaiisittart  iaid,  if  the  hon.  member  slKmhl  Aid  it 
necessary,  he^  could  at  the  time  when 'the  uttieritiotkm 
'itiight  come  'to)  be  niade,   make  a  iMtioa-  tb  tliat  elBcci 

-    Mr.'l^iiin  IheK  tiSBbtA  to  wtthdm^hb  oiiotkm^;  • 

Mn  firoivn  tnovin'  fivr  an  ficC|buiil»'ofi  tfie  dili^kBlitt  i;on^ 
4nicti  mad&hy  the  vidtoaUii^  IsoaiidiQl^piarHs^^lbrf tliit^ 
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oi^  ttie  navj,  from  the  year  1793,  distihguislittig  f6ose  fir 
ferrigti  brandy,  and  for  pfamtation  mm'. 

Mr.  Yafiiiltot  brongliC  in  the  9,^60^000  fi^lieqiser 
UUh  bill^  vflkich  was  read  a  first  time  aad  ardttmd^^ke 
read  a  second  time  thenext  day,  ,  ^  ,- 

iiftdy  Nelson's  annuity  bill,  and  Sir  ^R.8traehliii'«  lift- 
ntiiiy  bit),  were  fead  a  thiid  time,.pa88ed,  und  ordered  to 
be  carried  to  the  Lords. 

'     ^Phe*  ^ikfr  orders  of  t}i^  day  were  then  read,*  and  ihm 
House  adjoiimedv  ^ 

ill  I     1^      I 

HOUSE  pF  LORD& 

THURSDAY,.FEB.  IS. 

Loi$3  Holland  amoved  that  the  impeachment  wijf^rsiei 
.in^lnwHv  hiU  «hpu}d  be  read  a  secopd^tioie  o^  Mjiififii^f 
Miithat the Lor4$ be.summoned  for th^Jt^cj^y.      .,,  ' ,  .^ 

Lord  Uw>k€»burj/,  did  not  m^safi  to  PpRju^^^P^  ,liMJ|Mi 
frtade  by  hk  noble  friend ;  he  .^ly  Wisnea  tot  c^tt.  ^ 
aitaition  of  the  House  to  this  bill,  Che  object  .pf.whic^\it 
would  be  lecoUecM  by  their  lordships,  ouide  pari,  of.  m 
bill  which  was;. before  the  House  last. session,  an4  wwt  jto 
indenuii6r  personsgii^u  evident  W  ^^^  imp^a^ttinit  of 
Jbiool  ])feiTiUe,  from  both  criminal  pCDsocutioi)|ii  andrpinl 
wooesaes  ia  ccmsequence  of  ^ch  endenoe*  ^mc  UoAbts, 
>&eireVeiF,-  then  anose  wilh  respect  to  the  inclemnigfi^ajUQa 
firovi  cral  process,  and  onj[y  ttie  infle^nnity  from.cnp(iiiial 
pioseci^ns  was  agreed  to.  With  lespcct  to  the  ciy it 
indemnity,  certain  questions  were  re&rrect'  to  ^be  Jud^^ 
Willi  a*y«sw  of  ascertaining  whether  person^  were  k^firtJiy 
juslifodin  refusing  4o  answer  <mest]/(»^,  the  rcsmt.jof 
wliicb  might  subject  them  to  a  gim^it. ,  Their  Iprd^h^ 
*'ill9ei^'4iware  that  a  pi;progatioa  paving:  inter v^ncg,  tpe 
jud^dJd.AOtcpficeite  tJiat  there^  w  quc^tio|is  npw 

regobrly  before  them  to  which  they  wcrc!  palled  .Jiptnv  to 
gi^4il  aniwer.  Thesubjfct,  however,  wJ^ich  Wjs  mv/nv«i 
i»  tliosa^iMesUons^  he  cctasiderod p  be  of  im^rtonce,  and 
lie  siiggeited  whether  it  wp^ld  not  now^bc  advjiseable  to  r^fer 
similar  epiestkins  to  the  judges,  for  the  bpinious  of  that 
learned  body,  beft^re  |bey  prpceeded  upon  the  bill?  . 
V .  .Xtfd  jyMfMdbsMdrbe  did  not  t))bf]ect  to  the  proceeding 
propqeed  by  th«  a^k  lords  but  ai^  there  was  m  obvhAis 

necessity 
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-i]^oes8i(j4hat  their  lordships  should  diher  paas  or  re^ct 

the  bill  now  before  ibem,  without  loss,  of  time,  his  uot^e 

friend  would  be  aware  of  the   necessity  of  having  the 

-  opinions  of  the  jndges  as  speedily  asl  po^le.    The  ear- 

:  iiest  di^  that  could  be n^med  would>  he oonccived,  be. the 

most  adviseable,  to  be  appointed  for  the^ttendance  of  the 

.  jud^,  in  order  thkt  thmMdstups  might,  without  delay, 

,  proceed  upoj|i  the  bill,,  and  either  agree  to  its  provisions^ 

or  finally  rejeet  it. 

lift'  After  a  few  words  interchanged  between  Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  and  Lord  Holland,  respecting  the  time  to  be  ap- 

Kinted,  it  vnis  ordered  that  the  judges  should  attend  on 
onday,  for  Uie  purpose  pf  then  referring  to  them  certain 
questions. 
The  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  also  fixed  for  Mon* 
.  day^. for  which  day  Uie  Lords,  were  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned* .      » 

Mr.  Alexander  aiid  several  other  members  of  the  Hotise 
of  Conimons,  brought  up  LadyViscountess  Nelson*s  and  Sir 
'  R.  Strachan*8  annuity  bills,  whic|i  were  sevcra^y  tead 
a  lirst'  time.     Adjdumed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TltURSDAT,  FEB.  13. 

J.  F.  Fym,  and  G.  B.  Mainwarin^,  Esmrs.  took  the 
oaths  and  their  s^ts  for  the  counties  of  jBedibrd  and 


On  the  mbtbn  of  Mr.  Hurst,  p  new  writ  was  ordered  for 
Steyning  in  Sussex,  in  the  room  of  the  rigitt  honourable 
Charles  Augustus  Bennett,  commonly  callra  IiordOssuIs^ 
ton,  who,  since  his  election,  had  accepted  of  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  his  Majesty's  household. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  L.  Dundas,  a  new  writ  was  ordered 
for  Richmond  in  Yorkshire,  in  the  room  of  the  honoumble 
G.  H.  L.  Dundas,  who  since  his  election  had  accepted  of 
the  office  of  steward  of  the  chiltem  hundreds.    . 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Yansittart,  a  new  writ  was  ordei^ 
to  be  issued  for  Cashdl  in  Ireland,  in  the  room  of  the 
right  honourable  William  Wickham,  appointed  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  treasury ;  and  for  W  areham  in  Donet- 
shire,  in  the  room  of  J.  Calcraf^  Esq*  appointed  dak  to 
the  board  of  ordnance. 

Oa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


F£^.  I4.j  miSCELtANEOtrS.  133 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Creevey,  the  name  of  Lord 
Ufinrjr  Petty  was  ordered  to  stand  as  one  of  the  committee 
for  managing  the  impeachment  against  Lord  Viscount 
Melville. 

Mr.  Perceval' presented  a  petition  .from  the  debtors  oon« 
fined  in  the  jail  of  Northampton,  praying  relief. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  H.  Pen  Wyndham  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  prisoners  in  Fisherton  in  Wiltshire,  which  was 
also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Admiral  Berkeley  presented  a  petition  from  the  cloth- 
weavers  of  the  county  of  Gloucester.  After  what  had  passed 
in  the  course  of  the  Wo  preceding  sessions,  the.  honourable 
admiral  stated,  tliat  he  hoped  it  would  have  been  in  his 
power  to  have  presented  a  petition  of  a  difierent  com- 
plexion firom  that  which  he  held  in  his  hand  ;  and  diat 
some  conciliatory  measures  would  have  been  adopted  be- 
tween the  masters  and  journeymen,  which  would  have 
rendered  any  farther  interference  of  the  legislature  unne- 
cessary,    no  was  sorry  to  say  the  petition  he  now  pre- 
sented shewed  that  no  such  accommodation  had   taken 
place.     He  was  happy  to  think,  however,  that  this  had 
not  bjcn  owing  to  any  unaccommodating  spirit  on  the  part 
of  the  petitioners,  which  were  solely  composed  of  weavers, 
and  in  no  instance  of  that  class  which  insisted  on  the  de- 
rtmction  of  the  machinery. 
The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  Newport,  the  returns  of  non- 
residents in  Ireland  moved  for  on  the  5th  of  June  last 
were  ordered  to  be  made  forthwith . 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LOKDS. 

PKIDAY,  .PEB.    14. 

The  bills  for  granting  annuities  to  Lady  Viscountess  Nel- 
son, and  Sir  llidiard  Strachan,  were  read  a  second  tiAie,  and 
committed  for  Monday.     Adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FHIDAY,    FKB.   14. 

Mr.  John  Lajoiiclie  presented  a  petition  from  the  delators 
confined  in  the  Mrirsllalsea  jail  of  the  city  of  DubUn>  pray- 
ing for  relief.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

YoL.  1.  1805.6.  X         .  Mr. 
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Mr.  ?atiU  gSLrC'ii6tice  that  be  irould,  on  Wednesday 
next,  shmv  from  Ihe  papers  velative  to-  the  bullion  and 
specie  exported  from  this  conotry  io  India,  for  which  ho 
had  formerly  moved,  whether  the  act  of  the  3od  of  tlie^ 
King  had,  or  had  not,  been  violated.  The  sections  of  the 
act  to  which  he  would  particularly,  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houj^^c,  were  those  from  the  14t)k  to  the  19th.  The  notice 
was  entered  as  usual. 

:  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Yansittart,  the  exchequer-bills 
bill  was  committed.  Report  the  next  day. 
'  Oh  the*  motion  of  Mr.  George  Walpole,  a  new  writ  was 
directed  to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve 
for  J^ichfield,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Anson,  Esq.  now 
Lord  Anson,  called  to  the  House  of  Peers. 
•  On  ihe  motion' of  Mr.  Hurst,  a  new  writ  wi|s  ordered  to 
he  i&stied  for  the  election  of  a  member  to  scrvie  for  the  bo- 
Touffh  of  Slryninjr,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  in  the  room 
of  James  Martin  Lloyd,  Esq.  who  since  his  election  had 
accepted  the  stewardship  of  (he  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

Tne  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  read..    Acijoumcd. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAY,    FEB.  17. 

The  solicitoT-sreneral  (Mr.  Romilly)  and  Mr.  Richards 
were  heard  on  behalf  of  the  appellnnt,  in  an  appeal  from 
the  coqrt  of  'chancer^-,  the  Countess  Uowacrer  of  Lincoln 
against  the  Duke  of  IScwcastle,  after  wliich  ihc  further  coiw 
sideration  was  postponed  ttil  the  next  day. 

Lady  Viscountess  Nelson's  and  Sir  liichard  Ptrachan's 
annuity-bills  passed  through  committees,  and  were  re- 
X)orted.  ' 

IMPEACHMENT   WITNESSES   I\J)EMN1TY    BILL. 

-  On  thfi  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  above  bill,  and  for  tlie  attcudance  of  the  judges 
(who  were  Jill  present). 

Lord  Eldon  adverted  to  the  bill  which  was  before  the 
House  last  session,  2uid  which  embraced  the  same  object 
as  the  bill  now  under  their  consideration.  He  at  that 
time  call^  the  serious  attention  of  their  lordships  to  the 
bill,  which  he  considered  to  be  in  the  nature  of  an  tx  post^ 
facto  law;  and  he  then  proposed  certain  questions  to  Ix*  put 
to  the  judges,  in  order  that  there  might  be  a  clear  under- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


:F«B  17.]  IMPE'ACHMEOT  WITKESSES.  IHDBJfNlTT  BILL.  155 

standing  as  to  the  nature  of  tlio  law  upon  tlie  snbjcct.  He 
now  rr>se  to  propose,  that  similar  questions  should  be 
pnt  to  the  judges,  with  the  same  view.  Ife  coukl  not  hcLp^ 
however,  observing,  that  the  principle  attei»ptcd  to  h6 
established  by  the  present  bill,  was  one  which  demanded 
the  most  serious  consideration  of  their  lord&faips,  was  one 
for  not  guarding  against  the  introduction  of  which  they 
ini(!:ht  deserve  tlW  reproachoji  of  posterity-  The  bill  ex^ 
pressed  doubts  as  to  the  liability  of  a  witness  to  answer  a 
question,  the  answer  to  which  mi^ht  involve  him  in  a  civil 
suit:  he  could  only  say,  that  he  had  been  thirtv  years  in  tha 
profession  of  the  law,  as  counsel,  and  in  a  judicial  charac^ 
ter^  and  it  was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  that  there  wa« 
any  doubt  npon  the  subject,  altliough  he 'was  aware  that 
tipon  this  point  a  high  legal  authority  wa$  against  him; 
He  wished,  however,  their  lordshipt  to  be  fully  awurc  of 
the  nature  of  the  bill  *,  which  went,  asitmighi.lmppen,  to 
give  pcTsons  sums  of  money  (tor  it  was  tlie^sauic  thin/^ 
whether  the  money  was  actually  given,  at  whetiiier  they 
were  freed  from  any  process  for  a  sum  of  nvMicy  datmed 
by  the  public)  for  giving  evidence  at  their-lofdnhips'  bar  : 
and  not  only  were  such  ]x?rsons,on  that  account^ discharged 
from  any  process  on  account  of  delMs  dueto  tbexjrown,  but 
from  any  process  on  account  of  debts  due  by  them  to  iftfc 
dividuals,  according  to  the  ^^^dg  of  the  aet,  ^*  any  other 
person  or  persons. '*  He  saw  so  mwy  objections  to  the  biU^ 
that  he  could  not  help  reciirring^to  the  admirable  speech  of 
Lord  Hardwicke^  upon  a  bill  of  a  similar  nature,  which 
was  before  the  House  in  the  fmf  1742,  and  to  which  he  hiid 
referred  last  session';  whetf  that  great  man  couclu<lcd  hrs 
f»peech  by  observing,  that  ho  Mould  much  ratlior  be  the 
object  of  such  a  bill,  thati  the  author  of  It.  His  lordship 
concluded  by  moving  to  refer  to  the  judges  ti)r  their  opinion, 
three  questions,  varying  in  terms ;  theobjcct  of  which  was 
to  ascertain^  whether  according  to  law,  a  witness  liixd  a 
right  to  demur  to  the  answering  any  cfuestion,  relevant  to 
the  subject  under  invest ifi:ution,  the  an»w-er  to  which  might 
tend  to  acknowledge  a  debt  rccovenibie  by  civil  process  ? 
or  which  might  render  him  lii>Wc  to  civil  process  generally? 
or  which  might  render  him  liable  to  ctvil  jhrtcess  at  the  suit 
of  the  crdwn,  for  the  profits  of  any  public  money  converted 
to  his  own  use? 

^  Lord  Holland  tvould  not  now  comntent  upon  the  objec- 
tions made  to  the  bill  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  at^'this 
X  2   ,  wag 
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was  not  the  pro^  time  for  discussing  tbe  bill.  He  could 
not  hclp9  however,  observing  upon  one  point  urged  by  tbe 
noble  i^id  learned  lord,  in  which  be  thought  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  was  not  borne  out  by  the  words  of  the  bill.  He 
did  not  conceive  that  there  was  any  provision  in  the  bill 
which  could  authorize  the  construction,  that  a  witness  giv- 
ing evidence  under  the  sanction  of  its  provisions  would  be 
thereby  exonerated  not  merely  from  civil  process  on  account 
of  the  application  of  public  money,  but  also  on  account  of 
debts  due  from  such  witness  to  private  individuals.  On  the 
contrary,  he  conceived  the  bill  to  apply  solely  in  its  enact- 
ments,  as  it  certainly  did  in  intoniton,  to  the  discharging 
such  witness  from  process  on  account  of  public  money. 

Liord  Eldon  admitted  that  tbe  bill  did  not  apply  to 
merely  private  debts.  He,  however,  wished  to  put  the 
case  of  transactions  arising  originally  out  pf  the  employ- 
ment .of  puUic  money >  becoming  so  far  trans^ictions  be- 
tween individuals  as  to  give  rise  to  debts  which  could 
only  be  a  subject  of  contention  between  those  individuals  by 
Mhom  and  to  whom  they  were  contracted. 

After  sosiic  further  explanation  between  Lord  Eldon  and 
Xord  Hdlam),  the  questions  were  referred  to  the  judges, 
who  requested  lime  till  Thursday  se'nnigbt  to  consider  of 
them. 

Ijord  Holland expressioA  A  vfhli  tliat  an  earlier  day  might 
Jbe  appointed  for  the  judges  to  deliver  their  opinion;  which 
he  thought  would  be  practicable,  as  questions  similar  to  the 
present  were  referred  to  the  learned  judges  last  session. 

The  Lord  Chavcellor  said  that  the  delay  asked  by  the 
judges  was,  he  conceived,  no  more  tlmn  oiH^it  fairly  to  be 
allowed,  considering  the  variety  of  avocations  by  which 
the'r  time  would  in  tlie  mean  while  be  occupietl.  The 
session  at  the  Old  Bailey  would  intervene,  which  would  ne- 
cessarily employ  the  time  of  some  of  the  learned  judges  ; 
and  upon  questions  of  such  importance  as  these,  they 
would  naturally  wish  to  deliberate  upon  them  when  all  of 
them  were  present.  He  said  thiij  merely  to  shew  that  it 
was  the  other  avocations  of  the  judges  which  prevented  an 
earlier  day  from  being  fixed. 

It  was  then  orderra,  that  the  judges  should  attend  on 
'  Thursday  se'nm'ght,  to  which  day  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill  was  postponed,  and  the  lords  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned for  that  day,  .  . 

Lord  Eldon  6aia>  that  he  should. attend  in  his  place  the 
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next  day,  to  give  notice  of  a  subsequent  day  on  ivhicli  ho 
Ishould  move  tor  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  searcb 
for  precedents  with  respect  to  bills  of  indemnity; 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

MONDAY,  FEB.  17. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Francis,  a  new  writ  ww  ordered 
for  Appleby,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Court  nay,  who  has  been 
appointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasuiy.  And  a  new 
writ  was  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  role  Carew,  for 
"Worcestershire,  in  room  of  William  Lygon,  Esq.  now  lord 
Beauchamp. 

Mr.  Fox  was  introduced  by  Lord  Henry  Petty  and  Mn 
Whitbrcad,  and  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

Sir  Philip  Steplicns  presented,  pursuant  to  ord<?r,  an 
accoimt  of  tne  contracts  for  spirits,  with  the  terms,  &c.  for 
a  certain  time.  Ordered  to  He  on  the  table,  and  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Brooke  to  be  printed. 

A  bill  for  erecting  a  wprkhouse,  and  making  certain 
arrangements  with  respect  to  the  poor,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Sepulchre,  was  brought  in  by  Sir  John  Anderson,  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Leigh  moved,  that  tlicrc  should  be  laid  before  the 
House  an  account  of  the  amount  of  writs  issued  from  the 
courts  of  King^s  Bench  and  Common  Picas  in  Ireland,  for 
the  four  last  years,  dbtinguishing  the  number  of  writ* 
issued  from  each  court  in  each  year.  ,  The  honourable 
member  stated  this  account  to  be  necessary,  preparatory 
to  a  motion  which  he  meant  to  submit  to  the  House.  This 
motion  would  be,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  similar  to 
that  which  he  had  brought  forward  two  years  ago,  for  the 
purpose  of  altering  the  arrangement  which  at  present 
existed  with  respect  to  the  courts  of  law  in  Ireland. 

The  Speaker  reminded  the  honourable  member,  tliat 
according  to  custom,  when  any  motion  was  likely  to  bo 
objected  to,  previous  notice  should  be  given  of  its  intro- 
duction. 

Mr.    Leigh   observed,    that   there  was  no   object io» 
whatever  to  this  motioji.     It  was  accordingly  put  and 
agreed  to. 
The  CbaaceUor  of  the  Exchequer  rose  to  give  notice, 

in 
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ia  order  to  prevent  inconvenience,  and  guard  against  sur- 
prises, that  he  would  the  next  day  move  an  adjimrnment 
until  Monday. next,  on  vthich  day  it  was  his  intention  ta 
move  for  the  revival  of  the  committee  to  investigate  the 
joint  account  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

THE   UNION, 

Mr.  Alexander  expressed  a  wish  that  the  right  hononr- 
-  obk  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  would  have  the  ffoodness  again 
to  stale  the  tenor  of  his  opinion  with  regard  to  the  union 
tkith  Ireland ;  as,  in  consequence  of  the  rumours  which 
Jiad  gone  abroad,  respecting  his  observations  upon  this 
subject  on  a  former  evening  (upon  the  discussion  relative  to 
8  monument  to  the  memory  of  Lord  Corn wallis),  great 
agitation  and  uueasmrss  had  been  excited.  The  right  ho- 
iietirat)fe  gentleman  s  farther  explanation  of  his  object  was 
iTtcrefore  necessary  to  afford  satisfaction  in  ihany  quar- 
terB. 

The  Speaker  ol>seTved,  that  aiiy  rcfferenee  to  Words 
uttered  in  a  former  debate  w.is  irregular.  Upon  this  point, 
however,,  any  member  might  exercise  Bis  own  discretion^ 
hni  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  that  the  reference  he  alluded 
to  would  lie  wholly  irregular. 

-  Mr.  Alexander  was  aware  of  the  irregularity,  but  the 
object  in  view  was  of  much. consequence*,  and  he  should 
take  it  a»  k  favour  to  have  the  explanation  required. 

JIfr.  Far.  r  feel  an  apology  to  tlie  House  necessa^ 
ry  for  saying  any,  thing  fiirther  upon  this  subject.  I 
Jliought  that  the  words  I  Tjefore  iised^  connected  with 
it,  were  perfectly  clear  and  explicit.  When  the  mo- 
ticm  was  before  the  House  for  rendering  honours  to  the 
memory  of  Marquis  Corn  wall  is,  an  ^honourable  member 
.  (Mr.  (VHara)  slated,  that  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his 
mind  io  support  the  motion,  because  he  disapproved  of 
the  union,  which  was  carried  while  that  noble  Marquis 
was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  because  he  was  ap- 
prehensive that  from  such  support  he  might  be  supposed  to 
'  a  pprove  of  that  measure.  I  was  however  disposed  to  vote 
for  the  motion,  because  I  felt  the  proposed  honours  to  be 
higldy  deserved  ;  but  yet  I  was  extremeljr  im willing  to  da 
any  thing  wbicli  might  be  conceived  to  imply  an  appro- 
bation of  the  union.  I  did,  therefore,  distinctly  express 
my  disapprobation  of  that  measure,  and  particularly  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried ;  and  farther,  that  my 
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respect  for  tlie  character  and  merit  of  Lor4  ComwalUs  did 
not  at  all  proceed  frcmi  liis  conoeni  ia  that  tran^action<r 
This  1 2^tatcd  to  the  House  on  the  occasion  allnded  to — ^bat 
I  did  not  say  one  word  prospectively.  At  the  time,  indeed, 
that  the  union  vras  under  discussion/  I  objected  io  it-*-«in(l 
I  still  retain  that  objection ;  for  I  have  never  heard  gnj 
thing  to  convince  me  that  the  grounds  of  my  opiniomvere 
erroneous*  I  have  always  thought  it  a  bad  measttre-i-but 
there  are  bad  measures  which  cannot  well  be  repealed  ; 
and  if  ever  there  was  a  measure,  the  enactment  of  which  is- 
not  connected  with  its  repeal,  it  is  precisely  this  ihoorr^ 
porative  union;  for  however  objectionable  the  manner, 
under  all  the  circumstances  in  wnich  it  was  carried,  it  is 
impossible  to  remedy  these  objections  by  a  repeal. 

Ordered  oirthe  motion  of  Mr.  Loveden,  that  the  papers 
on  the  table  relative  to  the  South  Sea  Company  should  be 
printed. 

Dr.  I>uignan  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  leave 
to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  enforce  the  residence  of  the  clergy  oa 
their  benefices  in  Irclaml.  The  lc<'irned  gentleman  sub- 
mitted his  motion  vat  hout  any  comment  whatever.  But  upoft 

The  Speaker  sugircsting  that  it  was  customary  for  any 
gentleman  who  mo\:(*d  for  leave  to  bring. in  a  bill,  to  state 
Uie  reasons  upon  which  his  proposition  was  grounded, — 

The  learneil  Dootor  ngain  rose,  and  stat^ed  that  his  rea- 
sons were  preciselv  the  same  as  those  which  Ijidtieed  the 
adoption  of  a  simitar  measure  in  tliis  country,  and  there- 
fore he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  trespass  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  by  repeating  them. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

TJie  five  milliofis  excheifuer  bills  bill  was  read  ft  third 
time,  ])assed,  and  bont  to  the  Lords. 

The  bill  for  ascertaining  the  jMjIulation  of  IrelamI  was 
broiight  in  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  raid  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  on  the  third  of  April,  and  to  be 
printed. 

A  bill  for  more  easily  obt<'iining  the  partition  or  inclor 
sure  of  land  in  Ireland,  was  brought  in  by  the  same  right 
honourable  gentleman,  read  a  tinit^  and  ordered  to  be  rea4 
a  second  time  the  next  day. 

Oil  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alexander,  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  usual  indemnity  officers^  qualification  bill. 

Tb^conunitt^f^p/ supply  %i)d  way$and  mean«  were  post^ 
poned  till  Monday  next.     Adjourned.  ..        .    , . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


160         '    TUB  l^ABliAMENTARY  Register.         [coat^ 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    FEB.    18* 

Tkeir  Lordships  proceeded  further  in  the  appeal,  the 
countess  dowager  of  Lincoln  ai^inst  the  duke  of  Ncw- 
^castle.  The  Attorney  General  (Mr.  Pigott)  and  Mr.  Per- 
ceval were  beard  on  behalf  of  the  respondent)  after  which 
Ibe  furtibercofisideration  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Lady  Viscountess  Nelson's  and  Sir  Richard  Srachan's 
annuity  bills  were  read  /a  third  time  and  passed ;  and  a 
message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of-ComnKRis,  to 
acquaint  them  therewith. 

Mr.  Alexander  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  exchequer  bills  bill,  ai^d  a 
•road  bUl,  which  were  severally  read  a  first  time. 

Lord  JEldongave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Monday  next. 
move  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  search  for  ana 
report  precedent  of  the  proceedings  of  that  House  ou  bilb 
ibr  indemnifying  witnesses  a(2^ain$t.  the  consequences  of 
their  evidence.    Adjourned  till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   FEB.    IS. 

•  Sir  Martin  Folkes  presented  a  petition  from  the  parish 
of  St.  Mary-le-bone,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  addi- 
tional force  act.  The  petition  stated  that  the  number  of 
men  stipulated  by  the  act  to  be  raised  by  that  parish  was 
225 ;  and  that  it  being  totally  impossible  to  furnish  any 
thing  like  the  number,  penalties  to  the  amount  of  4,500/. 
had  been  incurred. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.      ^ 
On  tne  motion  of  Lord  George  Cavendish  a  new  writ 
was  ordered  for  Enaresborough,  in  the  room  6f  Lord  J* 
TownsKend,  who  had  accepted  of  the  office  of  joint-pay- 
master of  the  forces. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Creevey  a  similar  writ  was  ordered 
for  Aldeburgh,  in  Suffolk,  in  room  of  J,  M'Mahou,  Esq. 
appointed  principal  storekeeper  to  the  ordnance. 

•  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  a  similar  writ  was  or- 
dcned  for  the  city  of  Watertbrd  ;  in  the  room  of  Sir  .John 
Newport,  who  had  accepted  of  the  office  of  steward  of  the 
Chiltcrn  Hundreds. 

And, 
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And,  on  tlic  motion  of  Mr.  Whilbread,  a  hew  writ  was 
Ordered  for  the  town  of  Stafford,  in  the  room  ofthcrjght 
lionourable  U.  B.  Slieridan,  who  since  his  election  had  a<;- 
cepted  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  navy. 

On  the  motion  of  IVf  r;  W.  Smith,  the  Dedn  of  Raphe* 
was  appointed  to  preach  before  the  House  ob  thoS6tli  ins<* 
being  iLcdajr  fixcclon  for  a  public  fait. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners  for^  paving,  lighljii^, 
&c.  the  streets  of  Dublin,  was  ordered  to  be  printed.   * 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  in  the  annual  itidcranity  qualifi- 
cation bill^  which  was  read  a  first  tinje,  and  Orderea  to  Q^ 
read  a  second  time  on  Monday  rcxt. 

Mr.  PaUllrenewed  his  notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  bul- 
lion exported  (o  the  East-Indies,  for  Tuesday 'ncxjt.  ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hioved,  that  the  Hous^e 
at  its  rising  do  adjourn  till  Monday  next.  .  '* ";, 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  said,  that,  without  wishing  t^''6b^ 
loct  to  the  proposed  adjournment,  he  was  anxidUs  to  b^  fii- 
lormedby  the  noble  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  if  them 
was  any  truth  in  a  report  which  had  go'n(^  abroad,  thait  the 
lord  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  had  alsd  been  ad- 
mitted to  a  share  in  th^  executive  Government,  by  being 
"Appointed  what  is  texmed  a  member  of  the  Cabinet.    / 

TheXhancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he  had  ho  l^iffl- 
cttUy  in  informing  the  honourable  member,  that  the  nobib 
lord  alluded  to,  who  was,  by  the  office  which  fie  held,  a 
knember  of  the  Privv  Council,  also  held  a  scat  in  ^h&t 
wassenerally  termcfa  the  Cabinet  Council. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr., Vansittart,  the  report  of  tMe 
amendments  on  Lord  CoUin^wood's  annuity  Dili  was  ot^ 
dered  to  be  received  on  Tuesaay  next. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  tead,  and  the 
House  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

HOUSE  OF.  LORDS. 

t  MONDAY,  FEB.  24.  ; 

*  In  the  appeal  j  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Lincoln  ^in^t 
the  Duk^  of  Newcastle^  the  SolicitorwGeneral  was  heard  in 
i«pty ;  after  which,  judgment  was  dcfetred  till  the  next  da(f 
eennight. 

Lord  Hawke  took  the  baths  and  his  scat,  on  succeeding . 
to  the  title  by  the  deatk  of  his  father. 
-     Vol.  L  1803.6.  Y  MB 
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THE  EARL  OF  ST.   \1XCENT.  , 

I<Qrd  Granville  presented  a  message  from  his  Majesty, 
purporting  that  by  tlip  act*  of  Parliament,  for  grant  wig  au 
aiuiuity  tpthc?  Earlof  St.  Vincent;  that  annuity  waslimited 
to  the  Wo  next  heirs  male. of  his  bodr^  and  desiring  the 
lloiisei  to  take  the  further  ext(^nsion  o£'the  same  into  the^ 
CQ^ideration.  , 

'    The  message  haying  been  read- 
Lord  Hawkesbujry  iisked  (across  the  table)  if  any  motion 
/was  intended. 

Lord  Grenville  answered  in  the  affirmative,and  observed, 
Ihatin  ffnmtiQg  the  annuity  to  Lord  St,  Vincent?  it  had  beeb 
originally  intended,  as  was  usual  in  simiUr  cases,  to  oxteji^ 
the  grant  to  the  two  next  successors  tp  (he  title.    It  hap- 
pened, however,  that  by  the  enacting  words  of  the  act,  t^e 
aaiuuty  was  limited  to  the  t^vo.  next  heirs  male  of  the  body 
of  liord  St.  Vincent.    The  present  message  therefore,  had 
not  for  its  obiect  to  confer  any  additicHiai  mark  of  royal  f*^ 
voiur  OR  Lord  St.  Vincent;  but  merely  to  carry  into  eS^ct 
yrhvA  was  undoubtedly  the  original  intent  or  the  act  to 
'which  he  had  alluded.    A  bill  to  this  effect  would,, in  due 
*time,  ccjpie  before  the  House,  when  their  lordships  .woul^ 
jHiTe  w  opportunity  of  considering  the  subject,    fte  con- 
'eluded,  by  moving,  in  the  usual  form^  an  address  to  his 
^Majesty  in  answer  to  his  Majesty  ^s  most  gracious  me«^^ 
lifhieh  was  agreed  to. 

JUDGE   FOX» 

Lord  Eldon 'seeing  a  noble  marquds  (Abercom)  in  his 
place,  rose  to  ask  wrhcthcr  it  was  ihe  intention  of  that  noble 
marquis  to  move  for  the  attendance  of  witnesses  at  their 
lordsnips'  bar,  respecting  the  ch^urges  against  A(r.  Justii^e 
Fo%,  and  at  what  period  ? 

The  Marquis  ofAbercorn  observed,,  that  he  had  expre^- 
ed,  on  the  first  day  of  the  Sessiod,  his  readiness  to  £0  info 
the  subject  vrhenever  it  wras  conyenieat  to  their  lordships.' 
lie  understood  that  the  lent  assizes  in  Ireland  commenced 
earlier  this,  tlian  last  year,  and  that  therefore  an  earlier 
p^fridd  might  be  fixed  for  the  attendance  of  witneaae^.  ;He 
therefore  moved,  thkt  a  HuAiber  of  witnesses^  a  list  of  whoRi 

*ike  h^ld  in  bis  hand,  should  attend  at  the  bar  of  tjbe  Uoi^se 
on  the  28th  of  April. 

^^   liOHi  GrottMiUe  sugg^ted  lb  the  ndUe  marquis,  whether 
it  might  not  be  advisable  to postponetfaifi  motion  f<Hr  tki^ 

^pr^scnt^  in  order  that  nobh^lords  might  Lave  nn  .ppportu-^ 
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sity  of  turning  the  subject  in  their  minds,  and  considering 
whether  or  not  it  mi^bt  be  expedient  to  continue  the  pro* 
C'i'edings  nrhich  had  been  instituted  Telati?e  to  Mr.  Jufitiet 
Fox.  ^  .. 

The  Marquis  of  Abercom  acquiesced  in  the  pospone^ 
nent ;  and  the  motion  was.defenred  to  that  day  se^nnight. 

LOBO   ELLENBOnOUGlI. 

The  Earl  of  Bristol  rose  to  put  a  question  to  the  noUe 
lord  oppositehiin  (Lord  Grenville).  It  was  generally  re* 
mrted,  and  as  generdly  believed,  that  a  leamra  and  noble 
lord,  who  stood  at  the  head  of  the  justice  of  the  land,  had 
lately  been  called  to  a  high  situation  of  trust,  and  that  he 
hnd  actually  been  appointed  one  of  his  Majesty^s  chief  ad* 
▼isen,  and  that  he  had  a  scat  in  what  is'commonly  caUed 
the  cabinet.  This  appointment  appeared  to  him  to  argue 
comethtng  very  unprecedented  and  unconstituiianaly  and 
there  were  many  more  competent  than  he  was  to  judge  of 
such  matters,  \irha  agreed  with  him  respecting  the  intpro^ 
priety  of  such  an  appoinment.  It  certainly  was  one  that 
seemed  liable  to  very  strong  objections^  and  as  such  he 
should  icel  it  his  duty  to  pomt  the  attention  of  their  lord^ 
diip«  to  its  nature  and  probable  consequences.- 

Ijord  Grenxille  felt  anxious  to  give  as  explicit  and  satis^ 
factory  an  answer  as  was  in  his  power,  to  the  question  of  tlie 
noble  earl.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  sec  how  the  appointmeiit 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  earl,  was  unconstitutional,  or  nw 
precedented.  He  believed,  that  ever  since  the  privy  couup 
^il  existed,  or  even  since  there  existed  such  a  station  as 
that  of  Ion!  chief  justice,  the  learned  lord  who  filled  thuA 
station  at  the  time,  was  likewise  invariably  mie  ef  his  Ma^ 
jesfy's  privy  council.  Indeed  the  lord  chief  justice  of  ^e 
•King's  Bench  was  frequently  summoned  to  attend  the  couMr 
.cil  on  matters  of  the  highest  moment :  and  he  was  not 
<»nly  responsible  fbr  the  advice  he  actually  gave,  but  waa 
also  liable  for  any  omission  in  giving  in  hisadvioe.  His  lord- 
ship must  think  it  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  what  was  ge- 
Borally  or  usually  callfed  the  cabinet,  was,  under  that  appel* 
lation  and  description,  unknown  to  the  constitutidn :  in- 
deed, it  should  be  rather  considered  as  a  committee  of  tite 
nriry  council  that  was  more  frequently  called  upon  by  his 
Majesty  for  advice.  Even  that  committee  the  lord  chief 
justice  of  (he  land  had  crftenbeen  summoned  to  attetiwl ;  and 
if  at  all  times  it  ^peared,  that  the  lord  chief  justice  was ja 
'oetnherof  his  Majesty's  priv]^  council,  and  that  he  wasoft^n 
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called  upon  for  advice  by  that  committee  of  the  privy 
council,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  cahineiy  he 
eoaid  not  think  that  it  trenched  in  the  least  upon. the  spirit 
or  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  that  he  who  was  alwajrs  of 
the  privy  council,  and  who  was  frequently  consulted  by  his 
Majesty's  more  immediate  advisers,  should  be  made  an  ha« 
bitualor  constant  member  of  the  commitlee  of  the  privy 
council,  which  he  had  considered  the  cabinet  to  be :  more 
especially  when  the  person  who  filled  that  exalted  station, 
was,  in  the  present  case,  a  man  from  whose  vigour  of  in'* 
tellfect,  from  whose  extent  of  capacity,  and  from  whose  comt 
prehension  and  depth  of  knowledge,  the  administration  of 
his  Majesty's  government  was  sute  to  receive  the  uniform  i^t  . 
tistance  ot  such  various  lights.  When  he  was  honoured 
wHh  his  Majesty's  orders  to  form  an  administration,  he 
anxiously  looked  out  for  such  distinguished  characters,  and 
if  any  exception  was  made  to  the  advice  he  presumed  t6 
offer  to  his  Majesty  on  that  very  important  business,  be  held 
himself  responsible  for  any  error  or  mischief  with  which 
it  might  be  deemed  chargeable.  With  regard  to  the  ap. 
|>ointment  beincr  unconstitutional  and  unprecedented,  he 
should  now  only  observe,  that  he  believed  it  had  the  sane* 
tiott  of  Lord  Hard wicke's, opinion,  and  certain  he  was  it 
had  the  sanction  of  the  exam  pie  of  Lord  Mansfield.  The 
more  such  a  question  was  discussed,  the  less  he  trusted  it 
^ould  be  found  liable  to  the  objections  insinuated  by  the 
noble  earl. 

The  Earl  of  Bristol  could  not  help  thinking  the  appoints 
inent  highly  objectionable,  notwithstanding  the  exphuqA- 
tion  of  the  noble  lord.  To  himitappeared  repugnant  to  the 
constitution,  and  incompatible  with  thedueadminbtratio!| 
of  justice;  and  on  these  grounds  he  should  certainly  sul> 
jnit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  on  Monday  next, 
for  which  day  it  wd8  drdered  that  their  lordships  be  sum* 

-fnoned  to  attendf 

/ 

INDEMNITY    J^UjU 

I/irdEl^i  agreeably  to  a  former  notice,  moved  for  the 
app<)intment  of  a  committee  to  search  for  precedents  of 
bills,such  as  that  now  before  their  lordships,  to  indemnity 
such  perM^  as  might  bp  called  upon,  to  giye  evidence  be- 
£ore  that  Hfouise  in  cases  of  impeachment,  from  criminal 
|H:090pi|tiQas  ^d  ciyil  suitS;  in  consequence  of  this  pvidenqe 
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they  might  give.  The  more  he  considered  that  bill,  the 
more  it  appeared  to  him  unconstitutional  anu  unsafe;  it 
'went  to  give  a  degree  of  power  to  tlie  other  House  of 
Barliament^  that  might  prove  dangerous  to  the  libera 
ties  of  the  people,  and  repugnant  to  the  ends  of  justice,, 
in-  matters  where  their  lordsliips  were  to  sit  as  judges. 
It  gave  a  power  to  prosecutors,  which  prosecutors  should 
never  possess :  it  resembled,  in  many  pomts,  a  bill  brought 
in  in  1742,  pr  at  least  it  proceeded  on  nearly  the  same  prin« 
ciple*  Viewing  it  in  that  light,  he  thought  it  expedient 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  search  into  precedents  of 
similar  bills,  in  order  that  from  their  report  some  light 
might  be  derived  to  guide  the  conduct  of  the  Iloufo  on  thc> 
present  occasion*  He  should  conclude  with  making  a 
motion  to  that  effect ;  and  if  it  was  agreed  to,  he  should 
Ibllow  it  up  witli  another,  to  wit.  That  the  committee  do 
cofisist  of  all  those  noble  lords  who  had  appeared  in  their 
places  this  session,  and  that  they  do  sit  the  next  day  at 
three  o'clock.  The  learned  lord  concluded  with  a.  mo^ 
tion  as  above. 

Lord  Holland  did  not  wish  to  oppose  the  motion  of  the 
noble  and  learned  lord,  but  he  was  convinced  that  on  the 
search  being  made  whicli  the  noble  and  learned  lord  de« 
sired,'  it  would  be  found  that  the  present  bill  was  not  by 
any  meanS|  as  the  noble  and  learned  lord  would  have  it 
umlerstood,  a/ar  simile  of  that  introduced  in  1742 ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  wholly  dissimilar.  He  could  not  help,  at 
the  same  time,  thinking  it  unfair  io  argue  the  bill  at  the 

ftresent  moment,  when  it  was  not  regularly  before  the 
lotise. 

ifOrd  Eldon,  in  explanation,  contended  that  he  had 
never  said  that  the  present  bill  was  a^ac  simile  of  that  of 
1742;  but  that  they  must  bp  both  argued  on  the  same 
principle. 

The  motion  for  a  committers  to  search, for  precedents 
wa^  agreed  to.  The  committee  to  consist  of  all  the  lords 
Tiho  have  been  present  this  session,  and  t^  meet  the  next 
dav  at  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  Robinson,  from  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state 
for  Ireland,  presented  accounts  from  the  pavine  board  of 
Dublin  and  the  commissioners  of  apcoHnts^  which  ^ere 
prdered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

AdjourAcd, 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  FKB.  24. 

^  liOrd  Temple,  L^rd  Willinm  Russ**ll,  l/ord  Ossiklstrm^ 
Iiord  Robert  Spencer,  Lord  Morpclli,  Mr.  Windham, 
Mr.  Calcroft,  Mr.  Erskine,  and  General  Fitzpatrick  took 
the  oaths  and  their  seals. 

Mr.  Whitbread  mored  that  Lord  Temple,  Lord  Robert 
Spencer,  and  Mr.  Calcraft  should  be  aaded  to  the  eoih« 
mittce  appointed  to  j>ret>are  articles  of  Inipcachment 
against  Lord  Viscount  Melville.    Ordered. 

INDIA. 

Mr.  Frtancis  rose,  in  compliance  with  a  habit  which  Jiafl 
of  late  prevailed  in  the  House,  to  ^iye  notice  of  a  motion 
trhich  he  intended  to  bring  forward.  This  habit,  he  ob- 
wrved,'  which  rendered  a  previous  notice  necessary  when  a 
Motion  of  importance,  or  6ne  which  was  likely  to  meet  witfc 
opposition  was  to-lxj  proposed,  had  certainly  not  always 
prevailed  there.  But,  however,  that  he  might  not  he  de- 
ficient in  any  point  of  form  which  had  been  deemed  pro* 
per  by  the  House,  he  now  gave  notice  that  he  would  the 
next  day  mwe  for  a  paper  relative  io  the  finances  of  the 
JBast  India  Company.  This  motion  would  be  founded  on 
CI  question,  and  it  depended  on  the  manner  ia which  that 
ffneslion  should  be  answered,  whether  or  not  he  should 
lirini?  it  forward  at  all.  In  case,  however,  it  should  be 
necessary,  he  hoped  that  this  would  be  considered  as  a 
sufficicHt  notice. 

LORD   ELLENBOR-Orcir. 

Mr.  spencer  Stanho|)e  rose  <q  give  notice  of  a  motion 
which  he  intended  to  submit  io  the  House,  on  Monday 
next,  relative  to  thtf  sitiiJiiidn  which  the  lord  chief  justice 
of  the  King's  Bench  at  present  occupied  in  the  cabinet. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fbx' Wished  that  the  honourable  member 
>Tould  state  more  explicitly  the  nature  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope  replied,  that  he  had  not  as  yd 
framed  if,  so  as  to  be  aide  at  present  to  be  more  ex» 
Illicit, 

MilitarV  justice. 

The  Secretary  at  War  (^ejj|e|al  Fjtop^trick)  observed, 
that  he  hatl  la^t  session  given  notice  of  a  motion  respecting 
Utt^]!)iiitary  justice  of  this ^kin^dom.    As  this  was  in  his 
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cstimatioa  a  matter  of  the  hiifhcst  importance/ h*e  had 
mlwajs  been  anxious  to  have  it  brought  fomard  as  soon  as 
possible.  But  ]x;cuiiar  circurastandes  had '  prevented'  hini 
from  jiressing  it  at  the  commencement  of  tiie  present  ses- 
sfOR,  as  he  once  intended  to  have  done.  At  a  latiMr  period 
an  event  had  occurred,  which  rendered  it  necessary  for 
him  to  postpone  it  still  farther.  Since  that  event  otikt 
circumstances  had  occurred,  Avhich  induced  him  to  abitaia 
attqgcflier  for  the  present  from  ur^in^  his  proposed^  nio^' 
tion  ;  for  the  alteration  which  had 'taken  place  with  respect 
Id  Ib^^  by  whom  the  afiairs  of  the  army  were  to  be  m«^ 
n^^ikl,andinhis  Majestjr's  government  m  general,  afforded 
ifr^l-gronndtd  hopes  that  the  defects  of  which  he  com!- 
plained  would  be  remedied  by  the  executive  power.  Witli 
these  sentiments  he  thought  it  would  be  quite  ^nnebessAry 
for  him  to  make'thcse  at  present  the  subject  of  parii«:- 
mentaiy  investi^fion.  Ameiidment  wa^  nndoitbtediy 
requisite  in  the  points  to  which  he  intended  to  have  dfi- 
rect^d  the  attention  of  tlie  House,  but  for  the  reasons  abo^p 
ftated,^  he  would  beg  leave  to  wave*  his  moMon. 

A  thessage  from  the  Lords  announred  their  assent  to 
Lady  Nelson  and  Sir  Richard  Strachan*s  annuity  bills*     '' 

Sir  Wflliam  Curtis  called  the  attentiofi  df  the  House  to 
certain  surmises  which' had  gone  abroad  relative  to  some 
questions  aBedgcdto'have  lx«u  p«t-by  the  noble  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  to  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  As  he  saw  the  noMe  lord  in  bis  place^ 
he  would  beg  leave  to  ask  whtHher  there  was- any  founw 
dotion  for  these  surmises  ?  About  one  of  the  questions, 
that  relating  to  the  property  tax,  he  was  not  so  anxious, 
but  with  regard,  to  that  which  related  to  the^ application  of 
tUc  sinking  fund?  he  was  c^^trpnicly  desirous  to  -have  somb 
satisfactory  explanation.  He  hoped  tlie  noble  lord  would 
be  enabled  to  say.ilhat  no  such  question  bad  been  put,  hot 
in  the  mean  time.it  was  necessary  that  the  public  mUkd 
should  be  satisfied  on  this  head. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  replied,  that  nothing  had  been  done 
which  had  the  least  connection  with  <he  i>aragrapli  to 
which  the  honourable  baronet  had  adverted,  for  which 
there  was  no  foundation  whatever. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calcraft,  a  new  writ  was  ordereA 
Xq  he  issued  for  a  new  xncmlx*^  to  serve  in  parliament  tor 
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the  borough  of  Enniskillen,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Williant 
Burroughs,  ^ho  has  accepted  the  office  of  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Bengal. 
.  On  the  motion  of  the  same  gentleman  ^  d  liew  writ  was 
ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a  member  fdr  Ply- 
mouth, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lan^mcad,  who  has  accepted 
the  stewardship  of  the  manor  of  Islast  Hendred. 

On  Mr.  Caicraft^s  motion  also,  a  new  writ  was  ordered  to 
l>eibSued  for  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  for  the  Ho* 
rough  of  Portarlington,  in  the  room  of  Tho.  Tyrwhilt,  Esq. 
who  has  accepted  tlie stewardship  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  *for 
Ireland,  presented  to  the  House  ^a  return  of  the  nuddber  of 
niedL^raised  ift  Ireland  under  the  act  of  the  44:th  of  the  King, 
statmg  the  nnmber  raised  weekly,  distinguishing  those 
which  had  been  provided  bj  parish  officers,  and  those 

{>rovided  by  the  military,  and  such  of  the  men  as  had  vo- 
unteered  for  general  service.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table- 
Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  an  account  of  all  offices  granted  in  reversion  in 
(England,  stating  the  nature  of  each  office,  the  date  of 
the  .grant,  and  the  period  of  time  for  which  it  was  granted^ 

Mr.  Rose  observed,  that  a  return  of  this  nature  hadbccii 
lately  made,  and  therefore  that  the  account  need  onlv  be 
•called  for  from  the  date  of  the  last  return.  He  had  no 
objection,  however,  to  the  motion. 
•  The  motion  was  th^i  put  and  carried  without  any 
•amendment.. 

His  lordship  then  moved.  That  an  account  of  all  offices 
{^ranted  in  reversion  in  Scotland,  with  the  nature  of  each 
^office,  the  date  of  the  grant,  and  the  period  for  which  it. 
was  granted,  should  be  laid  before  the  House.    Ordered. 

He  made  a  similar  motion  for  Ireland,  which  was  also 
agreed  to. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved.  That  there  he  laid  before  the 
House  an  account  of  the  increase  and  diminution,  bett^een 
.the  first  of  January,  1805,  and  the  1st  of  January,  ISO65  of 
the  salaries,  emoluments  and  expcnceg  of  all  offices  in  £ng<* 
land.  Ordered.  -  He  then  moved  for  a  similar  account 
\with  respect  to  Ireland;  which  was  also  ordered. 
.  .  Lord.  Henry  Petty  postponed  his  motion  for  appointing 
a  committee  for  the  investigation  of  the  joint  account  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  tillthe  next  day. 

Mr.  Whitbread  g^ve  notice,  that  on  Thursday  next  he 
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irouU  mdre  for  a  general  letnmof  the  munben  <tf  the  to« 
luntafB  in  the  united  kingdom^ 

-  iRidil  Finst  ^auiT^  ANi)  BocLto^^s  ddAiiTr.. 

Dr.  Diagenan  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for 
kaTe  to  brin^'in  a  bill  relative  to  fhe  first  fruits  in  Ireland^ 
and  the  leigQiation  of  Dri  Boulton's  charitj.  Thi^  waa  a 
fond  ivfaich  had  been  left  about  fifty  years  ago  by  Dr.  fioul'^ 
ton^  archbishop  of  Armafffa,  to  assist  in  maintaining  the 
poorer  clergy^  The  fund  had  of  late  retj  much  increased. 
The  object  of  the  present  bill  was  merely  to  enable  the  trus« 
tees,  in  cases  where  the  incomes  of  curates,  &c.  were  below 
100/.  a  year,  to  raise  them  to  that  sunt  from  this  fund,  as 
fiir  as  it  would  go.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  i6 
bring,  in  a  bill  \o  amend  the  act  of  the  29th  of  George  the 
Second,  relative  to  the  first  fruits  in  Ireland,  and  for  the 
better  managemettt  of  Dr.  Boulton's  charity*  This  mo« 
tkm  had  been  made  last  session^  but  had  from  some  acci« 
dental  drcumstanoes  been  deferred  till  now. 

Mr.  JVoifmthowht  that  this  was  a  very  pnJper  motion^ 
but  the  reason  why  m  how  tdse  was  to  sujggest  to  the  learn<* 
ed  gendeman,  that  however  unexceptionable  the  thing 
might  be,  it  was  desirabb  that  he  should  wait  until  another 
gentleman  (Mr.  George  Ponsonby)  was  present,  who 
might  wish  to  attend  to  this  bill  through  every  stace  of  its 
progress.  This  was  the  practice  of  the  House^  and  a  prac<* 
tioe  founded  not  only  in  decorum,l>ut  in  use  too,  and  might 
be  peculiarly  proper  in  this  case,  as  the  hon.  eentleman 
aBoded  to  would  in  all  probability  hold  a  very  high  situ-^ 
ation  in  Irriand. 

Dr*  Dmeenmi  replied  that  he  was  perfectly  disposed  to 
comply  with  this  practice,  but  on  the  pr^nt  occasion  it 
was  unnecessary)  as  the  hon*  gentlemen  referred  id  had 
last  session  an  opportunity  of  examining  thb  measure,  and 
had  then  stated  no  objection  to  it.  Leave  was  then  granted^ 

XES8A0£  i^aoit  HtS  MAJfiSTir. 

Lotd  Henry  Petty  brought  up  a  message  fi-om  his  Ma« 
jesfar,  the  tenor  gf  which  was  as  follows : 
*«G.R. 

^^  His  Majesty  having  taken  notice  that  th^  act  of  parlia* 
nent  which  confers  an  annuity  on  X^i  St..  Vincent  goes 
mIy  to  the  two  next  bdrs  male  d  his  body,  and  being  of 
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OflsAin  (hill  ike  same  slioald  bs  fartta^  ejcteiidcd^  •  r^dem* 

mends  this  object  to  the  IlousCi**  * 

HislordsUip  thoajEaoyedtUat  tliis  message  should  I^  xt> 
ferred'toa  committee  of  the  whole  House  en  Thnrbday. 

^IBBLBSBX  ELECTiaN.         . 

3Ir.  Peier  MfHfre  brought  up  »  watitioit  fhoii'  o^rtam 
freeholders  of  Mittdle^x  against  the  vetuni  lof  'Cld6rgt 
Boulton  Mainwaring,  onthegm«nd  that  be:was'inil|*o^ 
perly  qualified.  Thegtound  of  qualificdtion  vaa  tiieonlj 
point  to  which  the  petition  M«nt.  A  petitioti  on  thk  gnmna 
had  before  been  prx^sentcd ;  ba<t  ait  that  tftne  Mx*  Main^ 
ivaring,  by  the  decision  of  the  oommtttee^  was  not  a  mem^ 
ber  of  the  House,  and  of  courBC  thb  petition  fell  to  the 
ground.  The  object  now  Was  «» renew  this  petitidii.  He 
thought  it  right  te  ^ate,  thatthi^  petition  had becti  putint<> 
his  hands  only  about  teft  n^inutos  pM^iotts  to  the  moeHtig 
of  the  Hous«  th^t  daV)  and  tlicrefoh)  he  oonld  say  nothicig 
more  about  it  than  that  it  was  presented  at  the  inslaiice  of 
certain  gentlemen,  whom  lie  tttidorstood  to  be  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex.  The  Uo^iso  w«rid  therefore 
insider  whether  it  was  to  be  Pdicei^red. 
•  The  Spealer  observed,  that  if  thoniatterof  theipetitioil 
came  within  the  election  iMf^  onth^subject^  then  titehiaii« 
member  had  a  right  to  taeist  that  the  ^tition  should  Ife  bit 
the  table.  If  tiK^re  was  my  d<mht  on  that  iK>int,  •  the  pas^ 
sAgc  of  the  act  tbnk  have  upon  it  oitgikt  to  be  read,  and  theii^ 
the  House  might  judge  upon  the  ca)^. 
.  Mr.  p€^peoa/  (tat64itt>miey-'gie«0ral>S!tid,  th«(  ftom  the 
first  view  of  the  thing  he  thought  it  imposobto  tkiat  this 
petition  cout(l  be  received^  as  it  folliowed  the  dct^yionof  a 
4)ommittee,.  whicK  htA  been  appointed  to'try  4he'<'merltb  of 
Ihis  election,  before  which  thin  point  might  have^  ii^^ularly 
4Mime.  k  would  Imm  htcn  better  to  lia^re  4iff ought  ^tisMihcd 
ibis  point  (heraiiielead  of  going  on  jftom'tim^to4iiiie4iiK 
vasung  the  House., .  He  had  not  had  j>uch  aji  opportunity 
of  investigating  llie  })oiiit  of 'law  bi\  this  Subject,  as.  to  f  n» 
al^e  him  <o  ^vo^a  poMtiyTft.  Onifnibn,  birt  nifcn*principte*aii(J 
analogy  he  thought  it  <;lehr  that  (thought  not  fo  be  received w 
jlfr.  Secretarj/  Fox  admitted  {hat  hjs  fitst  impcossion  was,, 
that  this  i)etitteu  pouM  nfot  be  receiSfcif,,  biH  if  it  was  possi- 
ble to  have  it  deferral  till  tbe  neM  diiy-  aspire  undwstdod  it 
was,  it -might  6u  fwaper<talt^<lo^*«^^  -thiitthc  members*  ti^i^t 
iave  tSne  tucoubidci  the  ^culiai  dtcomslftiicesttttachiDg 
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i0  Ibiy  C9ae* .  T^  cjrc^gtftaBceB  w^re.lbese-r^^  petitioB  had 
been  proseatcd  against  the  return  of  Mr.  MainwariDf,-  an4 
H»  QntnfiiiMee  hi^4cei<kd  ^n  the  retiiFo  generaUy^decuiring 
tha^  Btr  i\  Burdeli  w^i  to  have  b^  returned.  Th{i 
question  of  qualification  could  not  come  in  here.  But  f| 
petition  had  been  presented  on  the  part  of  Mt.  Maiuwaring, 
iad  Sir.  Fmncis  Burdett  jxfid  declu^d  defcading  his  seat, 
and  the  freeholders  had  come  in  his  place.  If  Sir  Francif 
had  pecsbied  in  his.  de^siioe,  tl^e  qualificuitioo  might  have 
been  here  brought  forward,  but  as  the  matter  stood,  there 
was  certainly  canse  for  consideration,  in  order  to  remove 
difficalties,  u  mey  existeil,  and  pr^veat  their  recurrence 
for  the  future,  lie  hoped  therefore 'that  the  matter  would 
tie  aljowed  to  stand  till  the  next  day., 

Mr,  Percecai  -conjplained  of  the  manner  in  ^hich  the- 
House  had  been  nsed  m  this  business.  It  was  evidently  thi 
intention  .of  the  persons  concerned  to  take  tlife  House  by 
surprise,  by  deferring  the  presentingjof  this  petition  till  the 
last  day,  and  then  only  putting  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
lionbuTaMe  gentleman  a  few  minutes  before  the  meeting  of 
the  Hou3e.     *        '         . 

Jf  1^.  Secretary  Fb^  said  Aat  Ihis  afifair  depended  not  or 
the  corametn  law<,  but  on  a  particular  statute, '  and  ihb 
question  ^was,'w!ietheriiie*'qaBHfieation  cpuld  have  been 
properly  tried  till  now  ?    ,,  > 

*  •  The  Speafcer  then  rcatf  flit*  -passage  of  the  act,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  the  freeholcfets  who  took  up  the 
cause  in  ther  place  of  any  mcmbor,  stood,.  toaB  intents  an^ 
purposes,  in  his  situation,  so  that  the  qualification  piigfat 
TOve  been,  tried  bejfore. 

Mn  Setretary  Fox  ^id  that  his  doubts  were  removed 

Mr.  Mmnwaritig  tjibseryed,  that  there  was  anothefr 
ground  on  which  this  p^ltipfi  was  iaadini^sible.  If  it  was 
a  renewal  of  a*fbrracr  petition'  of  tiast  s€^on,  it  ought  to 
have  been  presented  witbia-  fwr  day^  after  the  meeting  of 
Parliament.  \ 

Mr.  Moore  $aid,  that  it  could  not  be  jprescBtcd  jwithvn 
tUc  time  mentioned,  as  the  return  "had  been  made  only 
fourteen  days  ago. 

The  Speaker  wished  to  know  from  the  hon-  gentleman 
whether  it  was  a  renewal  of  a  ^ition  of  last  session ;  ^r 
if  not,  that  he  would  state  the  nature  and  j^rounds  of  it, 
frhen  the  Houst  would  judge  whether  it  cbuld  be  received. 

Mr*  Moore  md,  that  he  beKeved  he  could  takeupeln 
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|iim  to  say  tliat  it  vms;  a  renewal  al  -die  petitiM  of  laat 
iessioo^  .' 

The  Speaker  then  temtakeAy  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  in  that  ^ase,  that  the  petition  wbs  altogether  inad-^ 
mbsible.' 

It  was  Accordindy  rejected. 

The  indemnity  bill  was  read  a  second  tinie>  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  the  next  day. 
'  Tlie  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of* 

Adjourned, 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY^  FEB.  25.  ' 

'  Lord  Andrassan  (the  £arl  of  Eglinton)  was  introduced 
in  the  uimal  form,  between  Lord  Rawdon  (the  £arl  of 
Af  oira^  and  Lord  Keith.  His  patent  of  creation  havii^ 
been  read  at  the  table,  his  lordship  took  the  oaths  and  his 
seat. 

.  The  Countess  of  Mengden  took  the  oaths  at  the  bar,  on 
the  second  reading  of  her  naturalization  bill. 

.The  exchequer  Dills  bill  passed  throu^  a  canunittecj  and 
was  reported* 

The  New  Forest  road  bill  was  read  a  second  time^  an4 
committed  for  Thur^ay. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  U,  LasoeHcs,  and  several  other  niem« 
bers  of  the  House  of  Ckinupons,  brought  up  thsee  road 
bills,  and  a  bill  for  erecting  court4)ouses  in  the  >Vest  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  which  were  severally  read  a  first  time. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock  the  next  day,  when  their 
lord&niiK  went  in  procession  to  Westminster  AUbey,  wheit 
a  ^x\non  w^  preach^  by  the  Bishpp  of  Bristolt 

HOUSE  QF  commons; 
TUEsnAr,  teb.  25. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  tbedebto^s  confined  in  tho 
jail  of  Nottingham,  which  was  ordered  to.  lie  on  the  table, 

Messrs.  Grey,  Sir  A.  Piggott,  H.  Addiqgton,  and  Sir 
C.  Pole,  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats. 

Mr.  Ay  re  presented  a  petition  from  the  malsters  of  Not* 
tittgham,  complaining  of  the  additional  duties  imposed 
upon  malt  by  the  act  of  the  4Sd  pf  hid  present  ilayaij. 
Ordered  to  Ik  pn  Uie  (able« 

A  person 
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A  person  £rom  the  office  of  the  chief  steretary  for  lie- 
land  presented  at  the  bar  an  account,  pursuant  to  order, 
of  the  number  of  non-resident  clerffymen,  &c.  in  the  dio- 
ceses <rf  Ossory  and  Kilmore.  Or&red  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  to  be  printed. 

Dr.  Duigenan  brought  in  a  bill  for  enforcing  the  residence 
of  the  clergy  in  Ireland.  Bead  a  first  time,  ordered  to  be 
lead  a  second  time  on  that  day  fortnight,  and  to  be  printed. 

A  person  from  the  exchequer  presented,  pursuant  to  or« 
der,  an  account  of  the  net  produce  of  the  revenue  for  two 
years,  ending  the  5th  of  tianuary,  1805,  and  the  5th  of 
January,  1806,  distinguishing- each  quarter.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  and  to  be  printed 

Sir  Philip  Stephens  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  moye 
the  next  day  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  preservation 
of  the  discipline  of  the  marine  forces  while  on  shore. 

The  Secretary  at  War  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on 
Thuitxlay  submit  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a*  bill  to  in- 
demnify those  who  had  advised  his  Majesty  to  permit  the 
landing  of  a  oertain  number  of  foreign  troops  in  this  coun- 
try. This  measure,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  added,  was 
conceived  to  be  the  more  necessaiy  in  consequence  of  the 
amount  of  the  German  legion*  which  had  been  recently  so 
yery  much  recruited  on  the  continent. 

liORO  BLLENBOROVGH. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  stated,  that  as  soon  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope)  should  appear  in  his 
place,  he  would  request  him  to  postpone  for  another  week 
the  UHMytion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  for  Monday  next. 
With  this  request  he  hoped  the  hon.  member  would  have 
the  eoodness  to  comply,  in  order  to  accommodate  those 
gea&tnea  who  woukl  necessarily  be  absent  on  Monday 
next,  in  coii3equenoe  of  the  assizes,*  but  who  would  wiu 
to  attend  upon  the  discussion  of  the  motion  alluded  to. 

INDIA   AFFAIBS. 

Mr.  Francis  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  the 
production  of  a  document,  which,  he  said,  was  at  once  of 
ccmsiderable  importance  and  curiosity.  But  yet^  as  it  related 
to  a  subject  which  appeared  not  to  excite  much  interest  in 
that  House  or  the  country,  it  might  not  excite  adequate  at- 
tention. He  did  feel  indeed  that  the  subject  seemed  to  be 
not  oj^y  disgusting  in  itself,  but  that  be  haa  to  contend  with 
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at!  unwilling  audiclioe*  This  jie  jmAy  c^noeiviA  Um  mnch ; 
^iilifor  Rvfi  and  twenty  years  he  was  inrii^istibly  tmpfsHed  by: 
a  aens^-  of  dnty,  by  a  consciousness  of  'ti^e  nepiessiiy,  to 
bring  thf  f^ifaixs  of  India  before  Parliajneot  and  the  cp^i^tj-y^ 
But  perhaps  it,  would  have  been  better,  for  binfi  thattbo 
Hon^  had,  .by  fe  vdt^  ofdMJHuM  to  (umsrYe  t^encc.iipoii 
such  an  ungrateful  sut>ied;.^  The  iads^.behaid  uadorl^csiii 
and  so  long  ipvti^ued,  wiis.diiheiJty  was  unpleasing  to  the^ 
i¥ho  were  most  interested,  Mid  as  yet  produotiv^^of  nobe- 
neiSt-4o' the  country  ;.  sliU  he  .woiild  |!p  oa,.  and  he  »qv1(} 
Bot'solicit^  but  be  wouldtidyi^.th^  nouse^  as  t^ey  yalue^ 
Ae  ioieriais^  of  Indta^.  not  to  dhteoura^  .tbc^  lew  wbl» 
might  manifosta  disposili^m  iii  inv»%ate.thMiSHbjec|,  uQt 
4o  dampr  their  ptirpdsfe  by  H  langu^,  foIuptfiotrajtteiitVMl — 
.  fcyV  in  fact,  sligbting  thck  ascal.  India  Wf«5 >Yexy  day  ber 
coming  more  formidable  to  tliis  country,  ^nd  every  thi^ff 
thafjDetated  to  our  posse»$ioQs  in  that  quarter  in^pcr^^ivdy 
claimed  the  nttcotion  of  Parliament.  Tbfe  qnestion  Wf^ifp. 
•he  had  now  4o  submit  to  (lie  consideration'  oftbe:  House  did 
aaot  refer,  to  t^ar  or  peac^e-^'Or  to  any  tofiAC.of  Indian  iH>Uoy  t 
it  .was  merely  a  iwint  rcsp«i:^tin^  finance,  and  w^  i)erhap 
not.  a  Ijad  xndace  to  UiecoAsideration  of  th^  motioa  of 
which  an.hon.  gentleman  on  «ihe  bench  behind  himXJVb^ 
Paiill)  had  given  notice  £or  tha^  day.  Mf^ns  of  this  i#> 
tnre,  the  honourable  gentleman  conceived  to  be  particu- 
larly necessary-,  in  conscquehoe  orHbcfihtgular  manner  in 
which  the' accounts  i^pectmg 'indk^vcvejliidjitefaK  Ihc 
House,  or  r^er  by  the  neglect,  for'  soH|e4inn,  to  make  anr 
^iddi  :cttmBiiinication  whiMevcr  iroiD  t&aiqiiasterf .  JV9 
budget^  a  was  to  be  vecoliescied,  was  at  lallliroDghtibrwaTd 
lastsessionsr,  and  the  noble  lord  who  then  pcended  ovct  tlie 
board  of  controul,  accoimted  fur  that  isingaiaff  omisaioR 
(nothing  similar  to  which  iiad  ever  occurnnd  2)efoi«,!siiice 
the  boatd  of  controul  was  instituted)  in  this  singular,  way, 
naraely-^^hat  the  necessary  accounts  had  not  arrived  &mn 
India.  This  was  cerlaiftly  strange,  and  he  recommended 
it  to  the  particular  affent ion  of  his  Majesty's  present  mini- 
sters. Since  the' end  of  March,  180J,  no  statement  had 
Ijetni  laid  I^fore  Parliament  of  the  situation  of  the  finances 
of  India,  which  were,  notwithstanding,  known  to  be  alarm- 
ing. If  Ife  were  to  ask  the  nmson  why  necessary  accounts 
did  not  arrive  In  due  time  to  enable  the  minister  for  India  to 
bring  forward  the  India  budget  last  year,  it  would  m»t 
sufcly  be  answered  that  those  iiccounts  were  not  sent  from 
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IndiA  in  doe  timii ;  for  any  such  delay  tfould  intblte  the 
diicct  breach  of  an  act  of  pailiament.     But  if  it  were  said 
that  the  dispalchcs  were  intercepted,  that  the  ship  i^hic1|t 
carried  them  was  captured,  and  thus  that  our  financial  ao- 
coont  frU  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  then  another  ques^ 
tion  would  arise.    It  was  notorious  that  every  captain  en» 
tnuted  with  the  tonveyance  of  public  dispatches  to  Europe 
10  enjoined,  by  order  of  council,  to  haye  such  dispBtche9 
numended  from  out  of  the  cabin  window,  with  a  lead  at** 
taehed  io  them,  in  order  that  when  the  ship  shouhl  be  Uk 
danger  of  faHimg  into  an  enemy's  hands  the  dispatches 
dioidd  be  immcciiately  thrown  into  tbe  sea.     If  this  salu- 
tary order  had  not  been  entirely  discarded,  he  could  not,  by 
the  way,  coKseive  how  it  happened  that  so  many  impor-- 
tant  commimications  from  India,  both  of  a  public  ^nd  pri- 
vate nature,  should  have  been  intercepted  by  the  enemy. 
There  most  have  been  great  failure  of  duty  on  the  part  c4f 
tome  of  oar  captains,  or  such  mii^Mrtunes  could  not  haVe 
fxxmmd  ;  and  yet  no  inquiry  whatever  appeared  to  liave 
hem  institiited  on  this  head.    He  had  not  beard  that  th^ 
ootirt  of  directors  had  ordered  the.  odnduct  of  any  ome  leap- 
UtB  concerned  in  these  cases  to  be  investigated,  and  it  must 
be  presumed,  that  it  was  to  their  own  captains  the  con* 
veymioe  of  official  dispatches  was  committed.    He  wasth^ 
mtne  surprised  at  this  when  he  considered  the  consequeilce!( 
which  had  remdted  fti>m  the  frequent  loss  of  purUic  docu- 
ments from  India ;  with  the  nature  of  many  of  which,  arid 
oomequentKr  with  the  state  of  India  its^,  we  had  t>f  late 
fean  so  often  become  acquainted  tlirough  the  press  of 
Bonaparte.    This  was  productive  of  serious  injury  to  owr 
faitpirtfs,  and  the  cause  ought  to  be  seriously  inquired  into  ; 
but  he  was  unwilling  to  detain  the  House,  although  he  felt 
moat  stronffly  the  importance  of  the  subject.*    No  man  in* 
deed  coula  deny  the  imix>rtance  of  inquiry  and  explana«^ 
tion,  respecting  a  country  which  yielded  an  annual  revenue 
oi'  bctwern  fifteen  and  twenty  millions ;  and  yet  he  recol- 
lofllcd,  that  in  the  course  of  tlic  last  session,  in  the  month 
of  January,  he  and  the  noble  lord  opposite  (Castleiea^b) 
rouid  scarcely  get  above  twenty  members  to  attend  to  the 
discussion  of  its  interests.    The  hon.  memljer,  referring  to 
flie  subject  of  his  motion, /oi)scrved,  that  it  was  connected 
with  the  Mahratta  war;  and  as  be  had  before  stated,  \tt 
expected  to  have  seen  itexplaint'd  in  the  printed  papers  bc- 
Sotipe  the  lioose.  Bat  diiappoiuled  in  that  expectation^  a<Ul 
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finding  no  mention  whatever  made  of  it,  he  felt  it  neoessarf 
to  more  for  the  production  of  a  special  document  to  ex^ 

J  Iain  it.  In  the  country  of  Gozerat,  to  the  north-^west  of 
tombaj,  there  is  a  prince  called  Gwicowar  t  a  pariof  hia 
territory  has  been  ceded  to  the  company^  partly  to  make 
{ood  the  pay  of  onr  subsidiary  forces,  sationed  at  Poona^ 
and  for  other  objects  of  indemnification^  Oilt  of  that  fimd 
we  ought  to  have,  receiytxl  a  considerablei  rcventie ;  but  to 
that  prince  the  government  of  Bombay  have  lent  a  sum  not 
much  less  than  960^000/.  The  documents  relative  to  thi» 
extraordinary  transaction,  I  think,  ought  to  have  been  kid 
before  the  House.  The  question  natuially  arising  out  of  it^ 
which  I  should  wish  to  put,  is,  upon  what  ground  this  loan 
iffts  made  by  a  distressed  company,  and  partieularly  by 
Bombay,  which  is  by  far  the  most  distressed  prondency  in 
India.  In  the  papers  that  have  been  printed,  I  oanaot 
find  any  thing  U>  uirow  a  ray  of  light  upon  the  subject. 
The  compan jT  take  possession  of  the  territory  of  Gwicowar^ 
thef  hola  it  m  his  name,  and  the  first  tbini^  done  is  to  lend 
him  360,000/.  Why,  on  the  very  face  of  the  tranaaotiQD 
there  was  something  very  singuhir,  and  which  called  for 
explanation.  The  words  of  the  official  dispatch  from  Bem^ 
bav  relative  to  this  prince  and  territory,  were  theses— 
'^  This  state,*'  we  are  told|  ^^  has  for  its  present  native  juler 
^^  a  chieftain  of  avowedljrweak'  intellects.  Our suj^mrt 
<*  therefore  must  be  extended  to  all  the  operations  of  its  go« 
*^  vcf  Ament ;  holding  as  we  do  the  immediate  charge  of 
^^  theGwicowar  chieftain^s  own  guard,  and  dividing  with 
«  his  troops  the  garrison  of  his  capital."  This  money^ 
therefore,  could  not  be  necessary  to  the  support  of  this 
prince^  all  the  operations  of  whose  government  were  in  our 
hands.  No,  it  could  not  be  wanteid  or  advanced  for  any 
auch  purpose.  Was  there  any  man,  he  would  ask,  who 
believed  that  Gwicowar  ever  received  a  shilling  of  this  loan? 
If  there  was  really  such  a  man,  he  could  only  say  that 
that  man  knew  nothing  of  the  politics  of  India.  The  faon* 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving,  that  there  sliould  be  laid 
before  the  House  extracts  of  any  letters  or  accounts  received 
from  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  relative  to  the  sum  of 
Bombay  ruix^s,^  1,95 ,944,  infscrlediu  the  account  of  their 
disbursements  for  the  year  ending  the  SOth  of  April,  1809, 
and  said  to  be  money  lent  to  Qwicowar. 

Mr.  II.  Jddington  said  that. had  he  been  a  member  of 
tbeUottse  the  preceding  day  when  the  noticTe  of  this  motioa 
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yfSis  given,  he  wohW  have  taken  the.  liberty  of  asking  i]\e 
honourable  gentleqiiaa  t#  postpone  bringing  it  fbrvrW,  un- 
til the  board  to  which  he  (Mr.  Addington)  luid  tjie  honour 
io  belong  should  have  an  opportunity  of  considering  tli« 
subject,  and  inquiring  into  the  nature  of  the  ])a|xrs  con-* 
nected  with  it.  This  indulgence  he  hoped  tlie  lionpurable 
mover  would  not  be  di&ijiclined  to  grant  to  a  board  «o  recently 
appointed.  The  application  would  not,  lie  trusted,  be 
dimmed  unreasonable,-  when  the  nature  of  the  business  con- 
nected with  their  office  was  taken  into  vicw-^when  it  w^s 
considered  that  it  might  be  nec^^sary  to  look  over  a  number 
of  papers  which  the  noble  lord  on  the  other  side  (Lo^d 
Ciuitlcrcagh)  knew  to  be  pretty  voluminous,  before  an  opi- 
nion could  be  formed,  whether  it  woulf)  be  consistent  with 
tlu?  public  interei>t  to  accede  to  the  object  of  this  motion. 
As  the  grant  of  this  pa^x^r  was  not  so  very  pressing  in 'its 
cu^ure,  he  ho|}cd  the  honoiirable  genlleniau  would.bave  no 
ofijectioo  to  postpone  it  for  a  day  or  two  ;  and  he  assured 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  in  the  mean  tin^ethe^ub- 
jept  to  which  bis  motion  referrq^  should  be.,  caref^lly  in- 
quired into-  ,    . .    ,.       N 

Ijurd  Cdstlercngh  was  as*  ready  as  any  man  to  acknow- 
ledge the  debt  of  gratitude[  which  parliament  and  the  coun- 
try owed  to  the  honourabta,iHover  for  thczcaj  and  assiduity 
ifhich  he  had  uniformly  manifested  upon,  the  important 
subject  of  our  interests  '\i\  India;  and  .he.])erfqctly  concutf- 
red  with  that  honourable  gent^iau  that  it  was  ^essepatially 
necessary  the  House  should  apply  itself  to.the;attentive  con* 
sideration  of  those  great  interes^t^.  But  in  order  to  enter 
into  that  consideration,  every  i>art.of  the  subject  should  be 
laid  before  the  House,  Tl^e  wholeof  the  que^iic^  should  be 
pompk'lely  understood; .  .With-  respect  to.  the  a^rtion, 
that  the  India  budget  not  having. been  brought  forward 
last  sessions  Wifs  a  singular  niiprpccdehted  omission,  be  beg- 
gcil  h'ave  toset  the  honourabU*  geutleman  right,  for  pnecisel^ 
the  same  omission  occurred  tlie  s^sion  before  l^e*  entercfi 
into  otfice  (a|S  president. o^^  tlu.*  bq^rd  oi  coi^tjroul).  ,  Bvt  as 
Io  the  cause  Qt  tlie  la^^t  Qmissioq,  of  wbicb  the  honourctbla 
gentleman  had  complained,  it  was  known  to. have  proceed- 
ed tVpm  the  dplay  of  the  accounts  from  India,  which  were 
indispensably  necessary  to.  the  preparation  of  th&  budget, 
.and  Uie^ame  cause  o/xasioned  the.  omission  wliich'tCK^. 
place  before^  he  entered  into  otUce,  As  to  the  ^lotionbefoie 
(be  House,  be  saw  no*  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
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paper  reforred  to-: — ^but  it  was  for  flic  ri<rlit  lioiioiirahlcjrcti- 
tleraan  (Mr.  H.  Artdioirton)  andiiis  colleagues  to  exercise 
Ibcir  otvn  discretion.  When  (hat  pajjer  should  be  laid  bo- 
fore  the  House,  and  the  transaction  to  Avhich  it  alluded 
shoul^  be  fully  understood,  the  impression  on  liis  mind" 
was,  that  the  honourable  mover  would  findthe  loan  not  to 
havebeen  improvidently  advanced — thai  it  was  not  money 
lent  without  a  just  motive  or  without  am]>lc  security,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  land  was  assif^ned  to  the  company  to 
ensure  the  repayment  of  this  loan,  and  that  that  land  was 
placed  under  the  company^s  own  administration.  On  the 
whole,  the  nofcle  lord  had  no  doubt  it  would  appear  that 
the  advance  to  this  prince  was  a  proceeding  which  stood 
upon  the  best  principles  of  policy ;  that  it  was  perfectly 
•justifiable,  and  tKht  no  loss  whatever  was  likely  to  accrue 
from  it.  To  the  honourable  mover's  allusion, .  in  the  BtN'lc 
of  complaint,  to  the  absence  of  the  directors  on  this-diiichs- 
sion,  he  should  only  say,  that  lieiufl^that  day  cncrafinud  in 
'attendance  at  a  general  court,  whicli,  as  the  next^day  wjLs 
^  *ii  holiday,  no  doubt  presctited  an  increase  of  business,  their 
absence  from  the  house  was  at  least  excusable.-  ' 

•  Lord  Morpeth  joined  in  the  request  of  his  ri^ht.  ho- 
'nourable  colleague  (Mr.  H.  Addington)  that  the  Eononr- 

sible  mover  would  defer  his  motion  for  a  few  dffvst 
.   Mr,  Francis  had  no  thought  whatever  of  attachingblamc 

*  fit  occasioning  any  inconvenience,  to  those  who  now  di- 
rected the  board  of  controul.  Jle  brought  forward  this  mo- 
"  tion  before  fhellouse,  in  compliance  with  a  notice  which  he 

had  given  so  early  as  the  last  scssioa-— with  the  request 
'made to  him  by  the  noble  lord  who  had  last  spoken  and 
his  right  honourable  colleague,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  com- 
plying; but  he  wished  to  learn  when  the  noble  lord  would 
be  able  to  ascertain  tlie  propriety  of  acceding  to  the  moticHi 
which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  bring  tbrwrfrd.  He  also 
would  be  glad  to  hear  wheii  the  'India  budget,'  which  was 
omitted  last  jtiar,  was  likely  to  l3e  brought  forvfrord. 

Lord  Morpeth  assured  the  hmiourable  gentleman,  that 
no  time  would  be  lost  in  in(}uiring  into  the  s\ibject1o  which 
his  motion  referred.  With  regard  to  the  India  budget, 
he  stated  tt  to  be  his  intention  on  the  next  meeting  of  the 
House,  io  move  for  the  prod  net  ion  of  the  accounts  necessary 
'to  the  bringing  forward  thfe  budget  of  last  year.  Uow  long 
tbese  accounts  mightbc  preimring  he  could  not  pretend  to 
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f»y .  The  iioble  lord  gave  notice  of  a  uiotioa  for  Thursday 
upon  this  subject. 

Air.  Chark^  Grant  had  not  bef»n-  in  the  House  T?hcn  the 
motion  was  made*  lie  regretted  that  the  atfcndance  on  his 
duty  in  another  place  deprived  hiiu  of  thrc  advantage  of 
hearing  tho  observations  of  the  honourable  gentleman  ^vho 
introdilced  it.  Bj  all  the  information  he  could  coUeet  on 
the  subject,  he  thought  that  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
cofnply  with  it.  He  was  sure  it  was  the  wish  of  the  court 
of  directors  (hat  every  information  in  their  power  should 
be  given.  At  the  same  time  he  felt  it  an  important  consi* 
deration,  to  ascertain  how  far  it  might  Jbe  consistent  with 
the  general  interests  of  tiic  company  to  have  their  accounts 
called  for  on  every  occasion. 

*     Mr.  Francis  then,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  with- 
drew his  motion. 

3/r.  PauU  then  rose  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
f^ven  notice,  and  he  intreated  the  House  to  attend  to  what 
he  humbly,  but  honestly,  should  submit  to4hem»  Hcwqs 
not  one  of  those  who  subscribed  to  the  congratulation  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  affairs  of  the  India  Comjxiny .  He  could 
not  be  a  party  to  that  blind  confidence  ot  that  House,  and 
of  the  country,  which  had  contributed  to  the  growth  of  aa 
enemy  more  dangerous  to  this  nation  than  all  the  flotilhts 
assembled  on  the  enemies  coasts.  In  the  first  week  of  Uie 
session  he  had  given  notice  of  a  motion  tor"  au  inquiry 
faito  this,  subject.  He  had  siuce  moved  for  the  production 
of  a  letter  from  Lord  Melville,  in  1793,  to  tlic  court  of  di- 
Kctors,  on  the  subject  of  the  India  Company's  debt. — • 
When  the  accounts  of  the  death  of  Marquis  CornwalUa 
had  reached  this  country,  he  had  said  that  the  sun  of  £nglLsh 
power  and  glory  had  set  in  India.  His  mot  ion  for  the  inquiry 
Hadbeendciayedinconsequenceof  the  situation  of  theliouse. 
and  the  government,  in  consequence  of  the  al^scuce  of  the 
board  of  controul.  As  soon  as  the  papers  which  he  shoiUd 
that  day  move  for  should  be  produced,  he  should  bring  for* 
ward  his  motion  for  a  committee  of  inquiry  without  delay. 
These  papers  would  aot  take  up  ijfiuch  time  in  preparin^^, 
or  in  reacting,  fur  his  motions  would  be  answered  by  six 
simple  negatives.  The  non-existence  of  such  documents 
Mould  proven  gross  violation  of  law,  by  which  it  would  aiv 
pear  that  twenty  millions  had  been  misapplied.  The.actof 
J 793,  which  was  stated  to  be  an  act  tor  the  regulation  of 
forty  millioiis  of  subjects,  and  of  an  inuncnse  revenue,  and 
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Imd  been  "broiiixht  fomarcl  by  Lord  Melville,  had  been 
violated  in  every  iiislance.     By.  (liis  bill  it  was  enacted, 
that  one  million  a  year  of  the  territorial  revenue  should  b« 
applied  to  procure  investments  for  commercial  porposet 
to  lie  imported^ into  this  countrj^,  and  bring  vrith  them 
cill  the  advantaj^es  to  be  derived  from  the  importation^ 
Since  i,7^^^,  no  such  application  of  a  million  had  taken 
place.     Tlic  act  also  provided  for  the  redaction  of  the 
debt  of  the  Company  to  two  millions,  and  500,000/. 
werer  directed  to  be  applied  to  that  use  and  no  other- 
No  such  sum  had  been  so  applied,  which  bdd  caused  a 
misappropriation  of  a  sum  of  eight  millions,  one  millicm 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  debt  at  the  passing  of  the  act. 
Another  clause  in  the  act  provided  for  the  increase  of  thm- 
dividends  to  ten  per  cent,  out  of  the  profits  on  the  invest- 
ments ;  and  this  clause,  which  wouldhave  been  much  better- 
kept  in  tlie  breach  thaji  the  observance,  was  the  only  one 
that  had  been  fulfilled.     The  increase  of  the  dividend  was 
to  take  place  out  of  the  produce  of  the  commerce,  and  there 
could  be  no  such  profits  whilst  the  investments  were  mad« 
by  loans  negociatcd  in  India  at  an  interest  nominally  of  iO 
p^  cent,  but  really  at  15.     By  this  a  misapplication  of 
3,509, 000/.  had  taken  place.  The  next  clause  provided  for 
the  payment  of  600,000/.  annually  to  the  pid>Iic,  which' 
had  never  been  carried  into  effect.    'On  this  score  alone 
there,  was  a  misapplication  of  7,000,000/.  which,  if  paid 
regularly,  would  be  sufficient  to  extinguish  35,000,000/.  of 
the  national  debt.     The  act  also  directed,  that  if  the  sum- 
could  not  be  paid,  the  court  of  directors  diould  make  a 
representation  to  his  Majesty's  chancellor  of  the  exchequer^ 
to  l3e  by  him  laid  on  the  table  of  |)arliament,  in  order  that' 
the  House  might  judfifi?  the. vaMity  of  the  representation. 
After  the  sums  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  redaction  of  th« 
debt,  and  in  discharge  of  the  participation  of  the  public,  the 
temainder  of  the  profits  was  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose  of 
a  guarantee  fund  till  it  should  an^uut  to  twelve  millions,  to» 
cover  the  capital  of  the  Company  ;  yet  no  such  fund  exists 
ed.    Besides  the  men  sent  out,  it  appiared  that  bullion,  or 
gpecie,  to  the  value  of  seven  or  eight  millions  had  becai  sent 
put  for  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  and  yet  not  a  shilling  of 
it  had  been  applied  to  that  purpose.     As  soon  as  thie  re- 
ilums  should  be  made  to  his  motions,  he  should  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  inquiry.    He  was  littb 
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knoim  in  the  House,  or  in  the  country,  but  from  his  lon^f 
acquaintance  with  the  abuses  in  the  management  of  the 
Gompany^s  affairs,  he  thought  he  could  not  discharge  his 
duty  cythenvise  tlian  bv  bringing  these  abuses  under  the 
consideration  of  the.  Itouse.  By  this  gross  mismanage^* 
inent,  the  debt,  which  ought  1o  have  been  redoccd  to 
two  milHcms,  was  now  tliirly  millions  abroad,  at  liome  it 
was  tweWe  millions,  and  seven  millions  to  the  public.  H« 
coqcluded  by  moving,  That  there  be  fciid  before  the  House 
an  account  of  all  the  sums  that  hid  been  paid  by  the  court 
of  diftectors  of  tlie  India  company,  pursuant  to  the  third 
section  of  an  act  of  the  33d  of  his  present  Majesty,  Cl>ap* 
terS2. 
•  On  the  question  being  put, 

JLord  CasHcrec^h  did  not  mean  to  follow  the  honourable 
gentleman  thvongh  all  'his  matter,  but  trusted  the  House 
would  indulge  him  whilst  he  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
some  of  bis  portions.  He  could  not  sit  still  whilst  thcho^ 
nourable  member  suggested  that  there  had  been  a  mis^po 
propriation  of  the  company's  money  io  a  great  amount^ 
tiKllhat  thatmis^approptiation  bad  in  part  taken  place 
whi))^  be  had  been  himself  in  office^  The  honourable  meaH> 
bet  would  excuse  him  in  saying,  that  he  appeared  either 
not  to  know,  or  to  have  hastily  read  the  act  \>bich  he  had 
quoted.  The  hononrable  gentleman  seemed  io  confound 
two  points  that  ought  to  be  kept  separate  and  clistinct^ 
(he  comihercial  and  political  interests  of  the  country.  As 
to  what  he  had  said  of  the  exportation  of  biiltion^  that 
irtras  a  subject  On  which  much  prejudice  had  formerly  pre- 
railed-;  bnt  such  prejudice  was  now  done  away,  as  it  bad 
been  latfeHy  found  that  the  exportation  of  bullion,  under 
sac*  eircHimstanres,  was  most  profitable  and  advantngeons 
to  the  conipany's  interests.  The  honourable  gentlemwi 
liad  also  conft>uiided  the  appropriations  abroad  with  the 
fimds  9i'  home.  The  act  provided  not  for  the  liquidation 
of  the  debt  abroad,  but  for  its  transfer  io  Europe.  Tlie 
jpmflemaa  seemed  to  think  that  this  House  could  contiol 
the  revenue  in  India.  This  House  could  certainly  provide 
bow  any  surpliis  that  might  arise  should  be  applied,  i^id 
tbat  was  all  that  in  common  sense  it  could  do.  The  first 
appfropriatfon  was  for  the  military  exj^enditnre,  the  next 
far  the  civil  establishment,  and  then  for  the  investments 
and  the  reduction  of  the  debt.  He  should  first  inquire  if 
liMre  had  been  any  ^^urplus^  and  in  what  year,  before  he 
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could  compkiii  of  a  failure  in  complying  with- the  act*  * 
The  honourable  gentleman  attached- blame  to  the  India 
company,  for  not  liaving  made  any  representation  to  his 
Majesty's  chancellor  of  the  excheque?",  on  the  subject  of  tlw 
sums  i6  be  appropriated  under  the  act.  But  the  act  re- 
quired such  representation  only  in  case  a  surplus  should 
exist,**  and  peculiar  circumstances  should  render  a  literal 
compliance  with  the  act  inexpedient.  As  io  tjic  obser- 
vations made  by  t^c  honourable  gantleman  on  the  subject 
of  the  guarantee,  certainly  if  no  appropriation  of  a  surplus 
to  the  reduction  of  the  debt  to  its  inimmutH  amount,  or  to 
carry  into  eftcct  the  participation  of  the  public,  had  taken  * 
place,  no  such  guarantee  fine  c*ould  takc'eft'ect.  As  to  the 
inquiry  proposal  by  the  honourable  member,  he  Ihougbt 
bis  object  Avould  be  better  attained  by  traiting  till  after 
the  India  account  should  be  discusslKl.  He  was  i>repared' 
to  prove,  that  all  his  statements  on  the  budget  of  1802-3 
were  well- founded,  and  that  the  finsuices.of  the  company 
were  then  in  a  flourishing  state,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  Mahrattuwar. 

Mr.  FuUer  could  not  think  with  the  honourable  mover, 
that  the  Sun  of  Britain  set  at  the  death  of  Marquis  Cornr- 
wallis:  He  did  not  despond  so.  Men  of  talent  could  al- 
ways be  found  for  the  service  of  tlie  country.  Tiiis  led- 
liim  to  suggest  io  his  Majesty*s  ministers,  whether  some^ 
thine:  ouffht  not  to  be  done  for  Admiral  Cornwallis,  the 
brolherottbatgrcat  man,  who  had  distinguished  himself 
so  much  bv  the  blackade  of  the  enemy  in  Brest. 
■  Lord  Pblkestone  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  PauU,  and 
thought' thtift  the  inquiry  ought  not  to  be  confined  to  the 
two  last  years.  The  act  of  parliament  was  considered  by, 
him  as  an  agreemertf ,  and  on  a  breach  of  any  of  the  cove- 
nants, the  exclusive  rights  should  be  forfeited  by  the  com- 
pany. The  nohle  lord  then  commented,  with  some  inge- 
nuity, on  the  diiferent  clauses  of  the  act,  corroborating  the 
positions  of  the  honourable  mover.  If  the  act  had  been 
Iriolated,  such  violation  ought  to  be  accounted  for.  This 
,  could  be  best  judged  by  referring  to  iht  act  itself. 

Lord  Castlereagh  had  not  wished  to  confine  the  inquiry, 
to  the  two  last  years.  On  the  contrary,  he  ha<l  stated  that 
he  was  ready  to  prove  that  tlie  finances  of  the  India  com- 
pany were  in  a  nourishing  s4ate  at  the  time  he  brought  for- 
ward the  last  budget, 

3Ir.  Francis  had  hc^rd  many  extraordinary  statemenls 
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iu  that  House,  but  never  any  so  extraordin»iry  j^s  lliosc  htf 
hnd  beanl  from  the  noble  Ipnl  (Castlerea<^li>  that  night. 
The  first  relattnl  to  a  matter  of  fact,  for  the  proof  of  which 
he  appealed  to  the  directors,  whether  or  not  tliey  were  free 
in  their  commercial  spccuhitions.  They  were  men  of  ho- 
nour, and  would  not  deny  the  fact,  and  even  if  they  should, 
he  shcmld^n  another  occasion  state  his  reasons  for  doubting 
such  a  statement.  The  proof  he  could  ap|)e^'(l  to  was  a 
kUtcr  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  controul  to  the  direc- 
tors, stilt insTj  thM  the  board  could  not  allow  certain  in- 
vestments to  take  place,  as  they  rai^i^Kt  cause  uneasiness  to 
the  governor  general.  This  letter  they  had  published.  So 
much  for  their  commercial  freedom.  Neither  were  they 
free  a<rents  as  to  political  matters.  The  noble  lord  had 
thcu  started,  that  the  exportation  of  bullion  was  advaa- 
,  1a<5eou8  to  ihe  connnercc  of  the  company.  IJullbn  to  pay 
for  investments  which  should  he  provided  by  tribute,  witli- 
out  8ny  expence.  He  appealed,  to  any  merchant  in  ih« 
House,  whether  such  a  circumstance  conUl  ha  ailvan-. 
tagcon^,  whetlier .  any  country  that  paid  its  balances  in 
s|)eeie,  had  not  the  advantaires  of^rade  against  it^  But 
the  bullion  was  sent  qnt  to  rerluce  the  debt,  and  he  asked 
•whether  it  had  been  «o  applied  ?  No  man  could  think  iL 
Thirteen  years  of  the  charter  had  now  elapsed,  and  no 
.Mirplus  had  ever  e^cLstcd.  The  noble  lord  said  the  fundi 
had  faiU^l ;  why  had  they  failed,  that  was  what  thej 
witnted  to  know  ?  If  there  had  been  no  surplus,  the  whole 
art  had  been  a  mdlity  and  fiillacy,  as  he  had  stated  it 
-would  be  to  Mr.  Dundas,  wlien  he  proposed  to  bring  it. 
forward,  lie  would  shew  before  this  business  was  owr, 
that  lie  had  been  from  the  beginuina:  the  real  friend  of  thje 
company.  The  company  were  the  victims,  not  the  au- 
thors of  the  system  that  had  been  foUo^d.  He  acquitted 
the  company  of  every  charp:e,  but  that  of  havinj^  omitted 
to  come  to  parliament  to  state  the  fact,  when  their  debt  had 
Ijcen  increuMxl  lx»yond  all  moderation,  and  the  act  of  par- 
liament violated  m  every  respect.  The  noble  lord  stated  the 
Mahratia  war  in  excuse  for  neirlcct  of  the  act,  as  if  the 
Mahralta  war  were  a  merit,  tie  would  again  call  tli« 
attention  of  a  supine  parliament,  and  a  careless  jmblic,  to 
a  suf)ject  so  truly  important.  The  noble  lorcl  opposil^^ 
had  represented  the  affairs  of  the  company  as  most  pros-  ^ 
porous  in  the  year  1803. — (Hear!  hear!  from  Lord  Cos-, 
tUr€agli).     If  they  were,  why  not  the  engagements  of  the* 
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company  been  fulfilled  ;  v'hy  ha:I  not  the  company's  debt 
hten  reduceito  two  miUions,  in  cempliance  wito  the  act  of 
Parliamcnf,  instead  of  beinf:  accumulated  to  30  niiUioq^s  os  * 
it  was. .  Thrsc  things  called  for  (^tention,  for  the  difficulties 
of  Ihe;  company,  it  not  looked  to  arid  reniedied  in  time, 
votild  ^l(illlute]y  fkll  on  (h^  country.  His  ende^^v^nirs  to 
'icrvii  the  compan)^  had  been  uniform  and  anxious  j  th^ir 
cc)n.sit}era(ion,  ujnvillinfj,  ungrateful,  and  unfeeling.  Many 
ycai;!^  s^pcc  he  had  recommended  to  them  to  renounce  tho 
S)viTri;U^iily  of  the  Indian  territory,  a  soA^ercijrnty  \vhich 
had  lon;j  been  but  nominal,  and  in  fict  ruinous  to  the  com- 
pany's interests.  'What  was  the  use  of  territorial  acquif^i- 
tion  to  a  commercial  body,  particularly  where' theifryiioUti* 
cal  sovereificnty  was  Ivat  nominnl.     In  a  few  years  the  B<^-» 

?\1  invrrtmcnt  was  obtained  for  nothins^;  that  is, 'it-W?is 
iriiLshcd  from  the  re vvnue.  of  the  province.  But  unhap- 
,|>iJy  this  facilitv  led  to  habits  of  extrav*i«^anee,  in  i)#m4e« 
(jtience  of  \y|) icn  every  ^hiHi!l^'s  worth  of  investment  tm^i 
•  at  present  be  purchased  with  fnrt4s  sent  from  home:  ThNiR 
the  result  of  territorial  acquisition,  in  a  country  whfrctb^v 
Kad  been  admitted  on:y  a§  traders,  was  a  lobing"  trade  •<  and 
•  jjow  the  only  part  of  the  company's  trade  that  dk}  yUdd  a 
jprofit,  Mas  the  trade  with  a  country -where  entrance  yms 
dc^nieu  to  tliem' (China).  .    '• 

.Lord  CmiTrrcdgh^  iii  explanation,  stated  that  his  srnili^ 
,  meuts  as  to  the  prosperous  state  of  the  company's  affafaslin 
.  the  yom  iSOi^,  were  tounded  on  the  llict  of  there  being  a  clear 
surplus  of  1,150,000/,  after  the  payinent  of  all  clwr^fes  ia 
India.  The  reason  why  the  public  did  not  receive  the 
500,O0D<^  on  this  occasion  was,  that  this  sum  was  payabls 
"not  from  ihe  J  Indian  funds  of  tlie  company,  nor  fjfom  the 
home  funnels,  J^utirom  a  combinatioti  of  both.  An  increaseil 
^fiify  of  .:>0^j>er  cej^.  laid  on  teas  had  produced  a  dituinutiou 
in  the  sale  of  Ijia^  aiticle  in  that  year,  which,  instead  of  ♦io 
icreat  a  buri>Ius,  lejft  a  defalcation  of  half  a  million,  and  thus 
the  claim  ot'the  public  was  destroyed.  An  investmimt  of 
^he  amount, of  four  millions  could  not  possibly  l>e  procured, 
Avithout  sendiui^  out  the  means..  'No  tribute  paid  to.ui^iii 
India  could  amount  to  that. 

i\rTr,  hratirh^  in  explanation,  raaiutained  .that  the  Bcut 
gal  ij).<ostmeiit  had  been  formerly  obtained  for  nothing. 

3//'.  C/wrirs  Grant  beg<jt*d  leave  to  advert  briefly  to  scvo^ 

ral  points,  which  had  lx*en  noticed  by  ii^ntlemen  on  the 

•ijLicf  ^Uk      The  hon.  |;cntlcmau  over  against  him  (Mr. 
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Frahds)  bad  ffiven  it  as  his  opinion^  that  the  ilast  India 
Company  oueht  to  have  given  up  the  sovereignty  of  India^ 
and  oonmiiealhemselves  entirely  to  their  commercial  regu- 
lations. But  he  di£kred  widely  from  hini  on  that  subject^ 
and  aitterted,  that  whenever  the  government  of  IndiA 
should  be  taken  into  the  hands  of  any  adjhinistration  what- 
ever^  the  constitution  of  this  country'  w6uld  be  in  the 
utuMMt  danger*  The  country  had  been  gained  by  the  East 
India  Company,  and  suicc  iheir  charter  had  been  granted 
they  had  npianaged  it  with  a,  view  to  the  advantage  oC  our 
dominions  at  hofie,  and  that  of  India  itself,  as  well  oA 
to  their  own.  He  touched  upon  the  great  advantages  that 
had  resulted  to  this  country  from  the  great  fbrtuaes  whidh 
liad  beeii  brought  intp  it  from  Indiai  and  from  other  causes. 
'Thens  had  been  once  the  best-founded  hopes  that  the  com^ 
pany  would  have  been  able  to  hav^  aaded  a  considerable 
sum  to  the  revenue  of  this  country,  biit  unfortunate  events 
iiad,  for  a  time^  destroyed  these  hopes.  They  certainlj^ 
liad  not  been  destroyed  from  any  fa^uU  of  the  company; 
jfor^  £rom  the  time  that  Marquis  'UQrniralUs  undertook  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  India^  a  plan  of  the  utmost 
economy  had  been  established  and  agreed  to  by  tbeiii; 
With  reeard  to  the  question  about  the  dividends,  ft  ha} 
fceen- said  that  they  arose,  not  from  the  profits  ot  trade^ 
Imi  from  money  borrowea  in  India*  ThiSj  however,  he 
contended  was  not  the  case'.  As  to  the  e5qportation  of 
bUiOion,.  it  was  merely  an  article  of  commerce,  like  anj^ 
lyther  article,  and  it  was  found  more  advantageous  to  carr^ 
.on  their  commercial  concerns  in  this  way  rathef  than  hf 
barter.  Europe,  in  its  commerce  with  Asia,  had  been 
.fienerall J  obliged  to  make  payments  in  bullion,  because  thi^ 
babits  and  customs  of  the  Asiatics  were  such  as  to  preVtnt 
them  from  feeling  as  much  want  of  those  conlmoditic^ 
irhich  we  could  send  them,  as  we  did  of  thein.  They  had 
less  occasion  for  our  productions  than  we  had  for  theii^ 
tie  did  not  deny,  however,  that  bullion  had  been  sent  out 
to  pay  part  of  the  dcM ;  but  the  war  had  absorlicd  the 
specie  w  sent.  With  respect  to  the  freedom  of  the  com^ 
.pany  in  itegulatin^  their  own  commercial  concerns,  thi^ 
wat  a  delicate  subject.  The  law  was,  tbat  the  company 
should  have  the  conjiplete  direction  of  India  affaits,  suojedt 
to  thecontroul  of  the  superior  board.  He  had  no  hesitai  i6n 
in  sayiiigi  that  no  interference  had  taken  place  in  theit 
common  commercial  concerns,  though  certiiiily  tn  difBcuIt 
Vol;  I.  1805^.  B  b  ts^y 
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ibises,  ^nrt  ttiose  Whltli  Wert  T?aitly  of  a  pcflitifcaV  nafure^ 
kfi.ch  as  the  qifestlph  of  jpTlvirte^tiBde,  there'Wfl  tindbiibt- 
bdiy  beeii  aii  iiiterfeTcnce:  Ine  .muiticfy,  fiiVafettW^'  arid 
boutical  tondeVnVhad  eettainly  Wh  imafaagtei  by  t}it?i6o«!* 
SdssippeV?. '  Witb'Yfgard  to  the  pSymeirt  of  *  tffdi'dtjbt  to 
.this  country,,  so  much -had  Ibeefl  saiaby  thenitAffe'li^td  tl^af 
liira  (Castlereagi),  that  h^  ymAd  tbucfibul'slfghftH^n  that 
jpoi;it.  TMei^c  Kcvfer  had  be^  suth  a  surplh^  as  nadTbeen 
m  the  contemplation  Of  the  kw  J"  ahd  -coilsequeiltf^  ho 
jjebt  had^  in  feet,  as  yet  acmdkl;  He  iras  certacmy -tmlta^ 
Jo  agr^  tb  fell  ,^ober  inqniric8;l1;iAt  dould  be  made  Id  ascer* 
iftin  \fhe(her  tlii?  money;  bf  tbe'cOittp^rfjr'hikd  be^ii properly 
applied ;  biit  what  ttehori/geirtlertiAn'  had  feaid  on  that 
subjecl  W9S  iotaliy  iihfbnnd^.  As  t6  tlfe'ddfrf  irf S^C  ctomr 
|iany,  it  had  Atiseft  ^hicifly  from  the *wa:hi' Which  hadl^rokeL 
mi  iu  Eprope  und  IhdJa.  "What  Tterife  ejtadt  Ab'Ouiiithi 
#id  Ao't  Ijlo:*  <it  preserft.  Profb^Wy  it'  Was'ib'oV^ ' tWcatji 
^en  ih6ltoAs;4t 'might  be  thirty,  ashaci  bec?n  sfeftd  y  and 
^t  aSowed,  that  if  it  wis  to  ^o  .on  accumVilatiiiff'Tii  this 
xaanner,  the consetjiientcs might  he  serioiis  ioihh  Wirtpiu^ 
auid  to.tfce  coui^try  at  larffe.  But  nb  blame  )ltt£ch\^  toike 
iojnp^rty  Qt  *tQ  i^e  tfdmlnlstratiop .  The  enotinfeu^  Wcicasfc' 
%9d  arigtti  ftdnl,  eviints  wliicfh  they  could  n6«  ctaWtaf-  '  He 
bad.  heard  of  a  mbtion  for  a  (^otnmiftee  to  inqtiire  \fiib  fhb 
^^  and  pi-ogtifts  bf  tke  debtV  But  tlSis  nrw  not  AeKefeaty, 
i»  attt  Mrhple  ipight  be  cl«urly  berceived  from  the  accotrhts. 
SxLch  a,ptArsuTe  would  spread  Slaftn  among  opr  firfefid^  tCaA 
iiigl^t  jriHvconfidehce  to  our  encltufe.  Thfs,'  he  thotighf, 
jnas  to  Wi  avoldM  When  theife  tra^  hb  pressJtjg  necessity  fot* 

»-v ,  :  "    ••   .    .    ,.      \.     .  *   *\.'      * 

1  jifr,  Frandsy  in  explanation, -obsmcd  that  he  Sad  rierrdr 
j^veo'hi$  opinion  prospectively,  as  if  fie  meant  to  say  thatt 
ihb  mode  of  cohdacting  Ae  gov^rAmcnt  of  India  otiglrt 
now  ko  be  altered.  *       '    ' 

4,  ^/r.  Secretary  fhx  observed,  that  tJhe  ftw  WdtH^  dF 
expknatiofi  whicli  had  just  fallen  from  hii^  hon,  iW^rtd;  reir- 
jjered  k  less jieccssary  for  him  to  enter  paftictitafly'  upOTi ' 
^is  subject^  fTc  had  understood  him  precfecty  ks  his  exv 
.planalion  imported.  He  agreed  that  we  were  riot  n6W  to 
;rcyert, to  original  theories;  but  wKcn  we  Were  exnmijiing 
Into  lid  causes' of  important  events  "which  werb  extremely 
tcompUcated  in  jtheir  nature  ^  it  was  somewhat  difficult  to  da 
ao  Without,  in  some  measure,  adverting  to  such  original  the- 
orics.  'Me,''ht)wcver,  did  not  mean  to  say  that  anyalte^^- 
'  '  *"  Moth 
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tion  oHgb^  t)l;jpfc^iit  tp  take  pU^e  ia  tl^  general  jj^^ten^  o(  ^ 

Ja4fw  gbiF^fJXieat  as  iio^.pj  law  cst^^plish^d.  .   He  had 

iiccafiuifi  ^Istiit^i,  at  a  fermer  time,  that  there  yai  a  wid^ 

diS&eafia  b^i^eea jdisapprovin^  of  aieusures  at  their  qorck: 

nicn/ymf iU^  ayd'afterwardi^  resciadiag  them  wh'ei^  tney  h^d 

b^^sQOMl'^^Qe  in  practice.    This  he  haxl  said  wllb  regard 

to  the  umoa  with  telar^d./  He  had  strongly  disapproved  of 

that  mea^iue  ivhea  it  \fas  proposed,  because  he  was  thea 

coaYiBiCed.it  was  a  bad  one,  and  was  still  convinced  that  it 

woukl  have  beea  mucH  better  for  the  country  if  it  had  never 

takea  place.    Ete  had  al&o  disapproved  of  the  plan  for  the 

goTerxu9«at  of  Indi^ ;  jl^ot  wh^  he  had  ^d  with  regard  tp 

the  unlpa  ^ith  Ireland^  henow  said  respeeUxig  this  plan  6F 

Indian  goverjuneat.    it  was^  ia  his  opinion,  a  bad  one 

j^qmihe  b€;ginning,  but  af  it  had  been  ^douted  and  acte^ 

Ujpoo^  it  wa«  not  now.  to  be  lightly  rescinde^.    In  hinety- 

iiuie  cases  of  thU.natur(^out^  a  hundred^  jit  was  better  t^^ 

pnt  up  With  ^^ny  inconveaienpeA  ajl^iag  from  the  fir^ 

adgptM>n  of  a;  measuie,.  than  hazard  worse  evils  by  pT^a** 

tfure,  and  it^considcjed  alterations  and  innovaticms.   /Thk 

wa^  his  opinion.  .  Now  the  honourable  gentlcxnau  had  sajxt 

unipfihing  about  a  committee  to  Investigate  the  r^*  and  pro- 

g«ss  of  Uiedebt*    This  was  tie  first  tune  He  hadh^^d  pf 

auy  awb  ;Qoni|i^ittee.    But  w^hep  he  said.  tt(ifiy  he.  bqggqd 

Ie9ar«  to  be  c^n$iijU^  sfn  pot  pledging  hiinself  in  SLviy  way 

upon,  the  subjecti    If.  hp>v(^very  upon  examiuing.  ^ntp  the 

.  8iA(e  of  £be  &iance$  of!,  tl^e^con^pany ,  there  ^lu^uSl  *be  auy. 

i^in^  which,  though  ol^  ta^the  honourable  gentlemc-^^ 

-  injght  not  be  so  clear  to  the  Qouse  in  gei^ersd^  he  did^Qt  ssyr 

but  what  in  such  a  case  he.  xaight  tiiinic  a  oommittee  e|:* 

tiemelv  advis^leT    |fj  op  the  other  hapd^  the  accaiunt^ 

shpuld  place  the  matter  in  a. plain. and  <^}^^^%  theap- 

poiotoeut  of  a.  qonnmittee  would.be  an  us^Iei^a  trouble-  Nqw 

with  respect  to  the  details  of  this  debate,  he^.speftking  911 

4he  pact.oftfie. public,  would  certainly  saj^i  th^tit'i^asa 

mofitiiionstrpu^  proposition  to  assert^  tl^ai  in  the  year  £803 

tb^st^ie  of  d^e  company  was  hi^^hly  afflucptand  prosperous. 

To  be  sure  t^e  act  of  1793  omy  iwpl/cil  to  the  surplus  .of 

tfaeprod^jce,   But  then  it j^upf^oscd  that  ^uc^  a sorpW  was 

likdy  to  0xistf  otherwise  ii  would  have  been  perfectly  nuffa- 

tocy  from,  the  b^inning.  We  wcr^  surely  to  conclude  that 

thiese  w|^t,6e  a  s\]^rplus  in  such  case.     This  certaudy  was 

001  ^p  omob.  Qui  when  we  find  that  from  17D3  tp  IbOS,  a 

peir¥)4.of  t6n  years,- no  surplus  had  v\  fact  esiisted,  and  that 

Bh2  nothing 
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nothing  had  been  done  on  the  provisions  of  (hie  att  of  pfllr« 
]iianient^  sucli  a  long  experience  might  be  sufficient  to  ckm« 
vince  us  that  the  affairs  of  the  company  had  not  been  i^ 
ihe.yi^Tj  flourishing  state  in  ^hich  they  had  been  asserted 
to  hCf  i'Ut  i¥e  must  say^  afler  the  passm^  of  this  act,  and 
the  long  time  that  had  elapsed|  during  vhich  noth&ig  had 
been  done  upon  it,  that  the  fair  conclusion  was,  either  thU 
the  surplus  nad  been  misapplied,  or  that  the  country  had 
been  most  grossly  deluded  ;  and  that  instead  of  bein^'  in*  a 
flourishing  condition  as  had  been  pretended,  the  aflSm  of 
the  company  had  in  fact  been  in  a  most  alarming  situation; 
a  situation  nrhich  ou^ht  to  have  been  .explained  and  laid 
open  to  the  public,  instead  of  being  carefully  concealed 
irom  the  public  view.  In  his  opinion,  the  unprQ?perou3 
condition  of  the  company's  concerns  had  never  been  suffix 
cienily  accounted  jFpr.  He  did  not  say  that  be  had  not  heard 
a  great  deal  on  the  subject*  but  what  he  had  heard,  ih  gene- 
ral, proceeded  on  felsc  tacts  and  false  principles!  We 
oughtti)  have  the  accounts  of  the  company  before  tis,  Whh 
a  view  to  a  full  aijd  complete  examination,  not  for'tfie  f  tir* 
pose  of  retrospective  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  mniia- 

fcrs  of  the  aflairs  of  India,  with  the  intentioft  of  throwing 
lame  upon  any  body,  but  for  the  purpose  of  warning' us 

;  (the  present  administratioii)  against  the  errors  which  others 
iad  committed.  In  one  thing  the  present  administraffon 
woujki  ^prtainly  not  follow  the  example  of  others,  and  fhat 
was  ID  liolding  out  false  and  deliisive'hoiH^  to  the  country^ 
The  hon.  genUcman  (Mr,  Grant)  had  said,  and  justly  too, 
that  it.  would  be  mischievous  to  spread  alarm  among  our 
iiienda,  and  inspire  coolidcnce  into  oiir  enemies,  when  no 
necessity  for  it  einsted*  But  without  pretending  to  udfler- 
mt^  the  value  of  the  observation,  he  must  sa^^,  that  this 
had  bf  en  a  common-^place  argument  on  ope  tide  of  the  qu6&» 

'  tion.   It  might  be  improper  to  excite  alarm  when  then^was 

no  necessity  for  it^Tjut  it  was  much  worse  to  conceal  dan^r 

when  it  actually  existed,  and  thus  lead  people  on  Windfold 

.  to  their  destruction.    It  was  worse,  in  any  deparfnient  of 

S^vernment,  But  more  particularly  so  in  the  case  of  the 
astJndia  company.  3ut  he  would  ^ut  it  to  him,  whether 
pf  late,  the  error  had  not  be^n  cofnmitted  much  oflenfer  in 
the  way  (^f  delusion  than  the  way  of  alarm,  at  least  as  fieir 
as  rqrarded  this  subiect  ?  Now,  ^periehce* would  teacA  the 
^ise  to  avoid  those  faults  into  which  they  had  found  tyther^ 
inbst  apt  to  &Uf    (Certain  it  was  that  nmdi  less  was'toi)e 

apprehended 
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apfntbepyjedrfrom  too  much  jealousy  tban  from  too  much 

r^^gtwo^.    No  objection  had  been  made  to  the  tnetion  of 

&is  hpn.  friehd  near  him  (Mr.  Francis).    He  bad  only  been 

Mqwsted  to  postpone  it  upon  a  point  of  convenience;  t(> 

ivbich  he  had  properly  apreed.     Before  he  sat  down  he 

^oo«ld  not  avoid  paying  t^hat  tribute  of  praise  to  ihc  industry^ 

:perseverance,  and  clear-sighted  policy  of  his  hon.  friend, 

'<m  questions  relative  to  India,  which  they  so  much  de<» 

served.    No  merit  bdon^ng  to  any  other  who  had  turned 

fais  actuation  to  these  .subjects,  however  high  it  mig^ht  be, 

.  could  possibly  be  put  in  competition  with  that  which  his 

lion>.  friend  plight  fairly  and  justly  claim. 

Mr.  Grant  explained. 

Ijord  Morpeth  observed,  that  there  appeared  to  be  no 

Injection  to  the  principles  of  these  motions.     It  would  be 

.  m  the  lecollection  of  the  House,   that  the  half-miHion 

which  the  company  had  engaged  to  pnv  to  the  public  had 

.  <mly  been  paia  in  one  instance.     This  was  a  matter  of 

complete  notoriety.    He  would  be  sorry  to  withhold  any 

il^forroatiou ;   but  he  submitted  to  the  hon.   gentleman 

-<Mr>  Panll)  whether  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  press  his 

motions,  as  they  related  only  to  points  which  iv^e  univct* 

•aUy  known. 

Sit  T.  Metcalfe  contended  thnt  the  -pnvment  to  the 

r  poblic  was  only  to  be  made  provisionally.  While  the  debt 

ITK  incieasing  th(re  c^jild  be  no  surplus,  and  of  course  no 

.payment'  due.    iJiit^his  chief  object  in  risfng  was  to  shew, 

'  thai  though  the  half-million  had  not  been  regularly  pdid^ 

the  country  had  derive^  other  advantages  from  the  com* 

naiiy  more  than  equal  to  it.    The  duties  then  on  tea  had 

Been  raised  from  \x\  per  cent.,  to.  95  per  cent.    The  result 

from  this  was,  that  if  the  duty  had  continued  at  ISf  per 

tpeot.  the  vwfX  jpaid  ii^to  the  Exchequer;  supposing  the  lialf- 

millioii  to  have  been  regularly  paid;  woiiio  have  been'  five 

-  millpons.    Now,  however,  in  the  increased  duty  on  tea,  the 

mm  actually  paid  ititp  the  exchequer  was  seventeen  rail« 

iioos.  * 

Mr^AUerman  PHnsrp  had  listened  to  the  debate  on  this 
8M|}]ect  with  peculiar  interest,  ffis  opinion  always  had 
•  l^eea,  that  it  was  improper  to  sj^read  anv  alarm  with  regard 
;  to  the .  company ^s  affairs,  if  it  could  be  avoided.  The 
House  would  do  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge  that  he  h^d 
never  Iceoily  urged  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  but  be 
|u)evt^tgftatrespon;^ibiUty  attached  to  the  government.  It 

I  ought 
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ought  iof  examii^  whether  the  afiairs  of  the  cpoapany  ha4 
been  properly  conducted ;  whether  the  debt  arose  irom  i^Rr 
necessary  expenditure,  or  from  money  borrowed  for  jnilit^jT 
schemes,  of  which  no  communication  had  been  made  i^^ 
the  House,  They  had  to  reconcile  many  contradictory 
statements,  such  as  the  ^reat  property  of  the  company  aM. 
the  immense  accumuUition  of  their  debt,  w^ile  the  .cpia- 
roeree  of  India  was  open  to  other  nations  aod  shut  a^ai^ 
his  Majesty's  subjects.  He  expressed  his  willinpiess  to  glr^ 
government  every  assistance  in  his  power  in  carrying  o^ . 
their  inquiries. 

Mr.  Johnstone  would  not  trouble  the  House  wifh  many 
remarks  on  this  business ;  first,  bpcause  tlie  question  yvas 
prematun?,  since  it  would  huve  come  forward  much  belter.. 
after  the  accounts  had  been  laid  on  the  table.;  and  nes^t,/. 
because  the  attisntion  of  ministers  ou^h^  not  at  pres.eiit  to  1^  j 
turned  away  from  afiairs  that  rcquured  thejir  niore^iTUP^i- 1 
diate  labours.    But  he  ^ould  say,  however,  that  no  b}d,x^« 
whatever  attached  to  thcf  company ;  as  it  w^  dear  from  t^p ' 
accounts  that  their'  failure  to  pay  the  sum  agreed  upon  la  . 
the  public,  arose^from  the  wjffs  in  which  ijiGy  }x9d  hceji  ei\r^ 
gaged^    No  committee,  he  contended,  wai  necessary^  ,** 
every  thing  was  detailed  in  the  accounts  io  (he  cteai^t 
and  minutest  manner.  And  when  difTerences  arose  betweeif 
his  hon.  friend' (Mr.  Francis)  and  himself  ion  the  one  sj^le^  i 
and  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  near  >  Him  on  the  other, 
tlie  caus^  was,  that  the  noble  lord  alwltys  prdoeeded.uppn  , 
the  estimates,  while  they  constantly  attendfd  to  the.  results. 
There  •  was  no  difference  as  to  fac^s. 

Sir  Hugh  IngUs^  iiUttding  to  art  observation,  that  h^ 
fi^fenfitMi  Mr.  Alderman  l^insep,  observed,  that  it  wfis 
inrp^ds^le  fer  the  Eae^  India  Company  to  engross  the  whqle 
trade  of  A^,  and  that  other  nations  had  long  been  m  the 
habit  of  trading  to  it.  He  adverted  to  the  prospects  that 
the  company  Imd  had  in  ITQS,  and  contended  that  their. 
.  disappointments  had  arisen  from  the'  i^jars  in  wWch  they 
had  been  involved.  \  Government  had  ha5  tlie  use  of  ih^x 
ihips  -and  tr^ps  fiv  nothing' in  som^  expeditions.  .  The 
aeconnts  would  prove  that  the  dividends  Hro9e  from  the 

Erofits  of  trade,  and  not  from  money  b<Mrrowed  jn  India. 
[e  objected  to  a  committee  for  investigatij^  the  rise  and 
pro^rress  of  the  debt.  .  ' 

Mr.  AMerman  Prinsep  explained. 
Mr.  PuuU  again  urgod  the  propriety  ofiool^iag  into,  tjic 
'  .         "  »   statft 
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tfldt^of  the  company''s  debt,  vfhich  was  allcywed  in  1793  to 
tnehatt  tbe  company's  existence,  unless  measiireB  were  taken 
to  dl^diwrge  it.  It  was  now  at  such  a  height  as  ^to  menace 
the  existence  of  iKe  country,  unless  a  spewiy  remedy  were 
aj^pUed.  •  tie  acquitted  the  court  of  Directors.  The  war 
W^  not  ihfe  cause  of  the  debt.  The  ffovernmeat  of  India 
Wa»  fiot  prepared  for  the  war  when  it  be^an,  and  was  com^ 
pelled'  to  ha v^  recourse  to  oppressive  exertions  to  meet  the 
eittgMde.  -it  ifBB  impossible  a  war,  which  lasted  only  fouf 
months,  could  have  caused  such  an  accumulation.  Money 
&r  the  commercial  oooasions  of  the  cpmpauy  was  borrowed 
\n  fndia  at  fifieen  per  cent. ;  teii  per  cent,  was  allowed  to  the 
C3cmlmerciaT  residents,  and  ten  per  cent,  for  dividend;  ,Hc 
malntamed  thit  'under  all  thc^  charges  there  had  been  ^ 
ibs^  of  thirec  mfUipns'aod  a  Ilalf  jn  the^engal  trade,  within 
the-la«ltW6  JreJlrs.  Jt  was  OUl^  the  excessive  profits  on  the 
CMha'tKidb  that^nabl^  th^  combany^  to  m  on;  for  the 
Bitt^l  trade'aflRmfed  nothing.'  pe  wished  to  tiy  the-  te-s 
vponsibility  of  bonpwing  moneyf  or  these  co^^mercLil  mrs. 
pose^i  anct  to  shew  the  waste  aild  extravagance  of 'those 
trtlb  Md*  b^  enthisfed  with  th^  government  'of  India ; 
that  was  his  object  in  tfisbinglfor  iWcpmmittee;    . 

'Alter  some  observations  from  litnrd  fcastlereagk,  ip  eftcpla? 
btttmn,  who  formed  his  calculations  of  the  company^s  pros- 
perity to  1803, 'on  the  expectation  of  the  icoittinuande  of 
peace;  Mr.  H.  AddingUfn^  whp  deprecated  all  strong 
fangtirtge  resj^ftfaig  the  noble  maitquis  late  at  Ap  heed  of 
ih6  gotenimeilt  Of  India,  till  all  the  papers*  tending  to  set 
his  conduct  iuUy  and  fairly  in  view  should. b^  bexore  the 
Hbtise ;  Dr.  Laurence,  who  thctt^ht  it  very  proper  to 
move  for  papers  that  liad  never  rtdsted,  -for  the  tmrpose  of 
shewing  thai  the  lnyf  whic^i  required  .tb^m  had  not  been 
complied  with;*  and  ridiculed  Ihe^ noble  lord's  calculation 
of  the  company's  pros^rit^  M^atxmtinuance  of  peace. 
Bee  month  dtt^  hi$  Mnje^'^  ttieis«^«5  in  MaxcE^-lSOS^ 
which  gaveth^  Af^t  ralarm  of  t^  approach  pf. war  4oHr^ 
Paull,  who  disclaimed  all  intentv^i)  of  accusiyog  thendble 
jBarcjuis  alluded  to  on  the  pre^nt  .oc^ion,  proie^ing  at 
the  sa^ne  tin^e  }Ui»  coi^d^nq^  that  .whoa  he  should  hring  the 
conduct  of  that  noble  marquis  more  particularly  before  the 
House,  hb  wbald  at  least  make  out  a  good  grMod  for 
ilringing  the  business  forward  pttie  papers  were  ordered  as 
follows :  ccnpios  of  UQCOimts  of  aIL  pBymcnt^  nlade  fvoi^i 
thi<xMjiPt:^d&tet6fi1»th^  tuBgonf  r.m»gk$  of  ««U  rep^e- 

scnfttuons 
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sentatidns'itiade  from  the  lords  of  the  tre^ory  to  the  court 
of  directors,  on  the  oiQiiision  of  th^  payments  due  by  law  3 
copieb  of  all  representations  made  by  the  lords  of  the  tiea** 
sury  to  parliament,  on  the  omission  of  socb  representu-* 
tions ;  copies  of  all  accounts  of  stock,  appliea  to  the 
guarantee  fund  of  the  company  ;  the  yearly  accotmi  of  tk^ 
company's  stock,  and  the  appropriation  thereof ;  aipceuntd 
of  all  applications  of  the  Gavernor-General  of  Ii^ia,  to 
the  supercargoes  at  Canton,  tor  pecuniary  aid,  and  an- 
swers thereto.  > 

JOINT  ACCOUNT  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRBL^NO. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose,  pursuant  to  ncrtioe,  to  move,  thai 
R  committee  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  joint'  acconni 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Lord  fL  Petty^  tiora 
Castlercagh,  Mr.  Foster,  Sir  John  Stuart  of  Tynifle,  Mi^ 
Hawthorn,  Lord  Ossulston,  Sir  J.  Montgomery  Stuaiti 
Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Vansittart,  Mr.  Huskisson,  and  Sir  Ev«i| 
Nepean,  w^re  appointed  accordingly. 

Lord  H.  Petty  ffave  notice,  that  on  Thursday  hie  would 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill>  to  regulate  the  office  o^ 
treastrfer  of  his  Majesty^s  ordnance. 

Or  the  motion  of  Lord  Temple,  it  was  ordered  tibat  the 
House  should  on  Thursday  go  into  a  committee  for  the  par* 
pose  of  continuing  certain  acts  relating  to  the  GreeRUttid 
whale-fishery. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
pn  Lord  CoUingwood's  annuity  biU  was  pat  off  iSd 
MondciT.  ^  i 

The  Irish  land  partition  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  ana 
ordered  to  b^  committed  on  Thursday.    Adjourned; 

HOUSE   OP  LORDS, 

THCKSDAT,  FEB.  27. 

The  exchequer  bUls  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pass^ 
td,  and  a  mess^  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  commons  to 
acquaint  them  therewith. 

The  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  court'liouses  biU  wa* 
Tead  a  secMd  time,  and  committ^  for  the  next  day% 

IIIPEACHMRNT  WITNESSED  INDEMITITT   BILL. 

^he  order  of  the  day  having  been  read  for  tlieattendano^ 
«if  the  judges  (who  wiere  afi  pDesent),  to  give  their  answem 
to  the  tbiae  questwos  lefaned  to  tli^>  the  first  and  second 

of 
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pf.wlii$A  Yjeni  to  unmire  ivhetber,  according  io  laWy  a  ^it; 
nQss  could  aerour  io  ai^swer  a  question,  the  answer  to 
y^lUi^lk  fpigbtTendepJiim  Uuble  to  an  action  for  debt,  or  to  a 
sui,ii^.tliii  recovery  of  th^  profits  of  puWic  money  ?  and  the 
t|iir49;to  ascertain  whether  a  witness  who,  on  making  a  full 
;iM-&l^r(lkiclosure,  was  to  be  excused  from  certain,  debt s, 
i:pu)%npt  be  legally  objected  to,  on  the  ground  of  his  being 
inteitsieil  ?.. 

,Jt^a  Chief  Jystice  Mansfield  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  jud^,  which,  with  respect  to  the  first  two  questions 
would,  he  said  he  feired,  leave  their  lordships  in  n«»arly  the 
sam^stiifeef  doubt  ih  which  they  were  before,  although 
bifj^rood  tireibif^eii  and  himself  bad  devoted  as  ipuch  at- 
te^i9UL;ttk;lbcidc:cotiiti4eration  as  the  time  allotted  for  tlio 
|^i:||<Mev;iir0u}|]  aUov-  The  judges  were,  however,  upopi 
t^k^e.imft  qfic^tiQ«Viyhich  Ihey  considered  to  be  resolved 
;i^  0fie^  .aivifjlQd  M  ofSinion.  Those  wboiwere  of  opiqi(B| 
UMltlL:«Ht&«as  iijt^ucha'case  could  not  derwr^mi^tl^ 
prepaid  to  give  a  decisive  answer  to  that  cfTect,  but  wi^ 
lEH^ectjMUid^  who  were  of  a  conirafy  6piiiton,:that  opi- 
l^o8bttll^  qualified  by  a  great  iiumberjiM  cipceptipnS}  wl|icb 
tt  was  not  tbeir  province  tpdeapantupoo,  Under  the  general 
teixd9jiiif^  tiie  questions,  and  ^hich, 'indeed^  i(  ^'ould  he 
scmpt^  f!$fi$ib)e  for  thein^  undev  a  gene^l.  quctfUqxi^^to 
gmiM^SideA  opinion  npon*     Witk  res^icpt  to  the  third 

Jacstion^' they  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  th^a.witneqa 
i:tlM^i4^aiion  described^  as  whatever  wa^.  offeree)!,  on  con- 
d^o4^  9f^  making  a  full  ^d  fair  dUclo9ure,.cquld  legally 
make  no  difference  with  respect  to  his  evidence,  .be  being 
b^und  by  bis  qatbyl^Qr  kLW^-jno^r^lky,  and  ho^i9UT:,:t9;d(^clare 
the  tntthj^  th^  whole  triHb^  atdtPlWi^:^^t  the  truths;  ^^^, 
i<^dr yiwcA'/ond expressed  iiisdis«Tppoi:itmcnt  at  the  opi- 
nion which  be  hadji#  he(ird;fh)nf  thejM[$g?s,  which  he  bad 
expected  would  have  been  decisivejone  way  or  the  other.  In 
Oracr^  however,  to  obtain  an  arisweri  which  tni^ht  perbaps 
be  dl  that  would  be  necessary,  with  referenced  to  tlfe  bill, 
he  heggeA  Ieal^e  to  precise  another  quesli0n£i^ethef,  ac- 
cording to  law,  any  officer  or  agent  employed  uodS^t  any 
officer  entru^tea  with  tfe  -applicatiott  oF public  money, 
could  d^mur  i6  aa^er  io  any  question  relative  to  ?he  mat- 
ter io  issue,  the  answer  to  which  might  rend^  him  liable  to 
any  suit  respecting ^tfie  application  of  sucl't  money?  This 
^fstidn^'hoi^ever,  fie  w^  Very  wfllyia;  to  withdraw,  if  any 
rot':  t  I80i5-6t'        '  C  c    *  other 
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other  no1)le  lord  suggested  abetter  mode  of  attaining  the 
same  object. 

It  being  suggested  by  the  clerk  that  the  answers  6f  tfi6 
judges  shonhJ  be  delivered  in  writing,  they  wete  accord*" 
ingly  delivered.  The  answer  to  the  third  miestion  was  si* 
niilar  to  that  given  verbally  by  lyord  Chief  Justice  Mans^ 
field.  Tin*  answer  to  tlie  other  two  questions  stated,  that 
they  were  so  irer.  "nil  ux  their  nature  tliat  the  judges  could 
not  give  n  vali:>i<ic1or3'  ansAver. 

Jjurd  Ehhti  said,  it  would  l>e  in  the  recrollectfon  of  their 
lordsliips  that  he  had,  on  a  former  occasion, expressed  his 
doubts  whether  they  woidd  derive  much  precise  informatiori 
from  tlie  opinion  ol  the  judges  uixin  sucli  general  questions* 
The  great  difficulty  in  his  mind,  with  resjKxt  to  framing' 
more  specific  questions,  was,  that  ihey  could  not  do  so  with^ 
out  going  into  the  merits  of  tlu^  case  which  wastocomebe* 
fore  them  by  impeachment^  and  uj^on  which  they  ofight'to 
*J)reservQ  their  minds  clear  from  all  previous  opinion  upon 
thesubjectj  until  they  cume  before  them  regidarly  incvi- 
dence. 

Lord  Holland  pi'otested  against  the  opinion  given  by 
the  judges  upon  the  first  two  oupstionsj  as  one  which,  in  its 
tenat*noy,  was  iinc^onstitutional.  He  did  not  conceive  fliat 
it  rested  with  the  learned  judges  to  say,  that  a  question  re- 
ferred to  them  was  too  general  to  allow  tliem  to  giVc  a  satis" 
factory  answer — they  \s  ere,  on  the  contrary ,  to  gi  vea  specific 
answerwhen  their  lordships  required  one,  resjxjcting  any  ge-« 
iicral  or  abstract  point  of  law,  the  information  containeci  in 
which  th^  House  might  afterwards  apply  according  to  tlie 
/ex  et  consmiuth)  Parliamcnti.  But  that  that  House,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  si^ecific  answer  on  a  point  of  a  law,  ratust  put  an 
Individ ual<:ast»  instead  of  a  general  question,  was  a  practice 
which,  he  conceived,  tobe  whollyunsanctioned  by  the  usage 
'of  Parliament,  and  which  was  opjK)sitc  to  the  principles  of 
theconstitntioa,  inasmuch  as,  if  such  a  practice  waa  to  pny 
Vail,  the  House  would  be  referring  questions  Xo  the  judges^ 
'the  answer  to  \%I>ich  would  i;ivolvc  what  ought  to  be  their 
Wrdships'  procwdings  uponany  specific  point  before  them^ 
This  he  must  derisively  protest  a.g;unt,  and  it  was  in  thli 
point  of  view  that  he  felt  niriiself  under  the  necessity  of  olv 
jecting  to  the  question  proposed  by  the  noble  lord  (Auck-* 
land),  although,  if  it  was  pressed,  he  would  not  oppose  It^ 
hut  he  bbjected  to  it  on  the  ground  of  its  being  too  specific. 
He  conceived  ttiat  tiie  House  iuvd  a  rigbt  to  an  aiiftwer  from 
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the  learocd  iudges  upon  any  abstract  poiirt  of  luw,  rospocl- 
ing  tvliich  tucy  roqiurccl  iiifonnation,  and  Hint  such  ans\v<»r» 
should  be  in  the  allnnalivc  or  negative.  lie  could  not 
lielp  remarking,  that  in  this  case  the  opinion  delivcrwl  vha 
voce  bv  the  learned  chief  justice,  and  that  deliveral  in  wxiU 
\ng  at  the  table,  were  fit  variance.  From  the  formw  it  was 
clearly  to  be  inferred  that  thcleanied  judgeg  diflered  in  opi- 

jiion  respecting  the  aiif^wer  to  be  given,  whilst  the  paper 
delivered  In  at  the  table  was  the  answer  of  all  the  judges, 
aiid  stated  (hal,  which  he  coidd  not  admit,  and  whicli  he 
was  anxic>us  should  not  \ye  considered  by  tlie  (louse  as  an 
aiiJiwcr  that  it  was  projxT  to  admit.  Had  not  thecoubklera- 
tionofthebillpnvssed  upon  the  House  in  point  of  time,  he 
should  have  thought  it  his  duty,  under  the  circuinstances  of 
this  pase,  to  move  for  a  coninuttee  io  search  ibr  precedents 
Inspecting  questions  referred  to  the  judges,  and  their  an* 
swcrs,  in  order  that  the  practice  of  parIianK*nt  in  this  re- 

,|ftpect  might  be  folly  ascertained. 

JElarl  Stanhope  said,  his  noble  friend  had  mistakea  the 
practice  of  parliament,  with  respect  to  the  questions  referred 
4q  the  judges.  ]f  his  noble  friend  had,  like  himself,  endured 
the  misery  of  attending  for  six  venrs,  during  the  trial  of 
\Varren  Hastings,  he  would  have  known  that  it  had 
been  constantly  the  practice  to  n^fer  questions  to  tlie  judges 
upon  specific  points,  and  individuid  cases.     He  couhl  not, 

.at. the  same  time,  agree*  with  his  noble  friend,  as  to  the  gi*ne-« 
ralpropdety  of  requiring  an  answer  from  the  h^iirned  judges 

.to  a  question  respecting  an  abstract  point  of  law.  Such  a 
question  might  iji\  olvc  both  negative  and  positive  relations ; 
and  how  was  it  [jossiblc  for  the  learnf\i  judires  to  givp  a  ge: 

.  iieral  answer,  of  yes  or  no,  to  a  quettion  which  they  couhl 

.  not,  indeed,  answer,  without  niaiviiig  a  ihous-uid,  or,  per- 
haps, ten  thousand,  exceptions  to  the  general  ruh*  laid 
down.     With  respect  to  tlic  bill  itself,  he  was  of  opinion, 

.  that  then'  should  not  be  u  diflirreht  1  nv  for  A.  to  >vhat  llnTe 
.was  for  p.  and  he  had  an  iflen,  if  it  v.as  npt  ^irried  into 
effect  by  any  other  persfui,  of  proposing  a  genenil  law  upon 
the  subject,  ccmtained  in  a  short  hill,  actKirding  Io  whicl), 
the  evidence  given  by  any  person  n^^ixt-ting  any  matter  in 
issue  bhouJd  not  Ix^  after\vards  made  use  of  iu  any  way 
against  him. 

The  Ijord  Cham (llor,  after  briefly  stating  the  circum- 
rtanct^  which  gave  rise,  on  a  former  occ>asion,  to  putting 

,  these  questions  to  the  judges,  observed,  that  it  was  clear, 

'  from  the  itutemcnt  of  the  learnetl  chief  justice,  th^t  tUi 
'  Gca 
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learned  judges  had  not  really  declined  lo  answer  the  ques- 
tion, on  account  of  its  bcicg  of  too  general  a  nature,  but 
that  they  had  differed  in  opinion  with  respect  to  the  sub- 
ject matter  which  that  qur.^tion  involved,  and,  therefore, 
Ibej  could  not  return  a  i^c^ueral  answer,  either  one  way  or 
the' other.  He  looked  nj)  with  reverence  and  resj^ect  to  the 
opinion  of  the  judgt^;  he  wished  to  have  their  opinion 
upon  such  a  quasi  Ion  ;  the  House  had  a  right  ,io  call  for 
their  opinion.  Tlie  variance  between  the  verbal  statement 
of  the  learned  chief  justice,  and  the  answer  delivered  in  at 
the  table,  was  obvious  to  the  House;  it  was  also  cleat  that 
the  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the  learned  judges  was, 
not  as  to  the  form  of  the  question  put  to  them,  but  upon  the 
merits  of  the  question  itself.  Under  these  circumstancesi 
therefore^  he  thought  that  the  House  was  entitled  to  call 
for  an  opinion  from  the  judges,  and,  as  they  could  not 
>agrce,  that  they  should  deliver  their  opinfons  seriatim. 
He,  at  the  same  time,  wished  to  pav  the  ni^hest  deference 
to  the  opinion  upon  this  subject  of  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  (tord  Eldony.  • 

LoTff  Grcnvilfe  perfectly  concurred  in  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack.  He 
wished  to  pay  every  respect  to  the  learned  judges,  but 
their  lordships  w^rc  entitled  io  an  opinion  upon  the  ques- 
tions referreo  to  that  learned  body ;  and,  however  painiiil 
^r  unpleasant  the  task,  they  must  do  their  duty.  He  con«» 
curred  in  the  propriety  of  hearing  the 'judges  seriatim. 

Lord  Haickeshuii/  also  agreed  that  the  judges  should  bo 
heard  seriatim;  the  only  question  appeared  to  him  to  be  as 
•*to  Hie  mode  of  getting  rid  of  the  answer  io  the  first  two 
questions  which  had  been  delivered  at  the  table.  It  oc» 
curred  to  him  that  the  best  mode  of  doing  this  woidd  be 
to  consider  that  answer  as  not  havuig  been  delivered,  and 
that  it  should  be  understood  that  the  learned  judges  were  to 
deliver  their  opinion  upon  the  question  as  if  no  such  an«f 
Bwer  had  been  given.  With  n?spect  tp  what  had  fallen 
from  his^ioble  friend  (Lord  Holland)  as  to  the  proceeilings 
of  the  House  being  controuled  by  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
upon  specific  points,  that  opinion  was  not  sanctioned  by 
precedent?,  one  of  which  occured  to  him  at  the  moment 
—the  case  of  Dr.  Sachcverell,  in  which  the  House  acted 
ill  direct  opposition  to  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  judges. 
As  to  the  jdf^a  started  b^  the  noble  earl  (Stanhope),  of  a 

general 
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p»ncra!  law  to  pTcv<*nt  the  cvuleiice  of  witnesses  from 
•l^ifffr  wj5e<l  against  themselves,  he  thought  it  uould  not 
have  tlieeflcct  whieh  (he  noble  earl  proposed,  <is  if  the 
14  if nej^st-s  Mere  comp'lled  <o  disclose  facts,  that  disclo- 
Mire  mii;ht  aftord  a  cine  fur  proviug  those  facts  against 
Iheiti. 

l*<>rd  Auckland  \Ti(lidrewliis  motion. 
The  Earl  of  Radnor  thought  the  judges  ought  to  be 
caVod  ujion  to  deliver  their  opinions  scrialiiii. 

Lord  Efdon  said,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  state 
th«it  he  gjive  too  positive  an  opinion  upon  the  point  in^ 
volvod  in  the  bill.  He  hnd  said,  that  there  was  no  doubt 
that  a  witness  had  no  right  to  demur  to  a  question,  tlie 
answer  to  which  might  involve  him  in  a  civil  suit;  that 
opinion  he  must  now  retract,  as  he  found. there  wcre^^oubls 
upon  the  subject  araouffst  persons  of  high  legal  authority^ 
lie  concurred  in  opinion  that  the  judges  should  be  heaird 
sr'Hatim^  and  therefore  moved,  that  the  judges,  havijie 
given  a  decided  opinion  in  the  negative  as  to  the  thi|3 
question  referred  to  them ;  and  it  having  been  stated  that 
they  differed  in  opinion  as  to  the  other  two  questions, 
that  they  should  be  heard  seriatim  upon  those  questions, 
and  that  they  .should  attend  llic  next  day  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  tlieir  opinions. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
Jlollandjthe  further  consideraHon  of  tlu;  bill  was  postponed 
till  Tuesday^  for  which  day  the  Lords  were  ordered  to  be 
summoned. 

The  ArcWushop  of  Canlcrbury  moved.  That  the  thanks 
of  the  House  shonhl  l3e  given  to  the  Bishop  of  Bristol,  for 
his  sermon  prenched  the  preceding  diiy  al  tlie  collegiate 
church  of  Westminster,  and  that  he  be  nqui red  to  print 
and  pnb1i«jh  the  same.     Orjtred. 

Ivirl  Sj^'ncer  presented  a  ])eti(ion  from  Prifi:adier-Ge» 
renl  Kerr,  claiming  the  title  of  Duke  of  Uoxburgh, 
which  wiis  referred  tp  the  committee  of  privileges.  Ad'» 
journcd. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 

tx;esday,  TLB.* 27. 
A  messafl^e  was  brought  from  the  Lords,  stating  that  theit 
lordships  had  agreed  to  th(?  five  million  exche<juer  bills 
bill  without  any  amendment. 

Dr, 
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Dr.  Duigenan  broujght  in  the  Irish  first  fruits  bill, 
irhich  was  re^d  a  first  timey  aad  ordered  to  be  rei|d  a  seppnq 
iiine  on  Monday. 

.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  thanks  of  the  Mousd 
were  voted  to  the  very  licv.  the  Dean  of  Ilaphop,  for  the 
sermon  preached  before  the  House  the  preceding  day, 
hcins  the  day  apix>inted  for  a  gi^neral  humiliation  and  iast, 
.and  Tie  was  requested  to  print  the  same. 

Mr.  Francis  moved  for  extracts  of  any  letters  or  account 
veceived  from  the  presidency  of  Bombay,  relative  to  tlie 
jum  of  31,9^$>44  Bombay  rupees,  inserted  in  the  account 
of  iheir  disbursements,  from  the  year  ending  the  50th  April 
1803,  and  said  to  be  money  lent  to  Gwicowar. 

Lord  Morpeth  stating  that  there  was  no  objeciioA  to  the 
.inption,  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

NOTICES   OF   ItfOTIONSt 

tiord  Totkesione  observing  that  then?  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  agreeing  to  the  proposition  which  he  was  aboat  io 
submit,  moved,  tliat  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an 
^account  of  all  payments  of  ])ensions,  and  other  monies  fa^ 
way  of  ajinuity,  that  had  been  granted  by  the  aiurt  <tf  dn 
rectors  of  the  Ea.st  India  compiny,  from  the  year  1783  to 
the  ph*sont  time;  s])ccifying  the  diifcreut  sums,  and  the 
iervices  for  which  they  had  l)een  granted. 

The  Speaker  intimati»d,  that  if  any  hesitation  appeared 
in  the  House  to  accede  to  this  motion,  the  noble  lord  had 
fcrtlcr  content  himsclfj  in  conformity  witli  what  he  (tho 

,  Speaker)  conreivixl  to  be  a  rule  Chtablished  in  the  Honse^ 
by  givitig  notice  of  his  motion  for  a  future  day. 

1/ird  Jhlkrsfone  d(»clared  iiimself  hostile  to  the  practice, 
or  to  the  cstaUishment  of  any  such  riile;  jwrticularly  in 
such  a  case  as  the  pn^snit,  where  no  possible  objection  could 

.be  made  to  the  m(\lion,  he  by  no  means  conceived  himself 
bound  tfi  give  not  ire  of  it .     li\  howcyiT,  the  House  shoidd 

]  deterraineio  e>ta1)lish  such  a  rule,  he  trusted  that  its  opera-i 
lion  vould  not  l>o  partial,  but  that  it  woukl  W  rigidly  ad- 
.  hen^l  to  in  every  instance. 

The  Speaker  trusted  that  the  House  would  do  him  the 
justice  to  Mieve,  tliat  he  w.'is  influenced  by  no  motive  in 
'the  remark  that  he  had  made,  but  the  wish  to  uphold  their 
received  jiract  ice.  (If ear!  Ifear!)  Since  he  had  enjoyed 
the  honour  of  sitting  in  that  chair,  it  hsid  certainly  lx*ea 
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the  received  pTactioe,  not  to  enterfain  any  motion  of  a 
|>ublic  nature,  without  a  previous  noti(^e^  except  indeed 
the  annual  accounts,  &c.  \vhich  were  mere  matters  c^ 
counie.  The  reason  of  this  usage  was  evidently  to  prevent 
the  House  from  being  under  the  distu^recable  neafe<*ify  of 
tescinding  on  one  day  what  they  haoagrced  to  in  the  day 
Jprooeding,  in  the  absence,  perhaps^  of  those  members  whd 
were  competent  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  quwslioif* 
If,  however,  the  House  thought  proper  that  this  practice? 
should  be  abandoned,  it  was  for  tnem  to  express  their  plea^ 
sure.  .  * 

Lord  Folkestone  repeated  his  objections  to  the  practib^ 
of  giving  notices.  It  would  be  bolter  to  get  rid  of  aaj^ 
49bnoxious  motion,  by  calling  for  the  pn  vious  q\iestl6n.   . 

Mr.  Francis  y  as  an  old  member  of  the  Ho^l4e,  felt  him- 
teif  entitled  to  express. his  opinion  on  this  sul)jcct.  Dvrrlii^ 
the  two  first  parliaments  in  which  he  iiadheld  a  seat,  no  s6ch 
piactice  was  resorted  to^  except  on  very  particular  occa^ 
sicas.  The  present  motion  wns  tiot  one  of  those  which  api 
peared  to  him  to  require  previous  notice,  tt  was  not  a  ndi 
jitical  question ;  it  was  a  question,  the  propriety  of  Mrhici 
cofM  not  admit  of  debate,  as  it  merely  related  to  the jSubltii 
expendttuoe,  information  con^cerning  w^ich,  the  HouseJ 
lis  guardians  of  the  public  pnt&C,  must  evcfr  be  solicitous  t^r 
obtain.  '        .' 

Mr.  Pertecdt^  at  thfe  same  time  that  he  Aid  not  mean  lA 
cast  the  slightest. imputation. of  that  nature  oq  the  i\obI6. 
lord  who  brought  forward  the  present  motion,  could  nol 
toneeive  what  motive  could  induce  any  gciitlenicln  to'  de- 
cline giving  notice  of  a  motion,  unless  it  was  a  wish  to  tak^i 
Ihe  House  by  sui^rise. 

General  TarJeton  aad  Lord  Morpeth  suppoTtsxI. tiie  ;ie^ 
l%ssityof  notices.  '       ,. 

Mr.  Secretarj/  Fox  did  not  oppose  the  practice  of  occa- 
aionally  giving  notice  of  a  motion,  but  the  length  to  which 
the  practice  had  been  carried.  Wlicre  no  objection  Could 
be  made  to  the  motion,  Uiere  was  in  his  mind  no  doubt  ot* 
the  propriety  of  withholding  notice  of  such  a  motion. 
Should  any  person  conversant  with  the  business  request 
that  the  motion  should  be  put,  off,  it  would  then  c(*rtaiuly 
he  expedient  for  the  mover  to  give  way.  In  his  opinion 
this  practice  of  giving -notice  of  every  motion  was  u^e  of 
the  many  instances  of  a  relaxation  of  duty  in , ihe  Hx)as^  gf 
Commons.      For  his  part  he  afways  conceived  II   the 
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bcmnden  duty  of  every  meiiiIxT  to  attend  ia  his  situation, 
ud  be  prepared  for  any  motions  that  might  be  offered.  It 
was  the  ancient  usage  of  (hat  House,  before  the  supply  wai 
yotedf  to  wpve  for  the  redress  of  grievances,  and  'then 
either  to  postpone  the  motion  to  adjourn ^  or  to  pass  to  tlic 
order  of  the  day.  This  proceeding  was  founded  on  the 
true  principle  which  ought  to  actuate  that  House,  namely, . 
that  tlie  redress  of  grievahcea  'sliouUl  precede  the  supply. 
This  certainly  was  a  principle?  le^  convepicrit  tohim  m  his 
present  situation  than  in  .th^t  which  he  had  bcciipicd  for 
the  greater  part  of  his  life;  but  on  this,  as  well  as  on 
inany  othei  subjects,  he  confi's^  he  had  not  yet  weaned 
^imself  from  his  otd  habits  arid  opinions. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  thought  there  coiifd  be  iio  objection  \6 
the  motion,  sb  it  related  (o  the  production  of  a  public 
docameht'.. 

Mr.  Rose  wished  for  previous  notices. 

Mr.  Leigh  considered  this  a  ^ood  opporhinity  fo  come 
to  a  decision  on  this  unsettled  pomt.  He  thouiriit  it  would 
be.adviseable  to  establish,  as  the  law  of  parliament,  that 
-when  a  motion  was  submitted  lo  the  House,  if  ^riy  indivi- 
dual meiifiber  objected' to  it,  it  should  be  withdrawn,  and 
notice  given  for  a  future  day. 

Afier  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Hawthorne,  who  objected 
lo  this  proposition,  and  "fromMr.  LeigK  in  explanation, 
Lord  Folkestose's*  motion  was  put,  and  carried  without  a 
division. 

'  Oh  the  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  It  was  ordered 
that  there  be.  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  any 
offices  in  Ireland  that  may  have  been  granted  to  two  dt 
Inore^  persons,  for  their  concurrent-  lives,  with  benefit  of 
nirvivovship. 

On  the  niotion  of  Lord  Henry  P^tfy,  it  was  ordered 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  all  th^ 
duties  retained  and  not  drawn  back,  on  the  exports  of  fo« 
reign  and  colonial  goods,  from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland^ 
durinethe  years  1801,  1802,  1803,  1804,  1805,  and  ib 
the  6&  of  February,  1806.  As  likewise  a  similar  account 
bf  duties  on  similar  exports  from  Ireland  to  Great  Britain^ 
down  to  the  5th  of  January,  1800. 

VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  TVhitbread  rose  to  submit  his  promised  motion,  fot 
^  return  of  the  e£fectiv«  volunteer  force,  to  which,  as  no 
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opposition. had  been  manifested  when  he  gave  his  notice, 
he  trusted  none  would  now  be  m&de.  There  was  no  subject 
on  which  il  behoved  the  House  and  the  country  lobe  more 
bompletely  informed  than  tlie  present.  They  had  been 
buoyed  up. with  the  most  magnificent  descriptions  of  the 
state  of  the  voluntary  defence,  and  it  was  now  highly  ex- 
pedient to  ascertain  the  actual  £iict.  ,  At  such  a  crisis  as 
the 'present,  this  was  peculiarly  indispenasble.  It  was  of 
the  utmost  importance,  previous  to  the  sums  being  voted 
for  the  clothing  and  expences  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  volunteer  estaljlishment,  that  the  House  should  know 
what  number  of  men  were  likely  to  take  the  field  in  case  of 
iemtrgcricy.  tie  was  sure  that  his  honourable  friends  who 
were  near  him,  would  give  this  subject  all  the  attention 
that  its  great  importance  demanded.  Were  it  not  for  this 
conviction,  he  should  consider  it  his  duty  himself  to  found 
a  motion  on  the  reports  for  which  he  should  on  that 
evening  move.  As  it  was,  however,  he  should  leave  it  with 
perfect  confidence  in  their  hands.  One  additional  remark 
be  would  make,  which  was,  that  not  only  the  number  iji 
efrctiVe  men  should  be  desirly  ascertained,  but  iheA  the 
rank  of  the  officers  should  likewise  be  considered  and  taimng^ 
ed.  He  was  himself  in  the  command  of  a  volunteer  coips^ 
«nd  he  was  solicitous  that  neither  he,  nor  any  other  office 
in  a  similar  situation  >  should  be  circumstanced  in  that  par* 
ticniar  in  the  way  in  which  he  now  was.  He  would  say  no 
more  on  the  subject  at  present,  but  rest  satisfied  with  moving, 
that  tliere  be  laid  before  the  House  the  actual  returns  of  the 
di^rent  volunteer  corps  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery, 
in  Great  Britain,  describing  the  real  effective  strength  of 
each  corps,  the  state  of  their  discipline,  and  their  fitness  for 
service,  according  to  the  last  returns  made  by-tlie  General 
and  Inspecting  officers  of  the  different  districts  ;  as  likewise 
a  return  of  the  names  of  the  said  General  and  inspecting 
officers** 

General  Tarleton  was  very  happy  to  give  his  support 
to  the  motion.  The  volunteers  and  the  pubUc  at  large 
were  anxious  to  know,  whether  or  not  any  new  measure  of 
defence  was  to  be  adopted.  It  was  now  near  March,  a 
period  at  which  a  campaigo  usually  commenced,  and  this 
circumstance,  added  to  the  dangers  with  which  the  country 
was  threat^K^,  .pointed  out  the  necessity  of  expediting  as 
much  as  possible  any  military  plans  that  might  be  in  con- 
templation. 

Mr.  Whitbread^s  motion  was  agreed  to. 

YoL.  I.  1805-6.         D  d  fo&eiov 
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FOREIGN   TROOPS.  . 

By  desire  of  the  secretary  at  war,  the  clerk  read  the 
ac(,  allowinfi^  his  Majesty's  government  to  retain  to  the 
number  of  teji  thousand  foreign  trocJps  in  Great  Britain. 

The  Secretary  at  War  haviiig  stated,  that  the  recruitiDg 
of  (he  German  le«fion  liad  occasioned  an  increase  of  throe 
thousand  men  nioic  than  was  permitted  by  the  abovemen-' 
tiojicd  act,  obtained  leave  \o  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  tlio 
provisions  of  the  act.  **" 

Sir  Philip  Stephens  brought  in  the  marine  mutiny  bill, 
which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  secoikl 
time  the  next  day. 

EARt  ST.    VlKCENTi 

Xor</  IlhtTTif  Pdtf/y  previous  to  moving  for  a  committeof 
on  his  MajcstyV  message  relative  to  Earl  St.  Vincent^  ac- 
quainted the  House,  that  he  ha'd  his  Majest^-^s  commamb 
io  recommend  to  them  that  the  annuity  now  limited  to  the 
Iwo  heirs^malc  of  the  noble  earl  should  be  extended  to  the 
4wo  next  heirs  of  the  peerage  in  succession.  It  was  fait 
duty  to  add,  that  when  the  |)ciision  was  first  granted  it  was 
vo  coirtiaucd^  bat  it  had  happened  that  in  probcedintf 
through  the  House  it  became  limited.  He  thought  it 
right  distinctly  to  slate  this,  to  shew  that  it  was  no  new 
Avour  granted  to  Earl  St.  Vincent^  although  he  had  no 
doubt  if  it  were  so,  that  the  undiminished  xe^il  with  which, 
iithis  adranced  period  of  life,  the  noble  earl  was  sacrifichig 
hiseasef  and  devoting  himself  to  the  service  of  his  country, 
would  induce  the  House  cheerfully  to  accord  with  such  a 
proposition. 

Mr*  Rose  corroborated  the  statement  of  the  noble  I6rd, 
that  it  certainly  was  intended  when  the  grant  was  first  con^ 
terredon  Earl  St.  Vincent,  that  it  should  devolve  to  the 
two  next  heirs  of  the  peerage  in  succession.  He  felt  it  a 
duty  which  lie  owed  tiiat  noble  earl  Xq  decLire,  that  when 
'thesabiect  of  extending  it  was  first  mentioned  to  him,  he 
hadsaidthat  bo  fell  himself  sufficiently  rewarded,  and  m* 
quested,  ihat  if  any  thing  further  were  in  contemjdation, 
it  might  be  done  without  his  interposition*  . 
.  }Iis  Majesty's  recommendation,  as  ja^t  commuDtcattiii 
by  Lord  llenry  Petty,  having  been  oraered  to  be  refcnrd 
t^  the  same  committee,  the  llousc  resolved*  itself  into  a 
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committee  on  hU  M^yesly's  nessage  respecting  Earl  St. 
Vincent,  when  a  rgsolution  vfns  a^rreed  to,  in  conformity 
with  the  said  message ;  and  the  llousc  having  been  re- 
sumed, the  Report  wjis  ordered  to-be  received  the  .next 
day. 

On  the  inotion^of  Lord  Morpeth^  a  variety  of  papers, 
comnrising  the  details  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
Ihc  cliiE^rent  presidencies  of  India,  were  ordered  to  be  laid 
on  the  table,  preparatory  to  the  bringing  forward  of  the 
India  bndget^ 

Mr,  Aldcrioan  Prinscp  gave  notice  that  he  would  the 
next  day  move  for  an  account  of  the  bullion,  stores,  and. 
merchandize,  exported  by  the  Ea»t  India  company  at  va-> 
rious  p^riodb,  with  the  balances,  &c. 

OFFICE  OF   ORDNANCE. 

Lord  Jlenrj/  Pettj/  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in. a 
bill  for  the  better  r(^ulatiqn  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  his 
Majesty's  ordnance.  The  principal  object  which  he  pror 
posed  by  this  bilt,  was  to  afford  the  public  that  security,  for 
4hc  due  administration  of  their  money,  to  which  they  were 
entitled,  by  making  it  a  legislative  provision  that  all  ba<r 
lances  remain mg  in  the  hands  of  the  trcni)Urer  should  be 
jilcposUed  in  the  Bank  of  Knglnrul.  It  was  true  that  th^c 
existed  an  order  given  by  the  board  of  ordnance  to  that 
effect;  but  it  was  desirable  that  the  public  should  havQ 
better  $ccurity  than  the  m^ re  act  of  iaiy  boitrd,  that  (he 
money  which  harl  been  voted  for  particular  purposes  should 
iae  appropriated  to  those  purposi?s,  and  to  no  others.  As^  he 
Tvas  on  the  sui>j(*ct,  he  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
giving  notice,  tliat  it  was  liis  intention  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  iii  bills  for  enforcing  similar  regnlationK,  and  CJir- 
ryiug  into  effect  a  similar  jjrinciple,  in  the  Post^ottice,  lix** 
irisc^roSlce,  GustonNhouse.  Sec. 

Air,  Jjong  gave  the  no!)le  lord  the  highest  cYcdit  for  in- 
trotlucing  this  principle  into  the  pu5ru',  otfices,  and  he  w;ui 
i:orivi»ced  that  the  country  would  ])articipate  ui  the  satis- 
i<\c\  ion  which  he  felt  on  i\xc  occasiou.  With  respect  to  Uic 
regulation  ius  aff?{*ting  the  ordnanc*-^,  it  certainly  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  late  haul  ijf  that  board  (Lord  (3hatham),  to 
take  a  similar  step,  and  he  liacl  onlv  waited  for  certain  olli- 
x;ial  returns  to  aiable  him  to  do  so  more  cflbctually.  lie 
trusted  that  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  noble  Ivird,  in 
41  maiy^c^r  so  hououraUe  to  himself,  would  never  be  lost 
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Sight  of,  and  that  it  would  be  rendered  applir4ible  to  tiie 
public  money  in  its  ptissagc  to  ibe  exchequer,  as  well  as 
afler  it  bad  been  issued  from  thc^nce.  In  the  former,  as 
well  as  in  the  latter  ease,  be  conceived  that  it  would  be 
highly  expedient,  and  conduce  muph  to  1]ic  public  ad-s 
vantage,  tnat  the  balances  shouldtl^c  placed  in  the  Bank  of 
En":land. 

Lord  Henry  Petty's  niotio;i  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, 
&C.  was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  Irish  lands  patti^- 
tion  bill  went  through  a  committee ;  the  report  was  re* 
ceived,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  thi^d  time  the  next 
day.  . 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Temple,  the  Hooso  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  Greenland  whalcrfishery  acts. 

After, some  conversation  between  ^ii.  Leigh,  Lord 
Temple,  and  Mr.  Vansittart,  a  resolution  was  agreed  to, 
that  leave  be  given  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  Greenlana 
whale-fishery,  to  complete  their  number  of  men  at  certain 
ports  for  the  present  season. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  it  was  ordered,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  the  produce  of 
all  the  duties,  customs,  and  excise,  from  the  5tn  of  Janu- 
ary, 1805,  to  the  5fh  of  January,  1806,  distinguishing 
the  several  ariiclcs,  and  the  temporary  from  the  permaneBt 
duties. 

EXriRIXG    LAWg. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committcB 
on  the  expiring  laws;        '      • 

The  several  resolutions  were  read  ;  arid  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Vansittart,  bills  were  ordered  on  the  1st,  I3(h,  and 
14th.  The  remainder  were  postponed,  and  onlered  to  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House.  Tlieindemr 
nily  bill  went  through  a  committee.  Tlie  report  was  or- 
dered la  be  received  the  next  day.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

FRIDAY,    FEB.  28. 

IJiOrd  Viscoi^nt  Anson  (late  Mr.  Anson)  waft  introduced 
in  the  usual  form,  between  Lord  Viscount  Newark,  and 
Lord  Viscount  C\irzon.  Lord  Lauderdale  (Earl  of  Lau- 
derdale) was  also  introduced  between  Lord  Holland  and 
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)Am\  Walsintjtram.  Their  patents  of  creation  having  bc?cn 
r*.'ad  at  the  table,  their  lordhliips  respectively  took  the  oaths 
iiiift  their  seats. 

The  Earl  of  Donouf^hTnare,  one  of  the  Irish  reprc^nta'* 
live  ptxTs,  ah.o  took  the  oaths  and  his  seiit. 

The  royal  a^jsent  ^vas  given  hy  commission  to  the  exch&i 
quer-bills  fiill,  Latl  v  ViTooiintess  Nclson^s  and  Sir  Richard 
Blrachari's  annuity*  bills. 

The  commis.sioiierB  v,crc  ihd  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl 
of  Caernarvon,  and  Lord  Walsingham.  ' 

IMFSACUMENT  WITXESSES  INDEMXITV  BILL. 

The  order  of  the  preceding  day  liaving  been  read  for  the 
judges  to  deliver  tlieir  opinions  that  day,  scrialimy  on  the 
questions  referred  to  them, 

Mr,  Baron  Sutton  addressed  the  House,  but  in  so  low  a 
tone  of  voice,  tha4  we  could  uqi  precisely  collect  his  opi» 
nion ;  bat  we  understood  it  tobe,  that,  as  a  general  prmi. 
piple,  a  witness  might  be  required  to  answer  a  question,  the 
answer  to  which  did  not  render  him  liable  to  criminal  pro-* 
secution,  to  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  but  did  acknowledge, 
or  tend  to  acknowledge,  a  debt  recoverable  by  a  civil  suit. 
This,  however,  with  cxcepfions. 

Mr.  Baron  Graluim  wJis  of  the  same  opinion,  which  he 
contended  was  conformable  to  the  general  principles  of  law 
^  well  as  to  the  practice  of  the  courts. 

ftfr.  J  ustice  Olnimbre  took  a  similar  ground  of  argument, 
but  in  greater  detail,  contendiug,  that  a  witness  under  such 
circunislances  might  berequirwl  to  amwer;  otherwise,  if  a 
c«>n(n»ry  nrineiple  prevailed,  that  a  witness  could  not  be 
comix  U«*<1  to  aufh^ef,  ]><»caiise  the  ai!SM'er  might  affect  hi|t 
intenM.s,  it  could  scarcely  he  j  os^ible  in  any  case  to  obtain 
the  trnih,  or  do  jualice  bei\\e>'n  parly  and  |)arty.  He 
a^rroetl,  lio'»vevcr,  that  there  were  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule. 

Mr.  Justice  Lc  Blanc  and  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence  were  of 
a  similar  opinion. 

Mr.  Justice*  Grose,  on  the  contrary,  contended  that^herp 
was  no  estal)Hahcd  rule  of  law,  or  any  precedc.its  of  suffi- 
cient aulliority,  by  which  a  witness  could  be  required  to 
answer,  when  the  effect  of  that  answer  might  be  to  render 
him  liable  to  a  civil  action,  in  consequence  of  hU  being 
forced  to  acknowicdga  a  debt,  or  th^t  he  wjis  wr6ngftillj 
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in  possession  of  any  property,  or  to  make  aiiy  other  act 
^nowlerlgment  injurious  to  his  interests, 

Mr.  Justice  liooke  concurred  in  the  same  opinion  ;  he 
deprecated  thcestabli^hmentof  such  a  principle,  as  that  of 
.compelling  a  witness  to  ans>ver  under  the  circunistana*s 
mentioned,  as  persons  might  in  that  case  be  compc*llrd  to 
make  acknoivlcdgmenfs,  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
ruinous  to  themselves  aijid  their  families,  whilst  on  the  other 
band,  in  order  to  a.vert  such  consequences},  (hey  would 
tavc  a  strong  temptation  to  perjury^  In  tlic  course  of  hi^ 
speech,  he  quoted  the  case  of  Lord  Keith,  who  in  conse* 
quence,  he  said,  of  being  unwarilv  led  to  acknowledge  hav-* 
ir^  acted  erroneously  in  his  situation  of  commander  in 
chief,  was  aften^-ard^  subjected  to  a,  verdict  against  him 
mith  10,000/.  damages. 

Lord  £Uenborough  moved  that  the  further  hearing  of 
the  judges  should  be  postponed  till  the  next  day,  waich 
]ir9s  agreed  to     Adjourned* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

FRIDAY,   FEB,  98. 

Lord  Kensington  and  Mr.  Panicl  took  the  oaths  and  theif 
yeats. 

Mr.  Quarme,  deputy  ivslier  of  the  bkck  rod,  summonecj 
ilie  House  to  the  House  of  Peers. 

.  The  Sj>eakcr,  on  his  return,  announced  tbat  the  royal 
assent  haUd  Ixvn  given  by  commission  to  the  Avi'-inilUou 
exchrqurr,bi!ls  bill,  and  to  Lady  Nelson's  and  Sir  Uichard 
Strachan's  annuity  bills. 

fiOrd  William  Ilussel  obtained  Jeiive  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
enable  ihq  Surry  iron  railway  comi)aiiy  to  complete  the  said 
jTHilway. 

Mr.  JBaillic  presented  a  |x;tition  inlx?half  of  thomalstcrs 
of  Bristol,  praying  tor  certain  alteralirtns  and  modifications 
jn  the  duties  laU^ly  imposed  upon  them.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  L^rd  Temple,  the  bill  for  enabling  tlic 
Greenland  and  Davis's  Straits  ivhalers  to  complete  their 
l^rews  from  the  Shetland  and  other  northern  islands,,  was 
read  a  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  ou 
Tuesday. 

.    The  Secretary  at  'VV'ai  bxoi^ht  up  the  fqrcign  troojis  ei^t 
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listment  and  Indemnity  bill,  \¥hich  was  read  a  first  timi^ 
knd  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Loveden  presented  a  petition  from  the  board  of  agrv> 
culture,  praying  for  public  aid  in  the  prosck:ntion  of  their 
objects. 

Mr.  Vansittart  announced  that  this  jpi<^tition  came  with 
fcis  Majcsty*8  recommendation ^  Ordercci  to  lie  on  -the  tableu 

General  Clcphanc  presented  a  petition  from  the  Africa* 
company,  praying  for  18,000/.  being  a  sum  equal  to  that 
.^hich  was  last  Voted  for  the  support  of  its  establishment  ia 
Africa.    Ortiered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INDIA   AFFAIRS. 

•  Alderman  Primep  rose,-  in  pursuande  of  notice,  td 
move  for  certain  papers  relative  to  India.  He  had"  two  o% 
jects  in  view  in  this  business.  Tlie  one  \ms  to  ascertain  ibb 
amount  of  capital  borrowed  in  India  for  the  company^ 
commerce ;  and  the  other  was  to  find  out  wliether  iht 
stores,  &c.  were  included  in  the  slated  expences  of  thoit 
territorial  revwitie.  Both  these  objects,  he  lielieved,  wonW 
be  attained  by  the  motions  which  he  was  about  to  submit  tb 
the  House.  He  then  moVed,  "  That  there  be  laid  hefott 
this  House  an  account  of  the  annual  amount  ofthe  buftion-^ 
stores,  and  merchandizes  of  different  sorts,  exported  froAi 
this  country  to  India,  from ♦  the  year  endinsf  the  1st  of 
March,  179S,  to  the  1st  of  March,  1804  ;  statitig  thesale;^ 
&c.  at  the  difieretiti^residf  ncies,  and  the  respective  balances 
fm  the  90th  of  April,  1793,  -  and  the  30th  qf  April,  1303^ 
ts  fer  as  the  same  can  be  made  up."  Tlicre  was  a  second 
motion >of  the  same*sort  with  respect  to  China,  stating  tlie 
m\H  at  Canton,  &:c.  &c. 

Mr.  Frauds  seconded  the  motion,  on  the  same  prtncipft 
that  would  lead  him  to  give  his  support'to  every  motion  of 
this  nature.  He  promiswl  that,  to  the  utmofet  of  his  ppwcij,^ 
he  would  cordially  join  in  every  thing  that  h^  a  tenden(?|r 
to  give  a  clear  and  precfse  view  of  the  real  state^ofthe 
company's  affitirs  witn  respect  to  their  finances  aitd  cont 
mefce.  This  he  Woald  dt^  fck  two  reasons:'  first}  for  tife 
isake  of  the  company  ifself,  the  true  interests  of  which'^roWA 
•only  bfe  promoted  in  this  way;  and  secondly,  for  the  sake 
^'  tMs  cotttitry,  whifclr  would  certainly*  be  called  uporr  t6 
rdieve  the  company  from  any  embarrassment  into  wKick 
4t  miglit  M\  by  its  b&d  martagctnent.  There  wa^  anotltff 
atfhir  respectiiigth\e  coiflptoy's  modtfof  proceedtng  wJiidL 
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xcquired  investigation,  and  to  this. be  mi^lrt  think  it  liis 
Uuty,  ai  some  uiture  perim],  to  call  the  Attention  of  the 
*  House.  This  nas  the  course  of  business  bt^twccn  the  di-» 
iectors  and  the  board  of  controul.  The  aulhorifv  of  the 
directors,  he  bclieted,  was  in  fact  annihiiatrd.  Ihey  did 
Hothing,  they  answered  for  nothing.  All  the  responsibility ^ 
and  all  the  raanaKement,  rented  with  the  board  of  controuh 
This  he  thought  contrary  to  the  principle  on  which  the 
Iboard  of  controul  was  established.  TKcairectors  ought  tv 
|bc  the  managers,  and  the  board  wus  s.iraply  a  controul 
over  them.  But  now  they  acted  togciiier,  and  nothing 
"wajs  done  in  reality  except  under  the  influence  of  the  board. 
This  was  called  uar,mony,  altbotiirh  another  name  might 
be  more  properly  applied  to  it.  This  was  n  thing  that  re^ 
quired  examination^  and  it  would  be  aji  object  of  impor* 
tance  to  have  a  clear  understanding^  upon  the  point. 

Mn  Hihif  Addington  expressjed  his  thanks  to  the  hon* 
JDibver  for  the  notice  which  he  had  given  of  his  motiont 
-fie  did  not  mean  Xo  say  that  a  notice  was  at  all  tim^  ue<« 
oessary  in  matters  of  this  sort,  but  he  hoppd  the  Hou86 
irould  consider  the  recent  period  at  which  those  who  had 
to  consider  whether  such  accounts  could  be  granted,  had 
been  appointed  to  their  situations.  It  was  Impossible  ^ 
wt,  unless  they  could  be  supposed  to  po!&ses8  an  intuitive 
knowledge  of  their  business,  that  they  could  at  once  be 
breparedto  say  whether  or  not  there  might  be  objections 
lo  any  motion  thajt  might  be  suddenly  made.  With  re« 
sard  to  th^  present  motion,  he  had  no  objection  to  it* 
Tbere  was  one  word,  however,  which  might  as  well  be  left 
out  of  the  first,  and  that  was  the  word  bullion^  as  an  ac<* 
count  of  this  had  ali;eady  been  ordered »  As  the  clerk  wa9 
occupied  in  preparing  papers  preparatory  to  the  budget, 
llie  hoped  it  would  not  be  expected  that  the  account  now 
called  for  could  be  produced  at  a  very  early  periixl.  As 
to  what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  gentleman  near  hini 
(Mr.  Francis),  neither  he  nor  ib/t  noble  brd  (Morpeth)  who 
icted  with  him  had  any  inclination  to  withhold  any  iofor- 
Bifttion  thsci  could  elucidate  the  state  of  the  company ^s  af« 
&in. 

Sir  Tfieophiius  Metcalfe  adverted  to  the  eagerness  with 
trhich  the  hon.  gentleman  below  (Mr.  Francis)  seized 
every  opportunity  of  commenting  on  the  affairs  of  the  com'' ' 

Ky.    He  denied  his  statements  as  far  as  they  went  to 
(w  any  refledioaon  the  course  o£  business  between  the 
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diiectors  and  the  board  of  controul ;  and  as  to  harmony, 
what  public  bodies  could  act  together  without  liarmooy  ? 
The  board  had,  by  law,  the  controul  over  the  directors. 
They  had  all  the  papers,  and  they  of  course  were  the 
persons  to  answer  all  public  questions.  There  could  be  no 
objection  then  to  this  niodc'of  proceeding.  He  considered 
the  company  as  a  great  limb  of  the  body  politic,  and  the 
one  could  not  be  injured  without  the  other.  As  he  was 
upon  his  le^,  he  could  not  help  adverting  to  the  case  of 
Captain  Dunbar,  who  had  been  chargedwith  a  high  crime 
and  niisdemteanor,  in  allowing  some  dispatches  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  case  was  simply  this — Cap- 
lain  Dunbar  had  been  sent  from  India  to  th|s  country  with 
dispatches.  He  fell  in  with  the  Marengo  and  the  Belle 
Poule.  He  had  not  reached  this  country  till  1.805,  and  he 
had  been,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  strii^tly  examined  by 
the  directors.  He  had  his  letter  in  his  po^^ket,  and  there  he 
stated  that  the  dispatches  were  hanging  from  the  cabin,  and 
that  a  chain-shot  from  the  Belle  Poule  had  cut  away  the  sand 
bags  attached  to  one  of  the  packets.  The  papers  floated  in 
consequence,  and  had  been  picked  up  by  the  Marengo, 
This  he  thought  it  necessary  to  explain  to  the  House,  in 
order  to  exculpate  Capt.  Dunbar  and  the  directors. 

Mr.  Francis  hoped  that,  as  a  personal  charge  had  been 
made  against  him,  the  House  would  hear  him  in  his  defence. 
The  dispatches  ought  Co  have  been  loaded  with  chain-shot^ 
and  then  they  would  not  have  floated.  If  they  thought 
Captain  Dunbar's  statement  a  sufficient  exculpation,,  he 
would  say  no  more  on  that  point.  If  intention  could  be 
supposed  to  exibiy  it  would  be  high  treason;  but  all  he  meant 
to  say  was,  that  there  was  gross  negligence  somewhere^ 
FhMtt  this  he  exculpated  the  governor  of  Bengal.  The 
hon.  baronet  said  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  company* 
He  challenged  him  to  bring  forward  a  charge,  instead  of 
bis  insinuations,  and  prove  it.  To  prove  it,  however,  he 
d^ed  him.  The.  hon.  member  was  proceeding  to  defend 
his  statements,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  the  Speaker, 
Vfho  said  that  he  must  confine  himself  to  explanation)  and 
d  reply  to  any  personal  charges. 

Mr.  Francis  only  meant  to  say  further,  that  every 
ttnsyver  to  public  quest  ions' was  given  by  the  board,  who 
seemed  to  have  the  chief  direct  io^  of  the  business. 

Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe  said,  that  he  meant  to  bring  no 
rharge.    He  had  never  said  that  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
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an  enemy  to  the  company,  though  he  had  never' Ihoiigbt 
hhn  a  friend  to  it. 

Mr.  Alderman  Pripsep  agreed  to  leave  out  the  word  \mU 
|ion,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Addington,  and  the  motions 
were  then  put  and  carried  t 

Lord  Temple  stated,  that  it  had  been  neglected  to  insert 
inithe  corn  bill,  a  clause  for  permitting  the  exportation  of 
i;orh  to  our  garrisons  abroad.  He  gave  notice  therefore^ 
that  on  Monday  he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  abilt 
to  grant  this  permission. 

The  expediency  of  permitting  the  exportatkm  of  wool^ 
and  articles  of  wooltenmanufactures,  from  the  British  plan* 
^ions  in  America  to  the  United  States,  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  considerat^n  of  a  committee  of  the  Houso 
on  Monday. 

The  marine  mutiny  bUl  was  read  a  second  time,  andor** 
Pered  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

Sir  Philip  Stephens  gave  notice  that  he  would  move  the 
ijavy  estimates  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up  the  report  on  his  Majesty's 
message  relative  to  Lord  St,  Vincent's  annuity.  The  re- 
solutions were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  onlered  acr 
cordingly.  Lord  Henry  retty,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr*  Grey^ 
4?rere  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  V  ansittart  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  would 
inove  for  &  committee  to  consider  the  late  acts  relating  tt» 
the  Irish  customs  and  excise. 

Mr.  Johnstone  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  would 
inove  for  some  papers  tending  to  throw  light  on  some  other 
papers  that  haa  been  moved^  for  respecting  the  afiatrs  of 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  that  the  orders  respecting  the  in- 
crease and  diminution  of  the  salaries  of  offices  should  bedis- 
fDharged.  This  being^agreed  to;  he  nyoved  that  an  account 
should  be  presented  of  the  increase  and  diminution  of  salan 
lies,  emoluments,  &c.  of  offices  since  the  last  accounts,  up 
to  January,  1806,  stating  the  dates  of  such  increaae  oi 
diminution,  and  the  authorities  under  which  they  took 
place.  A  similar  motion  was  made  with  regard  to  Irdaodi 
^d  both  weite  agreed  to. 

The  other  orders  were  then  disposed  of, 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

SATURDAY,    MARCH    1. 

After  some  routine  business  was  disposed  of,  the  order  of 
the  day  was. read  Cor  ike  further  hearing  of  the  opinions  of 
Iheiudees. 

Mr.  Baron  Thompson  said  he  could  find  nothing  in  any. 
ef  the  Itegal  writers  which  was  satisfactory  on  the  subject  in- 
volved in  the  questions  referred  to  the  judges  ;  but  from  the 
best  consideration  which  he  was  eaabkd  to  give  the  subject 
lie  was  of  opinion  tliat  a  witness,  under  the  circumstances 
mentioned,  was  not  compellable  to  give  evidence  of  fact^ 
which  might  be  afterwards  used  against  himself. 

Mr.  Justice  Heath  was  of  opinion  thatiwitnesses.  Under 
«iich  circumstances,  were  compellable  to  answer. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald  deprecated  the  conae** 
quences  which  would  ensue  from  the  establishment  of  such 
a  principle,  as  that  a  witness  was  not  compellable  to  answer 
-where  that  answer  might  tend  to  acknowledge  a  debt  reco-> 
^erable  by  civil  suit;  as  in  that  case  a  witness  interested  to 
•the  amomit  of  five  shillings,  by  refusing  to  give  evidence^ 
anight  defeat  the  just  daim  of  a  party  to  ten  thousand 
pounds.  In  the  court  in  which  it  was  his  lot  to  preside,  it 
would  also  be  productive  of  the  worst  consequences,  as  in 
tevenue  causes  wifnesses  would  on  such  a  ground  very  fre- 
.quently  demur,  and  prevent  the  truth  fromb^ing  ascertained. 
Judging  firom  precedents,  and  from  the  law  and  reason  of 
the  case,  he  concurred  in  opmion  with  Mr.  Justice  Heath. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Mansfield  entered  at  considerable 
length  into  a  contrary  line  of  argument.  He  had -ever  con- 
sidered it  as  an  established  point  of  law,  that  a  witness  wa9 
'  net  compellable  to  answer  any  question,  the  answer  to  whioh 
.  xnight  subject  him.to  a  civil  action.  He  travelled  the  western 
circuit  for  many  years,  at  a  time  when  the  judges  who 
usually  went  that  civcuit  were  lawyers  of  the  greatest  emi- 
nence, as  were  also  the  leading  counsel  who  went  that  cir- 
cuit, and  he  was  as  fully  convinced,  as  that  he  was  then 
addresstn;^  their  lordships,  that  all  those  eminent  lawyers 
were  of  the  same  opinion.  The  same  opinion  he  abvays 
understood  to  be  entertained  in  Westminster-halU  and  it 
was  so  decided  by  Icprd  Kenyon,  in  a  case  where  an  action 
was  brought  by  a  person  against  another  who  Iiad  been  h]9 
deck,  for  money  aliped  to  have  been  cecdvi^d  for  the  u^ 
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of  the  plaintiff.  The  defence  was,  that  the  money  had  been 
paidover  to  another  clerk  of  the  plaint  ifTs,  of  the  name  of 
Wright,  who  was  authorizc;)d  to  receive  it.  Wright  was 
called  to  prove  this,  who  stated  that  no  money  was  due  from 
the  defenuant  to  the  plaintiff.  The  counsel  tor  the  plaintiff 
(Mr.  Erskine)  then  asked  the  witness  if  he  knew  of  any 
other  person  who  owed  money  to  the  plaintiff,  but  was 
stopped  by  Lord  Kenyon,  who  immediately  declared  that 
the  witness  was  not  bound  to  answer  against  himself.  This 
therefore  seemed  to  be  a  point  of  law  so  clearly  established, 
that  there  had  been  no  doubt  about  it.  The  reverse  of  such 
a  principle  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  productive  of  the 
■woret  consequences.  Besides  the  case  of  Lord -Keith, 
which  had  been  already  mentioned^  he  remembered  a  case 
which  happened  in  1771  or  1772,  where  a  gentleman  from 
India,  in  consequence  of  some  acknowledgments  which  he 
tnade  in  evidence  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, was  subjected  to  two  actions,  where  the  proof  against 
him  consisted  of  the  evidence  given  by  himself,  and  in 
which  he  had  a  verdict  against  him  for  2,000/.  in  onp' 
action,  and  1,000/.  in  the  other.  After  going  through  a 
Variety  of  other  arguments,  he  concludea  by  giving  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  a  witness  under  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned was  not  compelled  to  answer. 

Earl  Sfaffhope  ihoughi  (hat,  as  such  a  material  difference 
of  opinion  prevailed  amongst  the  judges,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  have  some  general  law  upon  the  subject,  in*- 
asmuch  as  different  laws  ought  not  to  prevail  in  different 
counties,  according  to  the  inclividual  opinions  of  the 
jiidgcs  on  the  circuits,  nor  ought  thereto  be  one  law  for 
one  man,  and  a  -diftcrent  law  for  another.  lie  therefore 
proposed  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  enacting,  that  the  evi- 
dence given  by  witnesses  should  not  be  afterwards  made  use 
of  against  thonsclvCs,  except  in  cases  of  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury. 

The  bill  having  been  presented,  and  read  a  first  time, 
Lord  Eldon  said,  he  concurred  with  the  noble  carl  in  his 
opinion  as  to  the  necessity  (»f  making  same  legislative  pro- 
vision upon  this  subject,  but  the  mcSe  of  doing  it  must  be 
matter  for  mature  deliberation,  and  required  to  be  deeply 
considered  by  their  lordships.  lie  did  not  think  that  the 
bill  proposed  by  the  noble  earl  would,  ir*.its  present  form, 
answer  the  wishcd-for  purpose;  as,  in  some  cases,  if  wit- 
nesses were  compelled  to  disclose  certain  facts,  it  would  be 
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of  no  consequence  whether  their  evidence  was  used  against 
themseives  ;  (he  very  disclosure,  in  many  instances,  being 
sufficient  to  point  ont  the  means  by  which  such  facts  might 
he  proved  in  another  manner.  lie  was,  however,  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  necessity  of  enacting  soriie  legislative 
provision  on  the  subject ;  as  now  tlie  question|1iad  been 
mooted,  and  tlie  opinions  of  the  judges  were  known,  he 
had  no  doubt  diat  a  demurrer  would  frequently  te  made 
by  witnesses.  As  to  the  question  referred  to  the  judges,  he 
could  only  say,  that  for  thirty  years,  during  which  he  had 
faeen  engaged  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  he  had  never 
heard  a  doubt  started  upon  the  subject,  nor  had  ever  con^ 
sidered  the  law  to  be  otherwise  than  that  awilncss  under 
the  circumstances  mentiontxl  was  comp(*lIable  to  answer. 
He  went  the  northern  circuit  for  several  years,  which  was 
attended  by  lawyers  of  equal  eminence  with  (hose  on  the 
western  circuit,  and  he  had  always  understood  tiiat  such 
was  the  law  on  that  circuit;  nor  had  he  ever  understood 
that  a  difierent  law  prevailed  in  Wcstjninster-hall.  With 
respect  to  the  decisioji  of  Lord  Kenyon,  mentioned  by  the 
learned  chief  justice,  it  was  his  opinion  that  Lord  Kenyon 
was  wrong. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  coincidcnl  in  opinion  with  his  noble 
and  learned  friend  as  to  the  necessity  of  some  le^rislative 
provision;  but  he  was  equally  (jonvinced  that  llic  bill  pre- 
siented  by  the  noble  earl  was  inadequate  to  the  purpose. 
He  also  concurred  with  his  noble  and  learned  friend  in  hi*, 
opinion  as  to  the  law  with  respect  to  the  questions  referred 
to  the  judges.  He  had  had  greater  exporic^ncc  in  courts  of 
common  law,  probably,  than  any  other  man,  and  he  had 
never  heard  of  any  doubt  as  to  the  law  upon  thef$ubject, 
nor  had  the  least  recollection  of  the  case  mentioned  by  the 
learned  chief  justice  as  decided  by  Lord  Kenyon:  He 
was,  however,  perfectly  convinced,  upon  the  circum- 
Ktancps  stated  with  respect  to  that  caje,  that  the  decision  of 
I^ord  Kenyon  was  erroneous,  aUhou«>  h  he  always  looked 
up  to  that  noble  and  learned  lord  with  the  greatest  reve- 
rence and  respect. 

Ijnrd  EUtuborough  agreed  in  opinion  as  to  the  law  of 
the  case  with  the  two  noble  and  learned  lords  who  had  pre- 
ceded him.  He  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  bill  pr6pt>seil 
by  the  noble  earl  was  not  adequate,  in  its  present  snape,  to 
the  iutemWd  jMirpose,  but  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
tf^act /iome  declaratory  law  upon  the  subject. 

Earl 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ItH  TH£  PjUliaAMBlfTAmT  RKCiSTBIl.  f  LOSBft, 

JEari  Si^mhope  expessed  himself  inunkal  io  the  priii' 
ciple  of  declaratory  laws,  and  gave  notice  that  he  shoald 
move  the  seooud  r^ing  of  bis  bill  on  Tuesdo/. 

The  bill  -was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

MONDAT,    MARCH  3. 

A  naturalization  bill,  and  some  of  the  public  bills  on  the 
table,  \rerc  read  a  second  time. 

JUDGE   FOX. 

The  Mnrqtus  of  Affertam  wLshed  to  call  the  attention  of 
their  lordships  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Justice  Fox.  On  a  for- 
mer occasion,  when  lie  rose  to  move  that  the  witnesses  in 
this  case  be  ordered  to  attend  on  the  28th  of  April  next,  a 
noble  baron  opposite  to  him  (Lord  Gren^iile)  exprt^ssed  a 
-wish  that  the  motion  be  deferred  for  a  few  days,  that  the 
noble  lords  mi^ht  have  time  to  consider  when  it  would  be 
most  convenient  to  take  steps.  lie  then  acquiesced  in  the 
'SUg^tion  of  the  noble  baron,  but  he  was  at  a  loss  to  see 
why  there  should  be  any  wish  furtlier  to  delav  it.  Their 
Jordships  must  be  sensible  of  the  aukward,  .the  unseemly 
dilemma  in  which  the  learned  judi?e  must  be  placed ;  they 
-would  continue  tohanfifover  hira  the  terrors  ot  this  excom- 
munication; they  would  suspend  him  from  the  exercise 
of  his  judicial  functions,  or  send  him  to  the  execution  of 
them  under  circumstances  that  conld  not  well  i^ive  weight 
to  his  character  or  his  opinions.  The  noble  marquis  was 
consequently  at  a4oss  to  see  upon  what  ^ound  any  further 
obstacle  or  delay  should  be  thrown  in  ihe.way  of  the  pro- 
gress of,  the  business.  His  intention,  therefore,  was  to 
more,  that  the  principal  witnesses  be  ordered  to  attend  at 
the  bar  on  the  S8ih  April  next. 

Jjord  Grenville  confessed  that  he  had  not  yet  made  up  his 
jnind  upon  the  subject,  thou<rh  he  would  not  op])ose  the 
present  motion,  it  yet  required  much  consideration  how 
to  proceed  in  it;  and  while  he  abstained  from  making 
any  opposition  to  the  present  motion,  he  should  hold  him- 
lelf  justified,  either  by  protest  or  reservation,  to  take 
such  steps  in  the  business  as  further  consideratioa  of  it 
might  suggest. 
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The  Mar^tus  of  Buckingham  aod  Lord  Auckland  con« 
tended,  on  the  grounfl  of  their  tbrmcr  armaments,  that 
the  question  shouki  never  have  been  brought  before  tbtt 
House.  ^ 

Loid  Buckinghamshire  and  Lord  Hawkesburj  were 
rather  of  opinion,  that  as  it  had  been  taken  up  by  flieir 
lordships,  and  so  far  advanced  in,  it  would  now  be  unfair 
to  the  individual  it  concerned,  and  incompatible  with  the 
pMKistency  and  dignity  of  their  lordships'  proceedings^ 
orasdesdly  and  abruptly  to  give  it  up.  After  a  few  mpre 
Dbservaliofls  from  the  same  noble  lords,  the  question  wat 
puty  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

LORD   ELLEKBO hough's   SEAT   IN   THE  CABINET. 

The  order  of  th^  day  respecting  the  intended  motioa 
pn  this  subject,  aod  upon  which  their  lordships  hsyd  been 
summoned,  beiQ|r  read, 

The  ISarl  of  Brisiol  rose  to  make  the  motion  of  which 
lie  had  given. notieie.  In  {Stating*,  he  said,  the  grounds  and 
reasoos  of  bis  intended  motion,  he  trusted  their  lordships 
would  do  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  was  not  actuated 
by  any  narmw  sentiments  or  party  feciing,  but  that  he  was 
alaae  influenced  by  his  veneration  and  regardfor  the  eonsti- 
tuticm,  and  his  anxietiy  foP  the  public  wd&re ;  nor  would 
be  have  brought  any  motion  forward  upon  tlie  sobjecty 
/could  he  have  succeeded  in  those  endeavours  which  ha  re^ 
peatedly  made,  to  induce  his  Majesty's  ministers,  by  pri^ 
vale  application,  io  retract  the  measure  which  had  caused 
so  much  anxiety  and  distrust,  namely,  the  appointment  df 
the  lord  chief  jitstice  of  the  court  of.  King's  Bench  to  be 
one  of  his  Majesty's  cabinet  ministers.  Failing  in  these 
eflbrts,  he  constdered  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  forward  a 
motion  upon  Uie  Hubject,  not  for  the  purpose  of  embar« 
lassing  his  Majesty^s  ministers,  or  impeding  their  measures, 
but  in  order  to  bring  into  discussion  a  great  constitutional 
question.  With  respect  to  the  question  itself,  it  had  been 
admitted  that  Jiord  Jtillcnborough  was  oae  of  the  membeiB 
of  what  was  called  the  cabinet,  insupport  of  which  meat 
sure  only  one  single  solitary  |)rpcedent  could  be  quoted, 
lirbich  was  the  ccujc  of  Lord  Mansfield ;  with  respect  ti» 
jirhora  it  couki  not  be  doubted,  that  the  very  circumstance 
fit  his  being  clHof  justice  and  a  cabinet  minisiter  at  the  sams 
^ime  clouded  the  lustre  of  his  name,  and  laid  him  pectt* 
fif riy  open  to  attaclks^  U>  whick  be  othcrwi^  would  not 
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have  been  liable.  Such  a  measure  in  its.  principle  appeared 
to  hi(n  lo  be  wlterly  uncunstitulioiial.  That  which  gave, 
even  lo  the  despotic  governments  of  Europe,  that  cha- 
racter of  mildness  which  was  unknown  to  eastern  despo- 
tism, andthat  also  ^hich  so  peculiarly  characterised  our 
own  happy  constitution,'  was  the  separation  of  the  judicial 
and  executive  functions.  The  separation  of  the  judicial 
from  the  legislative  and  executive  power  had  always  been 
considered,  by  the  best  and  moi>t  estcenied  writers,  as  essen- 
tial to  the  exislence  and  maintenance  of  public  liberty,  and 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  a  state.  On  this  subject 
Montesquieu  had  dwelt  with  ])eculiar  emphasis,  to  prove 
the  proposition  which  he  liad  just  stated.  To  blend  and 
amalgamate  in  the  same  person  tlwj  judicial  and  executive 
functions,  must  in  many  cases  be  productive  of  the  most 
fserioos  consequences,  not  to  say  positive  evils,  whilst,  at 
Ihe  same  time,  the  public  could  never  feel  satisfied  with  the 
•fusfice' administered  under  such  circumstances.  The  chief 
justice  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench  might,  as  a  cabinet 
jninister,  concur  in  ordering  a  prosecution  to  be  instituted 
against  any  person  for  a  crime  against  the  state,  whom  he 
was  afterwards  to  try  in  his  cajxicity  of  chief  justice. 
•Nor  was  this  all;  he  might,  as  a  cabinet  minister,  concur 
in  ordering  a^prosecution  for  a  litel  upon  his  Majesty's  go- 
jVernment,  or,  in  oilier  words,  upon  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
•and  afterwards,  as  chief  justice,  have  to  try  the  very  per- 
son J^inst  whom  he  had  ordered  a  prosecution,  and  this 
too  for  a  liljcl  on  himself,  as  one  of  .the  King's  ministers. 
He  might  be  told,  that  the  jury  would  in  that  case  decide 
on  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  person  accused ;  be  it  so ; 
but  was  not  afterwards  the  measure  of  punishment  to  be 
meted  out  by  the  very  chief  justice  who  was  himself  the 
party  libelled  ?  He  might  be  told  that  a  chief  justice  iu 
snch  a  situation  might  absent  himself  from  the  bench  on 
such  a  trial ;  be  it  so ;  he  wished  for  no  better  argument 
against  the  practice  of  appointing  a  chief  justice  a  cabinet 
minister;  it  must  be  the  case  in  some  instances  of  his  de- 
serting his  duty  as  a  judge.  He  protested  against  the  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  such  a  principle,  to  the  extension  oif 
which,  if  once  admitted,  there  could  be  no  limit.  If  it 
was  admitted  that  the  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  King's 
-Bench  might  be  .a  cabinet  minister,  the  same  principle 
might  be  extended  to  all  the^  judges  of  the  courts  of  law, 
who  might  all  in  the  same  manner  be  appointed  cpnitden-* 
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tial  ministers  of  the  crowii,  and  all  distinction  between 
the  judicial  and  executive  ninctions  be  tlius  completely  at 
an  end.  He  begged  tliat  in  delivering  these  opinions,  he 
might  not  be  supposed  to  involve  any  thing  personal  to  the 
present  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  King's  6ench,  for  whose 
chargicter  he  had  the  highest  respect.  Far  be  it  from  him 
to  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  the  conduct  of  that  noble  and 
learned  judge,  as  a  judge,  could  be  in  the  slightest  decree  in- 
fluenced or  warped  by  his  situation  as  a  cabinet  minister'; 
on  the  contrary,  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  justice  ^ 
could  not  be  more  purely  and  impartially  administered  than 
in  tlie  hands  of  that  noble  and  learned  lord.  It  was  not 
enough,  however,  that  he  was  of  this  opinion,  or  that 
their  lordships  were  of  that  opinion,  but  the  public  should 
also  bo  satisfied  that  there  was  no  ground  ror  suspecting 
that  justice  might  not  be  duly  administered.  His  ideas 
upon  this  subject  were  sanctioned,  not  only  by  foreign 
•jn-iters,  amongst  whom  he  had  alreaily  quoted  Montes- 

Juieu,  but  by  an  emuient  writer  of  our  own  country, 
udge  Blackstone,  who  had  expressed  himself  clearly  and  . 
decidedly  upon  the  subject,  and  who  had  stated,  that  the 
judicial  on^nt  to  be  kept  entirely  separate  and  distinct  from 
the  legislative  and  executive  functions,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  constitution,  and  preserve  entire  tlie  liberties  of  the 
people.  He  concluded  oy  moving,  *^  That  it  is  inexpe^ 
dient  and  derogatory  to  the  constitutional  administration 
of  justice,  to  summon  to  any  committee  or  assembly  of  the 
privy  council,  any  of  the  judges  of  his  Majesty's  courts 
of  common  law." 

Lord  St.  John  rather  thought  himself  called  upon  to  re* 
turn  thanks  to  the  noble  carl  who  had  brought  forward  the 
motion,  than  to  impute  to  him  any  intention  either  of  ha- 
rassing the  present  administration  by  the  introduction  of  it, 
or  Of  disseminating  any  uneasiness  or  dissatisfaction 
throughout  the  country  respecting  the  nature  of  the  ap- 

f  ointment  against  which  the  motion  was  directed.  For  to 
hn  it  appeared  to  afford  a  wished-for  opportunity  of  re- 
moving all  the  objections  that  hai  been  urged  against  it^ 
and  ofsilencing  every  alarm  which  the  appointment  could 
possibly  be  supposcu  to  have  made.  He  therefore  even 
ventured  to  hope,  that  from  the  progress  and  effect  of  the 
discussion,  the  noble  earl  would  be  induced  at  least  to  with- 
draw, if  not  to  negative  the  motion.  But  he  could  not 
help  expressing. his  surprize,  how  the  noble  carl  should 
Vol.  I.  1805-6.  Ff  .         hav« 
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have  so  repeatedly,  and  so  emphatically  asserted,  that  there 
existed  only  one  single  precedent  to  justify  sucli  an  ap- 
pointment ;  there  surdy  were  many.     lie  liad,  however, 
lirst  to  complain,  that  the  qucittion  now  brought  forward 
was  merely  an  abstract  question.     It  stated  the  existence  of 
no  real  evil ;  it  dwelt  only  uj)on  the  apprehensions  that 
some  evil  might  residt  from  it.     And  indwxl,  by  the  argu- 
ments adduced  by  the  noble  earl,  it  is  evident  he  alludes  to 
time.>  of  a  very  ditl'erent  complexion  from  the  present,  and 
therefore  they  by  no  means  apply  ;  while  it  must  be  obvious 
to  every  candid  mind,  that  to  agitate  a  mere  abstract  ques- 
tion of  such  a  nature,  at  the  present  moment,  is  not  only  idle, 
but  injudicious,  and  may  give  rise  to  difliculties  of  which 
the  noble  mover  dod>  not  seem  to  be  aware.    Such  questions 
should  not  be  incautiously  And  wantonly  indulged   in. 
For  his  part,  he  looked  only  to  the  statuti^  for  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  if  he  found  that  they  warranted  the  appoint- 
anent  in  question,  and  that  there  was  no  room  for  public 
alarm  respecting  any  thing  unconstitutional  in  its  nature,  no 
discussion  of  a  meresix^culative  nature  should  prevent  hira 
from  giving  his  negative  to  the  moiion.     Such  a  question 
might  be  met  with  other  speciihitive  questions  of  a  similar 
tendency,  that  would  render  it  wholly  absurd  ;  but  he 
should  not  have  recourse  to  any  such  mode  of  argument  > 
neither  should  he  ransack  former  times  for  precedents  to 
substantiate  the  propriety  of  the  appointment.     I  (e  would 
refer  to  the  precedents  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and 
subsequent  to  that  i)eriod.     These  were  precedents  whicli^" 
the  noble  earl  did  not  even  deign  to  glance  at.     He  should 
jrefer  the  noble  carl  to  the  authority  of  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
and  there  he  would  see,  that  not  only  the  most  eminent^ 
lawyers  were  at  times  consulted  upon  matters  of  law,  but 
also  on  the  gravest  matters  of  high  state  policy.     To  con- 
sult the  chief  justices  of  the  bench  on  such,  points,  was 
^hen  no  novel  matter  ;  indeed,  they  were  often  found  to  l>e 
among  the  chief  advisers  of  the  crown.     The  noble  lord 
then  took  a  short  review  of  what  regarded  the  question  from 
the  time  of  Edward  III.  and  argued,  tluit  throughout  tho 
whole  of  the  subsequent  period,  the  privy  council  was  con- 
stituted nearly  as  it  is  at  present.  The  number  constituting 
it  might  vary  at  difierL»nt  times  ;  but  at  all  times,  a  selec- 
tion or  committee  from  it  had  a  voice  on  all  state  matters. 
Let  the  situation  of  Sir  Francis  North  be  recollected,  and 
tjiat  of  almost  every  ouc  of  the  chief  juiitices  of  the  com- 
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mon  picns,  all  of  whom,  invested  with  the  same  prctensio?is, 
wrre  members  of  the  privy  council.  Indeed,  it  was  then 
a  sort  of  law.  If  he  referred  to  the  time  of  Queen  Ann,  the 
same  practice  prevailed,  and  the  same  inferences  were  dc- 
duciblc  from  it.  The  lord  chief  justices  of  ))oth  benches 
were  appointed  members  of  the  executive  government; 
and  even  in  the  present  reign,  a  chief  justice  of  the  King's 
Bench  was  amongst  his  Majesty's  principal  advisers.  Now 
Tvas  the  case  reduced  to  the  autliority  of  one  single  prece- 
dent, especially  when  the  noble  earl  took  into  account  the 
situations  held  by  Ix>Vd  Chief  Justices  I^ice  Jind  Loughbo- 
rough ?  But  if  arguments  of  a  similar  tendency  were  to  be 
looked  fv)r  from  analogy,  thej'  would  occur  in  abundance. 
If  a  counsel  happenccl  to  hnvc  pleaded  in  a  certain  cause, 
and  having  in  pleading  H,  delivered  an  opinion  upon  its 
merits,  should  that  advocate,  if  afterwards  he  was  called 
to  sit  on  the  bench,  be  precluded  and  rendered  unfit  to  pro- 
nounce ultimately  on  the  same  case  ?  Even  a  country  gen- 
ticmaa  who  actcci  in  the  capacity  of  magistrate,  and  who 
consequently  took  evidence  upon  such  cases  as  came  before 
him,  would,  by  this  doctrine,  be  prevented  from  giving 
his  assistance  and  advice  to  the  judges  upon  the  circuit, 
which  however  he  was  in  the  constant  practice  of  doing, 
deeming  it  his  duty  so  to  do.  -  Upon  a  general  survey 
therefore  of  the  question,  there  could  be  found  nothin<^  in 
precedent,  or  in  practice,  or  in  analogy,  that  furnished 
any  just  ground  for  the  noble  carl's  motion,  and  he  there- 
fore conceived  a  well-founded  hope,  that  upon  maturer 
consideration,  the  noble  carl  would  withdraw  it. 

Jjord  Eldon  would  not  take  up  the  question  in  any  light 
or  bearing  but  that  of  his  own  intrinsic  importance.  He 
should  not,  therefore,  argue  it  witli  respect  to  the  present 
or  the  late  administration,  or  under  any  jwrsonal  or  poU« 
tical  bias  whatsoever.  Sooner  than  Iw  supposed,  from  any 
thing  that  should  fill  from  him,  to  be  actuated  by  disre- 
spect towards  the  noble  and  learned 'lord,  whom  it  more 
immediately  concerned,  or  ^x\y  other  noble  lord,  he  should 
wish  io  have  been  absent  altbgethcr  from  the  discussion. 
But  he  rather  felt  himself  bound  in  duty  to  be  present, 
and  he  was  also  present  out  of  respect  for  the  learned  lord, 
for  whom,  during  thirty  years  ot  his  life,  he  had  enter- 
tained the  most  sincere  sentiments  of  atFection  and  ^teem  ; 
but  now  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  aj)pointment 
ivjiich  the  noble  and  learned  lord  had  accepted,  it  was  a 
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matter  of  extreme  delicacy  to  say  that  the  acceptance  of  it 
-was  unconstitutional.  It  was  acknowlalged  not  to  be  illegal ; 
but,  perhaps,  what  was  leg^vU  might  not  always  be  consti- 
tutional, and  vice  versa;  but  on  these  points  ue  protested 
he  should  rather  appeal  to  the  judgment  and  the  conscience 
6f  the  learned  lord  himself,  and  abide  by  his  decision.  He 
was  confident  that  that  learned  lord  was  as  sensible  as  he 
could  be,  that  it  was  not  merely  the  simple  administration 
of  justice  that  could  secure  the  rights,  and  satisfy  the 
minds,  of  the  people;  but  that  they  looked,  and  anxiously 
looked^  to*  its  pure,  disinterested,  UHsuspected,  and  satis- 
factory administration,  and  that  from  suqh  principles  alone, 
they  would  confidently  and  implicitly  rely  upon  the  duo 
^preservation  of  their  rights  and  lil^erties.  Such  were  his 
leelings  and  opinion  respecting  the  character  which  the  ad- 
ministrators of  justice  should  be  believed  to  possess,  and 
that  he  was  equally  satisfied  were  the  sentiments  of  his  non 
ble  and  learned  friend. — The  noble  lord  who  spoke  last 
seemed  to  advert  to  many  precedents  and  analogies  that 
bore  upon  the  present  case.  It  might  be  proper  to  examine 
into  some  of  them.  Lord  Mansfield,  it  was  observed,  had 
been  a  member  of  what  is  called  the  cabinet :  he  was,  but 
is  it  not  equally  notorious,  that  this  very  circumstance  hung 
like  a  weight  upon  that  great  man  for  nearly  thirty  years  of 
his  life^  and  that  his  opinions  respecting  the  habeas-corpus 
had  created  a  jealousy  not  easily  allayed  ?  This,  no  doubt, 
should  ground  no  suspicion  that  his  condtict  was  rather 
influenced  by  his  capacity  of  minister,  than  by  his  capacity 
as  judge ;  but  s^ill  it  will  ever  be  expected,  that  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  shall  never  leave  any  room  for  doubt 
or  suspicion.  His  ideas  on  this  point  woufd  siirely  meet 
those  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  whose  situation  was 
now  considered,  if  he  were  present ;  and  satisfied  he  was, 
tliat  he  would  express  the  same  sentiments.  On  the  point 
<)f  the  expediency  of  the  appointment,  much  ajso  miglit 
be  said.  When  he  in  his  capacity  of  attorney-general  had 
to  contend  against  sedition  and  treason,  had  "those  cases 
been  tried  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  what  would  have 
been  the  conduct  of  the  lord  chief  justice,  had  he  been  a 
menil)cr  of  the  executive  government^  or  of  what  is  called 
the  cabinet  r  must  he  not  have  been  puzzled  how  to  act  ? 
W(Tc  he  not  to  attend  at  the  privy  council,  where  evidence 
was  taken  on  these  cas<'S,  then  you  would  have  made  a  man 
fl  miuiiiter  who  did  not  perform  hi^  duty  41s  such  ;  or,  if 
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be  did  not  attend  the  King's  Bench,  then  lie  would  have 
omitted  his  duty  as  a  judge,  when  the  characters,  the  lives, 
&c.  of  his  fellow-subjects  were  at  stake.  Were  he  in  the 
situation  of  a  minister,  nuist  he  not  advise  the  prosecution 
of  libels,  not  only  upon  the  ministers  individually,  but  libels 
upon  the  constitution  itself,  upon  all  regular  governments, 
and  the  very  existence  of  all  social  oraer  ?  but  should  he 
be  called  upon,  like  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,  tifst  to  be 
consulted  on  the  steps  to  l)e  taken,  and  after  to  sit  in  jndg-^ 
ment  upon  the  persons  accused,  he  should  feel  reason  to 
hesitate;  indeed  he  could  never  tliink  that  conduct  the 
most  honourable  part  of  that  learned  lonFs  life.  In  his 
situation  he  might  now  be  summoned  to  assist  in  the  same 
manner  at  the  privy  council,  and  take  examinations  in 
cases  of  a  similar  nature ;  but  tnough  he  should  ?je  so 
summoned,  he  should  not  expect  to  be  offered  a  seat  in  the 
cabinet  by  the  noble  lords  opposite  to  hira.  Were  he  so 
situated  it  would  materially  alter  the  case,  and  the  same 
feeling  must,  no  doubt,  ^nter  the  mind  of  the  learned 
lord  ;  and  that  was  the  inexpediency  which  such  a  situa- 
tion involved,  that  weifiched  upon  fcis  thoughts,  and  which 
he  could  not  possibly  forbear  stating  without  a  dereliction 
of  his  duty.  He  stated  it,  however,  not  as  a  censure,  but 
as  a  reflection  which  lie  wished  might  l»e  pressed  upon  the 
attention  and  consideration  of  the  learned  lord  himself: 
then  lie  should  think  tbere  Would  be  no  necessity  for  the 
present  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  was  of  opinion,  that  however  di- 
vested of  all  party  feeling  upon  the  subject  the  noble  lord 
might  be,  who  had  brought  forward  this  motion,  it  yet  had 
an  obvious  tendency  to  throw  discredit  upon  the  present 
administration,  and  weaken  the  confidence  so  justly  reposed 
in  them.  Upon  this  ground  alone  he  had  a  right  to  take 
his  stand  ;  and  when  an  administration  had  been  formed, 
comprising  such  great  and  splendid  talents,  and  so  much 
prudence  and  wisdom,  he  had  a  right  to  say  that  no  motion 
ought  to  be  brought  forward  on  light  and  trivial  grounds, 
which  could  tend,  in  appearance,  to  throw  discredit  upon 
their  conduct,  or  to  weaken  that  co!ifidence  to  which  they 
were  so  justlv  entitled,  and  which  the  peopTe  undoubtedly 
reposed  in  tliem.  He  had  a  ri^rlit,  therefore,  to  object  to 
the  motion,  because  it  could  be  productive  of  no  possible 
good,  and  might  tend  to  excite  doubt  and  distrust  in  the 
mimls  of  the  people.    lie  had  heard  la  that  House,  but  he 
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iad  scarcely  licard  of  it  any  where  else,  of  an  anxiety  mani- 
fested by  the  public,  respecting  tlic  appointment  of  Lord 
Ellcnborongli  to  be  a  cabinet  minister.  But  even  supjKJs- 
ing  that  any  evil  existed,  of  which,  however,  Ihere  was  no 
proof,  the  present  motion  proposed  no  remedy  for  it.  The 
motion,  therefore,  in  either  point  of  view,  was  improper ; 
if  there  was  no  evil  exisrmii:,  it  was  improper  to  excite 
doubt  and  distrust,  Jind  if  tbcro  was  an  evil,  it  proposed 
for  it  lio  remedy,  but  merely  went  to  assert  a  general  am! 
abstract  proposition,  which  could  be  of  no  possible  use. 
It  was  frequently  the  case,  that  writers  made  use  of  gene- 
ral expressions,  without  exactly  considering  all  the  conse- 
quences to  which  they  might  lead.  Thus,  with  resi)ect  to 
the  quotation  from  Blarksto!ie,  stating  that  the  judicial 
suid  legislative  functions  ought  to  be  entirely  separated, 
such  a  separation  was  well  known  not  to  be  admitted  in  the 
constitution  of  England.  Indcpendantly  of  chief  justices 
having,  with  few  exceptions,  been  peers  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  legislating  in  that  House,  the  House  itself 
united,  in  its  own  body,  the  legislativ^e  and  judicial  func- 
tions. There  was  no  end  to  the  consequences  of  specula- 
tive theories  of  this  kind,  which  merely  asserted  general 
nnd  abstract  propositions,  without  affording  any  conclusion 
applicable  to  any  purpose  of  real  utility. 

Lord  Boringdon  urged  the  incompatibility  of  the  two 
offices  of  cabinet  minister  and  chief  justice  of  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  to  be  not  merely  a  circumstance  discernible 
only  by  refined  minds,  but  which  was  glaring  and  obvious 
to  the  most  common  observer.  Much  anxiety  and  distrust 
Imd,  he  contended,  been  excitetl  in  the  public  miml  by  the 
appointment  of  Lord  EJlenborough  to  a  seat  in  the  cabinet, 
and  something  ought  to  be  done  to  allay  those  feelings, 
^uppose  the  case  of  a  book,  declared  by  the  cabinet  to  lie 
a  libel  on  his  Majesty's  government,  and  the  author  ordered 
to  be  prosecuted  ;  was  it  fitting  that  such  person  should  be 
tried  by  a  chief  justice  Avlio  was  at  the  same  time  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers,  and  consequently  one  of  the  prosecu- 
tors of  the  very  person  whom  he  was  trying  ?  He  did  not 
wish  to  make  the  slightest  personal  allusion  to  the  present 
chief  justice  of  the  Ki^g's  B^nch,  but  merely  to  argue  the 
question  upon  general  princii)les.  Arguing  in  this  way, 
it  was  well  kno^m  that  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  com- 
mon law  held  their  offices  for  life,  or  at  least  could  only  be 
removed  for,  misconduct.    It  might  happen  that  ajudjsre 
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who  was  also  a  cabinet  minister,  might,  in  h!s  office  of 
judge,  adminiiitcx  justice  with  unsullied  honour  and  unim- 
peachable integrity  ;  but  who  as  one  of  the  Kin^j's  mini-* 
sters  and  confidential  advisers,  might  be  impeached  at  theic 
lord^1n]>s'  bar  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  He 
would  then  be  placed  in  the  singular  situation  of  attending 
half  his  time  a:i  a  judge  upon  the  bench  to  administer  jus- 
tice, and  the  other  half  at  their  lordships'  bar  to  defend 
himself  against  an  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  mi^ 
demeanors.  It  was  not  merely  from  eminent  writers  that  a 
disapprobation  of  the  general  principle  of  such  an  union  of 
offices  might  be  gathered,  but  it  had  met  in  that  House  with 
marked  reprobation  from  the  late  Marquis  of  Lansdownc, 
after  the  late  JiOrd  Mansfield  had  conft^sed  that  he  haa 
acted  as  a  cabinet  minister,  whilst  holding  the  office  of 
chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 

Lord  Sidmouih  was  anxious  to  obtrude  himself  upon 
their  lordships,  upon  this  question,  convinced  as  he  w^asi 
that  it  might  be  fairly  met  and  put  an  end  to,  upon  broad 
constitutional  principles.  He  admitted  that  the  noble 
carl  (Bristol)  had  endeavoured,  by  private  application,  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  bringing  forward  a  motion  like  the 
present,  and  lie  wxs  fully  convinced  that  that  noble  lord 
ivas  actuated  U[K)n  this  occasion  b}'  the  most  pure  and  dis- 
interested motives.  He  could  not  help,  however,  depre- 
cating any  motion  which  had  for  its  object  to  deprive  \k\^ 
Majesty  of  the  advice  and  assistance  in  his  councils,  of  the 
chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  still  more  of  such 
a  chief  justice  as  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  at  present 
held  that  office,  in  personal  respect  for  whom  he  would  not 
yield  to  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (Eldon)  or  to  any  other 
person.  It  was  not,  however,  personal  respect  for  the 
noble  and  learned  chief  justice,  which  had  incluced  him  tp 
attend  in  his  place  that  evening,  but  his  veneration  and  re- 
gard for  the  constitution.  He  did  not  hesitate,  however, 
to  say,  that  any  measure  which  went  to  deprive  his  Ma- 
jesty of  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  who  at  present  presided  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
would  be  a  great  public  calamity.  The  precedents  adduced 
hy  the  noble  lord  (St.  John)  had  completely,  in  his  opi- 
nion, established  the  principle  of  the  chief  justice  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  being  called  to  advise  and  assist  in 
Ihc  councils  of  his  Majesty  ;  and  it  was  remarkable  that  in 
ihc  precedent  quoted  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  .:lun,  the  chief 
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Justice  of  the  King's  Bench  was  not  cpnstitutcd  an  adviser 
of  the  council  of  regency,  but  one  of  the  council  of  re- 
gency itself  which  was  to  exercise  the  functions  of  royalty- 
As-to  tlie  general  theories  which  had  been  quoted  rclatirc  to 
the  separation  of  the  judicial  and  executive  functions,  if 
they  were  to  be  appli(»d  in  one  case  they  must  be  applied  in 
all,  and  then  they  must  go  the  length  of  say  ing,  that  a  chief 
justice  or  a  judge  should  not  sit  in  that  House  as  a  peer; 
that  a  Welch  judge  should  not  sit  in  the  House  of  (>ora- 
mons :  the  right  of  a  bishop  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers 
might  then  perhaps  he  disputed  ;  in  short,  there  was  no 
en(i  to  the  application  of  such  general  and  abstract  theories. 
With  resix^ct,  however,  to  the  motion  itself,  he  couccived 
himself  to  he  acting  upon  the  soundest  constitutional  prin- 
ciples in  giving  it  his  decided  negative. 

Lord  Mulirrace  said  that  the  K:irl  of  Mansfield^s  was  in 
truth  the  solitary  iublance  which  could  at  all  lie  brought 
forward  to  countenance  the  pres(Mit  appointment ;  and  it 
was  a  remarkable  fact,  that  it  stuck  to  him  as  an  imputation 
on  his  character  through  life.  It  was  a  curious  circum- 
stance, that  the  present  administration,  which  had  the  boast 
of  containing  all  the  great  and  eminent  talents  of  the  nation, 
thould  have  thought  it  necessary  to  go  out  of  the  way  to 
make  the  chief  justice  of  the  King%  Bench  a  meml)er  of 
the  cabinet.  They  could  not  v^nt  him  on  the  score  of  po- 
litical assistance,  and  even  if  they  had  wantetl  aid,  what- 
ever other  merit  the  noble  and  learned  lord  might  possess, 
lie  could  not  have  been  able  to  devote  miich  time  to  political 
studies.  But,  in  truth,  the  situation  of  a  cabinet  ministCF 
was  totally  incompatible  with  that  of  chief  justice ;  since 
to  mix  with  the  provisions,  inquiries,  and  directions  for  a 
prosecution,  was  inconsistent  with  the  unprejudiced  trial 
nftei'wards.  It  was,  for  instance,  not  unusual  for  the  ca- 
Ijhiet  to  order  the  trial  of  persons  for  libels  on  tbrei^n 
princes  ;  what  would  be  the  consequence  in  that  case  oi  a 
trial  before  such  a  political  judge  ?  If  on  the  conviction  of 
some  such  writer,  the  judge  were  to  puss  a  severe  sentence 
upon  him,  might  not  the  p\iblic  justly  complain  that  he 
was  sacrificed  ito  the  political  motive  ot  standing  well  with 
sudi  foreign  prince  ?  and  if,  on  the  contrary,  a  lenient 
sentence  was  pronounced,  might  not  the  prince  ascribe  the 
circumstance  to  the  government  with  which  he  was  politi- 
cally connected  ?  A  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  holds 
his  situation  inflependaut  of  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown  -: 
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not  so  a  member  of  the  cabinet.  Suppose  then,  ag  it  iras 
as  competent  to  that  as  to  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
to  do,  that  an  address  should  be  presented  to  the  throne, 
to  dismiss  the  noble  lord  from  his  presence  and  councils  for 
ever.  With  what  ^ace,  after  his  dismission  from  the 
cabinet,  coald  he  retam  his  sitiialion  as  chief  justice  of  the 
King's  Bench?  As  a  cabinet  councillor,  he  was  respon- 
sible for  every  measure  of  thp  administration,  and  mighty 
therefore,  be  inyolved  in  a  motion  for  (Jismission,  though, 
as  a  judge,  no  imputation  lay  on  his  conduct.  In  every 
way,  therefore,  it  was  an  appointment  which  he  could  not 
sanction  with  his  approbation,  and  he  should  therefore  vole 
for  the  motion  of  the  noble  earl. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  said,  the  precedents  which  are 
applicable  to  the  present  question  have  been  so  fully  and 
amy  stated  by  a  noble  lord  who*  sat  near  me,  that  it  will 
not  be  necessary  for  me  to  trouble  your  lordships  long,  but 
I  cannot  help  making  some  observations  on  what  has  been 
said  by  several  noble  lords  in  support  of  the  question  now 
under  discussion.  When  notice  was  first  given,  I  confes9 
that  I  thought  (without  much  reflection)  that  it  might  pro- 
duce  important  matter,  and  it  naturally  led  me  to  an  immedi- 
ate investigation  of  the  subject,  as  far  as  I  was  able,  by  con* 
versation  and  books,  to  trace  the  practice,  and  diligently  to 
search  for  the  objections  at  any  time  made,  and  the  supposed 
danger  to  the  constitution  which  had  been  imputeci  to  the 
jpractice  of  summoning  jud^s  to  what  is  commonly  called 
the  cabinet  council.  I  was  anduced  at  first  to  suppose  an 
importance  in  this  discussion,  because  I  had  sometmies  felt 
that  judges  being  created  peers,  and  entering  into  high 
spirited  &bate,  and  acrimonious  party  contest  m  a  political 
assembly^  such  as  the  House  of  Peers,  with  persons  whose 
life  and  property  might  shortly  depend  on  tneir  impartial 
and  unbiassed  judgment,  was  not  suitable  to  the  cool  and 
temperate  mind  which  should  actuate  a  judicial  character. 
The  asperity  of  political  coniHct  might  degrade  that  cha* 
Tacter  in  the  public  estimation,  as  well  as  in  possibility 
afiect  the  independence  of  parliament  itself.  W  ith  these 
feelings,  rather  than  opinions,,  I  entered  into  the  investi- 
gation of  the  present  subject,  which  I  soon  found  to  bo 
fundamentailv  of  a  different  and  distinct  cast.    The  ita* 

r>rtance  of  the  subject  diminished  in  mv  mind  every  step 
advanced  in  the  enquiry,  and  the  fullest  persuasion  of 
the  impropriety  even  of  the  discussion  succeeded^  I  could 
Yoh.  I.  1805-()\  Gi  find 
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find  no"  trace  of  an  objection  made  in  any  period  of  our 
Ustory,  nor  of  any  specific  danger  imputed  to  a  practice 
^hich  had  subsisted  from  the  earliest  times  fo  the  present 
moment.     I  came  down,  however,  to  this  House,  not  with- 
out expectation  that  I  might  hear  from  noble  and  learned 
lords  what  had  escaped  my  researches;  and  1  here  learnt, 
that  not  a  single  circumstance  can  be  adduced  (or  it  would 
have  been  adduced)  from  whence  danger  may  be  inferred; 
DO  present  abase,  no  existing  evil,  has  been  pretended. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  (fildon)  has  distinctly  admitted 
that  the  appointment  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  King's 
Bench  to  the  cabinet  is  legal,  and  that  he  would  not  pre- 
tend to  say  unconstitutional,  though  he  on  further  consi- 
deration tliought  it  inexpedient ;  in  other  words,  that  it 
was  inexpedient  ever  at  any  time  to  appoint  any  judge  to 
be  a  cabinet  councillor,  though  the  law  and  constitution  of 
the  country  (for  its  benefit)  had  placed  this  power  in  the 
King's  hands.     It  is  thcrrforc  the  learned  lord's  opinion, 
that  the  King  may  consiittdionaUj/  do  that^  whirhhe.  ncxcr 
ought  to  do;  and  the  clear  result  of  that  opinion  seems'  to 
be,  that  it  is  expedient  for  this  House  to  censure  the  King 
(which  is  done  in  the  present  motion)  for  the  confessedly 
legal  and  constitutional  exercise  of  his  royal  prerogative, 
delivered  down  to  him  from  the  most  ancient  period  of  our 
history  to  the  present  times,  in  full  practice,  without  a 
single  objection  stated.     I  learn,  from  the  noble  mover, 
that  it  is  expedient  to  wrench  from  the  King's  hands. an 
acknowledged,    unabused  prerogative  for  tvcr^    because 
some  passages  in  Montesquieu  and  Blackstone  has  alarmed 
his  imagination,  and  fliat  of  some  other  members  of  this 
House,    with  inexplicable  dangers.      The  passage  from 
Montesquieu  he  diet  not  read,  but  I  confess,  that  whatever 
admiration  is  justly  due  to  that  great  man,  I  should  not 
look  into  his  books  for  what  the  constitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain is  or  ought  to  be:  the  passage  which  he  did  in  part 
read  from  Blackstone,  he  must  give  me  leave  to  say  he  has 
totally  mistaken ;  artd  the  part  of  the  same  passage  which 
he  did  not  read  would  prove  how  loose  and  incorrect  that 
writer  sometimes  is,  to  whom  we  have  all  been  accustomed 
to  look  with  respect.     The  first  part  of  the  passage  which 
the  noble  eari  did  not  read,  runs  thus:    "  if  the  judicial 
power  is  joined  with  the  legislative,  the  life,  liberty,  and 
property,  of  the  subject  would  be  in  the  hands  of  arbitrary 
judges,  whose  conduct  would  be  regulated  by  their  own 
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apiniofls,  and  not  by  any  fundamental  principles  of  law« 
>rliich  legislators  ni:iy  depart  from,  yet  judges  are  bound 
to  observe."  There  cannot  be  a  more  loose  unreasoned 
dictum  than  this,  which  carries  no  just  conclusion  from 
the  premises  stated;  it  is. equally  conclusive  against  .the 
constitution  of  England  at  large,  which  he  pro&sses  to 
admire,  for  the  House  of  Lords  is  both  a  legislative  and 
judicial  branch  of  the  constitution  ;  and  he  does  not  mean 
to  subvert  it  by  this  loose  observation,  and  it  by  no  means 
follows  from  any  thing  herein  stated,  that  this  supposed 
union  of  legislative  and  judicial  characters  necessarily 
makes  an  arbitrary  judge, -nor  that  a  judge  expounding 
the  existing  law  should  necessarily  act  by  opinions  which 
might  influence  him  in  improving  the  law.  as  a  legislator  ; 
they  are  so  distinct,  and  their  boundaries. so  far  asunder^ 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  imagine  that  the  conduct  of  one 
can  mix  with  or  influence  the  other ;  but  the  latter  part  of 
this  passage  which  the  noble  lord  read,  and  seemed  to  rely 
on  as  hb  most  firm  support,  he  has  completely  misunder- 
stood ;  it  runs  thus:  '*  nothing  is  therefore  more  to  be 
avoided  in  a  free  constitution,  than  uniting  the  province 
of  a  judge  and  minister  of  state."  This  opinion  ot  Black- 
stone  is  the  foundation  of  the  noble  mover's  argument,  and 
yet  this  has  not  the  slightest  application  to  the  preisent  case» 
The  learned  chief  justice  is  not,  by  his  appointment  to 
the  cabinet,  a  minister  of  state  such  as  Blackstone  alludes 
to  in  this  passage;  a  minister  of  state  is  clearly  a  perison 
appointed  by  the  crown  to  some  active  branch  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  and  particularly  responsible  for  the  due 
execution  of  that  branch ;  a  cabinet  councillor,  simply  as 
such,  is  a  chosen  adviser  of  the  crown  on  points  proposed 
to  him,  and  responsible  for  that  advice.  The  learned  chief 
justice  holds  no  such  ministerial  olQce,  nor  comes  within 
the  scope  of  I^lackstone's  observation.  Blackstone,  how- 
ever, in  another  passage,  treating  of  the  councils  provided 
by  the  constitution  for  the  King,  after  speaking  of  the  high 
court  of  parliament  and  the  peers,  mentions  the  judges 
of  the  courts  of  law  for  law  matters,  and  he  cites  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke  in  proof  of  this.  The  noble  mover,  however, 
thinks  that  the  King  should  remain  in  i£^ra»rance  of  the  law 
rather  than  consult  the  judges  provided  by  tlje  constitution 
for  his  advisers  in  this  matter.  The  noble  lord  objects  to 
the  King's  advising  with  the  judges  in  his  cabint^  council, 
though  he  has  reconciled  his  mind  to  the  constant  appoint- 
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men!  of  the  chancellor  to  that  situation,  by  the  most  whim* 
sical  argument,  because  be  holds  an  office  during  the 
King's  pleasure,  which  the  chief  justice  does  not.    The 

Edges  are  also  of  council  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  may 
t  of  the  privy  council ;  in  both  these  situations  all  the 
mischievous  eiFects  must  result  (if  any  can  arise)  from  the 
same  person  holding  the  joint  situation  of  councillor  and 
judge.  The  noble  earl,  theirefoie,  would  not  obtain  fo^  the 
constitution  that  amelioration  wliich  he  proposes,  and  eit- 
peds  from  his  motion ;  for  it  would  still  remain  inherent 
m  the  principles  and  practice  of  the  constitution,  in  the 
priv/  council,  in  the  King's  power  of  consulting  the 
judges  individually  and  collectively,  and  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  House  of  Lords ;  a  total  alteration  in  the  frame 
and  texture  of  the  constitution  must  follow  to  give  effect 
to  his  motion,  if  the  doctrine  on  which  it  is  founded 
should  be  adopled.  The  learned  lord,  whose  opinion 
must  have  the  greatest  weight,  might  have  examined  and 
voted  an  impeachment  as  a  commoner,  which  on  his  ad« 
yanoement  to  the  peerage  he  must  have  tried  as  a  ^eer,^ 
The  judges,  as  councillors  to  this  House,  might  have  given 
their  opinion  on  several  points  preparatory  to  a  trial 
by  impeachment,  which,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the 
times,  might  finally  be  tried  by  tmn  on  an  indictment. 
These  (if  evik)  are  necessarily  inherent  in  the  constitution, 
in  many  of  its  branches,  but  do  not  in  fact  exist  in  the 
cabinet;  for,  as  I  understand,  no  culprits  for  libd  or  trea- 
son are  examined  there,  nor  is  any  trial  direct^  by  the 
cabinet ;  these  proceedings  are  part  of  the  duty  of  the 

5rivy  council,  which  is  not  even  censured  by  the  motion* 
'he  noUe  mever,  wishing  to  make  it  appear  that  there  was 
but  one  solitary  instance,  as  he  was  pleased  to  call  it,  of 
such  an  appointment,  naming  the  case  of  Lord  Mans- 
field,^ took  the  period  since  the  Revolution,  because  it  was 
a  period  when  the  constitution  was  improved,  as  he  says, 
by  many  great  changes:  even  if  he  had  quoted  that  period 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  it  would  have  beai  fertile  of 
examples  against  him,  but  it  was  incumbent  on  hun  to 
show  that  at  the  period  of  the  Revolution  a  specific  change 
was  made  in  this  point,  before  he  couU  be  stilled  to  bat 
the  search  into  antiquity,  in  order  to  prove  the  uniformity 
of  the  law  and  practice  on  this  point  from  the  most  ancient 
period,  through  the  ordeal  of  the  Revolution,  to  the  pre- 
sent moment.    I  will  mention  but  one  instance,  which  I 

think. 
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think  the  most  important  of  tlie  older  precedents,  and 
which  I  think  is  the  only  one  omitted  by  a  noble  lord.  It 
is  drawn  indeed  from'  turbulent  timaa,  but  the  very  turbu- 
lence strengthens  the  inference  drawn  :  I  mean  the  melan- 
choly times  of  Richard  II.  when  Justice  Tresilian,  a  fa* 
vonrite  and  cabinet  councillor  to  that  unfortunate  monarchy 
was  unpeached  by  the  Commons,  andcondenuied  to  death. 
Many  of  the  judges  who  were  consulted  upon  law  points 
weie  also  impeached,  <ind  found  guilty  of  treason ;  but  it  is 
te  be  observed^  that  Ihey  were  not  charged  the  one  for  sit-' 
tiBg  in  the  cabinet  though  a  judge,  nor  the  others  ibe 
answering  the  legal  questions  put  to  them^  but  distinctly 
for  giving  bad  sulvice  and  bad  law,  to  the  subversion  of 
the  constitution.  No  person  can  bcliere  that  the  appel* 
laiits  were  at  that  time  shy  of  censuring  the  eucroachmentu 
of  the  crown,  and  that  tliey  Mere  restrained  from  urging^ 
the  iUegality  of  the  appointment  of  Tresilian,  or  tJie  con* 
suhation  of  the  judii^es,  if  such  objection  was  at  that  time 
thought  tenable.  Ijiis  is  therefore  a  stong  instance  of  the 
unreproved  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative  at  that  early 
period.  The  precedents  already  adduced  have  iitled  the 
whole  intervening  space  to  the  late  instance  of  Lord 
Kenyon,  and  no  objection  to  the  practice  has  been  pro- 
tended in  that  whole  spac^,  except  (as  is  asserted)  in  the 
case  of  Loid  Mansfield  ;  but  be  that  supposed  imputatioA 
upon  Lord  Mansfield  as  it  may,  it  is  clear  that  it  neither 
disquieted  Lord  Mansfield,  nor  prevented  Lord  Ken^'ou's 
appointment,  which  followed  without  objection.  It  is 
somewhat  singular  that  tlie  noble  and  learned  lord  (who 
took 'crcdit  for  thirty  years  professional  experience,  and 
who  has  stated  a  known  discredit,  which  asserts  to  hava 
accompanied  Lord -Mansfield  to  his  grave,  for  once  hiiviug 
inexpediently  held  the  two  situations  together,  of  jitd«?e 
and  cd>iiiet  councillor)  should  have  declaied  that  he  would 
have  taken  at  this  moment  the  same  office,  in  the  present 
chief  justice's  situation,  and  exposed  himself  to  the  samo 
discredit  and  obloquy  with  the  known  and  ackaowledgod 
example  of  Lord  Mansfield  to  caution  him,  and  his  owa 
long  professional  experience  to  guide  him.  fie  fi>Uowed 
indeea  this  extraordinary  declaration  with  an  assertion  thai 
he  should,  on  mature  reflection,  shortly  have  renounced 
the  appointment  as  inexpedient.  This  uncertainly  is  {^e- 
oaliar  to  the  learned  lord's  cautious  and  subtle  miud,  which 
may,  I  trust,  again  bring  him  back  to  his  fir^  opinimi. 
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The  leatned  lord  has  muclt  limited  Ihequestion,  by  removing 
from  his  objection  what  is  openly  counselled  by  Ihe  judges, 
and  concurring  vriCh  the  motion,  as  excluding  them  from 
the  cabinet,  which  is.  in  its  formation  a  secret  place  of  coa- 
sultation,  exposing  them  (from  its  secrecy)  to  siispicion ; 
he  has  by  this  change  circumscribed  and  limited  the  ques- 
tton,  but  not  improved  the  ar^^umcnt .  The  secrecy  renders 
all  the  cabinet  councillors  equally  suspicious;  he  himself, 
holding  this  secret  oiScc,  was  in  a  situation  of  suspicion, and 
by  all  his  own  arguments  he  ought  not  to  have  sat  there.  He 
can  make  no  diiierence  between  his  own  sitnation  and  that 
of  a  judge,  except  that  he  was  not  oflicially;  though  he 
might  be  under  a  special  commission,  called  upon  to  try 
a  criminal  cause ;  the  ground  of  his  excuse  therefore  lies 
in  that  small  distinction ;  the  ground  of  his  objection  does 
not  lay,  according  to  the  motion,  against  a  cabinet  coun- 
cillor as  such,  notwithstanding  ihe  secrecy;  though,  ac«- 
cording  to  the  learned  lord's  opinion,  it  should  exclude  a 
judge  from  this  mysterious  cabinet,  because  he  constantly 
trl<^  criminals.  To  make  this  argument  complete,  the 
conduct  of  the  judge  in  his  judicial  capacity  should  also  be 
secret,  but  in  &ct  it  is  in  open  court,  before  a  learned  au- 
dience, where  (whatever  passes  in  the  cabinet)  the  judge  . 
must  decide  secundem  allegata  el  probata,  lie  must  de» 
cide  justly  and  according  to  the  law,  though  a  cabinet 
councillor  and  a  legislator,  or  he  cannot  fail  to  be  detected, 
exposed,  and  impeached.  Suppose  he  secretly  advised  a 
trial  from  ex  parte  evidence  in  the  cabinet,  if  he  decided 
foirly  in  Westminster-hall  to  the  acquittal,  he  can  deserve 
no  censure ;  if  he  condemned  fairly,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  Westminster-hall,  what  importance  can  it  be  that  the 
^uilt  appeared  to  liim  probable  in  the  secret  cabinet?  But 
it  is  unanswerable  that  the  cabinet  doesjnot  act  in  the  exami*- 
nation  of  the  supposed  crime,  or  give  any  order  to  pro- 
secute; it  is  the  privy  council  before  whom  thb  passes,  and 
the  noble  carl's  intended  reform  docs  not  go  that  length* 
The  act  of  the  16th  Charles  I.  with  the  spirit  of  reform, 
examined  all  the  branches  of  the  privy  council,  abolished 
the  star-chamber,  and  excluded  all  judicial  power  froin 
the  several  branches  of  the  privy  council ;  but,  after  the 
fullest  consideration  of  all  advantages  and  mischiefs  arising* 
from  the  formation  and  Ase  of  that  body,  left  and  recog- 
nized the  admission  of  judges  into  it,  and  subjected  them 
and  its  other  members  to  severe  pcuaiiies  on  the  exercise  of 

any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MARCH.?.]  LOUD  ELLENBOROUGH.  231 

any  judicial  power.  The  argument  against  secret  councils 
used  by  the  learned  lord  would  equally  lay  open  all  state 
secrets.  It  is  sufficient  to  my  judgment  that  the  King  should 
have  the  best  advice  in  .all  points,  and  that  all  points  of 
state  discusjiion  should  not  be  exposed  to  public  knowledge 
and  discussion ;  and  as  long  as  Uie  judges  cannot  try  men 
in  secret,  nor  act  in  a  judicial  capacity  in  private^  I  am 
not  alarmed  at  the  secret  advic6  tliey  may  give  to  the 
crown,  who  must  act  openly  by  some  minister  in  its  exe- 
cution ;  and  I  am  less  alarmed  as  the  judges  are  the  best 
advisers,  and  hold  no  office  during  pleasure.  I  know  there- 
fore no  moftbn  on  which  I  have  ever  voted,  that  1  can 
with  less  doubt  reject,  than  that  which  has  been  the  object 
of  discussion  this  day . 

Lord  Auckland  gave  a  strong  and  concise  historical  nar- 
rative of  the  instances  in  which  the  office  of  qliief  judge  had 
been  joined  with  that  of  privy  councillor  or  statesman. 
Lord  Coke  gave  an  account  of  the  memorable  privy  coun- 
cil of  twelve,  to  which  all  matters  of  state  were  referred, 
and  of  which  he  was  one ;  and  from  the  earliest  instance 
on  record  in  the  13th  century,  when  Hubert  'de  Burg,  the 
grand  jn^^ticiary,  was  also  prime  minister,  it  was  the  inva- 
riable custom  of  the  constitution  to  make  the  chief  justice 
a  member  of  the  King's  council  in  all  matters  of  state.  The 
Revolution  mav'e  no  chanfi:e  in  ihis  n^spcct.  The  regencies 
on  the  death  of  Qnc(m  Anne,  and,  without  any  exception, 
all  that  were  passeJ  up  to  the  5th  year  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, uniformly  included  the  chief  justice  as  a  constituent 
member.  Nor  was  it  in  tlie  regencies  only,  but  in  other 
instances.  Lord  Hardwicke  held  the  otfice  of  lord  chan- 
cellor and  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  and  for  six  months  sat  in  the  cabinet.  It  was 
never  then  considered  as  at' all  incompatible  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.  Lor,d  Mansfield  was  an  efficient 
member  of  the  cabinet  for  five  years  of  the  reign  of  George 
IL  and  for  six  years  of  the  present  reign  ;  and  he  certainly 
never  found  in  any  place,  and  never  heard,  that  it  had  bei*n 
imputed  to  him  as  improper  that  he  had  so  sat. 

JLord  HawhesbuTT/  spoke  against  the  appointment  with 
considerable  vehemence,  because,  he  said,  it  was  calculated 
to  take  from  the  just  authority  of  the  King's  government. 
For  the  noble  and  learned  lord  personally  he  had  the  highest 
respect  and  reverence.  He  knew  that  he  entertained  opi- 
nions difierent  from  those  of  some  of  bis  collea^es;  and 
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as  lie  perfectly  agreed  with  the  noble  and  learned  lord  in  that 
T.^pcct,  he  considered  his  being  in  the  cabinet  as  a  security 
to  the  country  against  the  uneasiness  which  mi^rhtotherways 
eii.»ue«  As  Lord  Ellenborough,  then,  he  could  feel  no  other 
than  joy  at  seeing  him  in  the  King's  confidential  councils. 
It  was  only  as  lord  chief  justir>e  that  he  objrcled  to  him.  It 
had  been  urged  that  he  was  not  a  minister  by  having  a  voice 
in  the  cabinet.  M'^hether  he  might  technically  be  a  minister 
be  did  not  stop  to  inauire,  he  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
identified  as  a  part  of  the  administration,  and  implicated  in 
all  their  measures  and  in  all  their  responsibility,  fie  saw  in 
this  mixed  character  of  judge  and  politiriau  serious  and 
alarming  inconveniehcies,  of  which  a  few  illustrations 
tvould  shew  the  magnitude.  Suppose  a  libel  was  to  be  writ- 
ten against  the  political  measures  of  the  administration,  to 
that  cabinet  it  was  resolved  to  be  presented,  and  then  it 
would  be  brought  before  liim,  one  of  the  parties  libelled,  to 
be  tried :  suppose  that  ina  moment  of  ditficulty,  from  scarcity 
of  corji  ox  otncr  causes,  there  might  be  riots,  or  that  strong 
examples  might  be  necessary  to  preserve  the  public  peace ; 
the  politician  first  orders  what  tlie  jpdge  has  to  execute. 
Suppose  that  in  the  construction  of  the  volunteer  acts  doubts 
should  arise,  as  doubts  have  arisen,  and  that  they  should  be 
brought  before  him  as  a  judge  to  decide  on  what  he  had 
previously  arranged  ?  Innumerable  instances  might  be  ^iven 
t>{  tlie  same  sort,  in  which  the  impartiality  and  purity  of 
the  judge  would  be  compromised  bv  the  political  preju- 
dices,  or  the  previous  opinions,  of  the  statesman.  It  was 
asked,  why  begin  at  the  Revolution  ?  Why  not  ^o  back  to 
the  more  remote  parts  of  our  history  ?  Why,  but  that  it 
was  not  wise  to  go  back  to  unsettled  times  for  precedents. 
Why,  but  that  before  the  judges  were  not  independent  of 
the  crownr,  and  if  they  did  not  go  back  to  bad  times,  the 
ffole  instance  of  such  an  appointment  was  Lord  Mansfield; 
£>r  as  to  the  few  months  tnat  Lord  Hardwicke  acted  in  his 
^lonble  capacity,  it  was  not  to  be  mentioned  as  an  example. 
In  tliat  case  there  was  a  special  cause;  and  here,  if  special 
circumstances  could  be  mentioned  as  a  reason,  their  lord- 
ships would  never  have  heard  of  the  present  motion.  Such 
was  the  case  in  I7S8,  when  Lord  Kenyon  was,  for  a  spe* 
cial  reason,  summoned  to  the  cabinet ;  but,  up  to  the  pre* 
sent  instance.  Lord  Mansfield  was  the  only  chief  justice^ 
wlio  had  ever  been  appointed  to  a  permanent  place  in  tlie 
^luet ',  and  he  knew  that  at  a  late  period  of  his  life,  when 
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that  noble  amrt  venerable  lord  was  again  invited  to  fake  a- 
sfeat  there,  he  declincij  it,  with  a  hint  of  his  uneasiness  at, 
having  ever  been  drawn  into  the  situation.  It  was  highly 
difFcrent  with  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor.  He  was  pro- 
perly the  King' !i  adviser  in  matters  of  law,  his  jurisdictiort 
made  it  less  dangerous,  and  besides,  for  this  very  reason, 
lie  was  the  only  judge  who  was  removable  at  pleasure.  Th<^ 
noble  lord  then  examined  the  case  as  to  analogy.  The 
jirivy  council  was  in  its  nature  a  judicial  court.  They 
tried  qifestious  of  appeal,  prize  questions,  questions  on 
trade,  and  so  forth  ;  but  in  all  the  committees  of  privy 
council  for  such  trials,  whatever  other  great  officers  of  the 
state  might  be  members  of  them,  the  chief  justice  of  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  was  not  one.  The  regency  acts  had 
been  lAentioned,  but  that  was  against  the  precedent  even  by 
analogy,  foi*  instead  of  its  being  an  appointment  by  the 
Ring  tliey  were  constituted  by  positive  act  of  parliament ; 
and  of  all  these,  the  first  only  was  ever  acted  upon. 
.  Ijord  Holland  replied  to  the  dilFerent  lords  who  had  sup- 
ported the  motion.  He  said,  that  a  most  artful  attempt 
had  been  made  to  confound  things  which  were  in  their  na- 
ftireiparate ;  and  to  separate  these  which  are  in  truth  the 
fiinie.  It  had  been  ingeniously  attempted  to  make  an  ac-; 
five,  ostensible  minister  of  the  King,  and  a  person  merely 
summoned  to  a  committee  of  the  privy  council,  one  ana 
the  same  thing*,  though  nothing  coillci  be  more  separate 
and  distinct.  And  next  it  was  attempted  to  make  a  mem- 
ber of  such  committee  and  a  member  of  the  privy  council 
Separate  and  distinct  characters,  though  tliey  were  really 
one  and' the  same.  The  artful. meaning  of  this,  was  Xx> 
fabricate  a  supposed  responsibility  which  did  ndt  exist,  and 
was  not  known  to  the  constitutiou.  It  was  to  endeavour  to 
^ake  a  mere'  confidential  counsellor  of  the  King  responsi- 
ble equally  with  an  actual,  efficient,  ostensible  minister,  ill 
a  particular  department :  so  that  oji  the  principle  of  num- 
bers, screening  from  all  account  of  responsibility  might  be 
done  away.  The  constitution  knew  no  such  thing ;  no 
measure  could  take  place  ;  no  act  could  be  done  but  thero 
was  one  active  responsible  person  to  whom  parliament  and 
the  country  had  to  look  for  it,  and  who  must  answer  for  it 
if  wrong.  This  might  suit  some  of  the  members  of  the  late 
unfortunate  administration,  but  it  would  not  pass  ;  and  let 
not  the  noble  earl  imagine  that  such  a  subterfuge  could 
avail.  If  a  majority  of  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  for 
Vol.  I.  1805-C.     '         H  h  ^  instance, 
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insiancr,  were  to  bring  up  arliclcs  of  impeachment  against . 
the  ra^jh,  unprovoked,  iiijuribus  publication  of  treatiqs| 
letters,  and  papers,  by^which  the  good  faith  of  the  country 
>vas  violated,  its  honour  and  rcputatioii  tarnished,  and  by 
which  it  was  likely  .to  be  for  ever  cut  off  from  all  confidence, 
communication^  or  correspondence  with  any  other  country 
in  the  universe  :  by  which  too  its  friends  and  attics,  those 
who  had  been  drawn  in  to  make  common  cause  with  us> 
were  to  be  ruined  and  undone:  by  which  our  and  their  im- 
placable enemy  was  to  be  furnished  with  arguments  for 
completing  their  ruin ;  9^,  for  instance,  by  the  mention  of 
Naples,  to  furnish  Bonaparte  with  the  proof  that  that  un^ 
fortunate  country  was,  from  the  beginning,  engaged  on  our 
»idc.  If  such  articles  of  impeachment  were  to  be  brought 
up  from  the  other  House,  do  not  let  the  noble  earl  fancy, 
that  the  responsibility  could  be  frittered  awcty,  by  being  (ft* 
vided  over  all  the  cabinet  of  which  the  niinister  for  foreign 
alFairs  was  a  member.  No,  the  House  would  look  to  the  sdle 
and  responsible  man,  recognized  b^^  the  constitution,  which 
abhorred  the  idea  of  a  prime  minister.  A  new  member  of 
the  committee  of  privy  council,  without  an  actrve  osten- 
sible station,  was  not  a  minister  of  state.  Every  privy 
Councillor  was  bound  to  cive  advice  to  the  King.  The 
noble  lord  then  shewed,  that  the  theory  of  Mbntesquieu 
did  not  apply  to  the  frame  of  our  constitution  ;  where  the 
legislative,  the  executive,  and  the  judicial,  were  alliDo&t 
happllv  mixed,  and  which  he  illustrated  by  shewing,  that 
the  legislative,  though  a  check  on  the  exeputlve,  contained 
its  members  within  itself,  and  at  the  sai)de  time  performed 
^he  highest  judicial  functions  in  the  kitigdom.  H<f  in  'a 
most  happy  vein  of  wit  riiliculcd  the  (Jpmparison  iH^hicli 
had  been  made  of  sue  h  a  government  to  that  of  Tift-kev, 
where  he  said  the  executive  and  judicial  were  most  distiAofly 
st^rorate  ;  and  so  they  had  been  kept  by  the  constitution-. 
mongers  of  France,  out  they  were  wisely  united  in  the 
jimerican,  as  they  are  in  the  British  constitution.  He  then 
shewed  the  innumerable  instances  of  judicial  characters 
mixing  in  executive  in  this  country;  and  he  adduc'ed'a 
pregnant  instance  in  Scotland,  where  the  present  LcVtd 
Justice  Clerk  boasted  from  the  bench  of  being  a  col6nel 
of  voIunt(*ers,  and  when  a  dispute  between  two  raerftbcra 
of  his  regiment  came  to  be  solemnly  tried  before  him^  he 
propo6<^l  himself  to  throw  aside  the  Judge  and  to  settle  it  as 
their  colonel. 

1  Lord 
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Lord  Mulgra^  thanked  his  lordship  for  the  charge 
:^hich  he  had  made  on  him  for  the  nuSlication  of  the 
Ueaties;  and  trusted  that  he  would  make  a  motion  on  the 
wUect.,  '       . 

JLardHolUtnd  said,  it  iirould  become  the  noble  lord,  if  he 
wished  the  discussion,  to  move  liimsclf  for  an  address  to  the 
King  upon  them,  by  which  the  subject  would  come  regu- 
larly before  (he  House.  ^ 

jLord  Grenvitte  declared,  that  he  alone  was  Ihc  person 
responsible  to  the  country  for  the  written  advice  that  he  had 
given  to  his  Majesty  lo  c«ill  Lonf  Ellcnborouffh  to  his  coun- 
cilii.  It  was  legal,  constitutional,  and  ex!pediont.  lie  had 
done  it,  because  he  had  an  elevated  mind,  projx^r  for  (he 
difficult  times  which  we  bad  to  encounter,  a  firm  mxixA  to 
jpaeet  our  dangers,  find  an  unimpeached  character  in  his 
high  fitation  to  give  authority  to  Iiis  advice.;  and  he  had 
chosen  him  that  the.country^might  see  that  in  the  difficult 
crfeis  which  tkey  were  approaching  they  would  have  (he 
'hifho^t  legal  counsels,  lie  shewed  the  futility  of  recurring 
•tatbe  t>b(H>rie$  of  writers  as  to  our  constitution.  It  was  its 
rubied  chaqicter  that  constituted  its  beauty,  and  he  shewed 
that  in  all  special  cases,  at  all  times,  it  had  been  the  practice 
to  call  for  the  advice  of  Jhe  great  law  lords  in  the  cabinet, 
au»  IB  the  time  of  the  riots  in  1780^  when  Lord  "NVcdder- 

^i^^^nd  was  sworn  into  the  privy  council  for  the  purpose. 

;Again  in  1?88,  liOrd  Kenyon  waf?  invited,  and  at  all  times 
it  was  the  uniform  and  safe  practice. 

..V.  The  Lord  Chanctilor  left  the  woolsack,  and  spoke 
agaiofit  the  motion.  He  wIsIukI  the  nol>le  earl  who  brought 
St  fqrward  would  follow  the  advice  that  had  bet^n  given  by 
thi^.AOble  and  learned  lord  who  followed  him,  to  the  dls- 

.linguli^Hl  ifidiyidual  who  was  the*  object  of  it,  namely, 
to  reflect  and  change  his  opinion.  Young  ai;  lie  was  in 
that^Ioose,  he  would  take  upon  hlm^eUMo  say,  that  such 

^amotion  had  never  Ixvn  mside  in  it.     If  he  did  not  vote 

against  it,  he  should  think  that  his  Majesty  could  not  bet« 
te:  exercise  the  prerogative  which  had  bi»en  alluded  to, 
than  by  immc^diatelv  removing  liim  from  the  siluaficm 
which  he  had  now  the  honour  to  hold. 

The  mo(ii>n  was  then  put,   and  nr^ativcnl   \>ltliout  a 

'diiusjon.     Adjourned  at  half  past  one  (»\Mo(k. 

II  h  2  iiorsi: 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONPAY,    MARCH   3. 

Mr*  Hurst  pTcsented  a  petilion  from  the  debtors  confine^ 
in  the  goal  of  Horsliam  iti  Sussex. 

Ordered  to  lie  pn  the  table.  .     .• 

Mj.  Sheridaii)  Colonel  M^Mahou,  Mr.  Courtency,  and 
Admiral  Markham,  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats,  on 
their  re-dection. 

Mr.  S.  J^fevre,  in  the  absence  of  his  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Tierney),,  put  oif  the  motion  of  ^vhicb  tliat 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  given  notice  for  the  next 
day,  to  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  stated,  that  the  bill  for  amending  the 
bankrupt  laws  of  Scotland,  -would  expire  on  the  25tl)  inst. 
and  gave  notice,  that  on  Wednesday  next,  he  should 
move  ,for  leave  to  renew  that  act. 

The  sheriffs  of  the  City  of  London  presented  at  the  bay 
lEi  petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commons 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  common  council  assembled) 
relative  to  the  enlargement  of  Sinithfield  market. 

Referred  to  a  comn^ttce. 

A  person  from  tlie  India  House  presented- copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Goycrnor-general  and  the 
Court  of  Directors,  &c.  pursuant  to  order  of  the  House. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Paull,  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Temple,  on  the  motion  for  their  being  printed,  ol)* 
served,  that  he  did  not  object  to  tliat  motion,  though,  w  heii 
he  conJdered  the  yolurainous  nature  of  the  papers,  he 
thought  a  considerable  delay  would  be  the  consequence, 
Asa  charge  was  intended  to  be  grounded  on  these. papers 
against  the  Marquis  Wellcsley,  and  the  honourable  gen- 
tlenian  had  stated  that  tht^se  were  the  last  papers  for  which 
he  should  move  preparatory  thereto,  he  tnought  it  would 
be  desirable  to  his  noble  friend,  and  ijiteresting  to  the  leclr 
ings  of  the  House,  to  hav<^  an  assurance  how  this  charge 
was  to  be  made  good,  and  when. 

Mr.  Paull  stated,  that  as  soon  as  the  papers  should  be 
printed,  he  should  lose  no  time  in  submitting  a  resolution 
on  which  he  should  ground  a  charge  for  high  crimes  and 
ni  isdemeanoujs . 

Mr.  Speaker  thought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  House, 
that  as  Friday  was  the  last  day  to  receive  private  petition}*, 

he 
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he  sJiould  come  dovf^  at  a  quaiiter  pa^t  tjliree^  tifid  take  the 
chair  a&  soon  after  as  the  state  of  the  House  would  enable 
him,  upon  an  understanding  that  the  House  should  pr<^ 
ceed  to  public  business  at  half  past  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitbread  gave  notice  that  he  should,  the  next 
day,  present  the  special  report  on  the  fresh  matter  that  bad 
come  out  before  the  committee  for  managing  the  impeach*- 
ment  against  Heniy  llord  Viscount  Melville. 

On  the  motion  of  liord  Temple,  the.order  of  the  day  for 
|noing  into  a  cbmmittfe  on  the  cou^  laws  was  put  ofi*  till  the 
next  day  ;  also^the  committee  on  the  ilmerican  wool  bill 
was  deferred  till  the nesd  da^r. 

It  was  ordered  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  FleydeH,  seconded 
by  Lord  Temple,  that  th^e  be  laid  before  th('.  House  an 
account  of  all  the,  wool,  woolfelLs,  &c.  imported  into  Eng- 
land for  the  las<  ten  years,  distinguishing  the  quantity  im« 
ported  from  the  United  States. 

The  Greenland  whale  fishery  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Mr.  G.  Johnstone,  understanding  thatvsome  doubts  were 
entertained  of  the  propriety  of  granting  the  pnpers^which 
^ad  been  read  in  the  general  court  of  proprietors,  and  fur 
the  production  of  which  he  bad  given  notice  of  a  motion 
for  that  day,  put  oil  his  motion  to  Thurschiy  next. 

The  qualification  inden^ity  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  pursuant  to  notice, 
the  House  wentinto  a  committee  on  the  Irish  revenue  acts. 
In  the  committee  a  resolution  was  agreed  to  for  .coiUuiuing 
the  duties  granted  to  the  ^5th  of  this  month  for  a  time  to 
be  limited.  The  House  having  been  resumed,  tiic  report 
^as  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  tlic  committee 
of  expiring  laws.  The  resolutions  wert^  severally  agreed  Jo, 
and  it  was  ordored  to  be  an  instruction  for  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  the  expiring  L-^ws  bill,  to  make  pro- 
vision therein  pursuant  thereto. 

NAVY  ESTIMATES. 

Sir  Philip  Stephens  moved  the  order  of  the  day  forgoi^o: 
into  a  committee  of  supply.  Also,  thai  the  estimuti^sof  (lie 
ordinaries  of  the  navy  presented  on  the  28th  of  January 
last,  and  the  estimates  of  the  expcnces  of  the  transport 
^rvice,  presented  on  the  4th  of  February  kit,   be  referred 

thereto. 
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tberdOp    The  House  having  resolved  itself  Into  the  com- 
mJttec,  Mr.  Alexander  in  the  chair,  the  foUowipg  sums 
'\hite  Voted  fbr  the  ordinaries  of  (he  navy, 
Fdr  the  year  1806         -        -         -        4^.1,453,530  0  0 
For  Imllding,  repairing,  and  wear  and 

tear  of  ships  for  the  year  1806  -  iBl  ,988,835  0  0 
For  hire  of  transports  for  ditto  -  j^l,255,000  0  0 
Fon^  prisoners  of  war  in  health  at  home 

and  abroad         -        -        •         -  rflOO,000  0.0 

For  sipk  prisoners  of  war        -         -        -    a£45,000  0  0 
For  hospitals,  &c.        -  -         -        -    -^30,000  0  0 

The  House  was  then  resumed,  and  the  report  ordered  to 
beroceived  thcnext  day.  .      -.  . 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  .Alderman  Prinsep,*  the  former 
order  of  the  House  for  an  account  of  the  amount  of  stored 
and  merchandizp  exported  to  the  Bast  Indies  from  1793  to 
1804,  was  amended^  after  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
Htiddleston,  and  Mr.  Hiley  Addin^toiijby  thie  insertion  of 
l|^  wprd  bullion. 

JLOnB  ELZ«£!«BOftOUGIl^S  flCAT  tS  THE  CABr^KT. 

Mr.  Spencer  StdnhotH'^  in  pursuance  of  notice^  ro^^e  to 
ftttbmft  his  motion  to  tlie  House.  Though  be  b^d  long 
bnd  the  honour  of  a  scat  in  that  House,  he  had  never  before 
felt  bimaelf  in  a  situation  td  which  his  abilities  were  so  in- 
adequate. If  he  were  to  have  been  actuated  by  motives  of 
opposition  to  the  present  administration,  he  should  not 
hare  thought  of  bntigittg  forward  the  present  motion,  lie 
^old  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  the  right  honourable  gcih^ 
tieman  opposite  (Mr.  Pecretary  Fox),  whether  he  had  not 
communicated  to  him  bis  intention  of  bringing  it  forward 
before  he  was  a  member  of  the  }  louse.  He  could  solemnly 
disclaim  any  di<;position  to  throw  any  impediment  in  the 
way  of  government  by  the  course  he  was  about  to  pursue. 
|t  so  happened,  however,  that  a  similar  motion  to  the  one 
ke  proptm^d  to  make,  was  to  be  brought  forward  that  day 
in  another  place  (the  Hou^eof  J^rds) ;  but  lie  could  assure 
the  House,  that  he  did  not  act  in  concert  with  the  noble 
lord  who  was  to  originate  the  business  there.  The  only 
conccert  he  had  with  that  noble  earl,  arose  from  (he  coin* 
cidence  of  the  day  on  M'hich  their  respective  motions  were 
to  be  made.  If  his  opinion  were  to  have  any  weight  in 
that  closet,  to  which  it  can  by  no  other  means  pt^netrate, 
$hitu  by  being  expres5eLl  Iq  that  House ;  and  if  lu:  were  iB 
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be  put  upon  declaring  that  opinion,,  lyhether  he  woiild  ad^ 
vise  the  revisal  of  all  that  had  been  done  within  the  last  few 
iveeks,  and  the  reinstatemeixt  of  the  governnii^t  as  it  was 
previous  to  that  period,  he  would  disadvise  any  such  pro* 
ceedbg.    Party  was  incident  to  every  free  government,  bui 
-whatever  might  be  theexen^ption  of  any  individual  from 
fhe  feelings  tnat  belong  to  it,  any  measure  he  might  bruis 
forward  might  be  attributed,  or    wrested,  to  party  pur« 
poses.    That  was  the  imperfection  oiall  free  govemmettts. 
lie  had  begged  leave  to  explain  the  mbtives  which  influ* 
enced  his  own  conduct  in  this  odd  way  (a  laugh).  Andiie 
should  take  this  opportunity  of  giving  a  little  advioe  to 
Ihe  right  honoumble  gentleman  opposite,    if  he  could  noC 
divest  bimself  of  those  principles  and  feelings  which  be 
possessed  as  head  of  a  party  when  called  to  the  government 
of  the  country ;  if  hecoulu  not  admire,^  and  admire  with  a 
view  to  imitate  tbat  n^ble  declaration  of  the  famous  LouIk 
Xlt.  of  France,/  that  the  resentments  of  ike  Duke  of 
Orleans  did  not  become  the  King  of  f*rance,  he  wod4 
not  have  much  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  success  oT; 
his  measures.     If  t}ie  right  honoumble  ^tleoua  still 
retained  the  sentiments  he  formerly  acted  upon,  he  cwlA 
assure  )iim  that  his  administration  would  neither  be  lio-> 
hourablc  to  hiqisdr,  nor  .beneficial  to  his  country ;   be 
«bould  go  further  and  add,  that  it  wo^hllnot  be  of  long 
duration.    The  motion  he  meant  to  submit  to  tlie  House  ia 
this  instance,  ho  would  have  made  under  any  administra-^ 
tion.  *  If  Lord  Kenton  had  been  introduced  into  Che 
ckbioet  by  the  admmistration  of  his 'day,  he  was  sure^ 
from  some  opinions  he  had  heard  the  right  honourable  gea- 
tleman  advance,  that  he  would  hiive  opposed  such  a  pro* 
ceeding;   and  for  his  own  part,  he  could  with   sinctv 
rity  say,  that   in  that  opposition  he  should  have  been 
happy  to  support  him.     ile  was  not  uu&iendly  to  the  pre- 
sent administration ';  but  the  question  to  which  he  was  U^ 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  was  exceedingly  interesting 
to  the  country,  and  had  excited  a  strong  sensation  every 
where.      He  would  have  been  glad  tliat  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  to  whom   his   motion  referred,   had  saved 
him  the  pain  of  making  it,  by  withdrawing  himself  from 
the  situation   in  whicTi    he    had  been  placed,   and  he 
was  sure  that  the  administration  would  be  much  strength^ 
cned  by  his  so  doing.     He  trusted  h^  should  prove  to 

the 
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the  House,  that  tlie  noble  lord  ought  not  to  occupy  such  a 
place ;  but  if  the  talents  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  should  prevail  against  him,  he  should  hate  the 
consolation  of  affording  thcnl  an  oppOTtunity  of  satisfying 
thellmise  and  tlie  public  on  a  subject  which  had  given  rise' 
to  so  much  anxiely.  The  honourable  member  hfere  moved, 
fitat  the  King*s  speech  of  the  3d' of  March,  1761,  should  be 
read  from  the  28th  volume  of  thte  journals,  page  1094. 
Thte  speech  stated  the'"  grant  of  new  commissions  to  tha 
judges,  and  the  appointment  df  permanent  salaries  fot 
(hem,  their  commissions  havin<r  been  already  rendered'  irni- 
VOciible  by  an  act  of  his  glorious  predfrcessdr  King  Wil- 
Jiam ;  foi'  his  Majejgfy  looked  upon  the  independence  ana . 
uprightness  of  the  jVidgcs  as  essential  to  th(*'  impfetrtial  ad- 
miftistrrttioti  of  jttstice*,  as'  one  of  the  best  securities  of  the 
fights  and  libertifes  of  his  subjects,  and  as  most  contfucive 
to  the  honour  of  the  crown."  Upotr  this  speech  an  act  of 
P&rllament  ikd  been  passed,  and  u)pon  this  act  he  should 
late  his  stand.  (Tlie  a^t  zca$  Herr,  at  the  d&^ire  of  the. 
Itdiiont^te  member^  entered  as  rend:)  The  tifle  of  me  act 
waj?  a-Tjift  for  gecuHn^  the  independtmce  of  the  judges,  by 
Providing  for  them  permanent  salaries.  He  looked  upon 
It  as  a  breafch  of  this  adf,  to  appoint  any  judge  of  common 
law  to  any  office  of  eniolumeiftor  power,  or  which  wa^  an 
object  of  honourable  ambition,  from  wnich  he  mig'l^t  h^ 
removeable  atpleasute.  Such  an  appointment  couhtferacted 
flic  very  principle  of  this  bill,  as  it  tended  to  do  away  that 
indepCTidencc  whichf  dhe  bill  was  designed  to  Secure. '  He 
had  heard  it  urged,  that  it  would  be  a  sort  of  limitafiod 
of  his  Majesty's  prerogative,  if  he  couM  not  apjioinf^any 
individual  he  pleased  of  his  privy  council  to  a  seat  iir^Sis 
cabinet.    It  was  also  said,  that  as  <ivery  member  of  the 

Erivy  council  was  bound  bv  oath  to  ^ve  his  ddVicft^o 
is  Majesty,  there  was  nothing  inconsistent  or  improper 
in  such  an  one  being  appointed  to  the  cabinet.  -Not- 
withstanding this,  however,  he  thought  that  a  judge 
ought  to  be  the  last  man  to  accept  of  such  an.  appoint- 
ment. This  was  the  principle  that  governed'  his  o'pinion 
on  the  subject,  and' he  did  not  envy  thfe  feelings  of  those 
gentlemen  who  entertained  a  difierent  Opinion.  As  to 
what  might  be  said  with  respect  to  the  circumstances  of 
there  being  no  salary  annexed  to  the  appointment,  he  was 
fure  that  could  have  little  weight,  as  pecuiiiaiy  dmelument 
could  not  be  suppos^d4o.have  any  influence  on  honourable 
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npiods,  coHipared  with  that  of  high  office  andidignifi^  &tjj« 
tion.  He  C30uld  put  it  to  the  rij^ht  honourable  gealleauHi 
him^f,  whether  he  would  prefer  thedtstin|^iii6hed  situaiioa 
be  held  amongst  the  ursiadvisersof  his  Majesty,  to  tea  times 
Ihe^kiry  annexed  to  it?  He  did  not  mean  to  propose  anfjr 
lixnitatioa  to  the  King's  prerogative^  when  becooldnotap- 
prove  of  the  appointment  of  a  person  to  the  cabinet,  whom 
lie  looked  upon  ai^  disqualified,  particularly  as  U^  the  judi- 
cial duty  that  he  would  have  to  execute  in  that  situation. 
NoAUch  officer  ought  to  be  appointed  an  habitual  adviser 
of  his  Majesty.  It  was  contradictory  to  law  and  common 
tense  t}iai  the  same  person  should  be  judge  and  accuser ; 
;mdy^  a  chief  justice  who  bad  a  aea(  in  the  cabinet,  would 
aftai.ilmct  pr^isecutions  iu  that  capacity)  over  which  pro* 
aacfitiow  he  wjould  afterwards  sit  as  judge*  It  might  be 
said)  that  wheneyer  such  questions  came*  under  discussion^ 
jie  ougiit  withdraw  Icpm  the  cabinet.  Undoubtedly  he 
might,  but  how  was  it  to  be  known  Uiat  he  did  withdraw  ? 
How  was  the  culprit  to  know  of  his  withdrawing  ?  And  if 
lie  did-wilMFaw^  would  not  the  partners  of  the  firm  still 
lenuKJi  i   XV^ottld  not  the  influence. of  the  same  feelings 

CfMstuate  tJiem  ?  He  had  not  used  the  word  partners 
L^y.  %a  the  casp  of  a  prosecution  by  an  associated  com* 
paay^  it  would  be  a  good  ground  of  challenge  against  one 
fkf  the  jury^ien,  that  be  was  ^ne  of  tbe  prosecuting  firm. 
Ai^  ju|w  coi^ld  a  man>  witjh  .consistencv,  be  aUowed  to  sit 
aajp^ge)  who  was  by  law  disqualified  for  entering  the  jury 
^x  Pr—He  held4t  that  a  judge  under  such  qircumstaiices 
CO^  not  be  free  from  bias«  If  it  had  happened  during 
n^my  o£  the  transactions  which,  had  taken  place  of  late 
fW^j  thai  the  chief  justice  had  possessed,  a  seat  in  the  ca-^ 
)dim|y  he  iiras  sure  tiiat  considerable  ceiisi^re  would  have  in* 
canrod.  3ut  it  was  $«iid  that  a  chief  justice  was  different 
frpm  Qihei  members  of  ibc  cabinet.  He  mi^^ht  incur  cen-* 
sose  as  a  cabinet  advis^Y,  but  held  his  commission  fji/amcHu 
9^'l^c  ^e^serit^  He  may  hold  his- judicial  office  by  that 
(pillire;  put  if  he  were  to  incur  heavy  censure  in  another 
^p^ity,  could  he  be  continued  in  his  office  of  judge?  If 
(406  judges  wcreio  be  admitted  into  the  cabinet,  why  should 
not  mor^  be  admitted,  why  not  all  ?    In  that  case  (here 

Soilld  i^opn  be  an  end  of  all  law  and  of  the  constitution. 
Qt  th^e  was  auother  consideration  to  which  he  pointed 
&a  ottmtion  of  the  House.  He  alluded  to  the  particular 
case  that  liad  occurred  last  session,.  in>hich  for  malversa- 
.Vol.  I.  1805-e  I  i  tion, 
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lion,  the  House  directed  that  Lord  Melville  shc^uld  be  pro-* 
secuted  in  the  King's  Bench.  That  noble  lord  had  b^n  a 
member  of  the  cabinet.  If  Lord'EUenborough  had  been 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy;  he  might  have  been  in  the  same  si* 
tuation  ;  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  he 
could  be  removed  upon  such  an  obvious  charge  of  mal- 
versation if  the  guamdiu  se  bene  sesserit  applied  only  to  his 
conduct  in  his  character  of  juuge.  After  having  argued 
thus  fer  on  the  principle,  he  came  next  to  a  part  of  his  con- 
sideration of  the  question,  with  respect  to  which  he  was  at 
a  loss  what  course  io  pursue.  He  was  at  a  loss  where  io 
refer  for  precedents  that  would  bear  on  the  subject,  though 
he  had  made  the  most  diligent  search.  He  protested  that 
the  whole  of  the  precedents  which  he  had  been  able  to  dis- 
cover, wereantecMsdent  to  the  act  he  had  before  cited.  They 
had  none  of  them*  been  in  the  cognizance  of  that  House. 
The  present  discussion  pn  the  motion  with  which  he  should 
concmde,  would  bring  that  question  for  the  first  time  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  House.  It  had  been  urged,  that  by 
the  act  passed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann  for  the  appoint- 
2nent  of  a  regency,  the  chief  justice  had  been  nbnunated 
upon  that  regency.  He  was  himself  no  lawyer,  and  of 
course  could  not  tell  how  far  that  appointment  could  ope- 
jrate  as  a  bar  to  his  performance  of  his  judicial  functions. 
If  the  chief  justice  had  sat,  whilst  a  member  of  such  re- 
gency, in  judgment  upon  any  criminal,  it  would  appear  to 
£im  a  de]par(ure  from  1  he  principles  of  law  and  lustice. 
Tte  King  IS  the  prosecutor  in  all  such  cases,  and  the  chief 
justice  holding  pro  tempore^  whilst  a  member  of  the  rqgen-. 
cy,  the  functions  of  the  executive,  must  of  necessity  nave 
been  the  prosecutor  and  at  the  same  time  the  judge.  It 
liad  been  said  too,  that  Lord  Holt  had  sat  in  the  cabinet 
whilst  he  held  the  office  of  chief  justice :  but  he  could  not 
£nd  any  where,  whether  or  not  it  had  been  so.  This  h^ 
could  positively  assert,  that  if  the  case  had  really  been 
as  stated,  no  notification  had  been  made  on  the  subject  io, 
\  that  House.  They  were  also  told,  that  Lord  Harawicke 
had  been  in  the  cabinet  whilst  he  was  still  chief  justice. 
Of  this,  however,  they  could  Hitve  no  certaint  v.  The  only 
^ide  they  had  was  an  acknowledgment  made  by  himself 
in  1775,  when  he  said,  that  for  ten  years  he  had  ceased  to 
attend  the  cabinet.  From  this  it  would  appear  probable^ 
that  the  period  of  his  having  a  seat  in  the  cabinet  was  an- 
tecedent to  the  passing  of  the  act  for  securing  the  inde- 
pendence 
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pendaioe  of  the  judge?.  Though  the  reasoning  might 
apply  with  the  same  force  to  the  case  before  the  passing  of 
that  act,  yet  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  apply  it.- 
There  had  been  roanj^  chief  justices  since,  and  yet  there 
had  not  been  a  single  instance  of  one  holding  a  scat  in  the 
cabinet.  It  was  on  this  principle  that  the  judges  made  it 
a  point  never  to  go  to  Court,  because  ihey  would  not  ap« 
pear  to  be  courting  the  place  of  either  of  the  two  chief 
justices.  He  was  aware  that  the  case  of  Lord  Mai^iield 
would  be  appealed  to;  but  it  was  well  known  that  that 
learned  lord  nad  been  a  higii  constitutional  lawyer,  and 
so  little  delicate  on  this  head,  that  he  had  felt  no  scruple 
to  sit  on  the  trial  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  under  whose 
influence  the  riots  had  taken  place,  which  had  produced  so 
much  injury  to  the  {Kiblic,  and  to  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  himself.  He  came  then  to  the  precedents  on  the  other 
side,  and  these  he  found  to  be  two.  That  House  might 
not  know  who  might  be  members  of  that  Court ;  but  they 
all  knew  from  history,  that  Jeffreys,  who  was  full  as  good 
a'stalesman  as  a  judge,  had  been  in  that  situation,  and 
had  been  removed  at  the  instance  of  that  House.  It  had 
Imppened,  however,  in  a  more  recent  instance,  when  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  opposite  held  before  the 
same  office  which  he  at  present  occupied^  that  the  inter- 
ference of  that  House  hao  succeeded  m  obtaining  the  re* 
raoval  of  a  judge  who  had  sacrificed  his  independence  by 
accepting  an  office  that  made  him*  dependent.  The  ho- 
nourable member  moved  here,  that  an  extract  should  be 
lead  from  the  S8th  vol.  of  the  Journals,  page  97,  relative 
to  a  motion  for  an  address  to  his  Majesty  Jor  the  removal 
of  one  of  the  judj^  of  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  in 
Bengal,  for  having  accepted  an  office  dependent  on  the 
boara  of  controul,  &c.  which  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive,  '  Here  he  observed  the  question  of  salary  had  been 
entirely  left  out  of  consideration.  It  was  only  the  sacrifice 
of  his  independence,  by  accepting  a  place  from  which  he 
was  removeable  at  pleasare,  that  was  made  the  ground  of 
the  motion.  His  oojection  did  not  apply  to  the  person  of 
Lord  Ellenborongh.  He  knew  he  was  as  wcUtjualified  as 
snj  man  to  be  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  but  he  looked 
upon  him  as  disqualified  for  that  situation,  by  his  bearinf; 
alieady  the  office  of  a  common  law  judge.  He  should  con- 
clude with  authorities  that  were  far  superior  to  his.  The 
first  was  that' Mr.  Addison,  who  had  once  been  a  secretary 
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f)f  state.  By  him  i^  had  been  said^  ^'  that  lie  b.^t  act 
which  had  been  pass^  in  his  days,  was  that  which  prcM- 
ded  for  the  independence  of  the  judges. "  The  lu  xi  autho- 
rity to  which  he  should  refer  was  that  of  Justice  Biackstone^ 
nee  tneus  hie  sermo.  Judge  Biackstone  said,  when  treat- 
ing of  the  separation  of  the  judicial  from  the  legblatiTe  and 
executive  authoriti^,  ^^  In  this  distinct  and  separate  ex« 
istence  of  the  judicial  power,  in  a  peculiar  body  of  men, 
dominated  indeed,  but  not  removeable  at  pleasure,  by  the 
crown,  consists  one  main  preservative  of  the  public  liberty, 
which  cannbt  subsist  long  in  any  state,  unless  the  adminis- 
tration of  common  justice  be  iii  some  degree  separated 
irom  the  i^slative,  and  also  from  tl^e  executive  power. 
Were  it  joined  with  the  legislative,  the  life,  liberty^  ifnd 
property  of  the  subject,  would  be  in  the  hands  of  arbitra- 
ry judges,  whose  decisions  would  be  then  r^^lated  only 
by  their  own  opinions,,  and  not  by  any  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  law;  which^  though  legislators  may  depart  tr<m, 
yet  judges  are  bound  to  observe.  Were  it  joinra  with  the 
executive,  this  union  might  soon  be  an  overbalance  for  the 
legislature."  Having  finished  reading  this  passage,-  the 
hon.  gentleman  moved  his  resolutions,  three  in  number^ 
and  to  the  followinfir  cflfect : — 

1st.  Resolved,  t  hat  il  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  it 
is  highly  expedient  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  of  state, 
aiid  confidential  advisers  of  executive  measures,  should  be 
]s:ept  totally  distinct  and  separate  from  his  officers  who  preside 
ki  his  courts  of  justice. 

S.  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the 
members  of  his  Majesty's  privy  council,  whom  his  Majesty 
directs  to  be  habitually  summoned  to  his  cabinet,  are,  an^ 
are  deemed  to  be,  his  confidential  advisers  of  the  executive 
measure^. 

S.  That  for  the  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  to  be 
in  the  practice  of  attending  on  such  occasions  is  highly 
inexpedient,  tending  to  the  suspension  of  the  constitutional 
execution  of  his  judicial  functions,  and  to  render  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  less  satisfactory,  if  not  less  pure. 

On  the  question  being  put  on  the  first  resolution, 

Mr*  Bond  declared  that  if  he  rose  only  as  the  friend  of 
the  noble  lord  who  was  the  object  of  this  motion,  (and  he 
was  proud  io  enjoy  that  honour,)  he  should  return  his 
thanks- to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  brought  the, 
subject  forward  for  discussion.  It  was  well  known  ihat' 
this  subject  bad  undergone  discussion  out  of  doors,  where 
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it  had  ii6t  been  fairly  ccHisidered.      He  adqiilfcdj  that 
the  objectioa  to  Ihe  appointment  of  his  noble  frieod  to 
the  cabinet^  was  one  which  was  calculated  to  m^e.an 
impiession  on  the  first  vii^w.     But  he  hoi)ed  to  persuade 
the  House  before    he  should   sit  down,   that>  lioweyer 
plausible  this  objection  might  appear.at  iunt^  upoA  being 
thoroughly  sifted,  it  would  be  found  to  contain  nothing 
real  or  solid.     The  object  of  the  present  motion  was  to  re- 
move the  lioble  person^  who  waj»  the  object  of  it)  from  tho 
aCBt  he  possessed  in  the  cabinet.,.  The  whole  tenor  of  the 
lion*  gentleman's  speech  pointed  to  that^nd.    And  at  a 
mtmientof  the  most  unexampled  danger  and  dithcuUy,  in 
which  the  country  had  ever  been  placed ;  wlum  it  was  on 
all  hands  admitted,  that  all  the  wisdom,  all  the  energy, 
and  all  the  talents  of  the  country  should  be  united  in  its  ser- 
vice ;  the  first  question  that  was  brought  forward  was  one 
fof  depriving  ilh^  country  of  the  service  of  a  noble  lord  of 
such  lugh  talents,  such  eminent  abilities,  such  great  expe« 
rience,  and  incorruptible  integrity,  as  were  possessed  by 
the  distinguished  personage  who  was  the  object  of  this  ino« 
lion.     HofMimittedy  that  if' the  noble  lord  had  been  called 
to  a  situation  incompatible  with  his  judicial  functions;  if 
he  had  been  brought  into  an  otfice  that  would  impede  the 
impartial  administration  of  justice  and  the  laws  ;  if  such 
were  the  case,  wltatever  advantages  might  be  derived  from 
his  eminent  abilities,  he  would  rather  they  should  all  be 
forgone,  than  that  such  consequenc<!s  should  be  produced. 
He  felt,  that  tlie  administration  of  justice  was  one  of  the 
greatest  blessings  any  country  could  |)ossess,  and  that  it 
was  purer  in  this  than  in  any  other  quarter  of  the  globe. 
He  considered  the  end  as  infinitely  beyond  the  means.    It 
was  the  upright  administration  of  justice  that  secured  the 
government  and  protected  the  people  ;  and  insured  (o  the 
individual,  who  sought  wealth  in  foreign  clijnes,  the  quiet 
and  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  industry  on 
his  return  to  his  native  land.     There  would  be  no  value  in 
wealth,  if  the  government  at  home  were  weak,  and  the 
channels  of  justice  polluted.     But  he  wished  the  Hoti«e  <o 
consider  what  would  be  the  elFect  of  calling  Lord  Ellen- 
borough  to  the  cabinet.     That  noble  lord  ^vas  no  common 
person.     If  any  man  could  be  independent,  if  my  human 
circumstances  could  insure  independence,  that  noMe  lord 
could  not  but  be  independent.  He  had  attained  the  highest 
rank  in  his  profession.     He  stood  in  that  proud,  miinent, 
end  exalted  situation,  in  which  no  object  could  b^^  pro- 
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sented  to  him  to  tempt  him  to  swerve  from  his  duty.    He 
i¥as  a  public  character  too,  more  under  the  observation  of 
the  public  than  any  individual  in  the  nation.    All  the 
business  of  his  court  was  public  ;  and  there  was  a  greater 
Tariety  of  cases  submitted  to  its  decisions,  than  to  that  of 
any  other  court  of  justice.     He  should  venture  to  say,  that 
whilst  so  high  a  sense  of  moral  rectitude,  whilst^  so  scrupu- 
lous a  regard  to  justice,  prevailed  in  this  country,  no  chief 
justice  would  ever  be  found  to  act  unjustly.     He  should  be 
fflad  to  know,  what  objection  there  could  be  to  the  noble 
lord's  assisting  at  the  d^liberationsof  the  cabinet  for  foreign 
afiairs,  and  that  council  was  first  called  the  committee  for 
foreign  affairs  ?    Thcf  /relations  of  foreign  nations,  and  of 
this  country  with  them,  must  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
constitute  a  considerable  part  of  the  deliberations  of  that 
council ;  and  he  would  be  glad  to  know  what  there  was  in 
such  discussions  that  could  ^empta  judge  to  swerve  from  his 
duty  ?  It  was  perfectly  true,  that  there  might  be  questions 
relative  to  sedition,  insurrection,  or  treason,  brought  into 
discussion  in  the  cabinet ;  and  that,  after  attending  such 
discussion,  the  chief  justice  might  also  have  to  preside  as 
judge  at  the  trial  of  the  offenders.     Bnt  what  eftcct  would 
that  produce  on  his  mind?  He  desired  it  to  be  recollected, 
that  no  person  was  appointed  to  the  place  of  judge,  till  afler 
a  certain  time  passed  in  his  profession,  when  he  had  acqiiir* 
cd  profound  learning  and  great  experience.     Was  it  likely 
that  in  such  a  man  his  principles  would  be  afloat,  or  that 
he  would  be  led  by  the  cabinet  ?  Was  it  not  more  likely 
that  he  would  lead  the  cabinet  ?  (A  very  loud  cry  of  hear! 
hear !  from  the  opposile  benches  filed  by  the  Ex^Mini^ 
sters).    He  should  repeat  the  expression,  lie  should  again 
insist  that  on  questions  of  criminal  law  or  prosecutions,  it 
was  likely  that  a  criminal  judge's  opinion  would  influence 
that  of  the  cabhiet,  and  that  in  that  sense  he  %Tould  lead 
the  cabinet.     If  his  advice  should  be  acceded  to,  he  would 
come  to  the  trial  without  any  bias  ;   if  his  opinion  should 
be  rejected,  he  should  not  be  the  less  influenced  by  it,  and 
would  exercise  his  function  under  the  obligation  of  his 
oath,  so  that  in  either  case  it  would  come  to  the  same  thing. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  adverted  to  the  case  in  which  tha 
chief  justice  would  come  to  the  trial  as  a  party,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  libel  against  the  ministers,  of  which  he  was  one. 
Every  man  who  knew  any  thing  about  the  administration 
of  justice,  knew,  that  in  trials  for  libel,  little  was  left  to 
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the  judge,  whUstthe  whole  was  decided  by  the  jury.  The 
jadgestoted  the  law ;  and  if  he  mistated  that,  or  otherwise 
injured  the  party,  he  had  his  remedy  in  an  application  for 
a  new  trial  tatfid'court.  In  cases  where  libels  happen  ta 
be  under  "considehition  of  the  cabinet,  a  judge  need  not  at« 
tend  ;  or  if  he  wished  not  to  preside  at  the  trial,  he  might 
apply  to  have  another  sent,  and  the  commission — (hear! 
hear!)  He  was  aware  of  the  use  that  would  be  made  of 
this  observation,  that  of  inconvenience,  but  he  contended 
that  no  such  consequence  would  attend  the  practice.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  no  argument  would  be  founded  on 
that  ground.  As  to  the  supposition  of  the  incompatibility. 
of  the  two  offices,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  possibility 
of  suspicion  being^ntertained  with  respect  to  the  adrainis-^ 
tration  of  justice,  the  hon.  gentleman  stated  the  suspicion 
in  the  first  resolution,  but  gave  it  up  in  the  last,  where  he 
admitted  the  purity.  If  the  purity  of  the  administration 
of  justice  were  doubted,  then  tlicre  might  be  ground  for 
suspicion ;  but  when  that  is  admitted,  the  administratioit 
of  justice  must  be  satisfactory.  A  man  should  act  in  the 
strict  line  of  his  duty.     If  he  was  to  avoid  a  duty  for  the 

gtirpose  of  evading  suspicion,  he  could  never  act  right, 
ut  hr*  would  ask,  if  the  existence  of  suspicion,  or  if  ev«» 
wdl-fmnded  suspicion,  were  to  be  made  the  ground  of  a 
motion  for  removing  tlie  noHc  lord  from  his  Majesty's  ca- 
binet, whether  the  hon.  gentleman  would  go  farther  ? 
Whether  he  should  move  to  have  the  noble  lord  struck  out 
of  the  list  of  privy  counsellors  ?  off  the  list  of  peers  ? 
Did  not  the  samesuspicion  apply  in  an  equal  degree  to  both 
these  cases?  All  Judges  were  summoned  to  examine  pri«» 
soners  with  the  privy  council  and  cabinet  mir^isteis  con*^ 
jointly.  The  cabinet  discussed  measures  in  the  abstract. 
Chief  Justice  Holt  attended  the  examination  of  the  rebels 
who  were  afterwards  to  be  tried  by  him ;  'and  Chief  Justice 
Eyie  attended  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  privy  council,- 
in  a  recent  instance,  and  aftenvards  proceeded  on  the  trial 
of  the  individuals  there  examined.  Was  it  possible  for  a 
noble  lord  of  such  eminent  and  transcendent  talents  as  .the 
noble  lord ;  was  it  possible  for  any  man  that  was  a  states- 
man, and  that  noble  lord  was  a  great  statesman,  if  he  saw 
a  party  formed  to  thwart  and  embarrass  the  measures  of  go- 
vernment, not  io  take  a  part  on  such  an  occasion  ?  If  the 
gentlemen  were  serious,  they  had  not  reached  halfway  to- 
wards tiiicir  end?    What  nm  the  end  the  gentlemen  pro^ 
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posed?  Wliat  '^vasihe  object  oflhcir  record?  Wbaitbo 
end  of  their  innovation?  (Hear!  Hear  I)  He  repeated 
that  it  WHS  an  innovation.  It  had  not  been  stated  either  ia 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  or  |a  the  resolutions, 
that  the  appointment  was  unconstitutiomi  ilkmly  <ur  ua** 
precedented.  It  whs  not  unfair  in  argument,  thereibre^  to 
assume  the  omission,  to  state  what  amounted  to  an  admis- 
sion that  it  was  not  so.  As  to  what  had  been  said  of  the 
efTecJt  of  the  chief  justice  prejudging  a  case  fromthe  dist 
cusrion  it  might  uiidergo  in  the  cabinet,  that  would  apply 
equally  to  all  magistrates,  who  first  examined  tlie  case  bjT 
the  t/>Ktimony  of  witnesses,  and  afterwards  sat  at  sessions. 
\Vith  respect  to  the  authority  that  had  been  so  much  r^je4 
on,  on  which  the  hon.  member  had  laid  so  much  stress, 
yiz.  the  quotation  from  Justice  Blackstone,  the  whole  of 
that  passage  was  part  of  a  longer  one,  which  Justice  Black* 
stone  haa  extracted  from  Montesquieu's  Spirit  of  Lawa, 
which  was  a  theoretic  treatise  on  government.  If  Mr. 
Justice  Blackstone,  when  he  copied  this  passage  intohif 
work,  understood  it  in  the  seiuie  in  which  the  hon.  g^tl^ 
man  represented  it,  the  theory  was  ingenious,  but  it  did 
not  practically  apply  to  the  circunibtanoes  and  oonstitutioia 
of  this  country.  As  to  all  that  had  been  said  with  r^spoo^ 
to  the  impropriety  of  any  persons  being  admitted  into  lA^ 
cabinet  besid(»s  th?  ih  T.j.Uor  and  the  mthistcrs  of  statist 
irho  held  execui  i  v:-  uilices  uiuk^r  the  crown  ;  and  that  those 
flhouKl  no<  be  called  to  that  council  ^ho  might  bp  sianmoa- 
ed  for  advice  this  dviy  ami  not  the  next,  it  seemed  to  hijn 
like  raising  up  shadows  for  the  purpcMj  of  fighting  them. 
There  is  one  case  in  which  the  situation  of  the  chaoeplkir 
cuts  in  mor^  nearly  with  that  of  the  chief  justice.  In  Uie 
f^oseof  a  petition  of  right,  where  a  subject  is  the  claiuwit 
l^gatnst  the  crown,  he  Jns  to  dec  ido,  and  yet  is  never  s«^ 
pccicil  ;)f  acting  uadc;)  any  bias.  In  the  case  of  the  tidai 
of  peers  also,  iic  has  great  jKJwcrb ;  for  according  to  tho  pje- 
fient  practice,  he  invariably  acts  as  lord  high  steward.  If 
during  the  sittingof  parliament  his  powers  are  more  limile4y 
lie  acting  only  as  Spctikor,  yet  in  the  rece^  he  pronounce^ 
the  law  in  every  instimre.  Before  the  seventh  of  WiUiiui| 
II J.  the  ford  high  stcwai  J  had  extraordinary  power$  in- 
deed, having  to  summon  at  first  only  sixteen  peers,  thoiich 
^ftenvards  twenty-three.  The  peers  act  as  jurors,  aqd^a 
explains  the  law  precisdy  as  the  lord  {.\\\ei  justice  docf^. 
This  has  been  the  uniform  practice^  aud  yet  uo  gentlend#|> 
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ka!«yct  been  found  to  get  up  in  his  place,  and  say  that  thii  prac* 
ticc  was  an  evil  thatought  to  begot  rid  of.  He  adinittea  that 
it  was  better  to  look  for  prec^cnts  in  modern  times,  though 
he  would  not  nHow,  that  no  instance  was  to  be  taken  anic-f 
cedent  to  the  fime.of  the  first  of  George  tlie  Third,  to  shew 
the  non-existence  of  that  jealousy,  which,  in  the  present 
circumstances  and  times,  bcg^  to  display  itself*     In  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  an  act  was  passed,  directing,  that 
the  chancellor  and  the  King's  chief  justice  should  follow 
his  Majesty,  in  order  that  he  might  not  want  the  advice  of 
sdges  learned  in  the  Irtw.    However,  it  was  better  to  rclbr 
to  modern  times.    He  believed  Lord  Hardwicke^  whilst 
chief  justice,  had  a  seat  in  (he  cabinet.    He  did  not  state 
this  as  a  matter  that  could  l)c  proved,  though  he  had  it  on 
theauthority  of  persons  on  whose  veracity  and  accuracy  he 
placed  the  greatest  reliance.   By  this  it  appeared,  that  that 
noble  and  learned  lord  had  not  thought  a  place  in  the  ca* 
binet  inconsistent  with  the  duties  of  his  judicial  office. 
Lord  Mansfield  ioo^  for  wtiom  he  had  a  high  veneration^ 
though  he  codld  not  accord  with  his  principles  incVcry  in-« 
stance,  had  continued  to  sit  in  the  cabinet  whilst  chief 
justice  from  1757  to  17C5.    He  too  did  not  think  the  situ- 
ations incompatible.    It  was  to  be  recollected  that  no  ap- 
pn^hensions  were  then  entertained  on  the  subject  $  no  such 
motion  as  the  prcsenChad  been  ,madc<.    This  was  a  con- 
yincing  proof  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  House  artd  of  the 
country  in  the  propriety  of  the  measure.     In  the  sixth  of 
Queen  Anne,  when  her  dissolution  was  apprehended,  an 
act  had  been  passed  for  establishing  a  regency  on  that  event, 
to  continue  for  six  weeks  after  her  de^ith.     This  regency 
Iras  composed  of  the  soycn  great  officers  of  state,  amongst 
wb<mi  her  chief  justice  was  one.     It  is  not  to  be  supposed, 
fbat  such  a  measure  would  have  been  passed  without  the 
concurrence  of  justice  Holt,  who  was  one  of  hor  justices. 
It  was  said,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  his  authority  was  in 
favour  of  the  measure,  though  he  died  before  Queen  Anne ; 
and  Chief  Justice  Parker  became,  on  her  Majesty's  death, 
one  of  the  justices*     He  was  aftenvards  app6inted  one  of 
the  confidential  advisers  of  his  Majesty  George  I.     The 
authority  of  that  justice  too  was  in.  its  favour.     By  the 
staitttte  of  the  24th  of  George  II.  chap.  SI.  which  was 
passcsd  in  contemplation  of  a  minority,  a  regency  was  ap- 
pointed, composed  of  five  persons^   with  extraordinary 
^wers.    If  the  majority  did  not  agree  ta  the  measure, 
•   Yoj..  I.  1805-?.  K  k '  Parliamctt 
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I'arliament  could  neither  be  assembled  noi\  dissolved, 
nirither  the  qarbtion  of  peace  or  war  decided.  The  chief 
jysticc  was  one  of  the  coihmL^sioncrs  of  rep^ency,  and  yd 
lio  jealousy  was  felt  on  (lie  subjects  The  act  too,  if  it  bad 
taken  immediate  etfect,  would  not  have  been  of  short  du* 
ration,  his  present  Majesty's  age  being  at  that  time  thirteen 
years,  so  that  if  George  ll.  had  then  died,  it  would  have 
continued  for  five  years.  The  next  instance  of  an  act  of 
(his  nature,  was  in  the  5th  of  his  jircscnt  Majesty,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  council  of  regency,  for  the  care  of  the 
descendants  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  then  dead  ;  and^  as 
the  act  was  passed  in  contemplation  of  the  possibility  of  an 
indispjosition  which  his  present  Majesty  Ijiooured  under  at 
that  time,  terminating  fatally ;  if  that  event  had  taken 
place,  the  regency  would  have  had  a  Icfng  continuance,  an 
the  present  Prince  of  Wales  was  then  but  three  years  of 
lige ;  and  it  was  to  be  recollected  that  thi^  measure  passed, 
notwithstanding  the  eflbrts  of  an  opposition  that  aftenvards 
overturned  the  administration,  and  after  the  same  gracious 
nitjasuje  which  his  Majesty  had  recommended  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  independence  of  the  judges.  Yqt  no  one  of 
the  very  ingenious  men  who  composed  the  opposition  o^ 
that  day,  started  a  question  respecting  the  jealousy  that 
was  at  tliis  time  sought  to  he  promulgated.  If  there  was 
any  trust  to  be  reposed  therefore;  if  there  was  any  sacjred 
trust  to  be  conferred';  if  there  was  any  degree  of  confidence 
.of  a  peculiar  nature  to  be  placed  in  any  person ;.  the  IIou^ 
would  resort  to  the  nobleman  who  was  the  object  of  the  pre- 
sent motion,  in  place  of  exciting  amongst  the  subjects  o£ 
the  country  a  distrust  in  the  admini.^tration  of  justice.  It 
fikould  be  recollected  that  this  was  the  first  time  that  sucli 
an  eflect  had  been  ascribed  to  such  a  measure.  When  it 
was  considered,  th.at  the  measure  then  under  discussion  had 
received  the  sanction  of  so  many  reverend,  learned,  ai^d 
upright  judges  ;  when  it  was  recollected,  that  it  had  beeii 
apted  upon  in  the  best  periods  of  our  history,  and  that  now 
for  the  iirst  time  it  was  asserted,  that  the  calling  to  the  ad% 
vice  of  Lis  Majesty  such  a  nobleman  as  the  noble  object  of 
this  motion,  a  man  of  suck  talents,  knowledge,  experience^ 
and  wisdom,  would  have  the  effect  of  corrupting  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice ;  he  implored  the  House  not  to  re- 
move a  nobleman  of  such  integrity  and  independence,  who 
Jiad  reached  one  of  the  highest  ofiiccs  in  his  profession^  to 
whom  only  one  step  more  remained  to  be  asccnded|  an4 
'  6  '  who^ 
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tilio,  it  was  well  known,  had  refused  tiiat  step,  from  tix9. 
iheaiis  of  contributing  (o  (lie  public  service  by  bis  counsel 
and  advice.  He  called  on  them  not  t)  restrain  (he  prero- 
gativc*of  the  crown,  in  ihe  undoubtc  1  right  liis  Miijesty 
posscssal  of  calliiig  any  one  of  his  subjeCiS  to  his  councils. 
After  a  few  more  observations  on  this  subject,  the  riglit 
honourable  i^entleihan  concluded  by  moving  as  an  Jimend- 
ifacnf,  that  the  otiicr  orders  of  tlie  day  Ix?  now  read, 

j)/r.  Canninp!;^  before'  he  should  proceed  to  state  the 
grounds  ujion  which  he  shoukl  support  the  motion  of  his 
lioiif>urabIc  friend,  bci^gcd  leave  to  disclaim  some  of  the 
motives  imput^ni  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
bad  just  s;it  down,  to  those  who  should  support  the  ano-' 
tion.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  imputed  to 
those  who  should  difler  with  liim  on  this  question,  at  a  time 
wlien  the  danger  of  the  country  called  tbrlh  aii  union  oC 
all  the  talents  it  ix>ssesses,  and  wlien  every  acquisition  ot 
ability  ought  to  I)c  hailed  with  pleasure,  an  attempt  to  drive 
from  his  Majesty's  councils,  ahd  from  the  public  service,. 
a  person  of  such  distinguished  taleiits  as  the  nobleman  wh(> 
tt  the  subject  of  this  motion.  He  shoiild  protest  against' 
such  an  unfair  mode  of  argument.  He  was  as  re^idy  a* 
the  right  honourable  g'*ntlcinan,  and  he  was  sure  there 
liirould  be  but  one  sentiment  in  the  House,  to  admit  the  me- 
rits of  lord  Ellenborough  ;  but  he  could  not  help  regretting 
that  considerations  jKrsonal  to  that  nobleman  had  been  in- 
troduced into  the  discussion.  If  the  subject  was  worth  the 
atteiition  of  the  Hous(*,  and  that  it  was  appeared  evident.' 
from  the  admissions  of  the  right  honourable  genth?man>.' 
that  the  objection  was  such  as  to  make  an  imjHession,  and. 
Uiat  it  was  plausible,  it  was  fit  that  it  should  Ix;  coiisid(?r- 
rd  by  parFiament  with  reference  to  any  chief  justice.  He 
thought,  therefore,  the  imputations  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman junfair  towards  those  who  supported  the 
motion  on  such  grounds.  There  was  one  mode,  by  which, 
if  tho  services  of  Lord  Elleiiborough  were  necessary  in  the 
cabinet,  they  might  have  been  ob(  lined  without  any  objec- 
tion whatever ;  and  that  was  by  his  ascending  that  other 
step,  which  was  to  place  him  at  tlie  heid  of  his  professbii. 
He  was  sure,  after  the  panegyric  pronounced  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  upon  the  virtues  and  ifidependenctf 
of  that  noble  lord,  he  could  not  suppose  hun  to  have  lx»ea 
actuated  in  his  refusal  of  that  last  stop,  by  a  wisl^  to  cling 
io  a  place  for  life*  rather  than  to  accept  a  precarious  one. 
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^he  Ti^ht  honoarabte  gentleman  seemed  (o  think,  that  his 
^ssetoion  of  his  place  tor  life  placed  him  above  all  tempia« 
<ion.    He  alw)  seemed  to  think,  that  the  place  of  chief  jus*, 
tice  was  more  estimable  than  that  of  chancellor.     The  ob-^ 
iection  that  governed  his  opinion  on  this  subject  v?as,'  that 
by  accepting  a  place  from  -which  he  was  removcablc  at 
pleasure,  he  did  away  all  the  confidence  that  was  produced 
By  the  independent  circumstances  of  his  other  office.    Was 
it  intended  to  be  urged  or  argued,  that  the  fear  of  his  re« 
moval  from  the  cabinet  would  have  no  efTect  on  a  chief  jus* 
lice  ?  Would  it  be  contended,  that  a  scat  in  that  cabinet 
was  not  ah  object  of  ambition,  and  of  ardent  ambition  ?  If 
ever  there  was  a  period  that  proved  that  more  than  any 
other,  it  was  the  present.     lie  believed  there  never  haH 
<)een  an  instance  in  which  such  objects  had  been  pursued 
with  so  much  ardour  and  anxiety.     No  man  that  had  n^ad. 
die  newspapers  of  the  day,  or  heard  the  conversations  of 
the  people  in  the  streets,  was  not  sensible  of  this.     It  wa$ 
not  tair  ia  argument  to  make  personal  allusions,  but  in. 
proof  that  a  scat  in  th-*.  cabinet  was  an  object  of  personal, 
ambition,  lie  could  name  four  whosi^  scats  hud  been  under, 
discussion,  and  mooted.     When  such  had  been  the  case^. 
could  it  be  said  that  such  a  distinction  was  not  an  object  of 
personal  iimbilion,  or  that  the  apprehension  of  losing  it . 
would  not  have  an  effect  upon  a  mind  that  sought  it  with . 
such  avidity  i  He  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  in  his  warm  panegyric  upon  the  pure  administration 
of  justice,  which  this  country  had  to  boa^t  of.     The  pure 
administration  of  justice  was  the  great  blessing  this  coun^ 
try  had  to  boast  of;  the  peculiar  advantage  of  our  consti* 
tution,  which  had  stood  unimpaired  amidst  the  shock  of 
parties,   and  survived  and  flourished   even   amidst    the 
troubles  and  distractions  of  rebellion.     Hcacted  not  on  the 
authority  of  books,   but  on  the  universal  fi^eling  of  the 
country,  which  ought  to  be  respected  by  preserving  a 
system,  the  salutary  effects  of  which  he  hoped  nothing 
would  be  done  this  day  to  disturb.     The  noble  lord,  who 
^as  the  immediate  subject  of  the  motion,  was  in  the  admi* 
nist/a^ion  of  an  office  that  required  all  the  Intelligence  and 
alt  the  feelings  of  which  man  was  capable.     One  may  • 
fiurdy  say,  that  the  noble  lord  wonjd  find  full  scope  for  all 
.his  high  talents  and  qualities,  Confining  them  to  his  proper 
station.     What  he  particularly  complained  of  was,  that 
t)ie  beach  of  justice^  instead  of  bcuig  looked  up  to  as  the 
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Bummit  of  elevation  the  law  tifibrdrd,  was  to  be  by  tbepre* 
cedent  of  the  noble  lord's  appoint.ineeit,  corijitUutad  th<> 
sprins;  of  a  new  ambition,  from  which  those  who  had  at>» 
faine^  it,  were  to  start  forward  on  a  new  career.  Heno6* 
forth  the  study  of  the  law  would  be  cultivated  for  the  at^' 
iainment  of  a  chief  justice's  seat,  not  as  a  chief  object  and 
a  chief  distinction  and  reward,  but  merely  as  a  step  in^  thu 
ladder  of  promotion,  and  as  facilitating  the  access  to 
greater  honours.  This  was  an  evil  so  greajt  to  the  constitu^i* 
lion,  that  it  could  not  be  permitted  to  establish  itself  with- 
out the  utmost  mischief.  It  was  no  objection  that  it  was 
not  to  be  found  directly  prohibited  in  the  books  of  law, 
or  the  statute-books.  It  was  an  evil  so  striking,  that  every 
mind  must  be  impressed  with  a  sense  of  it;  and  if  it  should 
not  be  checked  by  this  motion,  it  would  at  least  be  ulti- 
Jliatdiy  mended  hj  the  rcilcctions  which  the  discussion  06 
this  nigbt  would  excite  in  every  mind,  and  th<p  exertion  it 
i^rottld  give  rise  to,  for  doing  the  mischief  away.  Oim 
great  objection  he  had  to  the  arrangement  that  had  beea* 
made  was,  tltat  according  io  what  was  urged  by  the  sup*: 
porters  of  it,  the  scttiemeBt  of  the  independence  of  the 
jjidges  was  not  so  necessary  as  had  been  heretofore  thought. 
For  when  their  acting  in  day-light,  in  open  court,  was 
i(pited  to  prove  the  impossibility  of  their  acting  wilfuilyt 
wrong,  this  amounted  to  an  argument  against  tvhe  bill  that 
QTcured  tlieir  independence.  As  parliament  was  bound  i» 
Ir^islatc  with  jealousy  against  the  evil  propensities  of  hn* 
man  nature,  the  character  of  the  individual  was  not  io  be 
taken  into  llie  account.  It  was  essential  to  the  due  adai« 
nistration  of  justice,  that  a  judge  i^houkl  not  Ix;  called  ui>on' 
to  deckle  on  his  judgment  seat,  what  he  had  alr^dy  de« 
cidcd  in  the  citbinet  \\&  a  minister.  This  mischief  was  par«* 
^jkularly  likely  to  hap{xm  in  the  case  of  nroseaitions  for 
libels  on  the  government.  The  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  representinl  the  judge  as  no- 
thing, the  jury  as  every  thing,  and  held  forth  a  new  trial 
a«  a  remedy  for  any  j)ossiblc  malversntion.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  himself  held  a  judicial  situation,  and  he 
would  ask  him,  was  he  such  a  perfect  nothing  in  it  as  to 
think  this  a  satisfactory  answer,  lo  an  objection,  felt  deeply, 
not  \n  that  House  arone,  but  throughout  the  country,  in 
8iicli  a  manner  as  to  require  a  satisfactory  explanation  ?  He 
did  not  took  upon  it  as  a  sutliciont  security  to  Ik;  told,  that 
incases  likely  to  poi^e  before  hiin  in  juilgment,  the  cliief . 
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jistice  Would»eitber  not  interfere  as  a  minister,  or  not  sit  a» 
IT  judge.  Of  the  two,  he  should  prefer  his  absence  from 
ihe  cabinet.  The  honourable  and  learned  gcntkmaa 
blamed  the  moderate  tenor  of  the  resolutions,  and  was 
dissatisfied  that  they  did  not  go  further.  The  thing  was 
Mt  called  illegal,'  because  there  was  no  law  on  the  subject : 
it  was  not  called  unconstUutional,  because  what  was  con« 
stftutional  was  not  defined,  and  every  one  explained  it  ac- 
cording to  his  own*  vie^v.  The  motion  stated  with  truth? 
the  inconveniences  that  would  result  from  the  ap^int- 
ment,  and  therefore  that  the  appointment  was  unadvisable. 
'Hie  public  feeling  that  had  so  strongly  manifested  itself 
on  this  point,  deserved  the  highest  consideration  :  and  it 
was  not  a  light  thing  that  a  suspicion  manifested  itself 
abroad  on  so  essential  a  point  as  the  due  administration  of 
the  justice  of  the  couiitry.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  said,  that  any  person  would  suf- 
fer bim^f  to  be  diverted  from  the  performance  of  his( 
Aity,  by  the  consideration  of  a  false  suspicion ;  but  a 
strong  public  feeling  was  a  just  ground  for  legislative  at* 
lent  ion,  and  for  the  reconsideration  of  an  arrangement,  not 
.jfcncrally  looked  upon  as  satisfactory  to  thoends  of  public 
jiojtiocf.  It  was  well  known,  that  there  were  every  day  ver- 
dicts given  consonant  to  law,  and  the  principles  of  justice ; 
yet  ir  any  thing  came  out  afterwards  that  served  to  shew, 
titet  the  whoteof  the  case  had  not  been  fully  weighed,  either 
by  the  jury,  or  by  the  judge,  and  a  new  trial  was  granted, 
and  a  verdict  given  on  the  opposite  side,  neither  that  jury, 
nof  that  judge,  would  be  so  highly  looked  upon  as  before- 
The'honourj3)lc  gentleman  not  only  complained  that  the  re- 
solutions were  moderate,  but  still  further,  that  they  con- 
tained nothing  but  what  could  be  proved.  He  complain- 
6d,  thatenough  was  not  done,  if  the  resolution  did  not  ^o 
to  deprive  the  chief  justice  of  his  peerage,  br  his  place  m 
the  privy  council.  A  resolution  of  the  commons  could 
Jiot  rescind  the  patent  of  peerage ;  but  the  introduction  of 
the  chief  justice  into  the  House  of  Peers,  was  by  no  means 
ficcessary,  nor  always  practised.  It  was  stated,  that  the 
cabinet  was  only  a  term  in  common  usage  ;  that  it  was  not 
to  be  found  in  any  statute,  nor  in  any  book,  of  authority  s 
it  was  only  a  committee  of  the  privy  council  like  any  other 
ijommittee,  and,  therefore,  not  a  subject  of  parliamentary 
consideration.  This  was  a  doctrine  of  the  most  whimsical. 
imdmo^t  untenable  nature.    Would  it  be  admitted  in  a 
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frcecouQtiy,  that  tbe  body  possessing  the  chief  ooutiwal 
of  the  stale ;  a  body  seen,  felt,  liearu,  and  uAderatood  by 
eyery  one,  knoMrn  out  of  doors  by  eyery  one ;  vaa  to  M 
knoun  within  doors  by  no  one  h  That  .though  the  cafainetf 
as  containing  those  select  persons,  <^utru$ted  particuhuly 
not  only  Mritn  the  executive  goyernmerit,  but  vith  partieu* 
br  privileges  andopportunities  of  advising  the  crown,  wm 
kncrwn  to  the  country  and  to  foreign  powers,  thou§^  d| 
Eiigbnd  obeyed  it,   though  oM  ^urppe  recoguizra  it; 
though  it  was  well  known  in  the  lobby,  lihcmld  become  tov 
tally  unknown  the  moment  the  ipcmb^s  entered  tlie  ILousel. 
—(Hear  I  Hear !) — ^The  honourajble  gentleman  on  ihm 
othcv  side  said  it  was  impossible  to  know  wh6  ^cabinet  mt^ 
nisters  were,  except  by  bits  of  paper  casually  found  with 
their  sigjmture.    xhe  honour  .tble  gentleman  may  spoc^ 
with  these  refinements  as  he  pleas^,  but  he  must  com* 
b^d^  to  this,  that  the  cabinet  should  be  known,  and  ref 
sponsible  to  parKaraent  as  well  as  the  country.    It  couht 
not  be  Kufferea  to  exist  as  a  mere  poetic  fiction,  vanishiiig 
whenever  it  was  sought  for  as  a  reality.  He  supposed  Lor^ 
EUenborough  di<l  not  stand  in  the  situation  of  a  judge 
summoned  to  give  advice  on  particular  points,  but  conr 
ytantly  summoned,  and  therefore  united  in  responsihiUtj 
and  identified  with  the  cabinet.     It  was  therefore  impoasi* 
blc  that  he  should  in  many  important  cases  go  to  judgment  > 
with  a  mind  so  perfectly  clear  of  impression  as  impartial 
justice  would  require  it  to  be.     Tlie  instances  in  which  the 
cUef  justice  had  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  council 
of  rqgenc^'  stood  on  very  distinct  grounds  from  the  prevent 
case.     \V  here  the  (bj  -ct  in  view  was  to  preserve  the  rights 
and  piefogativcs  of  tlie  Crown,  in  tlie  absence  or  the  mi^ 
nority  of  the  sovereign,  it  was  right  to  mix  pennanenC 
judges  with  the  persons  to  whom  Uie  charge  was  intrusted, 
out  that  was  a  very  diflerent  thing  from  mixing  them  with 

Ely  ])olitics  while  the  king  was  living.  The  case  of  Lord 
rdwicke,  he  understood,  was  given  up  by  the  honoun- 
able  gentleman  on  the  other  side  (No,  no).  If  it  was  not 
|ivenup,  little  jeli^nce  could  be  placed  on  it,  as  Lord 
jHaidwicke,  on  his  appointment  as  chancellor,  held  tha 
place  of  chief  justice  only  till  a  successor  was  appointed. 
The  place  of  chief  justice  of  the  Common  Pk'as  was  h<dd 
Ml  like  manner  by  Lord  Eldon,  in  conjunction  with  tha 
great  seal,  fox  two  mpnths,  till  a  n^w  chief  justice  was  ap» 
])oint#d.    Lojrd  Mftns^dy  ia  th«  last  years  of  tbe  laaifc 
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veign,  and  a  few  of  Uic  first  years  of  (be  present,  had,  it 
was  true,  a  seat  in  the  cabinet ;  but,  far  (toin  lieing  known 
and  sanctioned  by  Parliarnent,  the  fact,  when  disclo<scd, 
i¥as  received  with  surprise  and  censure.     It  had  been  fre« 
quently  touched  upon  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  a  thin^ 
auspeetcd.  and  when  itivas  disclosed,  it  was  commented 
upon  by  the  ancestor  (Lord  Shelburne)  of  a  noble  lord  op- 
pi)site,  so  that  he  could  not  withhold  himself  from  citing' 
iiim.     Lord  Mansfield,  on  being  questioned  by  the  noble 
.    lord  he  alluded  to,  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet,  but  that  be  had  prayed  his  Majestv  to 
excuse  him,  and  for  a  long  time  ceased  to  attend.     This 
shewed  that  the  fact  was  not  known  and  recognised,  and 
fliat  when  it  was  acknowledged  it  was  receiyra  with  sur- 
prise ;  there  was  therefore  no  ground  to  cry  out  upon  it 
so  cxultingly.     He  would  now  read  tlie  observations  of 
the  noble  lord  he  had  alKided  to  upon  the  confession  i 
*'  The  noble  and  learned  lord  has  tnen  confessed,  that 
though  he  is  not  now  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  there  was 
a  time  when  it  was  otherwise ;  when  he  united  things  the 
most  opposite  in  a  constitutional  view,  (he  characters  of  a 
judge  and  a  cabinet  minister."    Such  were  the  remarks 
Tuade  upon  this  union,  by  Lord  Shelburne.     The  noble 
lord  observwl  further",  that  the  great  excellence  of  the  Bri- 
tish constitution,  was  to  keep  the  executive  and  the  judi- 
cial power  as  distinct  as  possible,  so  as  to  prevent  the  samo 
person  from  advising  in  one  capacity,  what  he  was  to  exe- 
cute in  another.  Thus  the  arguments  of  acquiescence  and 
approbation  fell  to  the  ground.     No  one  could  speak  of 
the  transcendent  talents  of  Lord  Mansfield  without  admi* 
%ation.    But  he  woukl  ask  any  man  versed  in  the  history 
of  the  times,  whether  Lord  Mansfield's  talents  would  not 
have  been  more  unsullied,  and  his  life  more  useful,  if  he 
liad  not  mixed  the  functions  of  a  politician  with  those  of 
the  judge.     In  the  latter  period  of  his  life,  when  his  ma« 
turer  judgment  had  corrected  the  ambition  of  his  earlier 
years,  the  noble  lord  himself  fdt  the  impropriety,  and  abs- 
tained from  attending  the  council.     If  this  constitutional 
bold  was  once  abandoned,  it  would  be  renounced  for  cTcr. 
yhere  w^s  no  excuse  for  the  appointment  but  necessity  of 
expediency.     Therie  was  no  necessity  in  this  case,  and  th« 
expediency  was  far  from  being  such  as  to  warrant  the  pro- 
'ceeding.     There  was  no  analogy  between  the  situation  of  a 
chief  justice  int}i^  cabiiue^  and  that  of  a  lord  <;}i&&celIor. 
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The  loid  chancellor  was  removaUe  from  his  oSce  a(  tl)^ 
pleasure  of  the  crown,  or,  in  case  of  malversation,  by  ad- 
dress from  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  But  what  would 
be  the  ^tuation  of  the  chief  justice,  if  he*  were  even  to  say 
in  the  cabinet  that  the  law  of  nations  was.  rubbish  n^t  to 
be  acted  upon.  He  hoped  such  an  opinion  would  not  be 
acted  upon*    But  would  the  chief  justice  be  remored  for 

-  haying  given  bad  advice  ap  a  minister,  or  would  he^  be- 
caosene  Was  a  judge,  be  toleruted  as  a  minister  after  hav- 
ing given  such  advice.  The  dilemma  was  inevitable.  As 
the  privileges  of  Parliampnt,  and  the  rights  of  the  people 
.were  valued,  this  association  was  to  be  deprecated :  it  was 
to  be  deprecated  abo  in  regard  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  to  which  nothing  was  more  hostile  than  an  irre- 
*movaU&  cabinet.  The  noble  lord  was  in  a  situation  to  do 
JlOfiour  to  himself,  and  essential  service  to  the  country,  hj 
4heateady  application  of  the  talents  he  undoubtedly  pos* 
«cned^  to  the  duties  of  the  high  office  he  {uroperly  fiU^« 
But  if  he  were  called  to  other  situations^  the  duties  of 
.which  nay  often  clash,  and  sometimes  did  clash  with  his 
jndiciid  functions^  while  they  impose  burthens  .that  must 
iisemarily  take  away  his  attention  from  thdm,.  he  was  ne« 
ceasarily  made  a  less  valuable  judge  by  being  made  an  in- 
adfeqimle  minister.  Exara^e  was  directly  against  the  ap- 
pointment; analogy  was  equally  unfavourable  to  it ;  and  if 
suspicion  were  excited  in  one  case,,  it  would  be  a  mischbf 
of  the  worst  nature.  He  esteemed  the  noble  lord  very 
.highly,  not  from  having  the  advantage  of  any  personal 
acquaintance  with  him,  but  from  the  knowledge  be  had  of 
.his  talents  and  character  from  public  sources.  But  if  the 
whole  benefit  of  the  talents  of  the  highest  individual  as  a 
cabuiet  minister  were  summed  up,  it  would,  in  his  opi- 
itibn,  be  dearly  purchased  by  one  hour's  suspicion  of  any 
.deficiency  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

Lord  Temple  gave  credit  to  the  supporters  of  the  mo* 

'  tion  for.baving  no  personal  motive  in  bringing  it  forward, 
and  for  agitating  it  only  as  a  constitutional  question,  which 
they  would  have  brought  under  consideration  at. any  time, 
and  under  any  ministers.     He  regretted  however  that, 

.  when  in  making  a  motion  to  remove  an  individual,  an  at* 

•  "iaok  was  to  be  made  on  the  King's  prerogative,  the  honour- 

.  able  gentleman  who  brought  forward  the  motion,^  did  not 

\reigh  better  the  authorities  on  which  it  was  founded.    Ho 

-  allowed  it  was  the  right  of  the  House  to  exercij^  its  discre-> 

Yoi..  I.  16QO-6.  L 1  tioa 


Digitized  by 


Google   . 


fS8      -  THE  P A RlitAMENTARY  REGISTER.  [coitfi 

tion  as  to  the  d^ee  of  confidence  it  would  place  in  any 
ministers  appointed  by  the  crown,  but  it  was  always  more 
&ir  to  object  generally  to  an  administration,  than  to  any 
one  member  of  it.     Ifeferring  to  every  part  of  our  history 
since  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  no  such  thing  as  a 
cabinet  council  was  known  or  recognised.    He  did  not 
mean  by  this  to  diminish  the  responsibility  of  any  one  of 
those  of  whom  the  cabinet  council  consisted,  but  only  to 
put  it  on  its  proper  grounds.     It  yt^  not  till  Charles  the 
Second's  time  that  a  select  committee  of  the  privy  council 
'mas  specially  considted  on  tlie  affairs  of  government ;  and 
the  King  recognising  the  practice  as  an  innovation,  pro- 
mised in  future  to  consult  the  whole  council.     When 
Queen  Anne  was  on  her  death-bed,  and  a  select  committee 
of  the  privy  council  sat  regulating  the  succession,  the 
Dukes  of  Somerset  and  Argyle  came  into  that  Tory  cabi* 
net,  and  insisted  on  and  enforced  their  right,  as  privy 
councillors,  to  be  present  at  its  deliberations  and  proceed- 
ings.    The  cabinet  ministers  were  responsible  for  their  con- 
duct, and  their  advice ;  not,  however,  as  cabinet  mini« 
sters,  but  in  respect  of  the  offices  they  held,  and  as  privy- 
councillors.     If  the  resolutions  were  to  be  carried,  and 
Lord  EUenborough  to  be  removed  Yrom  the  cabUiet,  still 
the  object  in  view  would  not  be  attained,  as  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  may  advise  the  King  as  a  pri^  councillor  and 
is  a  peer,  without  any  restraint  whatsoever.     If  the  object 
in  view  was  to  reform  and  innovate  on  the  constitution,  let 
it  be  stated  openly,  and  the  House  would  know  how  to  esti- 
mate it.     It  was  impossible  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  could 
mean,  as  he  was  construed  to  mean  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman opposite,  that  the  King  was  never  td  advise  with 
the  chief  justice.    The  cases  mentioned  by  that  learned 
writer,  in  illustration  of  his  doctrine,  proved  he  could  not 
have  had  that  meaning.    The  learned  judge  stated  the  abo- 
lition of  the  Star  Chamber  as  an  acknowledgment  of  hj^ 
principle;  but  the  Star  Chamber  was  a  conmiitteeof  the 
privy  council,  which  tried  offences  without  the  benefit  of 
a  jury,  and  punished  without  appeal.     The  other  case 
was,  when  he  stated  the  disposition  of  France  to  be  more 
tolerable  from  the  distinct  power  of  judgment,  and  of  de- 
termination in  cases  of  appeal  possessed  by  the  parliament 
of  France,  without  any  right  of  interference  in  the  execu- 
tive.    These  cases  shewed  clearly ,  that  the  learned  judge's 
prinai|>les  applied  to  a  mixture  of  the  executive  and  the' 
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judicial  f anctions,  very  remote  indeed  from  ^hat  iras  com- 
prehended in  the  association  now  under  the  judgment  of 
the  House.    The  power  to  try  offenders  was  held  by  the 
judges  from  the  crown ;  and  aa  to  the  impropriety  and  in* 
consistency  which  the  constitution  supposed  to  exist  in  a 
chief  justice  having  any  concern  with  judicial  proceed* 
ings,  till  they  came  judicially  before  him,  he  would  only 
advert  to  what  was  done  in  a  recent  case,  as  well  as  in 
many  former  ones.     Did  not  the  chief  justice  attend  at  all 
the  examinations  before  the  privy  council  on  the  case  of  ' 
Governor  Picton,  whomhe  afterwards  tried  ;  and  did  any 
body  think  of  objecting  to  that  on  constitutional  grounds. 
When  the  judges  sat  in  banco  on  the  decision  of  one  judge 
at  nisi  prius^  that  one  judge  sat  among  them.     The  chan« 
cellor  in  the  House  of  Lords  presided  on  appeals  from  his 
own  decisions.     The  principle  of  the  motion  would  go  the 
length  of  establishing  that  no  peer  could  be  a  privy  coun- 
cillor, no  privy  councillor  a  peer,  because  they  might  give 
advice  on  what  they  may  afterwards  be  called  to  judge. 
On  the  examination  of  the  rebel  lords  in  1745,  all  the  pa- 
pers were  laid  before  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  lords  of 
the  c^inet,  and  these  lords  sat  with  the  other  lords  as 
judg««^  without  any  objection  being  made.     In  1794,  chief 
justice  £yrc  was  specially  summoned  to  attend  the  council 
which  advised  the  state  trials  of  that  period,  and  that  judge 
was  the  first  named  in  the  commission  for  these  trials.  His 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Canning)  did  not  then  fear  those 
bloody  consequences  from  such  proceedings,  of  which  he 
was  now  so  apprehensive.     The  chief  justice  was  by  law 
one  of  the  King's  vicegerents  in  his  absence ;  and  in  al- 
most every  commission  of  regency  mentioned  in  our  his- 
tory the  chief  justice  was  included.     In  the  regency  act 
of  Henry  VIII.  the  chief  justice  and  another  judge  were 
appointed.     In  the  regency  ^ct  of  Queen  Anne  the  chief 
justice  brought  the  bill  down  to  that  House,  and  every 
clause  but  that  ap})oinling  him  was  violently  opposed.  He 
had  in  the  course  of  this  day  seen  the  original  writ  of  sum- 
mons issued  to  Lord  Mansfield.     He  could  take  upon  him 
to  say  that  noble  and  learned  lord  attended  every  council 
from  17(i0  to  1763,  when  he  left  it  for  a  time,  but  return- 
ed to  it  in  1705.     In  1757,  and  the  subsequent  years,  he 
had  also  attended,  it,  though  it  was  so  great  a  secret,  that 
the  messenger  who  summoned  him  went,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  argued,  totally  unseen.    In  1763,  he  left  off 
L  1  !i^  attending 
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attending  the  council^  not  from  any  sense  of  its  incompa- 
tibility with  his  judicial  situation,  but,  according  to  a  Ie^« 
ter  of  his  own,  which  was  in  existence,  because  he  would 
not  sit  with  the  Duke  of  Bedfoid,  whose  measures  he  dis- 
approved of.  In  1765  he  returned  again,  and  was  named 
as  one  of  the  council  of  regency  in  the  bill  framed  by  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  who  would  not  have  included  him  if  the 
association  was  unconstitutional.  In  the  riots  of  1780, 
Lord  Mansfield  was  present  at  the  proceedings  in  the  coun- 
cil, and  afterwards  sat  as  judge  upon  the  rioters;  From 
all  these  fiicts^  he  could  see  no  parliamentary  ground  fot 
the  motion  now  before  the  House.  The  purity  of  the  judge 
.  could  not  be  sullied  by  giving  his  advice  in  political  mat- 
ters. Frotn  the  earliest  periods  of  our  history,  the  chief 
justice  had  been  one  of  tue  King's  vicegerents,  one  of  thcj 
members  of  the  councils  of  regency,  and  always  summoned 
to  give  his  advice  on  cases  of  ^reat  public  delinquency. 
Thus  the  great  principle  of  constitutioiml  law  was  in  fitvour 
of  the  appointment. 

Mr.  Canning  admitted,  that  up  to  1769  {iprd  Mansfield 
sat  regularly  in  the  cabinet,  but  never  after  1765  ;  there* 
£>re  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was,  in  this  respect,  a  con« 
demnation  of  the  first, 

Mr.  Fox^  B&ev  adverting  shortly  to  the  manner  in  which 
tfieadmission  of  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Bond),  respect* 
ing  the  plausibility  of  some  objections  prevaiKng  abroad 
iipon  this  subject,  had  been  treated  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  on  the  other  side  (Mr»  Canning)  spoke  to 
the  following  effect: — Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  question  under  consideration,  I  beg  leave  to 
aay  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  advice  which  the  honourable 
mover  has  thought  proper  to  offer  me — an  advice  which| 
by  the  bye,  was  the  strangest  prehidc  that  could  be  ima^ 
gined  to  the  observations  which  afterwards  followed.  First 
the  honourable  gentleman  tells  me  I  must  not  adhere  to  my 
former  principles,  if  I  hope  for  the  support  of  parliament 
and  the  country,  and  yet  the  instant  after  (whimsical 
enough  to  be  sure)  he  recommends  me  to  act  consistently 
with  myself  by  supporting  the  proposition  he  has  thought 
proper  to  bring  forward.  Thus  he  would  have  me  aban- 
don all  my  former  sentiments,  and  still,  in  a  particular 
case  that  suits  his  opinion,  persevere  in  maintaining  them. 
He  would  have  me  too  not  to  recollect  the  principles  I  ex- 
pressed upon  the  subject  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  No,  the 
3  hon. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MARCH  3.]  rORD  BLXEKBOROITGH.  861 

iion.  genfleman  would  fain  hav^  me  bound  not  by  any 
opinion  which  I  ever  did  express,  but  by  one  which  I  did 
not,  'Now,  with  r^rd  to  the  subject  before  the  House,  I 
must  say,  that  the  introduction  of  it  is  matter  of  surprise. 
It  is  the  first  instance  that  I  hare  ever  heard  of  such  a 
thih^as  the  cabinet  council  becoming  the  subject  of  de« 
bate  in  this  House.  I  never  knew  of  the  exercise  of  the 
King's  prerogative  in  the  appointment  of  his  mini^rs  to 
be  brought  into  question  upon  such  grounds  as  have  been 
stated  this  night.  No  doubt,  if  any  one  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  privy  council,  or  to  any  select  conunittee 
of  that  council,  against  whom  personal  objections  lay,  it 
would  be  a  fair  ground  for  an  aodress  to  his  Majesty  to  ad- 
vise the  removal  of  such  a  person.  But  where  no  personal 
objections  are,  or  can  be  stated,  one  must  hear  it  recom- 
mended with  astonislimcnt,  that  a  class  of  officers  who  are 
admitted  to  be  perfectly  eligible  to  the  privy  council^ 
should  notbe  allowed  to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  privy 
councillor;  should  in  fact  be  excluded  from  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  which,  on  his  admission  to  the  privy 
council,  he  is  sworn  to  perform*  So  much  as  to  the  reason 
of  the  question.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  there  is  nothing  in 
our  constitution  that  recognizes  anv  su«h  institution  as  a 
caUnet  council ;  and  the  House  will  recollect  that  this  is 
ipi  opinion  which  I  expressed  long  since,  upon  an  occasion 
to  wnich  every  man  must  look  b^k  with  regret  (his  Ma- 
jesty'slastillness).  The  opinion  which  I  then  declared,  I  have 
always  held,  andstill  hold,  thatacabinetcouncilis unknown 
to  our  law,  and  has  in  no  instance  whatever  been  recog- 
nized by  parliament  or  this  House.  That  part  of  the  privy 
council  which  his  Majesty  thinks  proper  habitually  to 
insult  has,  indeed,  of  late  years,  been  deaominated  ihe 
cabinet  council ;  hot,  certainly,  at  the  time  alluded  to  bv 
my  noble  friend  (Lord  Temple),  when  the  incident  took 
place  with  regard  to  the  Dukes  of  Somerset  and  Argyle. 
but  names  are  of  small  account  upon  this  (}uestion.  Call 
this  council  what  you  will ;  either  the  ministers  of  state  or 
the  executive  committee,  still  the  law  can  know  nothing  of 
its  members  but  as  privy  councillors.  But  a  few  words 
as  to  the  general  pnnciple.  If  the  poirit  were  mooted, 
whether  the  appointment  of  a  cabinet  council  at  all  be 
or  be  not  an  abuse  of  the  royal  prerogative,  I  confess 
there  would  be  much  to  say  on  both  sides,  and  I  should 
have  great  dod>ts  which  course  to  take.    However,  it  ig 
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undeniably  a  body  ^rkich  parliament  ha«  always  declined^ 
to  recoirnise  ;  and  their  avoiding  any  such  recognition  lias 
aiFordcd  some  advantage  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
of  which  they  have  very  diligently  availed  themselves. 
As  the  existence  of  a  cabinet  council  has  never  been  legally 
acknowledged,  there  is,  of  coiirse,  no  legal  record  of  the 
members  comprising  an^  cabinet;  and  we  have  it  not  in 
our  power  to  state  any  thing  of  authority  upon  a  subject, 
but  what  may  have  come  within  our  own  ooservation,  or 
may  have  been  communicated  to  us  by  o^ir  fathers.  There- 
fore, when  the  honourable  gentlemen  ask  us  to  produce 
precedents,  applying  to  the  case  before  the  House,  we 
must  answer  that  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  produce 
many,  and  they  appear  to  doubt  even  tlie  few  we  can  oiTer. 
Some  profess  to  think  that  the  case  of  Lord  Hard wicke'& 
being  in  the  cabinet  while  chief  justice  of  tlie  King's  Bench 
is  doubtftiL  Certainly  there  is  no*  official  authority  to  re- 
move such  doubts.  It  is  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Calming)  that  Lord  Mansfield  was  not  known, 
at  a  certain  time,  to  have  been  in  the  cabinet,  until  it  was 
confessed  by  that  noble  lord  himself.  Although  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  wTong  in  this  particular  instance,  still 
his  confession  serves  to  sustain  the  proposition  I  have  in 
yiew,  as  to  the  difficulty  of  adducing  many  precedents 
upon  this  sulyect.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  has  frequently 
spoken  of  the  cabinet  as  a  resiwnsible  body ;  I  wish  that 
right  hon.  gentleman,  or  any  gentleman  who  supports  his 
opinion,  to  point  out  from  what  part  of  our  statutes,  or  of 
the  recorded  proceedings  of  this  House,  lie  has  learned  that 
the  cabinet,  or  any  individual  beldnging  to  it,  has  been  as 
such  held  to  be  legally  responsible.  From  newspapers  and 
conversations  abroad,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has 
professed  to  obtain  much  informafton  on  this  top4c.  But 
upon  such  an  occasion,  would  it  not  be  somewhat  more 
correct  to  consult  tlie  >Statutes  and  the  Journals  of  this 
House,  than. such  sources  of  knowledge  as  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  quoted.  When  the  riglit  honour- 
able gcnlleman  spt^aksot  the  responsibility  of  the  cabinet, 
I  would  recominend  him  to  consider,  whether  it  would  be 
expedient  to  insist  upon  the  attachment  of  responsibility 
to  the  whole  of  such  a  body  for  every  ministerial  act ;  and 
whether  buch  a  measure  might  not  be  apt  to  endanger,  if 
not  in  must  instances  to  deiWit.  the  object  of  responsibility  ? 
Fur  any  acl  done  in  my  office,  Tarn  directly  responsible  to 
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parliament  and  the  country ;  and^  perhaps,  it  is  much 
better  for  any  purpose  of  practical  rcspoiisibihty,  that  it 
should  fall  on  one  man  than  on  a  body  ;  for  this  obviona 
reason,  that*  the  difficulty  of  producing  convictioorand  pu«* 
nishment  is  less  in.thcone  cai^e  than  in  the  other.     I  donot 
mean  to  say,  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  brin^  forward  the 
charges  of  guilt  against  all  the  advisers  as  well  as  the  agents 
if  it  were  practicable  to  prove  tht;  charge.    The  immediate 
actor  can  always  be  got  at  in  a  way  (hat  is  very  plain^ 
direct,  and  easv,  compared  to  that  by  which  you  may  be 
able  to  reach  nis  advisers.     There,  are  to  be   seen  many 
cases  in  which  parliament  have  tried  to  get  at.tlie  advisera 
too.     But  how  have  they  tried  to  do  so  ?     Look  at  the 
jnode,  and  that  mode  alone  ^vill  sustain  my  argument,  that 
the  cabinet  councillors  are  not   legally  known.     For  in 
the  addresses  presented  upon  such  occasions  as  I  have  re- 
ferred to,  it  will  be  found  that  parliament,  apply  to  know 
by  whom  any  measure  to  which  the  address  alludes,  may 
have  been  advised.      Surely,  then,  such  an  application 
serves  to  shew,  that  the  cabinei  has  never  been  deemed  a 
responsible  body ;  for  if  it  were,    such  an  a^^plication 
voold  be  quite  superfluous.    But^  do  not  confine  your  re- 
acarch  to  thos^aduresses — look  at  the  Journals  throughout. 
Examine  the  several  articles  of  impeachment  .on  record, 
and  you  can  discover  no  instance  of  any  man,  or  body  of 
'  men,  being  impeached  as  cabinet  councillors.     Take  the 
end  of  Queen  Anne's  reign :  see  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment  exhibited    against   the    £arl    of   Dxford   tor*  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht.     Lord  Bolingbroke 
and  Mr.  Prior,  who  were  the  persons  principally  con- 
cerned in  that  transaction,  Ixung  then  out  of  tha  country, 
and  beyond  the  reach  of  parliament,  it  was  eagerly  endea- 
voured to  implicate  Lord  Oxford.     In  prosecution  of  this 
object,  a  variety  of  shifts  and  exijc<lients  were  resorted  to, 
"which  would  have  been  totally  imnece^ssary,  had  the  cabi- 
net council  been  considered  a  responsible  body.     No :  in 
that  case  it  would  be  ail  easy  and  smooth.     But  in  that 
case  it  appears,   that  not  one  word  was  mentioned  which 
could  countenance  the  idea  of  any  recognition  of  a  respon- 
sible cabinet  council.     As  yet,  amon«^  (he  leaders  of  those 
ivlio  promoted  the  impeachraejit  of  Lord  Oxford,  were 
many  very  able  men,  among  otliers  Sir  ii.  Walpde.     I  (b 
'  not  mention  this  statesman  for  the  purpose  of  expressing 
iny  concurrence  in  the  general'  cen*ure  which  luis  so  long 
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attached  to  his  character.  On  the  contmiy,  I  think  that 
he  experienced  much  undeserved  obloqtiy ,  as  well  in  the ' 
course  of  his*  life  as  since  his  death,  But  I  cotifess,  that 
if  I  were  to  panegyriase  that  distinguished  man,  I  ^ould 
not  rest  my  panegyric  upon  the  ground  of  his  scrupulous 
T^ard  to  the  means  by  which  he  could  reach  his  object^ 
p^icularly  when  stimulated  by  lesentment.  Another  dis» 
tinguished  person  seccmded  Sir  Robert  Walpok  in  this 
prosecution,  and  he  certainly,  however  estimaLDle  in  other 
jespects,  was  by  no  means  remarkable  for  moderation^ 
And  yet  these  active,  able  men,  never,  in  their  seal  to 
achieve  their  purpose,  even  hinted  at  that,  the  cstablidt- 
ment  of  whicn.  would  have  so  much  facilitated  their  suc- 
cess, viz.  the  existence  of  a  responsible  cabinet  coipiciL 
From  this,  and  from  every  other  circumstance  that  applies 
I  infisr  that  such  a  council  was  never  legdiy  conceived  to 
exist.  Therefore,  for  the  first  time,  the  honourable  mover 
proposes  to  the  House  to  recognize  the  existence  of  such  a 
body^  and  if  you  do  adopt  his  proposition,  I  would  ask, 
do  jrou  mean  to  stop  there  ? 

Mr.  R.  Stanhope  mentioned  across  the  table,  that  Uie 
isrm%  of  his  motion  were,  ^^  what  is  commonly  called  the 
^binet  council." 

>  Mr.  Fox  resumed.— Even  so  you  will,  if  you  adopt  the 
motion,  introduce  a  complete  novelty ;  and  1  ask  again,  ch> 
you  mean  to  stop  there?  If  you  even  do,  I  can  assure 
yen,  that  as  far  as  my  influence  can  go  I  will  not  allow 
you.  For,  if  in  any  shape  you  acknowledge  the  existence 
of  a  cabinet  council,  we  must  go  on  to  make  such  a  body 
not  alone  formally  but  really  known  to  the  House  and  to 
the  laws.  The  gentlemen  who  support  the  motion  may 
state,  that  it  is  not  their  object  to  go  so  far ;  but  the  con- 
sequence I  have  stated  must  naturally  follow  the  adoption 
of  their  motion.  One  word  more  before  I  quit  this  part  of 
the  subject.  Some  gentlemen  may  confound  the  functions 
of  what  is  called  the  cabinet  council,  and  therefore  it  may 
be  necessary  to  state  a  distinction,  of  which  the  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh)  must  be  aware.  Councils  frequently 
meet,  which  are  assembled  solely  for  the  purpose  of  ni^ 
fording  to  the  members  an  opportunity  of  consulting 
with  each  other,  and  stating  their  ideas  reciprocally  on 
points  connected  with  their  several  departments,  but  with 
no  intention  of  communicating  the  result  to  his  Majesty. 
Indeed,  upon  many  such  points  it  would  not  only  be  un^ 
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necessary,  but  improper  to  communicate  with  his  Majesty. 
The  lioblc  Lord  (Castlereagh)  knows  to  what  I  allude.  Oa 
bther  occasioas  the  cabinet  council  meet  to  advise  his 
Majesty  in  person.  In  the  former  case  of  meeting,  it  will 
hot  surely  be  pretended  that  any  responsibility  caa 
attach  to  the  proceedings  of  this  council,  or  that  any  indi- 
vidual minister  can  incur  censure  for  consulting  them,  the 
aid  of  whose  counsels  may  be  useful  and  necessary.  And 
to  whom  should  responsibility  attach  in  the  latter  descrip-* 
<ion  of  meetings  ?  To  the  agent,  to  be  sure,  who  executed 
the  plans  resolved  on.  This  I  maintain  lo  be  well-founded. 
For  if  this  committee  of  the  privy  council  should  orilet 
any  prmect  which  did  not  meet  my  approbation  and  against 
which  I  should  consequently  protest,  still,  if  the  plan  were 
exceptionable,  my  protest  would  not  avail  to  acquit  ftie  of 
the  responsibility  that  would  arise  from  the  execution  of  it. 
This  I  take  to  be  the  general  rule  with  regard  to  ministerial 
reisponsibilitv ;  and  every  thing  that  has  occurred  different 
from  this  rule  I  consider  in  the  light  of  an  exception. 

In  all  the  observations  on  the  other  side  with  regard 
lo  this  subject,  gentlemen  appear  altogether  to  overlook 
the  privy  council.  They  seem  indeed  to  forget  the  exist* 
enceof  that  body — ior,  in  talking  of  objects  of  ambition^ 
Ihey  confine  themselves  to  the  cabinet  council.  But  pray 
Is  not  a  seat  in  the  privy  council  an  object  of  ambition  also  ? 
tod  is  not  the  circumstance  of  being  struck  off  from  that 
body,  a  cause  of  disgrntce?.  There  may,  to  be  sure,  have 
been  instances  where  such  striking  off  procluced  no  disgrace 
or  mortification  to  the  party  concerned,  but  was  felt  mther 
as  a  source  of  pride.  But  yet,  to  say  genetally,  that  a  seat 
in  the  privy  council  is  not  an  object  of  ambition,  and  a 
temoval  from  it  the  cause  of  mortification  and  disgrace, 
would  be  wholly  absurd.  Perhaps  the  desire  of  obtaining 
the  seat  is  balanced  br  the  fear  of  losing  it,  and  this 
fear  affords  a  guarantee  fof  a  privy  councillor's  perform- 
ance of  his  duty.  These  councillors  are  known  to  the  law^ 
and  it  b  known  that  if  any  one  of  them  should  hdvise  his 
Majesty,  he  is  responsible  for  such  ad\^icc,  whether  he  be-  - 
lon^s  to  what  is  called  the  cabinet  council  or  not.  Having 
saia  so  much  on  the  subject  of  responsibility,  I  shall  now 
fro '  into  the  other  points  coanected  with  "^this  question. 
With  regard  to  theoretical  principles,  the  name  of  ^lon^  > 
lesquieu  has  been  adduced.  For  this  writer,  as  a  general 
political  philosopher,  I  entertain  the  highest  rspcct ;  but 
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the  application  of  his  opinions  to,  or  his  clear  comprehen- 
sion of,  the  constitution  of  England,  Tarn  not  disposed  to 
admit.     What  Montesquieu  chiefly  insists  upon, 'that  has 
any  relation  to  the  point  at  issue,  is  this,  that  the  legisla- 
tive should  be  totally  separate  from  the  judicial  func- 
tions.    But  will  any  man  attempt  to  apply  this  rule  to 
the  constitution  of  England  ?     W  ill  you  separate  the  exe- 
cutive government  altogether  from  the  legislative  ?  I  hardiy 
think  that  any  proposition  of  that  sort  is  ever  likely  to  be 
submitted  to  this  House ;  and  sure  I  am  that  none  such 
yould  or  ought  to  be  adopted.     But  Montesquieu  says, 
that  the  judicial  ought  to  be  separate  from  the  legislative 
function.     Do  gentlemen  mean  to  press  the  application 
of  that  doctrine  to  this  country  ?    No,  they  cannot,  for 
the  case  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  immediately  presents  it- 
self.    Over  this  case,  however,  it  has  been  attempted  to 
pass,  by  tlie  aid  of  a  fine  distinction.     In  order  to  fdvour 
the  doctri^re  of  Montesquieu,  and  apply  it  to  this  qpes- 
tion,  it  is -maintained,  that  there  is  a 'material  difference 
between  a  civil  and  a  criminal  judge.     The  gentlemen  who 
support  the  motion,  not  content  with  the  theory  of  Mon- 
tesquieu, which  is  not  at  all  applicable  to  the  constitution 
V)f  this  country,  have  had   recourse  to  the  authority  of 
'  Blackstone  ;  but  being  unable  to  find  any  theory  exactly  to 
answer  the  maintenance  of  their  arguments,  they  have,  I 
observe,  endeavoured  to  pare  down  di^erent  theories,  in 
order  to  suit  their  purpose :   still,    however,  they  have 
failed.   'But  with  regard  to  Blackstone,  I  beg,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  demur  to  his  authority  as  a  great  constitutional 
writer.     That  the  municipal  law  was  laid  down  by  him 
with  uncommon  perspicuity,  and  that  he  dilated  upon  it 
with  great  eloquence,  I  am  ready  to  admit.     His  purity 
of  stylcl  particularly  admire.    He  was  distinguished  as 
mucn  for  simplicity  and  strength  as  any  writer  in  the  Eng- 
lish language.     He  was  perfectly  free  from  all  Gallicisms 
and  ridiculous  affectations,  for  which  so  many  of  our  mo- 
dern authors  and  orators  are  so  remarkable.    Upon  this 
ground,  therefore,  I  esteem  Judge  Blackstone ;  but  as  a 
*  constitutional  writer,  he  is  by  no  means  an  object  of  my 
.  esteem  ;  and  for  this,  among  other  reasons,  that  he  asserts 
the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Sed>nd  j  I  mean 
those  which  followed  the  enactment  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act,  to  have  been  the  most  constitutional  period  to  be 
found  in  our  hislory,  not  excepting  any  period  that  (oU 
^2,  lowed. 
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lowed.  Now,  it  would  be  inconsistent  witji  all  the  princi- 
ples which  I  have  ever  held,  to  regard  such  a  writer  as  a* 
constitutional  autliority,  much  les$  to  look  up  to  him-  as 
an  oracle.  However,  the  words  quoted  from  this  author 
by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  arc,  I  am  prepared  to 
say,  quite  misunderstood — when  Blackstone  says,  that  *^  a- 
judge  siiould  not  be  a  minister  of  state,"  he  means  the- 
word  minister  in  the  English  sense,  and  not  in  the  German, 
Italian,  and  French  sense.  He  means  of  course,  that  a 
judge  shall  not  administer  the  affairs  of  government.  But 
that  is  quite  a  differejit  thing  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  have  it  understood 
or  applied.  The  meaning  of  Blackstone,  however,  will 
appear  to  be  palpably  different  from  the  construction  of 
the  honourable  gentleman,  when  we  look  at  the  conduct 
pursued  during  those  very  latter  years  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  II,  which  formed  the  subject  of  his  panegyric « 
It  will  be  recollected,  (liiit  in  the  course  of  thiit  period  Sir  ^ 
William  Temple  introducx^l  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  ' 
a  committee  of  privy  cotmcillors,  to  consist  of  about  thirty 
persons.  This  bill  was  shown  to,  and  approved  of  by 
Lords  Essex,  Hollis,  Cavendish,  Russell,  and  all  the  best 
men  of  tJie  day  ;  and  yet  by  this  bill  it  was  provided,  that 
the  chief  justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  should  be  a  member 
of  the  proposed  committee  of  council.  There  is  a  case  illus- 
trative of  the  meaning  of  Blackstone,  that  recognizes  f 
principle  direcdy  opposite  to  that  which  the  ffentlemcn  on 
the  otner  side  are  anxious  to  establish,  and  brought  for* 
ward  by  Sir  WiUium  Temple,  Avho  was  scandalized  at  the 
misconduct  of  the  government  which  Blackstone  panegy-' 
rised.  But  it  is  clear  that  Blackstone's  meaning  applied  not 
to  any  thing  like  that  whicli  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  would  infer.  A  jud<je  belonging  io  the  privy  council, 
according  to  the  sense  which  these  gentlemen  attach  to  the 
words  of  Blackstone,  would  incur  blame ;  and  yet  they 
disavow  any  intention  of  blaming  a  judge  upon  that 
^ound.  So  far  as  to  the  principle  of  the  appointment 
complained  of.  I  shall  now  advert  to  the  practice.  I  am 
told  that  there  is  only  one  instance  stated  on  my  side ; 
namely,  that  of  Lord  Hardwicke;  and  the  gentleitien  are 
so  good  as  to  give' me  the  case  of  Lord  Eldon  in  addition. 
But  it  was  stated  that  these  noble  lords  held  for  a  very 
short  time  only  the  offices  of  lord  chief  justice  and 
members  of  the  committee  of  council.  But  the  short- 
ly m  S  nes9 
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ness  of  the  tune  was  of  little  account.  If  the  noble 
lords  thought  the  retention  of  such  offces  ^vas  ron-i 
,  trary  to  constitutional  principlef^,  they  would  not  surely 
sanction  by  their  own  acts  the  violation  of  such  a  |  rinciple. 
There  was,  however,  another  case,  that  of  Lord  Mans-r 
field ;  that  noble  lord  connected  in  his  own  person,  from 
1757  to  J 763,  the  two  situations,  the  junction  of  which  is 
now  so  much  complained  of.  1  do  not  mean  to  discuss  the 
character  of  i.ord  Mansfield,  who,  like  many  great  men, 
had  very  good  and  very  bad  qualities,  but  certainly  the 
odium  attached  to  it  did  not  proceed  from  his  merely 
oombixiing  a  seat  in  the  cabinet  with  the  chief-justiceship 
of  the  King's  Bench.  This  combination,  however,  is  said 
to  have  been  much  condemned  by  Lord  Skelburiie,  and  to 

Erove  this,  a  speech  of  that  noble  lord  has  been  quoted.  I 
ave  looked  at  the  quotation,  and  the  words  are,  as  re-, 
ported,  absolute  nonsense,  and  therefore,  I  am  persuaded^ 
never  were  uttered  by  Lord  Shelburne.  They  iriiport  that 
no  political  man  should  have  any  thing  to  do  with  advising 
that  which  it  belongs  to  his  departpicnt  to  execute.  Why, 
if  this  were  a  fair  ground  of  cen&ure,  it  would  apply,  lo 
myself  and  my  colleagues  beside  me,  who  are  every  day 
ao vising  what  we  are  ourselves  to  execute.  But  to  ascribe 
such  an  observation  to  Lord  Shelburne,  is  quite  ridiculous. 
It  must  have  been  a  misprint,  or  some  mihconception,  to 
which  Lord  Shelburne,  wlio,  like  myself,  e^poke  very  quick^ 
•was  extremely  liable. 

But  to  return  to  Lord  Mansfield,  it  really  surprised  me 
to  hear  it  remarked  upon,  as  a  new  and  surprising  article 
af  intelligence,  that  tliat  noble  lord  was  so  many  years  in 
the  cabinet,  and  that  some  ffcntlcmen  heard  it  that  night  for 
the  first  time.  What,  that  Lord  Mansfield  could  have  beea 
so  many  ^ears  in  the  cabinet  with  such  dfilerent  administra- 
tions, with  Lord  Chatham,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  and 
Mr.  Grenvilie,  and  all  the  time  have  kept  snug  in  the  cor- 
ner and  be  unliiiown  \  preposterous  supposition  !  these  dis- 
.  tinguisbcd  meii  not  only  knew  that  Lord  Mansfield  was  in 
the  cabinet,  but  they  approved  it.  If  they  did  not,  it  was 
not  to  be  imagined  that  they  would  have  allowed  it.  The 
gentlemen  on  the  otiier  side  will  hardly  think  that,  if  I  con- 
ceived the  thing  of  which  they  complain  to  be  a  violation 
of  cpnstitutioRal  prinoiple,  I  would  be  a  party  to  it.  Let 
them  then  give  the  same  fair  play  to  Lord  Chatham,  the 
puke  of  Newcastle,  and  Mr.  Grenvilie.    With  them  also 
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]  recollect  that  other  dislingutehcd  persom  were  coimecto^ 
in  the  same  cabinet ;  among  others  my  father,  tmd  Ihe  faf 
thor  of  tlie  hon.  gentleman  on  the  other  side  (Mr.  Ryder)  ; 
but  they  had  not  the  same  lights  which  the  hon.  mover 
vould  throw  out  to  the  present  ministers.  Had  the  hon. 
ffcntleman  been  twenty  years  older  he  would,  no  doubt^ 
have  gone  (o  Lord  Chatham^  &c..and  told  them — *^  You 
ore  a  parcel  of  old  tools  not  to  know,  that  in  admitting 
Lord  Mans/ield  to  the  cabinet  you  are  violatu^g  a  constiCus- 
lional  principle,  and  endangering  (he  administration  of 
justice,  &c.  (a  laugh).  Whether  these  persons  would 
have  attended  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  councils,  or  not,  I 
rather  think  tliat  he  is  not  unliappy  he  was  unable  to  ofler 
thora,  for  I  presume  he  has  as  little  wish  to  be  twenty  years 
older  as  my&cif.  As  io  the  injury  likely  to  result  to  tl^e 
constitution,  from  the  ii'troduclion  of  a  chief  justice  into 
the  cabinet,  I  think  the  bill  of  the  present  reign,  which 
establishes  the  independence  of  the  judges,  and  which 
bears  on  the  fnceof  it  the  mark  of  having  been  the  sugges- 
tion of  Lord  Mniusfivldj  iv  a  suilicient  anr./er  to  that  appre- 
hension.— But  I  now  come  10  the  specific  olj'  c<ions  made 
to  a  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  feing's  Bench  sitting  iu 
the  cabinet.  Now,  the  first  relnies  to  libels ;  but  iu  reply 
to  this,  I  shpU  only  say,  that  I  n  ver  heard  of  such  a  thiuff 
as  the  propriety  of  prosecuting  for  a  libel  being  at  all  agi- 
iated  in  a  cabinet  council ;  1  never  wit  hv^.si^ed  any  thijig  of  the 
Jiind ;  and  I  do  not  find  from  any  of  those  who  wcrc^  in  the 
cabinet  during  th%  period  when  many  prosecutions  tbok 
place,  that  the  subject  of  such  prosecutions  were  ever  dis- 
cussed there.  Sure  I  nm  that  no  such  discussion  ought  to 
take  place  there.  The  consideration  of  questions  of  that 
nature  properly  belonged  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  for 
th«  home  department,  with  whom  it  rested  to  give  orders  tp 
the  attorney-general  to  prosecuj^.  But  the  case  of  treason 
has  been  alluded  to.  Upon  questions  of  this  kind,  how^ 
ever.  Lord  Ellenborough  is  as  liable  to  be  sumiponed  to  at- 
tend ^the  cabinet  as  a  privy  councillor  as  he  is  in  his  pre- 
sent situation.  But  I  contend,  that  he  is  as  unlikely  to  ' 
t>e  seriously  prepossessed  by  such  previous  examination  a^ 
the  magistrates  are  who  commit  prisoners ;  or  as  the  judgep 
of  the  King's  Bench  are,  when  tney  grant  an  informatioa 
ppon  the  affidavit  of  one  of  the  parties,  without  sending 
the  cliargc  to  the  grand  juries.  I  have,  however,  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  that  when  a  subject  of  high  treason  comep 
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6n  for  discussion  in  the  cabinet,  which  may  be  afterwards 
brought  to  trial  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  the  absence 
of  ihe  noble  lord  who  is  the  subjexit  of  this  debate  from  any 
such  discussion  would  be  most  becoming.  I  should  cer* 
tainly  feel  it  right  to- absent  myself  upon  such  an  occasion, 
if  iii  the  circumstances  of  the  noble  lord.  But  how  many 
arc  (he  subjects  connected  with  war  and  peace,  with  our 
commerce  and  finances,  upon  which  a  lord  chief  justice 
.may  be  consullod  without  exciting  the  slightest  jealousy  or 
objection !  On  these  points,  however,  it  iss^iid,  you  must 
not  consult,  because  if  you  do  you  make  him  a  politician  ; 
and  pray  do  gentiemea  forget,  that  by  the  very  oath  of  a 
privy  councillor,  the  chief  justice  binds  himself  to  give 
such  advice  ?  If,  however,  you  interdict  him  as  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  motion  propos<»,  what  do  you  mean  to  do 
with  him  ?  We  have  heard  of  the  dinner  placed  before 
SanchoPanza;  if  he  wished  for  fish,  that  was  objected  to  ; 
and  if  he  wif^hed  for  meat,  an  objection  was  started  also  : 
so  between  tiie  objections  poor  Sancho  had  no  dinner  at  all. 
Just  in  a  similar  itianner  do  the  friends  of  the  mover  propose 
to  drill  with  Lord  Ellenborough.  The  noble  lord  is  made 
a  privy  councillor,  but  yet  he  is  not  to  be  consulted  upoa 
pohils  of  law,  lest  his  mind  as  a  judge  should  be  prepos- 
sessed ;  nor  is  he  to  be  consulted  on  points  of  state,  lest  he 
should  he  made  a  politician.  Thus  it  was  proposed  to  de- 
stroy his  functions  as  a  privy  councillor  altogether. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  returned  to  the  subject 
of  the  alleged  incompatibility  of  the  judicial  and  legislative 
functions,  and  asserted  that  such  incompatibility  was  never 
known  to  have  been  rigidly  and  altogether  insisted  on,  but 
in  two  instances :  the  first  of  which, that  which  took  place 
tinder  the  second  government,  after  the  commencement  of 
ihe  revolution  in  rrance  ;  and  the  second  instance  was  with 
regard  to  Turkey,  and  upon  this  he  had  read  no  law  but  in 
the  Arabian  Nights,  ana  other  such  works  (a  laugh);  ac- 
cording to  which  it  appeared,  that  the  bashaw  and  the  cadi 
roust  always  be  separate.  Adverting  to  the  statutes  which 
applied  to  this  question,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  quoted 
the  arts  of  resrency  adopted  on  the  proposition  of  Lord 
Chief  .lusticellolt,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  that 
^Iso  in  the  early  part  of  his  i)resent  Majesty's  reign.  By 
both  these  acts,  be  stated  that  a  council  to  assist  the  regent 
was  appointed,  and  it  was  expressly  provided  that  the 
lord  chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  should  be  one  of  the 
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couociL  Now  it  must  be  evident  tbat  iu  such  situatipn  the 
chief  justice  would  have  to  perform  the  same  functions  a» 
Ldrd  Elieaborough  Avould  be  now  called  on  to  execute.  It 
rppeared,  in  fact,  that  the  present  cabinet  was  fornieci 
toiercly  on  the  model  laid  down  for  the  councils  of  regency 
iientioncd  in  those  Celebrated  acts.  The  last  act,  lie  ob- 
iLrved,  was  sup|X)rted  by  the  vote  of  Blackstone,  who  on 
^lis  night  was  quoted  as  adverse  to  its  principle.  After  re- 
japitulating  and  enforcing  his  several  arguments,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  insisted  that  the  proposition  before  the 
House  was  supported  neither  by  precedent,  law,  argument^ 
cr  expediency  ;  he  took  notice  of  the  observation  of  the 
statement  of  the  mover,  that  the  motion  was  not  brought' 
forward  as  an  opposition  question.  He  assured  the  hon. 
tno\&[  and  his  supporters  that  he  was  not  at  all.williiig  to 
court  or  provoke  opposition  to  hijs  measures.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  should  be  glad  of  the  support  of  any  set  of  gen- 
tlemen; but,  if  he  were  to  hav.e  an  opposition,  he  parti- 
cularly wished  that  they  might  always  chuse  sudi  questions 
as  that  before  the  House  (a  laugh.) 

Lord  Castlereagh  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : — Sir,  Not- 
withstanding the  triumphant  tone  in  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  conclude  his  s])eech,  and  the  ability  which 
has  pervaded  every  part  of  it,  the  objections  which  I  have 
from  the  first  felt  to  the  measure,  the  propriety  ^f  which  is 
now  brought  under  the  consideration  of  tne  House,  remaia 
undiminished.  Upon  a  question  of  such  constitutional 
importance,  it  is  satbfactory  to  observe  the  temper  and 
moderation  with  which  the  argument  has  been  conducted. 
No  subject  could  have  a  stronger  claim  to  be  discussed  upon 
its  own  merits,  unmixed  with  party  feelings;  and  it  is  only 
to  be  lamtmtcd,  that  the  reluctajice  felt  by  many  of  those 
who  most  condemn  the  introduction  of  Lord  Ellenborough 
to  the  cabinet,  to  assume,  even  on  a  single  point,  the  ap- 
pearance of  opposition  to  the  new  administration  before  it 
nas  received  a  fair  trial,  is  likely  to  prevent  the  sense  of 
parliament  from  being  taken  as  fully  and  fairly  upon  this 
measure  as  the  importance  of  it  seems  to  require. 

In  stitingmy  sentiments  upon  the  question,  I  should 
wish  to  examine  how  far  the  practice  of  introducijig  a 
common  law  judge,  and  more  especially  a  chief  justice^ 
into  the  cabinet,  can  be  justified  upon  the  ground  of  direct 
precedent,  or  even  of  analogy  drawn  from  their  habitusjl 
introduction  into  other  branches  of  the  constitution. 
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And  firsts  as  to  those  parliamentary  precedents^  wlticli 
may  be  consideired^is  of  higher  authority  than  the  practice 
of  any  individual  however  eminei&t  or  respectabtei  This'paft 
df  the  arffument  rests  upon  the  three  regency  ads  of  1705,'^ 
1751,  and  1765,  in  all  of  which  the  ilarae  at  the  chief 
justice  of  the  King's  Bench  is  introduced  into  the  couuci/. 
of  regency.  '    ' 

It  must  be  admitted  that  these  acts  give  some  degret*  of 
countenance  to  the  introduction  of  the  chief  justice  intd  a* 
situation  of  political  trust,  connected  with  the  administra^ 
tion  of  the  executive  government.  But  when  the  right 
hon.  gehtleman  assumes  the  regency  council,  which  wai 
B  fixed  body,  not  removable  by  the  regent^  and  compose(| 
of  other  persons  besides  the  executive  officers  of  the  crown^ 
(the  princes  of  the  blood  royal  for  instance,  and  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury)  to  be  similar  to  the  cabinet  either  ia 
Its  constitution  or  in  its  fimctions,  he  assumes  more  than 
the  obvious  nature  of  that  council  will  warranti 
•  It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  the  authority  of  acts  of 
Parliament  on  points  collateral  and  incidental  to  the  maiii 
object  of  the  act,  more  especially  when  no  question  arose  at 
the  time  in  respect  to  snch  points,  are  entitled  compara- 
tively to  but  little  attention. 

The  general  policy  of  these  bills  was,  it  is  true,  fully 
discussed,  but  no  question  was  separately  made  upon  the 
propriety  of  including  the  chief  justice.  His  nominalioil 
passed  in  silence.  It  was  propo^  in  the  discussions  on 
the  act  of  1705  to  exclude  from  the  council  Lord  Godol- 

Jihin,  then  at  the  head  of  the  treasury.  The  objection  in 
his  instance  was  evidently  levelled  at  the  individual,  and 
not  at  the  office,  and  the  proposition  wasf  overruled,  aa 
was  another  to  include  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 
With  these  exceptions,  th&  propriety  of  the  official  se- 
lections was  little  canvassed;  but  if  the  chief  justice's 
liame  had  even  been  introduced  into  those  bills  on  the  most 
mature  deliberation,  it  would  by  no  means  follow  that  the 
^me  reasons  must  justify  the  introduction  of  that  magis- 
trate into'  the  cabinet,  which  might  properly  induce  the 
l^islature  to  give  him  a  place  in  a  pNerm^nent  council  of 
"the  nature  alluded  to ;  a  council  entrusted,  during  the  mi- 
nority or  absence  of  the  sovereign,  with  the  conservatioli 
as  well  as  with  the  exercise  of  the  right  and  property  of  the 
crown.  It  is  also  to  be  observed,  except  during  the  short 
.period  of  about  five  weeks,  which  elnpstid  between  the 
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deaih  of  Q«ech  Anne,  alul  the  arrival  of  George  the  First 
in  En^and,  tiiai  none  of  these  acts  were  «Ycr  acted  upon^ 
^'o  eKjiericiice,  therefore^  could  be  had  of  their  practical 
iBConvcnieiice  in  this  or  any  other  instance ;  but  the  most 
superficial  consideration  of  them  will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy 
any  candid  mind  that  their  frame  and  constituttoiiis  wholly 
inapplicable  to  tiic  present  times.  Their  authority  as  prct* 
cedents  in  die  debates  on  the  regency  in  1788,  was  genci- 
sally  condemned,  and  by  no  individual  with  more  ability 
ereffisct  than  by  the  noble  lord  now  at  the  head  of  his 
Majesty's  councils,  when  he  filled  the  chair  of  this  House; 
Wc  have,  however,  a  class  of  precedents  entitled  to  more 
4xmsideration,  namely,  those  commissions  proceeding 
immediatdy  from  the  crown,  which  vest  in  certain  persons 
under  the  title  of  custodies  regni^  rcmoveable  at  pleasure^ 
and  bearing,  in  that  pacticul^,  a  closer  resemUance  to  the 
members  of  the  cabinet,  sudh  {towers  as  are  necessary  for 
carrying  on  the  executive  government  in  the  absence  of  the 
King.  Of  these. there  are  upwards  of  twenty  which^occur 
between  the  Revolution  and  the  year  17d3,  but  in  none 
does  the  name  of  the  chief  justice  appear.  The  functions 
of  the  cmtodes  regni  being  exerciseci  under  the  direction  of 
the  sovereign,  and  u{>on  communication  with  him,  thesancL 
precautions  were  not  requisite  for  the  security  of  the  rights -of 
4he  crown  which  were  necessary  while  theKiug  was  a  minor!; 
and  this  observation  may  explain  why  such  characters  as 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  chief  justice  of  the 
Kinged  Bench  were  introdueed  into  the  parliamentary  coun^ 
cils  of  regency,  whilst  they  were  excluded  from  those  iuL- 
medi^tely  appointed  by  the  crown.  The  single  precedent 
t>f  modem  times,  on  which  any  argument  cain  be  founded^ 
is  thai  of  Lord  Mansfield;  and  in  referring  to  that  solitary 
•cese,  it  is  fair  to  consider  it  as  deriving  a  sanction,  not  only 
i>om  the  evidence  it  affords  of  that  noble  lord's  own  opinion 
on  the  subject,  but  fromtlie  acquiescence  of  those  who  either 
fiat  with  him  in  the  cabinet,  or  suflered  him  to  sit  there  un« 
questioned  in  parliament.  I  consider  the  case  of  Lord 
Mansfidd  as  the  only  one  really  in  point:  that  of  Lmd 
•Hard^vicke  being  dearly  inapplicable,  inasmuch  as  he 
^ercr  had  a  seat  in  the  calnnet  till  he  had  accepted  the 
neals,  and  only  held  the  chief-j[usticeship  for  a  few  mouthy 
tUl  ius  successor,  Chief  Justice  Lee,  was  appointed.  ^  He 
had  then  oeaaed  to  act  as  chief  justice,  and  had  taloen 
upon  him  the  character  and  all  the  functions  of  chai^ 
YoLp  L  1805-t).  N  n  cellor 
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ceQor,  political  as  vfAl  as  judicial.  It  might  well  be  con<« 
tended  thai,  the  weight  of  precedent,  were  it  stronger  than 
it  is,  would,  oal^  go  (o  render  it  more  necessaiy  to  correct 
the  practice  if  it  be  inexpedient,  as  I  maintain  it  to  be. 
(Che  GO(uiitenan<:e  which  this  measure  may  derive  from  pre« 
cedent,  may  rendeir  less  censurable  those  by  whom  it  has 
been  advised  or  ^idopted.  Bat  perseverance  in  a  bad  prac-^ 
tice  cannot  be  justified  on  any  such  ground.  I  own,  how<« 
ever,  that  the  precedent  of  Lord  R^msfield  appears -to  me 
calculated  rather  to  serve  as  a  beacon  to  warn  his  siBcoessore 
from  what  they  should  avoid,  thui  to  opcrate*as  an  encou- 
ragement to  them  to  follow  hb  example.  No  judge  of 
more  comprehensive  knowledge,  otr  of  more  splendid  talentg 
ever  sat  upon  the  bench,  yet  no  one  ever  possessed  in  a  less 
degree  the  confidence  of  4he  public.  He  was  regarded 
with  jealousy  (perhaps  unjustly  so)  as  carrying  his  potiti* 
cal  fei;lings  with  him  into  pourt,  and  was  never  able  (o  oon^ 
quer  the  efiects  of  having  so  intimatelv  connected  himself 
with- the  politics  and  the  party  of  the  day.  There  is-evterjr 
reason  to  bdieve  that  J^rd  Mansfield  was  himself  de^y 
imprestol  with  the  sense  of  his  own  indiscretion  in  faawti; 
becofiie  a  member  of  the  cabinet.  He  certainly  declined  to 
refiirn  to  itaft^r  the  year  1765,  and  is  said  to  have  Ian 
mented  tb  the  last  hour  of  his  life  that  he  had  ever  su&red 
Jiimsdf  tf>  be  placed  in  this  anomalous  and  hazardous  pre^ 
<)icameat*  The  argunfients  drawn  by  analogy,  Irorii  the 
circumstance  of  chief  jostiees  being  habitually  member*  ^ 
the  House  of  Peers,  and  of  the  privy  council,  will  provts 
nothing  in  support  of  their  being  called  to  the  cabinet  uptoa 
ordinaiy  occasions,  if  the  purpoaei  for  which  tb^.  fWft 
placed  in  those  situations  are  fairly  considered.  The  Hou96 
of  Lords  being  a  judicial  body,  and  a  court  of  appeal^ 
necessarily  requires  the  presence  of  legal  characters  to  mn* 
duct  a  jurisdiction,  which,  in  practice,  devolves  entirdv* 
on  them;  and  no  persons  can  be  so  fit  to  be  entrusted  with 
this  task  as  the  chief  judges  and  superior  members  of  the 

Srofession,  without  whose  aid  the  whole  direction  of  the 
louse  on  l^gal  subjects  would  devolve  on  the  chancellor 
ibr  the  time  being,  a  circumstance  by  no  means  io  be  dOi» 
sired.  So  introduoed  into  the  l^slature,  they  are  cefi^ 
iainly  not  precluded  by  any  law  from  entering  intoi  bXL  the 
heat  of  politics  r  but  it  is  equally  certain,  that  in  so><ioirir 
Ahey  would  forfeit  much  df  the  respect  and  reveresceidricS 
IS  npw  paid  to  them,  and  it  ^vf  oiild  be  justly  imputed  to  them 
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as  an  impropriety  6f  contact,  hot  considered  as  the  ne- 
ocssary  eflect  of  their  being  admitteiS  in^  the  Hoiiie  of 
PecfSy  i£  ih^  should  ug&  tW  privileges'^f  the peerageift 
a  maimer  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  judicial  c1i#- 
rac(er«  The  samci  reasoning  applies  to  the  prirv  cauncil : 
the  greater  part  of  the  business  which  cohies  before  that 
c<Mincil  is  ot  a  judicial  nature,  and  it  is  thdrefore  necessary 
that  persons  of  kgal  knowledge  and  e:tperienoe  should 
^^itually  attend  on  that  body.  Ev&ey  pri^^  councillor 
Is  of  oinrse  hound  to  afford  his  advice 'to  his  sovereigft 
on  att  subjects  upon  which  his  Majesty  ttoy  think  fit 
to  call  for  ii^  On  many  points  usually  discussed  in  the 
cabinet)  and  not  in  the  council  at  large,  the  assbtanoe 
of  the  chief  judges,  may  be  highly  necessary,  and  to  such 
occasionaLrecurrenoe  to  them  lor  advice  we  do  not  objects 
3ui  it  does  not  follow  *from  the  ri^ht  of  this  King  to  call 
upon  eveiT  indiridual  privy  oouncillor  for  advice  as  ofteA 
as  he  shaU  see  occasion^  ^nA  from  the  obligation  imposed 
upon  BXiiitk  privy  councillor  by  his  oath  to  advise  when 
cdlcd  upo&9  that  it  is  an  expedient  or  a  constitutional  ex* 
eircis&  ot  the  prerogative,  to  summon  a  person  who  is  made 
a  piling  counciiloF  in  of  dor  that  he  may  exercise  judicial 
lunetionaand  be  resorted  to  for. occasional  assL^^tance  on 
siibjedlaofa  special  nature,  to  all  the  secret  deliberations 
on  state  aiSurs,  without  any  considemtion  of  the  purposes 
foe  which'  be  was  chiefiy  invested  with  tlie  character  of  a 
piivy-CQUncillor .:  and  it  cannot^  tbetrefore,  be  contended, 
ll»t.the<circumstance  of  a  chief  justice^bding  a  member  of 
the  privy  council  proves  the  fitneiBs  or  propriety  of  his 
having  a  seat  in  the  cabinet*  The  inconveniences  that 
HMy  curiae. from  his  being  a  permaiient  member  of  the 
government  are  many  and  €u>vious.  Many  oases  are^ 
lifcdiy  to  come  befiirehim  judicially,  of  a  description  which 
tettst  compd  him  either  to  .fihdicate  his  functions  on  the 
bench,  and  to  leave  to  Qthers  the  discharge  of  a  duty 
irhich  it  belong^^to  himsdf; to.  perform,  or  he  must  act  undet 
all  the  suspicion,  fnd^exDOsed  to  all  the  jealousy  which 
attaches  to  a  pai^y  interested  in  the  cause«  Libels  on  the 
goTemment,  of  which  he  forms  a  part;  prosecutions 
against  a  coHeague  for  malversation ;  trials  for  state  oifenceS| 
or  questions  connected  with  the  construction  ^  statutes,  ii\ 
vihicktbe  administration  of  the  day  take  an  interests  must 
ail  ptao^.  a  political  chief  justice  in  a  difficult  dilemma. 
He  ouist  cither  df  jprive  the  country  of  the  advantage  of 
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haviog  justice,  ttdmhiisterod  bylbc  lii<:best  mithdrity,  or 
subject  it  lathe  moiB  serious  inconvenience  of  having  it 
ilispensod  by  a  person  irho  is  necessarily  opetfto  vulgar  if 
aot  to  rmtianal  suspicion.  '^'  - 

Btft  it  is  said  by  the  right  honourable  ci^frllmiaR,  if  a 
.'chief  justice  may  not  habitually  advise  his  Majesty  on 
•state  aliairs,  why' make  him  a  privy  coonciWor  ;  nnd  how 
.did  it  happen  that  Chief  Bei'o^  Eyre  tried  the  prifeotii^rs 
:.for  tieason,  on  whose  case  he  had  previously  decided^in 
council  ?  The  firat  point  has  beto  already  replied  to ;  the 
flatter  will  not  appear  to  furiikh  the  right  hoi^durabte  gen- 
tleman with  any  ground  of  argument,  if  the  nature  of  the 
proceeding  be  hSc\y  considered.  Qiief  Justice  Eyre  was 
not  called  to  the  cabinet  to  mix  himself  in  politics,  to  con- 
nect himself  with  the  admiiiistkitfon  of  the  day,  or  tb 
exercise  any  political  discretiiHi  whatevcrJ"  He  was  smn- 
^  luoned  to  the  p»ivy  council  at  large  as  a  magistrate ;  in 
that  capacity  alone  he  acted  ?  his  duty  there  was  to*hcar 
tiie  evidence  against  the  prisoners,  to  dt^ide  whether  !t  was 
nilfficient  td  warvant  s  committal,  and  for  what;  erithel  Hi^ 
duty  was  in  no  respect  distinguishable  firom  thst  df  an  t^r* 
dinary  magistrate  when  a  charge  isr  brought  before-  him. 
Jit  never  has  beea  contended  "that  a  justice  of  peace*  by 
committing  a  prisoner  stood  disquaMed  from  deteiTffliiiittg' 
oathfi  oharge  as  a  grand  juror,  or  of  sitting  on  thebencS 
as  a  judge.  No  seasonable  obj^tion  can  therefofe^be  taken 
to  the  coiiiluct,  of  the  chief  baron.  But  if  he  -had  con* 
fiuUed  in  cabinet  on  the  political  expediency  dfliringfirig 
those  persons  to  trial ;  if  he  had  engaged  in  all  the  coun- 
cils of  government  at  tliat  orilical  period,  and  hadstbied 
iiis  mind  with 'all  the  secret  informAtfon  which  IkjwchiW 
jprobably  have  found  there  bearing  more  or  less  on  the  c?Aes 
j[>f  those  prisonets ;  it  v^ttld>  bo  monstrous  to  contend  tin^ 
Wider,  fhese.cincumstances,  amlwHh  a  mind  so  ^repared^ 
hfi  could  with  propriety  have  heeti  sent  to  sit  in  jtid^nnent 
fbpoA  the  parties  accused.  IiPthese  reasons  the  practice  of 
pltroducing  a  «hief  justice  of  tfi^King^s  Bench  info  tbe  ca-- 
binet  as  an  habitual  adviser  o^  the  measures  of  tftecxecU-^ 
tivegowmment,  appears  to- me  to  derive  no  countenance 
whutever  from  any  analogy  to  be  drawn  from  the  introduc- 
iion  of  tha^magistmte  into  the  tlouse  of  Lords  and  privy 
fx>UQcil;  as  little  can  it  be  supported  by  the  circumstance 
of  the  lord  chancellor's  bwng  always  a  cabinet  minister^- 
tbott|;h  filUng  a.  judici^  situation,    in  the  first-placr,  the 
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chancellor  is  ex  officio  an  cxectitire  officer  of  stnte  mea- 
sure;.   AH  treaties.or  mstrumcijts  with  respect  to  our  fo- 
reign relations,  all  grants  at  Iiomc^  are  scaled  bj  him  un- 
der his  persoiUil  resp#nstbiHty  :  it  seems  therefore  indis- 
pensable thai  he  shouM  be  a  party  to  the  cottnctls  of  the 
goyernment.    But,  except  on  triak  before  the  peer?,  he 
exercises  no  criminal  jurisdiction.    Ho  holds  ais  oiRa? 
claring  pleasure  -..  his  political  functions  are  not  less  pro- 
mincHt  man  his  judicial  duties:  his  existence  iji  both  ca«* 
pacifies  depends,  like  that  of  any  other  member  of  theexe- 
CTitlve  go^mmeut,  upon  the  fate  of  the  administration  of 
thedaj.     ft  is  true,  that  he  is  charged  with  judicial  fane- 
tioos  of  the  highest  nature,  but  they  relate  not  io  the  Kfe 
IK  liberty  pf  the  subject  j  they  are  of  a  description  nnicfl 
less  lifedy  to  be  exercised,  or  (wbich  is  not  less  material  to 
the  preseiU:  question)  to  be  suspi?cted  of  teing  exercised, 
under  any  political  bias,  than  those  of  the  chief  Jo^tice. 
JF)ecisiaiis  on  prqpcrty  seldom  attract  tiie  attention  or  rouse 
tbe  feehngs  ot  the  public.    The  struggles  of  party  hava 
M  connection  with  civil  suits.     The  chancellor  coijld  but 
nttte  serve  the  purposes  qf  his  party,  or  gratiiy  Ms^potili-. 
cat  resentments,  by  unjust. decisions  hi  his  court.   BeskTcsr^ 
.  tke  suitor  ha»  always  vm.  option  of  carrying  hisxansc  in  the 
first  instance  befote  the  master  of  the  tolls,  a  judichil  offi- 
cer, holding  his  situation  like  any  other  junge  during  good*  * 
hehaviouv ;  and  there  i^  always  an  appeal  open  to  the  partj 
4rom  iht  deci^on  of  the  chancellor  to  the  House  of  Lords. 
hx  the  exercvse  of  a  criminal  jurisdiction  there  is  a  widt ; 
diiferenee.    In  ^uch  courts  cases  constantly  arise  whTc& 
€^»lt  forth  thQ  passions  of  the  people.    The  judge  who  pre* 
sides  on  sach  occasions,  can  no  otherwise  hope  to  commanct 
t&e  respect  and  confidence  of  the  public,,  than  by  standing'; 
unconnected  with.  the.  questions'  which  come  befbifi  feifri^ 
tf nd  totally  Unconcerned  in  the  event  of  the  proceedings  • 
But  to  pass  on  for  the  .present  fcom  tile  consid^nation  o^tfte 
effexits  of  thiis  measure  upon  the  character  of  a  common  ' 
law  judge^.  should  such  a  judge  unfortunately  be  incKnect  ^ 
to  <:Bi%f  his  party  feelings  and.rcsentments  with  him  \o  the ' 
bench,  he  certainly  could  apply  them  to  purposes  of  op- 
pression with  DEiuch  less  controul  iit  criminal  than  in  tWX 
q^ses,     A  right  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  (Afr. 
Bbnd),says,  what  has  the  chief  justice  fn  such  cases  to  do . 
but  tio  declare  the  law,  possibly  aiiled  by  some  of  hi^  bre- 
thnro,  the  jury  deddiug  on  the  feet  >  but,  iudependeRtty ' 
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qf  the  influence  whlcU  the  summing  up  of  the  iud^e  must 
necessarily  have  upon  tlie  verdict,  the  right  honpurablQ 
gentlemati  forgets  that  to  the  judge  conclusively  belongs  the 
determination  of  the  Quantum  of  punishment  in  caset^ 
If  here  it  is  discretionary  ;  and  as,  in  the  infliction  of  fin^ 
and  imprisonment,  there  is  seldom  any  precise  standard^ 
or  uny  fixed  principles  to  resort  to^  it  is  obvious,  that  in 
no  exjercise  otthe  judicial  authority  may  abuse  more  easily, 
prevail,  at  (which  is  hardly  less  mischievous)  will  it  lie 
more  readily  imputed.     The  case  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  great  seal,  if  not  decisive  upon  this  subject,  must,  at 
least,   be  adn^itted  strongly  to  mark  the  unwilUngn^eas 
which  has  prevaileil  to  introduce  common  law  judges  into 
the  cabinet,  notwithstanding  the  expediency  of  having 
legal  assistance  {here,  and  the  reasonableness  (as  already 
stated)  of  allowing  those  who  sesil  and  execute  acta  of  statie^ 
to  take  a  part  in  the  previous  deliberation.     When  the 
seals  have  been  put  into  commission,  none  of  the  persons 
to  whom  they  have  been  committed,  not  even  (he  fUs^^ 
commissioners,  appear  to  have  ever  sat  in .  the  cabu^e^r 
Lord   Loughborougtt,  during  the  administration,  com* 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  ^'  the  coalition  administai"* 
tioa,"  was  not  a  cabinet  minister,  although  so  hiffliLl|r 
distinguished  for  public  talents;    a  circumstance  wbiclu^ 
carries  with  it  a  strong  presumption  that  common  lawi/ 
judges,  until  they  were  understood  to  be  virtually,  if  npt.* 
actually,  retired,  were  not  considered  as  proper  persons  to 
be  connected  with  politics,  by  being  regularly  summoned 
to  such  a  council.    Being  unable  to  sustain  his  argument^, 
either  on  the  ground  of  precedent,  or.  by  any  analogy, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  endeavours  at  once  to  get  ria  of, 
the  motion,  by  assuming  that  there  is  no  such  body  knpwni 
to  the  law  or  constitution,  as  a  cabinet  council ;  that  rcsr. 
ponsibBity  cannot  attach  to  the  individuals  composing  suc^% 
a  body  ;  and  that  the  constitution  knows  no  responsibility^ 
except  in  those  executive  officers  of  thecrown,  who  in  their  [ 
respective  departments  carry  the  King*s  orders  into  execu- 
tion.   However  it  may' suit  the  pUr]Jk)ses  of  his  present  ar-, 
eument,  I  apprehend  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  have 
been  very  little  disposed,  when  he  was  himself  out  of  oflice, 
to  listen  with  paticnco  to  such  a  statement  from  a  minister 
of  the  cro\Tn.     What  would  he  have  said,  if  my  late  right  ^ 
honoiunble  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  disclaimed  all  response-/ 
Wi^  on  account  of  the  late  confederacy  on  the  contmcnt> 
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Tefentufif  hisopponentslo  my  m.ble  friend  in  another  Hoo^e^ 
<Lord  Salgravc)  as  being  atune  responsible  for  all  such 
measures,  ^ith  the  addition,  perhaps,  of  the  Lord  Cban« 
4sdyior,  who  affixed  the  great  seal  to  the  treaties  ?   v  WouU 
anj  minister  have  avail^  himself  of  so  cofitemptible  a  sub-* 
terfuge,  or  would  the  House  have  endured  such  a  doctrine  ? 
Is  not  the  cabinet,  in  the  modern  practice  of  the  consti^ 
•tation,  as  well  known  to  parliament,  as  if  the  existence  of 
«uch  a  council  had  been  an  object  of  express  legislative 
provision  ?  Havenot  the  membersof  the  cabinet  been  always 
considered  by  the  country,  and  have  they  not  always  con- 
sidered themselves,  whatever  might  have  been  their  offic;^, 
or  even  if  they  sat  there  without  office,  as  both  individuedly 
and*  collectively  responsible  for  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment ?    It  may  frequently  be  more  difficult  to  establish  the 
fnct  of  the  participation  in  the  guilt  of  any  criminal  mea«- 
€ure  against  the  minister  who  has  only  advised,  than  it 
would  be  to  prove  it.againstthe  minister  who  has  executed; 
no  other  evidence  being  required  in  the  latter  case,  than  the 
order  or  instrument  bv  which  the  criminal  act  has  been  ei- 
ther, directed  or  performed.    JJiit  the  greater  or  less  de^  • 
^tiee  of  difficulty  which  may  attend  the  proofs  of  the  fitct ' 
in  particular  instances,  cannot  affisct  the  general  question 
of  responsibility .     When  the  commons  mipeached  lord 
Somers,  lord  Halifax,  and  lord  Orford,  on  account  of  the 
partition  treaty,  neither  the  lord-treaaurer,  lord  Halifax, 
HOT  lord  Orford,  who  presided  at  the  Admiralty,  could,  in 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  sense  of  responsibility, 
be  *deemed  responsible ;  yet  the  House  of  Commons  never 
"liesitated  to  consider  them  as  equally  answerable  for  that 
measure  with  theit  colleagues  in  the  government.    The 
right  honourable  gentleman  has  admitted  that  any  privy 
csioruncillor  is  liable  to  answer  for  the  advice  which  he  may 
give  to  the  crown  ;.  but  be  cannot  by  such  admission,  ex- 
empt those  privy  councillors  who  are  avowecQy  selected 
habitually  to  advise  his  Majesty  on  the  current  affairs  of 
his  gpvernment,  from  that  general  responsibility  which 
results  of  course  from  their  being  chaigea  with  the  duty  of 
giving  that  advice  constantly  and  systematically,  iivhtch 
.other  privy  councillors  are  in  the  habitxjf  driving  occasion- 
al^, if  at  all.    Independently,  however,  of  the  applica* 
tion  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argument  fo' 
the  present,  question, ,  it  is  of  no  small  importance,  that  the 
cosntry  at  large,  ^3ad  that  JSurfij^,  .^ould  be  informed, 
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wlicib^  t6c  cabilict  counctl,.gcneraiIy,  with  the  noble  iord 
(Gi«rmltr)ntits  head,  i&  to  be  coo&idcicd  as  responsible 
4br  all  the  mea^res  of  goremuicnf ;  or  Tfhcther  iho^o  alone 
If  ho  carry  into  esceciition  the  respective  acts,  are  answer* 
able.     It  is  ri<^]it  that  it  should  be  distfnctly  uoderstood, 
inrkether  the  only  security  vae  have  forthe  adiniiiii^tnition  of 
ihipij^  aftaiTs,  on  wise  andsonnd  principles,  is  the  right 
homttiabieii^tlenian  fatmself;Avhether  the  miliiary  sys- 
fcm  of  the  coHnlry  is  cxclasively  coihmitied  to  ihc  scpa^ 
rote  responsibility  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  tlie  war  de- 
partment;  aad  i;riietb^  the  first  bnd  of  tjic  treasury's 
j^pansibility  is  in  the  present  administration  to  be  really 
-viewed  iipoa  ail  queshmis  neir  immediatdly  relating  to 
4hai  departmcniy  m  ner other  la^ht  than  in  that  of  an  ardi- 
Dary  privy  oowiciiloh     If  the  right  honourable  ^ei^tli^man 
Ims  failed  in  diTBsttng  Lord  EUraborou^  of  jlhc  rospon* 
fiibie  character  of  a  minister,  ^mmoned,  as  h«  is  acknow- 
iedgcd  to  bcy  habitually,  and  not  dccasix>9ally)  to  the  dclK- 
beiWions  of  the  cabinet;  if  he  has  faiktl  to  dtspn^ve  the 
obvious  iacoTivenienoes  to  say  the  least  of  such  afi  union 
4>f  incompatible  fiinetions,  in  the  anme  prrsen,  whic^  must 
pcrpeiually  compel  him  to  abandon  his  duty^  fither  jxsi^ 
minister  or  as  a  judf^e ;  if  he  has  failed  to  pipduco  e^her 
from  precedent  or  analogy  any  adequate  ar^ments  to 
sustain  a  practice  spobvknisly  injvrious  ;  as  little  has  be 
sncc(?edea  in  establishitig^  any  suflicicot  ^^rounds  either,  of 
rxpedseacy  or  necessity,  to  justify,  in  the  instance  imn^ 
disUely  bdbra.iis,  the  adoption  of  a  rooafittie  whicli  is  open 
«ii  genoral  principles  to  the  strongest  obfOetioft*  .,  And 
£i^,  as  to  the  ;?er^jrafyofit ;  admitting,  wnicb  I  sim^per* 
irctly  ready  to  do,  the  personal  qualificatioas  of  the  iodi- 
▼idual  ibr  such  a  confidential^  trust,  will  tlie  right  honbur- 
Able  gentleman  contend^  that  without  n*curring  ,to  the 
King's  Jiench,  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to  form  their 
^vemmcnt  i    Will  he  maintain,  that  at  kast  adequate 
qualifications  for  the  cabinet  might  not  faavebcen  ^und 
in  some  other  quarter  ?    I  am  certainly  tint  one  ojf  those 
who  have  discoveied  that   the   present    adminiiitnition 
comprehends   all   the   talents,  iitll   the   expcriencp)    all 
t)»e  respectability,   or  all  the   virtue,  of  th^  coumti'y. 
•Would  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  be  to  disparage  thcn^i  iin- 
justly  to  suppose  that  this  comprehensive  onion  of  parlies 
did  nbt  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  various  oonnectionaof 
which  it  coimtfi,  aflin^^  the  mwuis  of  supplying  lord  £l« 
2  lenborough's 
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lenborougk's  place,  leaving  him  at  liberty  lo  pursue  the 
duties  of  his  own' high  situation  ?  Can  the  riglit  honour- 
able gentleman,  in  justice  to  his  own  Ghancellur  assert,  that 
mthout  the  introduction  of  Lord  Kllenborough,  the  cabi- 
net would  have  been  dcstituteof  adequate  legal  abilities? 
Will  he  contend  that  the  addition  of  the  learned  lord's  po- 
litical and  constitutional  knowledge  was  absolutely  itqui- 
site  to  the  constitution  of  the  government  ?  To  the  sound  ' 
constitutional  principles  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord,  F 
beg  to  be  amongst  the  first  to  bej^r  testimony.  His  presence 
in  the  cabinet  is  Certainly  a  circumstance  which  creates  con- 
fidence, and  not  distrust  in  ray  mind.  Were  he  there 
-without  prejudice  to  what  I  must  deem  duties  of  superior 
importance,  I  should  rejoice  at  his  appointment  ^  but  Z 
c^anubt  persuade  myself  that  his  plajce  might  not  have  becti 
supplied  by  others  equally  entitled,  on  general  constitu- 
tional grounds^  to  my  confidence,  who  appear  to  have  been 
unaccountably  excluded,  whilst  his  lordship  has  been  most 
unnecessarily  iacludod  in  breach  of  constitutional  policy 
if  not  of  law.  If  the  appointment  is  not  sustainable  on 
the  grounds  of  necessity,  it  appears  still  less  capable  of 
being  8Ui>ported  on<yo^kdemiiomof  policj^  or  expediencu. 
Can  the  right  honourable  gentleman  contemplate  the  judi- 
cial sustain  of  the  countrv ;  can  he  advert  to  the  wise 
8"  rinciples  upon  which  it  has  been  framed  and  improved  ; 
ic  care  that  has  been  taken  to  render  the  situation  of  a 
judgc^  not  c^nly  independent  of  every  influence,  andespe- 
'tfialTy  of  that  of  the  crown,  but  to  consider  them  as  a  distinct 
ohier  In  the  community,  to  which  the  nation  might  look 
up  with  unlimited  confidence^  as  entirely  devoted  io  the 
distribution  of  justice,  and  removed  from  the  political 
cabals  or  oartj^  struggles  of  the  tiro|es  ?  Can  we  thus  con- 
template tncdignifial  and  useful  situation  of  a  jiidge^  act- 
ing, within  bis  pfoper  sphere,  and  deem  it  either  of  lii^ht 
importance,  or  of  little  aang(^r,  to  call  upon  a  chief  justice 
to  descend  from  such  an  eminence,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
volving himself  in  all  the  confusion  and  vicissitudes  of  po- 
litical nfe  ?  What  efitimate  the  right  honoiirable  geutlemiia 
is  tnrepared  at  thi»  moment  to  form  of  the  confidence  or  pi- 
pulanty  which  attaches  to  the  present  administmtion,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  surmise ;  but  whether  he  is  disposed  to  feel 
more  or  less  sanguine  upon  this  point,  I  am  sure  he  has 
Inpwn  too  much  of  political  lite,  to  take  for  granted, 
that  it  may  not,  in  process  of  time^  and  perhaps  at 
Vol.  I.  1805-6,  O  o  no 
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ijo   very  distant,   period,  become  not  Only   unpopular, 
but  odious.      Wj»y>  then,   in   the  cyesJ  of  the  imtibn. 
are  file    character  and  influence    of  our  first  criminar 
JAidge,  in  jjhort,  all  his  Ixst 'means  of  doing  good, 'to  be 
uniicc<*i>sarily  crtibarkcd  in  the  frail  and  Uncertain  state  of 
this  or  any  administration  ?  Why  Is  he,  to  be  thui  eJiLposed 
.  to  all  the  jealousy,  to  all  the  haired,  to  all  the  reproaches, 
ucquently  most  unjust,  which  those  in  high  political  station 
arc  doomed  to  suller?  As  loiig  as  he  remain?  on  the  bench 
of  justice,  abstracted  from  such  struggles,  whatever  errors 
be  may  commit,  however  he  mny  find  himself  compelled  io 
act  ia  opposition  to  the  popular  'fix^ling,  his  c6Ti'duct  ^ill 
Ige  regarded  with  confidence,  aiid  ercn  bis  mistakes  will  ht 
respected  J  all  parties  will  concur  in  uplioldirtg  him:  but 
let  him  once  assume  the  character  of  a  party  man  and  A 
politician,  let  him  once  embark  in  the  same  bottom  writb  the 
i^dmiuistration  of  the  day,  and  he  is  immediately  exposed 
Jo  all  the  rancour,  to  all  the  fair  censure,  and  16  ail  the 
^liberal  and  unjust  reproarh.to  which  govctnmcnts  are  ex- 
po^etl;  these  popular  prejudices  will  pursue*  htin  into. the 
courts  of  justice,  and  he  will  thc'rc  find  suspicion  and  insi- 
nuation substituted  for  that  confidence  and  reverence  ^hich 
^ttended  on  him  while  he  was  only  a  jud^e.    That  the  ob- 
jection bt  iufluence  ciinnot  be' dismissed  tronl'this  cAse  xritl 
jbe. obvious,-  when  we  consider 'th(!  high  value  Attached  by 
all  men  (o  a  seat  in  tlie  cabinet.  The  right  lioli.  gentleman 
lias  arg\^ed  a$  if  because  a  seat  at  that  board  Is  a  siluatioii 
.which  most  men  arc  desirous  of  obtaining,  and  6f  wMcli 
.'they  arc  unwilling  to  be  depriyefd^  it  must  therefbre  follow 
that  the  objection  on  the  $ctM-e  of  influence  \vquld  ii&t*  be 
'strcngthcnca  f>y  the  introduction  of  a  judge  froiii  the  jpriyy 
council  into'  tlie  cabinet-    Bui  stircly  it  cannoi be  cohtend- 
Vd  that  the  degree  cf  influence  arising  from,  those  twb  sittt- 
^ations  arc  in  any  rcsjiect  to  lie  compared  to  each  bth'et. 
JCun  an  ordinary  seat  in  the  privy  council,  'tvhich  does  not 
[necessarily  either  give,  or  iji  its  consequences  lead  to  alfiy 
political  confidence,  and  from  whic^i  no  one  ift  'rivdr  ro- 
mQved,  except  for  misconduct,  bear  any  coAiparisAn  ilitSi 
the  situation  of  a  person  included  among  those  members  of 
the  council  to  whom  his  Majesty  eittrusts  the  gcrieM  admi- 
nistration of  his  affairs,  and  who  for  the  time  dre  collec- 
.  tively  charged  wifli  the  trust  of  advising  him  upon  every 
'  act  of  his  governm«i)t  ?  Looking  at  the  spirit  of  those  tvise 
^  and  salutary  provisions  -which  were  brought  to  perfection 
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ppon  the  gracious  suggestion  of  his  prrscnl  Majesty,  and 
>aamittlng  the  fair  distinctioji  that  has  been  taken  between 
honorary  situations  and  those  attended  \Vith  emolument^ 
cixa  we  doubt,  that  a  seat  m  the  cabinet  (although  unac- 
companied with  sahiry)  furnishes,  with  respect  to  Jiinc  men 
in  ten,  more  substantial  mcnins  of  influence^  than  anf 
oflice  in  the  stiUe,  however  lucrative,  to  which  a  similar 
mark  of  confidence  d<K^  not  attach  ?  I  must  therefore 
jnaintain,  even  upon  this  ground,  that  the  appointment  of 
ItQjd  Ellcnbprough  to  a  seat  in  tJie  cabuif  t,  is  a  defwrture 
From  the  spirit,  if  not  |rom  the  letter  of  those  laws,  by  whicb 
ihe  legislature  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  crown,  that 
is,  the  minister  of  the  day,  from  exercising  any  influence 
yhateVcxover  the  judges  of  the  land.  Upon  the  whole,  J 
ron^ddcr  tJic  removal  of  the  chief  Justice  of  the  Kiag'^ 
£tcnjch,  ffom  his  natural  And  proper  mnctions,  for  the  pur* 
posic  of  converting  him  jnto  <he  mixed  character  of  judge 
and  politician,  and  pf  miaking  him  necessarily  a  member 
of  a. party,  to  be  a  niost  unwise,  and  if  persevered  in,  a 
most  unjustifiable  proceeding ;  that  it  is  in  the  present  in- 
irtancejp  h^  i|efended,on  no  grounds  of  necessity,  or  evctt 
.of  apparent  politicnil  exjoedicncy ;  tliat  it  is  a  practice  riot 
to  hq  supported  by  any  analogy  known  to  the  aonstitution; 
thattfie  poly  instajices  frop  statute  >yhich  dnn  bo  argned 
in  any  decree  to  countenance  it,  are  of  imperfect  authority 
in  tbemsetves,  and  arp  laws  of  a  sjXMfial  nature,  standing 
upon  their  owpi  ground*^,,  rather  forming  exceptions,  than 
tending  to  <?stablish  a  general  rule;  and  mtii  the  only  direct 
pieccdpnty  namely,  that  of  Lord  Mansfield,  amounts^ 
«w1isa  considered  tvith  all  its  cfarcu instances  and  conse*- 

aocnccsy  to  a  condemnation  of  the  mcasiure.  I  deprecate 
U5.  practice,  as  calculated  tpxalse  a  ftieliug  with  resi)ect  to 
tbeju^iciid  system  of  the  country,  whidi  ^jerhnps  wilhth'b 
exceptioa  of  the  period  when  Lo^rd  Mansfield  presided  on 
,the  bench,  h^s  never,  at  least  in  moclem  times,  ba*ri  known 
to  exist.  In  all  the  ditlicuUi«»s  and  (dangers  to  which  the 
establishments  of  the  country  have  been  exposod,  tlie  |3u- 
fity  of  the  administration  of  justice  hiis  never  been  made  ii 
luaitcr  of  ((uestion :  the  bitterest  enemies  of  the  constitution 
have  ocY^r  ventured  to  utter  even  a  suspicion. against  it.  It 
i3  ttiat  part  of  our  systc.m  which  in  the  eyes  ofevcTry  foreigt^ 
nation  most  exalts  and  distinguishes  the  country  ;  it  is  that,  ^ 
the  value  of  which  is  most  felt  at  home,  and  is  rnlc^^latedj 
firam  the  \}mT9rsal  sense  of  its  approach  to  i)eflcctIoxi,  nncl 
*  OoSJ  '  th^ 
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the  attaclnncnt  whicb  it  commands,  to  protect  and  meserv^ 
the  whole.  Wifl  then  the  right  hi>n.  gentleman,  for  tmr- 
poses  of  party  ot  personal  conycnience.  Venture  to  break  in 
vpon  such  a  system  ?  Can  he  pretend  to  8(ly  that  its  exi^ 
cncc  does  not,  above  all  other  circumstances,  depend  on  the 
inriepcndcnce  of  the  ]udges;  or  could  he  point  out  any  mode 
by  which  ii  is  mprc  likely  to  be  seriosusly  brought  into  disre- 
pute and  siLspicion,  than  by  making  the  judges  ppUticians, 
and  by  re-placing  them  in  any  degree  under  the  influenoe 
pf  the  crown  ?  f  am  satisfiedf  that  the  t)ublic  opinion  was 
never  more  decided  on  any  question  than  on  the  piesent. 
Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  present  discussion,  the 
more  the  subject  is  examined,  the  less  disposition  there  will 
l>e  to  persevere  in  it  now,  or  to  venture  to  tt^ni  to*  it  at  a 
future  day.  On  these '  grounds  I  have  felt  it  my  dtttyt<k 
state  fully  my  sentiments  on  the  quc^tiom,  and  I  Cannot 
conclude  without  expressing  to  the  right  bon.  gintkmaa 
niy  conviction  that  he  will  find  nO  tcasoA  lb  felicitate  hiittAelf 
np<m  the  part  he  has  taken  upon  the  present  oe<^'rion ;  thftt 
in  proportion  as  the  subject 'is  canvassed'  and  uAderstoodi 
£he  deliberate  judgment  of  theptlblic  wMl  be  agaifast  l^im*; 
and  I  thin^I  may  venture  to  assure  him,  tfaat*ti4^tcvef 
poTitical  sips,  either  past  or  future,  he  may  have  .  to 
answer  for  to  liis  country,  for  none  will  he  find  them  te^ 
disposed  to  forgive  him  than  for  thus  lending  himsdf  to  k 
measure,  the  tendency  of  which  is  to  break  dowA  the  'pritfi^ 
i^iples  upon  which  tne  sure  administtation  of  public  jns» 
tic^e,  and  consequently  the  liberties  of  the  British  nation^ 
pre-eminently  depcna. 

Lord  HcNrjy  Pett^  should  not  at  all  have  troi^bledlb^ 
House  after  the  able  speech  of  his  right  hon,  friend,  had  tt 
not  been  for  the  allusion  to  him.  nis  lordship  said,  thsft 
the  correctness  of  Ihe  publication  quoted  by  Mr.  Canning^ 
might,  for  various  reasons,  be  disputed ;  particularly  in 
giving  an  account  of  sentiments,  where,  in  order  to  do  jusw 
tice  io  them,  it  was  necessary  to  preserve  th^  veiy  wordf^, 
It  was  impossible  that  his  noble  and  revered  relation^  could 
be  ijjnorant  that  Lord  Mansfield  had  hern  a  member  of  tine 
cabinet,  because,  in  j^oint  of  factj  ]i is  noble  relation  hadj 
in  the  year  ITOJ,  when  in  the  board  of  tra<le,  been  frequently 
summoned  to  cabinet  councils  at  which  Lord  Man^fielcl 
sat.  That  could  be  no  discovery  in  the  year  ITT 5  i  and  If 
•he  knew  it,  he  could  not  have  consklertKl  it  unconstitu- 
tioual  withput,  4t  the  s%m^  time,  expre^ising  that  opinion 
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-wkich  Lord  Chatham  aad  others^  had  Hity  iLon^ht  so, 
*vi'ould  like%?ise,  in  all  probability,  have  done.  His  lord- 
ship contended,  that  what  was  now  de^nounccd  v&  uncon- 
^tutional  in'a  judge^  had  been  done  in  1795,  when  on  x 
person  who  turned  out  a  maniacj  attacking  the  King,  Lord 
Kenyon  had  been  summoned  to  the  cabinet  council,  to  be 
prescBt  at  the  cxaminatioh  of  the  man  M  whose  trial  he  t^ 
terwards  presided.  He  contended  that  the  measure  was 
consistent  with  preccdejit,  with  principle,  and  with  prac-* 
tfce,  and  he  fllustrated  his  sentiments  by  an  examination  of 
some  of  the  precedents  quoted.  He  concluded  with  saying, 
that  if  the  arguments  used  bn  the  other  side  were  well  founds 
ed,  it  would  be  proper  in  government  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  disquali^  the  chief  justice  of  the  King^s  Bench  from 
^ingadvice  to  his  Majesty;  to  disable  the  judges  of  the 
admird^y  who  tried  prize  causes,  from  sitting  at  thecoun* 
eil  bwrd,  when  prize  instructions  were  prepared,  or  sitting' 
tl  the  cockpit,  wheie  appeals  were  heard  :  and  this  system 
of  disqualmcation  migtit  be  applied  to  most  officers  of  the 
ctpwn)  He  f^oncluded  vrith  shewing  the  impolicy  of  sncll 
dtaqtiaiUficationk,  mnd  urged  the  UOTantagcs  to  be  derived 
from  the  talents  of  Lord ISllenborougfa. 

Mn .  Perceval  said,  that  notwithstanding  fhc  rxtraori 
dinaiy  display  of  ability  exhibited  by  Mr.  Fox,  the  ques- 
tioD  stood  exactly  where  it  did.  The  ]>ublic  .sentiment^ 
which  he  had  taken  'much  pains  to  ascertain,  was,  that  the 
measure  was  dangerous,  unconstitutional,  and  alarming  ^ 
and  he  was  sure  that  the  discission  would  extend  that  opi» 
nion,  which  among  all  classes  and  parties,  even  friends  of 
•the  ministry^  was  universal.  The  common  sense  of  the 
flatter  was  this,  that  the  functions  of  a  chief  justice  pf  t^ 
King's  Bench,  and  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  wercinconi- 
potiUe ;  and  it  was  even  admitted  by  Mr.  Bond,  that  ia 
particular  cases  the  one  must  be  thrown  off  that  the  other 
might  be  retained.  If  any  man  could  execute  both  (unc- 
tions without  inconvenience  and  reproach,  it  Was  his  noble  - 
and  learned  friend  Lord,  Ellenborough.  >But  the  incom* 
|latibility  vm  rtianifest.  Not  only  in  the  case  of  libds 
would  the  lord  chief  justice  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
foregoing  his  duties,  or  standing  exposed  to  the  suspicion 
of  seventy,  in  punishing  the  person  by  whom  he  was  at- 
tacked,  in  common  with  his  colleagues.  He  might  even 
fsAX  into  the  etror  of  an  honourable  mind,  in'going  to  rx- 
cc^  of  leuity,  to  avoid  the  suspicion  which  his  ^it«al!<Ai 

would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


voidd  give  him.  A  judge  too  might  be  called  upon  to  de^ 
eide  in  la\f,  measures  ori^inadjig  iii  the  cabinet,  such  a^ 
embargoes,  &a  not  in  the  privy  c6u9^^  though  passii>^ 
there ;  and  coidd  a.  judge  oc  perfectly  inipartiai  in  consit 
derin^  what  damages  ovL^ht  to  oe  given  to  a  party  claiming 
ihcm,  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  government  which  he 
l^ad  advised  ?  Would  the  public  in  Uoubieso,me  times,  such 
^  some  years  since  existed,  when  prosecutions  were  fre« 
quent  against  seditious  persons  and  practices^  encQura£ed| 
perhaps,  by  persons  of  light  xeputalion,  would  the  p<3>Ii^ 
then  be  satisfied  of  thepuHty  ofthat  justice  ^ministered  by 
ia  judge,  the  colleague  of  the  cabinet  miuistersj  wno  thougU 
the  prosecutions  nece^iy?  It  \yas  evident  how  muc$ 
the  character  of  pur  public  justice  would' ^it^e^^  bpv  much 
the  character  of  a  judg  cwould  be  degraded,. from  ^  ' 


i^onfounded  wkh  the  party  politics  of^Uie  d^y.  tjedidiol 
«ay  that  the  measure  was  illegal,  but  he.QQnteii^  it  vi9% 
liighly  ine:p[pedicnt.  He  alluded  to  Uie  case  of'  pc^pafd^ 
and  asked  bow  the  judge,  w  ho  as  a  cablnpt  mix^/ster  had  afl« . 
dressed  the  court,  could  have  tried  v^n  aclion  for  false  j.m!^ 
prisonment,  had  one  been  bfought,  fis  jfngkt  have.bce^  ia' 
that  case  had  not  the  very  circunistances  attending  the  event 
Jfumished  the  proof  which  otherwise  would  have  been  dcN 
fcctive  ?  He  alluded  to  his  own  opinion  on  the  -volunieeF 
question^  and  asked  how  a  judge,  a  member  of  thecabuicL 
who  adopted  that  opinion^  could  have  satisfactorily  tried 
the  question  ?  In  a  word,  judges  ought  lo  be  as  impartial  bp«: 
t^w^cen  the  executive  government  and  the  party  in  ^U  pqbitc 
prosecutions  as  between  individuals  in  common  cases.  lip 
then  went  over  tlje  dilFerent  precedents,  and  contended  thij|t. 
the  only  one  which  applied  directly,  that  of  Lord  ManrS- 
. field,  ought  to  discourage  a  repetiiio/i  of  the  attempt.  It 
vas  impossible  tp  say  what  part  Mr.  J' ox  wqald  have  actc4 
Jbad  this  measure  been  resorted  to  by  a  ministry  he  oppo:ied,' 
but  if  he  was  serious  in  his  attachment  to  libertj/j  of  whic}^ 
*^  41U  over  the  worlcT^  he  was  an  affectiopale  toaster,  ijt  w^ 
natural  to  think  he  would  have  opposed  a  thing  so  tncoxi- 
sistent  with  the  true  principles  of  freedom.  He  was  ciitii^ 
fied,  that  if  ministers  did  not  now  sec  the  impropriety  of 
the  measure,  they  soon  would  be  (xjnyinced  by  the  disap- 
prpb^tioD  of  the  country.  He  rather  thought  they  doubtcii 
jMs  propriety,  but  were  too  obstinate  to  confess  their  ercor^ 
They  would  find,  however,  that  it  would  have  been  betlejp 
to  have  given  up  the  point  wjien  its  dajjger  wa&  first  ex- 

posed^ 
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posed)  thati*1o  TiaVe  waited  till  the  discussion  rendered  it 
more- odibtls-.ril  over  the  cbiinjry.  He  concluded  iritt 
tayin^y  that  the  first  error,  considering  the  authorities  and 
fixaTnpIe^,"''^as  rehb/i ;  biit  io  persevere  would  be'a  xrirae- 
because  mtficmt  the  least  necessity  tlie  measure  risked  ttiat 
Object  K)  dcai*  khi  so  important  to  the  country,  tjie  puTR 
tod  the  uhsus^cied  administration  of  justice.  ^  - 
Lord  H:  ^iy  ei-plAined.    ' .  ^  '.  /  '  ^ 

Mr.  ShMitan^-  in  a  short  sj>e6ch*,  apposed  the  mrrtion. 
He  said,*  that 'flie  Iclrtted  gentlemari,  Mr.  Ptrccval,  in  cxs 
pecting  that  ririnislers  were  to  gire  way  on  tHt  iirsf  notice 
of  disappfobatton  oii  the  other  side,  expected  in  ^tliem  a 
mode^X  i^Mch  doubtless  he  would  Wot  hare.ekpected  iti 
similar  tiTdjtttiitititcs  fVom  tlie -lafe.  ijiinistcrs  :  bat  no  won- 
rfer  he  wa^  displeased -that  tlicy'had  hdi  given  M'Uy,  bccauso 
it  put  gentleman  x)n  the  other  sidp  to  the  necessit^*^  at  ex- 
posing the  weakness  of  fheir  argutuents.  Whate\*(r  migltt 
TiaVe  been  thought  of  niiribten^  giving  way  on  tjie  first  nc?* 
ti«*,  most  certainly  it  tvould  ha\'e  been  more  justifiable 
tli'an  doing  so  touullbe,  after  the  lame ar^mcnfs  produced. 
'Asr  to  the  pains  of  tlie  learned  gentleman  to  sound  the  pubf* 
lie  sentimetit,  he  believed  he  had  becil  at  great'.pains  a]^ 
Hdr  disseminate  "(hat  bpinidn  that  j^e  contended  Io  fee  so  unl* 
Tefsal.  fie  was  gfitq,  ho>r^ver,  to  ^ee  the  right  bon.  geit* 
tltoien  comnicncing  tneir  opposition  any  >taj"*  He  liked 
^Jiosition  i  aAd  t\hcthctit  ivas  from  old  prejudice  for  fKe 
^rert ches  over  fife'  i^ay ,  he  was  glad  f 6  sec  them  so  wclf  filled^ 
*and  should  be  sorry  to  see  tliem  deserted.  He  hoped  they 
wotild  be  a  vi^6roti^  and*  a  vigilant^  though  liot  too  nume- 
Tb\is  an'opjiosition.  He  Vas'hot  >u;rprised  at  the  oppositioo, 
'gemIehien:'6Vd*got'^pr6vocifttion,  ;  They  were  in  a  cOld, 
'fcbnribrfle^  fliihate^'  to  *hich  tfeyiiad  not  been  much  a6- 
'  cJustdmed.  '  One  hkd  Icfet  a-g6oti  '^arih  cloak,  itnothcr  a 
'ifnug  few*  robe,  and  a  thittt  a  comfortable  Indian  shawl':  so 
•thpy  had*abundance  of  provdcafliJn  fdr  their  opposifio^. 
'After  gohig  over  the  precedents  qtrbted,  he  said  that  the  at« 
tempt  io  reduce  the  lord  ihicf  justice  to  a  mere  lounger, 
trho  had  nbthing  to  do  with  politics^  was  somewhat*  extras 

*  ordinary.  It"  Vro^ld  seeih  extraordinary  if  it  was  knotihi 
that  a  certain  learned  geiitleraan  had  resigned*  the  chief 
justiceship  of  the  common  picas  without  a  peerage,  on  Ike 
very  ground  that  he'  had  been  a  politician,  and  could  not 
exist  without  taking  a  share  in  politics.    After  a  variety  of 

*  ingenious  and  ludicrous  ob$ervati()£(9,  he  complimented  the 

1  opposition. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S88  THE  PAnuAKEyTiAmr  ^foittf||  -       [4diu 

<rpposifion,  and  said  that  with  diligence^  persefenuiee^andy 
he  h^ped,  Img  experientc  of  their  bnuness^  thqr  might 
acquu  themselves  very  well. 

Mr*  Wilberforcc  declared  that  it  was  matter  of  unaf- 
fected concern  to  him  t0  feci  himself  compelled  to  adopt  •• 
liae  of  conduct  that  night  which  might  wear  the  appear*, 
mice  of  a  disposition  to  oppose  the  new.govecnment.  No» 
thing,  he  could  truly  assure  the  House^  was  fai(ther  from 
his-  intention  or  wi$h.  -  On  the  contrary,  it  would  give 
him  pleasure  if  their  measures  should  be  such  aa  to  enable 
him  io  su{}|>ort  them.  But  the  present  question  was  one 
which,  in  his  judgment,  was  of  extreme  importance,  ami 
he  concciTcd  he  should  be  deserting  the  duties  of  the  tilist 
leposcd  in  him  if  he  did  not  give  the  motion  of  .his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Stanhope)  his  warmest  and  most  decided  sup- 
port.  He  must  likewise  declare,  th^t  nolwithatanding 
the  powerful  speeches  of  the  hon.  members  opposite  to  him, 
espedallj  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Jpox)  and  the 
noble  lord  (Lord  11.  Petty),  the  real  weight  of  argument^ 
the  plain  common  sense  of  the  question,  remained  unaf- 
fected by  all  the  efforts  of  their  doauence.  No  man  ad- 
mire^, more  than  himself,  thesplenoiid  talents  of  thexight 
hon.' gentleman  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Fox),  of  which  they 
had  that  night  witnessed  so  brilliant  a  display.  But  Ke 
^ust  say  that  it  was  a  speech  better  fitted  to  produce  ad- 
miration than  conviction.  Indeed  it  had  so  little  to  dp 
with  the  real  merits  of  the  question,  as  forcibly  to  bfiM 
"  to  his  mind  what  the  greatest  orator  of  antiquity  had  stated 
to  be  hb  own  practice  wheneyer  his  adversary  had  urged  an 
unanswerable  ofajectioh.  It  was  my  rule,  said  he^  to  pass 
it  over  ill  utter  silence  if  I  could ;  but  if  I  couUl  not  teii- 
deavoiued  to  cover  And  hide  the  real  point  tn  dispute,  bir 
a  variety  of  figures,  and  facts,  and  illustraUons,  and  dU 
the  apparatus  of  rhetoric.  The  right  hon.  geiMfc^an 
aeemedl  to-night  to  have  i^rictly  followed  that  precedent. 
.  In  truth  the  whole  of  the  arj^ument  of  those  who  had  op- 
posed the  question  consisted  in  tfe  common  fallacy  of  pusn- 
ing  things  to  extremes,  and  contending  that  a  position 
must  either  be  utterly  fisilse,  or  that  it  must  be  true  to  ihts 
utmost  extent  to  which  anpr  one  may  choose  to  push  it. 
Thus  because  we  do  not  object  to  fhechief  justice^s  having 
a  place  in  the  privy  council,  or  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  we  are  told  that  we  have  no  right  to  object  to  hi» 
hmg  made  a  member  of  his  Majesty's  executive  govern- 
ment* 
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utenU  ''This  natiiTally  IM  him  to  rematk  that  it  migtit  coii- 
ititute  a  siiffictcnt  dejection  to  Lord  EUcAborough's  adrtiis- 
«ion  into  the  cabinet,  that  his  judicial  office^  nnghf  well 
leqtiire  the  Entire  and  tindtsttaot^  time,  and  (alents,  and 
attention,  of  the  ablest  man,  and  therefore,  that  to  invest 
htm  with  a  nerV'bfHcr,  foreign  to  his  former  studies  and 
habits,  the  dtlWes  of  which  must  occupy  no  small  share  of 
hk  time  and  thought,  itould  be  in  fact  a' robbery  of  his 

Sdicial  sifnation'.  -  3-  ^^  ^^  the  privy  council,  or  in  i\i6 
ouse  of  Lordrf,  m7£5fit  without  injury  be  granted  as  a  de- 
c6tntl6h  €#  the  iudiciaDcharacter,  because  they  would  not 
UfelikcW'fAmdKQ^ny  emisidcrtible  claims  on  his  time  oi? 
talentSP  But'how  different  ^  thin*  was  it  to  make  him  a 
regiiljnf'^iAenAei'  of  'the*  executive"  administration,  and 
thetd^  to  irnder  ft  Iris  dlity  1o  watch  over  tlie  compli- 
eal^edlMerfitJ^  of  onfffreat  empire  throughout  its  whold 
MienKi  Wid  aftcri?rit>tne  dnik^  cares  of  government ! 

Batvol^ecfions  itiU  mofd  formidable  reifiaincd  behind* 
TfelBfiMisui^iS'had  atiiiect  ten,dency  to  destroy  tlie  indopen* 
deh<3e  of  fjic' jhd^.*  'The  imJ)ortance  '6f  maintaining  a 
strict  8rt)ar&tion*hi!twecntHd  executive  artd  jucficial  poi<er^ 
had  4^6  insisted  on  Hy  all  tlie  ablest  writers.  Here  thi;t 
jWkdjf^  •wdfr  directly  Situated.  To  what  end  Vere  all  tho 
UbWiiys  JJntoi4tions  by  which  the  independence  of  tlid 
jild^;bad  be^fn  secuted  in  this  country;  pr(*cnutiond 
^fc!i','c*tcfly  provided  at'flic  Revolution,  :«*cived  their 
WH^etio6'at  the  coitftaencemcrit  of  his  Majesty's  i^eignf 
iP'fhat  indejfendence  was  to  be  so  clearly  ii^vacled,  as  it 
ftifet^B^,  Vete'fhe  tJresent  arrati^ement  to  continue?  Cdu!dl 
fiF'bcraffirmda  that  u  jucke  wt)uld  not  b^  subject  to  the  in- 
itiaifceof'the  (^rdtvn,  ittft^  King  might  grant  to  him  or 
tfkedWayfjrbm*  him  at  'J)k*aiiife  a  place  tii  tho  executive 
^Tifthiment'of  the  cotthtry,  a  situation  whidi  the  hon. 
^MTiirtiKtL  opt)osit(5  to  him  would  be  the  liist  i6  deny  wad 
ra^jniprtme  wjdbt  of  desire  to  the  greatest  and  ablest  men 
tttafc  comnn\ttitf  ?  The  power  of  ambition  over  the  mosl 
rffe^-atM  minds  had  e^'cr  been  acknowledged,  and  cspeci* 
tklij^  irould  IbiD  gfatificatipn  of  it  be  likely  to  possess  charmai 
^rany  oriej'wHo,  Wtcf  a  chief  justiee  of  Knglan  J,  was  likely 
fd  fee  iilretidy  as  aftfuCnt  as  he  could  desire,  and  who  would 
imtiiriili^  thereforcr  be  liid  td  look  out  for  some  new  form  of 
enjoyment.  What  inconsistency  then  was  it  to  admit  (as 
nh  tSke  would  deny)  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  allow  the 
Crown  to  increase  the  sakry  of  the  Jud^^  but  vet  to  cou-^ 
'  Vol.  I.  1805-6,  P  p  *         tend 
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tend  tliat  the  King  might  at  pleasure  grant  or  take  away 
what  was  far  more  calculated  tbaa  any  difference  in  a  sa- 
lary necessarily  very  considerable,  to  influence  the  mind 
of  any  one  who  held  the  dignified  office  of  the  chief  justice 
of  England  ! 

It  constituted  another  most  powerful  objection,  nearly 
connected  with  the  last,  that  this  measure  tended  to  make 
the  judge  tck)  much  of  a  politician,  and  thereby  to  impair 
that  rigid  impartiality  in  the  administration  of  justice 
which  had  been  recognized  by  the  ablest  writers,  both  of 
our  own  and  other  countries,  as  the  rare  and  unequaUi^ 
excellency  of  the  British  constitution.  How  would  it  be 
]possible  for  a  minister  of  state  to  purge  his  mind  from  all 
political  prepossession  when  he  should  ascend  the  seat  of 
justice  ?  Suppose  i^artv  again  to  run  high  among  us,  and 
the  nation  to  be  divided  into  two  great  contending  factions, 
accusing  each  other  respectivelv  of  a  wbh  to  crush  the 
spirit  of  liberty  on  the  one  hand,  or  ,to  foment  sedition,  or 
iperhaps  rebellion,  on  the  other.  Suppose  the  fire-brand  ot 
the  day  brought  to  h  is  tr&l ,  while  the  eyes  of  all  tlic  country 
should  be  fixed  on  the  issue;  the  one  party  rcady.to  regard 
him  a3  a  rebel,  the  other  as  a  martyr^  If  the  judge  who 
\-*:is  to  try  this  man  should  be  a  member  of  government^ 
could  he  be  exempt  from  all  prejudices  against  him  ?  How 
would  such  a  judge  fulfil  his  character  of  being  counsel  for 
the  prisoner  ?  or  if  the  judge  should  be  an  ex-miAJnter,  asd 
consequently  in  opposition,  might  he  not  be  reasonably  pi:e-. 
sumeatovicw  his  prisoner  with  somewhat  of  a  partial  eye? 
Mr.Wilbcrforcebeggedthisargumentmightbetakenincou*- 
nection  with  the  doctrine  of  the  right  lion,  gentleman  oppo- 
site to  him,  concerning  party ;  a  doctrine,  which  if  he  did 
not  more  frequently  reprobate,  it  was  not  because  he  did  n^t 
feel  in  their  full  force  all  the  declarations  he  had  ever  mtbde 
of  the  manifold  evils  of  which,  in  his  judgment,  party 
spirit  was  productive.  But  supposing  even,  what,  how- 
ever, it  was  utterly  out  of  nature  to  suppose,  that  a  states- 
man-judge, placed  in  such  a  situation  as  that  which  he 
had  lately  described,  might  retain  a  strict  impartiality,  oC 
mind,  unbiassed  by  his  political  leanings  and  connqptions, 
would  he  be  generally  believed  to  be  impartial,  and  was  not 
the  general  estimation  in  which  the  administration  .of  jus- 
tice was  held  a  matter  of  extreme  importance  in  this  coun- 
try ?  It  luid  been  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  administratioo 
of  justice  among  us,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  mutual 
H  accuiatiQn& 
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accQsations  of  contending  parties,  it  had  never  been  even 
Mspected  for  many  years  of  being  tainted  by  any-  secret 
bias  from  political  regard  or  jpaity  connection.  There 
•was  perhaps  no  one  particular  m  our  whole  system  of  go-» 
Ternment  which  so  much  as  this  endeared  his  country  to 
cwjr' inhabitant  of  the  British  empire.  Here  was  the 
poor  man's  security,  dignity,  and  mdependence.  And 
surely  if  there  ever  was  a  time  when  we  should  guard  this 
▼alnable  distinction  with  more  than  common  care,  it  was 
the  present.  Now — ^when  the  heart  and  hand  of  every  man 
was  become  requisite  for  efibctually  resisting  our  inveterate 
enemy;  when  such  heavy  burthens  were  to  be  borne,  and 
such  great  sacrifices  to  bpijiadc,  surdy  it  was  in  the  highest 
degree  unwise  to  endanger  that  primary  excellency  of  the- 
British  constitution,  on  which  foreigners  had  pronounced 
such  high  eiiiogitfms,  and  which  was  the  object  of  warmest 
endearment  to  every  British  heart.— Mr.  Wilberforce  would 
next  ^rge  an  argument  which  appeared  to  him  to  possess 
great  weight,  though  it  had  not  been  hitherto  brought  for- 
ward: It  was  a  known  principle  in  our  constitution,  that 
the  ind^  were  only  removeableby  address  of  both  Houses 
of  ratham^t ;  consequently  thetwo  Houses  are,  ipsofactOy 
constituted  standing  superintendants  of  the  conduct  of  the 
judges.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of  this 
impoTtant  function,  that  they  should  not  be  much  mixed 
in  political  disputes,  or  connected  with  the  great  parties 
into  which  Parliament  is  divided?  But  if  a  judge  be 
Hiade  a  minister  of  state,  does  he  not  immediately  become 
connected  with  the  n(iinistry  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
object  of  hostility  to  the  opposition  ?  Will  not  the  former 
be  likely  in  all  but  extreme  cases  to  espouse  and  suppprt 
him  ?  Will  not  the  latter  be  likely  to  magnify  his  errors, 
to  catt  in  question  his  'professional  conduct  ?  and  it  may 
even  at  length  become  a  common  mode  of  opposition  to 
attack  the  ministry  through  the  medium  of  toe  judges. 
This  argnntent  also  Mr.  Wilberforce  begced  to  adoress 
particulaiiy  to  the  right  bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who 
carried  his  party  notions  'ptet^  far,  and  he  would  also 
again  ask)  how  would  all  these  accusations  and  recrimi"* 
nations  tend  to  weaken  in  the  minds  of  mankind  at  large 
tlie  idea  of  the  strict  impartiality  of  the  administration  of 
justice?  This  last  objection  likewise  tended  to  shew,  that, 
though  there  was  no  law  in  express  terms  forbidding  the  in., 
jbroduction  of  the  chief  justice  into  the  cabinet,  yet  that  it 
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vas,  fairly  speakings,  unconstitiiUoftal,  contrary  to  the  gc-r 
nius  and  spirit,  though  not  to  tbe  letter,  of  ourgoycrnmeai 
and  la>Vs.     Mr,  'W^ill>erfbrce^   at'  that  tite  hoiir,  woulc) 
not  consume  the  time  of  (he.  House  in  answcruig  the  argxi^ 
jnents  of  tlie  bon.  genil^mah  opj>6sit(^  to  hiin>  -vrbich  i{^-f 
deed  he  thought  had  ahre^y  rcice^vcd  a  snb&tautiat  repjy  r. 
One  or  two  oi  them  only,  he  woald  briefly  notice.    The 
measure  it  was  said  was  not  absolutely  unprecedented,  and 
thcexainple  of  Lord  Mansfield  ivas  aaduced|  who,  for  some 
years  after  he  commenced  bis  juidicial  office,  had  sat  in  ijfa 
<:abinet.  .He  tliaiiked  the  bpn*  geptleman  J^r  reminding 
Ihem  of  Lord  Mansfield,  far  it  was  pcifectly  notorious  that^ 
since  the  time  of  the  Revolution^  thore  never  had  been  a, 
yxdf^  who  was  more  suspected  of  being  actuated  b;y*  poli^ 
tical  preiudioe^,and  was  more  violeiitly  the  object  pf  party 
resentment  on  that  account.     This  fact  h«icl  long  been 
Jtnown:— now  it  was  accounted  for — ^he  hadlieca.^  member 
of  the  cabinet;  before  we  had  the  phenomena,  now  we 
have  the  explanation  of  them.     We  £nd  also,  in  a  cir-r 
cnms-tance  mentioned  by  an  hon.  friend  below  himi  the 
effect  on  Lord  Mansfidu  s  mind,  of  thus  mixin^tjie  cha^ 
racter  of  the  politician  with  that  of  the  judge,    Thprowas 
surely  a  manifest  impropriety,  from  wbicft  0^  Doiiod  cu 
every;  man  at  once  jrevoltcd^  ii^  his  trying  I^oid  Gcorgo 
(zordon  for  a  capital  offence, ;  the.  very  lomeiiter  of  the' 
riots,  in  which  the  judgjc  hinpiself  had  beei^  so  great  a  suf-^ 
fcrcr.    The  cpcplanation  was,  that  th^  habit -of  acting  as  a 
member  of  government,  aad  consequentl3r  of  takuig  hi^ 
flidea&a  party  man,  had,  destroyed  that  instinctive  delicacy, 
wiih  whicli  a  British  'jiju%e  ought  to  ^hr^ik  f rom^  every 
thing  which  might  in  ^ny  de^ee  bias  the  liinipaTtiafity  of 
his  mind.     Another  defrn.ce  had  been  uiged,  that  Uie  noblo 
judge  n^xight  withdraw  from  the  bench  on  awy  Ujif^  in  which 
government  sliould  be  in  any  way  (Concerned  j  a  whimsical 
mode  surely  of  proving  that  two  offices  wprq  con^patible 
with  each  other,  to  sa^,  tlmt  he  ^ight  divert,  himself  o£ 
pne  of  thfm.    Again  rt  was  affirrncd,  that  the  fiist  impres-. 
sion  ^{  people  out  of  doors,  which  was  confessed  to  be 
against  the  measure,  wa*  not  iijiely  to  last.     Tliese.  fu^st 
impressions,  Mr,  Wilherfprce  said,  were  often  t^e  fairest 
judgments  of  tie  mind,  and  the  process. by  which  they- 
were  afterwards  altered  was  commonly  the  lesuk  of  our  enr 
deavouring  to  evade  the  obligation  of  an  unwelcome  truth. 
lie  did  not,  for  his  part,  believe  tha^  the  gener^  disappro- 
bation 
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Jbation  of  the  preseht  measure  would  be  transient ;  on  the 
coBtniry,  the  more  tb«  me^ure. should  l^  considered,  the 
more  he  believed  it  would  be  ^Dondemned  by  ali  wlio  uador* 
«tood  and  valued  the  British  constitution  c  and  after  all^  as 
his  hon.  friend  below  had  asked,  for  what  adequate  end 
was  such  a  sacrifice  to  be  ma4e  ?  for  what  wore  we  to  break 
in  upon  the  &i)idafnental  principles  of  our  government) 
The  learned  gentlbitiau  op{)o)>ite  to  him  (Mr*  Bend)  had 
laid  great  stress  6rf  th6  personal  merits  of  Lord  £lIenbo« 
ItHigh.  Mt:  'Wilb^force  fcankljr  declared  he  was  in  iia 
degree  prompted  to  oppose  ihe  measui^  by  any  personal 
considerations  afibcting  thni  noble  lord;  on  tht^  coi^trajry, 
he  willingly  avowed  that  he  entertained  tho  highest  respect 
for  the  noble  l0fd*s  intellecUial  and  moral  qualificationsi 
find  believed  that  the  noblctflorrrs  sound  understanding^ 
legal  luiowl(Hk^e,  dauntlcsb  resolution,  and  firm  indepen- 
dence, wou la; render  Irim  a  valuable  acquisitioii  to  his 
Majesty's  cabinet.  But  t^s  question  was  not  to  turn  09 
the  meritft.of  any  particuW  individiial^  nor  were  «ucli 
fundamenlal  ^Inciples  as  were  here  at  stake  to  be  vlolatod 
for  any  temporary  oonVeniehce  of  party  arraRgement8# 
The  measure  afieipted  the  yc^y  vitals  of  the  constitution; 
jt  infringed  on  the  indepeittloncc  of  the  judges;  it  tended 
to  withdraw  their  time  and  lUou^hts  from  their  proper  bu« 
einess,  an4  te  make  them  politiciaiis  and  party  men ;  it 
tended  to*  prevent  the  impartial  superintendence  of  the  two 
Houses  over  the  conduct  o^.the  judges,  and  what  was 
perhaps  even  more  important  than  all  the  rest,  it  tended  to 
lessen  the  reverence,  and  weaken  the  attadiment,  of  the 
people  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  at  tlie 
very  time  when  the  circiAmstances  of  public 'affairs  were 
8uch  as  rather  to  call  for  every  effort  whiok  might  augment 
them.  On  the^e  grounds  he  felt  it  hfs  duty  to  resist  a 
measure  so  fundamentally  ])emicious,  and  to  give  bia 
warmest  support  to  the  resoltitions  which  had  been  moved 
by  his  hoii;.liiend. 

Mr.  Fox  explained^  and  said  be  never  made  the  slightest 
allusion  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  sentiments  on  the  sub- 
ject.   It  was  to.  his  oppdsUion  to  the  regency  bill  in  1765. 

The  House  dividl»L  For  Mt.  Spencer  Staclhop^s  motion 
65.  For  the  order  of  the  day  022.  Majority  137.  Ad- 
Jo^rncd  at  two  o'clock  ia  the  morning. 
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Lord  Carysfort  (Earl  of  Csurjsfbrt).  lUs  patent  of  csem* 
tion  baFin^  been  read  at  the  table^,  his  loidship  l^ook  the 
ocUhs  and  nis  seat. 

Lord  Eidon  delivered  his  opinion  at  some  length  respect-^ 
ing  the  appeal  from  Scotland,  ^^  Ogilvy  v.  the  Carroa  ^ 
Company ^^  after  whiofa  he  moTed  to  postpone  the  furtiiar 
consideration  of  it  till  Friday.     Ordered. 

Seyeral  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  brought  up 
the  qualification  indemnity  bill,  and  three  private  biUs^ 
which  were  read  a  first  time.  * 

IMPEACHMENT  WITNESSES  INDEMNITY  BILL, 

Zjord  Holland  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon  this 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  postponing  it.  Understanding^  he 
said,  from  what  passed  in  tne  House  in  oonsequenoe  of  the 
opinions  delivered  by  the  judges,  that  there  was  on  intea.* 
lion  of  framing  a  declaratory  act  as  to  what  the  law  really 
was  respecting  the  liability  of  tt  witness  to  answer  questions 
of  the  nature  stated  in  the  questions  referred  to  the  judges, 
he  did  not  wish  to  press  this  bill  at  the  present  moment. 
He  must  confess,  however,  that  he  had  not  any  very  saii^ 
guine  expectation  of  an  effectual  law  being  framol  upon 
this  subject,  and  therefore  he  did  not  like  to  let  go  his  biH 
altogether,  as,  in  case  the  noble  and  learned  lords  could  not 
agree  in  framing  a  declaratory  law  sufficient  (ot  the  pur« 
pose,  he  should  then  consider  it  necessary  to  press  on  their 
lordships*  eonsideradon  the  indemnity  bill,  which  it  woul^ 
in  that  case  be  expedient  to  pass.  lie  moved  to  dischaxgi^ 
the  order  iCbr  summoning  their  lordships,  and  to  lenew  H 
for  Friday. 

Ijord  Eldon  assured  the  noble  lord  that  his  noble  an^ 
learned  friend  on  the  woolsack  had  lost  no  time  in  preparing 
a  declaratory  bill,  which  the  difierence  of  opinion  amongst 
the  judges  had  rendered  necessary.  Hisnoble  and  learned 
friend  had  submitted  the  bill  to  bis  (Lord  Eldon^s)  consi« 
deration ;  and  he,  thinking  there  werp  several  objections  to 
it,  framed  another,  which,  however,  on  consideration,  be 
thought  was  more  objectionable  than  that  drawn'  by  his 
noble  and  learned  friend.  The  subject  was  involved  in  con« 
sideraible  difficulties,  and  he  had  great  doubts  whether  m 
bill  could  be  so  framed  as  to  prov.i(k  against  the  exceptions 
Which  necessarily  occurred  to  the  general  rule. 

The  Lord  Charicelhr  thought  there  would  be  little  diffi* 
«t4t^  in  frvnin«^  a  general  declaratory  law  upon  thf^  subject. 
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It  was  obvlou»'that  soiiie  mefttfure  was  neorssary ,  in  conse- 
^cnce^f  ilieopmiansdrfJvrret!  by  the  jtidcrcj,.  Had  the 
questions  arose  out  of  a  proceeding  by  writ  of  error  to  that 
Honse,  their  btdifeips  would  liare  had  to  decide  jndicially 
upon  ttelaw^  and  would  moti  probably  have  decided  accoro* 
iDgfotbe  epinionof  the  majority  of  tlie  judges ;  in  that  case, 
the  law  upon  the -subject  would  hare  bceh  settletl  ft>r  ever. 
ne  moA*,  however,  in  which  thcfie  questions  had  been  pu| 
tothe  jtH^ges,  and  the  ansAter  they  had  given,  rendered  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  resort  to  a  declaratory  law  upon  tK6 
subject^  whiclv.  wa«  tlie  only  method  of  prooeediag  they 
could  how  adopt.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  bill  which  he  bad 
Jhimed,  and  which  he  thought  would  answer  the  purpose, 
declaring  that  it  was,  and  ever  had  been  the  law,  that  a 
fitness  was  bound  to  answer  any  question,  altlunigh  such 
apsw^rmiglit  acknowlecjge,  or  tend  io  acknowledge  a  debt, 
<Mr  render  him  liable  to  a  civil  suit.  He.  was  aware,  how- 
rrer,  of  the  necessity  of  having  a  proviso,  with  respect  to 
the  exceptions  to  this  general  tide,  and  he  hoped  hisjiobla 
and  feartc^l  friend  (Lord  Bldon)  would  tak^  the  subject  into 
ills  consideration. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued  bettrc^eft  Lords  Holland 
EHon,  Auckland,  and  the  lord  diancelldr.  Lord  HollaiKl 
reminded  the  House  that  a  bill  upon  this  subject  was  alreacly 
before  theirlordships,  brought  in  by  a  noble  carl  (Stanhope), 
liOf d  ©don  condemned  altogether  the  principle  of  that  bill, 
l%c  lonf  chinceflor  expressed  a  wish  that  Lord  Eldon 
•fVouM,  at  a  f^rivatc  interview,  assist  him  in  adding  io  the 
bill  he  had  already  drawn  a  proper  proviso.  Lord  EUdon 
jaid,  if  his  noble  and  learned  fricixA  would  present  his  bill 
he  would  then  propose  a  proviso.  Lord  Hoftand  oliserved^ 
that  the  two  noble  jind  learned  lords  seemed  to  differ  widely 
trlth  respect  to  the  intended  bill,  and  the  noble  and  learned 
!ord  on  the  other  side  the  House  to  differ  from  himself.  H« 
thought  it  absolutelv  necessary  there  should  be  some  under- 
standing as  io  whether  such  a  bill  would  b^  brought  in  or 
not.  The  Lord  ChaUcellpr  undertook  to  present  a  bill  of 
that  description  to  the  House  a«  soon  as  he  had  had  a  pri- 
vate interview  on  the  siibject  with  his  noblo  aiid  learned 
friend  (liord  Elden). 

The  order  for  summonlngl  their  lordships  was  then  dis^ 
charged,  and  rcn,ewed  for  Friday-.   Adjourned. 

.    -  •         HOUSB 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  4. 

Lord  John  Townshead  and  another  member  took  thii 
baths  aad  their  seats-  -  , .  ,  - 

WOOLLEX   CLOTHlfeRS, 

Mr.  Wilberforce  presented  a  petition  from  certain  wool* 
len  clothiers  of  Yorkshire,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  ccrtaiil 
regalations  which  were  improper  and  inadequate  in  the  pre* 
lent  state  of  the  business  which  was  carried  on  by  the  pe? 
titioaers;  The  petition ,  Mr.  Wilberforce  observed,  wa< 
Bot  signed  by  a  very  great  number,  but  the  petitioners 
trere  a  very  respectable  body  of  men,  who  were  highly  de- 
serving of  the  atteation  of  the-Hoiisc.  Ordered  to  )i^  on 
the  table. 

•  Mr.  Peter  Moore  presented  a  petition  on  the  game  snb-s 
jectj  front  the  woollen  clothiers  of  York  and  Lancaster. 
He  hopedthatas  the  bonoorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wither-* 
force)  nad  said  a  few  words  in  favour  of  his  own  division^ 
he  would  also  say  something  in  favour  of  the'  p^titiort 
vrhich  he* held  in  his  hand;  This  petition  had  been  presented 
for  three  years  successively,  and  last  year  it  was  put  off 
upon  an  miderstaridriig  that  the  subject  was  io  be  seriously 
itivestigated  by  the  ministers.  -The  change,  however^ 
which  took  place,  had  prevented  the  desired  etfi*ct  from  this 
circumstance.  But,  however^  the  present  ministry  had 
agreed  to  take  the  affair  into  consideration,  and  he  was  now 
hufhorised  to  state,  that  this  petition  was  brought  forward 
trith  the  sanction  of  oiBce. 

iorrf  Temple  expressed*  the  wishes  of  ministers  to  afford 
every  facility  pessible  to  the  steps  that  might  be  taken  for 
t&fe  settling  of  this  business.  It  had  engaged  the  attention 
t>f  the  privy  council,  and  it  had  occurred  to  them  that  ano- 
ther bill  .should  be  brought  in  io  continue  the  suspension  of 
the  present  regulations,  with  a  view  to  bring  in  a  bill  as 
tooaa^  possible,  to  fix  the  proper  regulations.*  In  his  opi- 
nion one  bill  would  not  answer  the  pur\K)se.  He  thoujcht 
that  different  bills  would  be  requisite^  according  to  the  va- 
riouj^  points  to  be  settled. 

Mr.  H.  Lascelles  expressed  his  satirfactioni  at  ^hat  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord.  It  always  appeared  to  hun  that 
^e  tarious  points  embraced  in  thiii  business  could  not  be 
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properly  settled  without  the  authority  of  government,  and 
this  therefore  was  a  course  of  proceeding  which  he  had 
always  recommended.  He  was  doubtful,  however,  whether 
the  matter  could  be  finally  settled  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
jeAt  session.  There  were  a  great  vJiriety  of  points  to  be 
considered,  such  as  the*diftcrencc  in  the  quality  of  the  ar- 
ticles, the  machinery,  and  the  j^even  years  apprenticeship 
required  at  present  from  those  who  exercised  the  trade.  lie 
ySrovM  give  no  opinion  now  on  that  head,  but  he  hoped  that 
the  whole  would  he  minutely  examined  when  tlie  bills  camt 
to  a  committee.  The  woollen  clothiers  6f  York  had  not  as 
yet  been  heard  on  this  subject,  though  others  had  enjoyed 
that  advantage.  He  was  pirnestly  desirous  that  this  busi- 
ness might  be  so<hi  and  completely  settled. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord  Temple,  Mr.  Brooke,  ^and 
Mr.  Lascelles, 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  the  regular  mode  of  proceeding 
would  be,  to  refer  all  that  had  already  been  done  to  a  com-^ 
mittee  to  sit  above  stairs,  which  sliould  bring  in  bills  ac- 
cording to  the  variety  of  points,  and  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  as  they  should  judge  proper. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Moore  then  presented  a  petition  of  the  same  natufe, 
from  the  woollen  clothiers  of  Wilts,  Somerset,  and  Glou* 
cester,  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  Ossulston  gave  notice  that  he  woidd  the  next  day 
bring  forward  a  motion  relative  to  the  India  debt. 

SWEDISH    MERCHANTS. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  a  petition  from  Messrs.  Chatmers 
and  Cowie,  Swedish  merchants  under  the  following,  cir- 
cumstances :  when  a  committee  of  the  House  was  ap- 
pointed, during  the  late  scarcity,  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  high  price  of  provisions,  &c.  two  Swedish  mer- 
chants haa  appeared  before  that  committee,  and  undertook 
the  importation  of  a  large  quantity  of  herrings,  from  Swe- 
den, with  a  view  to  relieve,  in  some  measure,  the  distresses 
of  thte  people.  Under  the  sanction  of  the  committee  they 
sent  out  a  cutter  to  Gottenburgh  to  buy  up  the  herrings  be* 
fore  the  news  could  arrive,  which  might  have  raised  the 
price  of  herrings  in  Sweden.  A  great  quantity  was  pro- 
vided, and  in  this  situation  it  was  found  necessary  by  go- 
vernment, in  pursuance  of  a  more  pressing  policy,  to  lay 
Ml  enabargo  on  Swedish  vessels.    ^None  would  consequently 
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come  here  from  Sweden ;  and  though  the  mercfa&nts  had 
immediately  done  every  thing  in  Uieir  power  to  dispose  of 
the  Jierrings  to  the  best  advantage,  they  had  lost  no  less 
than  35,000/.  by  the  speculation.  Tbey  applied  to  the 
lords  of  the  treasury,  who  sent  the  matter  to  be  examined  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  customs.  It  had  afterwards  been 
before  a  committee  of  Parliament,  but  the  press  of  public 
business  prevented  a  report.  The  affair,  therefore,  must 
be  brought  forward  anew^  It  was  a  peculiarly  hard  case, 
and  deserved  the  attention  of  the  House.  The  petition  was 
then  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Babington  presented  a  petition  from  the  Sierra  f^eo^e' 
Company,  praying  for  aid.     Ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table. 

hOn»  .COLLiNGWQOD. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  that  Lord  CoUingwood's  an-r 
auity  bill  should  be  comii^ittcd  on  Friday,  which  was 
K^ce.i  to.  He  then  statefl  thot  his  Majesty,  having  heard 
of  the  circumstances  of  Lord  CoUingwood's  farafly,  was 
desirous  that  the  House  should  take  the  same  into  conside- 
ration. He  therefore  moved  that  the  House  should  the  next 
day  resolve  iti>elf  into  a  committee  upon  this  business* 
Ordered. 

The  secretary  at  war  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
marine  mutiny  bill.  It  was  read  a  sQqpnd  time^  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  the  next  day, 

LOED    MELVILLE's   IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  Whitbread  rose,  in  consequence  of  the  notice  he 
bad  before  given,  that  he  would  make  a  communication, 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  conduct  Ijord  Melville's 
impeachment.  He  had  now  the  honour  of  being  able  ^o 
make  this  communication,  and  to  state  that  fresh  and  im- 
portant matter  had  come  out  in  the  course  of  the  examina'- 
tions  which  the  committee,  in  compliance  ^nlh  its  duty, 
bad  carried  onl  This  matter  it  was  desirous  tp  lay  before 
the  House,  and  he  therefore  moved,  that  leave  be  granted 
to  the  committee  to 'make  a  farther  report  respecting  the  ad- 
ditional matter  which  they  had  discoverea.  Leave  was 
accordingly  given. 

Mr.  Whitbread  then  brought  up  the  report,  which  waqi 
handed  to  the  clerk,  and  orderea  to  be  read.  It  was  u^ 
substance  as  f<dlows : — 
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"  The  eommittee,  m  the  execution  of  the  duty  imposed 
Upon  them  by  that  House,  had  prepared'  several  articles  of 
impeachment,  which  had  been  reported  to  i\w.  House  and 
a^^reed  to.  The  commillee  had  since  that  time  applied 
tlieihsdves  i^ith  the  most  diligent  attention  to  the  examina-t 
lion  of  this  business,  and  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries 
had  procured  much  ne\^'  and  materi^il  information,  upon 
which  some  additional  article  or  articles  might  be  founded^ 
but  n'hich  they,  in  the  first  place,  wished  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  It  would  be  recollected,  that 
10,000/.  had  been  stated  to  be  due  from  Lord  Melville  to 
tlie  public  when  Mr.  Trotter  came  to  the  paymastership, 
in  January  1786.  How  this  h<id  come  about  could  not  be 
stated  in.  the  former  reports,  It  was  manifest  that  it  had 
happened,  however,  before- Mr.  Trotter  became  paymaster, 
and  as  Mr.  Douglas  had  been  the  po^'mastcr  during  Lord 
Melville's  first  treasurership,  the  committee  had  examined 
as  many  of  the  late  Mr.  Doujrlas's  books  as  they  could  find, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  obtain  some  light  on  this  tramsacn 
lion.  Marjy  of  them  had  been  found  in  the  possession  of 
his  widow,  and  upon*  the  examination  of  them,  some 
RMttier  had  come  out,  the  truth  of  which  they  had  alsQ 
learned  from  other  sources.  It  had  been  already  stated 
that  Lord  Melville  came  to  thetreasurership  in  1782.  On 
the  20th  x)f  August,  in  that  year,  Mr.  Douglas  had  been 
appointed  to  the  payraasterf-hip,  and  had  paid  1000/.  to 
Mr-  Drummond,  the  banker,  on  account  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville, but  as  this  was  a  private  transaction  it  was  only  no- 
ticed as  it  might  tend  to  throw  light  on  some  future  pro- 
ccedings.  Till  the  6th  of  November,  1789,  the  money 
issued  from  the  Exchequer  Was  paid  into  the  Bank.  From 
that  time  the  course  was  altered,  as  45,000/.  was  then 
issued  to  the  treasurer,  only  40,000/.  of  which  was  paid 
tnto  the  Bank.  The  other  5000/.  was  deposited  in  an  iron 
ehest  at  the  treasurer  s  office.  On  the  22d  of  the  same 
month  50,000/.  was  issued,  out  of  which  47,000/.  went  to 
tiieBank,  and  the  other  3000/.  was  placed  in  the  chest. 
In  the  following  December  f)3,0()0/.  was  issued,  of  which 
90,000/.  ^vas  sent  to  the  Bank,  and  3000/.  retained  in  the 
chest.  In  the  subseauent  January  5000/:  had  been  paid  on 
^count  of  Mr.  .tellicoe,  the  ex-treasurer,  so  that  the 
account  of  ratoey.  pai(J  into  the  chest  then  stood  as  follows : 
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1793— November  6fh  -  -  ^.5000 

November  22d  -  •  SOOO 

December      -  -  -  3000 

ISO*— January        .  -  .  6000 

Total  -  16,000.  . 
'^  This  was  the  snm  paid  into  the  chest  for  naval  jpnrposeSt 
B«t  it  appeared  that  of  this  sum  only  SOOO/.  had  been  ap* 
plied,  to  naval  services,  and  that  the  other  13,000/.  ha4 
fccca  given  by  the  paymaster  to  Lord  Melville,  on  his  re* 
peipts,  in  the  following  proportions : 

1802— November  11th       -      -      rf.     500 

^-^ —  12th       -      .  2000 

9^2(1        -      .  1000 

25ih      .      .  3000 

Docember  19th       -      ^  1000 

1803- ' •      •  ^00 

April  - —        -      -  2300 

Total  -  13,000. 
There  wa«,  thereTore,  nt  (he  beginning  of  1803,  a  defi- 
ciency in  Lord  Melville's  account  of  13,000?.  This  defi- 
ciency was  increased  to  23,000/.  by  a  payment  of  *10,000/. 
for  Mr.  Jellicoe,  which  had  been  given  to  Lord  Melville. 
In  April  1783,  the  then  sum  which  had  been  issued  for  the 
office,  was  8f>,000/.  and  that  at  the  Bank  for  this  purpose^ 
was  only  66,000/.  leavin;r  a  ddicicncy  of  23,000/.  In  this 
month,  however,  the  deficiency  was  rcthiced  by  payment* 
from  Mr.  Gray,  a  clerk  in  tlie  Navy  pay-office,  with  whom 
Lord  Melville  had  pecuniary  transactions,  and  from  the 
house  of  Messrs.  Muir  and  Atkinson.  These  payments 
amounted  to  15,()(X)/.  which  reduced  the  deficiency  to 
7000/.  The  report  proceeded  to  state  the  different  times  at 
which  this  sum  of  15,000/.  had  been  paid.  No  reduction 
of  the  7000/.  fook  place  till  1781,  when  there  was  an  at- 
tempt to  transfer  the  deficiency  from  the  one  treasurcrship 
to  the  other,  but  still  the  gross  amount  duo  to  the  public 
iras  7000/.  In  1784  this  deliciency  had  been  increased  to 
10,000/.  for  the  second  treasurcrship,  but  in  1785  it  had 
again  been  reduced  to  9000/.  But  1,600/.  had  been  still 
left  on  the  first  treasurership,  so  that  putting  the  deficiency 
of  9,060/.  for  the  second,  and  1,600/.  for  the  first,  together, 
<hcrewas  still  an  undbcharged  residue  of  10,600/.  The 
report  then  proceeded  to  state,  in  a  ^mmary  manner^  tiic 
fi  application 
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application  of  part  of  these  sums,  as  far  as  the  committee 
bad  beein  able  to  ascertain  this  point.  Part  had  been  paid 
to  Mr.  Drammond,  the  banker,  part  to  Mr.  Gray,  the 
clerk  above-mentioned,  and  the  10,000/.  paid  pn  account 
of  Mr.  JeUicoe,  had  been  advanced  by  way  of  loan  to 
Messrs.  Muir  and  Atkinson,  whose  circumstancei  at  that 
time  appeared  to  require  it.  This,  however,  had  been  dis- 
charged. The  committee  forbore  to  enter  into  minute 
details  as  to  several  small  sume,  as  thjey  had  not  been 
able  as  yet  to  find  sufficient  evidence  ^ejspecting-  them. 
JBut  thus  far  they  h^  thotight  proper  to  report  to  the 
House." 

The  leport,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbtead,  was  then 
/ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed.  Mr.  Whitr 
bread  observed,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  consider  it  a$ 
early  as  possible,  ajid  therefore  prpppsed  Friday  for  that 
purpose,  which  was  "agreed  to. 

AMERICAN    WOOL. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord  Temple,  explanatory  o( 
the  nature  of  the  bill  which  he  purposed  to  bring  in,  th« 
efiect  of  which  was  to  permit  the  exportation  of  wool  from 
6tir  own  American  colonies  to  Great  Britain,  in  Uie^same 
^ay  as  it  was  permitted  from  foreign  ports,  t)ie  Hpuse^  oi^ 
the  noble  lord's  motion,  went  into  a  committee  on  the  ex- 
portation of  wool  from  An^ericjt,  in  wliich  a  resolution  to 
that  effect  was  passed.  The  House  having  been  resumed, , 
the  report  was  received  and  agreed  to,  and  leave  given  to 
l;>ring  in  a  bill  accordingly. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord. Temple,  the  free  port  act  having 
been  entered  as  read,  Lord  Temple  moved,  that  the 
House  do  the  next  day  resolve  itselt  into  a  committee,  to 
consider  the  said  act.  The  object  which  he  had  in  view 
was,  to  extend  to  the  harbour  of  the  island  of  Tortola,  the 
privileges  and  permissions  which  belonged  to  the  other 
ports.     OrdercQ. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Philip  Stephens,  the  royal  marine 
bill  went  through  a  committee.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  supply ;  the  resolutions  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
pn  the  expiring  laws.  The  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and 
bills  ordered  accordingly. 
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On  tlie  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  tlie  accounts  presented 
to  the  House  l^  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  on  the  29tli  of  January 
la&t,  wiffc  ordered  tp  be  printed.    Adjourned; 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY^  MARCH    5. 

In  an  appeal  from  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  Macdbtiall 
t.  Bailey,  Mr.  Kriapp  was  heard  for  tlie  defendant,  after 
which  t£e  judgment  of  thd  court  of  King's  Bench  was  af- 
firmed, with  80/.  costs. 

Mir.  Fordvce,  surveyor-general  of  the  crown  lands,  prc-^ 
sented  the  tfiird  report  reswcting  the  land  revenue  of  the 
crown,  which  wte  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  qualification  indemnity  bill  was  read  a  second  time,* 
and  committed  for  the  next  day « 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 

WEDNESDAY,    MARCH  5. 

Mr.  C.  Hutchinson  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for. 
erecting  a  new  gaol  in  the  city  of  Cork.     . 

Mr.  rordyce  presented  at  Uie  bar  the  third  report  of  the 
surveyor-general  of  the  crown  lands,  according  to  the  pre« 
scriptions  of  an  act  of  Parliament*  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tables  and  to  be  printed. 

A  person  from  the  commissioners  of  the  Thames  naviga* 
tion,  presented  an  abstract  of  their  disbursements  for  the 
year  1805.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ALEXANDER   TROTTER,   ESQ. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  brought  up  a  report  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  manage  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Melville. 
The  report  was  read.  It  stated,  that  Alexander  Trotter, 
who  had  acted  as  paymaster,  &c,  to  Lord  Melville,  while 
treasurer  of  the  navy,  had  refused  to  answer  certain  ques- 
tions touching  the  said  office,  which  were  put  to  him  by  the 
said  committee.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  the  precedent  on  the 
journals  was  read,  which  refers  to  the  case  of  Nicholas 
Caxton,  solicitor  of  the  tr^easury,  who  had  refused  to  answer 
questions  before  a  committee  of  that  Ilouse^  in  the  year 
1742,  and  who,  for  such  refusal,  had  been  committed  to 
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Newgafe  by  order  oif  the  House.  Several  other  precedents^ 
of  a  similar  nature,  referring  (o  the  oases  of  Thomas  Heatif 
and  Robert  Hartey,  &c.  were  also  road.  These  ptvcedents 
being  entered  as/ead, 

]V&.  Whitbread  moved,  pursuant^  as  h9  stated,  io  in- 
ftiructions  from  the  cominitlec,  that  Alexander  Trotter 
should  be  committed  for  the  said  offence^  io  the  custody  of 
the-set^jeaiit  at  arras. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question,  that  Alexander  Davison 
should  be  committed,  &c.  which  produced  a  general 
laugh.  Upon  order  being  restored  the  question  was  cor*' 
lecUy  put. 

Sir  JV.  Elford  expressed  his  hope  that  tbe  House  would 
not  adopt  tlie  proposition  of  the  hon.  member,  and  Con- 
sent to  commit  Mr.  Trotter  for  reiusing  to  answer  the  ques- 
tions alluded  to,  upon  a  fair  consideration  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  that  refusal.  When  Mr.  ^Trotter  under- 
stood that  he  was  to  be  examined  before  this  committee,  be 
very  naturally  considered  the  propriety  of  declining  to 
answer  any  questions  which  might  have  the  efiect  of  cri- 
minatinff  himself,  or  exposing  himself  to  a  civil  ^uit.  Ac^ 
cordinghr  upon  questions  being  proposed,  which  appeared 
io  Mr.  1  rotter  to  have  that  tendency,  he  had  recourse  io 
the  advice  of  counsel,  and  this  advice  corresponded  with 
that  which -was  pronounced  law  by  several  of  the  judges  in 
another  place.  The  majority  of  the  judges  had,  he  was 
a^are,  declared  the  law  to  be  otherwise.  But  still  doubts 
existed  upon  the  question,^  namely,  whether  a  witness  was 
compellable  to  give  such  answer  to  any  question  as  migh^ 
subject  himself  to  a  civil  Action,  and  in  consequehce  of 
these  doubts  it  was  understood  that  a  declaratory  law  was 
deemed  necessary,  and  was  intended  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. Under  these  circumstances,  considering  the  differ- 
ence of  opinion  which  prevailed  upon  the  point  which  ap* 
plied  to  this  subject  even  among  the  judges, .  and  that  it 
was  not  yet  ascertained  >v hat  the  law  is,  but  that  on  the 
contrary  a  declaratory  law  was  in  contemplation,  which 
two  of  the  most  respectable  lay  lords  had  very  properly 
said  would  nxjuirc  the  most  maWe  deliberation,  he  trusted 
Jhc  House  would  not  visit  the  proposed  punishment  upon 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Trotter,  The  honourable  baronet  read 
theopinion  of  counsel  under  which  Mr.  Trotter  acted.  Thii 
opinion  was  signe<iby  Mr.  Serjeant  Shcplierd  and  Mr. 
Aiexander^  and  iu^ported  that  a  witness  was  not  cotnpeN 
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lable  to  answer  any  question,  the  efkd  of  wtiich  might 
jtie  to  subject  him  to  a  civil  suit.  With  all  those  consider 
ralioTis  in  view,  it  struck  hb  miiid,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
appear  in  the  same  light  to  the  House^  that  pending  the. 

gro«rress  of  the  bill,  which  was  now  in  the  other  Hoiise  of 
arUanient,  and  which  was  introduced  bj  the  honourable 
mover  himself,  it  would  be  more,  reasonable  and  jnst 
that  the  comraiitcc  should  suspend  their  inquiry  lipon  thi« 
part  of  the  case.  It  would,  indeed,  be  inconsistent  with 
the  grounds  upon  which  that  bill  prdfessed  to  rest  to  take  a 
different  course-— for  that  bill,  as  well  as  the  act  of  indem^ 
.  iiity'frdm  criminal  prosectitidns,  obviously  recognised  the 
principle  on  wliich  the  conduct  complained  of  in  Trotter 
Ivas  quite  justifiable.  From  these  considerations  he  roust 
ftoxy  that  to  commit  Trotter  into  custody  would  be  ah  act 
pf  oppression.  If  the  honourable  mover  would  Consent  id 
have  the  inquiries  of  the  committee  8ur>pended,  so  far  as 
Mr.  Trotter  was  concerned,  until  the  bill  before  the  other 
House  should  be  pasrsed  into  a  law,  the  refusal  of  Trotter 
to  answer  any  question  pat  to  him  by  the  committee  could 
not  be  excused,  and  upon  the  enactment  of  such  law,  he 
believed  that  Mr.  Trotter  would  not  be  inclined  to  makcf 
any  refusal. 

.  Mr.  Fox  said,  that  if  no  bill  of  indemnity  whatever 
had  passed,  or  was  passing,  through  parliament,  still  it 
would  be  extremely  wrong  in  the  House  to  take  th^  courser 
recommended  by  the  honourable  baronet,  and  refuse  to 
Sanction  the  conduct  of  its  committee.  Upoii  such  an 
application  as  that  under  discussion,  it  was  not  for  the 
House  to  consider  whether  Trotter  was  legally  compellable 
to  answer  certain  questions  which  might'have  been  put  to 
him  by  the  committee.  Now  it  should  be  taken  for  granted 
that  the  questions  proposed  to  him  were  correct — otherwise 
the  House  had  not  a  proper  confidence  in  its  committee^ 
What  was  the  case? — Why,  that  upon  the  tecomraenda- 
tjpn  of  this  committee,  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  indemnify 
Trotter  from  anv  civil  action  that  might  arise  out  Of  his 
answers  before  them,  although  the  opinion  of  many  law* 
ycrs  was,  that  he  was  compellable  to  answer  questions  of 
that  tcnucncy.  This  opinion,  which  prcvaileu  before  the 
biU  was  introduced,  was  since  strengthened  by  the  declara- 
tion of  a  great  majority  of  the  judges.  How  could  the 
Hbuse  then,  upon  a  question  so  circumstanced,  reconcile 
k  to  itself  to  delav  the  progress  of  this  great  prosecution, 
Vox^  1.  1805-6.  R  r  -  ai 
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as  the  hbh.  baronet  proposed  ?  Such  a  proceeding  ^ould 
bo,  in  fact,  to  withdraw  their  confidence  from  the  committoe^ 
and  to  imply  a  suspicion  that  that  confidence  had  b^ 
abused.  Coupling  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  baronet  for 
delay,  with  what  iiad  taken  place  last  year5  when  by  a 
mere  majority  the  cause  of  justice  had  txiiunpbed,  the  House 
could  not  be  unaware  of  the  object.  But  he  trusted  that 
the  House  would  not  sanction  the  disposition  that  was  ma* 
nifested  to  withhold  from  this  committee  the  degree  of  con- 
fidence tvhich  had  never  been  refused  to  any  committee 
upon  similar  occasions. 

Mr.  fFArtiffflfrf  observed,  that  if  the  motion  lie  had  in-* 
troduced  at  the  instance  of  the  committee,  should  not  be 
agreed  to,  the  House  had  better  withdraw  its  confidence 
from  that  committee  altogether.  It  was  impassible  for  him, 
consistently  with  his  duty,  to  state  at  present  what  pa&iird 
in  the  committee,  but  at  the  same  time  he  could  sriy,  that 
Mr.  Trotter  was  treated,  in  the  course  of  his  examination, 
with  the  utmost  possible  indulgence.  In  the  opinion  of 
many,  indeed,  among  whom  he  was  one,  that  indulgence 
had  been  often  pushed  too  far.  He  had  been  indemnified 
froip  all  criminal  prosecution,  and  it  was  proposed  to  in- 
demnify him  from  all  civil  actions.  He  had  ftequently  de- 
murred to  questions  which,  accordingto  tlie  declared  opinion 
of  eight  oftne  judges,  he  waslegally  compelled  to  answer,  and 
yet  time  was  given  him  deliberately  to  advise  with  counsel, 
&C.  The  hon.  member  disclaimed  the  intention  of  ofibring 
any  thing  with  a  view  to  extenuate  or  to  apologize  for  the 
conduct  of  the  committee.  Nor  did  he  mean  to  state  pre* 
cisely  the  questions  which  Mr.  Trotter  refused  to  answer ; 
but  he  could  state  in  substance,  that  they  were  of  such  a 
nature  as,  according  to  the  law  pronounced  by  the  four 
dissentient  judges,  he  could  not  bescreenctl  from  answering* 
The  hon.  member  repeated,  that  if  the  motion  before  the 
House  was  not  adopted,  the  committee  would  lie  placed  m 
fnich  a  situation,  that  it  would  be  better  to  withdraw  the 
confidence  of  the  House  from  them  altogether,  and  to  ap- 
point another  committee. 

Sir  W.  Elford  disclaimed  any  intention,  in  flic  observa- 
tions which  he  felt  it  his  duty  io  submit,  to  impeach  the 
integrity  of,  or  weaken  the  confidcncedue  to^  the  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wbitbread  declined  -to  go  to  the  extent  of  the  pre- 

cmlcots  which  the  Hou&e  had  heard  read,  and  which  com- 
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mittecl  the rrfractory  witnesses  to  Newgate?,  &c.  He  should 
only  move  that  the  scrjeant  at  arms  shall  attend  Mr.  Trotter 
before  the  committee,  wlienever  they  shall  ihiuk  proper  to 
examine  him. 
Agreed  to* 

DEFEXCE    OF  THE   COUNTRY. 

Mr*  Long9  seeing  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wind- 
hsi\n)  in  his  pLocc,  took  oqcasion  to  a^k  when  he  would  be 
ready  to  lay  before  the  House  his  plans  with  regard  to  the 
military  ?  The  reason  he  asked  this  question  was,  that  time 
was  very  pressing  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  which 
had  taken  place  m  the  progress  of  those  arrangements,  and 
psurticularly  in  Ireland,  to  which  the  opinion  of  the  right 
torvpurfible  gcijileman  was  known  to  be  adverse. 

Dr.  Laurence  rose  to  order,  conceiving  that  the  words  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  lead  to  a  debate  in  an  irrc* 

Sular  manner,  or  if  sufEeredto  go  abroad  unanswered,  be 
kely  to  produce  injurious  effects. 

The  Sjjeaker  conceived  the  right  hon.  gentleman  perfectly 
in  orden  • 

Mr,  Long  professed  that  his  object  was  to  state  the  reasons 
vhich  inducra  him  to  put  a  question  upon  a  subject  with' 
regard  to  whiqh  he  disclaimed  any  intention  to  produce  in- 
convenience to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  whom  it  was 
addr^scdy  but  to  obtain  some  satisfactory  information,  as 
to  arrangements,  in  the  proposition,  of  which,  he  trusted 
tliat  no  delay  wbuld  take  place  which  could  possiMy  be 
avoided.   . 

Mr.  Secretary  Windhum  allowed  that  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  was  perfectly  at  liberty  to  put  ibe  question  which  he 
had  done,  and  he,  on  his  part,  felt  himself  perfectly  at 
liberty  to  reply  or  not,  as  he  thought  proper-  On  a  pro- 
per oiccasion  he  should  not  feel  the  slightest  objection  to 
answer  such  a  question  :  but  the  hon.  geotleman  talked  of 
a  plan  to  be  submitted  by  him  (Mr.  Windham)  to  the 
House.  What  plan?  He  had  given  notice  of  none,  and 
it  was  therefore  irregular  to  mention  one  as  expected  from 
h|m.  He  would  certainlv  not  allow  himself  to  be  led  into 
a  premature  avowal  of  the  measures  that  might  be  in  the 
oootemplation  of  government^  by  any  question  that  curi- 
osity  might  dictate,  or  that  might  be  prompted  by  any 
views  to  excite  the  impatience  of  the  public,  which--* 

The  Speaker  here  observed,  that  it  was  as  nepessary  that 
Rr2  thp  , 
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the  answer  should  be  divested  of  extraneous  matter  a$  tiie 
question. 

-  Mr.  Windham  resumed.  It  was  pertain  that  the  dan- 
gerous state  of  the  country,  and  of  the  defence  of  thi 
country,  had  been,  as  they  must  l)e  supposed  unavoidably 
to  have  been,  a  chi^f  phgecl  of  jtttentkm  with  ministers  from 
tl^e  moment  they  entered  upon  office.  The  urgency  of  the 
case  was  most  strongly  felt,  and  so  were  also  the  difficulties, 
which  attended  tjie  attempt  to  answer  that  urgency.  Assu- 
redly no  unnecessary  delay  would  take  place,  biit  at  the  same 
time  government  nad  determined  not  to  bring  forward  any 
measure  without  its  having  previously  undergone  the  raosj 
ample  consideration  5  and  wijhout  fully  consulting  all  persons 
whose  opinions  oii  the  subject  could  be  deemed  of  import- 
jjince.  Ho  hoped,  however,  that  the  period  was  noiyery 
iiistant  when  a  decision  would  take  place,  and  wli(*n  the 
measures  in  contemplation  would  attain  a  maturity,  which 
would  justify  their  being  submitted  to  the  consideration  q£ 
the  liouse.  ' 

ADDITIONAL  FORCE  ACT. 

Mr.  Cnmurg  rose  to  inquire,  whether  the  notice  on  the 
book,  with  regard  to  the  re\)cal  of  the  additional  force  act, 
Vas  meant  tobe  followed  up  ?  The  right  hon.  gcntlema^ 
^Mr.  Sheridan)  who  gave  that  notijce,  was  not  then  in  bis 
place,  but  the  right  hon.^  gentleman  who  had  jnst  sat  down 
pould  no  doubt  "tell  whether  it  was  intended  that  the  act 
&I!u4ed  to  should  form  a  part  of  the  |Mroposed  military  ar- 
laugcmenls.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  stated  his  reason 
iox  putting  this  question,  that  while  any  suspense  pre* 
Vailed  as  io  the  intention  of  ministers,  this  act  could  not 
have  its  full, effect.  On  the  contrary,  as  his  Jion.  friend 
behind  him  had  stated,  it  had  ceased  already  to  operate-iii 
many  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr,  JVindham,  although  he  felt  that  he  ccmld  very  well 
decline,  at  present,  to  answer  this  question,  upon  the 
l^odnds  he  had  already  stated,  yet  he  had  no  hesitation  ia 
stating,  that  in  ainy  military  arrangements  which  he  might 
have  the  honourof  submitting  to  the  IIousc^  the  act  alluded 
ip  would  certainly  have  no  place. 

Lord  Ossulston  withdrew  hi$  notice  of  motion  with  re- 
^-ect  to  tbe  debts  of  the  India  Company  in  Englancl* 
'   jLord  Temple  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  further 

'  ''  '.  .  continuing 
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cantinuing  the  net  -which  suspended  tlie  operation  of  certaia 
Jaws  which  apply  to  the  woollen  trade. 

Mr.  Tierney  postponed,  tiU  Monday  next,  hb  nioiio^ 
relative  iq^the  election  treating  act,  which  stood  for  the  next 
day. 

IiORI>  COLTaKOWOOD. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  the  committal  of  the  CoHing- 
wood  annuity  bill. 

Colonel  Bastard  expressed  his  cordial  concurrence  in  the 
object  of  this  bill.  *  But  in  considering  the  rewards  about  to 
be  distributed  for  the  victory  of  Trafalgar,  he  begged  t6 
know  from  the  noble  lord,  whetlier  it  was  intended  to  mafcej 
any  particular  grant  to  the  tvldow  of  Captain  DufF,  who 
with  a  large  famijy  and  scarcely  any  means  of  subsisten^, 
hdd  to  lament  the  loss  of  her  husband  on  that  glorious  occa- 
sion ?  With  this  lady  he  had  not  the  honour  of  being  ac^ 
qnainted.  He  spoke  only  from  the  information  of  otTiers. 
But  he  hoped  that  she  and  her  family  would  Aot  be  left  tc^ 
subsist  on  the  ordinary  provision  allowed  to  the  ^vidows  of 
naval  captains. 

Lord  llenr^  R^ty  stated  tht^t  an  application  had  beei|L 
made  to  ministers  in  favour  of  the  widows  of  Captains 
Cooke  and  Doff^  and  that  subject  was  under  consideration. 
He  should  only  say,  that  it  was  not  u^ual  to  grant  to  th^ 
Widows  of  naval  captains  more  than  the  ordinary  allowance; 
but  he  wasnot  yet  prepared  to  give  a  decisive  answer  to  the 
hon.  gentleman's  question. 

The  House  resolved  into  the  committee,  and  clauses  were 
introduced  into  the  bill,  providing  that,  in  the  event  of 
Lord  Collingwood's  death,  1000/.  a  year  should  be  settkd 
iipon  Lady  Collingwood  during  life,  and  1000/.  a  year 
upon  his  daughters  during  their  natural  lives. 

The  House  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  to-morrow. 

INDIA. 

Mr.  Fox  requested  that  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Johnstone} 
vould  consent^  as  a  matter  of  personal  accommodation,  to 
postpone  till  Monday  next  his  notice  of  motion  which  sioo^ 
^r  the  next  day.  -' 

Mr.  Johnstone  felt  great  pleasure  in  accommodating  the 
right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Paull  gate  nodVe  of  a  motion  for  Friday  for  the 
production  of  three  or  four  more  papers  to  lay  the  grounds 
uf  an  additional  charge  against  Lord  Wellesicy. 

Lord 
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Lord  Temi^e  asked  ^'hether  it  was  the  intention  of  tbe 
lion,  gentleman  to  bring  forward  on  Friday  the  additional 
chiarge  be  alluded  to^  or  to  move  only  for  pajpers  ? 

Mi.  P«h11  leiAied,  that  he  meant  to  move  for  tilf*  papers^ 
end  tbcy  would  form  all  the  documents  he  thought  neces- 
sary upon  this  subject.  If  they  should  be  product  in  due 
lime,  he  gavf  notice  thai  he  would  in  the  course  of  the  first 
week  after  the  recess  bring  forward  lib  accusations  against 
jLord  Wellesley. 

Mr.  Ilijiey  Addington  begged  the  faon.  gentleman  to  de^ 
pctibe  the  nature  of  the  papers  to  which  his  intended  mo* 
iions  would  reter  ? 

Mr.  PauU  said  that  there  was  a  prince  in  India  entitled 
tl>e  Ilajah  of  3hurtpore^  with  respect  to  whom  the  hon. 
jtnember  was  proceeiung  to  make  some  remavks^  when  he 
was  called  to  order  -by 

The  Speaker,  who  directed  the  hon^  gentleman  to  ^nfin^ 
Jiimsejf  to  the  answer  required  of  him. 

Mr.  PauU  stated,  that  the  papers  he  meant  to  move  for 
related  to  the  conduct  of  Lord  Wellesley  towards  tiir 
pajoh  of  Bhurtpbrte. 

Lord  CasUerca^h  gaye  notice  of  a  motion  for  Friday,  for 
fbe  production  of  certain  papers,  to  shew  the  piro^ttss  an<|[ 
^cts  of  the  additional  force  act. 

ARM7   ESTIMATES. 

The  Secretary  at  War  presented  the  array  estimatesj 
whK'.h  the  right  honourable  gentleman  stated  to  be  formea 
on  the  samf  scale  precisely  with  those,  for  three  months^ 
which  had  been  voted  on  tbe  proposition  of  his  predecessor* 
The  estimates  which  he  had  now  the  honour  tq  present^ 
were  only  for  two  months,  and  he  hoped  that  much  before 
the  expiration  of  that  time^  hLs  Majesty's  ipinisters  would 
Iiavc  fully  matured,  and  parliament  finally  adppted,  a  plai| 
for  the  permanent  military  establishment  ot  the  year;  a 
plan  which,  he  trusted,  would  at  the  same  timp  theft  it 
augmented  and  strengthened  our  military  force^  reduce 
the  expence  of  our  military  department*  . 

'    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  (able,  and 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  gave  notice,  that  be  would  on 
Friday  move  the  estimates  in  the  committee  of  supply. 

Jjord  Casilereagh  took  occasion  to  stato,  that  the  motive 
e£  the  late  ministers  for  proposing  the  e^ttimates  for  only 
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three  months,  was  in  order  to  leave  their  successors  com- 
pletelj  unfettered.  '  He  was  enabled  to  say,  that  were  it 
not  for  that  consideration,  the  late  admin  istration  was  fidi/ 
prepared  at  the  time  to  bring  forward  a  plan  for  tfie  peroaa- 
nent  military  establishment  of  the  year. 
'  General  Tarleton  considered  the  estimates  laid  ob  thd 
table  to  hare  been  brought  forward  pro  forma;  and  was 
glad  to  hear  from  a  right  honourable  gentleman^  ta  the 
course  of  the  evening-^ — The  hon.  gentleman  was  proceed^ 
ing,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  in  a  biU  for  toe  further  contH 
Bnance  of  certain  revenue  acts  in  Ireland.  Read  a  fiisC 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

IMPORTATION   OF    WOOL. 

Lord  'Temple  moved  for  leave  io  bring  in  a  bill  to  alloi* 
the  importation  of  wool  from  the  British  coloaies  ia 
America.     On  the  motion  for  its  first  reading, 

Mr.  Harrison  eittertained  objections  %o  this  meastne, 
which  he  conceived  likely  U>  injure  the  landed  interest,  but 
he  would  reserve  the  ftill  statement  of  these  objections  ia  « 
future  stage.  Ia  the  mean  time  he  hoped  that  some  regu*. 
lations  should  be  introduced  into  it,  that  might  reudei*  it 
less  exceptionable.  It  struck  him,  that. if  the  unlimited, 
importation  of  wool  were  permitted,  the  effect  would  be  to 
discourage  the  growth  of  that  article  at  home,  by  placing 
the  landed  iatmst  at  the  discretion  of  the  manufacturer, 
who  would  upon  a  surplus,  in  consequence  of  the  impor* 
tatton,  be  at  liberty  to  oiScx  anv  price  they  pleased.  The 
importation  at  present  allowed  proceedecl  from  a  wish  to 
obtain  the  fine  wool  of  Spain  to  mix  with  cur  own.  But 
we  Iriid  no  want  of  the  coar/se  wool  of  America.  Indeed  he 
couki  not  concave  any  reason  for  this  bill.  We  had  no 
6caf€tfy  of  wodl  whatever,  and  therefore  the  bill  was,  on 
the  &M  of  it,  Hnnecessary,  and  he  much  -feared  its  effects 
w<nild  be  injurious. 

Lord  Temf)/e  called  to  the  recollectidn  of  the  House,  tljiai 
the  importation  of  wool  {torn,  the  Unitcil  States  of  America 
was  already  permitted,  and  the  only  •object  of  this  bill  was 
to  gr^nt  t<»  our  own  colonies  i)ie  same  advantage.  It  was 
his  intention  to  propose,  that  tiie  bill  should  be  printed,  and 
allow  fitll  time  tor  its  ^camination,  in  order  tnat  no.  alarm 
should  arise  from  ft  misunderstanding  of  its  provisions^  li 
k  sfaodd  appear  desirable  Xq  liout  the  continuance  of  the 
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bill,  heshoiiM  offer  no  objection  to  such  a  proposal ;  nrid 
if  J  hereafter,  it  should  be  fi>iind  disadvantageous  in  its  opC'* 
ration,  its  repeal  would  naturally  fbllotr. 

Mr.  Harrijfon  recommended  evefy  encouragement  to  the 
growth  of  wool,  lipon  the  same  principle  that  llie  legisla- 
ture encouraged  the  growth  of  corn.  He  advised  th'^  iu^ 
iroduction  of  a  clause  into  this  bill,  imposing  a  small  duty 
on  tht  wodl  imported,  as  tlie  best  means  of  asoertaiuing 
that  which  was  very  desirable,  namely,  the  quantity  of  the 
importation. 

The  motion  was  a^rwd  to. 

The  marine  mutiny  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
tead  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Lord  Temple  brought  in  a  bill  to  permit  the  importation 
6f  cprn  ijind  other  articles  to  our  foreign  garrisons. — Read  a 
first,  and  ordered  tt>  be  read  a  second  tiino. 

The  foreign  soldiers'  enlistment  and  ind(3flnity  bill,  wad 
committed  < 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mf.  Hnskisson,  the 
Secretary  at  War  stated  that  the  number  of  the  foreign 
froops  Li  our  service  was  before  settled  at  10,000,  they  now 
amounted  to  1S,(XX),  and  by  this  bill  it  was  proposed  tcf 
extend  (hem  to  16,000. 

The  house  resumed,  aud  the  report  was  ordered  to  hei 
brought  up  next  day. 

The  house  in  a  committee,  the  chairman  was  directed  to' 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  Majcstv  to 
permit  the  importation  of  certain  goods  into  Rhode  Har- 
Dour,  in  the  Island  of  Tortola,  for  a  time  to  be  limiied.  The 
Louse  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  the  next  day. 

In  a  committee  of  supply,  resolutions  were  adopted,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansiitart,  that  provision  shmild  be 
made  for  the  adjutants  and  subalterns  of  the  Englihh  mU 
litia  during  peace  ;  also  for  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the 
militia  of  Ireland  j  with  a  provision  for  the  adjutants,  &c/ 
during  peace,  fee.     Report  the  next  day. 

Lord  William  Russell  presented  a  petition  fr/mi  the  pro-* 
prictors  of  the  Surry  Iron  Railway. — Referred  to  a  select 
eommittee. 

Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  petition  from  certain  merchants, 
prayinrg  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  construct  a  pier  and 
harhour  at  Brighton. — R(*ferretl  to  a  select  committee. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  postponed,  and  ih^ 
loose  acljourncd* 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS^ 

THURSDAY,   MARCH  6. 

^  Lord  Ty^l>Yley3^  one  of  the  repn?sentative  peirsof  Ire- 
land, took  the  oaths  and  bis  scat.  , 

The  qualification  indemnity  bill  passed  through  a  com*- 
mittee  and  was  repotted. 
Mr.  Johnson^  from  the  ofiice  of  chief  F*cre^ry  for  Ireland, 

E resented  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  prisons  in  Ire-' 
Lud  for  the  year  1805;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tha 
taWe. 

Mr.  Ailnutt,  from  the  commissioners  of  Thames  navi-' 
gation,  presented  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disburse* 
ments  of  that  board  for  the  year  1805,  which  was  also  or-^^ 
dcred  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS; 

TirURSDAY,    MARCH  6. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Alderman  Combe,  the  St.  Septit^ 
chre's  workhouse  bill  was  read  H  third  time,  passed,  and 
ordered  to  be  carried  by  Mr.  Combe  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  Alderman  Combe  presented  a  petition  from  tlia^ 
proprietors  of  the  new  houses  west  of  Temple  Bar,  and  in 
Skinner-street,  Show  Hill^  stating  the  great  expcnc^  they" 
had  incurred^  smd  praying  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  autho- 
rizing them  to  dispose  of  their  property  by  way  of  lottery; 

Referred  to  a  committee. 

The  same  honourable  member  also  presented  a  petition 
from  certain  master  boot  and  shoemakers  in  London  and 
Westminster,  praying  for  leare  ta  brin^  in  a  bill  to  pre^ 
Tcnt  unlawful  oombinationa  among  *their  jounieymen. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  iabie. 

Mr.  SheUey  presented  a  petition  from  certain  proprietors 
of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  ArUn,  in  Sussex,  praying 
for  leave  to  bring  inabilttoimprovethe  navqpationof  that 
liver.    Refenea  to  a  cottmuttee. 

Mr.  Mainwarinff  presented  a  petitimi  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  buildu^g  a  bridge  over  the  Thames,  opposite 
fo  Yauxhali;  * 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  i^ned  for  Corff  Castle^ 
in  the  room  of  the  Right  iHonourabte  Natbanid  Bond^  who 
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since  bis  election  had  accepted  the  oflice  of  his  Majesty  V 
judge  advocate  generah 

MR.    TROTTER. 

Mr.  W/iithread  s^id^  tliat  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Trotter  be-, 
fore  the  committee  of  impeachment  that  day,  had  been 
such  as  justified  him  (Mr.  Whitbread)  in  tendering  a  pe- 
tition in  his  behalf  to  the  House.  Having  obtained  leave, 
he  accordingly  brought  up  a  "petition  from  Mr.  Trotter, 
stating  the  tact  of  his  having-beett  committed  byorder  of 
the  House,  for  refusing  to  answer  <jiiestions  |  hoping  that 
his  conduct  would  not  be  ascribed,  to  want  of  respect  to 
the  House,  but  to  regard  to  his  own  personal  security, 
in  consequence  of  the  advice  of  his  counsel ;  assuring  the 
House  that  since  the  declaration  of  their  sentiments  respect* 
ing  his  refusal,  he  was  most  anxious  to  attend  the  com- 
mittee, and  to  answer  every  question  that  might  be  put  to 
him  ;  expressing  deep  regret  for  Lis  refusal^  and  begging 
pardon  of  the  liouse,  "  '  * 

The  petition  being  read, 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved  that  Mr.  Trotter  be  called  to 
the  bar  in  order  to  his'  bein^  discharged.  This  being  or- 
dered, and  Mr.  Trotter  havmg  appeared  at  the  bar,  in  cus-^ 
tody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  the.  Speaker  addressed  hint 
in  the  following  words : — 

'^  Mr.  Alexander  Trotter,  a  select  committee  of  this^ 
House,  charged  with  the  Jiigh  and  important,  duty  of  pre*' 
paring  articles  of  impeachment  against  Henry  Lord  V  is-^ 
'  count  MelviUe,  having  reported  that  you  in  your  examine 
at  ion  before  that  committee  hadjcefused  to  give  evidence, 
this  House  did,  in  its  just  indignation,  order  you  to  b& 
Ikken  into  custody. 

^^  Your  example,  and  the  disgrace  and  imprisonment 
inflicted  on/;^ou,  are  a  warning  to  all  men^  tliat  resistance 
to  the  authority  of  this  .House  is  vain.  But  the  atonement 
YOU  have  made  this  day,  in  an  early  and  full  submission, 
having  induced  this  house  to  order  you  to  be  discliargod, 
jou  are  hereby  discharged^  paying  yomr  fees.'* 

The  report  of  the  commtteeot  the  preceding  day,  t>n 
the  situation  of  ^  Lord  GoUingwood's  family^  wm  brought 
tip  andagreedto^and,  on  the  motion  o£Lord  HenryPetty, 
it  was  ordered  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the*  committee, 
to  whom  Lord  CoUingwood'id  euinuity  bill  was  referted,  to 
introduce  prowions  agreeably  to  those  resolutions. 

Lord 
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Lord  Hearj  Petty  brouglit  in  the  bill  for  the  better  re- 
^latin^  the  oiHce  of  treasurer  of  the  ordnaace,  whicii  yf^s 
xead  a  first  time,  and  Qrdere4  to  be  read  a  second  time  tlie 
next  day. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  asked  if  any  additional  salary  had^ 
been  granted,  or  was  in  conterapktion  to  be  granted,  to  tlie 
persons  holding  the  office  in  question,  and  other  simihir 
x>i&ces,  in  consequence  of  the    reguktioos   now   intro* 
ducedi 

Lordilenry  Petty  said  tfaajt  oosuch  addition  had  been 
-made,  nor  was  he  aware  that  any  such  i^in  contemplatiou-. 

The  Irish  sugar  draw-t^^ck  bill  went  thrarugh  a  com- 
mittee, and  was  ordered  to  l>e  reported  the  next  day. 

The  reports  of  the  foreign  4roop5,  Greenland  whale- 
.fishery,  and  miUtia  subaltern  officers  bills,  were  brought 
up,  and  the  bills  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next 
day. 

The  Irish  duty  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  andorden^ 
io  be  committed  for  the  nei^t  day. 

The  marine  mutiny  biU  was  passed,  and  or(]Lered  to  be 
sent  to  the  lords.  ..      ' 

The  second  reading  of  thf  :corn  l^ill  was  ordered  for  the 
next  day.     Adjourn^. 

HOUSE  OF  LOUDS, 

FHIDAT^    MARCH  7. 

In  the  appeal  from  Scotland,  "  Ogilvie  t.  tlie'Carren 
Company,"  judgment  was  given  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
£ldon,  by  which  Hie  Interlocutors  of  the  Court  of  Session 
were  partly  affirmed,  and  partly  reirersed. 

In- the  Appeal  from  Scotland,  ^^  Crawford  v-  Coutts,** 
Lord*  Eldon  delivered  hisopinipn  at  considcmble  length,  ~ 
and  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideraticm  of  it 
till  Tuesday  next,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  qualification  indemniiy  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passedj'^tid  a  message  c/rderod  to  be  sent  to  the  Aouse 
of  Commons  to  acJquaint  them  tfi<6rewith,         * 

/     JDECLAnATORY  BILL, 

The  JLoi'd  Ckaticelkyry  quitting  the  woolsack,  observed 
to  their  locdsliip,'  that  in  consequence  of  tlie  opinions 
lately  dcliv^fied  in  that  house  by  the  judges,  upon  the  ques- 
tions referred  to  them,  he  had,  upon  consultation  with 
other  noble  hirds  who  had  great  es^perience  in  the  .law> 
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thought  it  Ills  duty  to  introduce  a  bill  declaratory  of  tlic 
law  respecting  the  compelling  of  witnesses  to  give  evidence. 
'A  difference  of  opinion  certidnly  prevailed'  among  the 
judges,  but  the  majority  was  sp  great  in  favour  of  the  affir- 
mative of  the  proposition  that  evidences  were  compellable, 
that  he  took  that  to  be  now  the  reco^ni^  principw  of  the 
law.  Of  the  eleven  judges  who  gave  their  opinion  in  the 
house,  seven  were  for  the  affirmative,  and  four  for  the  ncga- 
tive«  ^Vhen  the  judges  had  retired,  he  had  some  commu- 
nication with  a  noble  and  learned  lord  who  hiwl  latdy  oc- 
cupied the  bench  he  now  filled,  atid  also  with  another 
learned  lord  (t.ord  EUenblorough),  and  he  found  that  thejr 
concurred  iii  opinion '  itith  the  majority  of  the  judges. 
Such  was  also  his  own  opinion.  Upon  these  authorities, 
therefore,  he  had  framed  the  bill,  which  he  ^ould  now  pr^ 
sent  to  the  hoj^se  for  the  purjK)se  of  having  it  read  a  first 
.time-  .The  principle  of  it,  as  well  as  the  necessity  which 
occasioned  if,  would  cdifae  under  disctission  on  the  second 
reading,  when  he  onderistood  a  npWe  and  learned  lord  in- 
tended to  propose  introducing  a  jjr6vi»6  fnto  it.  For  the 
purpo^  ot  rcjnoving  all  objections'  to  the  bill,  he  had 
framed  it  as  ncarty  as  possible'  in"  the  words  of  the  opinion 
pfthe  majority  of  the  judges.         ,'....  .     ^' 

The  bill  was  tljcn  read  a,  first  tihie ';  and',  on  thc'itintioa 
pf  Lord  Eldon,  ordered  to  b^  priritcW. ' 

Lord  Eldor^  statfed^,  that 'IjC  had  prepared  a  clause  to 
save  thela\v  upon  thd  question.  He  had  ijo  doubts  himself 
upon  the  point ;  but  four  of  the"  jud^  having  stat^  that 
both  thfc  ncgallve  and  affirmative  of  tne  general  proposition 
admitted  of  many  exceptions,  he  thought' it  advisable  to 
engraft  a  proviso  lipon  the.  bill.  Whc^nhehadTemtercd 
it  as  iperfect  as  he  Nvas  capable  of  ms^hg'  it,  beSvOnld  sul)« 
initit  totheUoubC.     '  ^  '/ 

piPeiACi^MBXT.WIT^t^BSJCS  s>^nBi?iSfTY;  Blfcl.  ,,. 

Lord  lloUand  observed,  that  in  Iho  f^dutiae  of  llic'^va- 
rious  discussions  respecting  Ae  ^ubjept  involved- in  tl^s 
bin,  several  objections  had  been  made' to  the  bill  wbidi  he 
had  hitherto  forbore  to  notice,  but  on  which  ho  coald  not 
avoid  troubling  their  lordships  with  aftw^-yvord?^  before  he 
'moved  to  discharge  the  ord^  on  it:  Afie*^  Wviiig  a  shqrt  dc- 
iail  of  the  progress  of  the  indefhiiity  bJfl  broiigUt  in'  hit;  ses- 
sion, and  of  the.  Mil  now  before  the  ho^i.sc/to^tl^er  with  the 
ijncfitions  referred  to  the  judges,  and  their  opinions,  he  con- 
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tended,  that  the  present  bill  had  been  mistated  by  the  noble 
and  jearn^d  lord  (Eldon),  on  a  former  occasion,  to  be  an 
fix  pbstfacto  law,  neither  was  it  the  object  of  the  bill  to 
alter  the  law  as  already  existing*  Those  who  had  framed 
4he  bill  had  fjone  it  with  tlic  b^t  views  and  the  best  inten-- 
tions,  and  in  supporting  the  bill  in  that  h(fuse,  he  had  no 
other  object  than  that  complete  justice  should  be  done  in 
^becase  to  which  it  referred.  He  wished  their  lordships  to 
rkeep  in  mind  the  precise  grounds  on  which  th^  bill  stood ; 
if  a  witness  in  any  suit  in  a  court  of  law  was  interested,  he 
>in%lit  be  rendered  a  compet<»Bt  witness  by  means  of  a  re- 
lease ;  thepresent  bill  would  have  operated  as  a  release  to 
certain  witnesses  of  any  debte  whicn  might  be  duefroni 
them  to  the  crewu.  It  'w^  here  that,  according  .to  the 
law,  as  stated  by  a  ma^jority^of  the  judges,  and  as  about  to 
be  declared  by  the  bill  pret^ented  by  his  noble  and  learned 
-tfrieRdy  thata  witness  could  not  demur  to  a  question  on  the 
ground,  that  the  answer  would  render  him  liable  to.  a  civil 
action  for  a  debl^  but  the,  hji]\  J«^t  to  release  the  witnesses 
hi  the  case  mcntipned,  from  thpse  debts  which  could  serve 
,  ihcm  for  any  ground  of  demurrer.  He  should  not  press  the 
WU  upon  their  lordships'.atte^ition,"  now  that  a  declaratory 
act  had  heen  presentea,  but  should  only  observe,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  He  bad  stated,  that  the  bill' was  sanctioned  by 
precedents,  respecting  whtph  he  would  ^content  himsdlf 
with  referring  their  lordships  to  Viiier's  Abridgement,  and 
Mr.  Cowpcr's^  licpor<«.  There  was^  however,  one  objec- 
tioa  to  the  bill  which  ^c  had  not  heard  stated  in  that  house, 
)but  which  had.  grcjtt  .weight  in  his  mind,  which  Tftis,  that 
.  tliCiadvantagesoi^^itjtobe,aU,ained,by  it,  ought  not  to  be 
purchased  by  giving  up  anj'  iumsof  money  which  might 
,  eventually  turn  put  to  OQ  d^o  to  the  public  from  aiiy  per- 
sons whom  it  was  the  object  of  the  bill  to  indetnnify.  He 
concluded  by  moving  to  discharge  the  order  for -summon- 
ing their  lorasfiips'fSr  thatd;ry,'Observiiig,*  that  he  should 
fix  no  other  4ay  for  Uie  «ecoad.  reading  ;  not,  however, 

giving  it  up  mtpgethc^r,  until  something  definitive  was 
one  resjjccting  the  proposed  declaratory  law. 
Lord  Eldpn  sa^id,  he  still  maintained  his  former  opinion 
ivith  respect  tp  this  bill.  As  to  the  analogy  stated  by  the 
poble  lord  in  the  cose  of  releasing  a  witness,  it  did  not  ap- 
ply to  the  bill,  there  being  no  such  tiling  known  in  a  court 
of  law  as  releasing  a  witness  in  the  event  of  his  makinir  a 
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full  and  fair  disclofiure :  the  release  must  be  imconditionali 
or  eke  it  was  a  nullity. — The  order  was  discharged. 
Adjdujmed  till  Monday^ 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  7. 

The  Shelrtfis  of  London  presmted  ^  a  petition  from  the 
liord  Mayor,  Aldjermen  and  Common  Council. of  LoiKiony 
praying  that  the  lale  mcIb  respecting  .tfete  London  free 
market  for  coak,  might  be  amended^  and  the  provisions 
enlarged.^^Referied  to  a  Committee. 

Sir  Jacob  Astley  presented  a  petition  from  the  maltsters 
of  Norwich,  praying  £Mr  •an  alteration  in  the  laf  e  r^ula<» 
lions  respecting  their  .trade. -^Oitlered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition,  was  presented  front  tiie  boot  and  shoemakers 
of  Sunderland  against  thetiaipioper  combinations  in  thai 
busioess^-^^rdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

NABOB  oiy^RCOT*^  DEBTS^^ 

Mr.  /ro£Aoa<.f 6  presented^  petition  from  pertain  credi" 
tors  of  the  late  Nabob  of  Arcot^  prayipg  that  the  powers  of 
tiie  commission  lor  examining  into  th^  claims  smouid  be 
enlarged.  lie  stated  ttiat  U  had  been  fqund  necessary/to 
refer  the  claims  to  the  arbitration  of  a  parliamentary  com* 
mis^on,  and  that  it  had  been  understood  Jj^at  if  they  found 
theif  powers  deiiciei^t  th^y  w^re  to  appw  to  parliament. 
Tills  had  turned  out  to  be  the  ease,  aiid  therefore  it  was 
nowjudg^  requjjiitc^  to  come  t^  this  Hcus^  to  obtain  fuller 
powers,. especially  the. .right,  of  c^aiimAng-on  <oath,  while 
the  penalty  of  perjury  ifiould  attach  to  those  who  did  not 
adhere  to^  the?  truth*      ^      .      .,.>'..* 

Jlfr.  WhUshed  ICeene  opposed  the  motion  tOn  the  ground 
that  man^  of  the  claims  were  of  such  ^  .nature  that  the 
Commissioners  could  not  decide  on.  their  inerits,  and  that 
it  was  improper  to  grant  powers  to  a  commission  to  examine 
iuto  a  subJQCt  which  it  could  aoiunderstan'd. 

Mr.  Grant  obaervidy  that  the  East  India  Company  bsfd 
no  objection  to  the  motion.  Their  wish  was  that  this  bu? 
siness  should  be  settled  by  persons  who  should  hare  every 
facility  fur  doing  what  was  fit  and  proper.  It  was' right 
that  application  ioft  this  purpose  should  be  taiadd  to  the 
House,  an4  they  had  no  desire  to  oppose  the  |>r(^nt  claini 
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for  farther  povery. — Tl^e  petitiaa  was  thm  refiH^ed  to>  a 
committee. 

Lord  H^nrf  Pettj  presented  the  annual  petitions  for  aid 
from  the  Orphan  House^  the  House  of  Industry,  and  ^ye^ 
lul  other  charitable  institutioiis. in  Ireland.  . 

trOLtTNTEERS. 

Mr.  Wbitbread  moved^  that  thojorder  respecting  a  re^ 
turn  of  the  effective  strength|  &c.  of  the  volunteers  should 
be  rescinded.  This  being  done^  he  moved  an:  order  nearly 
to  the  same  effect,  which  was^  that  there  should  be  laid 
before  the  House  the  returns,  or  copies  of  the  returns,  from 
tiie  Inspecting  Field  Officers,  of  the  effective  strength  ci 
the  difierent  V  oluotoer  Corps,  their  state  of  discipline  and 
genemi  fitness  for  service,  &q;  io  the  latest  period. — Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Fydell  moved,  that  the  former  order  respecting  the 
importation  of  wool  should  be  discharged  ;  and  that  ano- 
ther should  be  substituted  in  its  stead,  calling  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  wool  .imporhsd  for  the  last  ten  years,  distin* 
faisl{i^  the  Spanish. 'wool,  and  the  different  countries 
'om  which  the  importations  were  made*. — ^Agreed  to. 
Mr.  Alderman  Prinsep  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  ho 
would  moVe  for  the  production  of  the  port  lists  of  the  dif-- 
ferent  settJbmonls  .m  jsidiia,  as  far  as  they  respected  the^ 
tradk;  of  that  coumtry  with  Europe  and  America. 

Mr.  WUtsfaed  Keeue' moved  for  copies  of  the  Co- 
venants of  the  East  India  Company  'with  its  servants,  and 
the  orders  transmitted  to  the  same  respecting  loans  to- 
the  princes  of  India,  and  the  natives  thereof. — Agreed 

ADDltlO)^ At  FOJaCE  ACT. 

I 

Lord  Castlereagh  rose  to  make  his  promised  motions  re«^ 
tative  to  the  effects  of  the  additional  force  act.  He  felt  it 
ttrinecessayy  io  make  any  observations  on  this  point,  as  he 
understood  that  no  opposition  would  be  made.  He  then 
moved, 

1st.  For  an  abstract  of  the  number  of  men  raised  under 
the  additional  focce  act>  distinguishing  those  raised  by  pa-r 
rish  officers^  and  stating  the  total  numbers  raised  in  eaclL 
week,  and  the  weekly  numbers  for  Scotland  and  Ireland 
vespecUvdv.  , 

Mr.  Qiitt  observed),  ths^  a  return  to  that  effect  had 
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been  lafcly  mode^  and  that  there  iras  no  uM  for  this  mo^ 
tion. 

Lord  Castlcrcagh  replied,  that  the  return  alRid^  to  was 
st>  partrcnlaxTy  detJiiled,  that  it  cimld  not  be  so  coni^wii-i' 
ently  examined*    lie  moved  for  an  abstract. 

2d,  For  an  abstract  of  the  numbers  of  men  raised  by 
rach  county,  thcdeficieneiesof  each  county,  the  penalties 
ineurred  and  paid,-  and  those  that  inere  as  yet  unaccounted 
Ibr. 

3d,  For  n  copy  of  the  ciretdar  letter  of  the  I6th  of  Sep- 
leraber,  1805',  and  the  report  made  iir  consequence. 

4th,  For  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  serrctary  of  8tate>  to 
the  inspecting  feld  officers,  of  the  Sist  of  December,  1805, 
with  toe  inclosed  instructions. 

5th,  For  copies  of  the  letters  of  the  inspecting  field  of-' 
ficcrs,  stating  the  proceedings  in  consi'quencc  of  tlie  above. 

6tb,  For  a  return  of  the  total  number  of  men  raised  by 
the  ordiitary  recruiting,  from  the  1st  of  January,  J-HOl. 

7th,  For  a  return  of  thase  raised  for  general  service^ 
during  the  same  ]x^riod  ;  and  from  what  sources. 

8th,  For  a  return  of  the  effective  strength  of  the  infantry 
and  cavalry,  abroad  and  at  home,  from  January,  1801,  to 
January,  1806. 

0th,  For  a  similar  return  respecting  the  artillery. 

lOlh,  For  a  rcttini  of  those  ^vho  enlisted  for  the  artillery 
since  IbOl. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  had  no  objection  to  thtec  motions,  but 
hogged  leavc^to  add  another,  calling  for  an  account  of  all* 
the  penalties  incurred  by  the  parishes,  distinguishing  the 
times  of  assessment  and  those  of  payment,  &c.  &c.* 

Lord  Castlcrcagh  observed  that  this  was  included  in.  his 
motions. 

Lord  Ilcury  Petty  replied  that  it  was  not  included  as 
concisely  and  directly  as  was  necessary. 

All  the  motions  were  thou  agreinl  to. 

liord  Osjmlston  postponed  his  niDlion  for  papers  rrspc^ct- 
ing  the  India  debt,  till  Monday. 

liORD  Melville's  impbachmentv 

.  On  Mr.  Whitbrcad*s  motion,  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  furtlier  consideration  of  the  rei>orl  made  by  the  com- 
mittee of  impeachment,  was  read* 

Mr.  Whitbread  expressed  his  unwillingness,  and  honied 
there  would  bo  no  necessity,  to  occupy  much  of  the  time  of 
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the  House  in  persuading  them  to  agree  to  the  motion  which 
he  should  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  them.  At  the 
same  time,  although  the  report  recently  presented  by  the 
committee  of  imi>eachment  had  been  accurately  and  ex- 
plicitly drawn  up  by  a  very  able  and  learned  member  of 
the  committee,  wRom  he  then  saw  in  his  place,  it  would  be 
expedient  to  say  a  tew  word^  on  the  i>alure  of  the  facts 
which  had  served  as  its  basis,  and  on  the  motives  which  had 
induced  the  committee  to  proceed  as  they  had  done.  It 
was  impossible  for  a  moment  to  suppose,  that  the  informa- 
tion which  had  been  obtained  by  the  committee,  and  which 
was  not  contained  in  their  report^  ought  to  have  been 
withheld  from  the  House  or  the  public ;  and  it  was  as  im- 
posbible.lhat  it  could  be  brought  forward  in  any  other 
shape  than  that  in  which  it  haa  been  adduced,     xke  rc- 

g>rt  contained  new«  and  very  material  facts,  coupled  with 
cts  of  which  the  House  and  the  country  were  already  ap- 
prised, and  formjing.a  new  subject  of  crimination  against 
jjoid*  Melville,  which  went  to.  an  exteiit  far  beyond  what 
had  been  originally  conceived.  If  appeared  by  the  report, 
that  Lord  MelviUe^^uring.Uis  first  tre^isurcrsliip,  and  at 
tbctimeiwbeaMr^.Pbuglas  was  jhis  paymaster,  not  only 
]XMse$sed  himself  of  tl^;  10*000/.  pf  which  the  House  was 
already  aware,  and  which  the  noble  lord's  own  confession 
sufficiently  proved,  but  previously  to  Jiis  going  out  of  of- 
fice possessed  himself. pr  divers  qifi^t.\cr;y  considerable 
suras  of  the  public  money.     He  "went  oiif  of  pffice  very 

deeply  in  debt  to  the  public,, ai^d  ?ftcr\vfirds  hacJ  the; 

courage  he  wouW  call  if,  to  possess  himself  of  ^n  addi- 
tional sum  (n  ieii  thousand*  pounds>  for  his  own'  jyrivate 
purposes  ;  and  of  which,  ,as  had  been  uidisputably  proved, 
jiot  a  guinea  was  applied  to  (he  service  of  the  navy.  Lord 
Melville  was  a  great  public  debtor  all  the  time  he  was  out 
of  effice ;  he  was  a  great  public  debtor  when  he  returned 
to  office  ;  and  on  his  return  he  trnm^diatcly  tool^  means  to 
increase  that  debt.-  Lprd  Melville  was  a  debtor  to  the  pub- 
Up  a^  the,  very  time  v/hen  he  himself  introduced  ijito  that 
Hbusc  a  bill  for  the  better  regulatibri  of  .the  liavy  office. 
All  this  indeed  might  be  brought  under  the  first  article  of 
the  impeaobmeoA^dieBdy  preferred,  were  it  possible  that 
ihe^MkwS^if^  cpuld  gpnsejit  to  run  the  least  risk  of  seeing 
the  otgect  wjiich  ha|i  heen  entrusted  to  their  management  \)y 
the  House,  defeated  by  any  informality  Besides,  it  was 
more  4ecorous,  and  more  feir  to  the  defendant,  not  to 
bring  forward  any  charge  under  those  articles,  which  was 
yoL.  I.  1803-6.  Tt  got 
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not  in  the  cpntemplation  of  the  committee  at  the  time  when 
they  Tvcre  oriffijiatly-  framed.  For  all  these  reasoas,'  thd 
committee  hacf  thought  proper  16  make  the  new  maiter  that 
had  been  discovered  by  them,  the  subject  of  a  new 'article, 
of  charged  There  wtfk  oAe  point,  oa  which  it  rai^hi  per« 
haps  be  necessary  to  obviate  objection.  Lord  MelviUe  nad 
pot  in  a  reply  to  t|ie  former  articles ;  and  it  had  been  fiaic) 
on  very  good  authority,  it  had  even  been  suggested  to  hiiu 
by  the  right  hon*  gentWiium  in  the  chair,  tivai  in  the  whol^ 
history  <»  pttiUamenUiT  proceedings,  not  an  instrcncc  ha4 
occdrredj  in  which  fttm  articles  of  impeachment  h^d  been 
preferred,  after  the  answer  to  any  former  onei»  had  b^en  put 
in  by  the  defendant.  TMs  want  of  precedent,  however,  did 
not  appear  to  him  in  the  digfatest  degree  16  prevent  the 
JFTonsefirom  following  that  course  which  to  (hem  should  ap** 
pear  (he  most  fit,  and  establishing  a  precedent  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  If  this  were  not  done,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  bf  aoyfutur^  public  defendant  to  put  in  his  reuly  im« 
mediatdy  after  Ae  gencarul  accusation  had  been  maae,  and 
thus  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  proseeutioii^  and  destroy  t)ie 
power  of  the  House.  With  nrgard  to  any 'observations  that 
might  be  miide  on  iho  delay  whidh  had.  taken  plaoo  in 
brinfi:tng  forward  thio  fro?h  matter  of  charge  hehadtosay^ 
that  the  comnaitlee  sat  ev^ery  day,  ftom  the  nuiment  of  thair 
1  appointment  to  the  pmrogation  of  parlianteiii ;  that  .the 
papers  on  which  this  charge  was  founded,  came  into  their 
possession  dnly  I wd'hourg  before  the  prorogation ;  that  the 
committee  6oiild  not  fivaH  themselves  of  them  iintil  ParUa«* 
ment  ii^Th  tiiei ;  th»t  Lord  Melville  had  -pot  in  his  answer 
to  the  former  articli^  of  i.iipeachmcnt  on  thesncond  day  oC. 
theVssion  ;  nndthat  it  was  not  po^te  fiMr  them  with  all- 
their  dilig^nct",  insueh  a  complioatod  busineaB,  and  on^' 
which  required  the  titteadance  of  petsons' from  various 
pails' ef. the  cHtfnti^jr  te  witness*^,  -to  be  more  early  in. 
making  fh^^ir  repoirt;.  He  had  the  satisfactioif  now  to.in«*. 
form  itfip  House,  that  as  «>on  as  Lord  Melville  had  put'  in 
his  aAswer  to  (he  new  article  which  it  was  proposed  to  pre* 
ier,"  the  managers  of  the  impeachment  were  ready  to  so  to 
trial  on  theeai^liest  dny  that  their  Idrdshios  might  Slink 
proper  to  appoint.  He  therefore  moved,  Chat  theicoimmittee 
appointed  to  draw  up  articles  of  impeabhracnt  agunst 
Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville,  do  prepiarea  WW  article  of 
imp;^»climent  on  the  matter  contained  in  their  la^t  report, 
and  Y^vori  the  same  to  the  House.    Ordeved . 

After' 
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After  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutes,  during  ivhich  a  message 
iras  i^ceived  from  the  Lords^  acquainting  the  House  that 
their  lotdships  had  agreed  to  the  quali&^tioii  indemnity 
bill, 

Mr.  Whitbread  brought  up  a  report,  whi<;h  iiras  read, 
and  iThich  Was  neaily  lu  follows : 

"  The  committee  appcnnted  tp  draw  up  the  articles  of 
impeachment  against  Ilenry  Lord  Viscount  Melvilloi  and 
-w^o  were  ordered  to  prepare  a  new  article,  have,  in  pur* 
suance  to  the  said  order,  preparp4^tWif€^Iowiiig9  >po,.b6 
added  to  the  others,  accusmg  theii^iii^  Henry  Iior4  Vis- 
count Mc'lrille  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors :— ? 

"  Article  10.  That  the  said  HeUfy  Lord  Viscount  Mel- 
yille,  afier  his  Majesty,  by  his  liters  pateijt^  datcjd  August 
— ,  I78S,  hadappointedhimtr^a^ltrerof  thenaYy^;cUaat 
divers  days  nnd  times  take  and  ^eceive.from  the  moneys  de- 
livered to  him  as  treasurer  of  the^iiavy,.diVers  large  suipsj 
araoufiting  to  S7,000/.  orthercaboutsi^tanddid  fraudulently 
and  illegally  divert  the  same  to  other,  pur j^ses^aa  to  the 
BJkval  services  of  Great  Britain,  to  which  alone  th(^y  oug^t 
to  h^ve  been  applied ;  and  that  the  snid  Henry  j(^d  %)&* 
count  Melville  did  continue  the  said  fraudulent  and  IQegal 
practices,  afler  the  passing  of  the  act  for  the  better  regma- 
tion  of  the  office  of  treasure*. of  the  navy." 

Mr.  Whitbuead'  moved,  that  thia  report  be  taken  into 
further  consideration  on  Monday* 

Mr.  Perceoat  h\i  himself  unable  at  the  moment,  to 
make  up  his  wajad  on  the  strict  l^ality  of  this  measure* 
He  gave  the  committee  t  he  greatest  credit  for  their  exertions, 
but  it  had  occurted  to  him,  and  he  thought  it  might  be 
useful  to  suggest  io^  the  committee,  that  even  were  tb^ 
Hous6  to  vote  thia  addUionsd  article  of  impeachment,  cej:- 
tainly  contrary  to  precedent,  and  probably  objectionable 
in  some  other  respects,  it  might  meet  with  coosiderable 
obstruction  and  opposition  in  another  place. 

Mr.  Widtbredd  allowed,  that  the  Lords  n}i|^t  possibly 
object  to  this  article,  as  not  having  received  ubefore  iho 
defendant  had  put  in  his  reply  to  tm?  fotmex  articles.  But 
undoubtedly,  i£  the  Lords  should  be  of  opinion  that  a 
fmh  article  cff  impeachment  could  not  be  exhibited,  aoidL 
should  refuse  io  receive  it,  it  certainly  wras  competent  to 
the  lloosc  OB  the  discovery  of  fresh  crimes,  to  prefer  an 
attogether  fresh  imi>eachment.  Not  only  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  but  motives  of  conivcnieBQe  to  both  Houses. 
Tt2  wonld 
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would,  be  trusted,  induce  their  lordships  to  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent determination,. 

Mr.  Whitbread's  motion  fpr  referring  the  report  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House  on  Monday  was  agreed  to,  and 
it  was  ill  the  mean  time  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DEFENCE   OF  THE   COUNTHY. 

On  the  motion  of  the  secretary  at  war,  the  estimates 
presented  bv  him  on  Wediicsday  were  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  supply. 

The  secretary  at  war  then  moVed  that  the  House  do  re- 
solve itself  into  the  said  committee. 

On  the  question  bcin/]^  put, 
.  General  Tarleton  embraced  the  opportunity  of  saying  a 
few  words  on  the  present  state  of  the  couutrj',  when  oeheld 
in  a  military,  pomt  of  view.  He  adverted  to  what  had 
fallen  the  other  evening  from  the  rijght  hon.  the  secretary 
for  the  war  department,  and  animadverted  on  two  parts  of 
}iis  conduct.  When  called  on  to  state  his  sentiments  and 
determination,  relative  to  what  had  been  termed  thp  parish 
bill,  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  declared  that  it  occu- 

J)ieil  no  place  in  the  means  which  he  had  in  contemplation 
or  increasing  the  military  force  of  the  country.  For  lus 
part,  he  had  always  considered  that  bill  as  what  it  was,  si 
prospective  measure  ;  and  although  he.  was  averse  to  its  in- 
troduction, and  had  voted  against  it,  yet  now  when  it  be- 
gan to  oporatey  and  that  in  a  powerful  manner,  when  he 
saw' it  produced  two  or  three  hundred  men  per  week,  and 
during  the  hist  week  above  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and 
those  of  an  age  and  description  the  best  calculatoi  for 
service,'  he  should  be  very  loth  to  repeal  it,  until  some  very 
eflicient  substitute  had  been  provided.  These  sentiments 
were  strengthenedT)y  the  consideration,  that  the  declarations 
rtiade  by  government  of  *their  intention  to  repeal  the  act,, 
had  ctui^ed  it  to  operate  under  a  very  great  aisadvantage. 
The  other  part  of  the  right  hon.  secretary's  conduct  on- 
whicli  be  comment (h1,  was  the  hostility  which  he  had  so 
frequently  and  so  strongly  manifested  to  the  volunteer  sys- 
tem. This  certainly  was  not  the  precise  time  at  which"  it 
Was  expedient  to  damp  the  bigh  spirit  of  those  r^rps,  and 
the  officers  by  whom  they  were  coriimanded-  The  obser- 
vations of  that  right  hon.  gentleman  were  Aot^t  all  cakup 
lalcd  to  increase  tnat  ardour  and  enthusiasm  which  in  mili- 
tary m^n  was  so  indiswnsable.    We  had  now  arrived  at  the 
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7th  of  March)  and  we  had  heard  nothing  from  the  right 
hon.  gentlemaa  but  what  had  been  wrung  from  binx  by  ne- 
cessity. When  he  wa^  on  the  <ipposition  bench,  he  was 
always  DregTiant  with  new  plans  and  systeits. 

The  Speaker  called  (he  bon.  gentleman  to  order. 

General  Tarleton  observed,  that  at  least  the  right  hon^ 
gentleman  hacl,fin<^ther  places,  suggested  ^  variety  of 
schemes,  but  sin|;ehis  admission  into  power,  nothing  had 
proceeded  from  him.  These  were  not  times,  however,  for 
meres^peculatioTf ;  the  country  did  not  want  theorists,  bm- 
toR,  or  metaphysicians,  but  practical  men,  who  were  able 
to  serve  her,  and  who  were  willing  to  exhaust  their  talents^ 
and  shed  their  blood,  in  her  ^rvice.  One  of  two  things 
must  be  done ;  either  another  continental  coalition  must  be 
fornged  to  divert  the  efforts  .of  the  common  enerajr,  or  this 
country  must  be  quickly  prepared  to  make  a  formidable  rc- 
fiistance  to  the  danger  by  which  she  was  threatenjBd. 

Mr.  Secretitrj/.  Windham^  in  reply  to  the  general  charge 
which  the  hqn.  gentleman  had  brought  against  him,  of  hos- 
tility to  the  volunteer  system,  o])served5  that  he  was  not  at 
liberty  to  enteranyjtistificationof  himsdf oa  that  point.  It 
was  not  fair  to  bring  charges  against  any  one  whose  situation 
was  sUch  as  to  preclude  him  from  answering  ajMl  repoiling 
them.  Another  accusation  which  the  hon.  gentleman  pre- 
ferred against  him  was,  that  he  had  bpcyti  guilty  of  delay. 
Delay  was  a  relative  term.  What  mi^Ut  appear  to  be  cfe- 
lay  when  considered  in  one  point  of  view,  might  assume 
the  Semblance  of  pr<:^cipitation  when  beheld  in  imother. 
The  gallant  General  ^eemcd  desirous  of  carrying  the  ardonr 
and  <][aickness  of  decision  necessary  in  the  fidd,  into,  the  ca- 
binet. But  for  himself^  he  could  not  coasider  that  time 
xnisemploycd,  which  was  devoted  to  the  serious  cousidera* 
tlon  of  the  important  subjects  alluded  to ;  a  consideration, 
assisted  by  the  opinion  of  all  those  who  were  most  compe- 
tent io  judge  ot  the  comparative  cjccdlcncc  of,  different 
measures,  supposing  that  these  measures  did  not  go.soiar 
as  Iv'as  reported  out  of  doors,'  nauieljf,  to  the  means  by 
which  the  enemy  would  probably  be  induced  to  come  out 
^f  lii^  entrenchments  before  he  was  prepared  for  the  combat 
(a  laugh) :  As  to  the  effect  that  1)  is  sentiments  might  have 
ontbe  country,  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  confessed , 
that  thev  were  extorted  from  him.  How  then  was  he  cul- 
pable ?  he  was  in  a  manner  compelled  to  declare  his  opyn- 
^  on  of  the  general  defence  acL    Did  the  hon.  gentleman 
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wish  him  to  utter  a  false  decIaraticAi  ?  His  opinion  of  it» 
merits/  or  rather  of  it»  demerits,  was  just  the  s&me  as  it  ever 
Itftd  been,  and  he  was  tben!fore  bound  to  say  so« 

Genera/  TaHeton  in  explanation  said,  that  his  qnesfito 
was  princtpallr  directed  io  the  destruction  of  ^ur  military 
sjsfem ;  vrt,  if*  they  went  Xo  make  a  material  alteration  in 
a  system  rnore  con^plicatcd  than  that  which  belonged  to  any 
other  stAte  of  Europe,  stich  liieasiires  'would  reqaire  the 
vtmost  del  iT)eratiob  • 

Mr.  JVindhmn  observed,  there  seemed  to  be  a  general 
▼ociterution  on  this  subject,  similar  to  that  which  fre-" 
quently  took  place  at  a  theatre  when  the  spectaton  were 
anxious  that  the  curtain  should  be  drawn  up,  and  the 
entertainment  bepm.  (Alav^H.y  Such  manitestations  of 
impatience  should  never  provoke' !ijm  to  unfold  the  |dans 
which  government  were  cner&Mnfg','  nn(H  they  had  arrived 
.  to  maturity.  Perlinps  thegaltaht  General  miglitmean  hia 
speech  as  a  stratagem  of  war,  by  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  expected  to  be  ^ble  to  produce  his  measures. 

Mr.  Camrins^  asked,  whether  all  that  had  been  said  in 
depreciation  oi'tbe  additional  force  act  had  not  been  extort- 
ed from  the  speakers  ?  Had  not  a  not ici^  br^n  given  early 
in  (he  session,  under  the  imprbs«if>n  of  which  it  tt:ts 
obvious  that  that  bill  which  <lepend^  for  its  success  oh 
great,  constant,  and  local  exertions,*  could  not  operate 
witboTlt'feffect  ?  it  was  certainly  expedient  that  the  country 
should  know  what  plans  were  in  agitation,  but  he  dis-^ 
chimed  all'idc^a' of  pressing  ttit  an  explanation  which  it 
would  be  impmdent  or  inconvenient  to  rfive. 

Mr.  Ifmdh^tm  deprecated  the  eortfetlant  use  of  the  tertn 
plan,  as  if  a  man  couM  have  a  plan  tflways  ready  cut  i^wf 
dried  for  changing  the  whole  British  ?irmy.  He  hedged  not 
to  be  considered  a^^  dialer  in  plans:      '  ' 

Mr.  Cannvfp:  rcniiitked;  that  In'  speaking  tlien  4f  that 
right  hon.  gentleman's  militdty  ideas,"  it  wouM  not  be  cor- 
rect to  characterize  them  in  the  words  of  a  line  of  Popl^^s 
in  his"  Essay  on  Matnj;  as 

^^  A  mighty  maze,  "but  nai  without  a  plan,"*^ 
They  should  rather  be  termed,  ^ 

^'^  A  mighty  maze,  and  fdl  witkot^  a  plan." 
CAIoudUiugh.) 

Tlie  question  for  tlie  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  wn^ 
Ihe^  put  and  carried,  and  the  House  went  into  a  ^fommitteo 
of  supply.  ™ 
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The-secretafy  »t  ivai  repeated  the  ob8c;rvatioii  irbieh  he 
made  on  present in^  the  army  estimate^  and  concluded 
Jirith  moTiBg  the  foUowu^g  rcs^olutions^  which  ivcre  agreed 

That  the  Qumber  of  134,473  eflfeotive  meabe  granted  for 
tiie  aenricc  of  hi&  Majesty,  from  the  S5lh  of  Mar/c^h  U),  ilie 
24th  of  May  iucluaire. 

That  a  sum  not  .exceeding  70a,460/.  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  for  guards  and  garrisons  for  that  period. 

That  a  sum.  not  exqeeding  S36,693/.  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  for  ^reign  garri&oiis  for  the  same  period. 

TbeJtIousehavrafi:  been  resun^ecl,  the  report  was  /ordered 
to  tic  rcgeived  on  Monday. 

Mr-  Secretary  Fox  presented  a  petition  from  the  inhabit-  . 
ants  of  the  cities  of  jUvjidQ^  and  Westminster,  praying 
for  leave  to  bring,  in -a.  bill  \o  exonerate  tliem  from  certain 
fines  which  tl*cy  had  i,ins>vpidflWy.  incurred  under  the  addi- 
tional foTice  act.  ;  Referrfid  to  tne  same  committee  which 
liad  under  their  considi^tipn  other  peti(iQi;i^^  a  similar 
description.  .,  .  ,  ..,5 

.  On  the. motion  of  Lord  Hqnry  Petty,  the  pxU  for  the. 
better  regulation. of  /lie  oiBcc  of  the  treasurer  of  J.he  QFa-r, 
Banec,  ivas  read  a  s^^ippnd  lime,  and  pi;dered  to  be  com- 
mitted on  Monday* 

*  On  the  motion  of  J^^jcd-Tenjple,  thp  corn  exporlatioa 
bill  was  also  read  f^  seciq/^d  time,  aj^d  ordered  to  be  coov* 
mitted  op  Monday./         .,  ..  ^^      , 

On  the  motion  of  th^  secp^ry  at  War,  the.foragn  sol- 
diers* bill  was  read  a.  third  tii^e  and  passi^. 

The  secretary  at  iwar  zave*  notice^  that  on  Monday  he 
slipiild^^ovefoir  le9,vp  tol^nng  in  a  ii>Hl,to  mal^e  provision 
fortheanny.   .*       ,,  ,  .  .     ,  ,     r    . 

Lonl  Temple  brought  in  .tl^e]|lhodc  harbour  privilege 
bill,  and  tjhe  woollen  acts.^ispension  bill,  both  which  were 
read  a  first  tirae,  and  orijercd  tq  be  read. a  second  time  on 
Mondaj^.  ^ 

Mr.  Alexander  bronght  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Irish  sugar  drawbacks.  The  resolutions  weie  agreed 
io.  and  bills  ordered  accordin«:ty, 

Mr.  Hold^iforth  prcs^cnted  li  petition  from  the  Phllan- 
tliropic  Society,  which  was  referred  to  a  committer. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr-.Vansittart,  the  House  resolved  it- 
ieif  into  a  commitjec  of  ways  and  means  to  provitle  for  the 

expenccs 
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expcnccs  of  the  militia  of  Great  Britain  and  Irebnd  from 
the  ptortnc^  of  tlie  land  tax. 

The  House  having  been  resumed)  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  resumed  on  Monday. 

•  On  the  motion  'of  Mr,  Vansittart,  the  Irbh  doty  conti- 
nuation bill  went  through  a  committee^  ai^d  the  report  was 
ordered  io  be  received  on  Monday. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

HOUSE.  OF   LORDS. 

MONDAY,   MAaCH  JO. 

The  farther  hearing  of  the  appeal  '^  the  Countess^Dowr 
aeer  of  Lincoln  and  othcw  v.  die  Duke  of  Newtastle  and 
ipthers/'  >va8  poaftponed  till  Mondav  next 

In  an  ^p(ml  fffo»Scotland,  ^'  tlowie  v.  Menry^"  Mr. 
Nowlan  was  heard  on  behalf  of  the  a^^-llaat.  After 
which  Ihe  fuithtr  oonsidBration  of  ii  was  postponed  4iU 
Wedoeaday.    > 

^  IMPrACHMENT,  OF  tpRD  MELVILLE. 

Mr.  Whithrcad,  accompanied  by  Earl  Temple  Lord 
Archibald  JiM^iiUont^  Mr,.  CakKsi]t,»  ai\d  severaLtfther 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  presented  at  the  bar, 
in  tlie  name  of  the  Contmous*  6f  thn  United  Kinj^dom,  a 
further  artide  of  iaiiniutkiamsit  jigainst  Lord  Viacbunt 

The  article  was  read  at  the  tablo-^afler  which 
Lord  Auckland  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  search  for  precedents  of  tite  proceed- 
ings of  that  House  in  cases  of.impeachnicnt. — Ordered. 

INSOLVENT    DEBTORS. 

Tjord  IToIland  presented  a  petition  from  the  debtors  con- 
fincd  in  the  Kind's  Bench  prison,  praying  for  reliefi^  See- 
ing a  noble  lord  (Molra)  in  his  place,  he  wisltod  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  inquiting  whether  his  noble  friend' hadany 
intention  of  |)roposing  any  measure  for  the  relief  of  insol- 
Tcnt  debtors,  or  any  irencral  law  upon  the  subject.  '  The 
latter  measure  he  considered  to  be  much  preferabte  fo  the 
practice  of  pnssin;^  temporary  acts  for  the  relief  of  4hat  de- 
scription of  persons.  -  * 

The  Earl  of  Moha  expressed  his  desire  to  concur  ih'any 
measure  fur  tfie  relief  of  the  description  of  persons  alladed 
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to  by  his. noble  frk^nd;  t|ulA|;eneral  law  upon  the  subject 
woald  require  much  consicteration  l^foreitcoMldlx'  brought 
forvwtf^  and^in  Mh'^I^'^'*^  state  of  public  affairs^  uiHi 
the  variety  of  important  business  which. pres«ed  u|Kiti  his 
att^tion^  and  which  couki  not  bo  postponed,  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  brin^;  forWcird  any  measuit^  upon  the 
subject.  Looking  forward,,  also,  to  the  multiplicity  (if 
business  which  woidd  cofnc  Ix^fore  the  Ifouse,  he  thought 
it  would  *  be  utterly  imjpracticable  for  any  goniefal  kt^  of 
this  description  to  be  n'amed  during  the*  presenfit  session. 
If^  however,  any  tempoinitv  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  sliould  come  into  the  House,  it  should  have  his 
•limjort.  •  •  *  '        '      '  ^  ;   f 

The  Lord  ChtmefHor  was  toxioits,  *  from  considenitioits 
of  hiinuihity  towairrls  fnany.  unfortnnHlte  persons  who  ex^ 
perienced  great  suirerings  from  imprisonment  for  debt, 
that'  >sofcie  BiensuVe  KtiiAilkt  he*  adopted  -for  their  relief;  fcut 
the  si^^MitireqHireil  grcnt'  and  serious  deltberatton.  '  If 
any  biU'fitr  that  purpose  was  brought  into<the  Ilonse  it 
should  bavie  his  most  attentive  considc^tion,  wkh  a  beai^ 
ingattheaame  time  towards  ihc.object  sought  tobeal* 
fained.  m*  ..  .   '  ^    ^  :   .  :-  u 

'The  petttioh  Was  ^srdered  to^lie  on  the  table. 

•    ^.\'       '       '       '      1  •     •         ,     -I-  •    .    > 

,  The  billfop  dfsdariiig  ike  law  with  Te!ipeet  to  the  liability 
of  witmsses  to  answer,  M(as.  lead  a  sedoml  time,  and  co'm»> 
mitt^  for  the n»t  day.  '  ••  / 

Adjourned. 

■     H     III' 

IIOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

^     •  MONDAY,   MARCH  10.  . 

A  persoii  from  the  I  Irish  cl}ief  secretary  *s  office,  presented 
^vcfal  papers  respecting  the  public  accounts  bf  that 
pou^trv^.^up  to  the  4lh  of  ^  March  iiist.  Ordered  to  bi 
j^rint^.'  ■  ..   '        "  /,     ■*'.'  '\  i  ' 

,Mr.  Cal^raft  presented  ap  estimate  of  the  charges  for 
Q]rdnan^(^'  f^ervice  6f  Hreat  Britain  an(\  Ireland  for  the 
Querent  year;  ^nd  gave  noticie  that  he 'should  move  for 
tiie  grants  tjiereon,  in  the  committee  of  supply,  on  f  riJay 

Voi..  t  t805-6.  Uu  ^Tr. 
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Mr.  Alderman  Pnnsep  postponed  lib  moHoii  *fbr 'IVidia 

pawrs  till  Fridny  next.  f        *  -'*    ' 

Mr.  Irwinc,  from  the  office  of  Iheinspector^jf^mwuVtif 
r\iston|fr,  pre8(ni^an  accounts  df  the  mnnufccfilrefeidjf  wo6l 
-and  worsted  imported  into  thiH  et^iltry  fbir  »ii«etid^  of 
years.    Orderedilo.Uebii  the  tntrfe.             <•  -♦'    •••      » 
■';,  '      -  •     ,<   -.'. mJ  .  .'  .  :    • 

/    LORD    iviBLVILlAES   IMPEACIIMI^NT^.  .       ,. 

M#.  Wliitbr«id  moved  tlie.  cirdgr.of  (he  clay  for  ttekifig 
into  ikilher  ^oiisuleration  jthe  ivdditiotinl  ^aftiott  9S  im- 
peachment against  Lord  Mc)yiJkv..^ hick  ai4iele"bein^ 
rend,  ,1      ,  .    -    .,     <i  ,«.  ~m  .«►.  «'  •'«''••    *  '  • 

'  Mr.  Whitbread  jnovrd,  (hat, the  said  article )be-«  added 
to  those  already  vptcd  tpr  tic  ifapc^oiiinxiDt  «f  Jjocd.If  i»- 
coti  ni'  MeLville.,  Ordered  ^ ,  aodi  that rth^.  aaid  arttdb  b^^n- 
grosscYK    •.  •     •      .^    ,     ,..    .,  ,. ..  .,,..    .,  ... '  r  'I  <^v  •!>•'  ' 

OMefcd  aJso.  on  the;mo(ion  oE,ft{r.  WhitbreiMlv'  thata 
cltii^be  jpreparal  piusuquV  tVreti>,  wIitch'batimpacobirt> 
in^T^  lyrepaM^iic  sa^  vrasbwwght  up»by  Viu\}Nh^* 
brc<id.  '\ItihclMU(;d  tliisi.ivrtic.Iuof'  iippoacbihefijIi^tandHa^od 
4othe  Cominof^' tliu^ri<rl^^of.pisq^  tardier  aisUofeiL 

It  whf  mid  a  first  ancf  seconcj  Uw<^>  fiprced  \o^  en^iessed^ 
ailiV  ^I'dcrwi  t  ^  '  dJo,,lh^  Hoiwe  of  J^nds  by.  Mr. 

\V'hftb^^^d}  lat  Lord /^Ie|\iJ|JC' might  be  pat  \o 

anf5wer  tlia  sr  W)u'lbrrarl  vwt  <ip  fortkwith, 

«ll[i»nd(y;bv*  ple>  %i*  ,V,ifi^iirf^'  and  semral 

other  jtiert^fer  ig  r^t^5fic()!,2n>p0rtrd^O'tlioH0iifle) 

that  he  had!  j[  le  s^^iq,  jjDA^nant.l^^der  of  llie 


-f>esSsivd*cx|^»»crs  ^o  candidates  ^t  t;lcctioi|s  fyr  mcn^Jjer^  (p 
serV^'ln  PaVriaWht.  '  K Very  i^ntlemau  \vitti  tvIioiIi  ho  lAd 
cortversed  on  ttip  subject  '  ly 

of  some  Vifi^nsiSic  Tor  gi>  (, 

wliidh  'hlia  Vk^cA  fojuVid ,  ti 

most  cfiscsT  ffVcatJy  sV^rt  Ty 

wefe  of  oiijuiic/^  the  .'itfe  \* 

cult lei  scarcely  surmouii  ,  ^     ,,  .  ^  "»> 

teiition  to  give  (o  that  acting*  new  coabf?uctY6n,  to  the  ex- 
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doaion  of  any  partitular  class  or  description  of  yotcrrs,  or 
lajMsrveft  il8']iieanin£:  froin4he  object  ittairVv  avowed ;  but 
merely  to  remove  the  dclubts'  ivliich  1iad  UHs^n'  upon  its 
conaliBctioift'in'thetnrinils  of  committed  aprj^oihtcu  to  try 
1|i6aieeilt  •€  eteotionsy'  ami  to  givi  it  some?  certrihi  and  de- 
fined constHMrtion-iHriid  fhefconstructroit^Nvliiqh'  he  sliould 
propose,  w?«  precisely  that  which 'hAd'alWaiys  struck*  his 
Qirh  mind  upon  the  subject.     The  qbje^  of  the  act  in 
question,   Was' to  e>:empt  candidates  from  the .  criormous 
demands  to  irhidi  t1i(*y'  1?fer<>'  liable/  iihdet  the  Irea^l  of 
damiffCB  for  the  conveyance  v^^uV  IravcUing  cxi)eiiecs  of  . 
votors  notvoiixlentat  the  place  of  election ;  *and  <o  prevent 
the  system  of  briijery  and  corruption,  Trhicb,  under  the 
prateiiGe<if'sndi  charges,'  mijSfhtbc  and  achmll^'  were  car* 
riedt>ii. ..  fThe  (^vih  in  thc«^  cases  coiild  not  arise  in  places 
Mrfaemilie'0C9teiH  wevtf  all  rtsitteilts  '6f  the  (own  or  vicinage, 
but  where  persons claimirifr  a  right  to  vpte  atsuch  elections  . 
rttjdod  attt  dbilttrfce/ifteti  nt  th^  extremity  of  a  couuiy, 
which)  fj^mrtaiitly  artttt^  rl4<v  tcV  scenes  of  eoQfn'i>i'on  and  enor-  - 
moos  ekpeifce  i  ItJr,  ili  eoirtin,^  'to  gi^fe  their  votei  at  such  • 
elDOlionfe^^illM^  uniibmily  Waimetl  (fee  ei^j^6nccs  pf^lbeir* 
covvejianor  «lfdMmi¥llth<^  fcHat^^anH  .those  iipoti  t|)e.^ 
mDst^tKtmva^nt  scah',  '  ftt>rrt  'th^'  candidates  for  whom 
thcVclnaic  to^cite.' '  P^A-h^jis'  thfeW  itiight  he  no  very  great  ^ 
objoc;ien  fo  altow  the  claim  t)f>,v6tcr,  coming  frohi'adis* 
tance.ttf  give  his  ttyt^,  'at  2f  ^c^inslderable  loss*  of  time,  to 
soroenMindna^le  ttlifywto^c  fbrtra^Uing  charges  and  neces*  - 
saiy  iefretfliMerit*,''btttHhe' tj$ag6  of  making  such  alloMr-  • 
aoocs  hadi^till'thM^h'D^n  a  (lodr  tb  siich  exirtivagant  de-  ^ 
iiiands  onoise  band,  mid  gave  silch  an  opportunity  for 
bribery  on  the  other,  that  eveiy  &ir«inteiiding  candidate  • 
most  have  long  sinp*  wished  to  see  some  ^K?cUinehe^fc  piit\ 
to  stich'a  iystcfh.  ''^MAtly  deternji nations  had  taken  place, 
from  fiine  to •  timf , '  il^'on'  yejprc^cntatijrin^  •  and  cotnjdiiints  • 
of/tkisttatmret  bui'flldy  ,'^^ci4,hU'vgon.dt|itirifct  grounds,* 
and-mmi^  of  llieiti  hidtidiii^' aHl  the  objections  fi&whi/ch  • . 
remedy  Wb^i'dfcsirabfe;'  ridr  w^r6  there  any  cases  which  bail 
oceurtal^  rifftii-ditig  rtiiV 's^ri(*s  of  precedm     Whi<^h  could 
bedixnsif^efartbectnrsfrrtctloapf  the  i\'6i.  .TMw*  chief  dif- 
ficulrie^'httd  occuned  ifa  Wej?tminster4ialT,  and  iite  courta' 
of  Comm6il  PJctis'anfl'Kring's* Bench  had  differed  mate-  ; 
riaHy'itt  Iheirdccyjgibnsf  lipcm  the  subject/ .' In  th'e  former 
court,  'ariiaction  had  been  liTought  in  the  caseof  Crickett 
ajid  dtbery,*'6liHbe  p$rt  of  a  publican,  to  recover  from  a 
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ctrndidatea'^urafor  refresbmenfs  piven  to  his  rotcrsi  but 
Mr.  Chief  Justice  Eyre  jvas  of  apinkmy  ilia  bwoouMnDt 
SQslnin  sttch  ft  d^ma-nd,  and  <hat  it  vas  ^ontrar;  hi i bract 
of  WiUirthi  III:  'Another  case  occurred  >Ja  flie««irt.of 
King\  Bench;  OutMhall :  it  was  that  df  Snilii>  afd  Hed, 
ih  vhifch  flie  etfch>t  had  come  froln  Diirluun,  •iikuc  here- 
sided, '  to  ^iinf  bis  votd  at  Tminlon^  wliere  he-  pofismeri  a 
ri^it  of  voanji;^  ttnr  one  of  the  cnniltdirtics  £  -  (nil  brfbre  he 
ivould  give  lii«  vote  he  demanded  thirtr  iximidH  for  bis  con- 
Veyance  and  tftivdling^oxijenoPH,  and  said  be  tJioukl  not 
vote  till  he  Ifvas  paid.  He  tfusrant  itinerant  mtistoiaii ;  be 
bad  calculated  thce^pencr,  aRfl-wrndd  not  give  bis  vote 
'Without  receiving  his  uem&wrl  \  a-Mitt  was  anerwank  ooib- 
mcnced  a|s:ainsttbkttian,  tipon  tlie  ^roaiml  of  bribery ;  bot 
tbf  chief  justice  tlien,*  in  snmminii;  tho  evidunce,  fouvid 
'  tl^at  h  post'chabe  fr^m  Dorbam  to  Tarfitton^'aii'eigbtem- 
pmbe'pir  mile,  anrovnleff  to  vyioch  Ibegreater  partof -the 
charge ;  thaV  ihi  ttian's  tnUT*Hfilg)cluiriro9  imiat-  alaot  be 
con.«irdcTed,  nnd  toM^ttttlef  afUowatiec*  inndenf^ifiiiikotliiig 
tfltb  hk  (HeH^^'lit'b'tftncof  cteftkln,  to  wbtch^  addbigibis 
l(}&k  of  fimt,'  the-ditirgor  ultogi^tbtr  .wa«  nobaonaidrrod  4o  be 
of  nittt't*^o^bitAht  kitid  tbat  «oiildijiiHlify  aiobai^ofr  «or* 
'rup^te  ofr  bribcry^aadMierd'onY  tbrdf^cLsion  wna  in  faroiir 
ot  the  defendant  Notwvth?3tKii(tjnfv  however^  the  deei- 
sidiitof  tb^iit>0uil'^o<^'bLiitg'Hllanchin«4hat  caaey  everjnnuui 
mmi  feeM1i(y<^ie(%K)re'baf^hip>impo0f*d  upon  n  candidate 

wb'o  fttflm)9  t4)C'elrcttbtT'fAr.amr  V^'^^-^i^^^^^^  ^^  Tcmnt^u 
is,  if  iie  iVete  to  M;f\ni  Ibthe^i-xi^vflMbo  of  80  or  10/.  far  the 
cb>iik'(iy^iidn  cM*  :Ai\f '  tiit€«r  Ooni  4liduK>$t/  dnilanfl  part  df  ftbe 
coithti^y;-  inirftely •!)**«»!*! tint  volci^'obcise,  ttr  bu  awn  inle- 

'  Ve9t  k>i^' eQ^n\^Ai<^fice^'^o-9<^ido'Out*of'C(bo  town  wbore  be 
chnnietl''stl!db:fVott^^*  tind  in  smnoc  <o(htr  ^  taiwn iat  d  «difilbnce 
wliercf  ht:»  iivttift'  ^id«kldri^ave^iitii  the  rinbt'Of  atibeber 
VQte,   as  *w«is  yreofedl^  ^tho  o?we  hwfe.     The*  coiponOeH'  to 

.  wjuch  a  candidate  moiyibolpiil'  bi  such  Isas^;  far  tipe  eon- 
VQVrtncc  of  eleclo¥s^*'to*  ^fdttfy  tbrtr  own  wisliea,  and  esc- 
etpst  Ihieir  wh*  ptiivlteprt*/ fo*"  tbetr'owjt  advantaffe^  arc  • 
a^  iricdlcdbible  aj(  ^hey  are  iinjUMty  and  ought  not  to  £njUofi  • 
th^  teffr^sHrtaitive  *,  for  if  is  not)  meniy  ilic  aotttol  I'xpbnces 
ihcurr^l  tliat  they  wtiHkl'hovc  to  pay,  liut  tho'CxtraVagAnt 
profilnon  to6  often  ifidlrlgcd  by  snob  elettora.ds  these^  when  • 
tliey  feo(  tbabarirea  tmvolling  notat  tboir'aWn^obnrgt^^  but 
at  that  of  clrith '.candidate^  whom  Uieytnippohe" well' able 
to- pay;    With  respect t6  eouuty 'dectidns,  tiiecnsa  (was. 
'      '  .    .  ceitainly 
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certainly  different  in  relation  to  the  elector ;  because^  noting 
fffani  ^liotdsv  often  in  riemote  p&rts  of  the  oountnr,  upon 
whidi  tfaty  TC^ded,  ctfiAinly  it  WMid  'be  Jiavd  foe  them 
to  tmvi^at  their  opwn  expence  td  a  count j election  tp^  iFote 
fiir  dny  chndtdate;  and  though  thae'.mi^hl  be.  no  strong 
objection  tor  a  reasonable  allowance  to.  Uie  voter  for  con- 
veyance, ye<  still:  it  would  be  extremdyi  difficult  to»  draw 
the  line  o^strict  fMrbptiety  in  all  cokcs,  sons  to. guard  agninst 
tbe  alnraet  9udi  a  sydcm  hdtnkled  of:  but  upon  the  capdi-- 
date  the  hardship 'mast  be  still  greiitcnr -thai^^u  the  other 
case,  because  the  expenoes  miist'1^  iKcakulnMy  mo^  ehor- 
inous.  No  man  of  nuidevate  fotiune,  howevermniuoiable 
bijs  talents  and  character,  c0likl't)t0teiiid  to  stand  the> con- 
tent ior  a' counfy  against  a  avxndt  by  riyid.  •  It* would  beiu 
ruin  that  the  ^aw  tequjured  aa  a  quaiificntioii  fpr  lepresent- 
ing  a  county  QOOt.  h  yt^atlniKki  estate,  or  300/.  £ar  a  bo- 
rough ^  stnoe  no  maa,'  vuider the  UahiliW  to  such  a  system- 
of  ekpenoe,  could :  venAukre  lo*  ftet- up  for  a  oonnty,*who 
was  not  piemred tospend  ia  tilo^ifsajit  nnure  thau  the  fee 
ample  erf*  his  quahfiostiott^  na^yr^trhnfutfb^g  IHopayed 

.  to» -slander  from*  ten,  *  tii(  twv^iityy  <tlpHty^  .-or  ^ron,  forty 
thousami  pounds  mthb^coatcsl.  ^Xbc,sitirQng'pobt;iljbfre* 

'fere  to  whicli  he  ]^aftlcularly  '<)h(ae|edf  wafitJbe  i^tivme 
hitrdship  imposed  upoit  the  ktalwikbfte,  in.-  b^Uig^  left  lopen 

.  lo  the  claims  of  tiie  voter  tbr  hia  >tObveyauce;ali(jl  traHfel- 
likig  charges  from- one  «(sti[efnHy^f  a^  county  lo  the  other, 
to  exercise  his  owu  privilege,  ami  for  his  oiwn»i|d vantage. 
Itwas  for  thii  he wisMd.^  remedy  V't^nd:  g^  it  .wis>ancflec<f 
tnril  one,  he  should' not  the  Tei'yifastt<liou8  as  iQ  tbo  ^Qrm. 
Aplanhad  been,  h^retoliuc'pit^posed,  fpr  pKevetitijig.  the 

.ronf«feion  and  eitpcttce  affRtidaBt  on  couiUy  eWpt^^,-  by 
ronsi^Hn^  the  etectofi;  to  give  their •  votes  "(Mfthinith^lir  re- 

!  ap^edve  dbtrtctsJ'-He  i»iirMikl  ha/ve^nc)  ofj^yHitiott  ev^/n  to 
••(aoh>apfangert)cn(;' but,  fromtheitvifKiiple  avowed  in  tjte 

nrerj^^oaiaible  of  tboaottOr¥[bi<ihytiarnUunod,  herhold  it  to 

^ithoclosiir  arnd  obvimii  constfiictioaof  that  act,,  that  tht; 

icaoiUdate  In  allevcfitft  slinnld  not  be  ^bargQ4  'WJiU^the 

tfijpencx'S'of  c^mvetin^^  el^cf oriJ  to  gr*lify,tl^ir<)wn  wii>bes, 
ond^/for*  tiscif  o^rt'Sidvantagi^V'to  exercLsii«iheiri>riviUv;cs. 

.  And  urltether^  the  exjiefiw  was  to  be  defrayed  by  i  a  cpMUty 
iatc(1l>oughihewa»nut^itte'a^raed'iYS.t^tlMt),orwhHt.  other 

•  imodcfihbulds^m  inorcdtgibh^  ,the  i^anidUlat^  should  eer-  » 

tairily>beexf»?niitv  "itniftrht  1)e  objecleil,  tluit  such  aiC^n- 

•  Mnietion  would>.g«>'ifii  fiiKfrenrhise  tbe&>rty«»:thiUii\g»«ijr0e-  . 
batders.     But  though  that  was  by  no  means  hb  wii»h,  nor 

should 
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^tiouklbe  lie  incUiK)cl4o 'Vote  >  for  fkitdb  a  propof^lion  jf  U- 
Wds  brought  Ibiivard ;  yH  he  be^ocl  i(  miw^  be  rccoUcx^M), 
ilihLif  liie.cNciirinaUiisijtetion.of  fprty-itbilling^  frcebt^ctcrs 
nvere  amBiderad,  •  ^nd  the cWcHtn^ftnces ^HvJer  which  it  (uok 
plactf,  lUbeorii^iiabiipritof  Ihiit  aicnsurQ  ^^)iitcl  be  found 
uitfto  dagjreQiiinfningrKltby  incftmsin^  the  qudiikaljuu  to  a, 
much  bighcF>annrviftnd4b«idjy  VQmoviiKr,i|Ti  a.ycfy  gn;aX. 
degrw,'  tiw  t^vU  «f  whiohvhe-  now  coniplHimHl ;  for  if  ihc. 
comimnUive  vaUcis^  of*  (money  in  Ihe  reign  ef  Henry  .VI.: 
and  i^t  Uib>iiday  i|/cre  duly  <^oni>idered,  ft  >\i(0ahl  |)c  found 
thek.dPiJ^eciiUion  /wa&  us  -fiftet^'i^  to.  oiiei  land  Qon^equoollyi 
thataquc^ifisatioM  of  SO^.  a  year,  M  ^hi^rday^  \v;{i»  no  more . 
ibaa»aiik'qiia(etO'0iie  afi4pi..inlheiHrnH^.  'Where  their 
M^ould  bcAlia.banlshH)v^f' A'lvM  )K>sse9ii$ccl  of  a  freehohl  pro* . 
jiexiy  of.Siih  per /awnnfn^  w<^re  oHllHdi^MMmcein^it'vQnyra^,/ 
togo^tbisAwn  .ciMrgn4ogiM'bi»  V0t^atthi:irour>)y  d^^^^^ 
Tbe^ct  0f>thepr<n<mti9yiBlflhi^'ilttd^'whicb  the  niinux^r  of. 
4t)s^. frediokkrA  hod  hi^emisCM  vw»y' gi^^fiy  incren.^^Ml,^  was^; 
mYy  4Xinsid|Bcably  fotdik:imitt!itbe>nitnit)l^  of  CHnd'uiatrs  fi^r 
efecUonS)  by  tbetdiitsiidoff  (lieeit0t^i»itf>*  c^iu  nris  to  be  iji- 
cuned  by Qiteotion/tf«|ileii|«F^^^ben^s  the jn/cnca^'O  of  qufdWi; 
cation)  •^by,i«onfini»g  tlie dec^ivorirnf^chise to  iUiit  d^^cnij^- 
tion  Qi  iQioni  byiMb0ni>itmM<^gi^i(tHy;de.s{iru<^  <<>1>^  '^^'* 
erciml>   .ini^|ild«vo|ienit&  Iwide'^d^  tfor  .ndmiijing  to  thfii 
ll<Hise,%9:Qidw%iy(i  immki»>v;itfyi^^  to  sox>  thorc--  ' 

anordeno£ri9«Millkt^'bk)h(iSn.9Wi^  c<>vtn1ry.of 

Eiir^p^^^MldcdfriHiaBHWlyi  *rrii?tt*  bf  ttwderotc  Yori  ime, "  iu'. 
d^pCfH!ej|^t|priniiii4dcsv^ltb*rnl<eri«iouii(V^^^  hhA  souac^.uoder* ' 
fibin^\ngj}^wb<^iTeUjiiiidorMkiMtbe'-currsfmi  and  U^e 

tru<5  i^tttff^tfTittli  tbdir  owmtary^-ilnfl  >\vitsfe  fittiiW  Atlacbcd  ^  ^ 
to|hq.oi^if)|iie^aii0eiof  Ubr^ictfj'^Md  the  pro/ftotiou.of  the' 
o  lycT.  i^c^qfuMpi^  fi(B«^a^fNMaiVcc^^)h  Which  the  thanks  of  .  \ 
tbat|IoMs^iuid'Wn<€X(iai«dy  ^oieA  tft^differcntliraes,  dft4»r' 
general  ckn^Uonsy to  pottiitkf4randli>tvn>y/tihidy  hnd  rctnrn^  ^  ^ 
ed  their  i^^ti:<m(dt4«i^4o  parlMiittentftee'Of  Qhy  exj)euce.  .^ 
'1Ie.a4v<rivd..tQ.acr|]8un  jpngiidicesi^bte^^  ip  sgific  ' 

mimls  agHift4  any  aUfialifDir  i^i'tht  pr^entnyMcm  ;  one  of 
'i^bicfi,  wd<i,(tbAt;iiti)foiikl  trench  «|i)n'tlr^t}sagi^s  of.  good  . 
old  Etf^W^^b^^itAlUyw  :,I)4ijlhe*wa»  siit'c'fhat.gennefiieVi!! 
who  >w>l^»d#tp  ^if^iport 'in 'Ihi^  y^ny  the  h<>nouV  ol^the^^^ 
countyyTpigiUil^idotiicff  0))portuiiJtiei<,%^.<»Ufes:thb  ,. 

of  an  doGWn>  ftw- thofjurpose-  i  Fot^^heyh^d  bhl^  t<>  ^^T  . ., 
open  boue«;   for^* their »(C0t)t^it«ient5  th^'trctVi^fnder  of,' thp  / 
j<iar,,imd,,n^dQiibtl>y  a.wurseBa  ^QOrbaiiU'cpavivial^  /^ 
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f1u\v  would  be  romunemtcd  iiy  Hiose  voIm*  dnce  in  se^im 
3'oars,  ,(>f  tlic  gck)d  wiwoq^oiiccS' 'w»iiUln|y' from 
•  (rriUiofi:  act',  he  believed  thwy  nw^mtooolnritiiis  M'  ^vcrv 
•inenil)er  \vlu>  hoaHrcL  hirov'^<»'«wquim  any  cio^Ment.  'Ifo 
CDuld^  howeveqfv  say,  iViuti  biH'Oim  expmonce,  ivhntTras 
the.  resuk  in  the  boropgh  of  Soutkwaile  t  he  had  th<^  liofiotir 
.  of  fiiandiiig  a$  a  eandidafe  there  befero  the^n^t  ^M4^I!,  i^hen 
the  ekction  was  mavhed-fty  ai^  mnoh  drtiiiken«tcs»«;*!mt!'  a^ 
'  finiiiy  disgracefui  scenM  <o£  rior^  sis-  thni  06  ttnV  Mhtr 
^boron^h  in  the  kingdom:  and  tivicdsinc&tih^ti  (he  \i:\d 
been  afco  caf*did«t(^  v^hcm&vcrylkim;  wiis»mndi»cfec1'  >V!th 
sohriely,  and  ^vithoiil  ri«t,.nnd'beaoKriio  a}3atement  off'tlle 
popular  spirit;  fof  tbe^mivhiiMctftiMMrfns:  VYH)ifer6u^;  Md 
as  hi^nrtily  abasp4  'Or.cberroikitbe  CMuiidanrsthey  tKsK1{(^ 
'  or  approvody  as  fr^«9  thsy,  bad  4liMti»  tit  thcday^  of  dt  tm^c^i^ ' 
ness  and  riot  ^ibnt^tW  eocpeaciR^tai'tlie  4S9n(Kdale  W^tt  c:<^- 
tteincly  dift'erenii  <  Mr,/Jicfiify<«iMicliide(t  byirt-ijfttirts^fdn* 
.ctbly  dint  i1lex0^Aruqli^ll^wh#c^he^iBhlid  tVw^Vethls  biH 
•for  i»?:(»mpting  tho  candidate  (titmtrtmfne^i  '^v»^  ihv  ohe 
•aYo\ml  by  the  fadll  ibicltV  in<  proof  Mctf  mbiilH  'tl^lf  H^iiW 
hmt  Iwirosiifce  adoiKod  ,rtis(4tttiQto8ilo>itkl»4ik(^  €#^^,-'6^ 
•of  Mhich  confiHod.  tii/e  oxpenco^riifitiie^'indiditfo  iW'RVe 
)x)uik1s  uikI  sidneqimiMyi  afi  a4«atiei  of  (^onsKlc'riiMe  1K- 
•dt|](n*nce)  eidef)dalthoni.tp)t«ii*pQkifldByMii'«Ydl^r  iHtlther 
niti!:ht  not  be  onAatijglaliii, trivial  ob^aotftthaiO  might  mrblVe 
liiin  ill  eontei^)  or  tcpd  «to«yaoa1«iMst  elecMoA*  ^  H^fife'^ri^ 
stmclion  for  wftick  be  oanteMai^^sithe^oitly 'priUtiljit^ 
.wiiirh  rouid  thro^v opeiUHddonlbirlb&admisKfloii  iitt<>'Ynat 
HbuKO  of  ineu'  ot^soiliid  pri^ipleiy 'ihloderatif  ftWtaVi^V  nl\d 
interested  in''ptDaao^np4be'0Plnuicr4cv4b6^fvtv^(^1^,  tii^d 
the  <reuY^l  woifacc  q4  this  iatnl)  instoaid  of  beirt^  exchUlM. 
m  they  are  at  pretent  in  ma«»f^iittslaiiae&f  by  i«ien 'WUftoku 
talent,  :>vithoal  prin€i)plO|<.:ffiib<N^>aaly  'feetin**  tihft(^  tU 
the  W(firaT(*<j|£thcii  a>A,nkrfy;<'H0b«fhaiieiliNie'a<>  iietiohV^<!i^f 
fRanifi'.stei1  airynisK  to  p«0ulk^tobe^yrospm(y^^)t1fU^<«^ 
any  oiht^ciami  tluui  theii'  i^otiey^^oiihfl'riffllttyf  re^kiseii- ' 
tafti  v^.  Ue  c4AiohifjAd  \)f  aaUviio^  ^hit'ien^pe  t<^  4>rikiik^  4(i  ^ 
biH  Ip'vx plain  <aiad'reiKi<-r  more  eitnciual  tho  ndt.^afi*r<*^d('K 
>/r.  l-hx  Tiras  certasiddycif -dpinion  with>  t4ie  TVs*ht*'hf>n. 
^udcMnnh.ofi  iil^i,\)'''iof  liba  poiutii-he^hiid  xIaPfed,  \iMNh''r<^« 
«ipet!t  to  (hc.haivyriSS^(ksuK;cs  to;»Khiohtim«tdiUa1e8  wt^reptif ; 
bwt  he  felf  it  iirci*$Siiryftii  .^atc.  thn*  early,  :thi»tJth*4fcrctf('re 
mnvfy  o|her^xitnti»  iiponwhioii  he^ifibred  in  opinion  from 
tbe  right  lioh.  .gentleman,  4ind  that  the  diiiicu)li4*«i  ov«*r 
4  which 
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.ivMob'he  senMd- toA  pn»-»  fl^^litl.T^  '..ivwt.  noU^o  easily 

roan  bmt  ^xprbiftei-iiii  opinuNi,  ilmi  toHyr)MjA\ii^  Jm* 
hoklerg  at  tiMi  <layi  itieie.iiot  lliC4fiiiiiit;4itftl  'of  incu  orii^i*- 
niltly  tnleiKkHl^Hm^tlNH4)iMlJI^  tliaqiia- 

iiffcaiitm  oteht*  4<9»feh)'TOiird  ie^  HQ/.-Qtutkio^n^nf  ibc  dc- 
}iimatioliet  i«oiH^'iii49MttiieMi^^  ;  Jbyi  ho, 

for  one,  wAd  hoI  dis^iOMMi  to  alteidgrs^Jie'iKiiiMiKf  ^f  Uiat 
class  of  rotors,  or  fo  I^Jteiaiwgnlhptp^aacbiaeiir  becawao  of 
the  scantiness  of  Ihotr'ptopcarfy^f  lin,}  ioov-^vas  rqudy  to 
reour  fa  the  origtti  ofiMieifi-  ftMohisn^  suidi.|j(^:Qoi|l^iire  it 
wkfa  the  dfTuinstaiiOM'otHhoppreMni.Uti^'^^;!  aN(i^  f«on|  tkiti 
comparfafon,    he  was  ^albor  aajoioaa  air  tl)lsi;t,ii)oi«ift6e  <^f 

of  this  coiHitry  were  so  muiAi  baMor  iinddntattlv  iliaa4^i  Uus 
days  of  YbtIc  and  j&<iai«a«tfer  wk^i^ilwif  £m^  w^tm 

re^ulatod  tinder  an  ariilaciaiitcat  aclMN^  jto' abridge  tho 
rightsf of cleetioa.  Tten|A* kw^f^oHileiMh, AddiriieMdii 
as  he  bad  nrofesaed^  would  not  «KMr  valo  4o*d«fr«ui€biiip 
them ;  bifft  lie,  Mr.  fVte:,  ooaU  ttdi«alhe  ftinicss«>f««9^ 
gestiitr  6uch  a  liijbMiie^teredien,  if  Ite  r^nlit  faon.  f9e»llQ^ 
iQHn  thdaghi  it  watiotiift  for  wMch  hokioMrif  deenndit  istt* 
proper  to  T<He.  He  ^as  i^y  seMibfev  tba^riffM  ivm.  a8i%> 
tlexnan's  ar/irunient^  would  vefy^lMii^ly  «pply^  iiai*oi|ly  to 
York,  but  i(h  Laac$sMr^atid  to  itMUiy  ^nihdt  eountiai  in  thia 
kingdom,  and  ^t  sdaib  teiMdy  was  dwiffablc.  .•  To  a  frian 
formerly  proposed  fi>r  laUii^  MieiNHai  of  tfca  frerhaUets  ta 
their  'ies(Hx;tive  ArtriMs,  dr  at  llioir  ariMi  fflsdhsMas^  he  waa^ 
theiefow,.  no  fnend ;  Imt  yet  lia  ahhNild  oortoiidy  Toto^ftir 
such  a  regulation)'  in  praferenoe  ia  any  phm  whkli  shMld 

{^o  to  diimrauchise  any  cohsiderMeiuintertff  .^ii^-^H*- 
ings  fit^hokieffs ;  a  oaanequenoemnoli  wane,  in  hiawiM^ 
than  any  incoQTeqicipttoompliiinedof  on  Ae  pailoM>e<MHi4 
dtdates.  The  rightiion.  f^riAmuni  ItadM^iri^ 
had  a  right  to  vote  at  an  decttato  for  fkm  Mwn^if  wUsh  -ka 
was  not  a  tesideni :  but  was  he  awart^wfiMeaiiMt  4oaiduoh 
such  a  privation  would  go  ?  or  how  cMAd  iaareoMctfoiho^ 
principle  of  disilran^hiHing  an  deetar^  w<ftQseafe«x«saq^'''V>CT 
ca)»iona,  or  flM3Uis  of  liveliboody  fihaukl  ocoasionally  re- 
quire  his  nbrnsaoe  from  Ike  plan?  wfciunebe  derived  his  right 
of  franchise  i  He  thougtii  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  upon 
matuic  considcratiofi,  would  not  am>rove  such  a  priiictpk ; 
for  bow  would  it  operate  on  the  militia-man,  who,  ^.«nb 
oiher  cause  titan  kis  ismovul  to  a  distant  county  for Ifae  fwr* 

vice 
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Vice  of  his  Kio^asd  country,  mvuA  forfeitbb  fraudbi^e, 
unless  he  chooHCs  to  tmvel  nt  an  expc^m  wboUy  iucompa^ 
iibM 'sdlli  his  obvioiis  circurasUiiMm  in  life?  lU aisiiiisd  tlCose 
few  objcrU,  merely  thai  the  righi  hon«  ^eiilkuAaa  wight  «eci 
he  hod  in  nome  dqftee  omsidered  the  siil>|Qclf»  uml  t£^t  the 
remcdicB  were  not  quite  «e  easy  a»  he  seemed  tq^iauwiacf. 
Bat  if  the  qaatillcation  of  the  forty-diiUiagK  frcchfAacr^ 
agrpeably  to  the  sugnalioa  of  the  right  hon.  genlkvuanry 
i¥ere  to  be  raised  to  SW*  oer  aanuniy  liow  vfoa  be  to  Tecqfxy 
cile  the  continiiaiice  of  tae  leiMeMatalive^s  quidUic^Uou  at 
now.  fer  a  county,  aad  XOL  for  a  borough?.  For  tlio^gji 
Mr;  Fox shotthlwuh those qoalilicAtuMisHfiU  Iowcr,aRdwa9, 
as  desirous  as  the  right  hoo.  gcntiemaii  to  increase  tt^  f^wx* 
her  of  eaiuttddes,  and  to  open  a  vida  door  for  the  admjbi- 
iion  of  sKeh  oanbets  to  thai  iiouse  as  he  had  dc^ribcdn. . 
ytt  %^Mk^  mea  poisessMigA^uaUfipali^ns  no  higher  tbiui 
0iB,  W  jMV.  a  y«a^  wete.oo  moio.pt'Uic.  description  oC 
am  at  this  day  ^igifiaUy .  da^i»t({d  b^^^Me  Ai^alUi- 
oatioMs  <han  eym.ths  •iw«rnaJ!i«<#-NM!^ 
Mflipated  with  the  aacknt ;.  pmsj^wm^it^  V'4^^4;Q4'4ift-  ^ 
isttian  of  the  otie  be  odvaooodv^^JRi^  Jyl^^H  t%P  P/Wfi 
far  u  Ihnled  ntio.  Ho  iilgflrfspl>',. wi^bw*  ¥(U1| .,^Jiti,lip»^*. 
member,  that  the  niegiih|£)0(  iUiK^iigt  in  qucslipu  shpuld 
not  bo  Im  la  doubty  .aaU^M  .^q,c{^]^uUics  should  stand 
ia  fliowwof  co«aBilrfeqs.ift  for|ftiftg4*<J;i^  .bal^te 

MMd-  not  airree  to 4ilfi«A^himAW  rffl^p  fl^wlx;  beja \^  be. 
^msipMrJ^  To  Anjr.<MVNii^t(RiyqK«l4xpi4  4;V.«f  V^}^  or* 
of  dUiftaBehi9iiigaiHi^.«o«tfi^r^^  imijQilK^^pf  vol^ij$.j4i.tbe^ 
oottnlry,  he  should  h*^y«uQ,oli^.c^^^     ;,,.     ;.    ^.,,,,»^,, 

Mr.  TiBrtiey.eapWw4  ,,..-    ,......■    ;.  •;.... 

\  Mrj^Lte  thought  th^Ajy^^^^  of  the  rl^it  lion.  ^oiUle* , 
ihawteaded  to  do  ttil^bjf^a^^^.wi^  ,whicli  h^*  di!4V,ott<^ 
M-dnaotiniaiitioa* .         ^,  ,..(  (,..,<  f/w**   *    " 
'  iKritobertllofl9aJt)fg0^1^^    t^i.W  f^lw-tk-W 
iilc«ibiV'niost«iialcriaIly,i  i^i^^Uc,.hatj  iy(^.uuders^oa^thi>t: 
theifipedkokiM,  in  exerqj^inij  iiis/x|^;i/5JiJic,4j4^  act 

¥WitJ^5e4>ltliB'C(iiiwwva(yaJ large., ^       .  ^.  .      .    ^, 

l^-qaeAiun  being  4)uty  Icuyc.  .>va;i^iYQ^f;to  Dj;iji^  iu  {l^e^ 

>  -»'t1CO«A -FAffiftS^.  .  -.o.-ir^- 

Jfir*  JbAw/cwc  ^QSf!,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  rrioic'Vnr* 
oopies  of  two  letters  written  bv  TiOfiJ'Cpni's^aTlls  ti'  file . 
oonrtfof  directoTs,  as  also  of  alcttcr  from  Sir' George! '^ftaf^ 
-Vol.  I.  1805-6.  Xx  low, 
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low,  his  successor  in  the  government  of.IntTia.  He  dis- 
claimed anV  pe^^nil  animosity  to  the  Marquis  Wellcpley^ 
<«r  any  if\m  to  bring  charges  against  him/  biit^hetlioughi 
it  \?as  ttecessafy  that  the  House  should  at  leiigih'.lurn  Its 
attention  to  the  m6de  in  v.hicti  India 'had  beoii  fAra  long 
tjme.governfed,  and  that  the  members  shdiild  compare  the 
system  of  Lord  Corn wallis  with  that  of  his  predocessofi 
and  make  up' their  mind$  oh  the  subject. '  Ats  for  his  part) 
he  felt  that  the  empire  was  indebted  to  the  Marquis  WeOes- 
ley  for  so  much  oi  his  system  as  established  our  milifery  re- 
putation and  ascendancy  in  Indian' but  he  highly  .disap- 
proved of  the  lengths  to  which  that  system  was  atlenyard* 
pushed,  when,  under  pretence  of  defensive  war,'  aQthe 
native  powers  of  India  were  forded  to  receive  British  garri- 
sons, and  were  keptiii  greater  subjection  in  their  own  capi* 
tals,  than  tha  kings  of  Wirtemburgh  and  Bayar^a  are  at 
this  moment  by  the  emperor  of  Prdnce.  Under  vague  ppe*' 
tences,  a  great'  paVt  of  the  territory  of  ourally ,  the  JNabob 
of  Oude,  was  wrested  from  him,  and  the  possessions' of  thii 
Nabob  of  Arcofwe^cseiTfed  under  tlie  pretence  of  trcasbn^^ 
€aid  to  have  been  conMtnitted  by  that  prince  almost  under 
ttieeyes  of  Lord  Corrtwallis.  Highly  as  be  disapproved  W 
tiiat  part  of  I^ord  Wellcsley*s  system,  he  by«no  meim^ 
'  meant  to  brin^  any  charge  against  him  on  that  accoun(y.a6 
he  could  not  impute  to  him  any  improper  motives.  He^ 
only  considered  that  his  lordship  v^as  possessed  of  top  ar-4 
dent  a  mind,  and  views  of  too  gitat  ambition.  He  hoped 
tto  Hoiise  would  recur  to  their  former  resolution,  and  that 
that  should  be  for  tl»  flitat]e  the  e$tab!bh«d  system  of  Indian^ 
gov^rmneBt*  Under  the  fottaoer'  system,  ia  nofajc  iord' 
(GaBt)«rei^h)  had  often  expatiate^  dn  advantages  thaiiw^m 
ti>' result  Som  it,  bat  which  pfomises  were  never  realised  ; 
ivhereas,  on  the  other  side,  it  appeared  that  the  real  sitna^ 
iion  of  our  afifeirs^in.indifL  hfis  becom^e  so  distressed^  that 
300,000/.  have  been  stopp^  Aom  the  jtreasure  destined  ftrtr 
Uhina,  and  50,000?*  borrowed  from,  the  goyernralenti  of 
HaBras,  to  help  to  defray  the  arrears  ^of  pay  to  a  nnmbdr 
of  ^iT^liii  troops,  which  are  kejyt  up  at  an  es^penpe  txf 
GOfilXn.  per  nu>ntn,  and  whose  support  is  stated  to  ne  much 
more  inmrions  Uy  the  company  than  ihdr  hostility  in  the 
fieU/^ouid  be.  He  then  took  a  rmew  of  the  various  tr^iities 
entered  iato  fay  the.  Marquis  .Welledey  \lilh  <bf  .oliye 
ptnrersy  most  of  which  he  thought  hkidy  impoKtjc.  ^ik 
wry  short  time  aft^r  the  treaty  with  the  tUxyih  of  Bburtpot^ 
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tliat  priqc^.a(fmUt^^pur  enetrues  into  his  fortresses,  aii4  tbo^ 
Britisb  arhiy  lo^t  above.  3000  mm  in  vainly  endeavouring^ 
to  take  his  capital.  l*ho  treaty  with  Scindia  he.eqiifipy  dis» 
Improved  of.  Spme  disputes  had  arisen  about  the  constrMCt 
tion  of  sb^^  of  the  articles  of  tliat  tre^ity,  and  Scinjclia/  m« 
medVitely  sei^sed  and  iinprisoned  the  British  resident  In  IMa 
Gominioixs,  which  >yas  the  occasion  of  thc.piesent  war  in^ 
India.  He  thought' ii  was*fuH  ton©  for  jf'arliament  to  hiy 
down  lAmc  fixet^  princip]e^^nd  hjb  looped  therifi^tjbpnotu:*^^ 
able^nflemto  (Mr.  Fo^)  woi^M^jtjonsient.toith^.  papers-he 
now/mbved  for^  anutvoina  pursue  in,. pri<ftlc«  those  prin*, 
dUe^yhich  he'Imd  so  d(|^  professed  on  Ipdiah  aflairs»| 
He  t]hb|ajght  it  necessary ,  Ifiat  the  gQverun^ent  should  nf*w\ 
dfecl^ettne.  p5ocise  nlnri  ron  wliich  they  meant  that  India. 


ihoi] 

bcsiring  cUUe  on  the  10th  of  ii^iujst,  and  dtU  of  jSeptemfaer^ 

'Mr.  FoxJii4  no  intenCi0i>hitfver,l9  pbj«^t  tq^the  pro--, 
rloctiori  ofilxi  b^V^^  moved  for,  altkougV  lie  must  pb^erv^ 
fliat  his  hpn.  fi^encT' dici  not  appeiir  to*  huh|  to  have  stated 
any  necessity  or  parliamentary  i^fronhd  iipoju  whi^t  they 
ought  to  be  laid  oefojc  the ,  H6u^.  As  to  the  honoui^bkC 
^OtlcmanlsaUusioii  jtp  lljg  p*Qpj"ifely  of  ^  ^iWitoratipu  <?n  th«. 
part  of  jhis  ^j^^j^rtyV  mui/ster^^.reiati^  tq4.hc;  syetem  of  go* 
ter^uaeiit  ipcant  to  be  actoiji^npou  with  resaurd  to  (ndia,  bc 
yfB$  at  a  loss  i  to  conceive  any.  r^^sbn.  iipon  .wtiiciL  that  def 
niand  ^ouM  be  justified*  iio  di^posilion  was  jnanifesf  ed  to 
deivtafefiom  Uie  oourse  ivHich  ^a^  iiow  pursuing  respecting; 
India ;  and  luitU  such  di3p9sitiQn:shoaIa  appear,  heapp^p'. 
hbaded  that  it  was  quite  ttonecgssaj^  in  ministen  to  maW 
any  declaration  upbn  the  subject.:  Indeed^  it.4seemed  19> 
hi»  mind  that^  •  according  td  pradtioe^ .  .souhq. sesotntiiw 
abould  be  adopted  by  the  JSoUiiei^jC^pressiveoSf  its^piijfolt 
tod  wish^  l^K>re  ministers  were  callad  upon  to  ejitecinft> 
Ae  4iiestiop.  The  hoDpiirable  gentleman  Juid  alluded  t$ 
Ibe  opinions  formerly  dcliverefl  by  him  (Mxi  Fox)  ndati^ 
lotbe  ^oitentmeat  of  Ipoia.  .  Tp  these  opimont,  becouIA 
aiBSurenis  honourable /rlend^  ihajihe  still  jConapl4^^iad»^ 
jbned.  They  were , declared  above  four-ai^drt^eaty  y eiua 
ago ;  and  a&  far  as  lie  fiiad  jsince  bad  an  opportupiHy  of  ofa* 
•ervii^  the  afiaijr»  of  India>  tp  which,  pernap^,.)^  I»ad  not. 
dttencSodas  muob  a4  Qt]tig:.men)^8d  done^  or^^J&^ba»  ii^ 
doc ht^  he  had  never  seen  or  beard  of  a  tninsaciion  which 
^  ;Cx«  served 
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served  fo  >vcfJ(qn  the  c^^^cm^  ,ke  enteFte^iifd  in.  tll^giiBi 

frc^'6f  Ills  tmgiKal  opiiuons^iut j^  tMii^teHd 

fo^illrii'  colli jitr]^,  jii^s^  Mi  bad 

inHihr/  wtiich  be  hautnc  tionourof  siippoi1j|j^« , .  'Indict 
Bad  been  fioxv  V^cSfiOe^  upon  fof  a.  ^<^«^  v^rs,  And 

S'Hcn  the  su1>jt*ci »]^'ou,la  be  regularly  br^^A^gbtmrwdrd for , 
kqission,  he  )vonl(I^ be  perfectly  rceidy.  |o  state  bb  sesti* 
ntonts  respecting  il..    At  picbent  he  t^bould  only  mf^  Ibafc 
linttet  that  act.  a  tmrd  ,oi  contjrput  hud.becn  appoii|lcd^ 
rfndof  all  the  boards  yv^ich  fc^  (iircsjdfd  oyer  tbe^Tern-' 
ineht  of  India,'  hc'sEaw  1<^  grQun(|  tot  question. tli^iniro*^ 
tiohs,  oHaiJc  ^xptanations^  a^  to  t^c^  vfcws.  of  ^  lurcseiit, 
by  wjoib  evci'vdispositic^n  vras  bjlxewi?^  to  folloy  (beoolimo 
^escflbedin  the  ceso^tioniiTQrmerlyiidQptec^bt  tbeHoiisi^. 
aiiclof  ivhicb  the  hpiWrable  moy^q",  pf of^^ 

but.jLhe  umtsai  J&i  Moii 

.  irbpcy  4iaie»  *   Wheu^tbe  India* 

mivfM^Kal  Tone; Alehouse,  hisJiOtioumhk 

fftclid  ms  n  tate^ncfit  to  |^  Wed  for  oadhat 

i^}'^^bhyVi  rpi^J  be  f5atis&c{0r>\^  \rt>uld  nar 

l&T^tly  be  ci         ^  Lc  political  ttrsiefp  pUndia^'  and 

ibatthen  yould^be  (he  Proper  tiihetQ  scl^t  fota  fulTdiacus*; 
sibn  6f  Iftaf  sirty^ct.  '  The  ng^i t  honoqmble  gentlaBian  rej* 
j^Sst^  hh  dkii^cllhatipn  to  oppose^ ll^cproduciUoii  of  (hosi^* 
p^p^rs^'  ^Ithbuffb  'no  adegnate  rcasoa  >va^  a^ej^ed  by  tbo^ 
ihbyex^-'^althou^i  --*  '^*''^'"^~ 
an  inomry', 

At  ili'e  same  ,„.., ., _, .--^^.,  -^..„,.,^ ^ 

liot'concfrtvc  any  good  rciisbn  for  the  alarm  a^d  anxiety:) 
•i^hrch  TViiSj  by  his  honourable  fricn^^  ii^^  by  ptber  friends^ 
for  Whom  nc  nad  a  high  respect,  so  particularly  ^tatod  toj 
preVail  vri(h  tegH^^X'^  ^^^  government  of  India, .,  It  xcalljr 
appeared  to  kim  Vcfry  strange,  a  niucli  greats  ^gtcc^^oi 
jealousy  should  aeem  to  ai>ply  to  th^c  present  bocird  ^f  <\^n« 
tfodu  ffiaii  to'  fhat  wbich  preceded  it,  Uppn  (b6  wj^ole  the. 
right^ honourable  gjentlemau, did  not^^  the  prbj^jrieiy  of* 
calfing  upon  ministers  for  any  distinct  pfedgejifs.^.ta  tha. 
course  6f  bolicy  which  they^meant  to 'fcrfkm  y^^  ienxdia  \ 
Iildid.  Nb  ihtehtion  appeared  to  existi  c^t^ier  gn  tb^  part.- 
of  his'M'ijcsty^s  government,  the  boa^rdof jcpntroQt,  or  tIjML* 
cburt  bf  abpectOYs,  to  abandoh  the  course  of  which  all  $idf$^ 
of  tl^QQUse.aj^jEje^thm^^^ 
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pleiM\ims^  Teq(liMt(^^  ;If  ^  irftiiation  of '(^rcniuMwev 
^ottldcliH  fct  te  bn^i^ of  mtem^.  an  ex[|>hinaUo]^  .^^^Ut 
idoo^xat  bfsWBid  i^eceswjr*  B^t  lajtlie  pireseni  iiis|;u|<cc  te 
didiiet^ A)W  tbat'Uy  farther  explication  o^  uleAgc  ootdd 
fceftirfjrecittirta.':'.'^'  ',     •      ^^  \\    7— 

.  Mr.BiWAm^gtQH  cohcurifei  witfc  'Wliat^a4  fallcii 
firom  tiie  riglit  lldhf^iiriible  ^ehileni^iA^  (Mr.  JPpx).:  h^  dMl. 


tw^'was  averse  to  pl^tyuUgrdg-cVl)'  p^'^rt  "pf  ^I^  iCq.^^ 
L6rd''Wfelteac>syHchy  on  a  fiittitc  day^.wpiilcl  jcgu>e,, 
bofbbe^  tbferii'  hior^  t^^tarbp^for  dtscips|oi].^^  /^s^to^pic  pji-*: 
pert^noW  movitf  A)rJ  fai  lie  fciVJiq  oljjccljun  to  tUc^fc'  pry^uf;-^ , 
lioir^  he stoiiM  ri^  flpViokcl^^^  y,L\  .i,         '  j 

'  Mr:Grdfri,sicc\it(A  tluittlie  icdurt  oT^U^       bpd  nOf 
qilt^r  tti(>Mli6&  ttian'tQ  pari^c  tlic  system  j^6(^ip[rni:i^(jed^  [  iiy, 
(]ke  rt^oitttibhsaTlad^  tb.'by^hcr^      honoui^^lc  JJeciet. 
tarV  of  Slate.  ^IViflitliai^iewthev  concurred  iff  tjie^p- 
i  pojjitmartl  cif  i>orfCl)tntValUs,  an5 In  the  V^l»^(^uewt /oiw^pjf 

Sir  Qeo^MBaitl^W,  fj^oA  wticli  h^nf as  happy  ty .  ffcf cciTf? 
tbaJI^  his  S^je^iy>  ^bi^ieht  minuters  approYca  ot  iU^mpiie . 

>il^^S'  iriMM^^  l&otlon.pnci  shall 

!►  f'-i   -  ^.  endcarour 
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dhdmvout  asbriefly  as  7  <hrt\^ip  kaic  <,hp  views !h  \?hiclt*' 
jf  (hinK  it  of  importance  fliat'the  {)apers  momi  for  shouUt  ' 
belaid  before  tBe  Hoose.  -  Thfe  \j5114l  afg^riij^^  of  danker 

tually  done  away  with  ^yespect  to  ^dia^i' papers iytbosdr 
ifhich  taVe*'bcen  alrtearfy  piiblishM,  and  pftost  espcciaHy, 
by  tbe  late  intercepted  letters  which  have' been  ;publis1icd 
both  in  France-  and  this  country,  in ,wWth  whatever  ca^* 
€«ilher  inform  or  irritate  our  implacable  enemy  is  laid  opento 
his  view.    After  that  cbm^pilele  deydopement,  1  apprehend' 
lAo  on«  will  talk  of  danger  fo  the  public  ihtcrfcste,  uom  the 
disclosure  of  any  India  papers ;  biit  witji  respect  fa  those 
how  moved  for,  I  am  of  qfgirion  thedfecfesure  of  them,  in-^ 
stead  of  producing  mischief,  wiU  tend  to  corifect  the  mis-^ 
dhief  whifch  the  publicatfon'of  the  late  iiltercepted  letters 
waiMcalculated  to  broduccjliy  destroyii^g  tjie  hopes  which 
the  enemy  must  «av«'  indul^gfed  df  ^k^x^  i)^tsfeveririg  in  a; 
syM^iin  tha<'\vas  reading  us*  10  ruin.    4^hd  here,  Sir,  the' 
^forfutitkm  6f  tltesepapew  will  be  of  $olid  benefit,  by' 
sheirtngthe  triie  nature  of  •  tha^  system^  ^trippe^  of  tJiose 
Ttfrrtatnefrfs  dhd  de^oratioiis'w^uch  dazzl^l  ite  eyes,  ani^,  for 
ai  tiihe,  led  captive  the  n«ideR^a\idings  of  good  and  ,abfe 
ipen  in  Ibis  coimiry..    Thby  .^jriH  shew  upon  an  aiitTioriffJ 
i^hiclli  no  elojquence  can  gain^,  the  real  v&lue  of ,  that  for 


tlj^t  I  am  ^lad  thefee  papers  have  been  movfed  for*  stoa.l^p 
bA  hohoan^ble  member  who  is  i^ncoxinected  \r^tfa  the  botifl^ 
of^4irectors.  It  is  true  another  honourable  ,m'embei(,wh<i( 
lias  given  more  ifttehtion  to  India  affairs,  p^ljl^p^,  .tl^an^ 
a)iy  other  person,  ai^id  wl^p  l^as  .brpught  to- the  subject  t^««.. 
lehts  proportioned  to  it^  siagnitudc,  1ms  ^ccl^red  the  Indui 
directors  free  from  any  blame  ifor  the  existing  iqyils.  But^theMi 
p^p^rs  will  shew  that  the  dir^tbrs  have  been  a^  an^^iODs  to 
l^mjinate  those  evils  as, they  could  have  beta  if  they, bad 
tfiertselves  been  the  authors  of  ^hem ;  and  tH^v.  >^iU  gi?e; 
the  House  the  satisfaction  to  Vnow, .  that  mtic]^  .W94:done, 
towarch  the  terminatio^i  of  them,  even  v^  ihk  .jE^w'.w^df^  U^^t 
Lord  Corhwallis  was  spajred  a/ter  his'amVal  in  Jndla^j 
They  will  enable  the  Hou^  <o  agprcciatp  thc^  grti^  se^yi^cej^ 
rendered  *bT  his  lordship,  tsveh  m  thai  -shoit  ^tiod^  andt 
they  \^ill  shew  how  ana  by  whom  .those  servi^Bp  tfcre  prorf, 
puied.    These  papers ' wm  afea  have  the  eficcf  of  rempving 
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all  doubt  as  to  a  fact  of  which  I  have  lieard,  with  surprise^ 
that  doubts  have  bieac3:presscd  ill  this  House^  j;i^ine(jr — 
that  tlie  Mahratta  war  has  beoa  the  grca^t  prepondcraUng 
cause  of  ither  pr^nt  depiugecl  state  of  the  finauces  of  the 
East  India  G^panv.  Not  the  only  cause,  1  admits  for 
the  same  system  which,  fiave  birth  to  the  war,  gave  birth  to 
a  system  of  finance  and  e:^penditure  which  would,  nearljr 
have  absorbed  tne  whole  revenue,  even  on  a  i)eace  cstubli^h-^ 
inent.  But  when  war,  was  addoi  to  the  scate,  it  was  im« 
possible  for  the  finances  to  bear  up  under  the  aocumulatetl 
we^ht.  ,  These  {)aper3  then,  Sir.  will  shew  that  the  present 
financial  difficulti^  of  the;  East  India  Company  are  arapng 
the  seVious  evils  opcaston^  by  the  latesysleui,  a  system 
of  whicli  I  question  only  the  wisdom,  jjot  thq  intention  or 

-  integrity  ef  mind  with  whicli  it  wa^^  undertakeji.     1  cao 
also,  as  well  as  the  honourable  gentleman,  with  tbo' utmost 
fiihceritv,  diiclaim  any  mojtive^  of  personpil  ill- will  to  Lord' 
Wellesley ;  and  ivl^tever  may  prove  to  li,ave  b^n  tUe,  ob» 
jfct  of  calling  for  a  great  variety  of  fudiagap^rs,  I  cbbtiur 
entirely  with  the  honourable  n^ovf  r  ot  tHe'aue^ion,  thiit  it 
isexAien«Iy  dcwrable^that  Parliament  should  come  to  som6 
resdlutidh  tliat  should  re-establish  ifte  ptinciple  unani* 
mousl^  adopted  and  declared  by  this  Housb  in  the  yeai? 
1784.  '  The  papers  iumcstion^wiUsIiew  that  a  change  of 
system  in  Inidfia  is  b^tb  resolved  and  ^nlJered  hpou;  but 
Im  transactions  of  the  three  past  year^  ^nd  tiie'  death  of^. 
t  be  Marquis  Cornwallis^  may  ihaLp  it  difiicult'  to  indiuce  a 
bdieif  that  the  change  fe  sincere,  or  likely  to  be  pernianptit  i\ 
painful  eicpprience  has  >trought  the  cbnvictiofi;  htte  yfhffik 
re^n  and  argunient  failed  tQ  produce — tliai  if  i[ndia  iif 
(Xedtned  worth  preserving,  the  system  and  principles  of  diat  ^ 
g^^imatav^bomtbe  wiiol^ Indjaa'world  is  now lamenting^y 
must  be  followed  up  i  and  faithfully  to  adhere  to  his  policy 
waS' tie  only  true  wisdom  for  governing  India;  dnd  its-  wis-r 
(fei^  consisted  in  itssimpKcity,  in  ifs  justice,  moderation, 
and^lbrbearance,  alike  to  the  strong  and  to  the  weak,  alike  ^ 
ii^  success, and  under  adverse  fortune.    Had.  the  MarquLSl^ 
CS6l[^waili3  remained  in  IrnKa,  inst^d  of  coniing  home,;, 
afti^  his  first  adrntnistration,  the  most  $anguine  expecta** 
tK>ns  of  advantages  from  India  would, have  been  rea^i^d,^ 
aiid' that  for  which  we  have  contended  iit  such  dreadfi^t 
hazaitl  and  expei^ce^  iirould  Iiave  been  forced  upon  ns  bjr 
tile  afSections  of  the  people.      The   British  government 

.  woMid  have^been  volufitanly  look^  up  to  as  ^he  universal 
"      ^'  *  umpire" 
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«fii|Mrfffhmn!thcmt  India,  the  dispenser  of  peace  and  hap- 
pi)ie9§  tliriHi<!(1i  rqs^tons  Imger  flian  the  xmtAb  extent  of 
£Nr^.  i  am  anxions  then,  Sir,  fbr  a  resolution  that 
ftb<H4d  pledge  this?  House  in  frirourof  the  system  and  prin« 
cipk|i  nf  the  late  Marqitis  Comwullis,  and  bind  all  our 
fiiinrt  gnternments  in  In<lia  to  emulate  his  example.  And 
itan  hoftoutabfe  iventleman  below  tvould  permit  me,  I 
wcmhl  «aH  iipoti  Mm  to  brmg^  ferward  smch  a  resolution  ; 
«r  totenew  a  prt>pt)«il  which  he  bronjrM  fbriYard  liujt  scs- 
ikm^  Hfid  "iritidt  was  then  vnhapptly  rejected.  I  say  un^ 
fcappfly  rejected,  because  I  am  persuudcd  that  that  resrfu-  • 
tibii^  had  it  been  carrM,  would  have  proved  of  great  im«* 
peftaice,  by  strengthening  the  hands  of  Lord  Oornwallis;* 
«hI  ^nabliii^  him  to  shew  the  Indhm  shrtes  that  the  prin- 
flipiu  on  which  he  professed  to  act,  were  not  his  only,  but 
those  of  Parliament  and  the  country  at  large.  Sir^  it  was 
•  rBBolution  directly  in  the  spirit  of  that  great  man,  on  the 
V(^p|K>intment  of  iLord  Gcniiwains  to  the  govcmmcnt-gc- 
senM,  to  which  liis  Majesty's  mbiisters  had  just  mrcri  their 
ianctiort.  Aad  I  therefore  witnessed  with  equal  surprize 
and  oeitoem'  the  exertion  of  that  transcendent  eloquence 
which  prevailed  on  the  House  to  reject  it ;  how  often  that 
ffoqusttoe  waaczerted  ibrthe  wcjttoe  of  the  country,  no  one 
itmk  be  more  .seMiUe  than  I  am ;  but,  in  this  instance,  f 
iM!  ever  think  It  wus  n&tsappHed*  I  rejoice  in  the  belief 
Htmi  hb  Bfejesty^  pfresent  ministen  have  not  entangleil 
Miemirlves  in  fbe  mases  of  the  late  system,  nor  been  de- 
tuMt'by  the  splendour  and  i^ar^  attached  to  it.  I  have 
beard irftli  pteasure  the  aoitimente  delivered  (his  evening, 
by  a  right  bOBomable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox).  I  recoflect 
wnth  |>k»sure  the  sen^meuts  ddlverrd  Inst  session  by  a 
right  honourable  gentleman,  bow  high  in  bis  Majcsty^s 
oouncils.  I  hope  Mil  trust  that  t^bt  honound>le  geimemW 
andhii?  colleagues^  will  now  act  uplo  them,  aodtfthey 
do  much  may  yet  be  retrieved,  fa  the  present  moment^ 
which  f  believe  to  be  no  less  awful  in  ppspect  to  India  than 
Euffopo— nothing — no'indiyid«al  measure  couM  prodtict? 
more' salutary  mtctSj  than  a  resumption  of  the  iSiscarded 
prifitnples'  to  Which  I  have  ^oded';  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  ivho  brought  forward  the  resolution,  la^  sessfon^ 
might  now  oflS^r  it  under  happier  auspices.  ^  I  oife  it  to 
mysdf,  as.  well  as  that'  hommrabk  gent lemafi,  to  declare 
that  I  concur  in  almost  all  I  have  beard  'that  right  ho- 
nouriable  gentleman  ddrrer  in  this  Iloufie  on  the  afTatrs  of 
k  India^ 
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In(lifi).bi3  v\cw  of  the  >vhple  subtjeptistliat  i^lwlb^  .\i4^|)i0^U 
i^hy, conversation  VfiUi  Uim,  <uy  xnin^d  ha^  .lo^ig  J^Jitti  ^  ;iaa 
^vlic^hcr.lv?  be.i^  fticnd  to  the  coinpa^' or  not^  of  tlii^Jt^^ 
sure,  tbat  thempist  determined  friend  qltiieco/up^ivyifH^ulii 
^ot  kavc  o/Tered  opinions  and  advice  njlore  fxicixOi^io^iifj^ix 
interests  than  tnos^  ^'tudi  I  JxavcJLi<|ard  i\iid  i^^Jxoifp 
able  gppilf^wm  ^eUver  i^.iUjs  UMU»q^^  Iti^  iui.iapxxq^if^ 
that  friendly  disposiliqi^tpvards  th^iila^lnJU  d^l^ffj^^^ 
that  I  have  presumed  to  ur^ehim.to.rfnew.Ui^prpijuatiaiiit 
and  m^  apology  must  biitb^jperc(,*Btiou  wlCick  l^JiavciJi 
common  wilb  nim^  of  the  c^WnitiQ^.  ^vbi^Ii  .have.  f^/Uow^l 
our  departjure  fronx  t^oL^  prin(:;ji^V»  uil^|L  it^v^s^}]^ 
object  of  tli^v{4opikatLppL  tQenforq;^.  Jsi^dti  hopq  tbi^iMWiA 
will  accept  tbe  sainc  apolqgy  jQor  luy  tre>p4^^yi;{  ^o.<loi^<^ 
their  paticiioe* ,  I  c\v  otkcf  sfi|)i^i^t^,  c^uid  ovcxs^ofUf^^ii^, 
rcluctance.to  such  ail  i^usipn..  .       .    .  »    .     .\    ^  i 

Mr.  PauHAcfscaiUidnyi  i(U^  of  formiiig  ai j^i^^put-otl 
tlic  character  i)flhc  Jlaj;ili  of  JSjiMTipof^i  iji^mjti^  j9^t|)iyi^ 
MfhicK  the  House  had  ju^t  l^oa^^ijju  .1^^^ 
Qxember  of  the  Board  o£(;4H4fOU^')tyj^  ^f  ;^^'  ^k^M^blk 
fully  cousidcrod^  jie had  ua. doubtit  m Jji(a)$(pi)|)fVr,}J^ ihi^ 
npudchinjured  prince  has  bi»0u,)i)iiptaK>ni^9ywU^/^ 
conduct  which  >va^  colled  tk^,  m^tK^lfUiit^.^^  9iSM&M^ 

t«achcry  .     ;.id   ..  v  4  ^' '-*' '^i\f*V\^^  ■    '^^  'V '' 

^^.  ioriequestfid  lhcaAd4te^n^^/%  >MW^9.4^qM^ 
t#^;«tiaet.  in  ailusip.fli  >  .^Y)m  *M*4!^  t*a  fc(M 

nourabl^  directoc^<Jtfr».,Gcflgwt>tMiji,  m  J^»jp5<>:  Sra^wu*-^ 
tcrs  did  not,  in  tl^  appoiMtmcjij,  o^'.iw^  %u«>5  lJ<^?I«*i(jr 
mcanto pledge  theiiiiiJves^tQ41i|^j|UC»uil  oi^uf^  Di^^if^^MT. 
system  of  govornmcut^injiiidi^r^  Tlfo  ii^^Vr-^fc^^i^th^tf.tl^ 
wpoitOin^t  of  the  Ju}noiiral^,p(^;M>ii,:rofitfa;^  ,Uty  t%k 
vuiom  h^  eutertaiuQd  a  h^^b  re^^i^Gcts .>>4s  ipade.pxwi^«^furo, 
t)ie  j^jQKcot  ad^uinistration.Av^  ti^l^);  fiK9^^d).«^(i  urdpc.ta 
ffcwcniihe  inconvenience  o^ii^y  intcr;:egnum  ipjiidi^*  t  -  , 

Jjfrd  Tejuple  pledged  hiifv^f  to.  prove,- tba^t  tbc/^*DOfv«, 
moils  eaipence  of  our  blood  aiid  irousuFc  .iii.«lbo  w3r,|H(j(|ip 
QoUai:  wa»  princ4>iilly^winig  .to  ihetreacb<ury;a(thaj(l)VK^ 
dL  Bburtporc.  Upon  this  j>ouit,  a^.Hell  as;u()Q^  j^^oili^^f^ 
^om  which gcnlkmeu  professed  to. derive; XVnfgrAu^uUNi^ 
accusiitiou  s^auistLocdWcllchley,  he  had  no  4pubt,rW.i^Ltn. 
ever  that  the  conduct  o£ahat  ill  ustr ious.4)cn»oii  woMl4ap-^ 
pcar.io  have  been  cojmpleteiy  iustitiablc.     ,  .,  .^ 

Mr.  Grant  and  |jord  Xcmple  umtuall  v  explained,  .  -  ^ 
♦  Mr.  iraads  observed,  that  the  .whole  deb^,  with  one  cx- 
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Caption  only,  had  run  upon  Ibc  rectitude  of  Lord  Corn\faU 
lib's  principles,  and  the  nieritofhis  conduct,  acknowledged 
by  all  men.  Why  ?  Berausethey  were  exactly  the  reverse  of 
those  of  Lord  Wollcsley,  whoFoacts  were  cut  down,  whose 
ftystem  was  subverted,  root  and  branch,  without  mercy,  by 
bis  noble  successor.  What  was  this  in  eflcct  but  to  admit 
and  maintain  that  he  (Mr.  F.)  had  done  right  ?  He  dis- 
claimed any  personal  animosity  to  Lord  Wellesley ;  he  dc- 
^ed  the  acutest  human  sagacity  to  assign  a  rational  motive 
for  such  animosity ;  but,  without  a  ray  of  wit  or  wisdom, 
it  was  easy  enough  to  discovT  a  very  sufhcicnt  motive  that 
tni^^ht  have  induced  liim  to  take  the  opposite  course.  With 
Jipspect  to  Sir  Geo.  BaWow,  whose  name  had  been  repeatedly 
introduced  by  others,  and  his  character  highly  exalted,  he 
himself  knew  nothing,  nor  had  he  any  interest  or  concern 
in  that  qxtesdion.  But  since  those  merits  were  so  preferred, 
Jie  wished  to  know  whether  he  had  always  possessed  the 
liteem  of  the  Directors  ?  Whether  he  had  not  gone  the 
fulllen<^h  of  Lord  Wellesley *s  principles  ?  though  now  at 
last  he  had  seen  hts  error,  and  had  prudently  resolved  to 
dorrect  it ;  he  had  received  that  impression  from  very  good 
riuthorify,  and  ev^n  at  the  India. House.  With  respcctto 
the  motion,  since  it  was  likely  to  be  ^^rantcd,  hehau  little 
to  say  in  general;  he  had  no  idea  of  what  could  be  seriously 
meant  by  an  Indian  state-secret;  the  Board  of  Controui, 
lindcr  Mr.  Dundas  and  Lofd  Ca^tlerengh,  had  constantly 
jl^rofessed  publicity  «abaut  Indian  aflairs,  and  invited  dis- 
i?u^sion  ;  the  only  thing  that  ought  not  to  be  called  for, 
V-onld  be  a  return  of  tlie  army,  if  it  was  weak  ;  but  if  it  was 
^ron^,  and  what  it  ought  to  be,  there  might  bean  advan- 
Irtge  m  making  it  known,  even  to  the  enemy.  Mr.  Fran^ 
CIS  then  solicited  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  few  words, 
^JOncorning  himself  and  his  own  situation,  and  the  rather, 
as  they  would  probably  be  the  last  he  shoidd  ever  address 
to  them  on  that  Mibject.  He  had  passed  six  years  in  per-^ 
|5etual  misery  and  contest  jn  Bengal,  at  the  hazard  of  his 
life,  for  which  he  appealed  to  the  chairman  of  the  court 
4^(  Director's  ;  then  a  wretched  vojagc  often  months,  and 
two-and-twenty  years  of  Tfibour  in  the  same  course",  unsup- 
ported and  alone.  )8y  endeavouring,  through  all  that 
JOrtion  hi  his  life,  to  jnhintain  right  against  wrong/  ho 
ud sacrificed  his  repose,  and  forfeited  afi  hopes  of  retvard 
•rpCTsonal  advantage:  but  he  had  taken  his  resolution,* 
and  w6uld  do  so  no  more.    He  would  never  more  take  aii 
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active  part^  murfilessalead,  in  any  discussion  of  ladia it 
qu(*slions.  That  jkclaratioa  was  now  more  particularly 
called  for  by  the  'jwrsonal  address  made  to  him  by  th^* 
bonourablc  dircclor  (Mr.  Huddlcstoii),  in  terms  wbicb  be 
felt  to  be  moi>t  honourable  to  him,  as  well  as  fii(*a(liy»  He 
would  never  move  that  question  ugaiu  :  when  he  ilid  it  la.st 
year,  it  was  not  to  impeach  or  censure  Lord  VVelleslcv^ 
Dut  for  a  public  purpose :  to  arm  Lord  CurnWaUis  wi\b 
the  authority  of  Parliament ;  and  to  satisfy  the  princes  of 
India  that  he,  Lord  Cornwallis,  acted  not  merely  on  his 
sentiments,  but  on  the  permanent  principles  of  the  JtJri-* 
tish  legislature.  That  motion  wiis  set  aside,  npr  would  h^ 
ever  renew  it.  With  rcsjard  to  personal  proceedings  against 
any  man,  he  was  re>olved  to  take  no  part  in  them. .  The 
impeachment  of  Mr.  Hastings  had  cured  him  of  that  folly* 
//c,  in  fact,  was  tried,  and  Mr.  Hastings  was  acquitted. 
He  had  reason  enoufi;h  to  fed  a  spirit  of  prejudice^  if  not  of 
animosity,  against  Lord  Melville,  from  the  [lerpetual  con* 
tradiction  wliich  he  had  maiAtaincd  against  him.  Yet  ia 
all  the  proceedinir«j  about  that  noble  lord,  he  had  never 
uttered  one  word.  Nor  would  he  now  /Concern  himself  in 
any  proceeding  io  prosecute  or  censure  Lord  Welh^sley. 
His  spirits  Avere  exhausted,  and  his  miad  was  subdued,  by 
a  long,  unthankful,  alid  most  invidious  applicalion  to 
one  pursuit,  in  which  he  had  never  been  able  to  do  any 
t^ood.  •  Was  there  a  man  living,  or  a  p^rty,  had  that 
Ilouse,  or  had  the  nation,  a  right  to  expect  n>ore  of  him  I 
This  was  his  resolution  ;  though  he  was  still  free,  and  had 
a  ri^ht  io  alter  it  if  he  thought  fit.  He  was  not,  nor  would 
he  be,  standing  counsel  for  the  aation  or  for  the  cooiixmy, 
on  the  subject  of  India.  There  was  one  view  only  iu 
which  he  sliould  attend  to  future  proceedings  in  parli)^- 
^  ment  on  Indian  uuestions ;  because  he  would  not  relin* 
(juish  tbe  duties  oi  his  station  while  he  hdd  a  seat  in  psur* 
Iiament;  he  would  watch  and  take  care,  ifhecouLl,  tio 
protect  the  .finances  of  Britain  from  being  ruined  by.  those 
of  India.  He  had  passed  almost  thirty  years  in  endoft^ 
vouring  to  defend  Uie  India  company's  property  frongi 
ruin,  and  to  support  their  lawful  authoritv.  He  ]had  la-* 
boured  to  presery;e  the  pesuce  of  India,  and  to  protect  4b^ 
natives  from  oppression.  The  only  duty  left  him  now 
ytas^  to  defend  Lii^hindagwist  India. 

Sir  Theophilns  Mttcnlft  thought  the  publication  of  the 

pajxjb  moved  for  would  liave  an  useful  effect,  by  counter- 
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acting  the  representations  wliich  had  been  circulated 
throngh  Europe  respecting  the  state  of  India,  principally 
in  conseqnencc  of  the  letters  intercepted  by  Ihc  enemy.  He 
vindicated  the  character  of  Marquis  Wellesley* 

Iajt^  Foll'catone  considered  ilie  sending  out  of  Lorcf 
Corn^vafliswith  orders  to  pursue  a  sj^stera  of  conduct  dia- 
metrically opposite  to  that  of  Lord  Wellcsley,  as  a  diredt 
ceasure  upon  the  latter  ;  at  least  as  an  express  aeknowledg- 
inent  that  his  system  was  not,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  noble  lord  (Temple),  perfectly  justifiable.  Indeed,  he 
thought  the  present  situation  of  the  company's  aiTaJu^, 
their  debts  at  home  and  abroad,  sufficient  to  testify  tii« 
ill  effects  of  the  system  of  gov^jrnment  pursued  by  Lord 
Wdlesley  ;  a  system  which  was  now  so  generally  repro- 
bnttxl,  that  he  was  surprised  at  the  appointiueDtrOiSir 
tii^ortore  Btirlow,  who  was  known  to  be  anpiong  its  principal 
supporters.  , 

"^  Mr."  IL  Addingfon  disclaimed  any  intention  to  pro* 
ntwincc  an  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  Lord  Wcllesley. 

Mr.  (?rrtw^  endeavoured  io  vindicate  the  conduct  of  6it 
G.'Bailo^f,  by  stating j' that  altlioii^h  h^  followed  up  the 
«yst<*m'of  Lord  Wellestey  for  some  tunc,  yet  the  moment 
Ifc  received  an  intimation  from  this  country  thatadiffeSf^ 
ent  course  was  determined  on,  fce  .expressed  his  readiness 
ib  y^onfornito  it.  i    .      . 

•  Ml*.  Francis  explaiiied." 

Mr.  Wallap^*  spoke  against  any  attempt  to  prejudice  (he 
*as«  of  Lbtd  Wellesley. 

JMV.  JbA;?^irr)>?p  remarked  upon  the  diffenence  "^hich  wis 
fcftbwn  to  prevail  as  to  the  system  of 'gavernment  which, 
cfeght  to  bfe  fectM  iij)on  in  Sridia,  between  the  ppiaioos 
iWmerly  expit^^ed  fey  some  of  the  present  ministers^  and 
tfce  course  tiorw'  putstiirig  in  thkt  quarter.  He  was  glad, 
however,  now  to  have  the  doubts l^Yluch  naturally  rojse  out 
of  Ihe  difference  .dllAded  to,  'cornj)lctely  rcmoTed  by -a 
d^ared  dianfife '6f  sentiment. 

Mr,  /bjr  observed  upon  the  logic  and  the  prudonce 
evinced  by  the  last  speaker.  His  logic  he  thought  hy  no 
means  just,  anfl  his  prudence  was  certainly  nat  laudable, 
l\ir  as  to  his  logic,  it  did  not  follow  that  because  geaatfemen 
thouj^t  proper  to  adopt  a  certaiil  line  of  policy^  \iader 
certaih  cfrcumstances,  they  would  be  sul[iject  tp  w  impur 
tMibn  of  incrasistcucy,  in  pursuin^^  4  diueicnt  Mm  vw^n 
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thosis  circumsfanccs  had  undergone  a  nvtfcriaV change; 
and  as  to  the  honourable  ^entlenxan^s  prud^ce^  it  surely 
was  not  laudable  to  nres9  tke  charge  ofiiiconsutcncy  upon 
any  men  who  might  shew  a  disposition  to  abaiidou  upi- 
nions  which  the  honourable  gentleman  hinLselfproaounoed 
erroneous,  and  to  adopt  those  which  he  profcs^  to  coAsl* 
dcr  correctly  right. 

The  several  papers^ moved  for  were  ordered  to  be  lakl 
bcfone  the  House. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committce^of 
supply,  the  resolutions  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and  bdls 
orderect  accordingly. 

* '  Lord  OssuLston  postponed  till  the  nest  day  ^is  notion 
rem)ecting  India. 

In  a  committee  of  supply,  on  the  motion  of  the  secretary 
at  waT^  the  sum  of  411,7^5/.  was  ordered  to  be  granted 
for  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the  miUlia  of*  the  Uq^ed 
Kingdom^  from  the  25th  instant  to  the  29th  of  May  next* 
•    Import  the  next  day.'  ■ » 

Two  b{ll9  to  explain  and  amend,  the  sugar  drawback:  fict$ 
of  England  and  Ireland,  were  brought  ii^ by,  Mr <  V^n^it^r 
tart,  read  a  first,  and  ordered  to  be  r^ad  a  second  tupeth^i 
oexiday.  •  •  / 

The  report  of  the  Irish  revenue  continuation  act  wat 
brought  up,  agreed  io^  and  it  was  ordered  to.  bp  read  a 
third  time  the  next  da^;.  ,        " 

The  report  of  tlie  expiring  Ws  commtttae  wasbrfonght 
up,  some  resolutions  were  a^ced  to^.  and  bills  ordered. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  brMr.  Vausi^tart,,  that. there Jba 
laid  before  the  House,  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  wool 
inrportect  into  Ireland  for  the  last  ten  ^e^^rs,  distiugujshii^ 
eo^  year  and  the  quantity  of  Spanish  wool  infSuded  ia 
tiier  same  importation.  ...  :  j  •• 

The  Tortola  free  port  bill  was  read  a  second  tirpc  ai^jl 
committed  for  the  next  day,  as  was  the  wooUca  mau^,6lOn 
turers' penalty  suspension  bill.  ,.      .    ,    ^       . 

lit  a  tbmmittee  on  the  Aiherican  treaty  exeoutioii  act,  pf 
theSTYh  of*  his  Majesty,  the  chairman  was  instructed  ta 
move  tKci  {louse  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to^expiuiaaadl. 
amend  Ihesaid  act.  '  Report  the  next  day.   . 

T^Spcaker  ahtjiouncol,  that  the  clerk  had,  pursuaVQt  ta 
thi^  ict  of'  the  S4th^  of  his  majesty,  laid  on  the  ti^le  a  lis( 
of  th<*  members  who  are  eligible  to  compose  the  tribunal 
folP' tiding  oiTcnccs  committed  in  India.    ^djournerK 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TUESDAY,    MARCH    11. 

The  commiltee  of  privilege^  sat  for  some  lime  on  the 
claims  (o  (be  Barony  of  Roos. 

Mr.  Adam  was  heard  on  behalf  of  (he  claim  of  Lady 
Henry  Fitzgerald  to  (hat  peerage;  fvfter  which  (he  further 
consideration  of  it  was  postponed  (ill  Thursdny. 

Lord  Auckland  moveil,  that  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  search  foT  precedents  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  in  cases  of  impeachment,  prescMited  on  the 
^  17th  of  April,  1791',  should  be  reprinted.    Ordered. 

DECLARATQRY    BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  bilf 
for  declitring  the  law  with  respect  to  witnesses  being  liable 
to  answer. 

The  Lord  Chancellor^  in  order  that  there  might  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  security  of  witnesses  against  being  compell- 
ed to  aiiswer  any  question,  the  answering  of  which  might 
subject  thciti  to  penalty  or  forfeiture,  proposed  to  insert  the 
words  "  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  of  what  nature  soever," 
instead  of  the  mere  words  "  penalty  or  forfeiture. " 

JBttr?  Stanhope  delivered  his  sentiments'  on  the  subject  of 
declaratory  bills  in  general,  to  the  principle  of  which  he  was 
adverse,  except  in  cases  where  any  of  the  principles  of  the 
constitution  liAd  be<m  violated,  and  where  consequently  it 
might  be  necessary  to  declare  them  anew.  He  thought  tJiat 
from  declaratory  bills,  like  the  present,  many  evils  might 
arise ;  and  that  if  the  principle  were  admitted,  bills  of  this 
description  might  h^ereafter  be  obtained  to  declare  that  to  be 
law  which  was  not  previously  known  io  be  law,  by  which 
^reat  injustice  might  be  done  to  parties.  He  o\)jected  to 
the  present  bill  in  particular,  because  it  declared  tnat  to  be 
law  which  he  did  hot  in  his  conscience  believe  to  be  law ; 
aAd  though  seven  of  the  judges,  as  well  as  the  noble  chief 
justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  had  stated  it  to  be  the  law,  yet 
if  the  opinions  of  many  emment  judges,  now  no  more,  on  the 
contrary  side  were  taken  into  the  account,  and  added  io  th6* 
opinions  of  the  four  judges  who  had  in  that  House  difiei-ed 
from  the  majority,  they  would  be  found  to  outnumber  tlic 
opinions  of  the  seven  judges,  together  with  the  noble  chief 
justice,  and  to  constitute  a   majority  on  the   contrary 
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side  of  tlic  qi»cs<ibn.  'their  lordships  might  perhaps  tdinte 
that  he  iritrudal  his  opiuloiis  ca  legal  subjectsj  but  he  Mi 
confident  i\\  his  own  knowledge',  havinff,^vith  an  able  at- 
torney at  his  elbow,  read  through  the  whole  of  tiie  statutes, 
from  iVIiigna  Charta  to  the  present  time,  a  piece  of  drudgery 
to  \\hich  he  would  ventftre  to  say.  no  one  Vfho  heard  hhii 
had  ever  submitted/.  lie  had  no  objectioa  to  the  enactment- 
of  what  the  bill  statc^l  to  be  law,  if  he  thought  the  Ilojxse^ 
would  afterwards  pass  his  bill  for  the  protection  ofwit- 
«essc»s.  Ho  concluded  by  moving  to  leave  out  the  decla- 
ratory words  in  the  bill . 

The  Lord  Chancdhr  strongly  objected  to  the  mode  pro- " 
posed  by  his  noble  friend,  of  poiliUjj  the  opinions  of  dead  as 
well  as  living  jud<^es,  for  the  purpose  ot  ascertaining  on 
which  side  the  imijority  was  io  be  found  ;  as  such  a  system 
must  put  an  end  to  the  jurisprudence  of  tlie  country,  by 
j^cndcriflg  of  uo  arail  tlie  decision  of  the  judg(»&  in  ^uiy.case, 
unless  tlicy  were  supported  by  a  majority  of  the  opinions, 
gfjudges  whowcreno  more.  With  respect  to  the  decla-, 
ratory  part  of  the  bill,  he  would  give  up  tlie  bill  altogether 
rather  than  give  up  (he  declar.atory  part  of  it,  or  appear  to 
be  inereiy  enacting  a  law  upon  a  case  that  was  to  comcL ' 
before  the  House  for  judgment.  If  his  noblii  friend  wouldL 
looji  over  the  statutes  again,  he  would  (iiid  several  acts  of 
this  description  where  the  laW|  upon  certain  subjectf^^ 
having  fallen  into  doubt,  was  declared,  isi  order  to  remove 
those  doubts. 

The  motion  raadeby  Eiirl  Sianhopewasnegatiyed, 
,  The  Lord  Chancellor'js.ameudment,  after  inserting  the 
word  ^'  disability"  between  ^'  penalty"  and  "  forfeiture''. 
on  the  suggestion  of  Earl  Stanhope,  wms  agreed  to. 

Earl  Slaiihope  objectal  to  tlie  words  "  the  Lords  Spi-. 
ritual  and  Temporal/'  contending  that  as  the  Prince  of 
"VValcs  and  the  royal  dukes  took  precedence  of  the  Arch-r 
bishop  of  Canter!}ury.,  the  phrai^e  ought  to  be  "  the  Lords 
Temporal  and  Spiritual." 

The  Lord  ChauctUor  urged  the  improprietv  of  xaaking. 
sp  material  an  alteration  in  the  form  of  their  bills,  a  form 
which  had  been  sanctioned,  by  long  and  established  usage, 
unless  it  was  done  upon  due  notice,  and  when  all  thelords 
had  been  summoned  ;  but  certainly  not  upon  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  n^omont,  and  when  only  three  or  four  peers 
were  present. 

Lord  Auckland  obflerYcd  that  the  noble  Earl  (Stanhope) 
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}nul  offered  no  proof  whatever  of  the  necessity  of  any  such 
alieratioii. 

Earl  Stanhoiie  withdrew  his  proposition. 

The  bill  tlu'n  pta.s.sed  throucch  the  committee,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

Earl  Stanhopt*  moved  that  his  bill  for  the  discovery  of 
tmih  should  be  read  a  second  time  next  day,  and  that  tho 
lords  be  summoned. — Ordered. — Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS; 

TrKSDAY,   MARCH  II. 

The  Bristol  harbour  bill,  and  the  Irish  clergy  residence 
bill,  were  read  a  second  tin;e,  and  committed  ibr  the  next 
day. 

Itfr.  Irwitte,  from  the  office  of  the  inspector  of  the  cus- 
toms, presented  an  accouut  of  the  duties  outstanding  froin 
the  5th  of  January,  18Q5,  to  the  5th  of  January^  IbOC.-^ 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tierney  presented  a  petition  from  the  debtors  con- 
iiiied  in  the  Marshalsea  prison,  praying  relief. — Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

After  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tlie  subject  had 
been  presented,  Mr.  Alexander  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  continue  and  amend  tlie  powers  of  (he  American 
treaty  execution  act. 

The  House  resolved  into  a  committee  on  the  report  of 
ibe  expiring  laws  committee ;  some  resolutions  wcrc  agreed 
to. — ^Report  the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  corn  bill  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
fvas  orderra  to  be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

The  House  in  a  committee,  entered  into  a  consideration 
of  the  Tortola  free  port  bill,  upon  which  a  conversa- 
tion  took  place  between  Lord  Temple,  Mr.  Lawrenoe, 
and  Mr.  liose. — The  House  resumed,  the  report  was 
leociTed,  and  ordered  to  be  reconsidered  on  Thursday. 

Sir  C.  Bunbury  presented  a  petition  from  the  malt- 
sten  o[  the  county  of  SulTolk,  complaining  of  the  in- 
jury they  suifer  from  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  n^alt 
act. 

A  siimilar  petition  was  presented  by  Mr.  Mot^n  from 
the  maltsters  of  Warwickshire  and  Coventry.— ^oth  pc- 
tUions  were  ordered  to  lie  onthe  table. 

Mr. 
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The  Secretary' at  War  bjrouffht   in  the*_mUTiriy*'biir, , 

iwliich  was  read'  a  first  lifai  :'ana  uifon  &e  lApfiSa  ^fir  the  * 

secona  reading,  .   :'\\^'J  .'/ '''^:'\^'!  .  .V         ' I 

General  Tarleton  asicerfi  to  what  tim6  i£vras  meant  t6* 

extend  the  operation  of  mis  aci  ?  »',/•/      *  !*   ^ 

*The  'secretary  at  war  replieJ^  ,i6  the  time  for  whicli  tfiSfe 
eAiniates  oh,  the  table  Veite  made  up,  namely,  fdr  i\v8/ 
months  from  thjB  25th  instant.  * 

"  Sfr:  PulPer  snifl,  thattjiere  was  ^  class  of  petsons  In  the'^ 
country  who  were  particularly  affected  by  one  of  the  pro-  ' 
yisions  of  tnis  act,  in  which  some  modification  was  exceed-  - 
ingbr  ^irablc.  /  » ^         l' 

Tfne  Sp^ilef  si^ggested  to  tK^  KpriouraJble  member,  that . 

tlje  committee  would  be  ihe  proper  place  ^6'  propose  We  " 

modification'^e allude tp;  ;'^^^  *  ^^  ^     '        \^'*      \ 

TSfe  lull  was' ordered  to  heVead  i  giecondlBoie  'the  next  ^ 


^miiAon'foVm  dl55ehitK)diea  iyHt^viiiaW^ 

"Iteie  bills  w^re^ead  a  fii^t,  and  orAiift&'fo'  M  ^1i? 
BiM«mfethetie^^  •  •'?^"'^'  ^  '^'^P.''  ^^-^^^'^^^'^^ 
prdered,  on  the  mot^jn  of  Lord  H^fy;Pe^jij'%A%W' 
hc&^irSble':Heni;y  Fai^ell'sMdirt^be  adajjiJ^to  thfe  ^o&. 
mit<ee  appointed  to  examine  ti^e  joint  accb»tihti'bet\^rrai^^ 
Great  Bri&in  arid'Mand.  '    '*' '    •».;<•  ^  ^..^Tm  «>.:  ,..t 

IRISH   CATHMACt."  "     '•?'»'^-*  '<-»*'nf/i£ 

^ilfr.  23^7&rt«)f«ibputa'qncs<ionV^^         X^sdidiife^lt^ 
to.be  necessary  fai  the  dil/iharge.  ^o^'^iJs  dtrfy.'  .Tlif  "Joing 
so'^.tft^erefone,  It  could  flot  bfe  pupposqJ  tKat'  be  TtSc^actuated 
frf  kny  idle'curiosity.    lA^conseqtiencebf  ^nimoArs'W^ 
had  gone  abroad  that  a  change  of  opinion  had  taken  '^laCe  ^ 
atnpn^  those  who  had  fotmetly  supported  the  claims  cfiiie 
(ktlu^CB,  as'to  the  expediency  of  ur^^tftttseclkins  lit 
jfreaeat^  piiA  ihat  the  Cwdidtcsbf  Ireland  had  'dcomiescied  in  : 
tlie  prcbrieiiy  of  ihat  change,  he  thongiif  H  higoly  idrdpec ' 
to  put  AniB  qufestion.    It  was  of  the  utmost  importanee  to  / 
the  tifiuigiuUity  of  IidaKid^that  this  «obiect  should  be  set  "at  * 
iM  oneway  ot  ttte  other^  and  he  truded  the 'right  "hon.. 
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^Ueman  would  lelme  him  from  his  sospeofle  en  the  sub* 
ject. 

Mr.  jFaor.— Boall  V  the  questioD  of  the  honouiaUe  gen- 
tlonan  is  so  ext^^tomy  rague  that  I  cannot  pretend  to  an*  . 
8wer  it,  for  I  oon&ss  that  I  do  not  distinctlj  understand 
it.    The  honourable  ^ntknum  has  talked  of  some  rumoura 
afloat  as  to  an  alteration  of  opinion  respecting,  the  Catho-  . 
lv:»}  among  those;  who  formerly  suppcnrted  them ;  but  as  I 
do  not  know  to  whom  he  alludes,  I  cannot  give  him  a  pre-  , 
cise  answer.    But  with  regard  tQ  the  rumour  'th^t  the  Ca^ 
a^olic,  bodv  have  acquiesced  in  the  reported  alteration  ie« 
Bpecting  their  claims,  I  should  rathear  ask  the  honourable  , 
gentleman  himself  upon  that  point.    So  far  as  L  am  cpo^v 
cemed  in  this  question,  whenever  it  comes  under  disqussioiu  . 
I^aUbeperficdy  re^dytpst^t^  my  opinion^and  all! 
think  it  necessary  to  sny  as  to  h^y  future  conduct,  is  to  jre^ « 
far  to  my  past.'    I  cannot,  however,  liesitate  to  state,  that 
ifanj^  genflemaawereto  askmypidviceas  to  {heyropriely 
of  bnngiiig  forward  the  Catholic  claims'at  present,  I  fiiioala » 
leconugDiend  him  to  take  intoocmsidferation  the  proapoetiO^ 
success,  and  thd  greater  probabilitv^succeedii^g  this  year  . 
or  the  next ;  at  the  same  time  ta  bear  in  miud  the  isqxie,of ' 
fast  year's  dUcussion.   In  the  Part  whi^h  I  took .  ujpoii.^4t  > 
<>Qca8ion,.I  was  actuated  l|;i|y  tne  strmgest  sense  pf4utyr^ 
but  at  present  I  do  not  feel  miyself  obl^ed  to.say  any  tlu^ . 
tqore  upon  the  sul^t.    , ., . 

J9ifr«  DiUan  was  induced  to  put  the  question  he  had  sub-  - 
nutted,  in  consequence  of  rumours ;  and  he  believed., that . 
to  put  a  question  to  ministers  upon  such  a  ground^  waa  > 
not  unprecedented.  He  remembered^  indeed,  the  honour-' 
able  gentleman  himself--^— 

Tte  Speaker  called  the  honourable  member  to  oideri  w 
there  was  no  question  before  the  House.  .  v 

Mr.  PauA  postponed  till  Friday  one  of  thenoticfipf^j 
apecting  the  conduct  of  Lord  W^esley,  which  atoo4  fof  • 
that  day. 

INUIA  AJ?FA1BS»  

JLard  Ossublmrtmey  pursuant  to  Botfee,'io  move  for  « 
letum  of .  theddyts  of  the  India  Company  in  India,  .specie 
fying  the  time  and  the  terms  upon  which  each  debt  wa»- 
contraded,  and  when  and  where  the  princijpal  and  atiefeBt 
of  the  several  loans  were  made  payable,  mmtlieSth.  of;  , 
January,  1801,  to  the  latest  time  at  iwhich  the  same  couhit 
be  made  o^.    The  noble  loKd  disdaimed  any  wani  of  .con- 
fidence 
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fldenoe  in  the  Tieiis  of  the  present  miniflten  rAfj^etiiig 
India,  or  in  the  disposition  of  tliose  to  whom  the  eovem* 
menf  oi  India  was  more  peeUliarlr  cdmtniited.  Re  had 
not  the  least  doubt  that  the  wish  of  bojth  i¥V»  to  gire  eVeiy 
inlbrmatRNi  that  could  be  fkirly  desired,  and  that  tlieir  dis^ 
tinguifiihing  chamcteristic  would  be  rather  to  promote  than 
to  diseounife  inquiry  into  erery  department  of  the  pul^ic 
lulministraTOd:  His  object  in  undertaking  a  subject  of  such 
•iae  and  magnitude,  was  in  order  to  lay  before  the  House 
and  the  country  the  true  state  of  the  finandte  of  India,  with 
a  Tiew  to  urge  the  adoption  of  measures  in  due  time  to 
guard  thel  finances  of  England  from  suflEering  from  die  em- 
Sarrassments  of  the  former.  After  some  comments  on  the 
conduct  of  India  affairs,  and  particularly  for  the  last  tUiw 
le^n  y^rs,  dtiring.  which  no  condition  of  the  India  CSom* 
pany 's  pecuniary  engageitaent  with  the  public  had  been  fill* 
SHed,  tne  noble  lorcrs  motion  was  put. 

Lord  Morpeth  expressed  a  wish  that  his  noble  friend 
would 'withdraw  his  motion,  assuring  him  that  it  was  the 
intention  t>f  ministers  to  lay  before  the  House  the  fullest 
pdssible  information  with  respect  1o  tlie^  affiiirs  of  India.  < 
In  tffnfotitiiiy  with  t&is  intention  the  noble  tisconnt  stated, 
thttt  he  would,  in  a  fery  fewdajrs,  submit  a  motion  for  a 
return  of  all  the  debt&  of  the  India  Company ;  the  loank 
contracted  by  the  several  presidencies,  and  the  terms  upoii 
which  they  were  made,  distinguishing  such  loans  as  borfe 
interest,  mm  those  which  did  not,  WiSi  the  terms  of  inters 
est^,  whefi^and  where  payaHe,  &t.  up  to  the  latest  period, 
&o.  Such  an  account,  he  believed,  would  answer  better 
thaly  that  moved  for;- the  object  he  professed  (o  hnve  in 
view.  There  was  an  additional  reason  fot  acasdfnii^  to  a 
shoft  delay,  and  it  was  this,  that  it  would  errable  those  con* 
cemed  in  the  immediate  snperintendance  of  Indian  affairs 
to  ooUecl  more  accurarte  information,  which  they  would  be 
mdst'  probably  enabled  to  do  by  farther  arrivals.    » 

liOrdOssulston  assented  to  the  request  of  his  noble  friend; 

Mr,  Francis  rose,  not  to  take  any  part  in  the  discussion  \ 
of  flri*  subject,  hut  nMsrdyto  say,  that  there  was  one  qnes^ 
tioH  oovneded^with  the  finances  of  India,  to  which,  no|i> 
wilhftonding  his  gelicral  resolution,  as  the  House  liad  heavd^ 
he  iHt  hiinsdf  bmnd,  and  that -w^  the  loan  made  by  the 
government  of  Bombay  to  G^cowar.  Upon  this  loan, 
hoMver,  he  should  reserve  his  sentiments^  until  all  the  pro- 
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'  mii^  docameiits  should  be  laid  before  the  HoRse^  and  nn^ 
'the  India  budget  fthould  be  bronght  forward  for  discussion, 
I  Lord  Folkestone  was  glad  that  the  attention  of  the- House 
had  been  ealled  to  the  iniportaiit  interests  of  India,  aiid 
•thought  manj^  good  effects  would  be  likely  to  arise  from  this 
circttitetanoe*  •  He  hoped  that  the  documents  promised  by 
Ae  noble  member  of  the  board  of  cootroul  would  be 
.speedily  brought  forward,  and  fully  satk&ctory. 

Lord  Tempky  referring  to  the  notice  ■whtcn  hud  been 
postponed  by  Mr.  PauU,  took  occasion  to  state,  that 'the 
honourable  member  was  now  called  upon  in  candour  and 
fairness  to  Lord  Welkdey ,  to  stale  th^  nature  of  this  ohmrge 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  forward  on  Friday^,  purt» 
HBuant  to  his  notice. 

Mr.. Paull  said  he  should  decHne  .giving  the  noble  lord 
any  anstser  on  the  subject.  . 

^Lord  Ossulston's  motion  was,  with  leave  of  the  House, 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Patdl  rose,  pursuant  'to  notice,  to  move  for  the 
tnrdducftion  of  the  oorresportdei^e  which  had  taken  place 
Between  the  govemor^general  and  council  of  India,  ami  the 
commcfndcir  in'diief,  &;c.  lelative  to  the  commencement  of 
war  with  the  ilajah  of  Bhurtpoic.  The  honourable  mmn« 
jicr  defended 'himself  from  thp  ohafges- which  calumny  had 
propagated  agaiinsthim,  in  consequenceofthecondttctwUch 
'le  nad  been  impelled  by  duty  to  pursoe  upon  the  ^bjept 
of  Indiay'ttml  patticnlsurly  with  respect- to  Marquis  Wet» 
l^ley;  Towards  the  latter,  it  had,  he  understood,  been 
insinuated^'  that  he  was  actuated  merely  by  personal  ^i-^ 
mosity.  That  insinuation,  he  was  certain^  could  never 
proceed  from  the  noble  lord  himself,  for  that  noble -loid 
knew  him  too  well  to  asoribe.his  conduct  to  such  a  ntottVQ^  . 
for  his  lordship  must  know  that  it  was  irooossible  for  him.  to* 
•feel  any  animosity.  No  provocation  had  ever  been«  gi^em; 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  experienced  paartioalar  kindness 
ftom  Lord  Wellesley,  and  therefore  nothing  tmt  a  strong 
seilse  of  duty  couh)  havo  urged  him  to  follow  the  oourse  he 
had  undertaken.  Aftler  dwelling  *some  time  on  this  pamty 
«nd  citing  testimonies  as  to  his  character  andowdnci  ift 
India,  the  honourable  member  adverted  to  the  dedamtioiis 
which  the  House  had  heard  froman  honourable  ^ntleman 
(Mr.  Johnstone)  in  the  cotitso.of  ti^  preceding  debate. 
That  honourable  gentleman  deckved^  tbst  be  had  no^jn** 
tention  whatever  of  becomiQg  the  accuser  cf  Lord  Wel- 
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.JeBley.  <  Thi^^lnration  be  h«ard  With  surprize,  particu* 
rkrly  when  he- recoUj^^tod  that  that  honourable  gentleman 
tack  theliead  bf  him  in  the  line,  of  accusation.  But  he  was 
:n9i^ch  more  sMTpiized  and  concerned^  in  common  with  all 
;  ib^  friendsf  of  India,  and  justice,  at  the  declarations  which 
^hadlMen  made  in  another  quarts,  or  rather  at  the  declining 
<to  make  any  explicit  declaratbn  or  pledge  as  to  the  system 
^to  be  followed,  in  the- future  government  of  India. 

The  Speaker  eaUed  to  the  recollection  of  the  honourabk 
.  member,  that  it  waa  Hot  regular. to  tekt  to  eipressions  used 
ia  a  former  debate. 

The  honoaiab>emenibenthen  proceeded  to  observe,  that 
he  iQcant  at  present,  only  to  lay  the  grounds  of  an  investi- 

etion  into  Lord  WeU^Ic^^'dcojiduct,  aod  not  to  pronounce 
n. guilty.  It.was^for  this  purpose,  that  he  now  moved 
for  papers  respecting  the  Rajah'of 'Bhurtpore.  The  Mai^ 
q^iWdksIey  bad  oon^dared  hb  alliance  as  of  £rreat  im* 
/Dortanoe ;  he  had  therefore  concluded  a  treaty  with  him  ia 
1803.  This  treaty,  however,  was  seon  broken  on  the  part 
of  the  Rajah,  who  entered  into  engagements  with  Holkar^ 
(Nir  bitterest  enemy.  This  poaduct  h^  been  ascribed  to  the 
iNiseBt  treaeheiy,  but  he  could  not  hastily  adopt  this  opi- 
nion^  as  it  belied  every  part  of  the  Rajah's  former  life. 
Whatever  might  «be  the  reason,  however,  the  Marquis 
Welledey,  instead  of  demanding  satisfaction,  determined 
that  the  severest  vengeance  should  be  inflicted.  He  made 
no  demand  for  reipatation,  butsinsisted  on  unconditional 
surrender.  '  General  Lake  was  ordered  to  advance  against 
him,  with  as  great  a  force  as  we  had  ever  assembled  in 
India.  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  relate  to  the  House,  the 
saj^ttinanr  and.  ineffectual  assanlts  that  were  made  on  the 
fortress  of  Bhurtporeu  Our  attem|3ts  were  unsuccessful^ 
and  {Were  sucoeed^  by  an  ignominious  peace.  These  ha 
cmoeived  to  be  ms^rs  that  required  the  serious  invesiiga- 
tion  9f  the  House,  and  for  this  purpose  he  s1k>uUI  move, 
^^.Ttot  there  be  laid  before  the'House  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
ent^Mxi  into  between  the  goverU'ment  cff  India  ami  the 
Uajah  in.tlSQS;  oopicfi^of  ktters  from  Lord  Lake  to  the 
llllarquis  Wellesley,  giving  an  account  of  the  atUicks .  on 
Bhurtpore ;  andva  copy  of  the  treaty  concluded  in  1804, 
balYfeen  the  Marquis  Wellesley  and  the  Rajah.'' 

^ft2  Tempk'yias  surprised  tliat  the  honourable  gentle* 
xaan  had  chosen  to  confine  his  charge  within  such  very  nar- 
row limits.    He  thought,,  however,  that  when  he  was 

bringing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'SSS  THB  PA  nziAumnAur  bueoisteb*  [tim^ 

bringing  a  charge  against  a  pefion  so  d]stiiiguished>  as  tbe 
Marquis  Weliesiey,  it  would  have  been  more  decorous  to 
that  noble  person,  and  more  candid  and  fair  'Vfrkh  lespecft 
to  the  House,  to  have  simply  moved  for  the  papers,  and 
then  let  them  U^tl  their  own  story.  As  for  his  part,  he  was 
fully  convinced  that  when  thcise  papers  should  beproduced^ 
they  would  tell  a  story  very  diferent  from  that  which  tfaii 
honourable  gentleman  stat«l.  Instead  e(  thb  war  of  ex-* 
termination  and  thirst  of  blood  that  was  imputed  to  lua 
noble  friend  (LiordWellesley),  it  would  be  seen  that  he  had 
conducted  himself  with  unexampled  moderation  and  for* 
bearance  to  this  very  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore.  As  to  the  high 
character  which  the  Uajah  of  Bhurtpore  had  in  India,  and 
his  great  connections  there,  thojf  only  made  his  treachenr 
more  inexcusable  and  his  hostility  more  dangerous.  Ho 
«tterl;)r  denied  that  he  had  been  forced  to  the  treaty  whieh 
was  bigneci  in  September,  1803,  as  it  was  a  treaty  whioh 
secured  him  grc^t  advantages*  There  was  «  4th  article  to 
that  treatv  which  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Paul!) had 
not  stated,  by  which  ^^  each  of  the  coiftracting  parties  was 
bound  to  furnifJi  assistance  ^  the  other,  in  case  his  territd^ 
ries  should  be  invaded/'  It  was  in  consequence  of  this  ai^ 
ticle  the  Rajah  was  called  'Upoo,  and  did  actually  fum&h  a 
body  of  cavalry  which  joined  our  aritiy^  and  he  on  his  sid^ 
received  from  the  company  a  very  valuable  accession  df 
territory  and  revenue,  equal  to  one^tiiird  of  all  he  was  be* 
fore  possessed  of.  A  very  short  time  afterwanis  tie  war  with 
Holkar  broke  out,  and  no  sootier  had  Colonel  Monson^s  de** 
tachment  met  with  a  defeat,  than  this  Rajah  was  found  to 
be  -in  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  and  conspiring  te 
turn  against  us  those  auxUiary  troops  he  had  sent  to  join 
our  army.  The  copies  <^  this  int^elepted  correspondence 
was  sent  to  Lord  Welledey  in  the  month  of  July.  18M, 
and  nevertheless  his  loidship,  who  was  stated  to  have 
sought  a  war  of  extermtoation,  wrote'to  Lord  Lake^  thai 
he  would  not  wi^h  to  punish  the  Rajah,  who  was  pM^hiy 
misled  by  mischievous  agents  and  advisers.  These  were 
the  instructions  with  which  General  Lakemarchedto  Agra, 
and  wliich  were  afterwards  left  with  General  Frafter.  The 
first  direct  act  of  hostility  was  committed  on  the  part  of  the 
Rajah,  whose  fortress  of  De^  afforded  a  protection  lo^ 
lemains  of  Holkar's  army,  and  fired  upon  the  Bikish 
tix>ops,  which  enabled'  Holkar  to  carry  off  a  great  part  of 
his  army^  aud  place  his  artiUery  in  that  fortress.  After  the 
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toit  of  De^  wfis  taken,  and  notwithstandfog  the  several 
imsuooeKfiir  attacks  on  Bhurtpore)  the  Rajah  at  last  came, 
to  hufenaef)  and  waa  glad  to  ccmelade  a  peace^  hy  which 
he  agreed  ia  pay  to  the  company  twenty  lacks  of  xupees  in 
four  years^ land  thecompany  guaranteed  him  his  (emtories. 
He  was  aW  bound  tx>  keep  no  Frenchmen  or  Knropeans  in 
his  army.  On  these  tondiiiotiSy  the  conquered  countries;^ 
and  even  the  fort  of  De^  itsdf^  had  been  sinCe  lestored  to 
himts  In  all  these^ransactions,  he  conld  perceive  nothing 
of  .that  juiplacable  vengeance  which  was  iatnputed  by  .the 
KtmooraUe  miembei^  to  the  noble  mar^nts. 

Mr.  Jokndone  observed,  that  some  expressibns  had 
lalien  from  the  hononmble  mover,  which  might  natnrally 
induce  the  House  to  believe,  that  he  had  concurred  in  diis 
iioensation  of  Lord  Wdlesley ,  and  had  advised  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  to  brio^  k  forward*  The  advice,  however, 
which  he  hail  given  hun  at  different  iimes  was  directly  the 
f^vcne.  He  had  advised  him^  in  die  first  place,  not  ta 
stand  as  caiKttdate  for  the  boroafj^  he'ref^iesentedyand  not 
toaeekaseatiftfliat  House.  Thesecond  piece  of  advioe'lift 
hadlgmtthfaas,  "Was  by  no  Juaein  to  a^tate  that  buriness. 
It  hid.appeaied  to  him,>  tiiat  ike  stirring  this  bnsinesa'wimtdl 
IVHSCi  been  disadvantageous  aAd.inexpedicht  for  bath  of 
them.  ISe  shouU  not  speak  abbtit  the  private  Reasons 
iiAiich  idiight  dissiUUfe  others  r  font  he  shouhl  say,  tiiat  for 
hmsdf  he  feared  it  w^uld  oriymtifasthe  situation  of  those 
pEiaoes  in  India,  to  whom  ha  iwiaa  attached,  still  worse  thafi 
It  was  flit  preseht.  He  hadseen  thehr^irroogs,  bnt  despaired 
of  being/able  to  redness  them.  But  although  Hbese^  motives 
dJsBBBded  him.  froin  bringing  charges^  yet  as  the  subject  had 
come  before  the  -diseussion  of  parliament,  he  could  not 
uaroid  saying,^  that  it  app^n?d  to  him  the  strangest  and 
nostmiaccouatabla  policy  in  L6rd  WeHesI^,  to  conclude 
tieatns  widi^suoh  a  laaa,  especially  aAer  he  had  known  his 
chaaacter,  and  had  experienoed  his  treachery.  In  this 
treaty  we  idso  guaranteed  the  terrStori^iof  this  Rajah,  it 
was  to  get  sid  of  those  sort  of  treaties  that  Lord  OcmiwalUt 
had  simrtt  himself  so  anxious;  It  was  for  this  he  gave  up 
the  fiurtress  of  Deeg,  and  i^dinquisfaedhisolafan  to  the  stipu-* 
lated  nnitiberK>f  lacks  of  vupees^  He  thought  it  was  better 
to  o«ie  them  foffteesses,  or  give  them  money,  than  to  be  in- 
oamaoded  with  their  ftiendship,  or  bound  by  those  treaties 
of  dliance  and  protection)  <»  which  Marquis  WdBeslqr 
Hasaofopidi  . 
•         ^^^  5  Mr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.3B0  THE  PAftLIAMlSKrASr  BfiaiSTBR^r  [COIT.H 

'  Mr*  Hikj/  Jddin^h  said,   that^  iig'  tbe  honouTable 

OMyver,  ill  anticipattrig  4he  oontehts  of  the  {Kipen  for 

lAidi  he  ni^vedy^ad  made  his  asscrtions'pvettT'stafdiljr^ 

ke was jiotBorry  to  hear  frofin his  noble  friend  (L^M Tem-» 

pie)  assertions  of  a  contrary  nature  a^  vtfttdily^  and-  at  leist  ^ 

aa  rpandly  ddiiyered.    He  muet  allow  -  that  4be*  honoHTablo  ^ 

nover  had  liad  the  candour  to  distribute  .ainohg  the  mem«  • 

bers  of  the  board  of  cohtroul,   a  niiniber  of  papers  le*  '^ 

meeting  which  he  mored ;'  hut  from  the  ^rreat'  mass  of  theni^  i 

they  bra  no^  had'  time  io  profit  by  'thW  cafadonr.    He^ 

should,  however,  .individually,  as' an  hunible  member  of  i 

Ae  board'  of  ecmtroul,  say,  'that  he  saw'no  objection  to  ike 

panting  thJe  papeis ;  his  private  feelings  would  rather  > 

induce  him  to  second  the  motion  than  to  oppesb  ijt,  for  he  • 

£iltcoatinced,  that  when  the  papers  were  jproduced,  they: 

would  exhibit  a  gr^  many  amiable  trualities  in  the  chft* :: 

nutter- of  Lord  Wellesley,  which  id^rgentlemen  weie' 

AeA  vnnrillihg.to  giv€  bim4iiiedit  for. '  Ttey  would  shnr^  r 

Unit  to  this  very  Rajah  ^he  joA  ekerbised  'tfn  dbtraofdiiiary  ^ 

SiitfaeMatBce,  aoid  animeacanipled  nioddra&)a;i :  Without  t 

aaeaoiogUo  xibpose  tl^e  TtkoAoUj  be  shphld  vfu$tiott«rve,i]iKtl 

le  ANiSied'wneiher  a  iuffleient  iparliaineH(I^Tr|impid. 

Inen  «ssigiMi  for  it.    It  •  dU  not  ap]^r  ^  ko  Mm  p#opciyf 

Ifaataflffinmbfr  should  moVe  for  a  vaU'ttiass  t>f  papairf.< 

sn»6ly;tQ^fiBfabut^u>meca%i[seofcomp^      which  he  did /^ 

sei  iuiow  oefoie. '  /As^ibrthe  Beciaratidtt  of  hostililieal 

against  the iRa3ah,:Jio suchpaper  did csrist ^•theR'nenr^ 

waB'a.deflstrBti<H(i.ofbf>sliHiiesv  biit  ibilwar'begaa^  byiim: 

caniaoncof  tbe  fort  ofOte^  firing  iipon^ibe(Bru»h*,anny^i 

and  pnMibctin^  the  reM^^t  4Jf* tfol^     It '^vas 'at'«  time) 

when  UiC)  Rajah  was  writing*  tfae.moit  ^neiidly  letters  to» 

liOid  WeUesIey,  and  saying,  in  the  mdMa!  caniy  ^  rbakt 

jne  happ^  by  your  letters,^  (that,  he  if a^  •conspiring  •  witkt 

the«nemies  of  the  company  to  expel  the  BrUisn  ftoniT 

India;  *  Nothing  would  be  more  dononstrablb  and  nneipii^ ' 

vocal  tiian  ihie  perfidy  of  the  Rajah,  whom  the  honoiin^ ; 

Ue  mover  how  extolled  so  highljr.  As  sobn'as  wc  kad  net' 

a  disaster  under  Colonel  Monsbn4    this  foitUess  priiioel 

chos^  that  moment  not  only  to  vimate  his  treaties,  mt  tor 

con^piretheutter  destruction  of  that  power  for  which  he  pfO^i 

fiss^eu  so  much  friendship,  and  U}  which  he  owed  so  much. 

oblation.    The  manner  i^  which  the 'goVemor-^geoenl 

gained,  infaiinatioa  of  his  tceacheiy  was  most  Unques-^. 

tioiiuible..    A  confidential  agent  of  his  at  Matunh  fiestr 

infonned 
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informed  the  British  resident  of  it,  and  about  a  week 
after  a  vakeel  was  taken,  with  tlie  correspondcace.  whidi 
went  to  the  whole  extent  that  had  been  stated.  Notwith- 
standing this  certain  information  of  the  treachery  of  this 
prince,  Lord  Welleslej^  was  still  inclined  to  impute  ii  to 
autriguers  and  evil  advisers,  and  did  not  give  directioas 
to  go  to  war  with  him  for  above  ei^ht  month:^  aftei^ 
wardS)  and  not  until  actual  hostilities  uad  been  commiU 
ted  on  the  part  of  that  prince  against  our  troops,  who 
were  .pursuing  Hplkar  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fort 
of  Deeg.  He  concluded  by  declaring  that,  in  his  opinion, 
no  blame  could  aitacli  to  Lord  Wellcsley  for'the  fditure  of 
the  treaty  which  he  had  made^  and  io  which,  doubtliess^ 
he  wished  to  adhere. 

Mr.  Welleslj/  Pole  hoped  that  every  tittle  of  informa- 
tion would  be  granted,  which  the  honourable  mover 
could  desire*  He  said  he  felt  a  confidence  that  both  the 
conduct  a;id  character  of  (he  noble  Marquis  would  find 
its  level,  and  be  judged  deserving  the  approbation  df  ttie 
.  country  He  was  astonished  that  the  honourable  mof er 
had  declined  answering^  when  he  was  asled  whatwa^fhe 
precise  nature  of  his  charge.  The  House  had  reeeitfed  a 
tolerable  lesson  that  night.  It  would  have  been  impossi- 
.blc  for  the  House  to  have  been  prepared  for  the  exkihffions 
ilie  honourable  genneman  had  pleased  to  mtdwethat  night, 
i{  they  had  not  had  sonic  previous  intimation  of  wiiat  it 
was  he  intendeil  to  ]>ring  foi'ward.  It  was,  therefore, 
equally  impossible  that  they  should '  be  prepaited  for 
.Friday,  unless  the  honourable  gentleman  would  let  tbeai 
know  what  chjirge  it  was  that  he  was  to  bring  forward 
on  that  day.  As  for  the  case  of  his  noble  rehttion,  he 
coi^mitted  it  with  confidence  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
country. 

,  Mr.  Paull  snidj  that  when  he  declined  to  answer  the 
question,  when  put  by  the  noble  lolti,  it  was  because  he 
tuought  there  might  l)e  enough  in  the  maunei'  of  putting 
a  question  to  justify  him  in  declining  to  answev  it.  As 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  put  it,  he  should  not 
decline.  The  charge  would  be,  "  with  respect  to  the 
seizure  and  assumption  of  the  territory  of  Cruzemt." 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  various  motions  for 
papers  respecting  the  treaty,  and  all  the  transact  ions  of 
the  government  of  India  with  the  Rajah  of  Bburlpore,  and 
the  several  papers  moyed  for  were  granfed  unanimously. 

V^OL.  L  1805-6.  3  A  The 
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The  Irish  duty  bill  wiis  read  a  third  time  and  pass<*d. 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  on  Lord  CoUlin^- 
wood^s  annuity  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  reported  the 
next  day. 

'  Lord  Henry  Petty,  finding  that  there  had  been  some 
ditficulty  in  making  the  returns  of  tlie  reversionary  grants 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  account  of  the  wording  of 
the  resolution  for  that  purpose,  proposed  a  verbal  amend- 
ment, which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of. 

Adjourned. 

.  .1 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,    MARCH    12. 

Lord  Eldon  delivered  his  opinion  relative  to  tlie  appeal 
from  Scotland,  *'  Crawford  v.  Coutts,"  After  which  the 
further  consideration  of  it  was,  on  his  lordship's  motion, 
postponed  till  Friday. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  appeal  from  Scotland, 
f ^  Howie  V.  Merry,"  was  postponed  till  the  next  day. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  LORD  MELVILLE. 

Lord  Walsingham  presented  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee j>ppointed  to  seiirch  for  precedents  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  in  cases  of  inipeaclunent }  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A  short  conversation  ensued  between  Lord  Aukland  and 
Lord  Eldon,  respecting  the  additional  article  of  impeach- 
ment against  Lord  Melville,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  that 
noble  lord  should  be  called  upon  to  answer  ;  which  ended 
in  an  order  to  summon  the  liords  for  the  next  day,  in  order 
to  take  the  same  into  consideration. 

DECLARATORY    BILL. 

Lord  Walsingham  reported  the  declaratory  bill,  he 
amendments  made  in  which  were  agnxxl  to. 

Lord  EMon,  in  order  to  save  the  exceptions  which  ex- 
isted to  the  general  rule  laid  down  in  the  bill,  proposed  a 
proviso,  the  first  part  of  which  enacts  that  the  court 
shall  not  repel  an  objection  made  by  a  witness  to  answer, 
where  such  objection  is  made  specially  and  on  specific 
ffrounds  stated,  but  shall  decide  on  such  objection  accord- 
ing tq  the  law  as  it  appears  to  them.     It  is  lastly  enacted 
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ihiii  a  witness  shall  not  be  coniix»llablc  to  answer  any  ques- 
tion  \vliich  he  could  not  be  compelled  to  answer  as  a  de- 
fendant in  a  court  of  equity,  on  a  bill  being  filed  against 
him. 

Earl  Stanhope  objectctl  to  this  proviso,  which,  he  said^ 
instead  of  declaring  the  hw,  left  it  to  the  judges  ^of  each 
'  court  to  decide  what  was  law,  thereby,  instead  of  removhig 
doubts,  rendering  tliose  doubts  more  doubtful.  lie  also 
considered  the  clause  to  be  imconstitutional,  in  as  much  as 
it  sent  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  common  law  to  the 
courts  of  equity  to  learn  by  what  law  they  were  to  decide, 
a  system  which  met  his  marked  condemnation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  defended  the  clause,  to  which  he 
could  not  see  the  sliglitest  objection.  It  was  perfectly  clear 
from  the  opinions  of  the  judges,  that  there  were  exa»ptionj* 
to  the  general  rule,  which  it  was  necessary  to  provide 
against.  With  respect  to  courts  of  equity,  the  law  of 
evidence  was  the  same  in  those  courts  as  in  the  courts  of 
law  ;  and  therefore  the  objection  upon  this  head  fell  to  the 
ground,  as  the  clause  merely  directed  in  fact  that  the  laws 
of  evidence  should  be  resorted  to.  Although  somewhat 
irregular  in  referring  to  a  bill  of  the  noble  Earl's  (Stan- 
hope), now  on  the  table,  on  this  subject,  he  was  happy  to 
concur  with  him  in  one  part,  where,  notwithstanding 
his  objection  the  prt^rcKling  day,  he  had  inserted  the 
words  '*  The  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal."  Tlic  Lords 
Spiritual  were  the  ministers  of  God  and  of  religion  ;  and 
it  being  thought  fit  that  they  should  take  a  part  ia  our 
temporal  concerns,  it  was  also  fit  that  they  should  also 
have  the  precedence. 

Earl  Stanhope  said  he  had  inserted  the  words  "  The 
Lords  Temporal  and  Spiritual,"  but  that  the  printer  had 
altered  them.      *^ 

Lord  IJoUandj  notwithstanding  what  had  been  said  by 
his  noble  and  learned  friend  on  the  woolsack,  could  not 
agree  in  the  propriety  of  referring  the  judges  of  the  courts 
of  common  law  to  courtu"  of  equity,  to  learn  the  law  of 
evidence.  He  had  too  much  veneration  for  the  commoa 
law  of  the  country  to  sanction  such  a  proceeding. 

Lord  El  don  contended  tliat  the  seven  judges  who  had 
answered  the  questions  in  the  affirmative,  jfiaving  all  done 
so  with  a  variety  of  exceptions,  .it  would  be,  in  fact,, 
acting  contrary  to  that  opinion^  if  a  law  were  passed 
•nacting  a  general  rule  on  the  subject,  without  any  excep- 
^  -     *  3  A  2  tion ; 
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tion ;  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  witiiout 
some  such  clause  as  (hat  he  had  proposed,  the  declaratory 
bill  would  be  Ihe  s^reatest  nuisance  that  ever  existed  ;  no 
man's  property  would  then  be  safe,  as  he  might  be  com- 
pelled to  answer  questions  which  might  divest  him  of  all 
title  to  his  estates.  As  to  courts  of  equity,  their  lordships 
would  recollect  that  the  judges  who  had  answered  the 
questions  in  the  afUrmative,  had  all  drawn  from  thence 
the  grounds  of  those  opinions. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued  between  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Earl  Stanhope,  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  Lord 
Holland  and  Lord  Eldon.  Lord  Holland  objected  that 
the  law  was  not  definitely  declared,  the  reference  being 

£5nerally  to  the  proceedings  in  courts  of  equity.  The 
ord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Eldcm  maintained  that 
courts  of  equity  proceeded  with  respect  to  evidence  upoii 
knoiiii  and  ascertained  rules  of  law,  which  were  equally 
well  known  in  courts  of  common  larw,  and  bad  been  re- 
ferred to  by  Lord  Mansfield,  and  other  judges  who  had 
decided  points  respecting  the  liability  of  witnesses  'to  ao^ 
«wer. 

'  The  clause  was  received  and  added  to  the  bill. 
'  Earl  Stanhope  still  considering  his.  bill  for  the  mom 
effectual  discovery  of  truth  from  witnesses  to  be  necessary, 
teoved  its  second  reading,  observing,  however,  that  it 
should  move  in  the  committee  to  alt^  the  preamble,  and 
make  it  a  bill  for  the  belter  protection  of  witnesses.  The 
object  of  the  bill,  he  stated,  was  to  prevent  the  evideuoe 
given  by  witnesses  from  being  afterwards  made  uae  of 
against  themselves. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  {$[ 
Friday,  for  which  day  the  Lords  weve  ordered  U>  be  s6m- 
moned. 

Severd  members  of  the  House  of  G>mmon»  bMmgUt 
up  the  corn  exportation  bill,  the  Irkh  duties  UU^  tlie 
fiyreign  troops  bill,  the  royal  mariDe  mutiny  bill^  tht 
Greenland  whale  fishery  bill,  'and  four  pri^ateliiUsy  whidhi 
^cve  seiFerally  read  a  first  time.     Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

WEBNB8DAT,  MAHOH  13. 

H  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  election  6f% 
membet  of  parliament  for  the  boxot^  o£  hixa>Rsp9y  ia 
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the  room  of  Thomas  Faiie,  Esq.  who  has  accepted  the  * 
stewardship  of  the  chiltern  hundreds.  A  new  writ  was 
aiso  directed  to  be  issued  for  the  dection  of  a  member 
for  Queenborough,  in  the  room  of  G.  P.  Moore,  Esq. 
who  has  nccepfed  the  stewardship  of  the  hundred  of  Ea&t 
lleiidred.  ^ 

Mr.  William  Dundas  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  iDove 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  for  two  years  lon- 
ger the  act  for  the  more  expeditious  and  easy  payment 
of  creditors  ifi  Scotland;  lie  ctated  that  he  would  have 
no  objections  to  any  improvements  that  might  be  suggested 
by  the  courts  below^ 

Leave  given. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Duigenan  the  Irish  clergy  resi- 
dence bill  was  committed.     Report  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Yansittart  moved  that  there  belaid  before  the  House 
Itit,  An  -accoont  of  the  amount  of  exchequer  bills  out- 
standing and  unprovided  for,  issued  pursuant  of  an  act 
of  the  45th  of  the  King,  for  raising  eight  millions  by  loans 
oaejcchequer  bills,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1805;  se- 
condly, An  account  of  the  exchequer  bills  outstanding^ 
and  unprovided  for,  issued  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  tbe 
45th  or  the  King,  for  raising  two  millions  and  a  half  fay 
loans  on  exchequer  bills  for  the  service  of  the  year  1805  ; 
8dly,  An  accomit  of  the  exchequer  bills  outstanding  aad 
unprovided  for,  issued  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the45ih 
of  the  King,  for  raising  one  n»Uion  and  a  half  for  the  seG«> 
vice  of  the  same  year. 
-  OfoercQ* 

Before  the  rising  of  the  House  these  accounts  were  prc- 
lented,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bili  foir 
continuing  the  act  relative  to  the  terms  on  which  certain 
lerrices  of  tbe  Irish  militia  wore  to  be  accepted. 

I^ve  granted. 

Tbe  English  and  Irish  militia  cloathing  bills^  the  miti*^ 
tia  adjutants^  t^iH,  and  the  militia  subaltem  officers' biU 
"were  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
the  next  day.  ' 

WOOLt£«   MANUPACTCRSRS'^SUSFENSIOK   BrLL. 

Lord  Temple  moved  the  commitawut  of  tlw  wooUev 
jmnufaetviars*  supensioa  bill. 
V  The  Spe^iiDet  l^aviag  left  the  chaiT) 
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Mr,  Moore  observed  Uiat  he  did  not  rise  io  oppose  the 
bill,  but  he  wished  that  it  should  be  more  perfect  than  it 
was.  The  suspension  had  at  first  taken  place  only  for  six 
months,  before  the  end  of  wliich  time  it  was  expected 
that  this  business,  would  have  been  settled  ;  but  it  wa» 
still  iu  the  same  situation  as  at  the  beginning.  He  had 
no  objection  to  suspend  the  operations  of  the  act  against 
such  encroachments  as  had  already  taken  place,  but  it 
was  fair,  that  while  the  suspension  continued,  no  far- 
ther encroachment  should  be  allowtxi,  till  the  House 
came  to  a  decision.  He  hoped  that  tlie  raeml^ers  »f  coun- 
ties who  sup  jjorted  the  FEW,  would  conccxle  thus  far  to 
him  who  supported  tlie  many.  His  object  was  to  put  the 
question  to  rest  for  the  present. 

Mr.  iMscdIcs  tliought  himself  called  upon  to  say  a  few 
words,  in  consequence  of  the  allusion  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  the  few  and  the  many.  He  disclaimed  alj 
party  views  in  this  business.  It  wnsTi  subject  of  too  much 
importance  to  admit  of  them.  Thoie  were  thirteen  or 
i<>urteen  stJitutt\s  reiruiating  that  trade^  made  at  an  early 
j}eriod,  mosl  of  which  were  not  ai>plicable  to  it  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  and  dciibls  were  entertained  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  rest.     All  he  wished  was  to  liave  the  allair  investi- 

?ated  by  government  as  a  great  question  of  national  policy, 
'he  honourable*  gentlfuian's  mode  of  putting  the  question 
to  rest  was  somewhat  curious,  for  his  clause  wouhi  allow 

SrosecutioDs  to  Ik*  carried  ou  agaijist  those  who  should  entei; 
ercafter,  according  to  the  common  course  of  the  trade. 
A  committee  would  be  appointed  as  early  as  possible  to 
settle  the  whole  business. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  also  thought  it  necessary  to  eij^ 
ter  his  protest  against  any  party  views,  such  as  might  be 
inferred  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  allusion  to  the 
supporters  of  the  fcAv  and  the  supporters  of  the  many. 
He  thought  the  interests  of  the  few  and  the  many,  in  this 
cawe,  ]3crfrctly  consistent.  It  was  the  obvious .  interest 
of  boUi  labourers  and  masters  that  the  trade  should  flou- 
rish. The  honourable  gentleman  did  jiot  observe  pcr- 
iiaps,  that  he  was  counsel  for  many  master  manufacturers^ 
who  carried  on  the  trade  on  a  small  scale  in  their  own 
iouscs,  and  amidst  their  own  families,  exhibiting  a  pic-" 
\ure  of  industry,  comtbrt,  morality,  and  independence, 
of  which  they  who  had  not  seen  them  couhl  scarcely  form 
an  idea.    He  did  not  w^Ii  to  impair  these^  but  to  advance 
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them ;  not,  however,  by  extending  restrictions,  but  in 
that  manner  in  which  the  interests  of  commerce  could 
best  be  promoted.  He  wislied  the  affair  to  undcr^-^o  the 
fullest  elucidation  on  an  early  day,  and  to  tl)i.>  discussion 
none  could  come  with  a  more  sincere  dt^ire  of  doinir  justice 
to  all  parties  than  himself.  He  knew  them  so  wcU  that  he 
could  venture  to  say,  that  whatever,  after  mature  delibc-, 
ration,  might  be  the  decision  of  Parliament,  they  would 
acquiesce  in  it. 

Mr.  Brooke  hoped  that  no  impediment  would  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  final  settlement  of  this  buj-incss,  which 
had  been  now  two  years  before  the  House^  lib  object  was 
to  promote  the  interests  of  all  parties.  lie  lioped  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  not  insist  on  his  clause. 

Ijord  Temple  felt  the  sincerest  rea^ret  that  the  business 
had  been  left  so  long  undecided.  The  object  of  ministers 
was  to  finish  it  as  soon  as  possible;  and  he  liefore  staled 
that  this  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  purpose  of  suspending 
the  affair  till  a  committee  could  be  appointed  for  its  inves- 
tigation, lie  meant  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  for  such  a 
committee  on  Friday  next.  He  objected  to  the  clause,  as  it  ' 
had  a  reference  to  a  poiJit  on  which  the  House  had  to  de- 
cide. 

Mr.  Moore  thought  that  he  might  safely  consent  io 
withdraw  his  clause*,  after  the  candid  statement  of  the  no- 
ble lord,  whose  object  was  the  same  as  his  own — namely, 
io  have  this  business  brought  to  a  sj^ecdy  conclusion.  The 
county  members  might  perhaps  relish  the  distii»ction  of 
employers  and  employed,  bc*tter  than  the  few  and  themany- 
The  employed  had  constantly  attended  with  a  view  to  for- 
ward this  affair ;  but  he  saw  no  such  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  the  employers. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  said  tliat  his  opinion  was  confirmed, 

that  the  honourable  gentleman  wns  not  aware  of  ihc  exa&'t 

description  under  which  many  of  his  clients  came.     He 

was  in  fact  pleading  for  the  bulk  of  the  master  manufac- 

-turers. 

The  clause  was  then  withdrawn. 

Report  the  next  day.  * 

Lord  Temple  gave  notice  that  he  wouhl  on  Friday  next 
move  for  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  slate  of  the 
woollen  manufacture. 

TREATING    ACT. 

Jtfr.  Ticrney  brought  up  a  bill  for  preventing  unnerrc. 
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carjr  expences  in  the  election  of  members  of  parliament.  U 
enacted  that  no  money  should,  directly  or  indirectly,  be 
given  to  electors,  as  trayelUn^  expences,  or  as  a  compen- 
sation for  loss  of  time,  or  for  meat  or  drink,  or  under  any 
other  pretence  whatsoever. — It  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed, 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that  if  there  was  no  objection,  lie 
^*would  moved  that  this  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  Friday 
ae'nnij^ht, 

Mr.  Hurst  thought  that  as  it  in  some  measure  contained 
-nn  alteration  of  the  law^  tlie  second  readinsf  ought  to  he 
postponed  for  a  week  longer.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
principle. 

Mr.  Rose  thought  it  contained  no  alteration  of  the  law^ 
but  was  a  mere  explanatory  bill. 

Mr.  Hurst  explained,  and  Mr.  Tierney,  after  stating 
that  the  matter  had  already  been  a  fortnight  before  the 
Ilouse,  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on  Fri- 
day se'nnight. — Ordered. 

The  American  treaty  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  next  day. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading,  of  the  American 
wool  bill,  Lord  Temple  stated,  that  he  had  some  clauses  to 
propose  in  the  committee  to  remove  certain  objections 
which  might  be  made  to  it. 

Mr:  Harrison  observed,  that  these  would  remove  hi/i; 
doubts.  After  which  the  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Friday. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  Tuesday 
move  for  certain  papers  respecting  India  and  the  Rajah  of 
JKiurtpore,  in  consequence  of  tlie  papers  moved  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr.  Paull). 

Lord  Collingwoocrs  annuity  bill  was  reported,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  itiird  time  the  next  day. 

The  corn  exportation  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pasfccd. 

TJie  mutinv  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  on  the  Indian  ju- 
dicature lists.  Among  the  names  returned  were  those  of 
Mr.  Lascelles,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Fellowes,  Mr.  Sliaw  he 
Fcvre,  Mr.  Dl  Erskine,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Morton  Pitt,  Mr, 
'  Hawkins  BrownC;  Mr.  Morrb,  Mr.  Perceval,  Sir  William 
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tieary,  Mr.  Poster,  Mr.  Archdale,  Lord  JLouvaiiie,  Mh 
Plomor,  &c. 

General  Tarleton  moved  that  the  ordnance  estimates  for 
180(>,  presented  by  Mr.  Calcraftj  should  be  pHnted. 

Mr.  Vansittaft  had  no  objection,  but  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  expected  they  should  be  printed  immediately,  on  ao 
count  of  othei*  business. 

General  Tarleton  observed,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  impedd 
public  business. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Corry  was  sorry  that  he  Imd  not  been  present  during 
the  commitment  of  the  Irish  ctergy  residence  billj  but  gave 
hot  ice  that  on  the  report  he  would  move  for  sdme  amende 
tacnts  to  guard  the  rights  of  patrons. 

Mr.  Paull  moved  tor  a  copy  of  the  ptotcfst  in  1805?,  of 
the  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors  of  the  £^t  Indift 
company,  against  the  measures  pursued  in  Oude,  which 
led  to  the  treaty  of  1801^  wiiich  was  approved  of  by 
the  secret  committee^  as  appeared  from  theii'  minutes.—^ 
A^eed  to. 

jfhe  other  orders  were  then  disposed  of. — Adjouinedi 


House  of  lords. 

THTTRSOAT,   MARCH    IS; 

The  conirailtce  Of  privileges  sat  apin  for  jonletime  on  th^ 
tlaims  to  the  barony  of  Roos.  The  soltcitor-gen^ril,  od 
behalf  of  Ladv  Henir  Fitzgerald;  Sir  Vicary  Gibb-?,  oil 
behalf  of  the  f)uke  of  fttitland ;  and  the  attorney-general 
On  the  part  ot  the  crowrij  were  severally  heard.  After 
which  the  fiirthet  consideration  was  postponed  till  tbe  SStli 
March. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  LORD  MBLVILLCs 

Lord  Auckland  called  the  attention  of  their  lord^ships  16 
the  further  article  of  impeachment  against  Lord  Moivillei 
with  respect  to  which,  he  said,  the  first  impressiofi  of  hit 
tnind  was,  that  it  ought  to  be  received*  lie  was  ^lad  that 
the  House  had  afterwarcfs  referred  it  to  the  committee  ap* 
pointed  to  seareh  for  precedents  of  their  lord$hi[)s'  ^itH 
ceedings  in  cases  of  impeachment,  as  nSuch  information, 
was  in  consequence  derived  from  the  committee  on  the 
subject.  He  wpuld  not  now  trouble  the  House  with  x^-nU 
ing  the  report  of  the  comm-^ee,  bttt  should  merely  re  '  t 
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to  three  rases  which  were  analogous  lo  the  present.  Tl»c 
igrst  was  the  case  of  Lord  Strafford ;  the  second  that  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  in  1643,  who,  alter  putting  ia 
^n  answer  to  articles  of  impeachment,  also  pleaded  to  fur- 
tlier  articles,  which  were  subsequently  sent  up  from  the 
Commons;  the  third  case  was  that  of  Lord  Danby,  ir^ 
Iphich  it  was  expressly  stated,  that  time  shouhl  be  allowed 
him  to  plead  to  the  articles  of  imi)cachraent  preferred 
gainst  him,  or  to  any  further  article  which  might  be 
presented.  It  was  therefore  clear  that  the  principle  of 
calling  upon  persons  impeached  to  answer  to  any  further 
articles  of  impeachment  which  might  be  sent  up  from  the 
Commons,  was  recognised  by  precedent.  .  As  to  what 
IMTould  have  been  the  effect  if  Lord  Melville  had  entered 
9.  special  plea  to  the  articles  first  presented,  whether  he 
could  then  be  called  upon  to  answer  a  further  article,  he 
would  not  discuss  the  question,  it  not  being  before  the 
House,  the  plea  of  that  noble  lord  having  been  a  general 
one  of  not  guilty.  In  the  motion,  however,  which,  he 
intended  to  make,  he  wished  to  give  Lord  Melville  the  op- 
portunity of  either  dernurring  to  the  further  article,  of 
withdrawing  his  general  plea  and  pleading  specially,  or 
of  pleading  generally  to  the  further  article.  He  concluded 
by  moving,  "  That  a  copy  of  the  further  article  of  im- 
peachment be  communicated  to  Lord  Viscount  Melville^ 
and  that  he  do  put  in  his  answer  to  the  same  on  the  next 
day  fortnight. "    Ordered. 

The  further  article  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  corn  exportation  bill,  the  Irish  duties  bill,  the  fo- 
reign troops  bill,  the  royal  marine  mutiny  bill,  and  the 
Greenland  whale-fishery  bill,  were  severally  read  a  second 
time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

Lord  Henry"  Pfett^,  and  several  othc^r  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons;,  brought  up  Lord  Collingwood's  ism- 
jiuity  bill,  and  a  private  bill,  which  were  severally  read  a 
first  time.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

THURSDAY,   MARCH  13. 

•    Mr.  Staniforth  presented  a  petition  from  the  maltsters  af 
"Kingston  upon  H^U,  prayin^^  to  be  relieved  from  certain 
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embarrassments  uivJer  the  existing  malt  laws.  Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  William  Dundas  presented  his  bill  for  the  farther 
continuance  of  the  Scotch  bankrupt  laws.  Ilead  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  for  the  second  reading^  the  next  day. 

Read  a  first  time  the  London  wet-dock  improYemcnt 
bill,  and  ordered  for  the  second  reading  the  next  day. 

INDIA    AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Whitshed  Kecne  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  House  a  copy  of  the  commission  under  which  tlie  com- 
missioners acted  for  investigating  the  debts  of  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  hoped  the  hon.  member  would  have 
no  objection  to  postpone  his  motion  for  the  present,  if  not 
to  suspend  it  aliogefher,  as  it  was  the  wish  of  a  noble 
friend  of  his,  (Lore!  Morpeth)  detained  that  day  by  illness 
from  attending  in  his  place,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  hi 
a  bill  upon  this  subject,  previous  to  which  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  move  for  a  co|  y  of  the  commission;  and  as  it 
was  the  wish  of  his  noble  friend  to  bring  this  matter  for- 
ward with  the  least  possible  dehy,  he  hoped  that  every  pur- 
Sose  of  the  hon.  gentlcmnn  would  be  answered,  if  he  would 
clay  his  mo  ion  only  for  a  few  days. 

Mr.  \V.  Keene,  however,  persisted  in  his  motion,  which 
passed  in  ihe  nescativ*^  without  a  division. 

Rt»ad  a  third  time,  Lord  Collin  ^wood's  family  annuity 
bill.     Massed  and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

IRISH    CMUIGY. 

Dr.  nuigen?!n  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  goin^ 
into  a  ( ommittec  on  the  Irish  clergy  residence  bill,  whi" 
being  read  accordingly, 

Mr.  Grattan  rose  to  express  his  hope  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  doctor  would  not  now  persist  in  pushing  forward 
the  bill  through  the  Honse  with  so  much  rapidity,  in  the 
absence  of  gentlemen  from  that  country,  who  certainly 
wished  io  be  present  at  the  discussion  of  a  subject  of  %o 
much  importance  to  the  clergy  of  Ireland.  Some  of  those 
gentlemen  had  not  yet  arrived  in  London :  others  were  ar- 
rived, but  not  present.  Several  of  them  had  instructed 
him  Xo  request  the  learned  doctor  would  postpone  the  com- 
mittal of  the  bill  until  Thur^ay  the  8th  of  May;  and  he 
hoped  the  learned  doctor  would  have  no 'objection.  . 
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Dr.  Duigenan  hoped  Ihe  hon.  gentleman  would  be  sq 
good'  as  to  friyc  him  some  reason  why  he  wished  ihe  fur* 
tJier  proceedings  of  the  bill  to  be  postponed  to  so  distant  p. 
day.  He  had  brought  the  bill  forward  at  the  request  of 
the  board  of  first-fruits  in  Ireland — a  bpard  composed  of 
the  lord  chancellor,  the  three  chief  judges  of  the  other 
courts,  and  many  of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  of 
Iceland.  By  the  Union  it  was  settled,  that  the  church  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  should  thenceforth  be  one  and 
the  same  for  ever.  The  present  bill  was  foundeil  in  striqt 
conformity  tQ  that  principle,  and  did  not  contain  a  single 
tittle  that  was  not  enacted  by  the  bill  which  passed  this 
Houst*  in  the  43d  ot  the  King,  for  securing?  the  residence 
of  the  clergy  in  England;  and  which  bill  had  undergorvB 
a  most  minute  discussion  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
an<l  therefore  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  what  objections 
could  exist  to  the  bill  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Gfailan  answered  that  his  first  objection  was,  that 
abill  of  this  nature,  in  which  not  only  the  church  but  tl^e 
state  in  Ireland  might  be  eventually  involved,  should  pass 

.in  the  ab^sence  of  those  gentlemen  who  represent  Ireland, 
l^nd  who  must  feel  a  material  interest  in  the  ecclesiastical 
establishment  of  that  country,  and  who  could  not  possibly 
attend  in  their  plaa^s  in  that  House  until  after  th&  assizes. 
If  it  was  desired  that  he  should  qfier  any  farther  reasons, 
he  must  be  obliged,  very  reluctantly,  to  tresspass  on  the 
time  of  the  House  at  greater  length ;  but  the  House  wou\fi 
have  to  impute  that  to  the  curiosity  of  the  learned  doctor, 
and  not  to  any  wish  of  his.     His  first  additional  objection 

-  then  was,  that  that  bill  had  not  yet  been  debated,  and  this 
he  conceived  a  strong  objection.  Secondly- ,  the  statement 
of  the  learned  doctor,  that  this  bill  was  exactly  word  for 
word  the  same  wi^h  the  act  which  had  passed  some  sessions 
ngo,  for  enforcing  the  residence  of  the  English  clergy; 

•  whereas  the  circumstances  of  both  countries  differed  so 
materially  from  each  other,  that  the  measure  which  might 
be  extremely  right  in  the  one,  would  be  extremely  wrong 
in  the  other.  .To  use  a  very  homely  simile,  it  would  be 
like  the  case  of  a  taylor,  who  having  made  a  garment  ex- 
actly fitting  one  man,  would  propose  it  to  be  worn  by  ano- 
ther whom  it  flttccl  in  no  respect ;  and  reallv  the  pron^si- 
iiQu  of  the  learned  doctor  to  impose  rqguUtio/i^n  the 
plergy  of  Iceland,  which  were  localfy  and  circumstantially 

.  Iidapted  only  to  the  clergj  of  this  country,  was  rather  the 
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Arguaienl  of  a  bad  taylor,  than  ihat  of  a  profound  slates^ 
jnun*     III  many  parishes  of  Ireland  there  were  no  parish- 
ioners to  whom  a  clergyman  could  minister;  and  therefore, 
jt  must  be  totally  unnecessary  to  enforce  the  residence  of 
an  incumbent,  so  long  as  a  parish  ccmtinucd  to  be  so  cir- 
cumstanced; nor  could  the  analoj^y  between  t lie  cases  of 
both  countries  jnstiiy  the  necessity  of  similar  regulations, 
upon  this  ground.     The  learned  doctor  had  mentioned  the 
Irish  bo.ird  of  first-fruits  as  his  authority  for  bringing  for- 
ivard  t!iis  bill;    a  board  cert^iinly  composed  of   persons 
to  whom  he  (Mr.  Grattnn)  wished  to  pay  every  degree  of 
deference  and  respect:  but  not  one  of  tnose  persons  had  a 
right  to  sit  or  vofe  in  the  House  of  Commons,  consequently 
tlfcir  authority  inthat  placeouirht  tohave  no  deliberative  in^ 
fluence.     The  learned  doctor,  by  possibility,  might  be  ex- 
tremely right  in  bringing  forward  this  bill:  he  would  not 
at  this  moment  enter  into  that  part  of  the  discussion :  he 
wanted  only  to  give  the  learned  doctor  time  and  opportu- 
.  nity  to  prove,  by  fair  argument,  to  the  satisfaction  of  those 
who  would  feel  most  interested  in  the  bill,  that  it  was  iust 
and  necessary.     There  was  one  clause,  at  least  he  under** 
stood  it  sQi  that  made  the  residence  of  the  clergymen  to 
.  depend  upon  the  mandate  of  the  bishop.     But  he  could 
not  exactly  approve  the  principle  of  enforcing  residence 
ifor  just  such  time  as  the  discretion  of  the  bibhop  should 
deem  it  fit  to  appoint.     Beside,  the  exercise  of  this  dis- 
cretion might  be  tendered  in  some  cases  extremely  oppres- 
sive: in  the  case,  for  instance,  of  an  old  clergyman,  who 
might  be  induced  to  give  his  vote  for  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment at  an  election,  contrary  to  the  mandate  of  his  dio-  , 
cesan.     If  there  were  such  persons  as  political  bishops  in 
Ireland,  he  would  not  assume  to  say  they  were,  the  con- 
sequence of  such  an  act  of  disobedience  might  be  to  force 
the  old  clergyman  to  residence  in  a  parish  where  he  had  no 
glebe,  and  perhaps  could  not  find  a  single  house  in  which 
he  could  live,  and  be  remote  from  his  friends,  and  out  of 
the  reach  of  every  comfort  or  accommodation.     At  pre- 
sent he  did  not  wish  to  urge  any  thing  f  irthcr;  but  hoped 
Jie  had  said  enough  to  convince  the  Mouse  that  the  law, 
which  was  very  well  calculated  to  operate  in  England, 
might  be,  in  many  instances,  quite  the  reverse  in  Ireland ; 
nnd  thata  measure  calculated  to  operate. in  Ireland,  was 
entitled  to  some  consideration  and  discussion  from  gen- 
tlemen who  must  haye  the  most  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence 
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fHcc  in  the  Ipcal  circumstances  of  that  country,  if  a  bill 
for  a  similar  purpose  in  this  country  h^d  occupied,'  for  a 
succession  of  days,  the  most  minute  attention  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament. 

Dr.  DuigenaJi  said,  that  if  the  bill  was  not  debated  on 
the  second  reading,  the  fault  was  not  his;  as  it  was  now 
three  weeks  since  it  was  introduced  by  the  leave  of  the 
House,  and  had  passed  through  its  previous  stages  without 
the  slightest  opposition  from  thehon.  gentleman.     If  thcie 
'  was  not  a  full  attendance  of  Irish  members  in  that  House, 
/» it  could  not  be  owing  to  their  absence  from  Loudon ;  for, 
if  he  was  ^ell  informed,  out  of  the  ove  hioidredwho  had 
•seats,  seventy  were  actually  in  town ;  and  he  very  much 
despaired  ot   a  greater  number  of  members,  arriving  in 
London  after  the  assizes,  but  rather  supposed  their  numbers 
would  diminish  instead  of  increasing.     The  hon.  gentle- 
man had  been  pleased  to  compare  him  to  a  bad  taj/lor :  bul 
he  would  apical  to  the  House  on  the  propriety  ot  the  com- 
parir.on,  as  well  as  the  elegance  of  the  figure;  that  he  could 
«ce  no  reason  why  tlie  clergy  of  Ireland  should  wear  their 
coats  differently  trimmed  from  those  of  England,  or  be  ex- 
empt from  similar  la\^'s,  or  similar  restrictions,  to  enforce 
that  residence  to  which  they  were  sworn,  and  to  which  they 
were  indispensably  bound  by  law  and  duty.     In  spite  of 
all  pretences  about  having  no  glebe-houses,  there  was  not 
u  parish  in  Ireland  where  the  clergyman  could  not  find  a 
convenient  residence  if  he  chose.     The  court  of  King's 
Bench  in  England  would  hear  of  no  such  excuses;  and  if 
the  Irish  clergymen  did  not  choose  to  reside  on  their  livings, 
let  them  resign,  and  those  would  be  found  who  would  re- 
side.    He  conld  not  see  the  necessity  of  further  delay ;  and 
he  feared  the  loss  of  the  bill  would  he  risqued  by  it.     The 
danger  suggested  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  of  giving  too 
much  influence  to  the  bishops,  was  obviated  in  the  English 
bill,  of  which  this  was  only  a  copy. 

Mr.  Fox  a^eed  with  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan),  in 
the  necessity  ot  postponing  further  proceedings  on  this  bill, 
not  only  unlill  a  full  attendance  ot  the  gentlemen  of  Ire- 
land sliould  be  present,  but  until  those  gentlemen  who. 
were  to  represent  the  Irish  government  in  that  House 
slur.ild  be  in  tlieir  places,  and  be  able  to  give  their  opi- 
nions touching  the  necessity  of  a  measure  which  he  should 
conceive  to  be  amongst  the  first  ohiccts  of  their  inquiry, 
upon  cxambing  into  the  stale  of  that, country.    At  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JIARCH  IS.J  ,     IRISH   CLERGY.  375 

8^me  time  hie  vra^'  willing  to  allow  that  what  had  faUem; 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  certainly  some 
weight.  But  yet  he  could  not  see  the  great  iuconvenience 
that  would  arise  from  jpassing  the  bill  in  Maj%  if  it  was  fit 
to  p^ss  at  all,  instead  of  passing  it  now.  The  measure 
surely  would  not  be  the  worse  for  more  mature  deliberation 
ajid  fair  discussion;  and  from  the  time  of  the  year  at 
which  that  House  had  been  accustomed  to  break  up  for  the 
season  of  late  years,  he  could  see  no  danger  of  the  bilt 
being  lost  by  the  delay  proposed  by  his  hon.  friend,  unless- 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  was  apprehensive  that  tlie 
bill  was  such  an  one  that  it  could  liot  pass  at  all  if'  it  wera 
to  be  deliberately  considered. 

Dr.  Duigenan,  however,  (persisting  in  his  motion,  the- 
gallery  was  cleared  for  a  division,  but  the  House,  after  some 
nirther  discussion^  did  not  divide:  and  it  was  agreed  t» 
postpone  the  committal  until  the  21st  of  April. 

Postponed  till  Monday  the  ordnance  treasurer's  bilT. 

Sir  Jacob  Astley  moved  for  a  return  of  the  qui^ntitics  of 
malt  charged  with  duty  in  England  and  Scotland  respec- 
tively for  two  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January  last,  with 
the  rates  and  amounts  in  each.     Ordered. 

Committed  the  mutiny  bill,  the  English  militia  pay  bill, 
snd  the  mUitia  subaltern  peace  allowance  biU.  To  pe  re-- 
ported  the  next  day. 

Reported  the  Irish  sugar  drawback  bill,  and  the  woollen 
manufacture  penalty  suspension  bill.  Ordered  to  be  read' 
the  third  time  and  engrossed  • 

Read  the  first  time  a  bill  fin:  enabling  his  IVTajesty  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  such  of  his  militiaforces  in  Ireland  as 
should  voluntarily  offer  to  serve  in  England.  Ordered  for 
the  second  reading  ihe  next  day. 

Read  a  second  time  the  American  trade  bill.  Com-^ 
mitted  f<H:  the  nest  day .    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

FRIDAT,   MARCH    M. 

The  Bishop  of  Ossory  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

In  the  appeal,  "  Howie  v.  Merry,"  Mr.  Nowlan,  in 
continuation,  and  Mr.  Abercrombie,  were  heard  on  behalf 
«f  the  appellant,  and  Mr^  Adam  andMc.  Homer  op  behalf 
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of  tlie  respondent,  after  which  the  further  conideration  was 
{Postponed  (itl  Monday. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Eldon  a  special  jadgmcot  watf 
given  in  the  case  of  "  Crawford  r.  Coutts.*' 

Lord  ColUncwood's  annuity  bill  was  read  a  second  tim^ 
and  committed  for  Monday. 

Several  members  of  the  House  of  Commorts  brought  up 
the  Irish  sugar  drawback  bill,  tlie  woollen  manulacturers* 
]f)enaUy  suspension  bill,  the  British  suf^ar  drawback  bill, 
and  a  private  bill,  which  were  read  a  first  time,  artd  also 
the  Countess  Mcngzeii^s  naturalization  bill  returned  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Alcock,  from  the  treasury,  presented  an  account  o^ 
the  application  of  monies  voted  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1805,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  corn  exportation  bill,  the  Irish  duties  bill,  thd 
Ibreign  troops  bill,  the  royal  marine  mutiny  bill,  and  the 
Greenland  whale-fishery  bill  passed  through  committees 
and  were  reported. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Holland,  the  declaratory  bill, 
Wiih  it  amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Earl  Stanhope,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the 
chief  justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  who  he  undestood  wished 
to  be  present  on  the  commitment  of  .his  bill  for  the  disco- 
very of  truth,  moved  to  postpone  the  committee  till  Mon-* 
day,  which  was  agreed  to.*  It  was  also  understood  that 
the  declaratory  bill  should  be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday, 
if  the  prints  were  ready  to  be  laid  on  the  table.  Adjourned 
till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,   MARCH    14. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Dundas  was  introduced,  and  took  his  seat| 
&c.  for  the  Iwrough  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Paull  postponed  till  Monday  his  notice  of  a  motion 
respecting  Lord  Wellesley,  which  stood  for  that  day,  in 
consequence,  as  the  honourable  member  stated,  of  an  inti-^ 
nation  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  a  member  of  the 
board  of  controul,  that  that  board  required  some  farther 
time  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  acceding  to  the  object 
of  his  motion. 

.  Mr.  Alcock,  from  the  treasury,  presented  at  the  bar  an 
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account  of  the  application  of  the  monies  i^ued  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  1805,  or  what  is  coraiponlyr  called  the 
distribution  paper.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tallies,  and  to  bd 
printed* 

Mr.  Grey,  from  the  British  museum,  presented  an  ac- 
count of  the  application  of  the  sum  granted  for  the  veUr 
ISOp ;  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  sum  required  for 
the  year  1806.     Ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Calcraft  presented  an  account  of.  the  muster  of  the 
artillery-drivers,  &c.  together  with  the  number  of  labourers,* 
&c.  employed  in  the  ordnance  department  upon  the  1st  of 
July,  :in  the  years  1801,  2,  3,  4.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.        , 

The  English  and  Irish  sugar  drawback  bills  were  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  as  was  the  woollen'  manufacturers* 
penalty  suspension  bill. 

The  Hoase  in  a  committee  went  through  the  American 
wool  importation  bill.     Report  on  Monday. 

The  mutiny  bill  was  reported  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Monday.. 

WOOLLEN   MANUFACTURES. 

.  Lord  Temple  rase,  pursuant  to  notice,  and  moved  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consid^  of  tLe  state  of 
the  woollen  manufactures  of  EnglaxLd. 

Lord  Hmry  Petty  took  occasion  to  remark  on  the  ne* 
cessity  which  existed  for  such  a  committeq  as  that  proposed. 
Fot  three  years  the  suspension  law  had  been  enacted,  with* 
out  in  any  degree  tending  to  remore  or  abate  the  evil  com- 
plained of;  A  suspension  I^iw  struck  him  \q  be  generally 
exceptionable,  but  when  applied  to  evils  which  it  held  out 
no  prospect  of  curing  it  was  peculuirly  unconstitutional  and 
•mischievoufi :  e\'ils  of  such  a  nature  as  those  to  which  tho 
proposed  committee  was  to  direct  its  inquiry  ought  not  to 
be  temporized  with.  They  should  be  met  boldly ;  and 
when  the  committee  should  bring  up  its  report,  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  determine  to  face  it  with  firmness,  and 
'  resolve  to  put  an  end  to  an  evil  which  had  so  long  kept  the 
country  in  a  state  of  irritation,  the  interest  of  the  em« 
ploycrg,  the  employed,'  and  the  country.  Bearing  that 
consideration  coastantly  in  mind,  he  had  no  doubt  the  com* 
mittee  would,  he  hoped  they  would,  ninke  such  a  report  as 
would  enable  the  House  to  take  a  full  view  of  the  question^ 
and  Xo  come  to  a  satisfactory  decision. 

Mr.  LasceHes  stated  that  the  evil  alluded  to  bv  the  noble 
Vol.  I.  1805-6.  3C  '         lord, 
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lord,  and  which  it  tras  the  object  of  the  proposed  com- 
mittw  to  Correct,  did  not  ori^nate  in  the  suspension  law  ; 
but  that,  on  the  coutrar)',  Ihis  law  was  rendered  necessary 
by  the  existence^  and  calculated  to  restrain  the  operation,  of 
tliis  evil.  The  fact  was,  that  a  number  of  statutes  existed 
which  were  quite  inapplicable  to  the  present  state  of  thp 
woollen  niantifactarcs.  Yet  ujwh  those  obsolete  statutes 
several  prosecutions  had  been  commenced  ;  and  to  ^ard 
against  the  elTccts  of  such  prosecutions  the  suspensiok  law 
was  intro(lu(XKl.  Such  was  the  object  of  this  law,  and  it 
Lad  answered  the  end  in  view.  B^it  still  he  felt  that  it  Could 
serve  only  as  a  temporary  expedient,  until,,  as  in  this  in- 
stance, it  was  determined  fully  to  investigate  the  subject, 
and  to  decide  what  laws  should  contintte  m  force,  or  whe- 
ihcr  any  new  laws  should  be  enacted  with  regard  to  the  state 
of  the  wooUen  manufacture. 

,  r  IJord  Henry  Petty  in  explanation  observed,  that  ddosive 
]io})es  had  been  excited  by  the  frequency  of  suspension  acts, 
which  ho]x^  had  been  tlirougkout  the  country  sedulout^ly 
encouraged  by  mischievous  ijcrsous.-  .     - 

The  committee  was  appointed,  and  the  several  petitions 
from  the  manufacturers  of  Gloucestershire,  Yorkshire, 
Lancashire,  &c.  with  rospcct  to  this  question,  were  referred 
to  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Ijascclles  recommended,  that  the  committee  sliould 
be  invested  with  a  i)owcr  to  report  their  opinion  as  to  what 
statutes  ought  to  be  repealed,  contiinied,  or  enacted,  upon 
the  sulyect  referred  to  their  consideration. 

With  this  recommendation  l^ord  Temple  concurred ;  and 
Jiccordingly  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Speaker  it  was  or- 
dered, that  thie  committee  "  should  have  power  io  report 
ihcir  observations  and  opinions  thereupon. 
^  •  The  militia  adjutants'  provision  bill,  and  the  Irish  mili- 
tia bill,  were  reported,  and  ordered  to  be  read  athird  time 
on  M<)nday. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  that  there  should 
fce  laid  before  the  House,  accounts  of  the  value  of  goods 
Exported  from  Great  Britain  to  the  island  of  Tortola,  for 
seven  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January,  1S05,' distin- 
guishing the  foreign  from  the  British  produce  ;  and  of  the 
quantity  of  sugar  and  rum  imported  ijito  Tortola  fnmi 
foreign  colonies.  Also  for  copies  of  his  Majestv's  orders. 
in  council,  issued  pursuant  to  the  acts  of  the  42(1  and  4S J 
of  his  present  Majesty,  for  allowing  the  importation  of  rum 
Und  sugar  into  the  ibland  of  Tortola. 
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TRADE  OF  NEUmALS  WITH  IXDIA. 

Mr.  Alderman  Prinsep  rose,  pursuant  to  noflcc,  to 
move  for  the  production  of  a  document  of  the  highest  na- 
tional iraportapceiu  his  estimation,  with  a  vie\y  to  put  ^^ 
vcrnment  and  the  House  in  possession  of  a  most  inaterial 
fact  with  regard  to  I  he  coiiunercc  of  India.  To  enable  his 
Mnjosty's  ministers  to  take  i)rospectivtt  measures  upon  the 
sul^cct  of  India,  it  appeared  to  him  essentially  necessaiy 
that  they  should  be  made  acquainted  with  (lie  proportion  of 
the  commerce  of  that  territory  of  which  neutrals  had  con- 
trived Xq  possess  themselves.  That  proportion  struck  his 
mind,  and  he  believed,  Tvi\en  known,  it  would  equally  strike 
that  of  any  thinking  man  in  the  country  io  be  most  extra** 
prdinary  and  unfair,  wlien  compared  to  that  enjoyed  by  the 
subjects  of  this  country  commonly  denominated  private 
traders,  oay 9  even  by  the  India  Company  themselves.  Upon 
f OQsidering  this  compi^riaon  it  would  be  seen  w  hat  return 
vas  made  to  Great  Britain  for  the  price  of  blood  and  trea- 
sure Qrigiiially  paid  for  the  purchase  of  our  Indian  territory, 
^r  the  expeuce  incurred  m  maintaining  it,  and  for  the 
anxiety  generally  existing  with  respect  to  its  concerns^ 
The  fact  was,  the  British  share  of  Indian  commerce  was  a 
ycry  inadequate  recompence  for  tlie  quantity  of  pouulation 
^d  wealth  which  Great  Britaiu  was  annually  in  tlie  habit 
of  expending  for  the  support  of  our  dominion  in  India. 
Foreigners  enjoyed  a  share  of  tliis  trade  which,  coinpannl 
to  that  allpwixl  to  our  own  private  traders,  bore  a  ])ropor- 
tjon  of  not  less  than  three  to  one,  and  was  in  truth  even 
beyond  that  possessed  by  the  India  Company  themselves. 
Py  this  statement  he  would  not  be  understood  as  wishing  to. 
excite  any  complaints  on  the  part  of  the  private  tradcts  ; 
and  .still  farther  was  it  from  his  view  to  attach  any  blame  to 
the  India  CQmpany,  for  the  toleration  of  neutral  commerce. 
The  fault  was  not  tlieirs ;  for  several  of  the  neutnil  powers 
had  possessions  in  India,  liefore  we  ourselv(*s  obtained  any 
footing  in  that  quarter.  By  treaty  some. of  them  enjoy ixi 
the  right  of  traffic  with  our  territory  ;  and  sduic  posse-^sal 
territories  of  their  own.  Nothing  was  more  op|}osife  to  his 
vish,  than  the  exclusion  of  neutral  traders  from  India,  and 
those  which  were  in  amity  with  Great  Britain  couLl  not 
hp  excluded  without  a  breach  of  treaty.  The  alt^-^nipf ,  in- 
deed, at  such  exclusicm,  would  be  highly  impolitic  at  any 
tjme,  but  particularly  so  at  present,  tor,  if  the  capital, 
laid  out  in  India  by  lurcign  traders,  were  withdrawn,  our 
JC2  *  Indiuu 
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Indtan  manufacturrs  ironld  bft  cyoraparatively  unemployed, 
because  thtw  would  bo  no  diffident  market  for  their. pro* 
'dttce,  and  of  course  oiir  revenue  must  suiTcr.  Foreiorn  ci- 
pital,  he  conceived  lo  be  the  principal  support  of  the  India 
Company's  resources.  But  t^hencc  came  the  capital  dis- 
poRca  ot  in  India  by  the  American  and  other  traders,  was 
another  question,  M'hether  this  capita!,  which  consisted 
prinripally  of  specie,  did  not,  in  a  great  degree,  find  its 
way  from  this  country  through  circuitous  channels,  in  con* 
iscquencc  of  the  limited  allowance  granted,  to  a  t-dihct  com* 
parativc  discountenance  of  out  own  private  traders,  might 
wcome  a  mntter  for  conhideration.  How  far  the  conduct  of 
the  fndia  Company  towards  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
Jwnvatc  trade  was  fair,  or  poHtic,  might  also  be  inquired 
into.  Bat,  at  present,  his  object  simply  wrts,  that  thedor 
cument  he  referred  to  sliouUl  be  laid  bctbre  the  House,  and 
it  would  be  for  the  House  itself,  or  for  ministers,  <t>  consider 
wliether  any  proceeding  slio'uld  hereafter  be  founded  upori 
it.  The  docuhient  itself  was  of  the  utmost  oonsequence, 
even  as  an  article  of  information,  to  which  it  wasessen-- 
tially  materlil  tliat  gentlemen  should  tarn  their  minds.  A 
communication  which  he  had  lately  received  from  a  gentle* 
man  acquainted  with  thestute  of  Indian  commerce  forcibly 
impressed  his  mind  yriih  the  propriety  of  calling  the'attenr 
tion  of  Parliament  and  the  country  to  this  question.  Ac-^ 
cording  to  this  gentleman's  statement,  which  of  course  tvas 
not  official,'  but  who  had  recently  arrived  from  India,  and 
tvho  was  not  hiipself  a  commercial  man,  the  proportion 
which  the  neutral  trade  bore  to  ours  was  equally  matter  of 
astonishment  and  alarm.  It  appeared  that  in  the  liarbour 
of  Calcutta  alone,  there  were  m  the  year  1800-1,  no  les» 
than  twcnty-^ix  Ameriara  vessi'ls ;» in  1802-5,  thirty-two* 
ditto;  in  1803-4,  twentv-scven  ditto  ;  and  in  the  last  year 
5?f),  together  with  ten  l^ortuguese,  two  Danish,  and  one 
Swedish.  This  was  evidently  a  most  inordinate  proportion 
of  the  India  trade.  But  the  value  of  this  commerce  might 
he  estimated  froip  tlys  circumstance,  that  in  the  year  1804, 
the  sum  paid  by  neutrals  for  only  six  articles  of  commerce 
at  CalcutJa  alone,  anumnted  to  no  less  than  three  millions. 
'I'he  l)allion  imported  into  Bengal  by  those  neutrals,  exclu- 
sive of  that  laid  out  by  the  India  Company  exceeded 
to  millions  in  dollars,  and  the  importations  of  last  year 
alone  amounted  to  5,303,000'.  Tlie  importance  of  layiu«; 
Mich  a  document  in  an  oflicial  ^hapo,  must  be  obvious  to 
f ver^  commercial  and  political  man.     lie  was  induced*  to* 
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•bring  it  forward  solely  from  public  niotivcs,  and  not  at  all 
with  a  view  to  urge  the  private  trad*»»-s  to  press  their  com- 
pLirats  at  present.  Their  best  course  would  *be,  in  his 
.^ud^ment,  to  leavetheir  case  entirely  to  the  consideration  of 
ibis  Majesty^s  ministers,  in  the  hope,  which  no  doubt  was 
•well  founded,  that  as  soon  as  leisure  permitted,  they  would 
attend  to  that  important  question.  At  the  same  time  be  felt 
4hat  the  document  for  which  he  proposed  to  move,  would 
furnish  the  strongest  grounds  m  mVour  of  the  private 
traders,  and  of  course  in  favour  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  After  some  remarks  on  the  facility  with  which 
the  knowledge  could  be  furnished  which  it  was  the  object  of 
bis  motion  to  obtain,  as  lists  of  the  arrivals  and  departures 
of  sbipping'were  published  monthly  in  India,  and  as  the 
duties  were  collected  ad  valorem^  the  honourable  gentleman 
concluded  with  moving  for  ^^  the  production  of  a  return  of 
the  number  of  ship$  or  vessels  which  entered  inwards  ot 
cleared  outwards  from  the  ports  of  Calcutta,  Bombay| 
Madras,  Columbo,  Surat,  Prince  of  AVales  Island,  and 
the  subordinate  ports,  from  the  year  1801 ,  up  to  the  latest 
period  to  which  the  same  could  be  made;  together  with 
aTi  account  of  their  tonnage,  and  the  value  of  their  cargoes^ 
as  far  as  the  same  could  be  made  out,  distinguishing  the 
British  vessels  which  had  not  been  chartered  from  Europe.'* 
Mr.  Francis  said  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  forma« 
lity  of  seconding  this  motion,  to  state,  that  in  .his  opinion 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  open  all  the  ports  of  India  to 
European  traders,  as  tlie  principal  part  of  the  commodities 
which  such  traders  require,  must  be  paid  for  iji  specie. 
But  he  rose  principally  to  put  some  questions,  whidi  he 
hoped  the  honoural)le  director  would  be  good  euough  to 
answer  as  far  as  he  was  able.  These  questions  were,  first, 
bow  came  it  that,  notwitlistanding  the  immense  importation 
of  bullion  men(ioned  by  the  honoarable  mover,  there  was 
no  circulation  in  specie,  that  circulation  being  supplied  by 
paper  of  the  worst  kind,  and  what  thcrcforc  Ijccamc  of  this 
bullion  ?  secondly,  where  did  the  nineteen  millions,  stated, 
by  thehonoiiraMc  mover,  come  from,  whether  from  Ame* 
rica,  Portugal,  and  other  neutrals  engaged  in  thistrade^ 
or  by  a  circuitous  channel  from  this  country  ?  If  the  latter 
were  the  case  a  serious  question  would  arise,  namely,  wlie- 
ther  the  private  trade  of  our  own  subjects  should  lie  tettered 
or  restrained,  on  the  pretence  that  it  interfered  with  the 
India  Com|3any's  clmrter ;  and  whether  Jhc  prospects 
itesulting  from  a  commerce  with  our  territories  in  India 
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siton'd  be  trnnsferred  to. foreigners,  or  allowed  to  ocntre  in 
ibb  country  ?  Fiaal]#,  )>c  wished  to  know  where  the  auh 
goes  of  the  neutral  ships  engaged  in  this  trade  weroRold  for 
the  most  part?  Suspicions  did  exist  that  a  giV«t  part  of  thosp 
cargoes  was  sold  in  tl>is  country.  He  did  not  know  that 
Ibfse  suspicions  were  jttst,  but  it  was  a  point  upon  which 
te  woujd  be  glad  to  Imvc  some  information. 

J/r.  Grant.  Ida  notrisosir, toadvanceeitherof  thcobjecti* 
.0nsthc  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Prinsep)  has  anticipated,  to  the 
|yrodHction  of  the  papers  ho  has  culled  for,  nor,  indeed,  to 
object  at  all  to  his  motion,  because  my  opposition  to  it 
night  be  misunderstood ;  but  I  wish  to  submit  some  gen^ 
yal  observations  on  the  sirl)ject  on  which  these  papers  arc 
intended  to  bear.  That  subject  is  a  very  large  one,  namely > 
the  extent  to  which  the  private  trade  of  individuals  l)elong- 
ing  to  this  coimtry  should  be  open  between  Great  Britain 
ud  India.  It  is  not  a  subject  merely  commercial,  but  int 
Tolves  a  grcJit  political  question,  the  system  by  which  our 
Indian  empire  ctm  Ixj  best  goviTned  and  retained  (pr  Grent 
Britain ;  that  is  to  say,  whether  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  countries  shall  be  reguhtted  on  tlie  priuciplrs  of  our 
colopial  policy,  which  give  all  our  subjects  a  fr«;  trade  be^ 
Iween  our  colonies  and  the  mother  cwintry,  or  by  the  prin* 
riples  wlitch  have  hitherto  made  the  East  India  Company 
the  national  organ  through  which  India  w<'is  to  be  govern** 
rd^  and  the  commerce  between  it  and  this  country  carried 
on.  This,  I  say,  sir,  is  a  great  national  question,  in  the 
tietermination  of  which  may  be  involvctl  the  preservation 
of  cmr  Indian  empire ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  at  all  to  be 
drcided  by  any  results  derived  from  such  statements  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  hsm  called  for;  statements  which, 
merely  in  a  commercial  view,  w(mld  give  but  partial  and 
imperfi^ct  information,  insufficient  4;  ven  for  just  commercial 
cvnchisions  on  the  subject. 

Thus  great  question,  sir,  will  not  l)e  best  considered  by 
bringing  on  the  discussion  of  it  immediately  in  this  House, 
iv-ith  the  minds  of  gentlemen  not  sufficiently  informed  or 
prepared  for  it.  I  urn  humbly  of  O|)inion,  that  it  is  a  subr 
jc'Ct  for  the  nmture  inquiry  and  deliberation  of  his  Majesty'* 
jrovcrnnieik ;  who,  after  fully  informing  themselves  of 
ittcAsy^  and  weighing  the  bearings  of  the  proposed  cnhirge-r 
nients  of  privafe  trade  upon  the  safe  retention  of  our  Indian 
empire,  will  l)e  best  enabled  Uj  bring  just  views  of  this  sub- 
jcci  before  Parliament.    The  present  cri:>is,  when  the  na^v 
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tion  is  engaged  in  the  most  arduous  struggle,  is  hot  tfie 
time  for  entering  into  this  inquiry.  It  should  be  rcservdl 
for  a  more  calni  and  settled  period.  The  question  of  pri- 
vate trade  was  before  the  House  some  years  ago,  and  an  ar- 
rangement was  then  agreed  to  which  is  still  in  force.  The 
question  must  a^in  necessarily  oonie  into  view  when  the 
renewal  of  the  companjr's  charter  is  agitated^  and  (hat 
ought  (o  be  In;  a  few  years  hence,  because  the  charter  has. 
BOW  but  seven  years  to  run,  and  the  consideration  of  its  n>- 
ne>val  sliould  not  l)e  delayed  till  the  eve  of  its  expiration. 
It  has  been  argued  that  the  trade  of  India  is  open  to  att 
the  subjects  of  Europe,  except  those  of  thi^  couuiTy,  Tlii$ 
has  never  been  a  matter  within  our  controul.  The  mari- 
time nations  of  Europe  had  the  privilege  of  tradihg  settfc- 
ments  in  India  as  early  as  we  had,  some  earlier.  Our  ac- 
quisition of  territory  there  did  not  deprive  them  of  their 
rights.  Some  of  their  settlements  were  without  the  pale  of 
our  conquests;  those  which  were  otherwise,  were  confirmed 
to  them  by  treaties ;  and  though  tlie  Indian  continental 
settlements  of  the  nations  with  which  we  are  at  war,  arc  at 
present  in  our  posses-sion,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  may 
not  hereafter  be  restored.  Besides,  we  do  not  regulate  the 
trade  of  foreign  Europe  or  America  with  our  Indian  terri- 
tories on  the  jprincinles  of  colonial  fcxclusion.  We  conlit 
not  do  so,  or  if  we  did,  the  nations  who  have  no  settlements 
of  their  own  there,  might  shut  out  our  Indian  goods  from 
their  ports.  Whenever  ^ve  arc  at  war,  all  the  neutral  na- 
tions of  Europe  and  America  must  carry  on  the  Indian 
trade  with  more  advantage  than  either  the  India  Coippany 
or  the  individuals  of  this  country  can.  They  save  war  in- 
surance which  we  must  pay,  they  otherwise  navigate  cheaper, 
and  they  sail  at  the  most  convenient  times.  The  Americans 
undoubtedly  avail  themselves  of  this  state  of  things,  and  in 
a  way  contrary  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  amity  made  with  them  iti  1794.  By  that  treaty, 
they  were  allowed  a  dlreci  trade  between  our  settlements  m 
Inclia  and  their  own  ports  in  America.  They  now  carry  on 
a  chrcuitom  trade  between  India  and  foreign TEurope,  in  vi- 
olation of  that  treaty,  and  they  even  supply  our  own  colo* 
nies  with  Indian  commodities.  The  East  India  Company 
are  not  io  blame  in  this.  It  is  a  subject  for  the  consideration 
of  government,  and  they  no  doubt  pay  due  attention  to  it. 
In  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Francii>);  I  would  observe  that  the  quantity  of  oin^  ' 
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teen  millidns  of  dollars,  said  to  have  been  imported  intho 
couiseof  some  yearslnto  India,  probably  incladesj^he  ex- 
port of  bullion  from  this  country,  making  a  considerable 
£irt  of  the  whole :  the  rest  must  come  from  A^pcrica  and 
reign  Europe.  That  there  m  little  circulajtion  of  spocia 
in  our  principal  Indian 'settlements  is  tme.^  Paj>er  consti-^ 
tulcs  the  chief  circulation  there  ;  but  in  all  the  interior  of 
our  rast  possessions,  specie  only  circulates  :  tlie  inanufac-« 
turer,  the  peasant,  the  trader,  can  deal  with  nothing  else. 
A  gieat  proportion,  ther(^lt>re,  of  the  imported  bidlion, 
being  coined  into  rupees,  no  doubt  circulates  in  the  inte« 
rior  of  our  own  possessions.  But  a  party  I  believe,  gpes  to 
countries  beyond  them  for  tlie  purchase  of  the  productions 
of  those  countries,  and  does  not  return  to  us.  In  answer  to 
the  question  where  the  cargoes  brought  by  £Mneigncfs  fron^ 
india  arc  sold,  I  apprehemfin  foreign  Europe  ana  America.. 
But  to  return  to  the  main  subject,  I  must  repeat  that  no 
conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  any  insulated  d^Kument  re- 
specting it.  It  is  a  v(^ry  complex  subject,  and  I.  must  de-* 
^recntc  any  discussion',  or  the  infevenoe  of  any  important 
Kict  from  a  partial  view  of  it.  Since  the  airangcment  made 
lespt^iiig  the  private  trade  in  1801,  many  new  facts  ha^vp 
been  estabiishea  which  the  company  will  have  to  state ; 
amongst  others,  that  the  enlargements  since  given  to  the 
private  trade  have,  with  other  circumstances  of  the  timcj 
dctcriorateil  the  company's  sales  of  Indian  goods  thirty  pec 
cent.  Perhaps  when  the  subject  comes  to  be  investigs^ted, 
it  may  Ije  found  that  the  question  between  the  company  and 
individuals,  as  it  relates  io  trade,  is  not  entirely  a  question 
about  lessening  the  sltare  Of  neutral  nAtions  in  the  Indian 
pommerce,  and  cncreasing  ours,  but  partly  a  questioq  alpout 
transferring  io  individuals  a  fAivare  ot.  the  trade  now  carried 
on  b^  the  company.  Ih  a  political  view  tiie  question  con* 
cernim^  the  extent  to  whidi  individuals  shall  oc  allowed  to 
pmbark  in  this  trade,  mnst  be  connected  wiik  oootbcr  .ques- 
tion far  more  important^  whether  India  is  to  be  go^erni^  on 
colonial  principks,  or  by  the  more  restnctod  system  now 
in  force,  a  question  which  I  conceive  involy«;s  this  saicty  o| 
our  eastern  empire. 

Mr.  Francis  was  surprised,  that  if  specie  was  the  circu« 
lating  medium  tlirougnout  India,  there  should  bare  been 
none  to  pay  the  army,  whose  pay  was  £vc  months  in  ar«» 
lear,  when  Lord  CornwalUs'StoppeJ  the  phinA  investrocnt| 
4o  discharge  it. 
*    -  -  Mr. 
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Mr.  Bn^den  dwelt  upon  the  importance  of  the  subject 
referred  to,  and 
'    Mr.  Atkins  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  Fox  argued  a^tnst  the  production  of  any  neutral 
document  upon  this  important  question,  lest  it  should 
lead  men  to  form  premature  imperfect  judgments.     Un« 
less  it  was  intended  to  move  for  all  the  other  papers,  which 
might  be  necessai^  to  enal)k  the  House  to  comprehend  the 
case  in  ail  its  rdations,  he  should  fixl  it  hi^  duty  to  concur 
with  the  honourable  diiedor  and  oppose  thb  motion.    It 
;would  be^  improper  to  hold  out  an  imperfect  view  of  a 
question  of  this  natme:   such  it  appeared  was  the  opi- 
II  km  of  the  Directors,  and  he  could  not  help  thinkiugy 
that  that  House  and  the  country  was  fully  willing  to 
give  to  the  judgment  of  that  honourable  board,  ail  the 
confidence  to  which  it  was  entitled.    But  independently  of 
their  opinion,  the  honourable  mover  himself  hii  not  stated 
any  ground  of  necesiity  for  the  production  of  this  paper^ 
or  that  he  meant  to  take  any  proceeding  upon  it.    He  nac} 
indeed  stated  the  contrary.    There  was  anotfa^poini  con« 
nected  with  this  motion  which  the  honourable  mover  had 
perhaps  in  contemplation  when  he  brought  it  forward : 
ne  meant  the  carrjdng  trade  of  America.    That  this  sub- 
ject was  now  under  consideration  elsewhere  was  tolerably 
aotbrioos.   It  was  not,  he  bdieved,  unknown  to  any  one 
who  heard  him,  that  a  representation  resn^cting  it  had 
been  made  to  his  Majesty's  government  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States.    This  representation  iivus  under  discussion, 
and  every  necessary  information  would  be  sought  for.  But 
not,  however,  from  any  papers  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
this  House;  not  from  any  document  of  the  nature  of  that 
inoved  finr  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  by  appli* 
cation  to  all  those  who  were  most  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  subject  at  issue.    Ministers  would  look  for  know* 
ledge  t»  aid  their  judgmenti  through  the  proper  chiinnels. 
Among  othcht  the  directors  of  the  India  coimNuiy  would  of 
'  course  be  resorted  to ;  but  upon  a  questiod  of  snch  delicacy 
and  importance,  no  imperfect  document  would  be  trusted 
to,  sucn  as  this  motion  proposed,  to  influence  the  judg« 
ment  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Atkins  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  enquire  into  the  affairs  of  India.  * 

Mr.  Prinsep  stated  his  only  object  to  be  to  bring  an 

important  fact  before  the  House,  put  of  whibh  a  very 
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serioas  questioii  wcndd  naturally  arise,  namely,  wbcftb^er 
the  subjects  of  this  country  had  not  such  a  share  of  th^ 
profits  of  the  comtnerce  of  India,  as  vas  sufficient  to  atone 
to  them  for  the  incumbrance  to  vrhich  they  submitted  for 
the  liiaintenaQce  of  that  territory ;  and  whether,  if  th^ 
game  system  was  pursued,  Ihe  territory  would  be  worth 
holding  ?  As  a  part  of' the  remedy  for  tlie  evil  complained 
of,  he  would  advise  that  raw  materials  should  be  imported 
iVom  India,  and  manufactured  here.  Thus  we  might  b^ 
enabled  to  supply  the  India  natives  with  cloth  made  from 
their  own  produce,  and  become  able  also  to  extend  our 
carrying  trade  with  India.  For  the  purpose  of  this  spe^ 
ties  of  traffic,  a  smaller-sized  vessel  than  we  now  em« 
ployed,  would  be  necessary ;  and  such  vessels  miglit  be 
immediately  em ployedy  If  tne  India  company  were  not  un- 
friendly to  the  plan'.  The  honourable  member  felt  himself 
obliged  to  bend  to  tbc(  higfr  authority  on  the  treasury 
bench,  but  still  he  would  contehd  that  the  document  bq 
inoved  for  would  answer  every  purpose.  If  it  did  not, 
iiowever,  <it'  was  easy  for  the  honourable  director,  6r  aby* 
dther  person,  to  move  for  ^ch'  further  papers  as  mi^ht  be 
deemed  nccessaiy.  The' declining  to  do  so,  and  still  op? 
posing  his  motion,  he  could  not  ayoi4  thinking,  shewed  a 
disposition  to  Uiiut  the  (question.       * 

iorrf  J/ewry  Petty  would  never  oppose  the  production 
of  any  paper  which  appeared  to  have  any  distinct  object^ 

,  or  that  was  necessary  for  any  defined  purpose.  But  that  to 
Vhich  the  motion  referred,- having  no  such  character,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it.  -  Besides,  if  this  partial  docu- 
ment welre  granted,  it  might  kad  to  a  discussion  in  thai 
House,  at  tiie  very  time  when  a  dfecussion  c£  the  utmost 

.  delicacy, '  in  '86me  degree  connected  with  it,  was  on  thp* 
tapis  out  of  doors.  The  toble  lord  concluded  with  moving, 
that  the  orders  of  the  day  should  be  read.  '  .' 
'  Lord  'Castlereagh  was  of  opinion,  that  a  commercial 
question  of  such  magnitude  and  importance  to  the  inter- 
ests  of  India,  'ajid  of  this  country,  should  not  b6  brought 
befote  the  House  on  any  partial  statement.  •  If  the  ques- 
tion were  to  be  examined  by  the  House,  it  should'  be  on 
much  more  geneml  grounds.  The  principal 'reason,  how- 
ever, which  made  him  con'cu^  witn  the  noble  lord  who 
moved  th(B  order  of  th^  day  was,  that  he  muitt  most  st- 
riously  deprecate  any  discussions  in  this  House,  which 
might  at  all  influence,  or  prejudice,  the  discussion  upon 
**         •  •  thobe 
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those  points  which  were  now  the  subject  of  negotiations 
carrying  on  by  his  Majesty's  mimisters.  Inhere  vroulii  be 
no  use  in  the  production  of  those  papers  if  no  discussioti 
ifas.intended^  as  it  'was  in  the  power  of  any  individual 
member  to  get  the  information  that  those  papers  would 
convey,  either  froiti  one  of  the  directors  or  any  jperson 
connected  with  tbt  East  India  Company.  He  hoped  hia 
Majesty's  ministers  would  proceed  in  those  important  -ne«' 

Sotiations  with  all  that  temper  and  forbearance  which  wad' 
ueto  a  country  whose  interests  had  been  so  long  con« 
nected  with  ours ;,  and  at  the  same  time  with  that  firm« 
ness  and  decision  which  were  due  to  the  rights  and  inters 
ests  of  this  bountry,  and  without  which  our  commercial 
relations  could  not  subsist,  either  with  America  or  any 
other  country.  He  should  wish  this  subject  to  be  left  to 
his  majesty^s  ministers  in  the  most  comprehensive  man^ 
ncr.  There  was  one  idea,  however,  he«Bhould  venture  to' 
suggest ,  which  if  be  had  continued  loneer  in  office,  he 
had  intended  to  have  carried- into  effect.  He  thought  there 
might  be  an  account  of  the  Indian  e:CpoTts,  imports,  and 
tlie  amount  of  the  carrjing  trade,  laid  berore  palrJiament 
annually,  in  theisamc  way  that  the  account  of  tne  exports 
jind  imports  of  Great  Britain  were.  Suchanannual  account 
would  give  to  thp  HoUse  information  of  great  importance 
with  respect  to  India*.  H^  copcluded  by  saying,  thaA  he 
should  agree  with  the  motion  of  the  noble  lord  (Loid 
Henry  Petty),  for  reading  the  other  ordot^tof  the  day. 

Mr.  Alderman  Prinsep,  after  a  few  w6tds  ttf  explam^n^. 
withdrew  his  motbn,  » 

NAVAL  MONBY, 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  Monday 
next  move  for  an  account  of  the  mode  in  which  20,000/. 
granted  for  the  service  of  the  rvavy  in  a  particular  year  had 
been  distributed. 

CAPE  OP  GOOD  U0^E4 

Mr.  Windham  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Mon- 
day next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  biQ  to  authorise  his 
Majesty's  ministers  to  form  regulations  for  conducting  the 
commerce. of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  He  also  ^ted 
^hat  he  would  probably  on  Monday  se'n^ight,  bring  for- 
ward the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  army,  though 
he  begged  not  to  be  understood  at  present  ,as  giving  any 
positive  pledge  on  this  point. 

^DS  ORSNANCS 
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OltDNANCE   ESTIKAtEl. 

G«aeral  Tarletori  gure  notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  Uw 
ordnance  et^^mten  on  Monday. 

^  On  tjl^e  motion  of  Mr*  Calcraft,  the  House  resolved  iteelf 
f nto  a  QommiCtee  of  8n|^Iy>  In  the  ^ommtttee .  he  stAted^ 
thai  the  ordnance#e^iiniates  for  Great  Britain  yrere  this 
year  300^0QQ/.  less  than  thev  were  the  year  before ;  but 
that  a  lajcge  incrpase  inlrehmd  had  taken  pboe,  which  waa 
supplied  out  of  that  sum.  The  diminution  on  the  whole 
Vfu»  138,000/.  He  then  moved  that  the  sum  of  8,037,481/* ' 
6$.  6d.  sheufid  be-gvanted  for  the  ezpences  of  the  otdmnico 
6n  laod-serrice.  * 

.  Mr.  WeUesU^  Pofe  obs^ved,  that  upon  examining  theso 
€8timat£s>  be  firaod  that  wiitfa  a  few  trifling  exceptions,  they 
ivese  thesanus  as  thoee  intended  to  be  moved  by  the  lato 
nuniitiy.  There  was  upon  the  whole  a  sum  of  7000/.  more 
than  there  was  in  the  estimates  which  had  been  before  pre* 

Kr^.  Thia  might  call  for  acknowledgement  from  the 
nonraUe  gen^^an,  that  the  former  b^rd  had  certainly 
clone  their  duty  ^  T^  merit,  whatever  it  was,  belong^  to 
the  former  administration.  The  diminution  for  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  inciwse  Ibrlreland,  and  the  wdI«foundedprospect 
affotded  of  a  h%h  degree  of  improvementin  fliis  depart- 
ment^ if  properly  mani^ed^as  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be, 
were  all  owing  to  the  locmer  boards  aad  the  extmordi* 
ptry  vigjlanoe  and  exertions  of  Lord  Chatham.  He  did 
not  qiean  t^a^  that*  the  bonound^la  gentleman  bad  any 
intmtion  to  withbol4  tkese  incts  from  the  House,  but  he 
thought  it  ri^ht  to  state  them,  as  the  honourable  gentlef 
man  had  omitted  to  do  so«  He  approved  of  the  estimates 
highly,  and  hoped  that  the  ordnance  would  Iks  put  in  a 
more  formidable  state  than  ever  it  wa«  since  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  Calcraft  said,  that  he  certainly  never  meant  to  with- 
hold tho facts  stated  by  the"  honoumble  gentleman  ;  but  as 
the  debate  on  this  subject  had  been  postponed  till  Mon^ 
day,  he  Imd  not  thought  it  necessary  to  enter  into  details. 
He  would  do  so.  at  tie  proper  time.  He  acknowledged 
that  the  estimates  were  nearly  tliesame  as  those  of  the  for*' 
mer  board,  because  the  particulars  for  which  those  were 
provided,  had  for  the  most  part  made' such  pcogiess,  that 
they  could  not,  without  ^reat  national  loss,  be  set  aside* 
Thqr  were  not  all  at  once  m  a  hasty  and  rasJi  manner  to 
overturn  what  had  been  done  by  their  predecessors.  As  to 
the  schemes  that  had  been  formed  but  not  acted  upoa, 
:    .>    life  the^e 
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these  they  vtoxM  coBsider ;  and  ii?ithotit  slighting  theni. 
^ouM  adopt  them  or  not,  as  they  sair  proper.  He  allowed 
that  the  late  board  appeared*  ttf'fifihreaeicfhred  well  of  their 
country.  He  th«n  moved,  that  I30j000t.  be  granted  for  the 
expences  of  th^  oittnanee  for  sett-servicd  for  Great  Britain  ; 
that  129^290L  be  granted  for  the  discharge  of  exchequer* 
bills  in  Ireland  f  ar»d  697,976/.  16*.  6rf.  for  the  expences  of 
the  ordnance  in  Ireland.  These  resolutions  were  agreed  toi 
VOTES  Of  ,on%mv. 

Mr.  .Vansittart^  after  a  Urn  pveparatory  Mmarks  respect- 
ing the  time  in  which  the  votes  of  credit  had  been  obtained) 
moved,  1st,  tbf^t  eight  miUions  be  sranted  for  the  discharge 
of  a  &aiu  Uf  that  extent  raised  by  kmiis  on  exchequer-bills ; 
2dly,  Uiat  2\  millions  be  granted  for  payinr  a  like  mm 
raised  on  exchequer-bills  pursuant  to  an actof  last  sessionfi 
and,  thirdly,  that  H  m^ion  be  granted  for  paying  off  a 
like  sum  raised  alap«  last  session,  and  in  the  same  raannMu 
Thespresolutioo8wearelikewis9agKeedto.Repert.onMonikiyi 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  wwM  thea  diqpoilxi'  of; ' 

Adjeuu^  till  Mancky. 

h6u&e  of  LORoir 

Baron  Spencer  t^Malquis  of  Blandford)  was  mtrodneed 
between  Lord  Grenville  ^nd  Lord  Stewart  of  t3&rHes  (Earl 
of  Galloway).  Hia  writ  of  summbus  billing  bekn  rlkd  at 
the  table,  his  lordship  to6k'Ml^oathfi  hitd'hUse^i. '  ' 

Sir  Stephen  Cottreli,  onef  ofthe  clerks  of  the  privy  conn« 
eil,  presented  a  return  of  the  names  of  Ih^  "clergy  nolding 
rectories,  curaciesj'&e-  specifying  those 'who  hdd  been  ex- 
cused from  residing  on  the4r  benefices,  ftc.  which  iVas  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ill  rtc  appcid,  "  Howie  v.  M*tnr,^*  Mr.  Nowlan  wtijj 
heard  in  reply ;  after  which  the  jui%ineilt  of  the  court  of 
session  was  atBrmed.  ' '  ^ 

The  Irish  and  English  sugar  drawback  bills  were  read  a 
second  time,  aiM  committea  for  the  next  <kiy . 

The  corn  exportation  bill,  the  Irish  duties  bill, '  ihh 
foreign  troops  bill,  the  royal  marine  mutiny  bill,  and  the 
Greenland  whale-fishery  bill,  were  retfd  a  third  time  and 
pan^rd,  and  a  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  t>f 
Commons  to  acquaint  them  therewith. 
'  Oa  the  itetita  of  Lord  Ellenborough  thd  judges  were  or- 
dered 
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dcred  to  attend  on  Monday  se'nnight,  to  deliver  their  opi:-' 
nion  in  the  case  of  Lacina  v.  Crawford.. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  Appeal,  the  Countes?? 
Dowager  of  Lincoln  and  Others  v.  the  Doke  of  Newcastle 
and  Others,  was,  on  the  motion  of  ibo  Lord  Chancellory 
postponed  till  the  next  day  se'nnight. 

LordCoUingwood's  annuity  bill  passed  ihroirgli  a  com^t 
mittee  and  was  reporte(i. 

WOOIit^BV  MANtTlTACTTTRES. 

•  Eorl  spencer  mr^ved  the  second  reading  of  the  woollen 
manufactures  penalty  suspension  bill.  Ift  expressed  him- 
self linfViendfy  to  the  practice  of  nassing  bills  of  this  de*' 
scrlption  from  session  to  session,  if  the  laws  which  were 
thus  suspended  were  unfit  to  be  carried  into  cxexiution,  they 
'  ought  not  to  remain  any  longer  on  the  statute-book.  Pecu-< 
liar  circumstances,  however,  rendered  it  necessaryto  enact 
another  suspension  bill,  the  subject  being  of  too  great  mag- 
nitude and  importance  to  allow,  amidst  the  pressure  of 
other  business,  of  its  being  sufficiently  considered,  so  as 
to  bring  forward,  at  present,  a  general  law  to  embrace  all 
the  objects  which  would  necessarily  engage  the  attention 
eiiiptoycd  in  such  a  labour.  The  subject  was  now  under 
consideration,  and  by  passing  the  present  bill  time  would  be 
^  given  to  frame  that  species  of  general  law  which  the  sub- 
ject required. 

Lord  Auckland  said  a  few  words  to  the  same  effect. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question  for  its  commitment, 
.  Lord  GrenviUt  viid,  ho  had  expressed,  on  a  former  occa« 
$ion,  his  disapprobation  of  this  description  of  bill ;  he 
therefore  merely  rose  now  to  state,  that  he  voted  for  this 
bill  on  the  ground  of  its  being  rendered  necessary  by  ieir« 
cumstanccs,  and  in  the  weH-grounded  expectation  that  an 
adequate  general  law  would  be  the  result  of  the  consid^a-^ 
tion  which  the  subject  was  now  undergoing. 

The  bill  was  committed  for  Wtnlnesday. 

Lord  Auckland  presented  a  petition  from  certain  woollen 
manufacturers,  in  the  counties  of  Wiltj^  and  Somenset^ 
praying  to  be  heard  by  council  respecting  certain  parts/of 
the  bill;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  en  the  table,  and.tha 
•player  granted, 

JPfiCXrARATOftY 
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PECLABATORY   BILli. 

Earl  Stanhope  stated,  as  the  result  of  a  coavcrsation  be 
fiiid  had  with  some  aobte  lord's  in  the  House,  that  it  /miuld 
be  adviseable  to  refer  his  bill  for  the  more  eifectuaj  disi 
covery  of  truth  from  Mritn'esses,  to  the  judges^  for  them  to 
consider  it,  and  make  si^ch  alterations  as  they  should  deem 
expoiient.  He  had  no  doubt,  however,  that  if  it  wa^ 
wished  to  discuss  his  bill  in  its  pi^sent  state,  he  could  de- 
fend  it  triumphantly  against  (he  objections  of  any  noble 
lord,  and  gain  a  victory,  such  as  he  obtained  over  a  npbl6 
and  learned  lord  on  a  former  day ;  but  as  he  did  not  wish  to 
provoke  discussion,  and  as  the  reference  to  the  judges  might 
"be  made  three  weeks  hence  as  well  as  that  day,  he  should 
move  to  postpone  the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  till 
the  first  day  after  the  recess. 

Lord  Kllenborough^  in  assenting  to  the  motion,  took  the 
opportunity  of  observing,  that  the  bill  required,  material 
altera tioo,  otherwise,  if  pa^ssed  in  its  present  state,  it  might, 
whilst  it  opened  a  door  to  trutk  on  the  one  hand,  close  it 
on  the  other,  and  generate  greater  mischiefs  than  it  pro* 
Ifessed  to  prevent. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  a 
noble  and  learned  lord  (Lldon),  moved  to  postpone  the  third 
Reading  of  the  declaratpry  bill  till  the  next  day.    Ordtrcd. 

Adjourjicd, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  MARCH  17. 

On  the  moUpn  of  Mr.  Mannii^  the  London  dock  amend- 
ijfient  bit!  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a, 
second  time  the  next  day. 

Sir  Stephen  CottrcU,  clerk  to^the  privy  council,  presented 
the  teturns  of  the  archbishops,  relative  to  the  residence  of 
the  clergy,  in  compliance  with  a  provision  in  the  clergy 
residence  act.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
'*  Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  office  of  ^the  auditors  of  the  publip 
accounts,  presented  a  list  of  the  accounts  delivered  over  by 
the  late  auditors.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

'  Mr.  Irvbe,  from  the  inspector-general  of  imports  and 

exports, 
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exports,  presented  to  the  House  an  account  of  the  value  of 
the  exports  froi*^  Great  Britain  to  the  island  of  Tortola, 
during  the  last  seven  years';  and  an  account  df  the  %\i}t^v 
iiiiT)orted  ^rom  theaaid  island.  Ordered  to  Ke  on  the  table, 
and  ttfrbeprinrted. ' 

A  nei>r  writ  was  ordered  to  be  mued  for  a  member  to  t^rve 
for '  the  borou^  of  Jedborout^h^  Dnnifar^  Haddiiigtoti^ 
&c.  iit  the  room  of  ■■"■■!  Dairy mple,  feq.  -who  llasac-» 
ceptedthe  stewmdfthip  (rf  the Chil tern  Hundreds. 

The  Tortdla  free  pari  bill  was  ocdercd  to  be  commttted  oil 
Monday. 

Mr.  Dillon  e^ve  notice  that  he  would  on  W^dnesda^ 
next  move  for  the  prodiKtion  of  a  list,  in  x)rder  to  asctftain 
the  number  Q(f  parish  diiirches.in  Ireland. 

The  American  wool  bill-  was  ieported,  and  orderad  to  be 
read  a  third  time  the  next  cbry.^ ' 
'    The  muttay  bill  wa»  read  a  thurd  time,  and  passed. 

'Ffie'Eagtish  at^  Irish  hitlitia-pay  bills^  and  tbemilkiib' 
su4Nitt<vn  and  adjotaatbtUsj  weve  read  a  third  tame  ud" 
paissedv      >        •'  »     .  .  ^  •  ....'.- 

;  iiiliOiiair^^rA  sBRVioB  BiLii.'  ' 

On  the  motion  ibr  the  second  leading  of  the  Iri^h  miNtiA 
voluntary  service  bill, 

Mr.  If^ft»/retf  £;9€iic^m0a  to  second  tlie  motion.  Heap- 

g roved  of  ii  because  he  was  convinced  that  the  first  point' 
V  which  the  enem^  would steov  caeoseof  invasion,  would 
be  Ircliuid.  It  would  be  ii»ollected  that  when  tJie  war 
Broke  out  the  enemy  liad  at^thetr  command  a  ^eat  nujn« 
ber  of  Dutch  schuyts,  though  their  flat-bottomed  bi»is 
were  not  ready.  'Many  regiments  of  oiiUtia  iu  this  country 
then  offered  to  extend  their  services  to  Ireland,  and  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  this  could  be  acqepted  ivithuut  a  si- 
inilaf  ^fller  oh  the  part  of  the  IriA  milftia,  to  <^t^dthfelf ' 
seiVices'  to  En'glknd*  A^  bifiwas  brofttght  in  by  the  then' 
ffovernmeni  to  this  eflect ;  but  'unfiyrtunatdy,-  many  ^gei|** 
tiemen  connected  with  the  militia,  thought  it  their  duty  to 
oppose  it.  But  these  gent^mcn  would  go  to  Ireland  again, 
as  they  had  already  done,  in  case  thern>>houl(f  be  need,  tie 
hoped  this  both  from  their  spirit  and  good  sense,  since  it 
would  be  miich  better  to  comoat  thft  enemy  in  Minister  or 
Connaught,  than  in  Kent  or  Yorkshire.  'Our  means  of 
defence  would,  by  these  means,  be  materially  increased.* 
This  was  obvious ;  but  there  wtere  two  other  positj6tis 
which,  as  they  were  not  so  obvious,  he  would,  with  the 
'  '  permissioi]^ 
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^permission  of  Ae  lloiise^'  oitfKitiate  upod'  iMrc  fully.  IC 
wras  mcU  \novfn  Chat  the  object  of  the  ar«hWleHd,  the  enemy 
tof  thi§  country ,  was  to  seise  iretaad.  Now,  ^hat^aslhe 
«ta(e  of  Ireland  ?  The  honourable  getitleuiafeHhen  proceeded 
to  state  Uiat  the  population  of  the  north  w^si  deoiqfedly  hos* 
tile  to  Bonaparte,  his  roamelnkes,  and  sateUit(^,  but  tli«t 
the  miserable  inhabitants  of  1  he  Bouth  and  west  ivere  |)erha[M 
4>f  anoriieff  <lesoriptioa.  By  the  mutual  tnnisft^''  of  the 
*iiiiHtiaof  botheocmtrieB,  hec#iilcnded9  that  the  com&rtsy 
<he  ind^tl^y;  and  the  hiippiness  ,of  tbe  Iridi^  would  be  in- 
«creased^'  and  consequently  their  Attachment  toihe  country. 
He  adverted  too  sur^wy  thut^had  been  made,  at  the  boginoing 
«f  the' war,  of  the  Irish  opas^t,  vA^ii  about  ten  t£i>iisand 
fishermen  were  trained  to-  arms,  'and  fiUed  for  the  defence  of 
tha  counhy^  who  migiii  otherwise  ha:re  aided  the  enemy* 
if  teu  thousand  Irish  militia-men  were  to  come  her^  they 
.might  produee  fifty  thousaod  good  subjects,  (h  laugh)  and 
4hmo  five  times  as  raasij.  The  other  proposition  wa$,  that 
»l|iis  mmuffe  would  prod^cenn  increase  cm  the  Tcvenuc^  aafd 
d  decrease  of  ^nrpence.  Tlie  Irish  would  learn  to  procure 
-4bc  comforts  ^  life,  in  the  mean  timc^what  was  the  use  «f 
ibe  tax  upon  leather  where  the  p^plc  were  not  able  to  wear 
41  shoe?  »  * 

•  •  The'  bill  was  theiiMid  «  second  time^  and  oidcred  to  be 
^Dommilted  (lie  next  day.  '    « •  ' 

•  St«  Charles  {\>le  pveceAled  a  jiNition  froi*  themalstens  of 
the  botough  of  Newark  agsiinst  the  clause  in  the  malt  a^t^ 
which  go(N  to'  regulate  the  wetting  ul*  malt  Ordered  to  lie 
loathetabfei 

CAPE  OP  COOD  JHOM!f.  ' 

Mr.  Wmdham.  moved  ^at  the  acts  rrfatiye  to  tiic^  ma- 
ti^gvment  of  th^  ^^P^  ^^  <niD(i*iIopc  should  be  x^ntclcd  ps 
jead^  aad  that  tbo  lluuse  should  tbe  next  day  nr^v^lye  it!»rlf 
into  u  comautttto  to  cojp^dor  the  sai4.  ac tii* .   Or dkr^nl. 

NAVAL  Mb.NliV. 

.     .    .-  J 

.  {J[f\  JVhHiiXod  rose,  in  consequence  of  kk  notice,  to 
move  for  an  ac<*AJuat  of  the  applicatioh  of  a  sura  of  ^20,00(1/.' 
JavlM^-4  ifi  tbe  wvyist  i#|iJUcs  of  thq  lust  year.  It  >va»s  sfiid 
to  \)e  for  the  cummUsiuncrsYur.examiairji!;  intu  thic^  civil  af- 
fair^ of  th<^  n^yy-  Hut  it  was  extraortJlLjiary  ihixi  no  ao 
icounl  hrid  rvrr  Dcnin  i^iven  of  its  appUcatitm*  The  cojju- 
toissioners  ofntij^iil  iiuiuiry  had  b<*i?a  Bitting  thtoe years,  and 
Vgj..  1.  JSOj-(i-  Sil  no 
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i|0  remtd  h^  as  yet  been  given  to  them,  tbougU  tbey  liad 

done  th^  itidst  e^ilial  service  to  their  country^    liyoa  thi> 

]^%tiiamenta>3'  commission,  the  late  a^iniuUtratio^  lia^ 

tounded  anotii<!i/  Commission,  ari4  for  this  comipi^lon  hi\d 

applied  for  tfie  sum*  of  20,000/,    It  was  j[)roper,  ^ertainl^. 

that  tliey  who*cnj:aged  in  tlie  public  bcrvice,  bhould  be  paid 

for  it,  but  llien  there  was  a  decency  to  be  pbi>erv«d  ia  (ha 

n^ode  of  proceeding ;  and.  here  there  were  ^rcqiQiitances 

.omitted,  that  onghtjohave  bcei^  observjKU  |t  wasalways  Ibp 

custom  on  these  occasions,  togtantrewards  to  commissioners 

after  their  work  ^yas  done,  while  here  they  had  it  before 

thty  had  well b^n».  He  did  oot  mean  to  throw  any  blame 

on  these  commissioner^ :  they  might  havo  dpne  their  dut^. 

«s  ^yeU  as  the  commissioners  pf.  naval  inquiry ;  all  he  saia 

was,  that  a  proper  detailed  account  of  the  c^pplioatiou  of 

this  money  ouglit  to  be  laid  before  thp  IIoii^.    Their  sak- 

.Iriesj  at  1?00/.  for  each,  would,  in  ^h&  space  pf  two  years| 

amount  only, to  15,000/.  and  thus  5000/.  remained  entirely 

unaccounted  for,  while  the  commissioners  ornavalinqu|rv, 

tftall  their  jouraey  to  Portsmouth,  &c.  had  e^cpended  dniy 

SOO0/.    *He  concluded  b  v  moving  foi;  an  account  of  the  iip? 

iplication  of  ^0,000/.  included  in  the  estimates  of  the  navy, 

for  the  years  1805-6,  statccl  (here  to  be  for  discbarffing  Uie 

expencea:of  tbp.cpmmis^|Qne;$ibt  revising  the  .ciyd  afaira 

of  (he  navy,  with  the  documents  pn  which  it  was  fouMdcd* 

and  the  cQjrrpspQn^en^,  between  th^  cpmmisi^ipnen  and  the 

^miralty.  .'/...  T 

*  .  Lord  Castler^agh  did-not  rise.to  object  to.  the  motion,  hut 

merely  to  advert  to  an  unfair  reflection  which  the.lionpujr- 

able  gentleman  made,  in  statipg  Jtl^s^t  this  was  contrary  H) 

the  usual  practice  in  cases  of  commissions^    He  conteiided 

that  there  was  a  diiTerence  in  this  respect  between  a  coo^uusr 

sion  appointed  by  t]ie  eifecntive  government  and  pnp.apr 

pointed  by  Parliament.    In  the  former  case  it  was  prppisr, 

and  he  Ivflievcd  it  wais  the  practice,  to  give  in  an  estiipale 

for  the  expenccs  of  such  commissions.     The  estimate  hd 

stated  to  be  for  two  years';  and  as  (o  the  5(XX)/.  overplus, 

this  would  go  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  diiiejrent  officer^ 'at* 

Juched  to  it.  » 

Mr.  Whitbread  rather  thought  that  this  mode  of  esimates 
was  not  the  usual  practici^.  '  .:  . . 

Mr.  ilitskisson  and  Mr.  Bastiurd  said  a  &w  iKOrds  na  the' 
pime  subject. 

I  Mr, 
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Mr.  Wilbp^foro?  oWved,  that  iQ^qoqijpwii^g  th«  dif« 
fercnce  of  the  expehuitune  of  the  two  coiXMnissioiw,  it  ou^ht 
to  be  considered  that  the  ooinmissioaer^  jpf  Aar^  iaqmry 
urere  to  be  rewarded  by. Parliament  betea^fi:.     ,    •    . 

Mr,  \y hitbte^  6ai(l^  that  tlie C0mpari$pii,ir^  tttpecting 
the  SOOO/.'.surpMsy  and  wbfit  the  coniimssiofKSis  of  iiaval 
inqniry  had  already  expended. 

Mr.  Wilberforcdeacpiaiiiedi  .   . 

Mr.  Stnrges  BoUrae  obserted,  that  out  of  this  5000/.  tba 
saburies  of  the  secrctanr,  which  Was  800/.  and  of  the  other 
officers  were  to  b«  paiu.  . 

Mr.  Whitbiead  obKerrcd^  that  the  salary  of  Mr.  Thom- 
son, whcu  secretary,  was  dnly  500/.  and  how  the  servicea  of 
Unother  qame  to  be  worth  800/.  better  thcp  Mr«  Thomson's 
wferc  of  500/.'  he.  did  npt  lyioW,  ... 

The  motioir  was  theft  agrieed  to.  ^ 

Mr.  Btbififd  moved  for  an  account  of  tne  expences  of  thii 
com^iissioners  of  narol  inquiry,  stating  the  items  since  their 
appointment,  to  the  end  of  tlie  year  1805.  Ordered. 
'  A  message  from  the  Iiprds  annpuoce^  thi^r.iisseiit  ;ta 
the  Grtenland-flshery  bill^  and  ihe  royal  marine  mntioj 
biU.  J 

sir*  Alderman  Piinsep  ttoped  thaf  ttie  notice  which  he 
was  about  to  give,  would  not  imply  ariy  doubt  of  hi^  con- 
fidence in  ministers  that  ttiey  would,  as  sdoil  as  pos^ible^ 
prppose  some  measure  relatiye  to  the  subject  which  lie  bad 
late^  brought  bcfoire  the  House  Jlis  acquiescence  Tu  (heir 
desire  for  withdrawing  his  motion,  proved  his  confidence. 
(He  was  proceeding,  when  he  was  requested  by  the  Speaker 
to  confine  himself  to  his  noriice.)  He  fhensaid  that  his  no» 
tice  Was  jlifaat  be  would,  early  next  session,  move  for  a  com- 
mittoe*io  liJke  into  coilsideration  the  carrying^trade  of  Bri- 
tish India,  in  case  something  was  not  dpnc'on  thissutject^ 
previous  to  that  time,  by  ministers. 

AttDlTIOHAK   FORCE   ACT.  « 

Mti  Giles  ntoved  fotsome  further  papers  relative  to  this 
act: — 1st,  For  an  abstmctof  the  return  of*  the  inspector- 
general,  containing  the  total  number  of  vacancies  iri  J  S05 ; 
and,  2dly,  a  copy  of  the  apportionments  on  the  difllTent 
parishes,  for  supptying  these  vaca^icies,  in  1805.  Order^d^ 

•/  9  £3  ORtiNANCR 
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•  nfr^Areamnder  brought  up  die  report  of  Ihcreommkiot 
of  supply,  con^akiiftff  the  rcsoltitiorts  re»pcoting  the 
pcdnanoe  e^ikoaale^^  On  themotton  ihat  tltoaebe  tewi  m 
seooadtiiaei'-i 

General  Tarldon Begged leasre  t^xid Jrrsss Ibw  obserm^ 
tions  to  the  Iloiise^  before  they  .prooeedpd  toroAe  soiarge  kbl 
expc«iditure\of  the  paUio  nvoney.  His  first  obfiervwoit 
^houldhcxespPctinglbeftdditioAiil force  act.  Thismeasaney^ 
^s\\lc\\  had  met  ATith  so  nuscBi  ridicule  from  a  right  honmhv 
ahlc  gendemaft  aow  opposite  to  him,  beundenstood  fo  have 
iH^eii  cxtirmely  prodnctiTe for  tJic lastsix  w^i'ks,' partial^ 
-hirly  in  distant  parts  4if  the  country,  irfaere  its  offfenrtion 
had  not  yet  been  paralysed  "by  the  mmoar  of' intended 
change.  Tlie  voluntocr  system  had  also  beon  dfctidcd  by 
tlic  right  hoaoanilile  secretary^  and  yet^  though*  be  heal 
bocn  longonoui^h  inofRce  tO' bring  forward  bteplans^  no-* 
thing  wasi  suUtitutedin  ita  room.  He  had  *boe»  a  tnilttarjr 
Mum  for  9if9e  than  thirty  years^  'during  whitit  pmod^he 
hpd  .ficrassoBioactUid  service,  aod4t)igM  fiam  aeon  tAotCy 
had  it  not  been  for  n  strong  atlachmeat  to  certain  gentkittaa 
(a  laugh)  ;  but  his  ideas  of  eoadueting  -wac  iverc  verfrdif-^ 
ferent  irom  those  of  the  right  Itonour^hfe  ^cretary«  The^. 
jright  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  speech  on  a  ibrmek'-oc«» 
casion,  alluding  to  >ibe  Ibrmation  of  theioet 'administfuitiofi^. 
^  hiui  exercised  much  of  satcastic  pleasantry,  in  comparhig- 
them  \o  a  mixed  set  of  cMtle,^  harnessed  to' the  state  ^biole,, 
in  which  the  bright  bleod  hqys  pdled  s^  restiTcJy  wKh  the 
oid  hob'duil  bhfcksy  that  tho  e:irring6  stuck  in  the  mud^ 
The  same  sort  of  remark  might  be  fairly  retorted  «i>ott  the 
sitfd  of  M^'hich  tlie  right  honourable  secretary  himsctf 'now 
made  one,  and  in  wliich  the  bnys^  tht  Macisy  the  grej^j^ 
-and  tlu"  (hfn$j  of  all  flges,  Wse^,  and  'p^^rcts^  i^e^e  ^ 
mixed,  and  by  tlicitkickt]^  and  cnrvetttng,  beoame^o  un- 
luanageable^tliat  the  slate  cooffhman  sat  upon  the  bodt  per- 
plexed and  uuahle  \o  proceed*  But  the  metaphor  of  the 
mmtege  apar|» :  instead  of  that  activity  wliich  the  ttrgcnqr 
of  tlie  times  demanded,  our  military  pr(*{)ara(ions  were- 
standing  still,  or  retrograde.  The  estijnati*s  noiv  before  the 
House  were  the  same  with  those  of  last  year,  and  lio  im- 
provement Bad  taken  place  upon  them;  but  hvi  was  con- 
vifi^ced,  that  had  a  late  distinguished  ilninistcr  lived,  they 
.would  eve  ^ow  have  uudcrgcgiie  much  aUecation.  It.  ap- 
peased 
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peaffcd  to  him,  that  the  battle  o€  Trafal|s^  had  made  a 
girxLi  alteratioii  in  tlie  state  of  th^  country.  The  €trcitro- 
staaoeft  of  that  artion  were  mort  siorious,  and  its  cd^t» 
flutst  dcoiaive*  The  na^ai  triiim]^ef  KBglond  iras  r^^ 
4cred  compk^.  «  The  cacm^  mi^t  build  sUpK,  but  these 
were  no  better,  than  tojs,  while  they  wanted  seamen  to  man 
them.  Yhift  'victory  he  considered  an  placing  the  country 
in  a  stale  of  compaTotiw  aecuritT ;  but  stillwe  ought  to 
look  to  Ac  opposite  harboBYB  or  the  enemy,  and  Uy  that 
flotiflnwbich  thteotens  our  sbotcs.  It  might  \»  expected^ 
that  after  the  fete  which  Bonaparte  had  pnhdised  to  his 
tioops,  they  would  again  be  orawn  down  to  the  co^t, 
fuBbect  with  success,  and  im^tigaled  by  hopes  of  mplne  and 
plunder,  in* the  evtent-of  the  ^nemy  s  -landing,  >  he  did  not 
*  donht tlia^  the  best  ndlitar^  situations  would  U;  taken ;  but 
he  couldcAot  help  objecting  to  Woolwich  being  tlie  only 
dapdt  ofi  aiikis%  He  conceiwrd  that  a  central  de^t  fihoultf 
be  establidMd  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom'.  He  now,  indexed, 
iMHhod  from  'fbe  oppiistlc  side  of  the  House,  that  slic)!  a 
depot  had  beon  established,  but  iet«td  wish  that  the  depot 
at  Woolwich  ahouM  be  transferred  to  Leicester.  Wt»re  the 
.enemy  lo  efibet  n  landing,  it  miglit  becoane-nece.^siiry  to 
f  ght  a  battle  fer  the  protection  of  Wodwicb  under  di^^ad* 
fantageoos  ckcnmstaoces.  But  H^re  our  great  depot  of 
atrns  removed  to  the  centre  of  the  kingdom,  no  such  ne- 
cessity could  happen,  and  no  man  would  tight  with  less 
ardour  for  sneh  a  pi^caution  being  adopted.  But  even 
ahould  theeneniy  g^in  poMcs^n of  the  south)  he  trusted. 
that  the  bravery  of  the  north  would  recover  what  had  been 
ki8t«  He  eonclttded  wttb  a  shott'recapituiation  of  what  he 
bad  before  said. 

'Mr.  CWcrif /?  fltiid,  that  instead  of  the  tfuestlon  before 
tlie'  HouM*,  aiki  the  only  regtihtr  one  in  discussion,  thc* 
ypeediof  "tfie  hon.  gentleman  embra«e<l  such  n  raricty  of 
topicsas  Tendered  it  extremely  diHicult to* disNOorcr what 
was  hisprnicipal  object.  He  siiould not,  however,  follow 
him  ot^r  a^  tWd  so  dvs'ukory  and  irrelerant,  but  confine 
himself  16  the  subject  of  the  ordnance  cstiitiates— witli  the 
merit  or  demerit  of  which  those  who  have  now  tfce  direction 
tif  that  branch  ef  the  pubh'c  service  cettaiiHy  haVb  IKfle  or 
nothing  to  dot  nor  oould  they  have  the  most  dlilftitt'  wish 
of  essimiing  to  themselves  any  share  of  the  ^rajs^df  ffis- 

B-aisc  to  wliich  it  might  be  entitled,  or  to  ctti^dl'fW>m  tlie 
ouse  what  every  jclork  in  the  ofliees  belonging  io^  fl^l-tfe^ 

purtBMat' 
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jlOTtnient  must  knmr;  namely,  that  tfcdse  eitimatc^  wen? 
iorqied.by  UiMt  j^ecfwon. in  office.    Th^  fbuodthelti 
ready  formi^if  ^d>  nwi^ existiog.cifORiiistaiioei,* deemeil 
it  eligible  to  adopt  iktm ;  and  so  far  jkrom  defmeatiiig  their 
merits^  he  was  rcady  to  defend  tbdir  adoptioiii  a^rinst  ant^ 
censure  whica  ibight  be  tluowii  on  mm.     Tht  nobkf 
Iprd,  now  at  tbc  head  of  that  department  had  fiaund  that 
ffrc^t  expenditure^  had  air«idy  been  ideroled  to'the  esta* 
blUliment  of  old  v?ork3.a»dsyBt9niu  of  defence  beffftn^whieb 
hMceoKxl  U  much  more  eligibieto  complete  aoKi  carry  lata 
eff^f,  than  to  attempt  tlie  ckection  or  establiduMiit  of 
DC  W«    For  such  otliors  as  the  master  of  the  oidmnoe  tii%ht 
de^m  necessary  to  adopt,  a.  large  »am  faad.oeiteiiilt  Mtn) 
placed  in  his  hand^;  ai^d  .^f  be  abould  not  doem  the  <»-^' 
penditure  necessary,  the  moneiy  ivotthi  of  omiaa  «bO  'i^'* 
turned.    The  only  alteration  in  the  preeoRt  eBtimate,  fromt 
that  Which  was.  formed  by  the  late  board  of  otdjumoe,  ^«vai^ 
an  article  against  which  the  sum  of  IS fiOOi.  mm  writfetiY^ 
and  comparing  tbe  tiome  estimate  for  theaeveRpweedii^^ 
yiearsy  the  ^ame,  article  appfwedlo.Jiacated  at S5v00(M.    tti 
was  therefore  thought  ^mo^  .adv^oi^t^ie.  to,  come  foMaxd** 
boldly  at  once^  and  cluim  the  whole  Bum*     Wtih^ve^- 
spect  to  the  adoption  of  the  other  estimates,  4hi9f  bad  ieei^ 
followed  uuin  conformity  with.  the. plaRt  or  whidi  laree 
sums  had  been  already  laid  ,out>     vVHh«iospeot  io  mb 
plan  rccoinmendird  by  ttie  ^pn*  geatlemRR  m  adopting 
a  central  4efidtf  ilic  present  boara  bad  feUowed  up  tte 
plan  oftbei^  predecessors,  especially  with  lespeot  to  small 
orhis., 

tienieral  Tarleton  nuide  a  few  observations  in  cjcplaaaM. 
tioii. 

Lord  Casllereagh  wished  io  say  a  few  wordaoR  the  sub* 
ject  of  the.  ordnance.    lie  expressed  his  hope  thatit  was*  - 
the  intention  of  tbp  right  hon.  secretary  in  the  war.dspaart*.^ 
meat,  io  follow  up  the  plan  of  defence  upon  the  eastern 
coast,  which  had  been  so  strongly  recommondod  by  his  late 
ri^it  hon.  friendf  and  which  it  was  bis  intention  i»  have 
completed.    He  felt  it  necessary  to  mention  this,  as-  al-  * 
though  it  did  not  form  an  article  in  the  estimates  of  ord- 
nance framed  by  the  late  administratioti,  and  now  brought 
forward  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  yet  it  was  fully  in  their 
contemplatidD  as  an  essential  part  of  the  defensive  system, 
and  would  ceHainly  have  been  proposed,  had  his  right  - 
1^00.  £rffod;  on  his  return  from  Bath,.  Is^n  able  to  attend;  • 
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4a  bisipJbi0e  in^Utiit  Hoa^;  for,  in  hh  ppitiion,  tholpo  Was) 
j^^Q^i^i,  noie  OBieKUal;  bocausein  pnnetitijig  a  strong  (Ic-. 
%uce  on .  Ikoit  pointji  frha«ld  the  «aeniy  app^aacb  oar  ca<kst^ 
^ee^ni:  lb&  iiiiprjic^G;ibilhy  of  makiu^  tfny  imtxr^ssion  Ia 
tl^at  quarter,  U^eifitetfgKs  would  be  tlirow9Upbn  Hicflauks^ 
in coiis^4iieticclo£>whiQh  tbcy  w^iuld  beiorccfJ  to  triycriic 
a  OQO^idisrable  ^blaiioe  by  ssea,  iu  endeavouring  to  direct 
tbcii:  «£Ebite: U>  ibi^  noribward  or  soiAhwiird.    In  this  ca^ie 
tb^  liiwld  be  great  probability  of  their  falling  In  witU  thp 
heavy  >ibi|3»  of.  our  nary,  and  being  totally  dcteatc^. '  tip 
felt  tni»  potBt,8i>  kyiportant  4hai  be  wished  seriously  ;to  i,m- 
pr<M  H  tepom  tba  minds  of  hi$  Majesty^s  piini^tcr^,  and  (o 
e3qpr<iwU»«faApa4hat  no  attontioh  toa  &b»e  or  delusive, (qcp- 
luw>^rW6«lfLindQGd  tham  to  be  fiparing  in  (hie  qcpenditurp 
i^^o^lsaiyrifilcabsolcUe  safety.    Indeed,  from  what  he  knew  . 
ofiJ^eijm^pS*<he  ncfcle  kn^  at  the  head  <  '^  '    *    ' 
iB^tyji^  VKAl  cdntinoed  th«  importance  of 
(ipniUvotdi^bjBtoo  dee{dy  felt  to  stand  one  rn 
potion  wiiMiL  ilUtmed  parsimony.    Ite  ![ 

M^)88^ary  to  tay ,  with  resii^dt  to  f  n*Uind^  ^h  '4 

liQ^l  defence  wat^indi^iiensable^^t  Ihe  sc 
c^iuiAry^  and  w«8abo>  Ui^  th^  cbntcm|;flati 
j<^U  lat&mimskvfti  •  jt  wa^  c^bh^lV  of/.thc  Xir^^  ^por,(- 
MOS  to  the  safety  of  (hat  fciland/  that  it  sit^nM  110  ["linger 
jre^nain  in. a  situation  in  wliich  ^1  enemy/^^anilinW  tyilU  an  . 
leiT^iyp  forcey  miglA  marcli'  fibm  one^iid  to  tlieotbcrj  un-  , 
inft|^0dedJb^  afoitified  podtof  sutlicieut  stfeijgth  to'rclq,rd  ? 
thcur  progress.     lie  therefore  wiblicd  ministers  nug)it^jg9,iilwe  " 
iip^  jLheic  minds^  to  thfe' n(?cesslty  01  a  libfralVxiience  ip  . 
render  that  system  fully  adequate  to  the  pressure  of  the  oc- 
ca^jto*    IJe»wasT*adyfd  agree  with  tile  Ko:i.  jncmlw  wtio, 
opened. t be deba^c^'  ondicprdpriely  lof  divulin^  tlic  deputy 
pi.Qsdfuuiccand  anm^  and,  in  pnr^anceof  Uiis  pl^n,.  a 
central)dep6t  bad:bccn  formrd,  in  ^ihich  parficuhr  attcn- 
.tiqn*had.  been  paid  to  an  Jidoqnatcsiypjjty^of  sijiall  ai^oi   , 
arnl  of  amwiuution^  fiited  and  unfi:s:e(f.  '  He  had  aUb  ba() 
the  plca>>ure  of  informing  the  House  th^.t  a  train  6f  aftit- 
Irry  hud  bqwi  added,  fully  manned  and  horsed ;  but  that 
the  artiUpty  for  onr  wi^yy^  with  iti<  appropriate  annnJmiy(ii.)q* 
>vatii$o  poaderotts  as^not  to  be  very  easy  of  remhY:u^  and 
thgmtbre  the  princi\>al  d(»p5t  stiH  remamed  at  Wooldich^' , 
wifb  wuor  arsenals  at  Plynniuth  and  Portsm^tli..    ^VjlK    ' 
respcot  to  the  system  of  defence  whiehhis^  Majesty^  fhi^'** 
ffii^ters  had  in  contemplation,  he  wcu|d  agreoit  might  not 
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be  altogether  fair  to  press  titem  at  this  moment  to«  dbcb^ 
iure  of  their  plan,  ir  the  ^rhole  \ras  not  in  reaAinea&ki  bt 
brought  forward ;  but  it  Was  extremeljr-deb'hnUo  tbnt  some 
explanation  sfaouM  be  giren  wlicther  or  nottbe  addkkMial 
i^orce  act  was  to  form  a  part  of  that  system^  or -wbctlier  its 
tepeal  was  intended.  The  operation  of  that  act,  wlrieh 
liad  been  much  and  nnjnatly  depreciated,'  cotiid  be  proved 
from  recent  documents  to  have  ocen  gre*tljr  more  efiective 
than  the  enemies  of  that  measure  were  wining' to  allow;  so 
tei^ch  so,  indeed,  that  he  hoped  ministers  woitWtnatntely 
consider  and  examine  the  operation  of  that  mea^trc  bcfim 
Ihejr  abandoned  it  in  the  present  posture  of  aflkirs  for  aey 
experiment  jet  untried,  and  the  r^uU  of  ^kicii'mttsi  M 
mrboUy  unrertain.  If  it  was,  boweter,  to  bo  repeated,  it 
was  highly  desirable  at  least  that  the  coontrjr  Hhbithi  be  ii»- 
formed  whether  those  parishe^i  whichj  by  their  tesiitttde  or 
jieglect,  had  rendered  its  operation  defec(i1^,"We»e  tote 
^exempted  from  the  penalties  which  tkey  Ikicl  jmtly  iit*> 
cnrred,  and  to  which  other  parishes  hmibeih  mAjectal; 
fyr  a  principle  so  ur^just  and  partial  conld'ftol  fitil  lo  excilfe 
jealotisies  and  murmurs  Ihroitghout  the  'kingdom/  K  It 
WIS  not  to  be  repealed,  ihini^itcrs  sIyouM  not  only  dedMte 
ia  thai  House,  but  publis>h  to  the  country,  their  tntcntioRs, 
in  Older  that  the  parishes  might  guard  tfaemsehes  against 
the  penalties  to  which  they  'would  be  subjeeled,  ~h^  not 
laismg  their  quota  of  men  in  time,  instead  of  rquatniiftr 
paralysed  ana  inactive,  as  they  had  been  for  -somcwvekjc, 
itnder  the  general  impression  that  this  bill  would  beVepeal- 
ttt.  It  wlmld  also  be  desirable  to  know  what  was  intended 
with  respect  to  the  voltinteer  army. 

Mr.  ntndham  could  not  avoid  observing,  that  the  s]ipw<a 
of  thchon.  gentleman  who  ojiened  the  debate,*  indudecf  a 
variety  of  topics  quite  irtclovant  to  the  qnrstioti  befiNf^  the 
Ilouic.  Notwitlihtandin^  the  disposition  he  had  professM, 
erf  not  wtbhin^j  to  pn*s.s  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  h  prema- 
ture explanation,  he  hud  availed  liimself  of  a  jitetty  Uir^ 
fumlot  subjects  upon  which  he  arraigned  them  ot*  nfgii- 

•  gence.     The  charge  of  delay,  hown^er,  coiiM  with  more 

•  fMwpriety  be  retorted  upon  those  who,  from  the  bnitlm*ss 
-of  the  system  they  thnusolvos  had  formed,  had  oeco!4oiir(l 
all  the  difficulty  and  delay  of  whicli  they  complatnM. 
The  nolDlelord,  too,  for  whose  advircand  council  \m  Ifci^ 
ipsty's  ministers  felt  all  due  obligation,  betrayed  great  s^b- 
4icitude  tor  the  state  of  tlie  country,  aud  wondrous- impu* 
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tience  (o  be  acquainted  whh  the  system  upoa.iiv'hich  theji 
to  when  the  *afety  of  the  kuigdoni  was  now  confided, 
mcaotto  proceed.  The  noble  lord  and  his  colleagues,  like 
unskilful  phyaicians,  possibly  grounded  their  alarms  ou  a 
oonscious  sense*  of  the  danger-  in  which  they  had  left  the 
patient,  and  wished  now  to  exert  (heir  skill  in  advising 
their  suocessorst;  but  those  successors  begged  leave  to  de- 
dine  their  aid,  as  wholly  disapproving  their  system,  and 
not  coRceivinf^  their  advice  very  conducive  to  the  conva- 
lescence of  their  patient.  Both  the  hon.  members  were 
extreme'solicitoustokiiow  whetiier  the  additional  force  act 
was  to  be  continued,  or  what  other  measures  were  to  be 
puxsned»  To  this  Jie  would  answer,  that  such  was  Ihe  si* 
tticilioa  iD  which  the  military  system  of  the  country  was 
kfi  by  the .  noble  lord  and  his  colleagues,  that  it  wjis  ex* 
Iffemely  diiScuU  to  deteraiine  what  t^  do.  What  was  t6 
be  tile  ifeaeral  nystem,  he  begged  leave  to^  decline  explain- 
ing.at  this  moment^  but  it  was  likely  (hat  the  bill  alluded 
to  would  tbrm  no  port  q(  the  system.  r.The  hon.  gentleman 
bad  also  expressed  a  ^vish  to  know  what  were  the  measures 
to  be  pursued  respecting  the  volunteers;  but  upon  that,  oir 
any  other  port  ot  ihe  plan,  he  would  not  noyw  sufihr  him-» 
ddf  to  be  betrayed  into  premature  disclosure. 

Mr.  Canning  supported  the  arffumcnts  of  General 
Tarietonand  Lord  Castlereagh;  and,  in  allusion  to  the 
declarationa  of  the  secretary  of  $tate  on  a  former  occasion^ 
lespecting  the  imper£ection  of  the  military  system  of  the 
GiKuitry  at  that  time,  expressed  his  astonishment,  (hat  the 
ri^t  iu>n.  secretaxT,  who  then  th6ught  a  proper  plan  ^ 
defrooe  a  Qiatter  of  so  ipuch  facility  as  to  be  obvious  al- 
most  fo  every  man,  should  now  find  so  mucb  difficulty^ 
md exhibit  such  palsied  tardiness  in  producing  any  plan. 
The  House  bad  beea  occupied  for  four  years  past  by  the 
COBOfcpkttiitg  and  invectives  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  secretary  and 
ills  frieads,  against  his  Majesty's  late  ministers,  and  in 
impresMng  apon  the  House  and  the  country  the  great  hopes 
that  were  to  oe  formed  upon  a  broad-bottomed  aaministra^ 
tioo,  indodiag  ^lU  Uie  takats,  character,  respectability^ 
virtue,  rank,  and  elocmence,  of  the  country.  The  ob^xt 
of  Hki  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  friends  bad  beeii  at 
leoj^  answered ;  they  ha<J  got  every  thing  their  own  way, 
auttdto  tMe  extent  of  their  wishes;  and  yet,  with  all  tms 
Mncentratign  and  conflagration  of  talents,  six  Weeks  were 
sow  elapsed;  without  X%^  beins  able  to  propose  to  the 
\  VaJ..  1.  1805-6.  3  P  Hou^ 
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House  any  thing  like  a  military  system  to  pl^^ise  themselves^ 
jiotwithslanding  the  promptitude  and  (iicility  \fbich  the 
light  hon.  gentleman  had  so  often  professed.  According 
to  the  new  sj'stem  of  the  present  administration)  he  under^ 
stood  it  to  be  a  principle,  that  the  person  at  the  head  of 
each  department  was  to  be  solely  responsible  for  the  trai»«* 
actions  in  his  department;  but  whatever  degree  of  confi<« 
dence-he  might  be  disposed  to  attach  to  the  general  tespon-* 
sibility'  of  the  present  administration,  taken  as  a  -whole, 
he  could  not  confide  in  them  individually  as  their  parts 
-were  cast,  particularly  in  the  war  department ;  for  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  for  himself,  and  he  believed  hespoke 
the  opinion  of  ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  throughout  the 
country,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whatever  might 
be  his  fitness  for  other  departments,  ought  not  to  be  looked 
to  as  a  competent  war-minister.  There  were  inany  other 
instances  to  which  he  might  apply  similar  objections ;  but, 
upon  the  whole,  his  confidence  was  rather  directed  to  that , 
great  and  superintending  spirit  which -was  supposed  to  have 
the  chief  direction  and  management.  Mr.  Canning  then 
made  some  pointed  allusions  to  certain  declarations  on 
former  occasions,  which  he  attributed  to  Mr.  Windharoy 
one  of  which  was,  that  lie  (Mr.  Windham)  had  sat  nino 
years  in  a  (*abinet,  with  which  he  diflcred  upon  almost 
every  material  point  iu  discussion,  and  therefore  he  could^ 
attach  no  confidence  to  a  minister  who  could  make  such  a 
declaration.  If  he  really  liad  any  plan  to  bring  forward 
for  military  defence,  with  the  approbation  of  his  coU 
leagues,  he  wa^^  inclined  to  suppose  it  theirs,  and  not  his 
own. 

Mr.  Windham  explained,  and  totally  denied  the  whole 
of  the  declarations  attributed  to  him..  The  opinions  in 
which  he  diflfered  from  certain  members  of  that  cabinet,  he 
had  expressed  before  he  became  a  member  of  it.  He  was 
guarded  against  the  stratagems  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  1o 
lead  him  into  a  disclosure  of  airy  part  of  his  plan,  until 
the  whole  should  be  submitted  to  the^House.  Any  delay 
or  diftjcuUy  on  the  point  was  entirely  owing  io  the  former 
adn]itiistration. 

* .  Mr.  'Whilhrrad  zidTTiivod  the  candour  of  that  open  and 
manly  enmity  '.vhich  th-\  hon.  gentleman  had  so  early  and 
pointetlly  marktxi  to  the  present  administration,  as  well  aa 
the  kindness  of  the  noble  lord  who  professed,  in  a  manner 
which  one  wottld  be  iiiclincd  to  consider  as  rather  a  little  in-s 
^  . .  sixUous, 
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•idioasy  (hat  it  was  not  his  wish  to  press  the  ri^ht  hon.  se- 
cretary  to  prematura  explanations  upon  the  j^ans  in  cpri* 
teaplation.  .  Indeed  he  had  said,  that  it  would  be  highly 
imprudent  for  tberight  hon.  gentleman  to  di2>i;lose  any  part 
f>f  these  plaas,  and  yet  the  whole  of  his  speech  was  com- 
posed of  qiiestions  purposely  directed  to  extort  that  dis- 
closure./ The  anxiety  of  the  noble  lord  seemed  particu- 
larlj^  manifested  l>y  bis  curiosity  to  know  what  was  to  be 
done  .with  the  additional  force  bill;  and  hy  his  extreme  so« 
Iiicitude,  lest  the  same  penalties,  and  emburrassing  ex* 
actions,  to  which  one  part  of  the  country  had  l^cen  sub- 
jected, should  not  be  extended  to  all  the  rest«  He  begged 
It,  however,  to  be  recoHected,  that  the  omission  of  raising 
men  in  tliose  parishes,  was  Jiot  owin:^  to  neglect,  but'  to 
impossibility;  and  that  by  miidi  the  greater  imraber  of 
them  were  unable  to  pay  the  fines  they  had  thereby  incnr^-ed, 
Jiigorously  to  exact  those  fines  would  he  a  cxirious  expe- 
dient, to  prevent  vexation  in  one  part  of  the  country,  and 
of  jealousy  in  anotlicr.  .The  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  was  imejisy  lest  the  volunteers  should  take  alarm 
at  the  present  suspense,  as  io  what  measures  were  to  be  * 
adopted  respecting  them.  He  had  thp  honour  io  be  a  vo- 
lunteer, and  he,  for  his  part,  fclt  no  such  alarm ;  and  he 
vras  confident  also  that  no  -such  alarm  could  be  felt  by  the 
volunteers  in  general,  as  friends  to  their  country,"  in  conse- 
quence of  any  uncertainty  uiidcr  which  ti\(\y  might  remain 
^ntil  ministers  brought  fbrwaixi  their  system.  With  re- 
spect to  the  wondertulctiicacy  so  recently  discovered  in  tfie 
operation  of  the  additional  force  bill,  he  begged  to  know 
on  what  authority  the  right  hon.  gentleman  made  his  asser- 
tion ;  or  how  that  bill,  when  adininistcred  by  him  and  his 
friends,-  should  be  so  unproductive,  and  yet  soefllctive 
now  that  they  had  ceased  to  have  the  management  of  it. 
The  hon.  member  could  not  speak  from  official  documents, 
for  he  had  recourse  to- none;  but  he  could  speak' from  the 
authority  of  those  who  had  recourse  io  such  intbrmation, 
^d  tell  the  hon.  gentleman  that  this  recent  efficacy  in  the 
bill  was  not  the  effect  of  its  n-itural  opera!  ion,  but  tlie  work 
of  crimps  and  recruiting  ofiicers,  in  turnhig  over  to  the 
parish  levies,  meji  under  sizc.for  the  line  and  militia.  Iii 
•  jroHpect  io  the  delay  of  which  he  complained,  six  weeks 
ftply  had  elapsed  since  his  hon.  friend  ]\iu\  come  into  office; 
a  period  surely  not  unreasonable  to  require  for  investigatino* 


ihe  whole  military  system  «f^the  country,  and  endeavour 


3F2  ,^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fifii  TIIKFjUlMAMENTAEY  REGISTER.  -      [oOH« 

ing  to  form  abill  frrefrom  those  defects  and  bhisders  ivRh 
wbich  it  was  frau<i;ht  under  his  predecessors; 

Mr.  Fox  coDsidbred  it  ineccssary  for  him,  ia  conseqiienco 
of  the  g^ieral  obscrratioos  made  by  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  on  the  other  side,  to  say  a  few 
twords.  .  That  right  bo]K>ttTablegentleBian  had  stated,  that 
the  present  ministry  eomprtsed  all  the  talent  in  the  country ; 
and  he  had  even  stated  it  in  such  a  manner  as  might  lead  to 
a  supposition  that  they  had  so  represented  them^yes.  He 
ahould  be  happy  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
weald  state  on  what  occasion  he  had  heard  them  jso  repre- 
ient  themselves*  It  was  imp<i8sihle.  that  they  could  liare 
said  ^,  when  they  saw  thar^ht  honourable  gentleman  oa 
the  aU)^  side  of  the  House.,  It  would  be  ridiculous  in  any 
person  to  insinuate  that  ministry  comprised  all  the  taleiit 
.of  theeountry,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  waa 
•0ttt  of  office.  Not  only  the  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
'but  Ua  colleagues  on  the  same  bench  with  him,  had  made 
^oli  a  representation  impossible,  particularly  by  the  dis- 

?lay  of  talent  which  they  Jiad  already  made  in  opposition. 
'h^  declaration  he  (Mr.  Fox)  made  for  himself  and  his 
colleagues.  It  was  possible  some  of  the  friends  of  the  pre* 
BNki  ministry,  .thinking  too  highly  of  their  merits,  might 
from  prejudice  or  partiality  haye  so  described  thetn ;  but 
lie  Ibought  it  was!  hardly  mr  the  friends  of  a  right  honour- 
able genderoan^  lately  deceased,  to  be  the  first  to  object  to 
that  species  of  compliment.  He  had  neycr,  so  far  as  'that 
right,  honourable  gentleman  was  concerned,  obseryed  the 
«ight  honourable  gentleman  opposite  an  enemy  to  pane* 
gyric  ;  let  him  look  to  what  he  himself  had  said  of  his  late 
right  hoftourable  friend,  and  he  would  not  think  the  par- 
tiality  of  friends  so  unwarrantable.  With  respect  to  his 
right  honourable  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Windham),  the 
right  honourable^gentleman  had  said  that  be  had  no  opinion 
or  him,  nor  any  confidendb  in.  him. as  a  wartminister,  and 
that  99  out  of  lOO  were  of  the  same  mind  with  him  on  this 
subject.  This  opinion  he  immediately  todc  as  granted, 
and  then  gpes  on — ^notto  propose  to  turn  him  out^-^bnt  to 
say,  ^^  Before  you  have  fully  matured  your  plan,  explain 
to  me  the  nature  of  it."  Was  it,  he  would  ask,  a  fair  in<« 
fereiftce  of  want  of  confidence,  to  require  of  his  right  ho* 
nourable  friend  to  tell  them  the  nature  of  his  plan  out  of 
time  ?  His  right  honourable  friend  admitted  be  was  npt 
Mmpietely  ready.  In  tha(  oa^  he  presumed  to  think  it 
7  «trcmely 
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cxiranwly  hard  that  gentlemen  opposit^i  should  'sij,  An- 
swer u^  on  a  poinion  which  you  coofess  yea  are  not  re^y. 
It  wa^  wellknown  that  it  was  alwaj's  the  wis}>  of  the  right 
honourable  gentlemun  lately  deceased,  toendeaTOurloget 
the  friends  willi  whom  he  (Mr.  ¥o±)  acted,  to  make  a  part 
of  his  (Mt.  Pitt's)  ministry ;  and  that  sueh  endeavours  had 
been  used  with  liis  right  honourable  friend  Mr.  Windham, 
after  he  had  made  the  speeches  to  which  the  right  hononr-> 
nblc  gentleman  opposite  ^alluded:  .  it  might,  indeed^  h^ 
said,  that  it  was  not  in  the  contemf^tion  of  Mr.  Pitt,  lo 
hare  given  h»  right  honourable  friaid  the  ymr  df^rtmerrt, 
but  to  have  placed  him  in  some  other  situationv  If  he 
<Mr*  Eox),  however,  understood  the  right  honourable  gen^ 
tleman  opposite,  no  change  of  place  could  have  «atls&d 
Ihe  right  honourable  gentleman^*  or  removed  his  ofajeetiofls 
lO'  lib  right  honourable  friend  holding  any  situation.  Ifc 
^woukl  have  said,  ^'  It  is  not  to  the  head  of  the  particultr 
department  that  I  give  my  confidence,  bnt  to  the  Whole  of 
the  hiiiiistry. "  Thcright  honourable  gentleman  talked  itf 
delay.  It  was  not  till  the  7th  of  February  thai  his  rigllt 
honourable  friend's  writ  vras  moved.  The  right  honmn*-- 
»ble  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  to  whom  he  w<is  convinced  tl» 
right  honourable  gentleman  opposite' would  oot  willingly 
impute  delay,  or  any  other  bad  quality,  diil  not  for  four 
weeks  after  his  return  to  power  bring  in  hii;  additional  force 
act.  There  the  time  which  intervened  w^  nearly  as  Umjg 
as  in  the  present  instance.  There  ioo^  a  single  wet  only- 
was  to  be  introduced.  Here  there  wag  a  new  system  to  be 
founded.  There,  however,  no  objection  of  delay  wat 
etarted,  neither  were  any  premature  inquiries  made  int© 
the  nature  of  the  'plan  which  he  intended  to  adopt.  If 
there  had  been  any  Mich,  how  awkwardly  must  thcit  right 
honourable  gentleman  have  found  himself  sitnated  in  tie* 
daring  it  to^  be  bnilt  on  a  aystan  imch  as  be  himself  had 
been  (iecrying  within  the  last  three  weeks !  The  right  ho- 
nourable secretary  declared  that  he  could  not  figure  any 
reason  for  puttini:!:  atyy  question  like  the  present,  but  a  wjsk 
to  embarrass.  What  good  motive  could  the  persi^rting  in 
it  proceed  from,  when  his  right  honourable  friend  had  stated 
that  1m*  was  not  quite  ready  to  bring  forward  his  mcasPUTCl 
If  he  was  guilty  of  delay,  why  not  bring  forward  agaimA 
him  a  charge  to  that  etfect,  an<l  let  his  conduct  be  the  sub- 
ject of  parlijuncntary  inquiry  ?  But  what  advantage  coaU 
proceed  from  a  jiiemature  declaration,  siptilar  to  thainoiv 
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peqtiired  ?  iFrom  what  moiire  but  a  bad  one  could  iho 
Irish  to  procure  6uch  a  declaration^  proceed .'  He  should 
on]  J  put  it  to  the  candour  of  the  ri/^ht  honourable  gentle- 
man himself.  If,  before  the  plan  of  the  military  arrange-* 
ments  nqw  in  agitation  had  been  ready  to  be  laid  before  tb« 
House,  his  right  honourable  friend  had  at  once  moved  for 
the  repeal  ^of  the  additional  force  bill,  while  nothing  waa 
ready  to  substitute  in  its  steady  "what  urould  the  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  have  $aid  ?  Would  he  not  have  ^d--^ 
Here,  this  is  your  haste  to  shew  your  triumph  over  the 
gentleman  who  is  now  no  more.  Coidd  yon  not  have 
waited  with  patience,  and  allowed  the  act  to  take  its  courso 
till  you  were  ready  with  a  subatitnte  ?  He  would  appeal  t» 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  if  that  would  not  havo 
been  his  conduct;  and,  if  his  right  honourable  friend  now 
sadyd  that  this  bill  formed  no  part  of  his  plan,  did  it  not 
M\€fw  that  thb  was  not  the  time  to  investigate  or  discuss  it». 
merits  r 

'  Mr»  Canning  explained,  declaring  that  his  conduct 
V&ukl  have  been  sdch  as  Mr.  Fox  had  supposed,  in  the 
event  figured  by  him. 

•  Mr.  Perceval  thought  that  the  different  topics  whicl^ 
had  been  discussed  that  night  would  come  more  properly 
before  the  House  on  a  future  occasion.  He  lhou£:ht,  now- 
ever,  that  it  was  hardly  -correct  in  the  right  honourable 
gontieofan  (Mr.  Fox)  to  say  that  it  was"  impossible  .the 
qOfistioa  could  have  been  put  from  a  good  motive,  moro 
fiarticidarly  as*  bis  noble  friend  did  not* press  his  question 
concerning  tlie  plan  which  the  right  hououraMe  secretary 
(Mr.  Windham)  had  in  contemplation,  but  limited  it  as 
io  the  penalties.  This  he  thou<j:ht  wtis  d  reasonable  and 
.proper  qnestJon^  as,  while  iL.wassufiercd  to  remain  in  sus^ 
pease  il^hether  they  were  to  be  levied  or  not,  if  acted  vfiih' 
k  double  disadvantage.  '  He  'expressed  his  happiness  1o 
understand  frorft  the  "last  speaker  on  the  other  side  (Mr. 
Fox)  a  thing  which  he  had  not  formerly  understood,  and 
wliicfa  be  hmiself  did  not  expect,  that  a  comprehensivje 
plan  was  actuafUy  formed.  If  so,  he  thought  MiHiday 
hextnot  an  unreasonable  time  for  bringing  forward  so  great 
H  measure. 

Mr<  Fox  explained. 

Dr.  Laurenct.  agreed  with  his  learned  friend  opposite 
(Mr.  Perceval)  as  to  this  not  being  the  very  best  moment 
for  agitating  the  points  which  had  been  introduced.    lie 
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was  sorry  to  observe,  liowever,  that  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  had  just  begun  to  perceive  so,  when  it  was  too 
late  for  them  to  profitlby  the  observation.  .    » 

The  report  was  then  brought  "up,  and  the  resolution* 
were  agreed  to.  •  .  .  ,  . 

INDIA. 

Mr.  Patdl  moved,  that  an  order  of  the,  House,  dated 
27th  January  last,  for  Ib^  production  of  certain  papers 
relative  to  the  management  6f  affairs  in  India,  be  read  i 
whicb  being  doiie,  the  honourable  member  stated^  that 
upwards  of  nine  months  ago,  he  had  mo^tHi  for  certain 
papers,  which  he  intended  to  make  the  *  foundation  of 
charges  against  the  Marquis  of  Wellesley ;  on  the  27th  of 
January  last,  he  had  moved 'for  other  papers  of  a  similar 
nature ;  and  on  the  1st  February  an  lionourable  oiembar 
(Mr.  Wallace)  had  moved  for  certain  other  papers,  with  * 
a  view  of  vjndicating  the  noble  riiarquis  from  the  charges 
wjiich  he  (Mt.  Paul!)  intended  tdbriug  against  him: — 
Without  imputing  it  as  any  blame  to  the  present  ministers^ 
he  had  to  state  it  as  a  matter  of  complaiint,  that  (hough 
the  papers  which  he  had  movcid  fot  had  been  ordered  stf 
lo*ng  previous  to  the  others,  yet  thattfaDse  papefs- which 
formed  the  noble  marquises  defence  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  members  of  the  House,  while  thosie  which  he  bad 
-moved  fot ,  and  which  formed  the  ground  of  charge  again^ 
the  noble  marquis,  were,  in  a  great  measure,  not  yet  -on  • 
the  table  of  the  House.,  He  therefore  moved  that  return^ 
of  the  papers  contained  in  the  Order  of  the  27ih  Jasraaiy^' 
be  madefortlnrith.  '  , 

After  some  conversation  on  this  subject,  it  appearing 
that  the  delay  had  beeh  unavoidable,  and  had  latterly  beeii 
occasioned  by  a  wish  to  consult  the  new  board  of  controul, 
the  order  being  qualified  "  so  far  as  can  be  disclosed  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  public  service,'' — ^the  motioa  wa« 
agreed  to. 

-  Mr.  Paull  then  introduced  another  motion  for  certain  ad*' 
ditional  papers,  as  a  foundation  of  a  new  charge  against 
Lord  M^ellesley,  by  taking  a  view  of  the  noble  marquis's 
conduct  in  Oude,  Bhurtpore,  the  Carnatic,  and  Snrat, 
and  on  the  whole,  declared  that  there  was  not  a  part  of 
that  immense  peninsula  which  had  not  feU  the  system  pur-  * 
cued  by  the  noble  marquis,  which  seemed  to  lead  him  to 
omit  no  opportunity  of  %Mmag  o^  the  territoriesnof thede^ 
• '  fenceless- 
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^celess^  For  what  purpose,  he  asked,  had  Mr.  lias- 
tings  been  tried ^  but  for  example,  and  to  hold  out  to  the 
native  princes  of  ludia  that  the  BritLih  government  would 
jacver  countenance  such  a  system  as  that  which  had  bc^en 
X^ursued  by  him  ?  Cln  such  principles  had  Lord  Cornwal- 
Iu>  acted  ;  and  tliere  was  not  a  prince,  not  an  individual  in 
India,  who  would  have  uttered  a  complaint  against  his  5:0- 
vernment;  but  in  the  course  of  three  months  the  Marquis 
"Wellesley  had  completely  changed  the  system  from  one 
extremity  of  the  peninsula  to  the  other.  He  hoped  such 
a  system  should  not  gain  countenance  in  that  House!  lie 
ooncluded  by.  nu)ving  for  a  number  of  papers  connected 
with  the  territory  of  Surat. 

Earl  Tcirplcy  while  he  protested  against  such  volumi- 
nous productions  without  any  specific  reason  being  as- 
signed, declared,  that  on  the  part  of  his  noble  friend  the 
Marquis  of  Welleslcy,  he  courted  the  inquiry.  On  the 
subject  of  Surat,  he  should  only  state,  that  from. the  year 
1753,  it  had  been  governed  by  the  same  family.  In  the 
year  1759,  a  treaty  was  made,  by  which  the  castle  and  fleet 
was  decliircd  to  be  under  our  controul.  On  the  Marquis 
of  Wellesley's  arrival,  he  found  the  throne  of  that  terri- 
tory vacant.  He  gave  it  to  the. next  heir,  and,  a  thing 
which  it  had  not  been  before,  made  it  hercditary  in  the 
femily,  giving  them  a  greater  share  than  they  formerly 
had  in  the  revenue.  This  was  the  w$y  in  which  the  xio\M 
marquis,  in  this  particular  instance,  verified  the  statement 
€»f  the  honourable  gentleman — seized  on  the  territory  of  the 
iiefencdess.  He  should  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
what  lie  would  do  in  his  case — if  he  felt  interested  in  the 
character  of  Lord  Wellebley  he  would  bring  forward  the 
charge ;  if  he  felt  anxious  for  his  own,  he  would  put  the 
motion  in  his  pocket.  His  lordship  then  read,  as  part  of 
Jiis  speech,  a  resolution  of  thanks  by  the  court  of  direct- 
ors to  Lord  Wellcsley,  for  the  very  service  which  was  the 
Mibjcct  of  the  present  motion. 

Lord  Folkestone  thought  there  was  ground  for  the  mo- 
tion. It  appeared  from  the  statement  of  the  noble  lord, 
that  the  noble  marquis  had  given  something  to  this  prince. 
If  he  had  done  go  gratuitously,  what  right  had  he  to  jissumc 
•uch  a  power  to  himself?  If  he  gave  this  to  the  Prince  of. 
Surat  he  must  have  taken  it  from  some  jicrson  else. 

Sir  Theophihis  Metcalfe. — Mr.  Speaker,  An  the  noble 
V>rd  and  »y  right  honouruble  friiiid  hav(;  ccr;cctly  stated 
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^he  relative  situation  betvoen  the  company  and  tlie  nabob 
of  Surat,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  go  over  the  same 

f  round  :  I  will  therefore  confine  myself  to  pointing  out 
ow  far  the  subject  of  the  honourable  member's  cnarjge 
against  the  noble  marquis  is  connected  with  tlic  Guickwar. 
And  here  it  may  be  necessary  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  tjiose  ffentleraen  who  have  neither  time  nor  incli- 
nation to  look  into  Indian  subjects,  that  the  Guickwar  is 
one  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs  who  hold  a  part  of  Guzzerat  as 
a  tributary  to  the  Peiihwa,  In.  the  year  1780,  general 
Goddard^ .  who  commanded  a  Bengal  detachment  on  the 
western  side  of  India,  conquered  a  part  of  Guzzerat ;  an<l 
placed  Futty  Sing,  the  head  of  the  Guickwar  family,  in 
possession  of  the  country,  declaring  him  independent  qf 
thePoonah  Durbar.  Mr.  Anderson  was  sent  in  178 J  ^^  t^ 
conclude  a  paice  with  the  Mahrattas^  and  ei^perienccd 
some  difficulty  with  the  Madajee  Scindia,  about  the  pro- 
posed independaiicy  of  Futty  Sing;  but  it  was  at  last  set- 
tled, and  the  country  ceded  to  him  by  general  Goddard 
was  guaranteed  by  the  8th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Sulbey, 
subject  only  to  the  peishcush,  or  quit  rent.  Un  the  deatu 
*of  Futty  Sing,  two  brothers  start^  as  competitors;  and 
pn  that  qccasion,  Sir  John  Shore  contended  that  the  com- 
pany had  ^  right  to  interfere,  and  were  bound  to  support 
the  Guickwar,  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  Sulbey. 
Governqr  Duncan  in  1800,  having  obtained  from  the  na- 
bob of  Surat  the  sovereignty  of  that  city  for  the  India  cam- 
pany,  applied  to  the  Guickwar  to  reUncj^uish  his  claim  of 
choute  or  tribute,  and  grant  to  the  company  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  territory  round  tlie  city  of  Surat  (to  prevent  the 
disputes  which  had  frequently  occurnxi  from  contending 
parties);  and  which  Goyindkow  r«idily  consented  to,  with 
warm  professions  for  the  English,  and  made  no  other 
terms  for  the  cession  than  to  request  he  might  have  a 
hundred  Bombay  se|K>ys as  an  honorary  body  guard.  When 
this  cession  was  made,  it  was  thouglit  prudent  not  to  take 
possession  of  tjie  counti^',  as  it  mijjht  start  a  difficulty  in 
the  negocLation  then  carrying  pnat  roonah  by  the  g:ovenir 
pr-gcneral.  Go vindkow  dying,  tlic  eldest  son  took  pos*» 
^fcssion  of  the  m  usnud .  He  was  soon  dethroned  by  h  is  bro* 
ther;  who  in  a  short  time  was  disphiccd  by  thp  officers  of 
^  Ae  father,  and  the  eldest  son  again  appointed  to  the  suc- 
cession, with  a  minister  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Guz- 
zerat. At  this  period  both  parties  oourtccl  the  British 
yoL.  J,  1805t6.  3  G  power. 
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power,  and  a  yoluntary  offer  was  made  to  the  Bombay 
£OYernment,  to  confirm  the  cession  of  territory  and  the 
relinquishment  of  choute  which  had  been  formerly  made 
by  the  father.  The  consequence  of  these  proceedings  is^ 
that  the  city  of  Surat,  which  contains  upwards  of  80U,000 
inhabitants,  and  had  for  ma  jy  years  been  in  a  state  of  con- 
stant broils  and  disturbance,  from  the  city  being  under 
the  government  of  four  parties,  tlie  naboD,  the  English, 
the  jPelshwa,  and  the  Gfuickwar,  is  now  placed  entirely . 
under  the  servants  of  the  India  Company,  who  preserve 
internal  tranquillity,  alid  the  city  is  increasing  hsi  in 
riches  and  population.  Now,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the 
House,  whether  in  these  transactions  the  slightest  blame 
can  be  cast  on  the  governor-general,  who  had  little  more 
to  do  than  to  approve  or  disapprove  tlie  measures  of  the 
Bombay  government.  What  has  been  stated  by  the  noblo 
lord  is  perfectly  true,  that  for  upwards  of  fifty  years  the 
company  have  invariably  interfered  in  the  appointments  of 
all  the  nabobs  of  Surat ;  and  the  nabob  set  up  in  1790,  sat 
on  the  musnud  for  ten  years,  without  any  approval  frolh 
the  mogul,  and  .held  his  power  entirely  under  the  autjbio* 
rity  of  the  Bomljay  government;,  and  I  can  venture  to 
assure  the  House,  that  if  they  peruse  all  the  records  of  the 
India-house,  they  will  not  find  any  matter  thai  can  throw 
more  light  upon  the  subject  of  Surat,  than  the  members 
present  are  now  in  possession  of.  The  honourable  gentle* 
man  who  stands  forward  as  the  accuser  of  Lord  Weflesley, 
lias  now  laid  two  charges  upon  the  table,  namelj^  the  busi* 
ness  of  Bhurtpore  and  of  Surat,  the  House  will  judge  how 
far  they  deserve  the  name  of  charges.  What  I  complaia 
of  is,  the  extraordinary  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  attack. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  no  sooner  seated,  than  he 
gave  notice  of  bis  intention  to  accuse  the  late  governor-ge<< 
neral  of  certain  ofii^nces,  and  moved  for  papers  respecting 
Oude ;  but^  passing  them  by,  he  calls  for  papers  of  finance, 
to  prove  the  company  had  violated  an  act  of  parliament. 
Tii  idiiig  this  grouncl  not  tenable,  he  returns  again  to  the 
marquis,  in  the  manner  the  House  has  lately  witnessed. 
The  greatest  enemy  of  Lord  Wcllesley's,  will  admit  his  gOn 
vernment  was  marked  by  many  instances  of  zeal,  energy, 
taknt,  ^d  ability,  .which  never  were  excelled  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  and  1  fear  never  will  be  equalled.  To  this  I 
must  adds  that  the  breath  of  scandal  never  tainted  his  cha- 
racter with  the  slightest  suspicion  ag^tinst  tbe  most  incor-* 
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rapt  honour  and  integrity.  It  is  a  fact  known  to  all  India, 
that  be  quitted  the  government  witti  as  clean  hands  as  he 
took  possession  of  it.  Hard,  very  hard,  is  it  upon  such 
a  character,  after  having  for  six  or  seven  yefeirs  executed 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  most  consequential  office  a  sub- 
ject can  be  placed  in,  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  with 
no  other  objc^ct  in  view  than  what  he  conceived  would* 
eventually  turn  out  to  the  benefit  of  his  employers,  to  the 
advantage  of  his  country,  and  finally  lead  to  the  perma- 
nent peace  and  tranquillity  of  India ;  to  find  himself  as*» 
sailed  on  his  arrival  with  such  charges  as  have  this  day  been 
dwelt  on  by  the  honourable  member.  Let  not  the  Hou^ 
conclude,  from  what  they  have  heard,  that  no  enquiry  ha j 
been  made  into  the  conduct  of  the  late  governor-general. 
The  board  of  commissioners,  and  the  court  of  directors, 
liavc  not  been  neglectful  of  this  part  of  their  duty.  Every 
transaction  of  the  g'overhment-general  has  been  minutely 
scrutinized  and  investigated.  If  the  noble  lord  wTio  wa» 
lately  at  the  head  of  the  board,,  was  in  his  place,  I  should 
with  43pnfidence  appeal  to  him,  whether  in  tme.course  afiVe 
volii'rhtnous  dispatches  sent  to  India,  thfere  appeared  ktfy 
fkvout,  partiality,  or  affebfion  ?  The  executive  Wly  <Jf  tlie 
India  Cohipany,  where  the  law  has  placed  the  power  and 
tight  to  censure  or  approve,  liav6  with  firmncfes  ejtpresiied 
twit  sentiments  on  ey^tj  measitre  that  did  not  meet'  their 
approbation :  ndw,  Sit,  under  these  circfumstances,  I  can* 
not  bring  myself  to  believe,  that  if  there  were  any  grounds 
for  farther  inquiry,  either  with  a  view  to  a  civil  suit,  or 
criminal  prosecution,  the  King's  ministers,  or  the  coui^t  of 
directors,  would  have  left  so  important  a  business  to  the 
hoiiotirablc  gentleman  ^ho  has  undertaken  fhe  task.'  But, 
.supposing  the  late  administration  had  felt  a  desire  to  screen 
Lord  \Vell<?sley,  is  it  likely  that  the  new  administration 
will  follow  their  example,  if,  when  they  have  time  to  look 
dver'tlie  records,  they  sec  cause  for  further  proceedings  ? 
And  in  that  case,  an  enquiry  will  come  fptrward  with  thdt' 
weight  of  character  which  belongs,  to  them,  and  under  the 
i)(fluence  of  official  situation  :  and  iit-such  an  event  there 
will  not  be  a  dissenting  voice  to  any  investigation  they 
may  think  propet  to  propose  io  parliament.  With  re- ' 
spect  to  the  production  or  the  papers  moved  for^  I  shall 
only  say,  that  they  oughtto  be  carefully  examined  beft^e 
they  are  produced  to  the  public  ej'e. 
^  3G2  Bfr- 
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Mr«  Addington,  Dr.  Lawrence,  and  Lord  Temple^  each 
said  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Fox  thought  himself  called  on.  to  notice  in  a  few 
words  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  baronet.  If . 
tiie  honourable  baronet  meant  that  he  had  come  into  office 
without  any  improper  desire  io^  serve  either  one  or  the 
Other  party,  he  was  correct.  If  he  were  called  on  to  state, 
taking  thet  system  pursued  by  the  two  noble  marquises^ 
"Wellesley  and  Cornwallis,  as  general  principles,  which  of  • 
the  two  he  liked  best,  he  should  say — the  latter,  as  being- 
most  agreeable  to  the  principles  laid  down  by  this  House, 
and  most  to  the  credit  of  the  India  com{mny.  If  again 
he  were  asked  as  to  his  opinion  of  the  delinqucficy  of  Mar-^ 
quis  Wellesley,  he  should  say  he  had  none.  He  bad  not 
yet  formed  it,  and  if  he  had,  this  was  not  tjie  time  to  de- 
clare it.  As  to  an  idea  throw^i  out  by  an  honourable  mem- 
ber, that  such  charges  were  better  carried  on  by  ministers^ 
that,  for  one,  he  disclaimed.  He  thought  such  questional 
were  best  discussed,  when  no  weight  was  lent  to  the  accu- 
sation, except  what  it  derived  from  the  individual  who 
preferred  it,  and  from  the  cause  of  truth. 

Mr.  Huddlcston  did  not  assent  to  every  thing  that  had 
fallen  from  Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe. 

Mr.  R.  Thornton  deprecated  the  panegyrics  which  that 
worthy  baronet  had  heaped  on  the  noble  marquis.  He  knew 
well  that  he  had  stopd  almost  single  in  the  court  of  direct- 
ors on  this  subject.  The  noble  Marquis  had  bcenrecaUedby 
the  court  of  directors,,  and  be  thought  no  more  complete 
specimen  of  their  disapprobation  of  the  system  pursued  by 
fiim'  could  l)e  demanded.  That  very  recal  produced  a 
jealousy  against  him,  which  was  of  itself  an  argument  in 
iavour  of  the  present  investigation. 

Mr.  Paul!  replied,  and  having  alluded  to  a  charge,  which 
be  intended  also  to  bring  forward  against  the  noble  mar- 
quis, for  dilapidating  the  public  nu)uey  contrary  to 
act  of  parliament, 

Mr.  C.  Pole  asked,  if  it  was  his  intention  to  charga 
the  noble  marquis  with  having  applied  the  public  mooej 
to  uis  own  use  ? 

Mr.  Paull  answered,  to  his  own  cojareaience  and,  spk^i- 
dour,  contrary  to  act  of  parliament. 

Mr.  Pole  repeated^aid  he  charge  him  witb  pecul%» 
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Mr.  Paull.  Not  with  peculation,  but  with  a  wasteful, 
profuse  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  the  public  money  for 
his  own  convenience  and  splendour,  contrary  to  act  of  par- 
liament.! 

Mr.  Pole.  That  is  to  say,  in  public  objects,  contrary  to 
law ;  as  in  the  palace  at  Cfalcutta,  body-guard,  &c. 

Mr.  Paull,  howerer,  declined  giving  any  more  explicit 
statement  of  what  his  charge  should  amount  to. 

The  several  papers  then  originally  moved  for  wcr^ 
granted,  so  fiir  as  may  be  coi^sistent  with  the  security  of 
tbepublic  service. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  gone  through^ 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

TUESDAY,   MARCH   18. 

Lord  CoUingwood's  annuity  bill  was  read  a  third  timiF 
andpassed. 

.  Mr.  Alexander,  and  several  other  members  of  the  Hou^ 
of  Commons,  )l>rought  up  the  American  treaty  bill,  the 
wool  exportation  bill,  the  English  and  Irish  militia  bills, 
fhe  militia  subalterns'  bill,  the  militia-adjutants'  bill,  aud  a 
private  bill,  which  were  severally  read  a  first  time. 

DECLARATORY    BILL. 

*  On  the  third  reading  of  the  declaratory  bill,    - 

Earl  Stanhope  mcurS  to  leave  out  the  proviso  which  had 
t)een  added  to  the  bill  by  Lord  Eldon. 

Lard  Ellenbarongh  said,  he  had  framed  a  clause  whidi 
he  intended  to  propose  as  a  substitute  for  the  proviso,  and 
which  he  thought  would  answer  every  purpose  intended  to 
be  provided  for  by  th^  noble  and  learned  lord  (£ldon),whilst 
at  the  same  time  it  would  obviate  the  objections  made  to  the 
proviso  by  other  noble  lords.  Instead  of  referring  gene- 
rally to  the  practice  of  courts  of  equity,  which  had  becu 
objected  to  as  not  being  consonant  with  the  practice  of 
courts  of  common  law,  he  proposed  to^  state  specifically 
the  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  laid  down  in  the  bill.  Ia 
the  clause  he  had  drawn  up  he  proposed  to  enact,  that  no 
.  mortgagee,  or  bona  fide  purchaser  or  possessor  of  an  estate^ 
should  be  compelled  to  answer  any  question,  the  answering 
which  might  probably  tend  to  defeat  his  title,  or  incur  a 
forfeiture  of  his  estate.  He  meant,  of  course^  a  civil  for* 
3  '  feiture; 
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feiture ;  as  fn  the  case  of  a  widow,  who  in  marrying  again 
forfeited  property,  she  should  not  be  compelled  to  answer 
ar  question  as  to  tlip  fact  of  her  marriage. 

On  a  question  from  Lord  Holland,  Lord  Ellenboron^h 
leplted,  that  he  proposed  to  substitute  his  clause  for  the 
whole  proviso  wnich  had  been  added  to  the  bill,  on  the 
motion  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (Eldon). 

The  Lord  Chancellor  expressed  his  approbation  of  ther 
clause,  which  he  thought  would  answer  every  purpose  in- 
tended by  the  proviso. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then  postponed 
till  the  next  day,  to  give  time  for  the  engrossment  of  the 
clause. 

The  English  and  Irish  sugar  drawback  bills  passed 
through  committees  and  were  reported.     Adjourned. 

^  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  18. 

Mr.  Steadman,  from  the  stamp-office,  presented  an  ac- 
count of  the  arrears  and  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  distri^ 
butors  on  the  10th  of  October,  1805,  and  also  on  the  5th  of 
January,  1806. 

Mr.  Brookes  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  on 
Monday  next  for  an  account  of  the  contracts  entered  into 
by  the  victualling  board  for  the  supply  of  the  navy  with 
spirits. 

IRISH  PAVIJ(G-BOARD.     , 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  brought  in  a  bill  to  continue  and 
amend  the  act  of  last  session,  for  authorising  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  make  certain  arrangements,  relative  to  the 
paving,  &;c.  the  streets  of  Dublin.  Upon  the  motion  for 
the  first  reading, 

Mr.Alexander  took  occasion  to  animadvert  upon  thecori-  . 
duct  of  Lord  Hardwicke  towards  the  late  paving-board  of 
Dublin,  which  was  composed  of  respectable  persons  ;  but 
whose  character  had  suffered  much  in  public  estimation  in 
consequence  of  the  measures  taken  by  Lord  Hardwicke  for 
the  suspension  of  their  powers.  From  this  suspension  an' 
idea  had  gone  abroad  tnat  they  had  been  guilty  of  sonTe* 
malversation,  - 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynne  said  that  Lord  Hardwicke  haif" 
thought  it  his  duty  to  institute  an  inquiry  upon  the  subj^H- 
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referred  to  by  the  honourable  member.  Tlie  proceedings  of 
the  commission  of  inquiry  would  be  speedily  printed,  and 
when  laid  before  Parliament  would  speak  for  itself.  I^r4 
Jiardwicke  had,  pursuant  to  the  act,  granted  the  sun>  al- 
lowed to  other  commissioners,  while  the  paviiig-corporatioQ 
was  subject  to  inquiry,  in  order  that  the  streets  oi  Dubli^i 
should  be  kept  in  proper  repair. 

Mr.  Long  did  not  conceive  the  case  of  the  paving-coc- 

E oration  at  all  prejudged  or  prejudiced  by  the  course  which  . 
ord  Harcjlwicke  hacl  taken,  that  course  struck  him  to  be 
extremely  proper. 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  vindicated  the  condupt  and  charac- 
ter of  the  paving-corporation,  of  which  he  described  him- 
self to  be  a  member,  and  desired  that  any  charge  which 
could  be  alleged  against  them  might  be  immediately 
brought  forward.  v 

Mr.  Ormsby  thought  a  slur  was  cast  upon  the  charactcfr 
of  the  paving-board,  by  the  conduct  of  Lord  Hardwicke. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr. 
Wynne,  and  Lord  De  Blaquiere,  the  bill  was  read  a  first 
time.  Ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday,  an^ 
to  be  printed. 

INCOME   TAX« 

Mr.  Shaw|Lefevre  presented  a  petition  from  ihe  govern- 
ors of  St.  Luke's  hospital,  complaining  of  a  surcharge 
which  hacl  been  imposed  upon  them  for  servants  who  were 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  purposes  of  the  hospital ; 
and  also,  that  the  commissioners  to  wlMjm  they  appealed 
iMtd  confirmed  the  said  surcharge.  The  petitioners  there- 
fore prayed  for  the  interposition  of  Parliament.  When  thai 
Petitio/i  was  read, 

Mr.  ISiaw  Lefevre  stated,  that  if  the  business  were  not 
taken  up  by  government,  be  would  take  occasion  to  propose 
that  all  hospitals,  and  other  charitable  institutions,  should 
be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  income  tax.  The 
proptiety  o(  such  an  exemption  Was,  he  thought,  forcibly 
su^ested  by  the  case  stated  in  this  petition. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CAPE   OF  600D   HOPE. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Windham,  who  stated  that  the 
bilhit  was  bis  intention  to  propose  on  this  subject  was  pre- 
cis^y  the  same  as  that  which  applied  to  the  trade  of  the 
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Cape  of  Good  Hope  when  before  in  our  possession,  the 
jHouse  resolved  into  a  committee  upon  the  said  act,  and  the 
chairman  was  directed  to  move  the  House  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  &c. 

Upon  the  House  resuming,  tlic  chairman,  Mr.  Alexan- 
der, obtained  leave  accordingly. 

Mr.  W.  Pole  postponed  till  Friday  his  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion for  the  proauction  of  some  papers  respecting  Lord 
Wellesley,  which  stood  for  this  day. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  jgave  notice  of  a  motion  for  the  next 
day,  relative  to  some  orders  on  the  books  for  the  produce 
tion  of  certain  documents  relative  to  India.  The  object  of 
his  motion  he  described  to  be  this :  that  those  who  immedi- 
ately presided  over  the  aflairs  of  India  should  be  invested 
with  a  discretionary  power,  as  in  other  cases,  to  withhold 
any  of  the  documents,  the  production  of  which  might  ap- 
pear to  be  injurious  to  the  public  service. 

The  Ameripan  wopl  importation  bill,  and  the  American 
treaty  execution  act,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Scotch  auditors'  bill  was  committed,  the  report  wa$ 
received,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  tiiird  time  (hp 
next  day. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  in  a  bill  to  continue  and  amend 
theactrelative  to  thetradeand  judicature  of  Newfoundland. 
Also  a  bill  relative  to  the  excise  on  ri^m  and  pth^r  spirit^. 
Also  a  bill  for  co^t^uuing  and  amending  the  act  respecting 
the  transportation  of  felons.  These  buls  ^vere  read  a  first 
time,  ana  ordered  io  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

A  clerk  from  the  exchequer  presented  accounts  of  the 
net  produce  of  the  permanent  revenue  for  two  years  ending 
the  1st  of  January,  1806  ;  of  the  amount  of  the  public 
funded  debt  at  the  same  period,  of  the  increase  of  the  con- 
solidated fund,  and  ofthe  money  applied  to  the  redemption 
of  the  national  debt.  Ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table,  and  to  be 
printed. 

.  Mr-  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
supply,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

The  House,  in  committee,  went  through  the  Irish  mi- 
litia services  bill,  and  the  report  was  ordered  tp  be  brought 
Tup  the  npxt  day.    Adjourned. 

HaUSE 


Digitized  by 


Google 


UAncn  19.]       trootLtN  m^kufactvu&iis.  417 

HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,   M ARCH  .  19# 

Hie  Eflglish  and  Irish  siigardrawback  bills  were  read  a 
third  time  and  passed^  and  a  message  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  House  of  Commons  to  acquuii)(*them  therewith. 

The  Ameritian  tfea^^  biH,  the  wool  exportation  billj 
the  English  and  Irish  inilitisl  pay  and  clothing  bills,  the 
mutiny  ,biU,  the  milHiti  subalterns'  bitt,  and  the  militia 
adjutants'  bill,  were  read  a  second  time,  arid  committed  fur 
the  Jitxl  dny.  •  - 

Mr.  William  Dundas  and  several  other  members  of  the 
tlouse  of  Commons,  brought  iip  the  SecUch  bankrupt  bill, 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

VroOUl^V   MANUFACXUIIBRS* 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  oa  the  wp^ 
len  manufacturers'  penalty  susp^sion  bilL  ^. .  -;: 

Aft.  Adam  was  proceeding  on  behalf  of  certain  doUiiels 
in  the  i^ouAties  of  York,  Glonoest^r,  and  Somerset,  who 
had  pctitjkinedrespcdting.  certain  pai^s  of  the  bill,  when  b^ 
was  stopped  by  toe  committee,  and  ocMUasel  being  ordcie4 
to  withdraw,  ».  ♦ 

Earl  Spencer  cxpretetii  his  opinion -tlurt  the  petitioners 
Wonsnot  entitled  to  be  heard  on  the  grounds  stated  in  theii 
petition^  thetprimciploof  theinHbeing-ifafarely  to  continus^ 
libr  a'  further  p^iod,  thd  su^pensioa  4ict  of 'last  ses^ion^  .      < 

Lord  Ellenborough  was  of  the  same  opinion*  :  -  i,» 

'  JEari  Fitzwiiliam  ttok  theopportuiiitr  of  st&ting,  that.be 
cob^ented  to  the  bill  only  on  thegroundof.ageneSKd'lfkw'oa 
thbsubiectbeing^  under  consideration.  .    • 

'  tTUe.hiU  wasrproceedcdin,  passed  ti^tough  tlK  cofamiLtee^ 
and  was  reported  without  amendment.  t     <.  ' 

Iiotd  AucklkM  thbi^  pnusented  another' petitiMfc  against 
the.  bill,  from  certoiti  clothiers  in  Ydrksiiire ;  to  whiell 
hb%d  J^lenixiirougU  took  an  objection  aii'to  poiaiof  forfenw 
.1  JLoid  lidiiand  and  Earl  Spencer  ^faught  it  would  be 
dealtM  hardly  wifh  the  pettiioners  if  Aey  were  not  aUowed 
(a  te^heird  by  counsel  against  the  hOI,'  merely  on  account 
ef  a  trifling  informadiity. 

lit'  i^sisiatleingth' agreed  that  counsel  should  be  heard  for 
flndf  ai^aiiist  the  billi  «a  the  third  luaidtng  the  next  day.      > 

TOL.  L    1806-8:  3  H  DECLAHATOnT 
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DECLARATORY    BILL. 

On  the  further  consideration  of  the  declaratory  bill, 

Lord  EileMborough,  affer  adverting  to  the  clause  Tihich 
he  had  the  preceding  day  stated  his  iufention  of  uiDpo^hig 
to  substitute  for  the  proviso  added. to  ibe  bill  on  the  motion 
of  Lord  £ldon,saidy  that  he  had  been  unable  to  frame  the 
daase  bp  as  to  satisfy  hiso^vn  mind.  lie  therefore  thought 
it  would  be  the  best  way  to  omit  the  proviso  altogether,  and 
ibave  the  bill  simply  declanitory,  as  originally  proposed  by 
his  nobk  and  learned  friend  on  tlie  woolsack,  leaving  it  to 
the  House  of  Commons  to  add  any  clau;>c  which  they  might 
deem  advisable. 

^  The  Lord  ChanctUor  said,  he  bad  priginally  concurred 
in  the  proviso,  proposed  by  his  noble  and  learned  friend 
(Lord  Eldon)  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  that  noble  and 
learned  lord,  and  because  be  thought  that  the  i)roviso  could 
fionoharm.  H'washisopinic^i,  however,  that  if:  the  bill 
passed  a  sa  simple  declaratory  bill,  thelaw  would  stand  thus^ 
that  if  a  witness  obiected  that  answermg  any  Question  stated 
^'ould  render  him  liable  to  a  civil  action,  sucn  aaakodand 
genera)  demurer  would  immediately  be  over-rutod ;  but  if 
out  of  the  particular,  situation  of  the  witness,  or  the  civ* 
ciimstances  of  the  case,  there  should  arise  any  special 
j^otuid  of  objectiM,  it  would  stUl' be  in  the  power  of .  the 
judge  ta  decide  upon  such  spcciar  objection  according  to 
4he  law  as  it  sboula  appear  to  him,  he  not  being  compellcKl 
by  this  declaratory  law  to  over-rule  such  objection  in  ikm 
first  instance*  ) 

Earl  Stanhope  contended,  that  if  the  bin  was  passed*  as 
a  simple  ded^atory  bill,  ^yithout  any  proviso,  it  would  de«» 
clarc  that  to  be  Uw  which  luid  not  been  .acknowledged  to  he 
^w  by  any  of  the  judges,  or  by  zny  tuMc  and  learned  lord 
in  that  House.  

Some  flirther  conversation  ensued  between  Earl  Stanhope, 
Lords  Holland  and  Ellenborough.  Earl  Stanbopewished 
to  be  infermed  brthc  noble  and  karned  lord  (EUentooroDj^Jl 
whether  if  this  bill  passed  as  a  simple  declaratory  law^  it 
would  not  operate  lo  over-rule  every  objection  jii9de:  b^ 
a  witness  to  ansiver  either,  as  a  grneral  or  a  specif  demurrec, 
except  in  those  cases  where  the  answer  might  tend  to  sub-i 
iect  him  to  criminal  punishment  or  forfeiture  i  Lord  EUtn- 
borough  declined  ghring  any  ansrwer  publicly.  tO:  suck. ft 
iiuejstiou.  , 
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It  was  then  agreed  to  omit  the  whole  of  (lie  proviso,  and 
leave  the  bill  a^  it  orig;inaIIy  stood,  merely  declaratory  of 
the  law. 

Tlie  bill  thus  amended,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed^ 
and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House. of  Commons. 

The  order  for  the  attendance  of  the  judges  on  Monday 
se'nnight,  on  the  case  "  Lucina  v.  Crawford,"  was,  Oi|i  the 
inotioa  of  Lord  Ellenborou^h,  discharged,  and  fixed^  for 
the  2d  of  Maj.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  19. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  election  of  a  member  for 
the  county  of  Kilkenny,  in  the  room  of  the  right  honour- 
able Wiluam  Brabason  Ponsonby,  who  is  raised  to  the  ho- 
nonr  of  a  peerage. 

Mr.  Bond  was  introduced,  and  took  the  oaths  and  his 
"seat  in  consequence  of  his  re-election. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dundas,  the  Scotch  bankrupt 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  otdered  to  the 
Lords. 

The  bill  for  reviving  several  expiring  staftates  was  r^ad 
'the  second  time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  for  a  return  of  the  estimate  of  the 
interest  upon  exchequer-bills,  issuecl  pursuant  to  a  bill 
passed  in  1805.    Ordered. 

The  same  honourable  member  presented  the  10,500,000/. 
<*\chequer-biUs  bill,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered for  the  second  reading  the  next  day. 

Anofficer  from  the  department  of  the  naval  commissioners 
of  revision  presented  an  account  of  the  expences  attending 
the  same  from  their  first  establishment,  distinguishing  tlit 
items  of  expenditure  in  each  year.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  * 

IRISH  MILITIA  SERVICE'  BILL. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Irish  militia 
Yolunteer-scrvicc  bill,  whicli  was  read  the  first  time ;  and 
upon  the  question  being  put  for  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  Lee  said  he  hisrhly  approved  of  the  principle,  and 
wished  io  extend  it  still  further,  by  establishing  a  reciprocal 
plan  of  service  for  the  militia  of  each  country  in  tlie  other, 
as  occasion  might  require.  It  was  rather  an  awkward  thing 
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to.prqpose  aquesticin^pf  yolunteer-servicie  to  men  with  arms 
in  th^ir  hands  ;.  but  pow  that  an  union  was  established;  the 
main  object  avowed  for  whicli  was  to  consolidate  the 
strength  of  lyi|t^,  .^un^c^^  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  mi- 
litia iif  both  countr^cfi,  should  not  be  embodied  at  their  out- 
set upoa  ^  legal  pbligatibn/to  sprVc  in  any  pUrt  of  the  united 
kin^gdom  to  which  iixey  might  be  called*  Upon  the  «r(>od 
fonscqaencc^  that  would  result  from  such  a  principle  of  re- 
cipropaT  service  between  the  militias^  in  promotiug  civili- 
zation, manners,  and  mutual  confidence  between  both  coun« 
tries,  he  perfectly  agreed  in  the  sentimeuts  expressed  by  an 
hon.  gentleman  a  few  nights.since  (Mr*  Whitshed  Keene) ; 
and  when  he  recollectfxl  that  at  this  moment  there  were^ 
29,000  mflitiamen  embodied  \n  Ireland,  and  GP^QOO  in 
Great  Britain,  be  felt  that  it  mi|st(  be  an  embarrassing  cir- 
cumstance to  his  Majesty's  government,  in  ca3e  of  the  inva- 
sion of  either  country  by  the  enemy,  that  no  part  of  this 
cScient  force  could  be  transferred  from  either  (o  assist  the 
other  without  the  fgrroality .  of  an  act  of  parliament  to 
authorise  the  procedure,  being  introduced  session  after  ses- 
^n.  He  did  not  mean  for  the  preseiit  to  makeany  motion 
on  the  subject,  not  knowing  wnat  might  U*  tho  luiUtary 
pl^fis  fljow  in  preparation  hy  his  Majesty's  ministerK ;  but  if 
that  made  no  part  of  the  plan,  he  |)ledged  hinihelf  to  bring 
forward  a  substantial  proposition  upon  the  subject  ciirly  in 
tbe  nfxt, session. 

Gtntral  Tarlelon  said,  that  having  'had  under  his  com- 
piand,  at  dtflerent  times^  tiie  militia  of  both  countries,  he 
ibuDtd  them  excellent  troops ;  but  he  was  convinced  at  this 
moment  that  all  danger. of  invasion  to  Irehuul  vanished 
with  the  issue  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar ;  witli  respect, 
therefore,  to  the  proposition  of  the  honourable  gentleman^ 
be  thojaght  it  much  better  noLto  anticinate  any  conjectures 
or  prpposals  relating  to  the  systfsm  of  aefcncc  for  the  coun* 
try,  but  to  await  the  regular  production  of  the  i)lan  in  pre- 
paration by  his. Majesty's  ministers  ;  and  it  would  be  then 
time  enough  to  suggest  alterations  or  improvements,  if 
they  were  judged  necessary .  ' 

Lord  Folkstone  fully  agreed  in  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  Mr.  Loe,  and  wished  the  principle  to  be  finally  settled 
mtiliout  the  necessity  of  bringing  ibrward  a  bill  upon  the 
subject  every  session. 

Lord  Castlereagh  stated  that  it  was  in  the  contem[)lation 
of  bis  Majesty's  late  ministers  to  have  proposed  a  mode  of 
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increasing  considerably  the  troops  of  the  line,  by  engraft* 
ing  a  ckusc  on  the  Irish  militia  bill,  for  enabling  Ihc  comi 
maading  olBci^rs  to  discharge  a  certain  portion  ot'inen  from 
each  regiment,  not  cxcoecling  iifU^n  men  ix»r  company, 
upon  their  receiving  a  certain  sum  of  bounty  to  recruit 
those  men,  upon  their  agreeing  to  enlist  for  general  service. 
The  facility  of  obtaining  recruits  for  the  Iri&h  militia  at 
three  guineas  per  man,  compared  >vith  tlu;  high  bountyi 
twelve  guineas,  paid  ia  this  countfy  for  the  fine,  would 
lead  to-such  a  competilion  as  very  much  to  dccrGaj»e  the  ex- 
peuces  as  well  as  diminish  the  dilficultios^of  the  recruiting 
service;  and  if  such  a  project  made  no  part  .of  the  plan  in 
x;ontemplation  of  his  ]^{ajesty\s  |uijiistcr$,  he*  would  earnestly 
recommend  U  for  their  adoption^  ajid.£;^  it  his  duty  to 
suggest  suqh  p,  proppsition  when  .their  plan  should  com^ 
before  the  House*         ' 

Jfr.  VamUtart,  at  the  same  tinte  that  he  believed  tlie 
project  suggested  by  the  noble  lor^  made  no  part  of  the 
plan  in. contemplation,  suggested  tlic  proimety  of  gcntle- 
j;uen  waiting  tjll  t^c  plan  itself  s|9oukl  he.  Drought  .tor.uard, 
iusti^ad  of  suggesting  loosely  such  propositions  when.ufi 
questiou  was  before  the  House. 

.  The  report  was  then  read,  ai^d  agrcsed'to^  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed. 

A  person  from  the  India^Iiouse  presented  several  India 
jwiiers,  pursoaiU  to  orders  4if  the  ^th  and  29th  July  ; 
which,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Paiill,  were  ordered  to  be 
priuted. 

INDIA  PAPERS. 

Jl/r.  //.  Addington  said,  that,  having  stated  the  day 
before,  when  he  ^ave  the  notice  of  the  motion  he  wsis  about 
to  make,  that  his  object  was  merely  to  sujjply  an  omission 
wl^ich  had  inadvcrtcutiv  occurred  when  the  House  had  on 
,tlic  11th  instant  ordered  the  papers  respecting  the  Bhurt- 

})ore  charge,  lie  should  content  himself  wiih  merely  nit)ving 
hat  that  order  should  be  read.  This  being  done,  he  moved 
j^hat  the  words,  ^'  so  far  as  tli**  produtUioii  of  them  may 
not  be  injurious  to  the  public  satiety,"  shouhl  be  addcil. 

Jfr*  I'rancisy  not  so  much  with  a  vie\i'  to  oppose  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  amendment  in  the  prcbeiit 
case,  as  to  resist  a  principle  which  might  hercaftiM  iiifhi- 
ence  every  branch  of  the  public  alfairs,  as  well  as  iu  iho^^ 
«f  iudia^  tfave  his  dx-ult^d  opj[ja^ilion  ta  Ihe  motion  jjs  it 
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then  stooil.  The  House  of  Commons  hnd  a  r\g]\i  to  full 
communicaiidn  upon  this,  as  well  as  uponcA'ery  other  sub- 
ject ;  and  he  couid  never  a^rec  to  sec  that  right  frittered 
away,  hj  motions  for  confiding  to  the  discretion  of  any  in- 
dividual  or  set  of  men,  how  far  they  should  comply  with 
the  or:icrs  of  that  House,  or  what  doctimcnts  or  mforma- 
tioi  they  should  chuse  to  communicate,  and  what  withhold. 
If  once  the  House  of  Commons  should  accede  io  such  pro- 
positions, it  would  be  in  vain  that  it  should  institute  inqui- 
ries to  detect  pecuUf  tons  or  delinquencies.  It  would  be  in 
vain  thai  it  should  attempt  to  carry  up  impeichments  for 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  to  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Peers,  as  was  the  object  avowed^by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man. The  documents  absolutely  necessary  to  silstain  the 
charges  agairfst  a  public  delinquent,  might  t)e  in  the  keep- 
ing of  a  public  officer  or  board,  under  the  controul,  per* 
baps,  of  a  friend,  a  brother,  or  even  an  accomplice,  of  the 
party  accused.  Thcnre  would  be  an  end  of  all  attempts  to 
bring  home  conviction  to  the  state-rriminal,  who,  veiled 
under  the  security  of  8uch  a  discretion,  would  set  detection 
and  punishment  at  defiance.  He  had  no  notion  of  fiiHe 
delicacy  in  favour  of  this  person  or  that,  when  public 
duty  demjindpd  his  exertions.  He  spurned  the  idea  of 
feliaping  and  modifying  motions  to  please  one  party  or  ano- 
ther, when  his  object  was  truth  and  public*  iustic<^,  and  he 
f(»lt  Parliament  degraded  by  acceding  to  siirn  proceedings. 
The  privifegc  of  impeachment  of  state-dehnquenis,  was, 
as  had  been  justly  said  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastifi^s,  ^'  the 
jight  arm  of  the  House  of  Commons,"  and  the  impeach- 
ments which  they  carry  to  the  bar  of  the  Lords,  "  the 
public  cry  of  all  the  commons  of  England"  against  thp 
delinquent.  He  should,  therefore,  resist  the  present 
molion. 

il/r.  Addbigton  replied  to  Mr.  FrancI*:.  Hcf  considered 
that  the  motion  which  he  had  submitted  io  the  House  was 
so  much  a  matter  of  cotirse,  that  he  really  had  not  anti- 
cipcatcd  the  possibility  of  any  objection  being  made  to  it : 
otherwise  he  should  certainly  have  thought  it  a  piece  of 
respect  to  the  House  to  state  his  reasons  for  having  macfe 
it.  It  had  been  objected  to  hhn,  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  preceded  him,  that  it  was  establishing  a  dan- 
gerous precedent.  If  so,  this  charge  ro\dd  not  possibly  ap- 
j)]y  to  him,  bccmise  he  was  not  establishing  the  |)recwlent, 
v.Iiich  he  had  found  in  the  votes  of  the  House,.  nameK*  in 
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Juiip  1805,  when  tlic  Oude  papers  were  moved  for  by  an 
Ixpnourablc  gentleman  behi|iu-  Uim,(Mr.  Pa^llJ|^  on  >vliich 
occasion  dlscrelionair/  po\?er,  nQ:w  proposed  to  be  given  tu 
the  Board  of  Controul,  was  first  given.  He  Tiad  been  asked 
whether  there  were  any  paj^rs  relating  (o  the  Bhurtjpore 
charge,  to  the  productipn  ot  which  he  thought  there  miglit 
be  objections  on  public  gro^nds•  To  jLhi&  he  should  anwexy 
that  though  he  had  .not  again  |<K>ked  over  those  pofiersy 
his  ioij^fissioo. decidedly  was,  that  there  were  pa&>ages  in 
some  of  those  documents  which  it  inight.not  be  prudent,  to 
make  public;  -He  said^  that  the  honourable  gentleroAnh^Hl 
iMidertakcn  axlifficult  task^  namely,  thai  of  cf^nvinciog  X^Q  , 
ilouse,  that  what  was  right  in  June;  XifOo  >vaa.i»'i;0Hgui 
Alarch  1806,  as  the  cases  were  precisely. airail^f^U^c. accu- 
ser the  same,  as  well  as  the  accused^.aud  the  (virc^umstauccf) 
pfcciiicly  the  samc«  except  that  the  Board  of  Coirtroul  was 
u  (jti^erent  one*  Did  the  lionowable  gedtlejman  -mistrust 
the  present  Board  ?  If  he  did,  «^poA  >vbat  ground^^  either 
individuaUy  or  in  tlie  aggregatQ.?  NVere  his  u»ot^xes.8US:% 
jpected^  became  he  had;  avowed  a  former  fi^ieitfls^up  Iof^ 
iuul.<mhigU  opinion  .of,  tlk;noblqmftfqH^j>how«s  Jtjie  ob^^ 
ject  of  attack  on  thqse  nations  ?  -He  had  .avowed  ikty/)e7 
causeheieUit;,,i^i]4/jif  any  member  was  capable. of  $u^ 

t meeting  that  lie  wouji^  sujler  his  public  conduct  to  be 
)iassea  by  any  such  considerations,  the  best  practical 
imswer  WA>uld  b^,  that  he  had  not  opposed  th^  pro4vcUtJi|| 
of  one  single  p^H^er  that  had  been  moved  fcH*  with  a  \ievir 
to  fix  a  charge  on  that  noble  person.  Jlad  J\c  ^rvy^tiiich 
unwcfrthy  motive,  it  .could  hardly  be  si^pposod  that  ie,  air 
bumJble  member  o^  the  Board,  could  influence  the  many 
hi^h  individuals  pf  which  that  board  wa%con^po§ed*i  ^  Mf.- 
Aa4if;igton  then  said,  that  the  House  must  be  a^YaTe  of  the 
danger  and  disgrace  that  would  attach  to  tl>c  Board^  .by 
knj  abuse  «:f  the  responsibility  which  must  ]:)c  attached  to 
such  discretionary  power,  as  there  were  sp  many  directory 
i^  tlie  House,  privy  to  thecon<ents  of  any  documents  whicli 
rai^  be  withheHd.  He  would  put,  as  t^^  tlie  question  it« 
sylt^  Qi  parallel  case*  suppose  any  member: should  have 
mpv^v.W'ith  a  view  to  criminate  the  late'.govornment  A^hiio 
itcontiiiucd  for  thefailure  of  the  continental  confederacy', 
^r  necessary  papers  to  elucidate  the  transactions  bclpngin^ 
to  U'-^would  any  man  say,  that  the  miai^lers,  cv^n  though 
tl^f^jparties  accused,  would  not  have  been  bound  .by.. public 
duty  fo  i^ithhold.fUCili,  as  by  tlunr  p|oduotil)!i  migUA  lia>^ 
'/',,-.  3  bcei^ 
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IxH^n.atie^dod'  n^ith  public  inconvenience  6r  dangchr?  ,Th.it 
Vaseve*!  a  longer  cas^,  because  inrtli^  present  instance,  the 
discreiionary  powet  tfas  fo^  be  gtven  to  persons  who  had  no 
interest  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr;  Francis  eitplSiiWed.  •  ! 
'  Lord  Foikslone  hftA'\ie2Lr A  of  motions  biing  reftised  fot 
li^antdf  being  fotilndedti^!!  parliamentary  grounds  ;  and  he 
gho#dbc  gtadtotiWW>lWiat  ]^UaihA^Si:y-^onnds.had 
beciVlliiid«)r  Ihe  pif^^tl  'Th«;rigl)<  hdhoUJf^Klb  g^f^ehiatt 
had  d^dated  he  Aevcr  rfeiM  the 'papers  ^'  rtcjt^did  be  ttssoitic 
id  d^dafe  th^y  teallV  cqntnimfd  ai^r  ihifig  improper  fot 
Iffibclosui'e.  It  TToida  be  time  ^nougfi  ihm  1^  -sailotioh'thl^ 
fefittal,  when  that  Fight  honlmrable  menibjHf^fy  tliimsclf  W(^- 
ranted  to  speak  from  his  own  kAoWl^^^t  Oitfdid'toU* 
tain  matter  unfit  to  be  made  public. 

Mr.  Fox  rose  to  express  tbe  difficulty  he  felt  on  the  ptti 
to^t  oec^a^ion.  Had  (hik^jp^Keistion  odciiffj^  la^  year,  when 
ftopttoedents  of  siiJiilar  thofions  on'  the  same  subject  .had 
occulted,,  or  were  itnow-a  n6w  question*,  he  should  feerf  ho 
difficulty  in  giving  hi^^^attive  to  th<5\riotidri.  Thcife  y^H 
always^  however,^  a, discretion,  more  of  less,  to  be'  placed 
in  persons  baving  pApety  td  produce.  It  was  not  *^ways. 
copies  of  papers  that  Wefis  otdfcred,  bat  copjesoi*  e^tracts^ 
sind  who  but  thig'por§lbn  called  on  ^ptMuc^  thb  pkper3i 
was  to  jiidge  5f  tm;  extracts  necessarV  ttt'be'made'?  -  nerej 
llowcver,  the  papers  were  not  in  one 'trrtwci^'co'nfidcntiaf 
l^ands  alone,  but  in  those  of  a  variety  of  |f^oH^  who  Ivould 
<)utckly  disooitt"'  if  ihii  discretion  demaoided  wa?  Abused. 
The  agtwing  to  the  liiotion  therefore,  in* 'rtfife  caiei?wi^ 
not  a  consid^ation  of  great  importafice,.df  Mhcr  it  w^isptid 
t^r  no  iniportftnce  at  all*  As  he  llad  aJreadjrsttid,  if  this  j^ieri* 
a  new  qt^estion,  he  should  incMne  to  ot]3&t'totlMrmoStm7 
but  considering  thaf  slmilalr  additions  had  Ix^efo  madetb  att 
the  orders  on  this  iHibjccI,  not  only  d'ftring  las<#cssion^  JfcWP 
two  eights  ago  in  the  case  of  Surat,'  witfcont  bc{%'*e** 
riously  object  toy  he  Would  rather  ifjcamrrrthd' to  his  hjb^ 
ndurable  friend  (Mr.  Francis)  to  withdraw  hisi  dppbsSfiM, 
he  (Mr.  Fox)  saying,  that  ifan^W  casC  shou»  6ccur,' 
it!  Which  the  objection  was  made,  he  should  sikppotf  it' 
The  Tesponsiblity,  lie  thought,  would  not  be  very  dyfisfe^nt 
with  or  without  the  words.  He  bnd  seen  cases  in  whidi 
|ilELpers  had  been  ptodueed  at  the  discretion  of  ihGSi(r  in 
whose  bands  they  were,  the  production  of  which  if  by  ind^ 
tioa  ia  thisHouse^  he  should  have  ojipo^.    Heratttei^ 
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thought  in  this  case,  where  so  targe  a  production  vas  caUod 
io  be  made,  the  discretion  mifi^ht  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Bankcs  opposed  the  motion^  in  which  he  found  hiiB« 
srtf  greatly  strengthened  by  the  lon§  parliamentary  prac- 
tice and  skill  of  the  ndhle  secretary  of  &tate,  \^h6  had  agreed 
that  if  the  Question  were  new,  he  also  would  oppose  the 
motion.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  motion  t?as  made  from 
tlie  purest  motives.  If  the  honourable  mover  would  read 
over  the  papers,  and  say  that  there  were  objectionable  pa^ 
ragraphs  in  them,  he  would  at  once  ligree  in  the  motion, 
but  he  thought  the  House  ought  to  know  this  &ct  before 
they  grantea  an  unlimited  discretion  df  leaving  dht  whaU 
ever  gentlemen  pleased* 

Xorcf  Henri/  Ptiiy  certainly  agreed  with  wliat  had  fallen, 
from  his  right  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Secretary  Foxj  ustb 
his  objection  to  the  motion,  if  it  were  the  first  case  on  the 
yame  point  in  which  the  question  had  occurr^<  It  was 
only  made,  however,  in  the  luual  coui^e  of  proceedings 
relative  to  the  afiairs  of  India  during  the  last  and  present 
session.  Here,  too,  the  responsibility  was  increased,  and 
any  possibility  of  concealment  prevented,  by  the  numBeri 
of  persons  who  had  acces^  to  know  the  Contents  of  the  pa^ 
pers  called  for*  But,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  wish  of  many 
members  to  revert  to  Uie  old  practice,  ho  tiad  no  hesitation 
in  recommending  it  to  his  right  hon.  friend  to  withdraw 
his  motion  ;  it  being  at  the  same  time  perfectly  uitderstood 
that  ministers  had  the  power  of  producing  papers  or  not^ 
08  they  might  feel  it  to  be  their  duty. 

Lord  Castlereagh  felt  it  necessary  to  rise^  in  explanation 
of  the  motives  which  induced  him  to  mcve  the  former 
amendment,  in  a  similar  case  to  a  motion  of  the  honourable 
member  opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Francis).  It  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  voluminous  collection  of  documents,  laid  geno^ 
rally  and  indiscriminately  before  the  House,  in  compliance 
with  its  ordere,  founded  upon  motions  of  a  very  wide  and 
general  scope,  upon  which  the  directors  imagined  thev 
had  no  discretion  to  exercise,  but  must  comply  with 
promptitude ;  in  conf>equence,  there  appeared  among  those 
papers,  the  secret  communications  made  by  persons  to 
the  India  government,  of  the  motions  and  progress  of  the 
enemy,  with  the  names  of  those  very  persons  expressed^ 
whereby  their  persons  and  lives  were  exposed  to  vengeance 
and  destruction.  This  taught  him  the  necessity  of  the 
MninSissioners  beirtg  vested  With  a  discretion  to  withhold 
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in  futiirey  papers  of  a  secret  nature.  He  a^c^ccd  in  sup- 
port of  the  nea^sitj,  and  tccoramcndetl  the  right  ho- 
iH^nmhle  gentleman  to  persist  in  his  intention. 

The  disrussion  was  continued  to  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Bastard,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Paull,  and  Mr.  WU- 
{)erjbrcc  thought  a  case  ought  to  be  made  out  to  justify  the 
motion  ;  and  Mr.  Alexander,  Lord  Temple,  and  Lord 
Morjieth,  joined  in  the  recommeridaition  of  Lord  Henry 
Petty. 

.  M)\^  If,  Addififrton  said,  that  it  had  been  much  his  wish^ 
to  have  had  an  earlier  opportunity  to  assure  the  House^  that 
it  "A'as  far  from  his  desire  tobiing  the  question  taa  divisi6n. 
It  liad  api3eared  to  him  so  innocent,  so  unimjiortant,  and 
so  much  a  mlitter  of  course^  that  he.  had  been  on  the  point 
€if  making  the  motion  the  day  U*fore,  even  without  giving 
a  notice.  He  had  risen  immediately  after  bis  noble  friend 
near  him  (Lord  H.  Petty)  to  express  his  rcadjiicss  to  com- 
ply witli  his  suggestion,  not  only  because  it  came  froiu  a 
qtiarter  to  %vhich  it  would  be  always  his  wish  to  pay  ^ter*' 
ftnce,  but  because  two  or  three  respectable  mcmocrs,  w  ho 
had  spoken.bcfbre,  seemed  desirous  that  the  motion  should 
1x5  witlidrawn.  His  opinion^  however,  remained  com- 
pletely unsliaken  as  a])i)lying  to  the  present  case,  by  any 
arguments  thatv  he  had  heard,  though  he  agreed  as  to  the 
genend  principles  laid  down  by  the  secrrtary  of  state.  ]  le 
still  thought  that  it  would  appear  strange,  that  after  the 
House  had^  no  doubt  for  weighty  reasons^  adopted  these 
words  on  two  occasions  out  of  the  three  that  had'occurred^ 
that  in  the  third,  and  that  aii  intermediate  one,  those 
-words  should  not  appear  on  thb  votes  of  the  House.  Ho 
consented,  however^  to  withdraw  the  motion,  thinking  it 
immaterial  as  to  the  main  object^  whether  it  was  adopted 
or  not.    . 

A  message  from  the  liOrds  signified  their  Lordships^  as* 
.assent  to  Lord  Colliug>yood's  family  bill^  and  the  Kngjisk 
and  Irish  sugar  drawback  bills. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE   or   LORDS. 

THlfRSRAY,    MAUCII   20. 

The  American  treaty  bill,  the  mutiny  bill,  the  English 
Hud  Iri>h  militia  bilU,  the  militia  subalterns  bill,  and  the 
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fltiUtui  adjut&oU  bill,  XMissctl  through  commiit(!b,  jond  wert 
j«jported. 

The  Scotch  bankrupt  bill  was  read  a  second  lime,  tlio 
commitnient  ne!]:ativ(Hl,  und  tiie  bill  ^rdeoxl  U>  be  read  a 
it/iird  time  the  uext  duy . 

MOOLLEV    MAXCFACTUREnfl.  ^ 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  woollen  manufacturers'  pe- 
nalty suspension  bili^ 

Mr.  Harrison  wiis  heard  on  behalf  of  certain  clothiers  of 
Yorkshire,  petitiooers  against  the  duration  of  the  t)ill.  The 
object  of  his  spa*ch\vas  to  induce  thelioi^se  to  alto:  the  term 
fixed  foir  the  duration  of  tiie.bill  from  twelve  to  six  montbs, 
14  order  that  tht*rc  might  be  a  letter  chance  of  some  perr 
manent  me^isure  relative  to  the  subject  being  adopted  during 
the  present  session. 
•  Counsel  having  withdrawn, 

Lord  Auckland  declared  his  opinion  with  respect,  to  the 
bill  to  be  unaltered  by  wiiat  had  fallen  from  the  learned 
f^unsel.  Whether  any  permanent  uieasure  was  adopted 
this  session  or  not,  the  duration  of  the  bill  for  twelve  months 
could  have  no  effect  in  either  case  to  retard  or  accelemt<b 
that  measure.  He  did  not  sec  therefore  any  reason  why 
tho  term  of  its  continuance  should  be  altered. 

The.  bill  i^as  then  read  a  lthir4  time  and  passed,  and  a 
message  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons^  to 
aiB<|iiaiiU  them  therewith* 

Three  private  bills  were  brought  up  from  tlic  IIt)use  ojE 
Commons,  which  were  severally  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  Custom  Hotise,  presented  the  an- 
nual accounts  relative  to  the  commerce  of  Great  BritaiD« 
irhixsh  where  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tab^.« 

Adjourned* 

HOUSi;  OF   COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,    MARCH  20. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  Newgate  ddlitoi^ 
praying  for  relief. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabto« 

Mr.  Martin  presented  a  petition  from  the  maltsters  of 
Tewkesbury,  praying  for  relief  from  certain  duties. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table- 

j8ii  IV^ilip  Stepl^ens  presented  the  pac^r  moved  for  by 
3  m  Htr 
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Mr.  Whitlmjid,  in  ord^r  to  sliew  the  distributioii  of  ibe 
sum  of  20,000/.  granted  to  the  commi^^ipners  for  exv 
mining:  the  civil  aflkifs  of  the  navy. 

'Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nap,  from  the  Bs^nk,  presented  an  acoountof  Ibe 
^unoAnt  of  the  5  per  cent,  annuities  granted  to  certain  per^ 
sons  in  consequence  of  the  loyalty  loan  act. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Young,  from  the  con^missioners  of  the  cnslomS| 
presented  an  account  of  the  number  of  iressels,  with  their 
tonna^re,  Wonging  to  the  different  ports  of  Qreat  Britain^ 

Onfcred  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  Matthew  Ridley  presented  a  petition  from  the  shoei 
makers  of  Newcastle,  against  unlawful  combinaUons  in 
that  trade. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  ten  millions  and  a  half,  and  the  oqe  million  and  a 
jhalf,  exchequer  bills,  were  read  a  second  tune,  and  or« 
dened  to  be  committed  th&next  day. 

The  Irish  militia  service  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 


The  excise  expiring  laws  bill,  and  the  felon  transporti^ 
^on  bill,  were  committed.    Report  the  next  day. 

JVlr.  Bird  moved  that  the  report  of  thecommftlee  on  tb4 
9ea->coal  admeasurement  bill,  should  be  considered  the  next 
day.     Ordered.* 

Mr.  AV^.  Wynne  presented  papers  relative  to  the  addU 
tional  force  act. 

Ordeixxi  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DUBLIN  PAVING  BILL. 

Mr.  Wynne  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Dubli^' 
paving  bill. 

Lord  De  Bhguiere  hoped  that  the  House  would  jpam^ 
before  they  allowed  this  bill  to  prpcced.  He  thought  its 
provisions  uniisually  ejctraordinary,  not  merely  because  it 
was  what  had  been  generally  termed  in  that  House  an  IrisH 
job,  but  liecanse  it  was  highly  unconstitutional.  It  went 
<o  repeal  the  bill  of  last  session,  under  which  the  crediloni 
of  the  corporation  must  sue  for  their  debts.  Whatever 
might  be  done  in  suspending  the  commissioners,  he  thought 
it  highly  improper  that  the  creditors  should  be,  ev^n  for  4 
time,  doprivcdof  the  right  of  suing  for,  their  debts. 
'  Jlfr.  Wi/nnt  observed,  that  all  he  could  say  with  regard 
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to  the  biistncfiS  was,  fliat  the  Lord  Lkuienant  heitf^  in  cmir^ 
sequence  of  the  po%Tcrs  vested  in  him  bjr  the  act  of  lastsesr 
pion,  9i»penclGd  theooaitnmtssioiiefs  for  pavin^r^He  streets  of 
J)u61iD,  aud  appointed  five  householders  of  Dublin,  xirhm 
;canducled  tliebusino^s  without  salaries*  The.iu;ids  were 
at  present  in  such  a  situation,  that  the  debts  could  not»b^- 
|)roperly  discharged.  But  there  was  a  friend  i>f  his  just 
'Conie  to  to wn>  who  could  ^ive  the  noUe  lord  fuller  iofor* 
jmatiboti. 

Mr.  Jbbn  Lafoiiche  supported  the  bill  as  nccessaiy  uii# 
jder  the  stato  of  fhe  funds.  : 

Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Ormsby  opposed, it  on  Ihe 
grounds  that  it  was  ^xceedin^^y  unftor,,  that  without  a 
strong  case  stated,  the  creditors  should  be  pFeveatcd  fvom 
going  to  a  jury  when  thev  pleased. 

The  second  reading  ol*  the  bill  was  then  postponed  tiS 
pe^tTufsday. 

A  mcsimgc  from  the  Lords  announced  that  they  haa 
passeaa  bill  respecting  the  liability  of  witnesses  answering 
|n  cases  where  tlie  answer  might  stibject  them  to  a  cir^. 
suit,  and  agreed  to  the  woollen  manu&cturersauspeDsioii 
JjiU. 

Mr#  "Wynne  moved  for  a  committee  the  next  day,  to  coq« 
sider  so  much  of  a  certain  act,  as  empowered  the  Lord  Lien« 
tenaJitot Ireland  to  grant  £0,000/.  out  of  the  exchequer  fiif 
paving  and  lighting  the  streets  of  Dublin* 
^  Ordered. 

Lord  H.   Petty,  after  moving  the  commitment  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  ordnance  bill,  oljserved,  that  in  consc^ 
gucace  of  the  xibsence  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  who" 
wished  to  propose  certain  clauses,  he  would  move  tliat 
the  bill  should  be  committed  on  Monday  next. 

Ordered. 

Mr.  Pillon  moved  for  an  account  of  flie  number  of  p^n 
fishes,  and  of  parish  churches  and  glebe  houses,  boilt  or 
building  in  Ireland,  us  far  as  the  same  could  be  ascertained. 
After  some  observations  from  Dr.  Ouigenan,  he  agreed  to 
confine  his  motion  to  the  reprinting  of  the  account  ooi. 
this  subject  before  presented. 

Ordered. 

fi[r.  Leigh  moved  for  a  return  of  thie  number  of  comiiion- 
law  subpoenas,  writs  of  Ct-^pias,  &c.  &c.  Issued  for  four 
yc%r;;i   commencing  from   November,    1801,   from  the, 
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court  of  exchequer  in  Ireland,  stating  the  number  in 
eacli  ycar.^    Ordered. 

Mr.  Fita^erald  moved  for  a  return  of  the  quantity  of 
•pirits  distiHcd  in  Ireland  imported  into  Great  Britain  in 
the  years  ISOlrS^SrlrS,  stating  the  duti(?s  in  each  year,  and 
the  amount  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Rose  moved  for  a  return  of  the  quantity  of  HUgan^ 
imported  from  Tortola  during  a  certain  period ;  and  for  an 
account  of  tlie  value  of  produce  exported  to  tlie  island  of 
Dominica,  from  Great  liritain^  and  importid  from  ii^t 
same,  from  the  year  1767.  • 

Ordered. 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  COUNTHT. 

General  Tarlcton  b<*gged  leave  to  put  a  question  to  sdmc 
pne  of  his  Majes<}''s  ministers  then  in  the  House,  in  order 
that  the  House  might  be  somewhat  apprized  of  the  nature 
f>f  the  business  that  was  to  come  on  on  Monday.  What  ho 
wished  to  ask  was,  whether  the  business,  of  which  a  right 
Jionourablc  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham)  had  given  a  sort 
of  notice  on  a  farmer  night,  was  to  be  brought  forward  on 
that  day  ? 

Mr.  Secrctartf  Fox  said,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
answer  the  question  directly,  in  the  absence  of  tite  right 
hofiourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windham) ;  but  as  that  no^ 
tice  had  not  been  renewed,  he  rather  supposed  the  busi- 
ness  to  which  he  referred  would  not  be  brought  forward 
on  Monday. 

(A  short  time  after,  Mr.  Secretary  Windham  having 
taken  his  place,) 

General  Tarletn  again  rose,  and  said  he  was  sQrry  to 
trespass  so  often  upon  the  House,  but  it  was  uppn  a  sub- 
ject which  necessarily  produced  considerable  anxiety  both 
in  and  out  of  the  House.  He  wished  the  right  honourable 
secretary  would  have  the  goodness  to  inform  him,  whether 
or  not  he  meant,  according  to  that  half-notice  he  had 
given,  to  bring  forward  tlic  measures  to  which  he  alluded* 
on  Monday  next  ? 

Mr.  Serrpintyy  Windham  'said,  the  honourable  gentW 
man  was  r>ertainly  correct  in  calling  it  a  hatf-noXw/i  he 
had  not  given  anv  regular  notice,  because  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  phxlge  himself  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  bring. 
It  forward  by  Monday.  Notwithstanding  the  great  anxi- 
0y  which  the  honourable  gentlcmiin  and  his  friends  might. 
1  IteJ 
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feel  upon  tbe  subject,  or  which  might  be  felt  out  of  doors^ 
he  could  only  say,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any 
iifconveuience  would  result  from  a  little  delay.  He  did  not 
see  any  necessity  for  hurrying  measures  of  such  im{K>rtance 
9nd' delicacy,  which  required  the  mature&t  deliberation* 
Although  the  expectation  of  tbe  hon.  general  might  havd 
been  disappointeu  by  this  apparent  dehiy,  his  was  not.  li 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  object  of  the  greatest  importance 
was^  to  give  the  fullest  consideration  to  any  changes  that 
were  to  be  proposed,  before  the  subject  was  introduced  j 
and  he  saw  no  other  inconvenience  that  could  result  from 
the  unavoidable  delay,  than  that  it  would  disappoint  tha 
curiositjf,  and  the  anxious  expectation^  of  a  number  of 
persons. 

General  Tnrleton  mentioned,  that  considerable  anxiety 
must  necessarily  be  felt  on  the  subject^  Both  by  the  gefttle* 
mentif  the  army  and  the  voluntcei^i 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  said,  that  as  soon  as  he  wai 
prepared  to  bring  the  business  forward^  he  should  name  th« 
day. 

Mr.  Windham  brought  up  a  bill  for  the  feguhition  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Ilope^  Ilcad  a  first  and  ordered  to  b« 
readea  second  time  the  next  day. 

'  7he  Attorney  General  moved  the  first  reading  of  the- 
witnesses'  liability  bill.    Read  a  first^  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  seodnd  time  on  Monday. 

'  llr«  Huskisson  moved  for  ceftain  papers  relative  to  the 
barracks.    Ordered. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  weite  disposed  of^  A'd« 
journed. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

fRlDAYf  MARCH  21. 

In  ^n  appeal  from  Scotland,  *'  Glassell  t.  the  Earl  -of 
Wemyss,'  Mr.  Adam  was  heard  on  behalf  of  the  appel^ 
lant-^after  which  the  fuiTther  consideration  was  postponed 
till  the  next  day. 

The  American  treaty  bill,  the  wool  exportation 'bill,  the 
mutiny  bill^  the  English  and  Irish  militia  bills,  the  militia 
subalterns  bill,  the  militia  adjutants  bill,  and*  the  Scotch 
bankrupt  bill,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  a  mes* 
sage  ordered  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  acquaint  thesa 
thex^with. 
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On  tbe  mo(ioti'  of  Lord  Bldon,  the  further  coitriderttion 
ef  the  claims  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  «and  other  reyal 
^kes  to  the  right  of  Toting  i»  the  election  of  reiwoseBl^** 
tive  pcew  for  Ireland,  was  fixed  for  Tuesday. 

The  liirther  hearing  o(  the  case  ^^  Keefing^  v.  the  JSai^f 
India  Compsnv''  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  same  nobte 
lardy  ahio  fixed  for  Tuesday ;  and  the  further  consideratiM 
«f  the  appeal  ^^  the  Caunle&%  Dowager  of  Lkicdn  and 
others  v.  the  Dttke  of  Newcastle  and  others/*  de&rred  till 
Wednesriay. 

Mr.  Slavelj,  from  the  post-office,  presented  an  ac- 
count of  the  balances  in  the  bands  of  depuly  postmastei^^ 
•a  tlie  5th  of  J^uary^  18Q6,  which  was  ordeKdtolie.Oft 
the  tabic. 

BBCLASATOnV  BILL. 

Lord  Eldon^  after  adverting  to  what  bad  taken  place  on 
Wediiesdayrckitiye  to  the  declaratory  bill,  observed,  that 
he  did  not  attend  on  that  day,  in  consequence  of  under« 
standinff  that  a  noble  and  learned  lord  (Ellcnborou^h),  nol 
now  in  nis  place,  would  propose  a  clause  specifically  pro- 
iHding  fcyr  the  exccpl ions  to  the  general  principle,  and 
which  was  to  be  substituted  lor  the  proviso  which  he  (Lord 
Eldon)  had  proposed  to  their  loidships.  From  what  had 
happened,  howerer,  on  that  day,  he  was  convinced  4^ 
he  must  have  misunderstood  the  intentions  of  the'noble 
•ml  learned  lord  to  whom  he  had  allnded.  He  was  still  of 
opinion  that  the  bill,  if  passed  in  its  present  shape,  mi^ht 
generate  much  mischief;  and  could  he  have  conceived  that 
noqualifyin?  clause  would  have. been  proposed,  beifdukt 
have  attended  in  his  plaeeon-  Wednesday,  and  stood  out 
to  the  last  for  the  adoption  of  his  pibvisot  As  the  business 
stood  now,  hemust  contenthimsel/with  giving  notice,  that  if 
th^  bill  came  up  from  the  House  of  Commons  withQut 
receiving  any  amendment  Ihat  could  brin|  the  subject 
agaia  into  discussion,  be  should  make  a  motion  on  the  bill 
brought  in  by  a  noble  lord  (Stanhope),  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  the  question  again  under  their  loidships*  aiiisi* 
deration. 

The  Lord  ChanreltcTy  after  adverting  to  th^  causes  which 
had  given  rise  to  th«  declaratory  bill  which  he  had  had  the 
nonour  to  present  to  their  lordships,  contended  that  the  ge- 
neral enactment  toatainedin  the  bill,  merely  declared  die 
law  to  be  wbat^  the  majority  of  the  judges  had  stated  ii;^ 
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but  did  not  take  away  any  of  those  privileges  of  deniurre^; 
which  witnesses  wejre  preriously  allowed  by  law,  or  the 
.power  of  the  judge  to  decide  on  such  grounds  of  demurred 
according  to  the  law  as  previously  defined  and  laid  down, 
Jn  framing  the  bill  he  to^  for  its  groundwork  the  lan- 
guage us^  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord  (GIdon)  in  the 
.question  referred  to  the  judges,  <whicb  question  had  beea 
answered  in  the  affirmatire  by  a  majority  of  thosq  learned 
persons;  if  therefore  there  was  a  defect  in  the  bill,  it  must 
arise  from  defective  opinions  delivered  by  the  judges. 

Lord  Eldon  still  adhered  to  his  former  opinion  relatiMa 
to  the  operation  of  the  bill.  He  thought  however  it  would 
be  advisable  if  the  bill  was  not  amended  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  put  a  question  to  the  judges  for  the  jpur  pose  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  exceptions  to  the  general  princi- 
ples were  saved  or  not  under  the  gcaergd  enacting  words  of 
the  bill.  .     ' 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FniDATy  MARCH  21. 

A  return  wag  presented  from  the  privy  council  of  tlie 
Tiumber  of  men  raised  under  the  defence  act,  distinguishing 
those  who  were  discharged,  and  also  those  who  have  vo- 
lunteered for  general  service.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table^ 
and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Dickens,  in  the  absence  of  his  honourable  friend, 
Mr.  C.  Pole,  took  occasion  to  post|>one,  till  Mondny,  the 
notice  of  motion  relative  to  India,  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  announced  his  intention  of  bringing  forwar'^ 
this  day. 

MBASUREMENT   OP   COATiS  . 

Mr.  Btirdon  rose,  pursuant  to*  notice,  to  submit  a  pro- 
position of  great  and  general  importance,  and  particularly 
to  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  It  was  become  in 
jihc  highest  degree  necessary  to  ascertain,  and  to  fix  upon, 
some  mode  for  the  accurate  mensnrempnt  of*  coals,  for  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of«snch  an  arrangement  the  pub- 
lic, and  especially  the  poor  and  ignorant,  were  subject 
to  the  gr(»ssest  frauds  and  imposition.  To  remedy  such 
evils  was  the  objrct  of  the  measure  he  had  thought  it  his 
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duty  to  bring  forward.  The  honourable  member  con- 
cluded with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  bcftcr 
regulating^  the  admeasurement  of  coals  6ca:borne.  Leave 
given. 

7  Mr.  Stavely  presented  at  the  bar  an  account  of  the 
receipts  and  arrears  in  the  post-ofllicc  department  on  the 
5th  of  January,  1S06,  and  Mr.  Franklyn  presented  an  ac- 
count  from  the  comniisi-ioiicrs  of  customs,  of  the  arrears 
imd  balances  due  by  collectors,  &c.  These  accounts  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  aiid  the  Utter  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  message  frpm  the  Lords  hiformed  the  House  of  their 

.Jordships'  assent  to  the  Scotch  creditors  bdl,  the  American 

treaty  and  American  wool  bills,  the  Irish  and  Enjrlish  mili- 

.   tia  pay  and  dlothing^  and  adjutants  and'subalterns'  allolr^ 

knee  bills. 

Ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittarf^  that  an  ac- 
count should  be  laid  before  the  House  of  the  amount  o£ 
interest  accruing  up(m  such  exchequer  bills  as  are  to  bq 
•paid  off  in  the  year  1S06;  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
gave  notice  that  he  would  move  a  vote  upon  this  subject  h\ 
the  committee  of  supply  on  Monday.  ^ 

Sir  John  Audcrsou  presented  a  petition  ^om  thg  tru$te6s 
of  Bethlem  Jlospital,  praying  parliamcutarj^  aid.  Ilefcrred 
to  a  select  gommittee. 

The  ten  and  a  half  million  exchequer  bills  bitt,  and  the 
one  and  a  half  million  excheqiicr  bills  bill,  were  severally 
icominitted,  and  the  report?  werp  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
on  Monday. 

Theexcise  continuance  bill,  i\\c  customs  cgntinui-^nce  bill, 
,  and  the  felons  transportation  bill  were  reported,  and  orderal 
to  be  read  a  third  iime  on  Monday. 

The  House  resolved  into  a  committee  on  the  Dublin 
paving  bill,  ia  which  some  conversation  took  place  bc- 
Jwccn  Mr.  C.  Wynne,  Mr.  Vanstttart,  Mr.  J.  Latoiiche, 
Lord  De  Blaquierc,  and  Mr.  Ormsby.  The  two  latter  opi^ 
posed  the  bill  qs  unjust  and  unnece;?sary,  und  the  former 
defended  it. 

Ijord  De  Blaquiere  wa.s  alarmed  at  the  idea  otafohy  and 
of  the  description  he  conceived  this  bill.  The  noble  lord 
saw  no  necessity  for  granting  20,000/.  to  the  lord  lieutc- 
Jiant  for  paving  the  streets  ot  Dublin,  as  a  similar  sum 
had  been  granted  last  session,  not  one  shilH!!<r  of  which 
Jbad  been  vet  expended. .  Ou  the  contrary,  Lord  Harll- 
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wlckc  refused  t4  grant  any  part  of  that  sum  to  the  paving 
cor{)oration9  although  repeatedly  requested  audimplor^ 
i^do  so.  But,  instead  of  complying  wilh^  that  request, 
the  noble  lord  thought  proper  to  suspend^  and  charge 
with  malpractices,  that  respectable  board,  of  which  he 
(Lord  1).)  had  been  a  member  upwards  of  20  years. 

Mr.  John  LcUouche  justified  the  conduct  of  Lqrd  Hard- 
wickc,  who  very  properly -declineil  to  grant  any  part  of  tlie 
ptti^Uc  money  to  the  paving  board  while  it  stood  charged 
with  the  most  serioiis  malversation — with  haying  misappTiod 
the  funds  with  which  they  were  entrusted^  and  particular!  v 
while  their  alleged  misconduct  was  undergoing  an  invest!- 
gatioUi .  Upon  that  misconduct  he  would  not  then  mal^e 
any  remark,  but  wait  until  the  result  of  the  inquiry  re* 
sfK^ting  it  fihpuld  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

The  clauses  were  agreed  to,  the  House  resumed,  and  the 
ifepoi;^  was  order^  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

tHE    BUDGET. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  gave  hotice  that  he  would  on  Friday 
next,  bring  forward  the  ways  and  means  for  the  year,  and 
upon  that  occasion  make  the  statement  which  was  com« 
monJy  denominated  the  budget. 

..  Mr.  G^  Rose  took  occasion  to  ask  whether  it  was  intend- 
ed .to  bring  forward  the  array  estimates  for  tlie  year,  be- 
fore the  motion  of  which  the  noble  lord  had  given  notice, 
a$  no  instance  bad  occurred  since  the  Revolution,  of  the 
budget  having  been  submitted  to  Parliament  until  the 
amount  of  the  military  cxpence  of  the  country  was  pre- 
ekdy  stated? 

Aft^r  some  moments  of  silence,  Mr.  Vansittart  rose, 
and  remarked,  .that  in  point  of  parliamentary  regularity, 
ihc  only  thing  necessary  respecting  the  budget,  was,  thai 
ikf^  \fa^  and  means  should  be  commensurate  with  the 
supply. 

Lprd  Henry  Petty  said,  that  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
slioytd  think  proper  to  object  to  the -proposition  he  meant 
to  submit,  he  would  have  the  ppportunity  of  making  a  mo- 
tion upon  the  subject  when  that  proposition  should  be  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Rose.repeated,  that  it  would  be  without  example  to 

{propose  thebu}lget  before  Parliament,  and  the  country, 

were  accurately  informed  in  the  reguLir  and  usual  way,  of, 

lli€  probable- expcncQ  in  the  military  department.     Thij, 
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practice  he  thought  pmper  and  necc^ary  tafacfeUowed, 
and  if  the  noiAc  lord  should  in  this  iRsiiinoe  attempt  U> 
deviate  from  it,  ho  should  cjertainly  feel  it  his  duty  i» 
make  a  motion  on  the  subject. 

TREATING    ACT* 

Mr.  Tiemoy  moved  the  second  reading  ©f  the  treating 
act.     Upon  the  motion  being  put, 

Mr.  Fuiltr  expressed  his  surprize,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  should  submit  such  an  important  motion  with* 
out  saying  one  sentence  upon  the  subject.  To  say  much  in 
'  rt*  favour,  lie  thought  quite  beyond  the  poorer,  ot'  the  right 
hon.- gentleman  or  any  other  person.  Indeed^  it  did  Aot 
appear  to  his  mind  that  such  a  measure  coiild  at  all  be  susp 
tained,  for  its  tendency  would  be  to  disfranchitic  an  im- 
^hense  proporti(m  of  the  freeholders  rf  the  country.  In 
the  cixac  even  of  the  county  he  had  Ae  hott&ar*  to^  fe^ 
present  (Sussex),  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  poor  fiwy 
holder^  who  lived  above  eighty  miles  frora  the  place  <tf. 

£lling? — Why^  that  such  persons,  unable  to  defray  iit|& 
pence  of  the  journey,  would  forfeit  their  votes*  T-lie 
same  thing  Would,  no  doubt,  happen  in  maaiy,  if  not  aH 
other  counties.  It  was  Enough  that  poor  freelio[derss|i0VkM 
be  subject  to  the  loss  of  time  and  the  trouble  of  goingto^hc^ 
hustings,  witliout  being  called  upon  to  submit  to  flbe  exi- 
pence  of  carriage  from  distant  quarters.  This  expeace  was 
no  material  loss  to  the  candidates,  and  it  was  to  oe  recoU 
Iccled  that  the  poor  votets  were  only  treated  to  thiii  jauni 
once  in  seven  years.  It  would  be  cruel  tlien  to  daish  th^» 
trivial  cup  from  the  poor  man'^s  lips.  TJhe  House  should 
bear  in  mind  the  manner  in  which  our  sagacious  ene&ny 
acted  towards  his  peopl«,  particularly  towaras  his  soldiery, 
to»  every  one  of  whom  he  occasionally  ap^)oaled,  compM-> 
iiieizting  them  at  once  as  the  judge  of  nis  eonducty  Ike 
means  wf  his  success,  and  the  partaker  of  his  glory.  A 
simitar  policy  should  govern  this  country.  Every  £ng- 
tishman  bhoukl  be  taught  to  feel  a  common  interest  witli^ 
his  country  an<Tits  legislature,  and  the  best  mode  to  en* 
courage  that  feeling  was  by  making  every,  even  the  poorest 
freeholder,  an  arbiter  of  the  conduct  of  his  represckitatiw* 
but  the  object  of  this  bill  would  be  to  deprive  the  greater 
,part  of  the  poor  freeholders  of  this  important  right.  If 
such  a  bill  Avcre  to  pass,  theeflect  would  be  to  injure  fride«- 
peud^  ca:ididates — to  exclude  diatanl-  votet»--ftiid  to  hn:^^ 
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the  (aVb  of  an  election  (O^enerally  to  the  decision  of  the  mob 
of  the  toum  ^hete  it  might  take  place.  Thus,  the  man 
vbo  could  best  harangue  the  mob,  would  probably  be  tlie 
successful  candidate,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  independent 
men  who  were  most  worthy  to  be  members  of  Parliament— 
for  those  who  sbould  not  submit  to  great  trouble  would  have 
|K>  chance  of  succeeding.  Sir  Edward  Coke  observed,  that 
those  men  were  not.  fit  to  be  members  of  parliament  who  did 
Mi  care  whether  they  were  so  or  not ;  and  if  this  bill  were 
to  be  adopted  such  men  would,  in  all  likelihood,  be  utterly 
excluded  ;  for  being  prevented  from  paying  for  the  con- 
veyance of  voters,  ^ing  too  proud  to  canvas,  and  unwill- 
wig  to  court  the  mere  mob  at  the  hustings,  they  would 
have  but  little  chance  of  any  voters  al  all. 

Mr,  M&rris  forcibly  argued  against  the  measttre.  His 
objections,  he  said*,  were  so  radical,  that  no  alteration  ot^  ^ 
afinendment  could  reconcile  him  to  its  adaptidn,  and 
firerefore  he  felt  this  the.  proper  stage  to  make  his  stand 
against  it.  If  it  were  meant  as  a  declaratory  law,  to  ex-» 
lAain  the  act  of  Kin^  William,  he  would  resist  it  as  totally 
*rineccssary,  an4  if  meant  to  so  farther  than  that  ntty  h& 
woidd  resist  it  a«  hnproper  and  unjust.  The  giving  meat 
imd  drink  to  voters  w^s  already  prohibited  by  the  letter  of 
the  statute  of  WiDiam,  and  there,  in  his  judgment,  the 
law  ^eitt  far  cnotkgh.  If  it  proceeded  the  length  of  for- 
bidding the  conveyance  of  voters  at  the  expence  of  caudi^ 
dates,  fcc  should  sincerely  regret  it,  and  among  others,  for 
the  teasonfs  stated  by  the  last  s^ker.  But  it  was  urged^ 
Jii;  understood,  by  the  right  honourable  mover  of  this  bill^ 
whose  speedi  he  bad  not  the  good  fortune  to  hear,  that 
doubts  existed  with  respect  to  the  interpretatio»  of  the  la^ 
*j)on  the  subject  of  treating,  and  that  therefore  a  declarar 
toy  law  was  necessary.  Of  the  existence  of  such 'doubts^ 
lie  was  nbt  at  all  aware.  In  the  "Worcester  case,  alluded  to 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  argument  of  coutt- 
,  Wl  was  evidently  mistaken  for  the  decision  of  the  committee. 
,Thc  feet  was,  that  subsequent  to  that  decision,,  a  bill  was 
btought  in,  as  it  professed,  to  remove  doubts  as  io  the 
treating' act.  That  bill  found  its  way  into  the  House  o^ 
librds,  where  it  was  strongly  reprobated  by  Lord  Mansfieldy 
Vho  very  ^n-opei^Iy  observed,  that  the  multiplication  or 
%tatutes^,  instead  of  adding  to  the  strength  of  the  law,  served 
to  impafp  and  weaken  it.  Such  a  remark  was  always  entitled 
to  consideraititoj^bttt  particularly  where,  as  in  this  casif, 
%'   -  there 
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•  ihete  xms'no  gronnd  of  ncccfisily .  To  prove  the  BGcessitjr^ 
towever,  some  endeavours  had  beca  used,  by  referring  to 
cases  of  doubt,  ^mong  those  cases  Ipswick  and  J^nr 
staple  had  been  referred  to.  Now  the  fact  was,  that  ia  the 
Ibrincr  case,  the  subject  hud  not  beeo  at  all  goae  into,  tlie 
election  having  been  declared  void  on  Uthcr  gDoaiids  ;  aud 
as  to  Barnstaple,  the  only  appearance  oi'^  doubt  in  the  con- 
st ruction  of  the  law  was  by  the  petitioners^ who  stated^lbal 
if  their  opponent  had  advanced  money,  merely  for  thc.tra- 
velling  (*xpences  of  voters,  they  should  not  press  the  coiqi* 
mittee  to  come  to  any  d^ision  upon  that  poinU  Such  a 
•fttatement,  however,  could  avail  nothing  in  arj^uinff  the 
question  before  the  House.  These  petitioners  might  have 
declined'  to  enter  into  discussion,  as  to  travelling  charges^ 
having  probably  defrayed  the  same  charges  on  their  owa 
side.  But  their  motive  was  of  little  consequence*  Tlie 
ijuestion  was,  whethor  their  misconstruction  of  the. lav 
ihould  be  taken  as  a  proof  that  any  doubts  tsxist^iis  tathfs 
faiv  interpretation  ot  that  law  ;  whetJier  the  mistakes  ^£  a 
few  men  as  to  the  mcajiing^  of  a  law,  should  bo  adimttx]fa  M 
cvidqncc  that  the  law  was  doubtful,  and  that  ajdeclamtocjT 
act  was  necessary,  as  was  pretended  ia  tfic  case  before  Oi 
House  i  Whereas,  in  reality  no  doubt  existed  upon,  tl^is 
subject.  The  last  decision  upon  the  Herefiirdshire  ca«e  was 
quito  conclusive  asito  treating.  The  committee  there  If  ad 
before  them  the  proof  of  travelling  charges  having  bam 
^aidby  the  candidate ;  but  their  determination  wasgrouB»r 
ed  distinctly  upon  this,  that  tickets  had  been  given  to  the 
Voters  ibr  meat.and  drink,  and  this  it  was  Avhich  they  pro^ 
nounced  to  be  within  the  meaning  of  the  treating  act.  .  OF 
course,  upon  that  ground  tlie  candidate  %vas  disqualified. 
So  far  as  to  the  decisions  of  commit/oes  with  regard  to  this 
law.  Now,  as  to  the  proceedings  in  the  courts  respectinjg 
Jit,  there  were  but  a  few  cases.  From  the  actions,  how* 
ever,  which  were  brought  by  inn-keepers  against  candi- 
dates, for  tHccxpences  incurred  at  elections,  contrary  to 
the  treating  act,  it  appeared  that  such  actions  could  not  be 
tsaintaiued.  In  the  action  brought  against  two  members  of 
that  House,  Messrs,  Francis  and  Moore^  Lord  ICenyon  did 
pot,  to  be  sure,  direct  a  nonsuit,  because,  very  jpropcilf 
as  a.  judge  of  Nisi  Prius^  perceiving  a  loot,  of  equity^in 
the  claim,  he  referred  it ;  at  tiie  siune  time  proiXouncuig^an 
agreement  which  Appeared  to  have  been  entered  iuto  by  one 
9(  the  candidates  to  indemaify  thoother  fox  lu» election  ef« 
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-pcnces,  io  ha  totally  illegal,  **  becnnsc  it  pSodgod  a  mail 
'*©  pay  those  oxpences  vhich  it  was  contmry  to  law  t9 
incur. '^  There  were  otber  cases  on- (he  books  which  scrFed 
to  shew  that  no  doubts  prevailed  in  the  courts  beloit,  upon 
jfehe  interpretation  of  the  treiUiflff  act-  The  point  was,  in^ 
tJeed,  conclusively  dctcnnincd,  by  the  decision  in  tlm 
court  of  common  pleas,  in  tlie  case  of  Ribbons  r.  Crickett. 
Upon  the  whole  then,  it  was  obvious  to  his  judgmiiit,  tliai 
us  no  doubt  existed  as  to  the  construction  of  the  treating  act^ 
no  declaratory  law  was  necessary ;  and  that  a  new  I^w, 
jsnch  as  that  before  the  Hpuse,  would  be  highly  improper^ 
it  reqnircd  very  little  a>nsideration  to  prove.  It  was  ii&f 
possible  to  say  what  mischiefs  would  result  from  the  ndo|>» 
lion  of  such  a  bill.  A  Vast  number  of  freeholders  would  be 
disfranchised,  not  for  any  improper  act, but  merely  in  cou«? 
-sequence  of  tlicir  inability  io  defray  the  expcnoe  of  tlu4r 
conveyance  to  the  hustings.  The  right  honoural^le  mover 
ifi^a?  reported  to  have  said  that  the  removed  of  a  voter  frofti 
4he  phicp  where  his  right  of  voting  lay  was  a  matter  of  O]^ 
iidn,  but  that  was  not  the  ease.  I'or  tlie  tradesman  and  <1jc 
manufacturer  must  ffowherehis  industry  may  IncctemploJ- 
-ylilent)  lie  must  shift  his  residence  to  follow  the  market. 
•Irtraany,  if  not  most  instances,  the  change  of  nesidenceoti 
-he  part  of  voters  is  not  a  matter  of  choice  htit  of  necessity, 
<trfiteotimes  phinfttl  necessit}*,  and  j-et  this  bill  would  ag-i 
tgravate  such  iwin.  In  counties  the  riu:ht  honoumblt»  gen^^ 
tlemau  proposed  the  taking  of  the  poll  at  ditrcrent  ptnce^ 
in  order  to  obviate  one  of  the  most  glaring  objections  to  ht» 
4riil,  but  such  a  nmUiplieatton  of  polling  places  Avtmld  be 
'pt'ocluctive  of  confusion  and  increased  expcnce  even  io  th« 
candidafef.     Furthermore,  he  would  object  to  such  a  pttjH 

1)o$ition,  because  he  liked  the  publicity  in  which  a  tVee- 
lolder  now  gave  his  ^otc^  in  the  face  of  tlw  coujity  anl  of 
the  caijdidate.  With  regard  tothclndependenco  of  fort^'- 
«hiUings  treeholders,  his.  opinion  was,  that  from  the  gene- 
ral ditlusion  of  Indilstry  and  its  productive  catpaciiy,  frr*^^ 
•holders  of  that  class  possessed  as  much  in(lnx'ndeHv\-  of 
mind  as  any  other  dc*scription  of  persons.  'Io  deprive  a 
gw*at  bfxly  of  such  men,  as  this  bill  woidd  tend  to,  of  the  , 
exercise  oi" 'their  elective  francliise,  woyhl  serve  to  protbici: 
a  disposition  of  listlessness  and  !ang\u)r  among' the  peoplr, 
than  which  nothing  was  more  to  be  drc^H'ior! ;  for  iiothij^j 
'Would  Ix*  better  c:dculated  to  I'uciiilate  tKofiubjugi^tion  of  the 
pun  try  ^nd  to  lead  to  dei^potiam.  The  i'reneh  ftcareely 
i  '     ^  yaluc4 
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valued  such  a  thhi^  as  the  deoCive  franchise ;  but  any  maa 
nv'ho  bad  ever  seen  an  election  in  this  country  must  be  sea* 
(Bible  ho'w  different  thefeeliug  which  prevailed  among  Eng- 
lishmen,  how  eagerly  they  crowded  to  the  hustings,  and 
Jhow  little  they  were  in  a  state  to  be  reconciled  to  the  relin* 
,quishnient  of  a  right  they  so  highly  prized.  He  was  glad 
to  think  on  the  estimation  in  which  the  people  held  thisinir 
portant  privilege,  and  was  always  bapi'y  to  perceive  the 
enthusiasm  which  prevailed  at  popular  elections.  Sino^ 
^uch  scenes  had  been  freed  trom  the  tumult  and  intoxication 
which  formerly  disgraced  them,  tlie  enthusiasm  displayed 
must  be  observed  with  pleasure  by  every  man  who  loved 
.popuhir  liberty,  who  felt  as  an  Englishman.  The  learned 
gentleman  concluded  with  statijng  that  he  could  not  con- 
ceive the  least  mischief  likely  to  arise  to  the  freedom  of 
election  merely  from  the  candidates  pny  lug  the  expence  in* 
eurred  by  the  carriage  of  poor  voters  to  the  hustings, 
while  very  great  evils  were  to  be  apprehended,  if,  by  d\i^ 
.qualifying  candidates  for  merely  defraying  such  expences, 
a  vast  number  of  voters  should  be  precluded  from  the  e2> 
ercise  of  their  franchise. 

Mr.  Francis  corrected  the  statement  of  the  ledrned  gen- 
tleman  with  regard  to  the  case  in  which  Jiis  name  was 
introduced.  He  assured  the  learned  gentleman  that  his  infor-* 
mation  was  unfounded,  and  no  such  agreement  as  that  al« 
Juded  to  had  ever  taken  place  between  himself  and  hia 
honourable  friend  Mr.  Moore.  In  that  case,  indeed,  Lord 
Kenyon  did  the  utmost  in  his  power  against  the  defendants, 
who  had  to  pay  full  costs,  &c.  No  objection  was  taken  to 
the  plaintiff  s  demand,  on  any  other  ground,  than  to  its 
quantity.  For  whatever  the  law  might  be  on  the  subject, 
lie  shox^d  in  Joro  conscientUB  feel  himself  bound  to  discharge 
<be  claim  if  it  were  not  enormous  in  its  amount,  as  tlie  re-^ 
jult  proved  when  the  plaintiff  was  finally  settled  with. 
'  ."With  regard  to  the  bill  before  the  House,  he  wondered  that 
fucb  an  ideei  as  the  disfranchfsement  of  any  body  of  the 
freeholders  could  enter  into  the  mind  of  the  right  honour- 
able mover  of  this  bill.  He  rather  thought  his  right  ho* 
liourable  friend  did  not  at  all  meditate  su^h  a  thing, 
although  such  would  be  the  particular  result  of  his  propo- 
sition. In  conjunction  with  his  right  honourable  friend  he 
remembered  to  have  fought  many  battles  in  the  cause  of  par- 
liamentary reform,  and  .he  recollected  HxslI  one  of  the 
strongest  admonitions  of  the  society  (tb^;  t'Tiei^ds  of  the 
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JPcoj^lo)  with  which  they  acted  was — "  not  to  forget  thoir 
priiioiplesiii  prosperity,"  rtiough  to  be  sure  if  he  (Mr.  F.) 
V^ere  to  forget  his  principles,  they  were  not  likely  to  be 
ifriven  into  oblivion  by  prosperity.  But  to  return  to  the 
assooisUioa  lie  alluded  to,  its  ^eat. object  notoriously  was 
lojextend  thi^  right  of  voting  to  every  species  of  property, 
but  farther  than  that  not  to  go.  There  were  many,  no 
doubt,  who  would  go  farther,  but  he  was  not  one.  He  was, 
perhaps,  considered  too  moderate,  for  he  was  always  ad- 
verse to  universal  suffrage,  because  the  idea  of  such  a 
chaa^  struck  him  tobeextremelv  absurd,  and  the  danger 
enormous*  To  be  sure  this  idea  had  now  grown  out  of  fa- 
shion. But  even  when  it  was  in  some  degree  popular,  his 
opiniqn  unifermly  was,  that  power  must  attach  to  property, 
and  thefofore  that  nothiog  could  be  gained  by  the  change 
proposed.  For  if  power  were  transtcrred  from  the  men  of 
projierty  to  the  populace,  the  property  would  soon  follow' 
ihc,  power.  He  could  never,  indeed,  reconcile  to  his.  mind 
thatMPy  men  who  walked  the  street,  that  chimney-sweepers 
an4  cpochnifin. should  have  a  right  to  vote.  In  fact,  that  va- 
luable right  was  never  carried  to  such  an  extreme  in  any  na- 
tu^#;E\;on  in  the  Roman.republic  there  were  two  classes  of 
iBf u  who  wereexcluded  from  all  civil  privileges,  excepting 
only , the  pTotct^iion  of  the  law ;  the  one  were  the  capita  censi^ 
who  wore  merely  reckoned  upon  for  servile  woiic^  and  the 
other  proUtiuiiy  who  were  deemed  fit  only  to  get  children* 
iixoUsion  from  the  privileges  of  the  people  had  always  ex«- 
istod  in  all  weU^r^ulated  cooimunities,  and  they  were  ex- 
tremely proper  for  the  security  both  of  freedom  and  property. 
Re  verting,  from  the  measure  now  under  discussion,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  expressed  his  surprise  that  his  right 
honourable  friend  should  bring  forward  a  proposition  so 
contradictory  to  the  principle  to  which  he  had  alluded,  re- 
specting the  extension  of  the  right  of  voting  to  every 
species  of  property.  If  it  were  the  object  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable genth^man  to  deprive  the  forty-shillings  freeholders 
of  their  right  of  voting,  and  to  confine  that  right  to  all 
freeholders  above  thirty  pounds,  he  should  at  once  avow  it, 
and  in  which  he  would  havea  great  contradiction  to  recon* 
cile  ;  this  bill  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  give  some  ground 
for  suspicion  ;  and  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did 
not  really  entertain  the  intention  alluded  to,  he  bhould  not 
leave  himself  open  to  misconstruction. 

Mr.  Morris  explained* 
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^fr.  Tierney  dlsclninied  the  sligblcst  intention  of  pro^ 
posing  (o  disfirancbise  freeholders  under  thirty  poutids.  Oii 
the  contrary,  if  a  proi^osition  of  that  nature  were  brought 
forward  he  tr^uld  be  among  the  first,  io  oppose  it. 

J/r.  fV.  Dundas  said,  that  be  should  find  himself  undef 
the  necessity  of  opposing  the  present  biH,  as  its  operdtioa 
Urould  be  found  very  inconvenient  in  Scotland. 
►  Mr.  Johnstone,  could  not  see  that  any  great  benefit  wai 
likely  to  arise  from  the  alteration  that  this  bill  proposed. 
As  to  the  practical  part  of  the  constitution,  he  thought  it 
would  be  hard  lo  point  out  any  comld^rable  improvement. 
He  might  quote  the  words  of^Lfr.  Paley,  who  would  be  al- 
lowed to  be  a  good  authority  on  the  subject.  He  might, 
like  him,  ask,  Wlio  is  this  House  composed  rf?  It  is  of 
men  who  come  from  every  class  of  society,  which  pro* 
cluccs  considerable  talent  and  irtforttiation.  In  that  Hous0 
there  were  not  only  representatives  of  the  landed  ifiteresTs, 
but  of  the  commercial  interests  also  ;  there  were  men,  whA 
were  the  most  distinguished  in  every  fibcral  protessioii  and 
honourable  situation.  He  could  not  see  what  sort  of  men 
we^re  fitter  lo  sit  in  that  Hpuse,  thin  those  who  actually 
had  scats  under  the  present  mode  of  representation.  As  he 
theretbredid  not  perceive  any  practical  good  that  was  to  re* 
suit  from  changing  either  the  mode  erf  representation,  or 
the  description  of  persons  who  were  to  be  representatives, 
he -should  oppose  the  bill. 

Mr.  Leigh  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  theprinciiJe 
of  the  bill,  which  would  go  to  the  virtual  disfranchisement 
of  a  consitlerable  number  of  electors,  and  'particularly  of 
those  who  had  gained  I  he  right  of  franchise  in  borough 
towns.  He  should  suppose  the  case  of  an  election  for  Co- 
ventry. In  that  borough,  the  elective  franchise  was  only 
gained  by  an  apprenticeship  for  seVen  years,  and  after  ii 
had  been  so  gained,  the  person  entitled  to  it  often  went  to 
other  place's  for  the  convenience  of  following  his  trade.* 
They  could  not  afford  to  go  to  the  election  at  their  own  cx- 
p^nce,  ami  would  therefore  be  disfranchised.  No  man  re- 
spected more  t}i:m  he  did  the  landed  intetest,  but  there 
were  other  interests  in  the  country  which  Were  equally  enti- 
tled to  be  represented.  The  commercial  men  had  taken  as 
great  a  part  in  the  discussions  of  that  House,  and  had 
brought  as  much  information  with  them  Ujwn  those  sub- 
jects, as  the  representatives  of  the  landed  interest-  To  ex* 
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dmine  this  bill  upon  principle,  he  shpuld  dsk  was  a  man  to 
be  disfranchised  on  account  of  his  poverty  ?  It  would  be 
going  too  far  to  say^  that  wealth  was  always  a  criterion  of 
independence :  it  was  often  found,  oh  t'he  contrary,  that 
Tcry  wealthy  men  were  induced,  as  well  as  poorer  men,  by 
some  selfish  considcrafion  to  act  contrary  lo  their  duty. 
He  therefore  opposeil  the  bill. 

Sir  R.  Bw.rto/?.  entreated  the  Flouse  not  lightly  to  reject 
a  measure  which  he  tliought  perfectly  congenial  with  the 
spirit  of  the  British  constitution.  According  to  the  prin« 
ciples  of  that  constitution,  a  man  should  comie*  into  that 
House  free  and  independent,  and  the  constituent  who  sent 
him  there  should  be  free  and  independent  als>o.  Now  the 
former  could  not  be  so  if  he  were  to  pay  an  enormous  sura 
of  money  for  his  election,  nor  could  the  latter  be  so  if  he. 
were  to  receive  money  for  his  vote ;  ai|d  disguise  it  as  gen*^ 
tlemen  please,  the  expence  of  carriage  was  a  species  of  pay- 
ment to  the  voter.  There  was  a  time,  when  instead  of  mem- 
b»8  paying  for  their  election,  they  were  paid  for  their  at* 
tendance  ;  and  he  %Vould  be  glad  to  seethe  same  practice 
again  (a  laugh).  The  honourable bart.  repeated  his  wish. 
Members  would  be  likely 'to  enter  that  House  not  with  a 
view  to  derive  any  emoluments  from  the  state,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  the  couritrv; 

Mr.  G.  Rose  saicf  that  he  never  undei^tood  it  to  be  the 
fixed  ^neraV  opinion  of  the  lawyers,  that  defraying  the 
travelling  charges  of  voters  was  not  a  violation  of  the 
treating  act.  All  doubts  upon  this  subject  would  be  re- 
inoved  by  the  measure  under  discussion.  He  trusted  that 
the  House  would  pause  before  they  rejected  such  a  propo-^ 
sition,^  and  begged  them  to  consider  that  if  the  expence 
6f  carriages  were  allowed,  it  was  nonsense  to  suppose  that 
refreshment  and  treating  by  the  way  would  not  A>llow;  also, 
whetlier  a  compensation  for  loss  of  time,  which  would 
lead  to  complete  bribery,  might  not  be  the  next  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Courtennu  remarked  upon  the  purity  of  the  prin- 
ciple and  the  refinement  of  notion,  which  the  House  had 
witnessed  in  the  speech  of  the  honourable  baronet  over  the 
way,  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just 
followed  him.  Koally  those  two  gentlemen  were  not  only 
so  pure  themselves,  but  they  s^m»i  to  think  they  were  ad- 
dressing themselves  to  an  angelic  audience.     No  doubt  the 
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honourable  baronet  came  into  Ibot  House  ><1th  the  purest 
and  most  disinterested  views,  and  had  nothing  in  view  but 
the  good  of  his  country,  and  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
inan  who  followed  him  was  inspired  with  equal  purit  j,  amt 
equally  discarded  every  consideration  but  that  of  patriot- 
ism«  That  right  honourable  gentleman  had  stated,  that  it 
was  nonsense  to  suppose  that  a  voter  would  go  from  one 
place  to  another  to  give  bis  vote  without  receiving  some- 
thing more  than  the  law  would  allow.  No  doubt  the  right, 
honourable  gentleman  spoke  from  his  experience.  lie  was,, 
it  might  be  presumed,  tolerably  counxjlout  to  judge  upon 
such  a  subject,  and  so,  perhaps,  were  others  also.  If  in 
reality,  every  candidate  were  disqualified  who  paid  the 
travelling  expence  of  poor  voters  to  the  hustings,  nay, 
something  more,  the  right  honourable  gentlemau  would  ad- 
mit, that  the  benches  on  bolh  sides  would  be  rather  thinned. 
For  himself,  he  would  say,  that  he  did  not  like  this  extreme 
solicitude  to  exclude  the  poor  from  the  gratification  usually 
enjoyed  at  popular  elections.  They  seldom  had  such  op- 
portunities,  jand  when  they  offered  they  ought  not  to  be 
shut  out  from  them,  merely  on  the  pretence  of  seeking  for 
purity.  He  could  not  approve  of  the  use  of  a  filtring- 
stor^e  to  clear  away  all  the  mud  of  poverty,  vulgar  mirth/ 
&c.  from  popular  elections,  and  let  nothing  but  the  pure. 
water  of  affluence,  good  order,  &c.  trickle  down  to  invi- 
gorate the  members  of  that  House.  The  right  hoii  mo  vet 
bad  said,  that  he  would  not  introduce  a  bill  to  a  'squa- 
lify  freeholders  under  thirty  pounds.  But  it  would  no  '  per- 
haps be  amiss  to  call  to  mind,  that  the  bill  of  Henry  V  Uh. 
confining  the  right  of  voting  to  freeholders  of  forty-shillin  \Sy 
was  itself  a  bill  of  disqualification  ;  and  it  was  one  advan- 
tage resulting. from  the  depreciation  of  money,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  that  disqualification  law  had  in  a  great  measure  been 
defeated.  But  to  return  to  the  bill  before  the  House,  which 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  resist,  notwithstanding  the  high  de- 
gree of  regard  which  he  entertained  for  his  right  honoura- 
ble friend  with  whom  it  originated :  he  should  get  rid  of  it 
with  a  couplet  of  Dryden's,  which  wasapi)lipd  in  the  days, 
of  Charles  the  II.  to  a  measure  similarly  calculated  to  in- 
terfere with  the  popular  enjoyments  at  elections. 

"  Where  every  man  enjoys 

His  lilxnty,  his  property  and  noise." 
Adnnral  Har-ccj/   disapproved  of  the  bill,  because  it 
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Mould  have  the  cfFecl  of  dLsfraiichisuig  by  much  the  greater, 
portion  of  the  electors  of  this  country,  namely,  all  thosc 
who  resideil  at  a  distance  from  the  place  of  election*  This 
bill,  if  piissed  in  its  present  state,  would  liave  the  ellect, 
in  a  greiit  county,  of  making  it  the  election,  not  of  the 
county  at  large,  but  of  the  county  town,  and  ifistead  of 
operating  in  tavour  of  gentlemen  of  small  fortune  getting 
into  that  House,  as  the  right  honourable  mover  alleged, 
would  completely  defeat  that  end,  if  they  resided  i^i  any 
remote  part  of  the  county,  by  depriving  them  of  the  j)0wcr 
of  bringing  forward  their  friends. 

Mr.  Fox  rose  to  assure  lijs  right  honourable  friend  .who 
brought  in  the  bill,  that  his  voting  for  the  bill's  going  into 
a  committee,  by  no  means  proceeded  from  his  objections 
to  the  bill  being  done  away,  but  from  his  desire  to  see  if  it 
might  not  be  there  rendered  more  palatable,  if  not  en- 
tirely agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  gentlemen  on  all  sidc*s.  It 
was  noi  for  him  to  say,  whether  it  might  be  possible  to 
do  away  the  objections  wliich  had  been  alluded  to  by  the 
honourable  member  who  spoke  last,  and  by  another  ho- 
nourable member  behi>'  him  (Mr.  Morris).  If  these 
fJiouId  not  be  removed,  he  could  not  ultimately  vote  for 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Buller  thought  wl»en  they  had  the  high  authorities 
of  the  lords  chief  justices  of  the  King's  Bench  and  Com- 
mon Pleas  acting  counter  to  each  other,  it  was  but  proper 
that  all  doubts  on  the  subject  should  be  removed. 

Mr,  Lei/cesler  begged  to  put  the  House  right  as  to  the 
supposed  contrariety  of  opinion  between  the  judgments  of 
the  two  courts.  The  decision  in  the  Common  Pleas  was 
the  only  one  which  could  be  calculated  on,  as  that  in  the 
King's  Bench,  which  was  not  a  solemn  judgment,  but 
merely  a  verdict  at  nisi  jmus,  did  not  at  all  proceed  on  the 
act  of  King  William,  but  was  founded  on  the  statute  of 
George  If.  imposing  penalties,  where  the  judge  neces- 
sarily left  it  to  the  jury  to  find  quo  ammo  the  301.  wa:» 
given. 

The  AUorney  General  hoped  to  be  forgiven  while  he  in 
as  tew  words  as  possible  stated  tluj  situation  in  which  the 
law  of  the  case  at  present  stood.  The  only  instance  in 
which  a  solemn  decision  on  the  point  had  taken  place  was 
that  before  alluded  to,  in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  in 
which  the  law  was  laid  down  as  stated  by  his  right  ho- 
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nourable  friend  who  introduced  the  bill ;  as  to  what  had 
passecl  at  nisi  prim^  be  did  not  pretend  to  know.  As  to 
the  state  of  Ihe  practices  before  the  committees  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that,  he  confessed,  had  been  in  ge- 
neral contrary  to  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Coranioii 
Pleas.  He  had  had  considerable  practice  in  matters  of 
that  kind,  snd  he  had  seen  several  committees  find  that  the 
providing  of  carriages  to  electors  who  resided  at  a  distance, 
or  supplying  them  with  the  means  of  providing  such  car- 
riagesy  were  not  violations, of  the  act  of  King  William. 
Other  committees  he  had  seen  find,  that  supporting  such 
dectors  while  absent  from  home,  and  enabling  them 
again  io  return  to  the  place  from  wbrnce  they  came, 
were  also  not  to  be  esteemed  as  falling  under  the  act.  For 
twenty  years,  he  was  certain,  that  had  been  the  general 
plan  pursued  by  committees.  That  was  to  say,  elections 
were  not  declared  void  on  account  of  such  practices.  But 
Hic  difficulty  had  always  been,  what  was  properly  to  bo 
ascribed,  to  tliose  motives,  and  if  under  pretence  of  such 
allowance,  any  corruption  had  been  exercised.  Where  no 
such  excess  was  found,  the  facts  rrt ready  stated,  were  not 
esteemed  groimds  on  whicli  the  elections  should  be.deciared 
voicL  Tjiis  was  an  extremely  shigularstateof  the  law  between 
our  courts  of  justice  (ind  our  parliamentary  judicature.  In 
the  courts  of  law,  an  action  for  these  expcnccs  could  not 
be  entertained ;  in  our  parliamentary  judicature,  they  were 
hejd  to  be  perfectly  legal.  He  had  indeed  seert  commit- 
tees who  tliought  otherwise,  and  who  had  esteemed  such 
furnishings  to  come  within  the  statute  of  Williain.  But 
what  must  be  the  case  of  the  candidate  in  such  an  uncer- 
tain state  of  matters  ?  Or  what  could  a  person  to  whom  he 
applied  for  advice  say  io  him  ?  He  might  tell  him — I 
cannot  advise  you,  the  general  turn  of  the  opinion  'of  the 
committees  is  so  and  so — that,  by  the  act  of  King  Wil- 
liam, it  was,  at  least,  extremely  questionable  how  far  he 
was  entitled  to  grant  any  of  those  furnishings  ;  but  siill  he 
coul()  give  him  no  precise  advice  by  which  he  might  not 
be  injured  either  in  a  court  of  law  or  by  a  parliamentary 
judicature.  Miserable,  in  such  a  state  as  this,  must  the 
case  of  tlife  candidate  l)e.  For  these  reasons  he  wished  the 
bill  midit  l)e  allowed  to  go  through  a  committee,  where 
it  wouUl  be  in  the  power  of  the  house  to  determine  the 
ifcueral  rule,  or  adiutrasnremcnt  by  which  jconveyauccsfiif 

elect  ory 
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electors  was  to  be  reafulated.  He  coold  not  a|>provc  of  (he 
bill  as  it  now'  stoo^.  If  it  were  to  be  laid  down,  that  a 
candidate  by  conveyhig  an  elector  on  a  coach«box  from 
(he  place  of  his  resiclence  to  the  scene  of  the  election. for* 
jeit  his  setit^  he  should  esteem  it,  not  the  disfranchisement 
of  th^  electors  but  of  the  candidate's. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  he  should  find  it  difficult  to  reply  io 
all  the  objections  that  had  been  made,  as  they  were  so 
opposite  to  each  other.  One  gentleman  foiuid  fault  with' 
it,  as  considering  it  a  sort  of  parliamentary  reform.  Ano- 
ther objected  to  it,  because  it  was  not  a  parliamentary  re- 
#c»rm,  and  thought  that  he  (Mr.  Tiemey)  had  deserted 
that  principle,  which  he  so  often  professed  that  he  adhered 
to.  lx\  the  first  plac^,  he  would  say,  this  measure  was  not 
connected  with  what  is  generally  called  a  parliamentary 
reform.  But  a*  the  same  time,  no  person  ought  to  con- 
Mvx  his  introducing  it,  any  dereliction  of  the  principles 
and  opinions  he  had  formerly  professed.  A  wise  and  pru- 
dcAt  lover  of  reform  would  get  what  he  could,  towards  hi« 
object,  when  circumstances  prevented  him  from  gcttinir 
what  ho  wished.  He  waj^  a  little  astonished  at  what  hacl 
fallen  from  another  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.Conrfenay)^ 
wfco  had  been  a*  long  time  a  warm  advocate  for  parliamen-f 
t^fy  rcR^rm,  and  who  still  considered  the  noise  and  tumult 
attending  popular  elections,  as  a  genuine  symptom  of  the 
spirit  of  British  liberty  <  Fie  couhl  assure  that  honourable 
gentleman,  that  if  he  had  evor  been  at  the  Borough  elec- 
tion, about  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  day,  when  the  poll 
was  cast  up,  he  would  have  witnessed  as  much  of  those  in- 
dications of  the  spirit  of  British  liberty,  and  heard  as 
much  noise,  shouting,  and  tumult,  as  his  heart  could 
wish  (a  laugh.)  He  could  not  conceive,  how  it  could  be 
said  to  be  disfranchising  any  body,  to  declare  "  that  no 
man  should  be  permitt^  to  exercise  his  elective  franchise 
at  the  expence  of  the  candidate."  Wouhl  any  gentleman 
confend,  that  the  franchise  included  a  right  of  being  car- 
ried, fn^e  of  expencc,  to  and  from  the  place  of  election? 
As  nobody  could  argue  that  such  a  right  existed  in  the 
electors,  there  would  be  no  right  taken  away  by  the  present 
bill.  But  while  the  practice  was  allowed,  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  gentlemen  of  moderate  fortune,  whatever  might  bo 
their  talents,  or  the  esteem  in  which  they  were  held,  to 
stand  before  men  of  much  superior  health.  They  could 
■'  '^       '  not 
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not  afford  to  brin^  the  freeholders  in  their  interest  from  the 
distance  of  (ilty  or  sixty  miles  to  the  county  town.  It  was 
not  so  much  his  object  to  protect  cancHdates  fromcxpence^ 
as  to  protect  parliament,  and  to  throw  its  doors  open  to 
that  description  of  men,  whose  introduction  he  consiilered 
as  a  most  desirable  thing :  he  did  not  wish  that  wealth 
should  be  deprived  of  its  proper  influence,  but  he  must 
<>l)ject  to  its  bein^^  the  only  qualifituition ;  he  always  wished 
to  see  men  of  large  fortunes  in  that  House,  but  he  always 
Avishcti  to  sec  members  of  another  description.  As  long  as 
the  candidate  was  expected  to  pay  the  expences  of  bring* 
ing  the  freeholders  to  tlic  place  ot  election,  so  long  great 
wealth  must  carry  evorj'  thing  b<»fore  it ;  ^k  no  man  of 
moderate  fortune,  whatever  might  be  his  talents^  or  the 
esteem  in  which  he  ifas  held,  could  ever  venture  to  irxur 
the  rxpcnce  of  being  a  candidate  for  a  county.  He  could 
see  no  bettor  reason  for  a  candidate  being  expected  to  be  at 
i\v*  cxi)ence  of  conveying  to  a  borough  town  all  the  free-? 
men  he  could  find  to  vote  for  him.  If  those  men  left  tlie 
ttnvn  where  they  had  obtainal  tJicir  franchise,  it  Avas  foi 
their  own  emolument  they  left  it ;  and  if  they  should  conJke 
lip  to  London,  in  order  to  get  more  money  than  they  would 
have  done  in  that  town,  the  improvement  of  their  circunv* 
stances  could  give  tliem  no  right  to  put  any  body  to  odi 
ditional  cxpence,  for  tlie  exercise  of  their  franchise.  If 
g(Mttlcmen  cojisider,  that  this  bill  would  virtually  disfran- 
chise any  boil}*,  they  should  always  rtcoUoct,  that  it  is  in 
the  |>uwor  of  the  caadiilates  themselves  to  do  by  an  agree- 
ment, what  the  present  bill  proposes  to  do  by  a  law.  He 
chvhued,  his  only  object  in  bringing  it  in  was,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  dreadful  cxpence  to  which  C4indidatcs  are  now 
expojul ;  and.  by  that  means,  to  encourage  men  to  staiid 
SIS  caudidatcs,  whose  talents  would  be  an  acquisition  to 
that  Mouse,  but  who  are,  at  present,  unable  to  stand  before 
the  Icui^th  of  ]>urse  which  ma}'  be  opposed  to  them. 

Jjord  Porc/iestrr  objected  so  much  totlic  principle  ofthe 
bill;  that  he  could  hot  vote  for  its  going  intp  a  committee. 
He  thought  nothing  should  go  into  a  committee  but  such 
hills  .as  were  approved  in  their  principle.  His  objections 
were  priiicipiiUy  to  the  disfranchisement  of  such  a  consi* 
dora!>:e  ninai)er  of  electors. 

'lh(»  (iue>(io:i  was  then  U)U(lly  called  for,  and  the  House 
dlvidcJ^  wbcu  the  numbers  appeared, 

Ayes, 
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Ayes,  far  the  second  readings    *    ,  73 
Noes       i       i        i        -         i    17 

Majority  for  the  bill    ^       ^    56; 

The  bill  WMthen  r^  tlie  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Wednesday  next. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  moved  for  the  return  of  i^nts  already 
inade  on  the  4>ribltcd  estates  in  Scotland;  ako  for  all  ac^ 
founts  of  the  balances  in  hand  on  the  produce  of  those 
(s$tates3  ^ifh  the  names  of  tlie  persons  in  irhdse  hands 
Ihey  temaiii.    Ordered; 

Mr&  Huddl(!st()ii  rose  to  move  fdr  some  India  papers ; 

^E>ut-^ 

Mr.  Spcdkeir  Mi  it  his  duty^  as  the  honourable  member  * 
Kad  given  no  notice  of  his  motion,  to  state  to  the  honour- 
hblc  gentleman  wliat  he  ctfnceived^  after  what  bild  recently 
passra  on  this  subject,  the  practice  agreed  on  by  the  Hous6 
to  be ;  iirst^  he  understooa  it  to  be  settled,  that  any  mem« 
t3er  was  entitled  to  move  for  any  of  the  returns  or  public^ 
accounts  usually  returned  to  Parliament  every  session, 
without  giving  any  noti<ie ;  secondly,  that  any  of  his  Ma* 
jesty^s.servants  in  that  House,  had  a  right  to  move  for  any 
]!eturn  they  chose,  at  the  same  time  stating  it  to  be  tot 
the  use  and  information  of  that  House,  trithonf  any  pre^* 
Vious  notice ;  thirdly,  any  gentleman  might  move  ror  any 
dfficlal  document,  without  notice,  if  he  at  the  same  time 
stated,  that  he  had  communicated  his  intention  to  s6me 
one  or  more  of  the  persons  in  whose  departments  such 
document  was  deposited,  and  that  there  was  ho  likelihood 
of  objection  io  such  motion.  But  in  all  other  cases  he  un«> 
derstood  it  to  be  the  practice,  as  now  settled,  that  no  mo* 
tion  for  anv  such  document  could  be  entertained  by  the 
House,  without  previous  notice.  This,  until  he  should 
be  further  instructed  by  the  sense  of  the  House,  he  held  to 
be  thepmetice  agreed  on  :  and,  until  the  House  should  be 

Ekasea  to  give  directions  to  the  contrary,  he  should  fed 
imself  by  duty  precluded  from  putting  the  question  oa 
any  such  motion,  of  which  no  previous  notice  shall  have 
been  given. 

Mr.  HnddlMon  said,  he  conceived  there  would  have 

been  no  objection  io  the  motion  he  intended  to  have  made, 

'  but  not  seeing  any  India  director  now  in  his  place,  he 

should  postpone  his  motion  till  Tuesday.    The  papers  for 

Which  he  meant  to  movc^  related  to  Oude* 

VoLi  L  180£*6.  3  M  Mr« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tSO  THE  PARLIAMENTARY   EEGMTER/        fli^RMy 

Mr.  Close,  from  the  cominisi»ioneFs  of  military  eiiqui- 
ry,  prcsctiteil  tbeir  first  report,  which,  upon  the  motioa 
of  Air.  Wiiberforce,  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  Adjourned^ 


HOUSEOFLORDS. 

SATURDAY,   MARCH  22. 

.  Tie  royal  assent  i^s  gi^cn  by  commission  to  Zjord  Col- 
ttngwood's  aonuify  bill,  the  Iri&h  duties  biH,  the  finglibh 
and  Irish  sugar  drawback  bills,  the  mutiuy  bill,  the  royal 
inarine  mutiny  bill,  the  annual  indemnity  bilU  the  Afnc* 
ric«'in  treaty  bill,  the  foreign  troops  bill,  the  English  and 
}rish  militia  pay  and  clothing  bills,  tlie  miUtiJ- subalterns 
hill,  tlic^nlli(ia  adfutanls  bill,  the  Greenland  whalC'^fish-* 
cry  bill,  the  Scotcli  bankrupt  bill,  and  t5  road  and  pri- 
.  va(e  bills. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  jWal- 
singiiamy  and  Lord  Auckland. 

in  the  appeal  GlasscH  "J.  the  Earlof  Wemyss«  Mr,  Grant 
was  heard  on  beiiulf  of  the  appellant^  after  which,  counsel 
having  withdrawn. 

The  Lord  Chana'llor  submitted  to  the  House,  whether 
it  was  nece4f$ary  in  this  c«ise  to  Iiear  the  counsel  tor  the  re- 
spondent, it  not  appearing  by  any  thing  that  had  ijeen  said 
by  the  Imrncd  cmiiisel  for  the  appellant,  that  any  rule  or 
maxim  of  the  law  of  Scotland  had  )>ccn  infringed  by  (he 
decision  of  the  court  of  session ;  or  that  the  ju%es  of  that 
court  had  decided  contrary  to  the  facts  of  the  case  as  they 
appeared  in  evidenoei  Considering  the  number  of  appeab 
that  awaited  (he  decision  of  the  House,  it  was  certainly  of 
importance  that  their  lordships*  time  should  not  be  impro- 
vidently  wastcxl.  The  noble  and  learned  lord  then  briefly, 
'but  perspicuously,  recapitulated  the  difiercnt  points  of  tlic 
case,  and  concluded  by  expressing  his  opinion,  that  tlie 
decree  of  tlie  court  of  session  ought  to  be  affirmed.  Or* 
dered<     Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

SATURnw,  MAncii  22. 

.  Mr.  Quarm,the  deputy  usher  of  the  black  rod,  cam© 
to  the  House   about  hiUf  past  three  o^clotfk,  aitd  sum- 
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monedl  the  Speafcer  snd  menbenB  t«  ide  koufie  ofpeers,  k» 
liear  a  royal  eommkston  for  passing  btll&  lead.  When  the 
Speaker  returned,  he  anBonn^ed  that  the  royal  assent  had 
beea  giTen  to  Lord  CoUingwood's  annuity  bill,  the  sugar 
drawback  bUis,  the  mutiny  bills,  the  Aimrrican  isvool  bill; 
tke  qiititia  subalterns  bill,  the  foreign  soldiers  bill,  the 
Greenland  fishery  bill,  the  York  court- hoose  bill,  the  Itiah 
excise  duty  bill,  and  bcveral  private  bUb. 

Lord  Hcnniker  presented  a  petition  from  the  maltster^  of 
Rutland,  praying  for  a  rejieal  of  a  certain  clause  in  the  mal^ 
act.    ^Order^d  to  Lie  on  tiie  table*    Adiouroed* 


HOUSE   OT  LORDS. 

MONDAY,   MAn.CH   24. 

In  an  appeal  from  Scotland,  "  Allen  v.  De  Vox,"  the 
solicitor-general  and  Mr.  J^dwm  for  the  appeUant,  Mr. 
Nolan  and  Mr,  Horner  for  the  respondent,  and  Mr.  Adam 
in  replv^  were  heard ;  after  vrhich  the  Lord  Chancellor  ex- 
pffesaed  his  opiiuon  tliai  the  judgment  of  the  ca»urt  of  ses- 
sMniought  to  be  affirmed.    Ordered* 

'Several  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  brought  <ip 
S  uaturolizaiioa  bills,  rctumed  agxeed  to;  and  two  private 
bills,  ivhich  ^n^ere  refid  a  first  time.  .: 

Mr.  Irving^  inspectorrgcncrai  of  exports  and  imports, 

B resented  an  account  i»f  me  imports  and  exports  of  Gieat 
ritain  for  eighteen  years,  ending  the  5th  of  January  1806^ 
— which  was  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  tabic. 

Cteoeiral  Oakes,  from  the  commissioners  of  military  in- 
quiry,  presented  the  first  report  of  that  board,  which  was : 
ordered  to  lie  on  <he  tabic,  and  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Auckland  moved  for  an  address  to  his  Majesty,  pray* 
ing  for  a  copy  of  the  first  report  of  the  commissioners  a])r 
pointed  to  revise  and  digest  the  civil  afTuirs  of  the  navy. 
Ordered. 

The  i^irther  considio'atton  of  the  claims  to  the  Roos 
Peerage  was  postponed  till  ^e  first  Thursday  after  the 
jrqcess. 

l»PEACIiME\T  0;P  fjOVLD  MELVILLE. 

.  Lord  Viscount  Mdville  deliv(Tcd  in  at  tJic  fable  his 
answer  to  the  further  article  of  inipenchxnrnt  exhibited 
a^inst  him.     The  answer  stntes  that  such  article  is  »'ilh- 

•  .  ^U2  out 
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out  praoedent  ia  the  usage  and  fHtactioe  of  Parliamesl; 
Mid  after,  protesting  against  the  said  artick  aad  sairiag  est 
^pf  ionS)  coRoIudes  by  pleading  generallj  Not  GruiUy* 

The  an&wer  baying  been  read  at  the  tid>lie,  a  copv  of  it 
waa,  9n  the  motion  of  Lord  Walsinghani,  Qrdered  to  bs 
fcommunicated  by  m^Hnage  to  tb^  IloDae  qt  Oe^nfDAna,  ani| 
^e  answer  ip  ]^  printfxl. 

$IR  J.  T.  P0Cl5:WORTIf. 

The  Lord  Ghs^qo^Uor  said,  it  being  the  intention  of  a  Mt 
ble  lord  to  nqove  the  next  (|ay  for  tb^  tbanl^  of  .the  ]9pu^  ti) 
Vice  Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  for  his  late  gallant 

fonduct  in  tlie  West  Indies,  he  had  to  move,   ibat  tfa^ 
}rds  be  summon;^  for  t]|at  day-    Qrdpred* 
Adjourned.'     *     *  ,        '     ' 


pOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

MOI^I^AT,   MARCCK  94. 

The  Irish  fisstrfniilf^  v^ulatioii  bill  ifaa  read  the  second- 
time,  and  referred  to  i^  select  cpiMiittee,  io  |i^  the  nex^i 
flay. 

Sir  S|nuiel  Romilly,  solicitor  genoEal^  and  two  otfaec 
new  members,  took  the  oatha  and  theif  seats. 

A  person  from  the  qifice  of  the  chief  secretary  for  Irdand 
presented  an  account  of  the  atnountof  the  consolidated: 
fund  for  that  country,  with  the  chxirge^  a^d  disbmnemeolsi 
and  surplus  thereon,  fqr  1805. 

Mr.  Irving,  from  the  oflice  of  the  inspector  general  nf  im« 
porU  and  exports,  presented  the  accounts  qf  that  depart- 
ment,  fqr  1805. 

A  person  from  the  exchequer  jprisentftl  an  aconunt  of  (he 
Interest  paid  on  exchequer  bills  tor  the  two  last  yeam.  Or* 
dered  to  lie  cm  the  table. 

Mr.Mainwaring  presented  abill  for  enabling  the  iiihabit*? 
ants  and  proprietors  of  houses  m  lic^  Liqn  square,  Lpiidoii, 
to  make  a  rate  of  their  own,  for  pavini;;,  watching,  li^ht-: 
in^,  and  cleansing  the  said  sauarc.  Head  the  first  tuue^ 
and  ordered  for  the  ^cond  reaaing  the  next  day. 

Ordered,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account 
of  the  sunns  expended  by  the  treasure^  of  the  navy  for  dis-* 
^pv^ring  the  lonj^it^de  at  sei^» 
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The  House  rc^olyed  into  a  committee  on  f  He  Cape  of  Goodie 
Hope  trade  regulation  bill.     Went  through  tile  9arae,  and 
^MPdeied  to  be  reported  the  next  day. 

The  Secretary  at  "VVar.  presented,  ponnant  Uy  Ofder,  an 
account  of  the  number  of  men  rauica  under  the  additiomil 
fofce  act,  to  the  latest  period  the  same  could  be  made  up. — 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Brooke,  ailer  a  sl^ort  allusion  to  a  notiop  which  he 
bad  giTcn  on  a  farmier  night  as  for  this  day,  relative  to 
an  intended  inquiry  respecting  tl^e  contracts  entered  into 
£>r  spirits  to  supply  the  navy,  said,  that  as  he  und^^stood 
that  sipbjcct  had  been  takeu  up  by  his  Majesty's  ministers^ 
and  as  he  had  therefore  every  reliance  that  sQiaethiug  satisf 
j^ictory  andeiiectual  would  be  done  in  the  bu^kiness,  he 
jM^puld  defer  bft^  iHQtion  until  Monday  nei^tf 

INDIA  PABcns. 

Mr..  W.  Pqle  rpsc)  pursuant  to  hk  lustice,  to  nkcfvc  for 
f^aiu  papersT-Ut^^relaliveto  tlieaflairs  of  India  in  ge» 
i^eral — 2clly ,  relative  to  t)ie  Rajah  of  Bhurtpore — and  JcHy, 
^lative  U)  the  war  with  Ilolk^ir.  He  had  submitted  these 
motions  to  the  board  of  controul,  ^nd  understood  there 
would  be  no  objections  tq  their  production.  He  \\\ea^ 
moved  for  a  Icttef  of  the  governoi^gcneral,  of  (he  SIst  of 
May,  1S05,  to  the  secret  committee,  with  its  incIo<>^ 
fiures — for  a  letter  of  the  2d  of  June,  from  the  same  ta 
)the  same,  relative  to  the  Mogul,  wii  h  its  indosUrcs — for 
an  extract  of  a  letter,  of  the  7tli  of  June,  ia  the  same 
yoar,  from  the  same  to  the  siiine,  relative  to  Vdlbre,  with 
its  inciosuresT*-fi>r  a  letter  of  the  governor-general,  of  the' 
J{)(h  qf  Juncy  in  tlie  same  year,  to  the  same — for  a  letfer 
of  the  govemor-general,  of  the  30th  of  July,  io  the  court 
of  directors,  ab^t  following  their  instructions  relative  to 
Powlat'  How  Scindia)  and  also  his  letter  id  the  secretary 
at  Bombay— rfor  a  letter  of  the  adjutant-^neral  to  the* 
commander  in  chief,  relative  to  the  employment  of  irfc- 
gular  troopfr-*for  a  letter  from  Lord  Lake  io  Marquis 
Cornwallisi  relative  tq  the  employment  of  irregukiv 
troops, 

Mr.  Francis  here  rose,  and  aslM^  whether  these  were  all 
the  <locnnie4)tsi  on  this  subject? 

!Vf  r.  Pole  replied,  that  they  were  all  he  thought  necessary. 
1^  (h^  koii.  gcnt|cmart  ouuld  (ii^cover  a!iy  qlhers  that  he. 

wi«Jie4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


454  THE  PARLtAWENTATlY  HEGWTER.  fcdV. 

•iffafced'to  move  for,  ke  certaitilj  could  have  no  objectioi) 
to  their  production. 

.  Mr.  Francis  addrd,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  might  know 
^f  papers  on  the  subject,  of  which  he  (Mr.  Francis)  could 
know  nothing. 

-•  Mr.  Pole  answered,  that  he  had  not  had  time  to  look  oyor 
thcgreat  mass  of  papers  particularly. 

The  Speaker  then  proceeded  to  ihe  remaining  motions, 
which  caUed  for  other  letters  from  Lord  Ijake  to  Marquia 
CornwalHe ;  for  a  separate  letter  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  the 
court  of  directors  ;  for  extracts  of  letters  from  the  governor 
general,  in  reply  to  the  instructions  of  the  board  of  con- 
troal,  relative  totJie  management  of  the  Indian  conquests  |- 
for  a  letter  of  my  Lord  Wellesley  to  the  court  of  directors,^ 
relative  to  the  finances  of  the  company  ;  for  the  minuter 
of  the  governor-general,  exhibiting  a  statement  of  the 
finances  ;  for  Lord  Lake*s  letter  to  Lord  WcUesIey,  rda- 
five  to' the  Rajah  of  Bhurtporc ;  for  a  letter  of  the  governor- 
ffeiieral  to  the  secret  committee,  relative  to  the  war  with 
tlolkar;  and  for  a  letter  from  the  governor-general  to 
tfie  court  of  directors,  relative  to  the  Mahratta  affairs,  the 
war  with  Holkar,  and  the  Rajah  of  Bhurtporc.  All  agreed* 
to. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brouglit  up  the  report  from  the  commit- 
tee for  inquiry  relative  to  the  expiriiig  laws,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

ADMIRAL   DUCKWORTH. 

Mr.  Grey  gave  notice,  that  he  should  the  next  day  hare 
the  honour  to  move  for  the  thanks  of  the  Ifmise  to  Adnii- . 
ral  Sir  John  Thomas  Duckworth,  and  the  British  squadron 
under  his  command,  for  the  late  gallant  and  decisive  vie-* 
lory  over  the  enemy's  squadron  in  the  West  Indies. 

Lord  Temple  move<l  to  defrr,  till  that  day  se'nnighti 
fiirther  procccdnigs  on  the  Tortola  free-port  bill,  which  was' 
«»greed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  James  Fitzgerald,  the  Irish  land 
partition  bill  %vas  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  ordeanl  tq 
the  liords. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  pommittoe, 
on  the  ten  million  and  half  eKcheq4ierrIoan  bill.  Ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thinl  time  the  next  day. 

Read  i)  third  time  and  passed,  the  lelons*'  transportation  ♦ 
bill,  one  of  the  expiring  laws.     Ordered  to  (he  Lords. 
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,  The  AUorney-gcneral  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  (lie 
fiocondreadihgoftheevidcncedeclaratory  bill  from  theLords. 

Mr.  Perceval  tose,  not  now  to  oppose  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill,  to  which,  however,  he  had  considerable  ob- 
jections ;  he  should  defer  wliat  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject^ 
until  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  in  or- 
der  to  the  House  resolving  into  a  committee  upon  it.  He  had 
very  strong  doubts,  that  any  bill  was  at  all  necessary  on  the 
subjoct ;  and  if  anv  was,  the  present  one  would  requii^ 
very  eonsidi^rable  alterations  in  the  committee,  in  order  to 
make  it  answerable  to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  avow- 
edly brought  forward  ;  ahd  those  altemtions,  if  the  House 
siiould  agree  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  bill,  he  should 
leave  to  suggest. 

The  Attorney-general  agreed  to  postpone  any  discussion 
on  thebill  in  its  present  stage,  and  mov)^  for  the  committal 
on  Thursday  next,  which  was  agreed  to. 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  Whi thread  moved,  tliat  the  solicitor-general  and. 
Mr.  Sheridan  be  added  to  the  committee  for  dra wi/ig  up  ar- 
ticles of  ii:i]wachmeiit  agaiui^t  Henry  Lord  V^iscount  Mel- 
ville.    Ordered. 

A  messenger  from  the  Lords  brought  from  their  lordships 
a  true  copy  of  the  answer  delivered  m  to  their  lordships  by 
Henry  Lord  Viscount  MclViUe,  in  answer  to  the  last  article 
of  impeachment  sent  up  to  their  lordships  against  him  by  tho 
House  of  Commons,  which,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  was  read  to  the  House.  In  this  answer,  .Lord  Mel- 
yille  states  his  having  seen  the  said  additional  article  of  im- 
j^achmcnt  exhibited  against  him,  of  which,  he  adds,  not  a 
single  instance  in  precedent  is  to  be  found  in  the  proceedings 
of  Parliament,  and,  therefore,  he  begs  leave  to  enter  hiis 
liumble  protest  against  the  siiid  article  ;  but,  at  the.  same 
time,  saving  to  himself  all  rights  and  privileges  as  before. 
He  pleads,  that  he  is  not  in  any  wise. guilty,  in  manner  or 
form,  of  any  of  the  supposed  crimes  in  the  said  article?  al- 
lpdffed,and  prays  to  be  acquitted  and  discharged  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Whitbread  immediately  moved,  that  the  said  answer 
be  referred  to  the  committee  fyr  drawing  up  arti;cles  of  im- 
peachment against  the  said  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville, 
fi}r  their  consideration,  with  directions  to  report  their  opi- 
nion as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done  in  consequence  thereof, 
which  was  ordered. 

.  Mr.  Whitbread  immediately  reported,  that  the  commit^ 
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tee  had  donsidered  of  the  said  answer,  and  still  decUied, 
that  the  said  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melville  is  gniUy  of  the 
crimes  allcdged  iu  their  said  last  ariicle  of  impeachment  i 
and  that  the  said  committee  arc  ready  to  prore  the  same  ; 
and  that  the  said  re))ort  be  the  replication  of  Uie  Commons 
ii>  the  said  answer  o(  Iletiry  Lord  Viscount  Melville. 

Tliis  report  being  read  a  first  and  second  time, 

Mr.  Whitbread  moved  that  it  be  engrossed,  which  was 
ordered  accordingly ;  and  beiHg  engro^icd,  it'was  readthcr 
third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  carried  to  the  Lords  by  Mr^ 
Whilbread. 

Mr*  Whitbread  gave  notice,  that  when  the  proper  time? 
should  arrive,  he  would  move  that  the  House  do  attend  the 
trial  of  Lord  Melville,  as  a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Vansittart  presented,  pursuant, to  order,  an  account 
of  the  money  expended  in  the  barrack*master*s  department 
during  the  last  year.    Ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  person  from  the  India-house  presented  several  docu<< 
ments,  pursuant  to  orders,  to  lie  oh  the  table. 

WAYS    AND   MEANS. 

Mr.  Rosf,  in  alltision  to  some  observations  he  had  made 
on  a  former  night,  respecting  the  intention  announced  by 
the  noble  lord  opposite  to  him  (Lord  Henry  Petty),  for 
bringing  forward  tlie  ways  and  means  on  Friday  next,  and 
before  the  military  estimates  for  the  year  were  laid  before  the 
House,  rose  now  again  to  slate,  as  the  more  mature  restdt 
of  a  fuller  consideration  on  the  subject,  that  upon  the 
deepest  researches  he  had  been  since  able  to  make,  he  found 
thei'e  was  no  instance  since  the  Revolution  of  bringing  for- 
ward the  ways  and  means  for  the  year,  before  all  the  esti- 
mates for  the  public  service  of  the  year  were  feirly  before 
the  House.  This,  therefore,  must  afford  a  very  strong 
ground  of  objection  to  the  noble  lord's  proceeding  in  the 
manner  be  nroposed^  He  wns  aware,  that  the  supply 
wanted  was  ^4,415,000/.  towani  which  the  war-taxes  would 
.amount  to  fourteen  mBlions ;  a  great  part  he  was  also  aware 
was  covered  by  loans  already  voted,  which,  together  with 
those  proposed  to  be  raised,  would  amount  to  eighteen  mil- 
lions, and  this  sum  would  very  greatly  exceed  the  supply. 
Therefore,  until  the  House  should  J)c  in  possession  of  the 
milihiry  and  other  estimates  completely  for  the  year,  they 
could  not  know  for  what  purpose  so  large  an  exceeding  was 
intended.  An  honourable  gentleman  upon  (he  former  oc- 
casion when  he  (Mr.  Rose)  had  mentioned  this  subject 
^Mr.  Vansi^t)  had  said,  that  the  noble  lord  might  pro- 
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pose  only  a  part  of  his  ways. and  mfeansy  and  leave  the  rest 
fpr  a  futare  opportunitjy  as  had  been  done  before  ;  but  this 
Mr.  Rose  denied  to  hare  occurred  in  the  instance  stated  ; 
and  the  diiScuItj  lyas  such  an  one  as  he  could  not  see  how 
the  House  was  to  gfet  over,  without  resisting  the  proposition^ 
of  the  noble  lord^  until  all  the  estimates  should-  be  pi^o-  - 
duc^. 

Lord  Henry  P4iy  answered,  it  was  liis  only  wish  Xo  put 
the  House  fully  in  possession  of  the  objects  ch  public  ex^ 
pence,  and  the  ways  and  means  by  which  lie  proposed  to 
meet  them  ;  and  to  give  the  House  an  opportunity  of  fylly 
considering  them,  tefore  be  should  call  for  their  final  de* 
cision,  tliat  he  should  propose  only  a  part  of  the  ways  and 
means  in  the  first  instance. 

Mr.  Huslcmon  thought  it  was  highly  necessary  the  jpub- 
lic  should  be  apprised  ^  the  noble  lord,  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  meant  to  bring  forward  his  loan,  as  it  was  aa 
object  of  most  material  interest  to  tho:  e  who  should  become 
purchasers  to  be  ascertained  upon  that  point. 

Ijord  Henry  Petti/  answered,  that  if  the  contractors 
themselves  were  perfectly  satisfied  upon  this  liead,  it  was 
matter  of  not  very  pressing  importance  whether  or  not  the 
honoaraUe  gentleman's  curiosity  was  to  be  satisfied  at  this 
moment. 

There  being  no  rao^jion  before  the  House,  the  Speaker  put 
an  end  to  thts  conversation. 

ORDNANCE. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
House  ^to  resolve  into  a  coinmittee  on  the  bill  for  the  bd;ter 
regulation  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  ordnance.  The 
oKler  being  read,  his  lordship  explained  the  objects  of  this 
bin :  4rst,  that  the  House  might  liave  under  its  view  a  cor- 
rect regulation  in  the  mode  of  expenditure  for  such  sums  of 
the  public  money  as  it  should  think  projXT  to  vote  for  thi» 
branch  of  the  public  service ;  and,  secondly,  for  securing 
the  responsibility  of  the  public  officer  charged  with  thc^  dis- 
bursement of  such  expenditure ;  and  to  prevent,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  misapplication  of  money  entrnstcd  to  liis 
charge.  If  the»bill,  in  its  present  form,  should  be  liable 
to  any  objections,  he  was  ready  to  attcjnd  to  the  suggestion* 
of  gentlemen,  and  to  avail  himself  of  their  assistance,  so 
far  as  hethought  really  conducive  to  the  objectH  of  the  bill ; 
and  he  should  have  no  objection,  if  necessary,  to  ro-coiu- 
mit  the  jbill  for  a  future  day.  ^  ^ 

The  House  having  resolved  into  a  committee, 
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Mr.  P^ole  said,  lie  had  a  number  of  suggestions  to  pro- 
pose for  the  adoption  of  the  committee  in  amendment  of  this 
bill,  which  was  utterly  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  avowed.  Most  of  those  suggestions  had  the  appro- 
b^^tion  of  the  noble  lord  liinLself,  upon  whom  he  had  felt  it 
his  duty  \o  wait,  and  to  mention  his  objections  to  the  bill ; 
for  it  was  his  object^  really  and  sincerely,  to  communicate 
such  suggestions  to  the  noble, lord  a^  had  appeared  to  him 
from  experience  absolutely  necessary  to  give  eifect  to  the 
objects  of  a  bill,  tlic  principle  of  which  he  very  much  aj)- 

5 roved.  Mr.  Pole  now  entered  into  a  long  and  technical 
etail  of  the  oiBUcial  routine  in  the  department  of  treasurer 
of  the  ordnance,  through  which  moneys  had  hitherto  been 
issued,  and  under  which  the  treasurer  not  only  was  enabled^ 
but  usually,  and  he  believed  uniformly,  did  make  use  of 
large  balances  of  the  public  money  remaining  at  his  dis-. 
posal,  owing  to  his  being  enabled  to  draw  for  a  lull  quarter's 
amount  of  the  chief  expenditure,  a  quarter  of  a  year  be- 
fore it  was  ultimately  payable  to  the  claimants.  Having 
suggested  an  arrangement  by  which  this  application  mi^ht 
in  future  be  completely  prevented,  he  shewed  the  impo^« 
bility  of  disbursing,  by  drafts  on  the  bank^  very  lar^ 
$ums  of  money  which  w^ere  payable  weekly  and  indivi- 
dually to  working  gunsmiths,  armourers,  and  other  la- 
bourers in  the  Tower,  for  which  purpose  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  tliat  some  balance  must  renuuQ  in  th« 
treasurer's  hands.  I>ut  one  very  principal  omission  he  re- 
marked in  the  bill  was,  that,  although  800,000/.  were 
Voted  for  ordnance  services  in  Ireland,  the  word  Ireland 
«ever  so  much  as  once  appeared  in  the  bill.  To  remove 
these  several  defects,  he  read  the  amendment  whicli  he  pro*, 
posed  ;  and  strongly  recommended  that  no  alteration  with, 
respect  to  Ireland  might  tak6  place,  as  he  understood  was 
intended,  in  the  (^duance  establishment  of  that  countrj*^, 
which  he  could  assure  the  committee,  and  the  noble  lonl, 
was  establislieti  on  a  most  correct  and  eifectual  system  of 
economy,  for  the  advantage  of  the  public  service.  He  said 
that  a  plan  of  regulation^  similar  to  the  present  bill,  was 
in  the  contcmx}lation  of  tbQ  noble  lord  late  at  tile  head  of 
ihe  ordnance. 

Lord  Henri/  PMij  acknowledged. the  attention  paid  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  uuon  a  subject  to  which  hcwas 
so  eminently  competent,  and  approved' the  amendment  he 
suggcj^ed.    But  with  rc;ipect  to  Irdiand^  tba  only  reason 
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why  nothins^  was  mentioned  in  the  bill  with  regard  to  it  was, 
that  an- arrangement 'was  in  contemplation,  calculated  to . 
give  the  noble  duke,  who  happily  tor  that  country  now 
presides  over  its   government,   a  more  effectual  controul 
over  the  expenditure  of  .the  ordnance  department  there. 

Mr.  Huskiss'on  said,  that  for  a  considerable  time  before 
the  decease  of  his  late  right  honourable  friend,  a  project 
was  not  only  in  contemplation  for  the  establishment  of  ef- 
fectual checks,  such  as  now  proposed,  on  the  expenditure 
of  'public  mon<!y  in  the  ordnance  department,  and  in  every 
Tothcr  public  office,  as  professedly  intended  by  the  noble 
lord,  but  that  tlie  plan  had  really  been  long  acted  upon, 
stnd  only  awaited  an  opportunity  of  parliamentary  regula- 
tion, under  a  bill  in  the  contcmplatioA  of  his  right  hou. 
friend. 

'  I^rd  TIenrj/  Peitt/  answered,  tUat  such  a  plan  had  otrty 
been  thought  of  by  tJic  late  administration,  in  consequence 
of  the  reports  published  by  the  commissioners  of  naval  iu- 
qtiity. 

*'  Mr.  Pole's  sevt^ral  amendments  were  then  put  and  carried, 
alll  but  that  respecting  Ireland,  which  was  deferred  for  tlic 
present,  at  the  request  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  and  the  bill 
was  further  committed  for  this  day  se'nnight. 

COMMITTEE    OF  BUPI^LY. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply.  In  the  committee,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  grant  of 
50,000?.  should  be  given  for  carrying  on  the  CaledoniaD 
canal ; 

10,000/.  for  roads  in  the  Highlands ; 

5>0()0/.  for  military  roads  in  Scotland  ; 

48,000/.  for  convicts ; 

29,000/.  for  stationary ; 

10,000/.  for  reprinting  the  journals  of  the  House ; 

144,000/.  for  French  emigrants. 
'    Various  sums  were  also  granted  for  other  miscellaneous 
services. 

Report  of  the  committee  ordered  to  be  received  thd  next 
day. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  an  humble  atldress 
was  onlered  io  lie  presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying  tiim  to 
give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  sums  of  money  issued  in  consequence  of  ad- 
dresses by  the  House,  and  not  yet  provided  for, 
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Mr.  Hawthoriif  brought  up  the  report  on  the  DuUin 
pfiving  bill.  •  Ordered  to  be  received  the  next  daj. 
.Adjouraed. 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

TUESDAY,    MARCH    25. 

.  The  committee  of  privileges  sat  some  lime  on  the  claim 
of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  to  vote  as  a'peer  of  Ireland  in  the 
eloption  of  representative  peers  for  that  country,  but 
si mngors  were  excluded. 

XordEldqii  delivered  his  opinion  on  the  case^  Keeling  d.' 
i\w  Eii^t  I)idia  Company,  and  concluded  by  moving  U» 
dcfgr  (he  further  consideration  of  it  till  Friday.     Ordered^ 

Tlie  fun  her  consideration  of  the  appeal,  the  Countess 
X^pTrupergf  Lincoln  and  Others  v.  the  Uuke  of  Newcastle 
iifkj^  OlhejSj  vBs  i)ostponcd  till  Friday. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  and  several  other  members  of  the  Hon^ 
of  Commons  brought  up  the  J, 500,000/.  and  10,500,000/* 
exchoqucr-bills  bills,  the  spirits  exciseKhitiesbiil^'tlie  frish 
common  lands  partition  bill,  and  tlie  felons^  transportat)c||l 
I)ill^  which  were  severally  read  a  first  time,  ana  tbe4wa. 
latter  ordered  to  be  printed.  ,      ,.     ./- .". 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  custom-house,  presented  an  ac-» 
count  of  balances  id  the  hands  of  coUectcM's,  on  the  5th  of 
Janiuiry*,  1806.  Accounts  of  income  and  expenditiaVe 
Werf  also  presented,  botji  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the- 

Vii4^^  '•        .       -     .    ^ 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  moved,  that  the  proper  officer  do. 
lay  before  the  House,  copies  of  thie  enrolment  of  any 
patent  of  peerage  irt  Irclaiid,  granted 'sin<:e  the  union  with 
ureat  Britain  and  Ireland.     Ordered, 

lyPEACIIMENT    op  l^OUD    MELvIlLE. 

Mr. .  Whitbread,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  presented  at  the  bar,  in  the  name  of  the 
Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a  replication  tq  ttiean<* 
swcr  of  Henry  I*ord  VisGwmt.Melvill^  dei^luriiig  that  the 
said  .Lord  Viscount  Melville  is  guilty  of  tlie  high  crime% 
and  misdemeanours  charged  ;Rgainst«.  Mm  in  tlie  articles 
pf  impeachment,  and  that  the  Cmnmoi^are  ready  tp  prov0 
()ie  s(uno.  .  . 

1'he  replication  h<aving  been  wwd  at  the  table, 
j^'iOirl  FiiZwilUam  moved}  th^Xa  day  be  appoiutod  fur  the 
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trial  of  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Melvtllc.  That  tiie  trial  of 
tbe  said  Lord  VUcount  Melville  take  place  at  the  bar  of  the 
Holise,  on  the  29th  of  April  next,  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon. 
And  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
acquaint  them  th^ewith,  and  require  them  to  appoint  a 
cpmmiitee  to  manage  the  impeachment.  All  which  mo* 
tiottfi  vrere  agreed  to,  after  a  few  words  from  the  Ead  of 
S^dnor  respecting  a  paint  of  form. 

SIR  J.  T.  DUCKWORTH. 

Lord  GrenvUle  said  he  had  reque^led  a  noUe  and  learted 
friend  to  move  the  preceding^  that  their  lordships  ^faouUI 
be  summoned  for  this  daj,  in  order  that  he  might  submit  to 
them  a  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks,  onaccoant  of  our  late 
success  in  the  West  Indies,  respecting  which  he  did  not  con^ 
ceive  there  could  be  any  difference  of  opinioli.    It  wat 
scarcely  necessary,  indeed,  to  makeany  ^commentuBan  the. 
subject,  or  any  preface  to  his  motion.    A  searies  of  the  most 
splendid  achievements  had  raised  tlie  character  of  our  navy 
'  to  the  highest  point  of  pre-eminence,  whilst  they  proved  tlie 
uiMTtTalled  skill  and  valour  of  our  officers,  and  the  irredb»» 
tH4e  bravery  of  our  seamen.  The  victory  recently  obtained 
by  Sir  J.  T;  Duckworth  in  the  West  Indies,  evinced  that 
the  gallantry  and  skill  of 'our  officers,  and  the  bravery  of 
oar  seamen,  were  undiminished.    A  circumstance  had  at* 
tended  this  success  which  very  seldom  happened  in  any  of 
our  victorious  contests  with  the  enemy',   tliat  we  bad  a 
trifling  superiority  of  force,  but  this  could  not  in  the  least 
takeaway  from  the  brilliancy  of  our  victory,  or  the  merit 
of  thosfe  by  whom  it  was  achieved.     Every  thing  had  been 
doiiethat  could  l)e  effected  ;  every  thing  had  been  done  that 
was  admitted  of  by  the  possibility  of  the  case.  The  enemy  V 
force  consisted  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  and  five  ships  o( 
the  line  were  taken  and  destroyed.     He  was  one  of  those 
who  thought  that  the  thanks  of  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
given  except  in  those  cases  where  such  a  vote  was  called  for 
by  great  and  exalted  merit;  that  so  high  an  honour  ought 
pnly  be  granted  where  it  was  eminently  deserved,  thus  ren* 
dering  the  reward  the  greater,  by  the  rarity  with  which  it 
was  conferred.     He  thought,  however,  that  this  was  one  of 
those  cases  which  called  ui)on  (heir  lordships  to  confer  jthat 
high  honour  :  nnd  that  s<\  Imlliant  a  victory  enUtlcd  those 
who  had  acbievc<i  it,  to  the  thanks  of  the  House  for  the 
skill  and  bravery  they  had  evinced  in  thus  diminishiag  the 
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ineans  of  the  enemy,  and  adding  to  the  sectirity  of  ihc 
aountry.  He  conceiTed  it  unnecessary  to  comment  any 
finrther  «pon  the  subject ;  to  enter  into  any  leri^theneil  de- 
tail would,  he  thoufirht,  d^Hrogate  from  the  splendour  of  the 
^kievement.  His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  Tor- the 
thanks  of  the  House,  in  the  ustial  form,  to  Vice  Admiral 
Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth,  K.  B.  ;  the  honourable  Rear  Admi« 
ral  Cochrane  ;  Roar  Admiral  Ijouis  ;  and  the  ciptains  and 
officers  of  the  fleet ;  and  an  acknowledgment  to  the  fceamea 
and  royal  marines: 

^  The  Duke  cf  Nor ff}fk  r.on\d  not  help  taking  this  oppKr- 
fiiWffy  of  again  calling  their  lordships'  attention  tothe^asc 
df  Sir  Ro!x*rt  Caldcr.  He  thought  it  hard  that  the  services' 
of  that  gallant  admital  in  the  action  bf  the  first  day,  when,* 
with*  an  inferior  force,  he  achieved  a  victory,  should  not* 
fce  acknowled)^  by  some  public  mark  of  approbation.- 
Tte'thirteen  galknt  cheers  who  composed  that  court -mar- 
<iat,  he  had  no  doubt,  decided  most  propeily,  still,  how- 
iryer,  the  merit  of  the  gallant  admiral  on  the  first  day  tc- 
ttifiined  undiminished.  He  spoke  on 'this  subject  entirely  as' 
H  landman,  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  others  as  well  as  him- 
jaelf,  that  Sir  Robert  Calder  was  hardly  dealt  with,  in  not' 
having  the  merit  of  bis  first  day's  rencontre  with  the  enemy 
publicly  acknowledged.  He  had  not  the  honour  of  being 
personally  acquainted  witli  the  gallant  admiral,  but  merely 
sf>oke  from  the  im]yulse  of  his  feelings  upon  the  sulqert, 
and  lie  had  hoped  that  the  business  would  have  been  taken 
up  by  some  other  noble  lord. 

The  Earl  of  Romney  was  proceeding  to  speak  oh'thd 
same  subjoxit,  when  he  was- interrupted  l)y 

Jxyrd  GrenriUe^  who  spoke  to  order.  He  put  it  to  his 
noble  friend  and  relation,  whether  it  would  not  be  more 
advisable  to  avoid  any  discussion  upon  a  snbject  which  had 
no  connection  with  the  motion  Ix^fore  the  House.  If  >vhat 
liad  been  alluded  to  by  the  noble  duke  should  ever  l^ecome 
the  subject  of  a  motion  in  that  House,  which  he  hoped 
would  not  be  the  case,  he  should  then  deliver  his  sentiments 
regularly  upon  it,  but  at  present  he  conceived  it  to  be  irrc* 
gidarly  introduced. 

The  Ejirl  of  Romney  assured  his  noble  friend  and  rela- 
tion, that  in  addressing  the  House  upon  thesubject,  he  had 
been  solely  actuated  by  feelings  ^f  friend-hip  for  the  gallant 
mlmiral  alluded  to,  which  he  trusted  WQuld  plead  his  ex^ 
cnse  with  the  House. 
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The  motions  of  Lord  Grcuviile  were  agceed  to  nem.  dis. 
and  the  Lord  Chancellor  directed  to  communicate  them  ta 
Vicc-Admiral  Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth.  Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,   MAttCII   25. 

The  bills  to  authorise  the  Issue  of  ten  and  a  half  and  one 
and  a  half  million  of  cxchequer4>ills,  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Tlie  order  for  the  committal  of  the  bonk  charter  bill  wa$ 
discharj^ed  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  wiio  stated 
that  before  the  House  went  into  the  committee  he  wislied  to 
have  laid  on  the  table  an  account  of  the  circumstances  con« 
nocted  with  the  loan  of  three  millions  due  by  government 
to  the  bank,  and  lent  under  the  act  of  the  39th  and  40tli 
of  his  Majcstv,  together  with  the  interest*  accruing  on  th« 
said  loan,  l^his  paper  was  ordered,  and  produced  ac* 
cordinHjr.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  V  ansittavt  presented,  pursuant  to  order,  a  return  of 
the  amount  of  the  funded  and  unfunded  debt,  of  the  per- 
ixmncnt  revenue,  and  of  the  interest  due  on  exchequer-bills 
to  be  paid  oflF.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Vansittart  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  day  in 
the  committee  of  supply,  submit  a  motion  with  respect  tp 
the  interest  upon  the  debt  due  by  the  uation  to  the  bank. 
And  he  also  gave  notice  of  his  intention,  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  his  right  honourable  friend  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  for  Ireland,  to  mov«  the  next  day  for  the 
issue  of  some  treasury  bills  for  the  service  of  that  country. 

The  House  in  committee  went  through  the  customs  ex* 
piring  laws  bill,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  the  next  day. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  borough  of  Rye,  in  room 
of  Thomas  Davis  Lamb,  Esq.  who  hi^s  accepted  the  office 
of  steward  of  the  Chilteni  Hundreds. 

The  secretary  at  war  presented  a  return  of  the  casualties, 
&c.  in  the  military  department ;  and  also  of  the  total  nunip 
ber  of  men  at  present  t»crving  in  Great  Britain  and  Jlrciand, 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the.comoiittee 
of  supply.  The  resolutions  were  read,  agreed  to,  and  bills 
ordered  accordinglv. 
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The  House  resolved  into  a  committee  on  the  expiring 
laws  bill. 


FISHERIES. 


Mr.  Vansittart  stated,  that  he  should  propose  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  law  with  respect  to  the  bounties  for  the  en- 
couragement of  British  fisheries  for  one  year  only.  In  the 
interim  he  proposed,  as  the  present  system  was  radically 
bad,  to  brin^  forward  some  general  measure  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  G.  Rose  offered  his  services  to  assist  in  devising  the 
general  measure  alluded  to  by  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down.  The  subject  to  which  that 
measn re  referred  was,  in  his  opinion,  of  very  great  impor- 
tance^ and  had  therefore  occupied  a  considerable  degree  6f 
his  attention  while  in  an  official  situation.  The  result  of 
his  inquiry,  upon  which  it  was  his  purpose  to  gttmnd  a 
specific  proposition,  he  would  be  happy  to  commtmicate 
totliose  who  had  the  proposed  measure  in  contemplation. 

Mr.  Vansittart  expressed  his  wish  to  receive  the  commtt^ 
nication  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  if  he  miglit  1)6 
allowed  so  to  call  him. 

The  House  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  the  ifext  day. 

SIR   JOHN    DUCKWORTH; 

Mr.  Grey  rose,  he  said,  to  petforra  the  most  gml(ftfi 
duty  thfft  had  Qvcr  fallen  to  his  lot ;  and  in  the  perfi)rmancte 
of  that  duty,  he  felt  confident  that  he  might  anticipate  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the  proposition 
which  he  was  about  to  submit ;  he  was  sute  that  no  rnaii 
could  suppose  that  he  went  too  far  in  slating  tliat  he  Was 
jnerely  proposing  to  discharge  the  debt  of  national  gfatt- 
tude.  Speaking  of  Sfr  John  Duckworth's  victory,  although 
it  was  oibtainexl  by  a  superior  force,  still  it  must  be  admittecl, 
in  whatever  view  it  might  be  considered,  that  it  was  fully 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  country,  and  to  hold  a  dls-* 
tin^uished  rank  in  our  naval  annals. .  The  promptitude 
with  which  that  gcdlant  officer  left  his  st^ition  off  Cadia^ 
when  apprized  of  the  sailing  of  the  enemy's  fleet ;  the  po- 
sition that  he  chose  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  them, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  chased  some  part  of  them  in 
the  month  of  December,  although  his  ardent  hope  of  over* 
taking  them  was  not  gratified  ;  the  arrangements  which  be 
made  for  conducting  his  fleet,  and  for  dispatching  intelli- 
gence 
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geiice  to  the  several  quarters  towards  which  the  enemy's  fleet, 
was  likely  to  have  goaei  the  resolutipa  which  Retook,  and* 
the  eagerness  wliich  he  manifested,  to  encounter  the  enemy 
even  at  the  time  when^  according  to  every  xepoxiy  their  force 
was  much  superior  to  ours  ;  the  skill  and  yalour  which  he 
displayed  in  Uie  conduct  of  the  engagement^  and  the  effects 
the  result  is  calculated  to  produce ;  all  combine  to  support 
the  claims  of  Sir  John  Duckworth  to  the  thanks  aiia  td, 
the  praise,  of  his  country.  For  the  particulars  of  the^  at-' 
taqk  he  would  refer  to  this  distinguished  officer's  own'rela- 
tioki.  A  squadron  of  the  enemy's  force  had.  it  appeared, 
contrived  to  escape  the  active  pursuit  of  Sir  J-  Duckivorth. 
lt;^yed  it«elf  from  destruction  by  flight.  But  that  squad- 
ron he  had  no  doubt  was  onlv  re^rved  jto,  forn^  another  trj^-^ 
lunph  fur  our  navy  ./.Of  that  squadron  with  which  Six. 
John  Duckworth  engaged,  every  vessel  .v«^  .qapturcd  05 
destroyed,  with  the  ejfoeptibn  of  these  only  ,w^h  escaped 
by  flight ;  and  it  was  but  justice  to  th&.ch9Ji;a^ter  of  rour 


and  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  was  the  natu^  con^penc^^ 
Tbei  ^cts  of  such  a  victory  at  the  present  crisis,  must  be 
obvious  to  any  man  ca^ble  of  appreciating  its  value.  It 
was  in  every  point  of  view  a  most  importltat  ev^nt,  wb^her 
considered  with  regard  to  our  nominal  character,  or  c(HtLi 
meM^l  interests ;  whether  with  r^ard  to  the  vigorous  pro-^ 
secution  of  war,  or  the  establishment  of  securi^  in  peace«. 
In  whatever  way  the  event  was  examined,  it  would  appear^ 
tliat  .under  the  aid  of  that  Providence  ^hicli  governs  tho 
destini^  of  the  world,  tliis  great  man  had  achieved  a  most 
mat^ial  benefit  for  his  country  ;  and  the  mark  of  royal  ap*^ 
BTO^tion  which  ou^ht  to  attach  to  his  merits,  would  not, 
ne  was  certain^  be  withheld.  The  rig^  honoumble  gentle- 
man, after  apologizing  to  the  House  for  having  solpng  tres- 
passed on  its  attentioii,  in  the  expression  of  bis  private 
leelines  of  regard  and  respect  for  the  distinguished  indi- 
vidual whio  was  the  subject  of  his  piotion,  concluded  with 
moving^ 

1st.  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  to  Ad- 
miral Sir  John  Thomas  Duckworth,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
ik}t  the  distinguished  valour,  ability,  and  conduct,  shewn 
by  him  in  the  action  which  took  place  on  the  5th  of  Fe* 
bruanr,  off  St.  Domingo,  betweea  bis  Majesty's  ships 
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under  Wscoitimand-,  and  a  fleet  of  tlieehemy  ;  in  'whicb 
motion  all  the  enemy's  ships  that  were  of  th^  line  of  battle 
■WcrecHhcr  takeii  or  destroyed.  ' 

Sa.  That  the  tbanks  of  this  Hotisebe  presented  to  Rear- 
Admirals  Cochrane  and  Louis,  and  to  the  several  Cslptains 
^d  officers  of  thefleet,  for  the  bravery  and  good  conduct 
with  whi(5h  they  so  much  contributed  to  Sbe  success  of 
that  day. 

"  3d.  That  this  Htmte  do  highly  approve  of  and  fl:ekttotrJi 
ledge  the  good  cpnduct  of  the  seamen  and  martineron 
bqard  the  fleet  i.ii  Ihe  said  action. 

• :  These  resolnticms  were  carried  netn.  fHs^ntietit^^  . 

.Mr.  Grey-hen  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do  sf^lV  flic 
&Lid  rcsolutlonfi  to*  Admiral  Sit  John  Thoma^  Ducftw^rth, 
and  to  Adnrirah  Cochrane  atod  Eo\iis;  that  thejr^'tiofiglit  be 
^nmuniqat^ t6,  the  •f5cers','  seattien,  and  mftrmes.  *  * 
*'  This  rcsoMioki  Was  also  catried  unanimouslv. 

-"Mr.  Roste'obscrvjMij  that  it  oujAt  f6be'  added^  tlfat  the 
^ips  how'tek^n  br  d^froyed  formed' a  part  of  thcr  109* 
^f^  of  tw  fine.  Which  the  enemy'  had  lost,  ip  ci^ps^a^cti 
df  uie  sy^^tem  ^  adopted  by  the  adnnnistraiiDn^ which  Intel/ 

w?nt  6ut  of ddR*. 

:  •'    V /  ....... 

MrJ  Whitbread  reported  that  he  bad'pMdQted  la  4ie 
House'  of  Lords  the  replication  of  the  Commons  tot  the 
ati^Mrer  delivered  by  Lojd  Melville  4o the  last  article' of-iiii-* 
peachment* 

'  Ordered,  on  the  lotion  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  thut  a«  ad<^ 
dress  should  be  presented  tohis  Majesty,  praytog  fat^cmy 
of  the' second  report  of  the  conmiusioners  fop  retisingtne 
civil  affairs  of  the  navy.  * 

A  message  from  the  -ords  stated,  that  thdr.Ioidship^  hud 
appointedTuesday,  the^th  of  April,  for  the  trial  ot  Lord 
Viscounl  MeHrille,  at  the  bar  of  thrtr^own  House,  and  that 
Hrrangements  would  be  made  at  the'stiid  bar  for  the  convex- 
nience  of  the  manaserB  of  said  impeaichment,  &c/ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread^  it  was  ordered,  that 
managers  should  be  appointed — and  that  those  manageN 
should  consist  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepaid  the 
articles  of  Imwtchment.  .Also  that  Joseph  Ka^e  and 
John  Winter,  Esqrs.  should  be  appointed  solicitors  £»- At 
conduct  of  the  said  impeachment. 

Mt.  WhUbr^ad  poe^poned  till  tlie  next  day  hit  Motieeof 
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a  moUoa  for  the  attendance  of  a  qommittee  pf  the  whole 
House,  upon  tfaelrial  of  Lord  Mcuvillc,  in  order  tb  con- 
venience a  right  hpnourubie  geiitteman  who  was  pahfi 
cuIarly„htQr^ted'in  \\^  question,' an.d  ijrhp  ^puld  Aot  at- 
tend on,  th^s  d^ay.^   .  '     ,['      I  .     . 

Mt.'  l^ox  called  the.attentipn  oif  the  House.to  the  delay 
whicU  had  taken  place  in  the  arrival  of  tlie  refairn  for  thft 
last  election  of  Wat^ffdrd:  '  Had  this  j'etiurn,  he  observed^ 
been  forwarded!  to  Dublin  indue  time,  it  niusthave  reach- 
ed thdt  House  befbif^  Ww.'  This  delay  wa^  rftth^r  e:ttraor- 
dinary,  an4  there  were  strong  surmises  that  it  was  not  at  all 
aeci(|einat.  \i  present,-  however,  'he  did  not  mean  to  do 
Kkdre  than  to  morve  tHW  the  Deputy  Cterk  of  the  Crowi 
should  be ^11^  to  the  "bar,  and.  askpd  whether  he  had  re^ 
ccitefl  the  last  return  fcr  Waeterford  ?  If  he  should  ansifrer 
iiy  the  motive,  the  ti^t  hononrable  gentleman  gave  notice 
that  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  imove,  on  Thursday,  iii 
order  to  come  ai  the  CMiae  t>f  such  irregularity,  that  the 
sherid*  of  Waierford should  aitead  at  titetiar. 

"  According  to  order,  the  deputy  clerk  attended  forth- 
with at  the  bar,  and  to  a  question  from  the  Speaker,  whe- 
ther he  had  rQdeire^  llie  list  return  .for  Waterford,  answer- 
ed in  the  negative* 

Mr*  Fox  accordingly  gave  his  ndticS  fpt  Thursday. 

Mh  H^AdWtctoe  postponed  till  Friday,  'the  motion  Tor 
papers  rdative  to  tlie -wabob^  Oude,  m*  which  he  had 
given  noticef  fcMT  this  day .    ' 

Mn.  C»  Wynne  mwe^  the  ^ttier  consideration  of  tiUe 
i>ubU|ip<tvint^  bilk     :  .  V  ., 

General  Loftus  complained  of  the  hardsMpnvhich  thiq 
pla¥t4igbea)rdof  PuUi^^UjSbred  in  pQn^oq^encc  of  the  svs- 
peR^(m%*XlttRiH{|fdwj(9k^^an^  tl\^ 

suRp«!ii^iQdtiali^(d^!^,t1|eif7C^ais^  .        ;         .., 

Mr.  C.  Wynne  begged  gentlemen  to  understand  tl^^t 
thi$  hilL4i4  not^t.aUJVflfect  the  question  betw^n  Lqrd 
fli^r^^tif^,  and;|KePay^  as  the  oig>ct  of  thia^Ul 

was  to  grant  acertaiflusW  rttpi<>"!?y  fpr  {Jbf  pa'rilig,  oleahs-^ 
IDg,  and  lighting  of'the  streets  of  DubllrrT*      '  •      ,  •  *  •   - 

Lord  De  Blaquiere  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Paving  Board,. 

•f^af  Vje^he  was  a  member ;  and  requested  the  House,  before 
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tliey  passed  this  bill,  to  lake  time  deliberately  to  ponder  for 
a  single  moment  (a general  laugh). 

Mr.  J.  Latouche  vindicated  the  conduct  of  Lord  Hard- 
wicke,  who  suspended  the  Paring  Board  in  consequence  of 
thi»  report  of  a  commission  of  inquiry;  ^hich  report  con- 
tained many  and  strong  charges  of  malversation  against 
.  jthat  board.  But  this  report  would  besoon  laid  before  the 
House,  and  gentlemen  would  then  te  enabled  to  judge  of 
Lord  liardwicke's  conduct,  and  of  the  character  of  those 
vho  complained  of  him. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  this  day 
three  weeks. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Cam  of 
Good  ilope  trade  bill.  Agreed  to,  and  tl\e  bill  was  ordered 
to  he  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. ,. 

Oa  the  motion  of  I^ord  Hcpry  ,Pqtty,  Mr.  Leigh  was 
added  to  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  joint 
accounts *of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

'   Mr.  Fellows  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  Thursday,  re- 
lative to  the  residence  of  the  clergy. — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,   MARCH  26.  '     ^ 

'  In  an  appeal  from  Scotland,  Johnson  and  others  D».Scote 
and  another,  Mr.  Perceval  and  IVJr.  Alexander  were  heard 
on  behalf  of  the  appellants.  Thq-fu^rthcr  hearing  was  de- 
ferred till  the  next  a  ay . 

The  10,500^000/.  and  1,500,0007.  exchequer  bills 
bills,  the  spirit  excise  duties  bil),  and  the  felon^s  troins- 
portation  bill,  ,were  read  a  second  time^  and  committed  for 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from-  t%c  office  of  the  secretary  for  Ireland, 
presented  several  Accounts  and  papers  pubvant  Yo  tfi^  act 
of  the.  44Ui  Geo.  llh  which  were  ordareA  to  Ke  on  the 
table,   ■  '  \  '^  '  i      ,,   .^:  .. 

Mr.  Lascelles  and  several  other  membek  of  the  House 
qf  Commons,  brought  up  three  private  bills,  which' Were 
severally  read  a  j^ttime.    Adjotirned,  *; 
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HOUSE  OP   COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,   MARCH  26. 

Mr.  King  took  (he  oaths  and  his  seat,  as  member  for 
Enniskillea. 

A  bill  was  brought,  m  for  erecting  the  Philanthro-i 
pic  Society  for  the  education  of  cnildrcn  of  felons, 
into  a  corporation*;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time.  / 

A  person  from  theoffice  of  the  chi'^f  secretary  for  Ireland^ 
presented  an  account  of  all  offices  granted  in  reversion  in 
that  country.  AUo  of  all  offices  granted  to  two  or  -more 
persons  for  concurrent  lives. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  person  from  the  Excise  Office  presented  an  account  of 
the  duties  on  malt  for  two  years,  ending  the  5th  January 
1806. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Burdon  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regulating 
.the  admeasurement  of  coals  sea-borne. — Read  a  nr$t  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr*  Vansittart  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
enabling  the  government  of  Ireland  to  issue  treasury  bills 
on  the  credit  of  such  aids  and  supplies  as  already  have  or 
may  be  granted  for  the  service  of  the  year  1805-6. 

The  estimates  for  New  South  Wales  and  the  Plantations, 
and  the  estimate  of  the  sums  necessarj-^  for  paying  the  inter- 
est of  three  millions  due  to  tlie  Bank,  were  referred  to  the 
committee  of  supply.  And  the  House  having  gone  into 
said  committee,  the  estimates  were  voted. 

After  a  conversation  between  Mr.  Tieraey  and  Mr.  Van- 
sittart, in  which  the  latter  gentleman  having  complimented 
the  Bank  of  England  on  the  liberality  with  which  they 
had  acted  in  prmonging  the  term  of  payment  of  the  three 
millions  due  to  it  by  government,  and  that  at  a  reduced 
interest  of  three  per  cent., 

Mr.  Tiemey  maintained  that  nothing  could  have  been 
more  illiberal  than  the  manner  in  which  the  Bank  had  acted 
from  the  beginning  -j.and  to  talk  of  their  liberality  now^ 
when  they  weie  charging  government  with  three  per  cent.  . 
ii^torert  on  a  ^m  due  loHhem,  was  highly  ridiculous  ; 
when  it  was  considered  that  this  accommodation  did  not 
cost  theiBank.one  farthing  beyond  thepapcr  on  which  the 
motes  were  printed ; 
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The  resolutions  were  then  agreed  to,  and  the  report  or- 
dered to  be.  received  thr  next  aay. 

Lord  Ossulst^n  acqnnnted  the  House  that  his  Majesty 
had  been  waited  on  with  Ihe  iddress  of  the  House,  and  bad 
been  graciously  plba^^ed  to  order,  that,  agreeably  to  their 
desire,  the  proper  officer  do  lay  before  them  a  return  of  all 
grantjj  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

.      .  CAPE  OF  GOOB  HOPB.' 

Mr.  Yansittart  moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Cape  of 
Goocl  Hope  trade  regulation  bill,  which,  afl^^r  a  few  words 
from  Mr,  W  hitsheti  Keene,  was  fread  a  third  time.  On  Ihd 
question  being  put  that  the  bill  do  pass. 

Lord  Garlies  rose,  and  took  thd  opportOnity  of  In* 
quiring  of  ministers  if,  while  the  Ho^ise  was  availing 
itself  of  every  opportunity  to  express  its  sen»*  of  the  bm* 
very  and  meritorious  service  of  pur  gallant  defenders,  no 
fiotice  was  to  be  taken  of  the  brilliant  achfeVeraefits  in  Ihis 
quarter.  He  was  the  more  inclined  to  wish  that  'same  sUeh 
step  might  be  adoptixl,  as  he  found  the  principal  credit  of 
Ihe  bnsiftesS  belonged  to  the  military. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  ii<^ 
^ch  measure  was  then  in  agitatioTf,  nor  did  he  see  bowii 
properly  could  till  the  conquest  of  the  island  was  oom^ 
pleted.  The  bill  was  then  passed.  On  the  q«estk)n  that 
this  be  the  title  of  tlic  bill, 

Lord  Castlereagb  observed,  that  the  thanks  of  that 
House  for  the  successes  in  Egypt  were  not  delayed  till  (he 
final  issue  of  the  campaign.  It  was  for  ministers  to  judge 
of  this  subject,  but  lie  thought  the«uccess  already  sueh, 
Itt  justified  them  in  taking  t^  sense  of  the  Hoase  ^  to  iti 
propriety. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  explained. 

Genera!  Tarleton  thought  the  issne  of  the  campaign 
£ouId  haye  no  effect  on  the  question,  wfa^th^r  the  troops 
engnged  on  this  service  Were  ot  were  not  entitled  to(  thanks 
Ibr  the  services  already  •p^rfbnnM  l>y  tKfem;  If  ^  lafger 
force  rtf  the  ehemy  i^tte 'tO  land  on  the  island,  and  Ui 
forte  them  to  abandon  the  advantages  they  had  ali^ady 
^fffed,  gtiH  thfeOTidd  not  tarn^h  thfe  «AWol^r  theyh«A 
acquired  f^  thdt  past  disfftiy  of  bravery;  ■     ' 

Lord  Henry*Petty^w?w  setry  tatail  thpTibwrarabfe  geiw 
tleman  to  order.  '  •" :    '->'   '     * 

General  Tarleton  persisting, 
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7he  Speakef  said  th^t  ihe  Hmim  would  observe,  Hlw 
question  bdfote  thetn  was,  >^  That  this  be  the  title  aitha 
bill."  .  •  '  ^. 

'  When  after  a  few^ words  fatther  from  General  Tarktmiy 
the  title  was  ligreed  to^  and  the  bill  ordered  to  .be  «eat  to 
the  Lords.  .         ' 

The  'Secretary  at  War  presented  tjie  return  of  the  dtffieiv 
ent  vokmteer  corps.— Ordtred  to  be  printed. 

'  On  the  motion  of  the  lUtomey  General^  ^he  order  of  tbo 
day  for'tbe4$ou0e  goii^g  into  acomnuUoeon  thewitBCBsea? 
bill,  was  discharged  and  ordered  to  stand  £ot  Tuesday, 
rhe  13th  of.ii^^  month ;  the  learned  gentlemaki  stAting 
that  it  was  Jiis  in^entioA  to  ]put  the  House  in  posseseioa  of 
sMie  iiiformfttianon  tfae;Hib3ect. 

ThclAttortiey  Gonorol  then  gaye  noiice.of  his  intention 
lo^indve  fopii  committee  to  searckthe  joumak  pfihc  Lox^ 
tiA  thi^'  subject* 

I/EVT  BVIKASSB. 

.Mr.  YoAc  seeing  the  right  honourable  the  Secretary  of 
Statb  in  bi9  place,  wished  to  ask  f f  there  would  be  any  ob^ 
jbction  to  laying  before  the  House  an  abitract  of  the  re* 
turns  from  tne  different  counties,  of  the  number  of  men 
raie^  under  the  levy  en  masse  act  ? 

Mr.  Fox  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  at  present  to  say^ 
'  whether  or  not  there  might  be  any  objection  to  the  mo* 
iion. 

Mr.  Yorke  then  gare  notice  pf  bis  motion  for  the 
next  day. 

8TATB  OP  THB  MltlTART  DEFENCE. 

.  General  Tarlcton  gaye  notice  of  his  intention  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  House  adjourning  for  the  £ri:^er  holidays^ 
lb  submit  to  the  House  a  motion  on  the  state  of  the  military 
defence  of  the  Country,  particularly  on  the  ^defence  act> 
provided  this  subject  was  not,  in  the  mean  time,  taken  up 
in  another  quarter.  He  then  fixed  that  day  se'nnight  for 
this  purpose. 

liORO  MEI.VILLB'8  IMPEACHMENT. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  the  orders  of  the 
House  the  preceding  day^  on  the  subject  of  Lord  Melville's 
Jun^eachment,  were  read.  The  honourable  gentlenuin  then 
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said,  tbat  the  motion  of  wliich  he  had  given  notice  for  tjie 
House  being  present  on  the  triftl.in.a  cpmouttee  o^  tlio 
whole  House^  he  considened  to  be  so  much  a  matter  of 
course^  that  it  was  with  extreme  <  surprize  he  jfirst  learned 
that  any  opposition  was  meant  to.be  made  to  it.  It  w^ 
so  completely  incomprdiensible  to  him  what  could  te 
urged  against  his  present  motion,  that  he  should  not  think 
it  necessary  now  to  endeavour  to  anticipate  what  might  be 
said,  but  hoped  the  Hou^iet  would  indulge  him  with  a  few 
words  in  answer  to  any  which  might  be  advanced  on  the 
oUkex  side.  He  then  moved  that  the  House'  be  present  at 
ihe  trial  of  Loni  Viscount  Melville^  as  a  committaeiof  the 
whole  House. 

Mr.  Robert  Dundas  said,  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
maiung  his  present  motion,  might  not  perhaps  be  awarr 
that  its  effects  would  be,  to  necessitate  the  House  of  Lord^ 
ta  address  his  Majesty  for  having  Westminster  Hall  fitjted 
«p  for  the  purpose  of  their  proceeding  \o  trial.  ThM^ 
however,  bein^  the  case,  he  trusted  he  migbtjbe  entitled  to^ 
say  a  few  words  on  the  subject,  by  which  he  hoped  to  be 
mble  to  make  it  appear,  not  only  that  such  a  step  would 
load  to  the  highest  inconvenience,  but  would,  perh^9ijpi$t,l)e 
the  source  of  gross  injustice  and  oppression,  by  the,  dday 
and  expence  which  such  a  proceeding  wpuld  produce* 
Whenever  any  question  occurred,  in  whiph  it  might  be 
necessary  for  the  House  of  Lords -to  deliberate,  aU  that 
.would  be  reauircd,  if  the  trial  proceeded  in  their  own 
House,  woula  be  for  the  managers  to  retire  till  the  Ques- 
tion was  discussed.  But  if  the  trial  procec^ded  in  West- 
minster Hall,  the  Lords  would  be  obliged,  on  every  such 
occasion,  to  retire  to  theit  own  House ;  and  if  they  con- 
tinued debating  till  near  the. usual  hour  of  adjournment, 
there  would  be  little  chance  of  tlieir  returning  to  the  Hall 
that  day.  In  this  way  it  was  a  fact,  that  that  no  less  than 
two  or  three  days  of  delay  would  take  place  in  the  one 
case,  for  one  in  the  other.  He  trussed  he  did  not  a^k  too 
much  of  the  House  in  hoping,  that  in  the  pursuit  of  jus- 
tice they  would  not  be  guilty  of  oppression — that  they 
would  not  adopt  a  mode  of  trial  which  would  be  vexatious 
in  point  of  .time,  and  ruinous  in  pmnt  of  expence.  He 
thought  the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  warn  the  House  against  the  adoption  of  a  propo* 
sition  like  the  present.    He  had  no  doubt  the  managers 
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would  condact  the  case  with  all  the  expedition  in  their 
Jpower ;  biit  it  would  not  be  in  their  power,  or  in  that  of 
the  accused,  t6  do  so  in  Westminster  Hall.  The  right 
Jbonourable  gentleman  hifns^lf  (Mr.  Whitbread)  unques** 
tionably,  in  his  opening  speech  against  Lord  Melville^ 
alluded  to  an  impeachment  to  be  tried  in  the  House  of 
liords,  and  hk  reierring  to  the  case  of  Lord  Mafcclesfield 
was  a  sufficient  proof  of  this.  He  trdsted  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  now  depart  from  that  idea,  and  revert 
to  the  other  more  severe,  inconvenient,  and  oppressive 
mode.  The  case  of  Lord  l^acclesfield,  on  which  the  ho- 
,  nourablc  gentleman  had  dwelt,  was  tried  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  It  occupied  only  twenty-one  days  \  and 
the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  was  tried  in  Westminster 
Hall,  lasted  for  eight  sessions.  Though  the  accused  had 
Tiere  preferred  impeachment  to  criminal  prosecution,  he 
nopea  tie  honourable  gentleman  would  not  now  tura 
round  on  him  and  deny  to  him  the  mode  of  trial  which  ho 
himself  had  oiice  pointed  at,  and  insist  on  one  much  mofie 
'oppressive  in  its  nature  and  effect.  The  matter  might 
'occiir  to  him  (Mr.  Dundas)  more  forcibly  than  to  other 
"ihctnbers  of  the  House,  but  he  hoped  the  House  would 
'excuse  him  in  stating  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  wa« 
in  possesion  of  am]^\e  dooumenis  to  instruct,  that  the  pri- 
vate fortune  of  the  individual  here  accused,  was  not  ade- 
'i^te  to  the  support  of  an  expensive  trial ;  and  when  equal 
justice,' and  before  the  same  tribunal,  might  be  procured 
at  a  smaller  expence,  he  submitted  that  it  could  never  be 
the  wish  of  the  House,  or  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  io 

furchase  it  at  a  greater  expence  to  the  party  accused.  The 
ohourable  member  declared  that  he  should  not  press  the 
inatter  to  a  division,  if  the  sense  of  the  House  seemed 
-'to  be  against  him,  as  the  matter  might  strike  him  differ- 
entljr  from  what  it  might  occur  to  others.  He  concluded 
by  cautioning  the  House,  in  their  search  after  substantial 
justice,  not  to  go  into  the  extreme  of  substantisd  injus- 
tice. 

Mr.  Tiemej/  said,  that  when  theHousc  had  at  last  come 
to  the  resolution  of  impeachment,  he  had  trusted  that  no 
farther  question  on  the  subject  would  have  been  introduced. 
He  was  far  from  wishing  to  sav  any  thing  that  might  hurt 
the  feelings  of  Lord  Melville;  and  he  could  not  help 
bearinj^his  testimony  to  the  strict  propriety  with  which  the 
honourtibl^  gentleman  who  opposed  the  motion  Jiad  con- 
Vox..  I.  1805-6.  dV  ducted 
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ductal  himself,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  discussion  ; 
but  he  was  coufidentthe  House  cauld  not  hcs.itate  to  adopt 
the  motlou  before  them.  The  substantial  ends  of  justice 
inifi^ht,  indeed,  be  attained  by  atrial  at  the  bar  ofthc  Ilouse 
4Df  Lords,  but  not  with  the  same  satisfaction  to  the  public 
raiud.  Hehad  always  preferred  the  trial  by  impeachment, 
as  more  applicable 'to  the  high  rank  of  the  person  accused, 
and  the  nature  of  the  charges  brought  against  him  ;  and 
for  the  same  reason,  he  thought  that  the  trial  should  be 
conducted  with  every  possible  solemnity,  so  that  the  pub- 
lic might  be  convinced  that  no  rank  or  station,  however 
high,  could  protect  any  man  from  a  solemn  decision.  The 
I)ublic  expected  this  solemn  trial,  attended  with  every 
degree  of  publicity,  and  would  not  be  satisfied  without 
it.  With  regard  to  its  bearing  hard  on  the  private  for- 
tune of  Lord  Melville,  a  similar  ple«i  had  been  urged  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  but  it  had  not  been  listened  to  by  the  House* 
The  honourable  gentleman  also  complained  of  the  delay 
that  would  en^ie  ;  but  this  Ilouse  would  not  be  account- 
.able  for  any  delay  that  might  take  place.  The  House 
were  prepared  to  establish  their  charges,  and  such  coin> 

{faints  might  be  addressed  with  more  propriety  to  another 
louse.  In  feet,  all  the  difference  m  respect  \o  lime, 
'between  a  trial  in  Westminster  Hall,  arid  one  at  the  bar  c^ 
the  House  of  Lords,  would  merely,  be  in  their  lordships 
travelling  at  times  between  the  Hall  arid  their  own  House. 
He  concluded,  by  giving  his  support  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bankes  could  see  nothuig  to  persuade  the  House  to 
do  that  in  Lord  Melville's  case,  whicn  it  had  found  so  in- 
convenient in  that  of  Mr.  Hastings.  In  the  counse  of  that 
trial  the  delay  was  disgraceful,  and  the  expenceintolerable. 
lie  ha^i  all  alon^  1)een  against  sending  any  accused  persou 
to  be  tried  in  Westmirniter-Hall,  if  any  other  place  coul^ 
be  found  where  the  ends  of  justice  could  be  obtained  ;  and 
he  had  formerly  contended  against  takipg  this  case  froiii 
the  ordinary  course  of  law.  He  was  sorry  when  the  Hous& 
Jiad  come  to  a  different  determination ;  but  he  still  hbpecl 
that  they  would  not  adopt  thai  mode  of  trial,  which,  ia 
the  case  of  Mr.  Hastings,  had  done  them  no  credit.  Every 
end  of  justice  would  be  fidly  answered  by  a  trial  at  the  bar 
of  the  Lords,  while  the  solemnity,  the  dignity,  'and  de- 
corum requisite  on  such  an  occasion,  were  liable  to  \)o  m- 
terrupted  in  the  promiscuous  assemblage  at  Westi^inster- 
Hall.  Was  the  case  of  Lord  Maccles&^Id  of  less  import- 
3  ancc 
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ance  than  the  present  ?  Were  the  feelings  of  the  public 
less  interested  by  it,  and  less  roused  on  that  occasion  ? 
But  in  his  case,  a  trial  in  Westminster-Hall  was  not 
thought  necessary.  An  honourable  gentleman  had  said, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  satisfy  the  expect<itions  of  the  pub- 
lic ;  but  if  they  expected  any  thing  beyond  the  distribution 
of  justice,  he  did  not  see  how  they  were  entitled  to  be  satis- 
fied. But  it  might  be  said,  that-thcy  looked  forward  to 
a  great  public  spectacle;  lie  believed,  ho\njTer,  that  the 
public  now  hekl  such  spectacles  in  abhorrence.  The 
trial  of  Mr.  Hastings  had  completely  disgusted  them 
with  such  exhibitions.  If  the  twenty-one  days  trial  of 
Jjord  Macclesfield  were  compared  with  that,  wliich  lasted 
«ight  sessions  of  parliament,  it  would  be  easy  to  see  which 
deserved  the  preference.  The  various  necessary  delays 
that  must  ensue,  and  the  time  that  must  be  consumed  in  a 
thousand  ways,  were  all  arguments  against  a  trial  in  West- 
minster-Hall. Even  the  money  that  might  be  necessary  to 
fit  up  the  Hall,  slould  not  Ibe  lightly  thrown  away  at  the 

E resent  moment.  We  were  so  much  in  the  habit  of  voting 
ir^e  sums,  that  small  sums  lost  their  importance,  and 
dwmdled  into  insignificance ;  but  the  present  was  a  period 
which  called  loudly  for  every  degree  of  parsimony  con^ 
fiistent  with  the  public  service.  Neither  ought  the-  indi- 
vidual, who  is  the  object  of  impeachment,  to  be  loaded 
with  one  shilling  of  unnecessary  expencc.  On  all  these 
grounds  he  opposeid  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gen« 
tleman. 

JLord  Folkestone  contended,  that  it  was  un&ir  to  con- 
trast the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings  with  that  of  Lord  Mac* 
dlesfield,  or  to  ascribe  the  great  length  of  the  former  ' 
to  the  time  cSnsumed  in  the  forms  attendant  on  such 
a  mode  of  trial.  It  was  owing  to  very  different  circum- 
stances ;  to  the  variety  of  the  charges  brought  against 
him,  and  the  complicate  nature  of  the  evidence  by 
which  they  were  supported*  It  was  a  principle  of  the 
constitution,  that  all  trials  should  be  conducted  in  as 
public  and  open  a  manner  as  possible;  and  surely  this 
principle  operated  with  the  greatest  force  in  the  case 
of  an  impeachment.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  very 
circumstances  which  occasion  delay  may  be  important^ 
as  giving  solemnity  and.  publicity  to  the  trial.  For 
these  reasons,  he  wished  it  to  be  conducted  in  Wcstmin- 
Iter-Hall. 
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Lord  H.  Pett^y  though  he  differed  in  opinion  from  an 
lionourable  gentleman  ivho  had  preceded  the  noble  lord, 
jet  was  not  surprised  at  the  arguments  he  had  adyancecK 
He  had  originally  opposed  the  mode  of  trial  by  impeach- 
Bienty  and  might  therefore  be  consistent  now  in  resisting  a 
trial  in  Westminster-Hall ;  but  io  hear  those  who  bad  pre-- 
ferred  impeachment,  from  the  consideration  of  the  rank  of 
Lord  Melville^  and  the  nature  of  theofiencemith  which  he 
was  charged,  concur  in  the  arguments  of  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  opposing  now  theancientand  const  itntional 
mode  of  conductmg  that  impeachment,  was  rather  extra* 
ordinary.  The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes)  had 
said,  that  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings  reflected  disgrace  on 
the  House.  He,  for  his  part,  was  not  aware  of  any  such  dis« 
grace,  though  he  had  heard  it  had  been  attended  with  much 
'inconvenience.  The  present  case,  he  said,  differed  widely 
from  that  of  Mr.  Hastings.  Here  all  the  charges,  and  all 
tJie  evidence  adduced  in  their 'support,  ^o^e  distinctly  ott 
one  point.  He  contended,  that  if  the  House  did  not  agree 
to  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend^  it  would  amount 
to  a  declaration,  that  all  the  ancient  and  constitutional 
forms  of  impeachment  were  impracticable.  The  expend 
attendant  on  this  mode  of  trial  had  been  stated  as  an  objec*- 
tion  against  it.  It  was  not  the  expence  of  p?\per  J^at  might 
be  consumed,  or  of  benches  that  might  b^^*cted ;  TJ^SKP^ 
want  of  those  constitutional  enquiries  into  misapjJioati^iij^* 
of  the  public  money ^  that  could  ever  prove  ruinpas|to:.^d:  • 
eountry.  It  might  soon  be  his  lot  to  phoj^bse  an  augmcifi--^;'' 
tation  of  the  puolic  burdens,  and  he  trusted  he  might  be  '- 
'  allowed  to  feel,  that  the  people  should  be  invited  to  every 
species  of  enquiry,  and  obtain  every  degree  of  knowledge 
with  regard  to  its  disposal.  They  were  entitled  to  that  ta* 
tisfaction  which  they  must  feel  from  seeing  that  their  inte- 
rests were  attended  to.  With  regard  to  the  expence  it  would 
occasion  to  tlie  person  accused,  he  was  convinced  it  would 
be  smaH.  At  any  rate^  its  amount  mi^ht  make  a  fit  subject 
£3r  consideration  in  that  House,  either  in  the  event  of  his  ac- 
quittal or  condemnation.  The  first  object  which  the  House 
should  have  in  view  was  the  attainment  of  justice  ;  open, 
clear,  and  public  justice.  To  this  every  inferior  conside- 
vation  should  give  Way.  He  was  confident  that  tlie  people 
woqld  take  the  most  decided  interest  in  the  discussions,  and 
he  thought  that  the  public  anxiety  should  be  gratified  as 
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much  as  possible.  For  these  reasons  he  sapporied  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Rose  had  voted  for  the  impeachment  in  preference 
to  a  trial  in  an  inferior  court ;  but  nc  had  then  imagined  it 
would  be  conducted  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Jjords,  after 
the  precedent  of  Lord  Macclesfield.  Every  end  of  public 
jiistice  would  in  that  way  be  attained  in  a  fifth  part  of  th# 
t>nie.  He  thouQ^ht  the  noble  lord  had  spoken  m  too  de* 
2>ponding  a  tone  of  the  finances  of  the  country.  In  his  opi-» 
nion,  the  resources  of  the  country  were  abundant,  and 
fully  sufficient  to  meet  every  exigence. 

Lord  H.  Pttty^  in  explanation,  said,  that  he  had  not 
.spoken  in  gloomy  language  of  the  financial  prospects  of 
the  country.  He  had  said,  that  the  country  could  only  be 
ruined  by  a  want  of  principle  in  those  who*  directed  its  r<> 
sources. 

Mr.  Whiihread  wished  to  say  a  few  words,  in  reply  toi 
the  objections  which  had  been  made  to  his  motion.  An 
honourable  member,  for  whose  conduct  in  the  whole  of  this 
bu^iuess  he .  had  takLen  every  opportunity  to  express  the 
^r^^itest  respect,  had  appealed  to  the  coni;)assion  of  the 
House,  and  had  complainal  of  the  oppression  and  vexation 
which  a  public  trial  would  cause.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
was  however  intended.  It  was  only  wished,  that  the  trial 
should  be  conducted  with  all  that  solemnity  and  publicity 
which  had  been  the  uniform  practice  in  this  country.  The 
arguments  against  idle  expencc,  and  an  unnecessary  audi- 
ence, would  go  to  shut  the  courts  of  justice  altogether 
a^inst  the  public,  and  thus  deprive  our  mode  of  admi- 
nistering justice  of  that  publicity,  which  is  one  of  its 
greatest  boasts.  Those  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  im- 
peachment in  preference  to  a  less  solemn  trial,  must  have 
had  it  in  contemplation,  that  it  would  be  conducted  in 
Westminster-Hall.  This  had  been  the  uniform  practice 
^ver  since  the  Restoration,  except  in  the  case  of  Lord  Mac- 
clesfield, {n  his  case  also,  a  ver^  long  protest  was  entered 
against  the  innovation.  Was  it  not  to  be  supposed  that 
every  member  of  this  House  would  wish  to  attend  on  so 
important  an  occasion  ?  But  have  they  this  in  their  power, 
if  the  trial  take  place  in  the  House  of  Lords  ?  Surelv  not. 
It  had  l)een  said  that  that  House  had  been  enlargecl  since 
Jjord  Macclesfield's  time ;  but  surely  the  numl)er  of  the 
Commons  bad  increased  in  proportion.  As  to  what  some 
,gcntlc4nen  seemed  to  be  so  much  afraid  of,  whea  they  said^' 
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Let  usnot  go  fothe  exprnce  of  fitting  up  West miiister-I lull ! 
he  (li(!  (lot  tlyi  the  same  fears',  ancf  should  advise,  that  they 
sho!il(l  ^o  to  theex|K*nce  of  fitting  up  Westminster-Hall, 
••ii>  he  th  »ngiit  the  biinplc  question  witli  regard  to  which  of 
the  pbn*s  llie  trial  should  Ik  hehl  at,  ought  only  to  be, 
vhich  of  the  two  pia<vs  would  hold  tlie  greater  number  of 
pcoj^lt"  ?  w  !iloh  of  liii'in  w  auhl  give  the  greater  publicity  to 
the  trial  ?  h  was  c.Mtaiuly  not  the  wish  of  the  managers  to 
give  j>u!)lic  ity  to  any  o'.hcr  species  of  ii^ormation  which 
they  had  n'^cehsp.rily  collected  in  the  course  of  their  exami- 
nation; hut  what  bore  directly  on  the  charges  they  bad 
preferred  against  iiOn!  Melville,  ought  to  be  made  as  public 
«.s  possible.  If  there  was  .such  an  anxiety  in  the  public  to 
^Jit^ar  tlic  impeachnunt  of  Lord  Macclesfield,  that  the 
House  of  T;ords  was  not  suificicnt  to  accommodate  them, 
there  might  he,  rx]v<  <(  1  to  be  at  least  equal'anxiety  to  hear 
the  trial  of  I-ord  Melville,  who  had  held  nearly  the  same 
rank  aj>  a  minister,  a  peer^  and  a  privy  counsellor,  and 
•who  was  charged  w  1th  offences  of  nearly  a  similar  nature. 
He  thought  that  every  individual  woidd  be  anxioas  to  be 
nr*5>ent  at  such  a  trial.  If  it  should  appear  that  Lord. 
Melville  wro.  innocent,  it  would  be  proper  that  his  inno^ 
cence  should  be  proved  in  the  most  solemn  and  public 
manner;  and  if  he  should  be  guilty,  that  the  managers 
should  be  enabled  to  prove  that  guilt  in  the  face  of  the  a.v» 
eeniblevl  nation.  For  this  reason  he  thought,  that,  wrheu* 
ever  tliere  was  an  impeachment  by  the  House  of  Commons^ 
it  should  he  carried  on  in  Westminster-Hall.  The  object 
was  to  a^scertain  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  party  accused 
in  t!)e  most  public  and  solemn  manner. 

Mr.  IVrn.  Dumias  would  not  allege  that  it  was  possible 
fc)r  him  to  be  altogether  impartial  on  this  subject,  but  lis 
was  at  a  loss  to  see  how  the  ends  of  public  justice  could  ba 
better  promoted  by  having  the  trial  in  Westminster-Hall^ 
it  wa,s  the  very  essence  of  jiLstice  that  it  should  not  bedila- 
tory,  and  that  it  cause  as  little  vexation  or  oppression  as 
vas*  possible.  It  was  a  maxim  of  our  law,  thatevi?ry  man 
was  to  be  presumed  innocent,  until  his  guilt  were  proved, 
nnl  iherefire  lie  had  a  right  to  presume  Lord  Melville  to 
be  innocent  of  what  he  had  l)een  charged  with.  If  so,  the 
coijsoqtience  of  a  long-protracted  impeachment  would  be 
to  bring  inevitable  ruin,  and  an  age  of  poverty  and  want 
upon  an  innocent  man  ;  bnl  even  if  he  were  not  allowredto 
make  Ihib  sup})o^ition,  he  should  ask,  was  it  fair,  was  it  ge- 
nerous 
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nerous  or  just,  that  Lord  Melville,  whose  political  life . 
(iiidependant  of  that  matter  now  alleged  against  him) 
was  known  to  b^  marked  with  public  services,  shoultl  bi 
consigifed  to  an  age  of  poverty  and  want,  merely  l)ecause 
one  place  for  the  trial  TOi<^ht  aflbrd  something  tnore  pu))- 
licity  than  another  ?  An  honourable  gentleman  had  miic!, 
that  the  House  shoitld  tAkean  example  from  tlu^  trial  of 
Hastings  ;  but  could  it  be  forgotten,  that  that  trinl,  with 
the  dchy  and  expence  attending  it,  had  been  ever  since  con- 
sidered a  foul  stigma  and  ft  disgrace  to  the  laws  of  England? 
This  was  declarcil"  ui^on  a  late  occasion  by  the  judge-ad- 
vobate,  whom  he  did  not  now  sec  in  his  place,  \s  ith  greater 
force  and  authority  than  he  could  give,     HcMislied  that 
ri«?bt  honourable  gentleman  had  been  then  preseirt  to  repeat 
what  he' had  before-said  upon  that  subject.     luthe  mode 
ttut  was- now  proposed,  after  the  example  of  Jla^tingsS 
'    trial,  it  wotdd  be  evident  that  Lord  Melville,  whether  iu-  * 
•nocent?  or  guiKy,   must  meet  the  severe  prrni^hrncnt  of 
poverty  and  want,  which  the  expence  of  this  trial*  must 
nebessUHly  occasion. 

'Tlfr:  PercrcalvfOuU  not  detain  the  House  mv^j  minutes 
X^k^r^  was -a  a^  for  the  question)  ;  but*  he  had  a  public 
<diaty  to  perform  in  saying  something  up<m  this  quebtion. 
If 'one  circomsitance  had  been  mentioned  which  cmild  prove 
thtit  the  trial  should  take- place  in  Westminster-Hall*  rather 
rthan  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  I^ords,  tlien  indeed  \\q 
vmight 'perhaps  have  been  silrtit,  but  as  none  such  had  been 
^mentioned,  hetrhsted  tlie  House  would  be  open  to  receive 
•ftliy  imprcjibioiis  that  might  be  expected  tb  be  made  hy  tlie 
'airguments  of  his  honourable  friends.    It  wf\s  said  that 
'he  and  his  friends  syrr?.  inconsistent  in  having  tirst  wishetl 
*lbr*h^hnpeachn4ent,  and  then  emleavotirtng  to  have  it  c^on- 
dutted  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.   ^Where  wak  (be 
Jtieottfiistency  I  They  wished  for  impeachment  still  in  pre- 
ference to  information,  biit  they^vvished  at  the  sam6  time/ 
'that  It  should  be  carried  on  in  the  manner  least  oppressive 
-to  the  individual  accused.     Was  there  anv  novehy  in  hav- 
•ing  the  impeachment  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  ? 
'  Jfo,  for  the  trial  of  Lord  Macclesfield  was  conducted  in 
this  ihantier.     But  even  if  there  had  been  no  instance;  bf 
-  tiiis  kind  he  would  have  been  desirous  of  introducing  th?it 
tiovelty,  because  he  thotight  that  course  the  mojjt  pro;*K?r 
which  united  tlie  essential  attainment  of  justice  with  the 
least  oppression  to  the  iirdividualJ  •  As  t6thc  point  of  in- 
•OBftiiftency,  he,  as  the  person  wiio,  in  case  the  mo^le  of  in- 
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formation  h^d  been  adopted,  would  have  had  the  business 
to  mana^)  had  felt  the  difficulties  that  would  attend  thia 
course  of  proceeding.  The  managers  had  better  means  of 
acquiring  important  information  by  the  mode  of  imj^each* 
ment,  and  in  fact  it  was  not  till  6f  late  that  they  had  dis- 
covered what  to  them  appeared  matter  of  great  conser 
•quence.  Now  what  would  have  been  the  situation  of  the 
case,  if,  instead  "of  having  an  additional  article,  as  now, 
}ie  should  have  had  to  make  this  an  additional  count  in  his 
information  ?  Thev  talked  of  the  inconsistency  on  hissid^ 
cf  the  House.  Now,  was  there  no  inconsistency  on  th0 
other  ?  They  first  voted  for  an  impeachment  indeed,  but 
Ihey  subsequently  voted  for  a  criminal  information.  Why 
did  they  do  so  ?  Would  the  trial  have  had  less  publicity  at 
tlie  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  than  in  the  Court  of  King^s 
Bench  ?  The  privacy  then  was  no  -objection.  It  was 
strange  that  they  should  now  insist  so  much  on  publicity. 
An  honourable  friend  of  his,  (Mr.  Tiernoy)  had  asked 
whether  the  argument  against  this  solemn  impeachment 
would  not  go  to  all  cases.  Even  if  it  had,  that  Would  not 
Jbave  deterred  him  from  preferring  the  trial  at  the  bar  of  the> 
.House  of  Lords.  He  certainly  valued  the  privilege  of  imt' 
jpcachment  highly  ;  and  this  was  the  very  reason  why  h^ 
wished  it  should^ be  conducted  in  the  least  oppressive 
anode,  as  otherwise  it  would  be  in  danger  of  falling  into 
disuse.  His  honourable  friend  under  the  gallery  (Bankes), 
had  been  so  impressed  with  the  inconveniences  attending 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings^  that  he  had  formed  aresolutioa 
to  oppose  impq^hments  when  any  other  course  could  be 
adopted.  But  at  all  events  it  was  desirable  we  should 
liave  the  benefits  without  the  inconvenience  of  it.  He 
then  adverted  to  the  great  diiTercnce  it  would  make  ia 
point  of  time  ;  and  contended  that  the  great  object  ought 
to  be  to  remove  from  the  mode  of  trial  by  impeachment 
every  thing  oppressive  and  embarrassing. 

Mr^  Sccretarj/  lox  rose  to  trouble  the  House  only  with 
a  few  words;  but  something  which  fell  from  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  spoke  last^  induced  him  to  tres- 
pass on  tlicir  attention  for  a  moment.  That  honourable 
gentleman  had  charged  him,  and  those  who  agreed  witji 
im  in  thinking  that  Lord  Melville  ought  to  be  brought 
to  trial,  with  inconsistency,  in  voting  first  for  an  impeach* 
ment,  and  then  for  a  criminal  information.  They  hxA 
done  so  undoubtedly  s  but  under  what  circumstances  I  The 
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House  "would  %eep  in  mind,  that  (lie  question  then  was  be- 
tweeh'them  MA  those  who  oppbsed  all  criminal  proceed* 
ings  wliatever,  and  who  strained  every  nerre  in  order  t A 
prevent  any  sort  of  trial.    He  had  then  stated  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  act  as  he  bad  done.    But  as  the  ho<* 
nourable  gentleman  had  thought  pro|)ef  to  say  nothing 
about  them,   and  possibly  might  have  forgot  them,   brt 
would  state  them  again  now.     If  the  pure  questfpn  had 
been,  whether  there  was  to  be  an  impeachment^  or  a  cri^ 
minal  information,  he  would  have  preferred  an  impeach- 
ment.    But  when  he  saw  that  the  motion  for  an  impeach- 
ment was  lost  by  a  majority,  hollow  as  it  wa*,  lie  had  no 
alternative  but  to  adopt  a  less  eligible  mode  of  proceedingj 
rather  than  have  Aone  at  all.    But  how  was  that  majority 
procured  ? — Why,  by  the  union  of  two  parties,  one  of 
which  endeavoured  to  stop  all  proceedings.    The  two  gen- 
tlemen, irfatioiK?  of  Lord  Melville,   who  brought  Tofward 
and  supported  this  proposition,  were  certainly  justi^abl^ 
in  what  ihev  did*  Nobody  could  be  more  alive  to  the-sym- 
pathy  of  relationship,  ore\Tn  of  friendship,  than  he  Was;' 
Dttt  fet  the  sime  time  he  must  say,  that  they  were  not  ex- 
actly the  persons  whose  directions  were  to  be  followed  in 
this  instance.*   How  did  the  case  stand  ?-^A  motion  was 
ftiade  for  a  criminal  iinformation,  and  at  the  time  it  l¥as 
pretty  plainly  insinuated  that  this  was  the  mode  which,  oo 
aecc^mt  of  the  comparative  smallness  of  the  expence,  the 
accused  would  prefer ;  but  afterwards  it  appeared  that 
Lord  Melville,  upon  re-consideration,  with  ail  the  disad- 
■  vantage  of  the  additional  expence,  preferred  the  mode  of 
impeachment.     But  was  it  ever  said  or  insinuated  that  th^ 
impeachment  was  not  to  be  conducted  in  the  most  solema 
manner  7    Not  an  idea  was  entertained  that  the^trial  would 
not  be  allowed  to  proceed  in  the  way  best  calculated  to 
answer  the  ends  ot  public  justice.    On  the  contrary,  the 
cordial  support -of  the  lionourable  gentleman  was  promised 
to  the  managers  who  were  to  conduct  the  impeachment ; 
he  had  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  that  promise^  and  kA 
little  did  he  doubt  that  the  present  opposition  of  the  hth 
nourable  genttemea  proceedecf  from  their  conviction  that 
they  could  conduct  the  business  much  better  than  the  ma- 
nagers who  liad  been  appointed  for  that  purpose.  '  But 
then'  he  may  be  afraid  of  such  ^friends.     They  had  voted 
against  all  criminal  proceedings  whatever,  and  certainly 
we  bias  therefore  ought  to  be  .against  themf.    He  was  sur- 
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prised  at  the  honourable  gentleman  under  the  gatt^ 
(Bankes),  who  had  said  so  much  about  tl^  old  mode  of' 
proceeding,  for  which  he  only  mentioned  one  solitary  ia-i 
stance,   With  regard  to  the  length  of  lime,  his  honourable 
friend  had  given  sui&cieut  reason  to  sup|)oie  that  the  Ai€* 
ierence  would  not  be  material;  and  as  to  the  argument  <^ 
the    honourable  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.    Rose),  wirai 
fnaintained  that  a  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  jLords 
9FOuld  I^  ^as  public  as  one  in  Westminster  HaU-^e  supt 
posed  thai  bis  reasoning  would  have  very  Little,  iafluedec^ 
pn  the  House.    Now,  why  should  we  resort  perpetaaUjr 
for  directions  to  those  who  had  opposed  all  criminal  piso*. 
ceediags  in  this  case  ?    It  was  an  old  rule  of  the  Housc^ 
^hich  was  now  dropped^  perhaips  properly,  but  which  was 
liot  without  some  ^Oiunds  to  support  it,  that  oo  person 
should  W  allowed  to  speak  w  a  commitiee  on  a  bitt 
who  opposed  the  principle,  because  it  was  thoi^ght  that 
such  persons   would  not   make   any  altenttions  in  the 
detail  which  would  promote  the  object  o(  the  bill.    A«  Uk 
thepoiicy  of  the  conduct  of  these  gentlemen  with  t^egard  to 
ibemselves,  that  was  their  business^  but  in  a  puUic  vievf 
it  would ;  be  the  worst  policy  in  the  world  to  raioe  -mem 
a  su«>icion  of  a  collusion  with  those  who  opposed  An 
bringing  of  Lord  Melville  to  tiial  in  any  w%y,    GmM 
fuy  man'doubt  with  regard  to  the  publicity  of  thia  hSbir^ 
that  all  the  arguments  which  went  to  sliew  the  advantage 
of  an  impeai^ment.  over  a  oriminal  information,  went 
also  to  prove  the  ndvan.t8(ge  of  a  trial  ii)  Westminflter 
flail  above  pae  in  the  House  oif  Lords  ?     Wele  they  agl^ 
^ware  that  all  the  arguments  in  favour  of  fiolemniiy  and  ^ 
publicity,  which  had  once  been  urged  in  favour  of  an  im-r      ^ 
peaqhiaent,  might  now  be  turned  against  themselves?   ^'  A       ^ 
public  qwctaclc  f'  said  an  honourable-gontleman' opposite        **^ 
to  him.     Why,  he  hoped  that  every  trial  of  this  kiad 
trould  be  rendered  a  public  spectacle,  and  that. as  mfaiiy  as       ,  .^ 
possible  would  be  adioitted  to  them ;  not,  indeed,  with  a  /'      . 
¥iew  to  influebce  diem,;  but  that  thosie  who  were  canbemed   *'   . 
ip  'such  triads  might  feel  the  respo^isibility  of  their  sihta* 

^.|Mins>}id  characters,  that  the  public  might  be>  satisfied  that 
every,  thing  was  fivirly  conducted,  and  that  the  decisien,' 
ivhfth^r.one  way  or  the  other,  \yas.  given  l^itti  thfiat  deliboi  (^ 
y^tioa  yt)d  impartifdity,  which  the  circamstaoee^  of  the^  ^    ' 

jBase  requited. 

~"  Mr*  Canmngf  afler  4he  speech  qf  the  -rjgiitJMiMNimUo 
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gentlemani  (Mr.  ¥ox)j  and  when  it  was  considered  how 
rmuch  warmth  he  had  thrown  into  that  speechj  scarcriy 
knew  what  course  he  bad  to  take.  If  it  Was  decided  that 
.**  the  strong  arm  of  gOTemment"  was  to  fall  upon  Lord 
Melville  (cries  of  **  No!  no!  Ordtr!  order  !'^)y  perhaps 
it  would  be  as  wdl  if  gentWii^ien  on  that  ^ide  of  the  House 
were  to  hold  their  tongues  altogether.  The  right  honour^ 
able  gentleman,  besides  impiifting  to  them  the  greatest  in* 
oonsbtency,  seemed  to  considef,  thatei^erj  argument  which 
came  from  them  should  be  r&dseived  from  tnem  with  the 
greatest  suspicion.  The  hdn.  gentleman  had  also  stated^ 
that  it  was  impossible  that  thosd  who  roted  fr>r  the  im^ 
peachment  tould  have  then  in  their  conteraplationi  that 
such  impeachment  would  be  regulated  bj  the  precedent  of 
Lord  Macclesfield's  case,  rather  than  by  tjiat  of  the  other 
preoedeuts  of  impeachment  in  Westtpipsler  Hall.  It^ 
however,  was  natural  that  they  should  look  to  that  case, 
which  was  the  only  one  cited  at  that  time.  As  for  him^ 
self,  he  trusted  that  his  assertion  would  deserve  as  muctt 
weight  as  the  general  assertiort  of  any  other  gentleman  ; 
and  be  must  decl^ire  that  he  had  this  case  in  hi^  content pla« 
tioil  when  he  voted  for  the  impeachment.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  expressed  surprise  that  thev  did 
not  look  to  the  last  precedent,  that  of  the  trial  oi  Mr*. 
HastiagB.  That  was  a  case  which^.ii6f  diily  the  publio 
opinion^  but  Parliament  itself,  ha^  pronounced  upon, 
wnen  it  appointed  a  new  judicature  to  trv  offences  of  that 
liature  in  mture.  As  to  the  authority  o/ urguincnt  bein^j 
lessened,  when  coming  from  relations  of  (nrivate  friends,  he 
thought  there  should  be  full  as  greaf  a  idiminytion  from 
their  auAority  when  Ihey  caine  froiQ  pcrsoris  of  a  con-^ 
trary  description.  For  example,  iC'iiobleloiti  (fcord  Henry 
Petty)  had  Md  nearly  the  JFollowing  lai^uage ;  ^'  yoii 
feel  disposed  to  shelter  Lord  Melville  as^riv^friend^^ 
but  I  tecl  as  Chancellor  of  the  tScoheque|."^\Vl|e(hyer 
the  feeKngs  of  nature  or  the  sensibilities  of  office  deserve 
the  highest  respect,  or  would  be  likely  to  produce  thc^n^t* 
eat  iiapression  on  that  House,  he  could  not  pretend  tpl^y^ 
but  they  were  both  to  be  removed  ;  he  trusted  the  argu*^ 
ments  whidh  had  been  urged  would  have  their  prop(9 
weight. 

'  Mr.  fb^said  a  few  words  in  explanation.    As  tpth^ 

right  honourable  gentlempn  (Mr.  Canning)  having  it  in 

his  contemplatioir,  on  a  inrmer  debate^  that  it  was  tJba 

3  Q2  precedent 
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urecedent  of  Lord  MaccW^field's  eaac  ivhich  wa*  to  be  foW 
io^veJ  in  preference  to  all  others,  he  complimented  bim  on 
Ills  penetration,  and  still  more  for  keeping  bis  cotitenipla* 
tion  to  himself,  not  hinting  to  the  House  in  wh^t  matim^ 
lie  conceived  it.  .  * 

Mr.  TVhUbready  in  explanatjon^  said,  that  ^hen  be  had 
cited  the  c^sg  of  Lord  Macclesfield,  he  only  meant  to  sfaew^ 
that  impeachments  were  not  necessarily  attended  with 
icreat  delay;  but  as  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
Canning)  had  mentioned  wlmt  was  in  his  contemplation^ 
he  should  also  mention  what  passed  in  his:  he  had 
intended  originaHv  to  move  that  the  impeachment  should 
be  in  Westminster  Hall,  and  bad  mentioned  it  to  the  late* 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  made  no  objection  to  \U 

Mr.  JV*  Wi/nne  wished  for  all  that  publicity  which 
trsunlly  atti^ded  trials  by  impeachment.  The  precedent 
6f  Hastinffs's  trial  should  not  discourage  him  in  this  in** 
stance.  The  great  delay  that  took  place  on  that  occasion, 
might  be  attriLuted  to  other  causes.  In  an  impeachment, 
tlie  House  of  Lords  had  the  right  of  choosing  the  days  of 
trial,  and  adjourning  it  as  they  pleased  ;  ami  durinr  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  there  was  one  year  in  which  but 
ftmr  days  were  appointed  for  the  trial. 

Mr^  fVallace  was  one  of  those  who,  from  the  bq^* 
ning,  disapproved  of  the  proseciition  of  Lord  MelfiUe, 
and  ^ho  thought  there  had  not  been  a  sufficient  ground  of 
Hccusation  made  out  against  bim.  His  opinion  was  still 
unaltered  ;  but  since  the  trial  was  resolved  on,  he  thought 
the  great  object  at  present  was,  that  speedy  justice  should 
be  cfone,  and  with  as  little  vexation  as  possible  to  the  party 
who  was  the  object  of  the  trial*  The  proceeding  itself 
infliclod  a  very  severe  penalty  on  the  defendant,  and 
would,  draw  down  Uie  punishment  of  guilt  upon  the  head 
of  a  person  who  might  Ix;  innocent.  As  to  the  arguments 
that  had  been  relied  on,  of  the  superior  publicity  ana  solem- 
nity of  the  trial  i9  Westminster  Hail,  they  made  but  little 
im{jression  on  his  mind.  Hedid  not  think  the  publicity  of 
atrial  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  number  of  persons  who 
wt'ie  present  at  it.  Tlie  procaediog^  of  the  court  of  King's  , 
Bencn  had,  as  he  thought,  sufficifut  publicity,  and  yet 
that  court  was  so  small,  that  it  was  not  capable  of  admit* 
ling  many  |iersons ;  and  whe^  the  occasion  was  considered, 
he  could  not  conceive  that  much  additionid  solemnity 
.  would  be  gained  either  from  the  place  of  the  trial,  or  the 
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number  of  persons  vho  attended.  These  circumstances 
might  produce  a  considerable  irritation  in  the  publio 
mind  (which  perhaps  was  i¥hat  was  wanted) ;  and  it  might 
gratify  the  vanity  of  certain  ^ntleraen,  in  >giyin^  them  a 
better  opportunity  of  displaying  those  talents  which  they 
might  fancy  they  possessed.  He  felt  a  still  greater  object 
tion  to  the  trial  being  in  Westminster  Hall,  when  it  wa» 
recollected  tliat  the  Chief  Justice  of  England  was  made  » 
minister  and  party  man,  as  much  as  it  was  in  the  power  of 
government  to  do. 

Mr.  Greif  contended,  that  with  regard  to  the  lord  chief 
justice,  it  was  equally  the  same  whether  the  trial  ims  in 
one  place  or  anotlier.  But  the  purpose  of  his  rising  was  to* 
set  tne  right  honourable  gentleman  opoosite  (Mr.  Canning) 
right  as  to  the  fact.  He  said  that  after  the  trial  of  Mw 
Ilastings,  a  law  had  been  passed,  which  marked  it  with: 
some  dei^ree  of  censure.  Admitting  the  feet  in  the- first 
place,  the' cases  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Lord  Melville  were 
different  in  their  circumstances  ;  but  his  argument  w^nt 
to  a  general  law,  and  not  to  one  merely  relating  to^  /ndian 
judicature.  This  law  might  be  very  proper  in  Indian 
cases,  but  could  not  have  the  smallest  connection  with* 
ariy'  cases  that  occurred  at  home.  Unfortunately,  ho^^ 
ever,  for- the  right  honourable  gentleman's  argument,-  th^ 
trial  of.Mr.  Hastings  commenc^  in  1788,  and  the  Indian 
judicature  law  passed  in  1784.  He  adverted  to  what  had 
been  said  respecting  the  strong  arm  of  power...  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  bad  a  different  opinion  now,  it  at>« 
peaied,  of  tne  sensibilities  of  office.  Supposie  they  (the 
present  minbtrv  and  their  adherents)  had  said  while  he  was 
in  bffice,  that  be  wished  to  screen  the  guilt  v.  This  might 
be  his  sensibility  while  in  ofl&ce.  Woulcf  he  have  them  - 
now  choose  a  different  conduct  from  that  which  they  iiad 
formerly  adopted  ?  The  strong  arm  of  power  I  What  .wm  ' 
the  he^t  defence  ajgaiust  this  stroncf  arm  ?  Why,  publicity,' 
certainly,  and  this  was  the  very  thing  for  which  thosewho 
had  that  power  were  contending. 

Mr.  Wallace,  Lord  Henry  iPetty,  and  Mr.  Fox,  'ex* , 
plained. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley  said  a- few  words  against  tite  mo- 
lion,  after  which  it  was  put  and  carrkd  without  a  di- 
vision. -    _  ' 

'A  message  was  then  orderrtl  to  he  sent  to  the  tords,  ta» . 
Jieqnaint  ib«ia  with  thepasaingof  this  resolnttmr,  and  f<*-  ^ 
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enesitng  that  accommodation]  might  be  provided  for  the 
vommons  accordingly* 
Mr.  Whitbread  was  ordered  to  carry  this  message. 

tt^ECTlOK  tREATlNO  BILL; 

•  Mr«  Tiemey  mentioned  that  he  wished  to  propose  an 
alteration  in  the  treating  bill-,  and  wonld  move  that  it 
ahonld  be  committed  just  now,  printed  As  amended,  and 
afterwards  re*committed.  The  bill  was  accordinglv  com* 
mitted.   passed  the  eommittee,   reported,   ordered  to  be ' 

{irintea  as  amended,  and,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Yorice^ 
f  r.  Fuller,  Sir  Robert  Buxton,  and  Mr.  Shaw  Le  Fene^ 
to^be  re-committed  on  Mondajr  the  Sist  April  next. 

The  customs  expiring  laws  bill  was  reported,  and  ordeied 
to  be  lead  a  third  time  the  next  day.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,   MARCH  27. 

In  the  appeal  '^^  Johnstone  and  others  d.  Scott  and  an<w 
ther,"  Mr.  Adam  wa«  heard  on  the  behalf  of  the  respondents. . 
I'be  further  hearing  was  deferred  till  the  next  day. 
.  Tbe  10,500,000/.  and  1,500,000/.  exchequer  bills  bilk, 
tliespirit^cise  duties  bill,  ^nd  the  felons'  transportaliofr  ^ 
1)111,  passed  through  committees,  and  were  reported. 

IXSOLTENT  DBBt'ORS. 

Lord  HoUandj  advertinti^  to  the  petitions  on  the  taMe 
iirom  debtors  confined  in  different  prisons,  observed,  that 
he  had  hitherto  decUned  to  bring  forward  any  measure  upon 
this  subject,  from  a  consciousness  that  he  was  unequal  to 
the  task.  The  unfortunate  situation,  however,  in  which 
nam  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  were  placed  by  being  con- 
ftiea  for  debt,  would  not  allow  him  to  dday  bringing  for« 
ward  a  bill  for  their  Nilief.  Me  therefore  gave  notice  that  he 
sV><il^>  next  week,  bring  iii  a  bill  of  that  description  in  il\e 
fonn  which  had  several  times  been  sanctioned  by  their  lord- 
ships for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors.  After  the  bill  had 
been  read  a  first  time,  he  intended  to  give  a  very  shcnrl 
notice  4tf  the  ^second  reading. 

IMPtACHMENT  OF  IrO&U  MELVILLE. 

Mr«  M^itbread^  ^d  several  other  members  of  the 
BousQ  pf  Commws,  brought  up  a  messagfc,  purportir^ 
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.  that  th^  House  should  attend  the  trial  of  Lord  ViscoQnt 
Melville,  in  a  cokninittce  oi  the  whole  House,  and  lequirv 
ing  accommodations  to  be  provided  for  them. 

JLord  GrcrtciUe  said,  it  was  perfectly  clear  tha^  aecomt 
inodation  for  the  whqle  House  of  Commons  could  uot  b^ 
provided  in  that  House;  the  only  mode  therefore  io  be 
adopted  in  consequence  of  the  message  firom  the  Commons 
liras  to  address  his  Majesty,  prayinff  him  to  provitk  a  pbqi 
fei  tlie  trial  of  Lord  Melville.  There  iv^ere  other  points 
also  Telative  to  the  trial,  to  which  he  wished  to  cau  tbeif 
lor^^hips*  attention.  It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that^ 
in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  all  unnecessary  delay  should 
be  sedulously  avoided.  It  was  due  to  the  prosecutors  as  well 
iis  to  the  noble  lord  impeache^l,  that  justice  i»bould  be  at* 
tained  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  was  due  to  the  prosecsu*; 
tors  that  justice  should  be  done  without  delay  iflUedefeod* 
ant  were  guilty  ;  it  ^yas  equally  due  io  th^  defenc^ant  tl^ 
the  expcnces  of  his  defence  should  not,  io  case  of  an  ac« 
Ijuittal,  amount  to  or  exceed  any  fine  which  could  be  im^ 
posed  upon  him  if  he  were  guilty.  Those  complaints,  .so 
justly  founded,  which  were  marie  against  the  delay  attend* 
ant  upon  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  ought  in  this  case  to 
be  carefully  avoided.  Impressed  with  these  considerations^ 
he  intended  to  move,  when  his  Majesty's  answer  to  the  ad- 
dress should  be  received,  to  refer  to  the  committee  already 
appointed  to  search  for  precedents,  to  consider  of  the  best 
means  of  proceeding  iu  the  trial  without  delay.  There 
wer<^,  however,  two  or  three  suggestions  which  he  .would 
ju8*t  mention  to  their  lordships :  the  first  was,  that  the  trial, 
y hen  commenced,  ought  to-be  proceeded  in  from  day  to 
day  until  it  was  finished.    If  thifSinjode  of  conduct  were 

'  adopted,  he  was  convinced  it  would  go  a  great  way  towards 
attaining  the  ends  of  justice  as  speedily  as  possible,  whilst^ 
at  the  sam^  time,  the  trial  would,  in  that  case,  be  in  a 
greater  degree  assimilated  to  a  trial  m  a  court  of  law.  Ano- 
ther circumstance  to  be  attended  to  was,  the  hour  of  assem- 
bling, which,  he'  thought,  when  fixed,  ought  each  day  to 
jbe  ri^dly  adhered  to,  and  no  other  business  whatever  io  be 
previously  entered  upon.  It  would  also  be  a  groat  saving 
pf  time  it  some  mode  were  adopted,  or  if  some  itnderstand* 
ing  took  place,  with  respect  to  collecting  the  opinioiiSi^idlf 

V  their  lordship  tipon  any  disputed  point  of  evidence,  with* 
out  their  being  under  the  nec^sity  of  retiring  upon  every 
$uch  occasion  to  their  chamber.    These  suggestions  h<% 
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ih'revf  oat  for  their  lordsliips*  consideration  ;  but  whnlrvcf . 
migJtt  be  the. mode  adopted,  he  trusted  the  great  object 
'  would  be  to  proceed  thrmigh  the  trial  without  any  other  de- 
lay than  ^'as  absolutely  necessary .  lie  concluded  by 
tnorinjij  for  an  address  to  his  Majc<;ty,  praying  that  his 
Majf^ty  If  ould  be  graciously  pleasetl  to  gire  directions  to 
prepare  a  place  in  Westaiinster-hall  for  the  trial  of  Lord 
Yirrconnt  Melville. 

Ear/  ti^ianhopf  stated,  that  he  was  one  of  those  noble 
)<irds  who  adeiided  during  the  4ong  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
during  which  he  could  not  aroid  perceiving  that  there  was 
a  lamentable  waste  of  their  lordsiiipii*  time.  He  trusted 
that  the  delays  which  had  then  occurred  would  serve  as 
yarnings  to' their  lordships  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
vrould  venture  to  suggest  one  regulation,  from  which  he 
Ihmight  much  benefit  would  be  derived  ;  upon  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  it  was  customary  for  the  House,  whenever 
uny  objeclions  upon  points  of  evidence  arose,  to  fmmedi* 
atcly  adjourn  for  the  day  to  the  Parliament  chamber.  Now 
he  thought  it  very  practicable  and  reconcileaWc  to  the 
strictest  forms  of  proceeding,  that  their  lordships  should 
receive  the  objection,  and  proceed  (if  the  progress  of  tlic 
eaose  did  not  essentially  depend  uporr  it)  to  determine  the 
jpoint  next  day,  or  at  same  convenient  opportunity,  witb** 
oaV impeding  the  course  of  the  proceedings.  The  frequent 
adjournments  nt  that  time  were  felt  to  be  a  very  great  in?, 
convenience.  It  was  remarked,  by  a  witty  member  of  that 
House,  during  the  impeachment,  that  *'  while  the  judges 
tra^l'ed,  the  trial  stood  still." 

The  motion  of  Lord  Grenvillc  was  agreed  to. 
'    The  different  bills  on  t)ie  table  were  forwarded^  and  the 
jHouse  adjourned^ 

JIOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

THunSDAY,  MARCH  27. 

A  jicrson  from  the  office  of  imports  and  exports  presented 
an  accomit.  of  the  goods  exported  to,  and  imported  from^ 
the  inland  of  Tortola,  for  the  last  two  years. 

A  person  from  the  office  of  the  chief  secretary  for  Ireland 
proscjjt(Ml  im  account  of  the  quantity  of  wool  and  woollen* 
viTrn  iniportcd  into  that  country  for  the  last  two  years* 
/    Mr.  Ilaycs,  from  the  l)ault,  presented  ^i  ax:count  of  tbf 
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exchequer-bills  issued  in  the  39th  and  KHh  of  the  King, 
in  View  of  the  loan  of  three  millions^  advanced  by  the  bank 
to  irovcriimeirt,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1800. 

An  bfficer  from  the  treasury  presented  an  account  of  the 
monies  in  the  exchequer  on  the  1st  of  January,  1806;  also 
an  account  of  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
paymaster  of  the  forces,  on  the  5th  of  January  last ;  which* 
were  ordered  to  lie' on  the  table. 

The  fishery  bill  was  presented,  read  a  first  time,  and  or-, 
dered  to  be  read  a  second  tim^  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Van»>ittart  presented  a  bill  to  enable  the  government 
of  Ireland  to  raise  money  by  loan  upon  the  treasury  bills  to. 
be  Lssued,  payable  from  the  aids  of  the  current  year,  which 
was  read  a  fir^t  time,  and  ordered  for  the  second  reading  the 
next  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  for  the  miscella- 
neojis  services  of  the  year^  was  brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Huskisson  moved  for  an  account,  so  far  as  tho  same 
Could  be  made  up,  of  the  arrears  of  the  property  tax,  for* 
the  years  ending  the  5th  April,  ISM,  and  the  5th  April, 
1805,  respectively ;  and  also  an  account  of  the  arrears  now 
outstanding.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Fellowes  moved,  that  a  committee  be  ap]-)ointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  return  made  to  this  House,^pur- 
suant  to  order  on  the  ilth  instant, .  of  the  non-resident 
Clergy  in  Great  Britain,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon  to 
this  House.  Ordered ;  and  that  the  said  committee  (who 
were  accordingly  named)  do^it  the  next  day  in  the  Speaker's 
chamber. 

Mr.  Yorkcy  pursuant  to  notice,  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  tor  certain  documents  relative  to  the  operation  of  , 
the  act  called  the  levy  en  masse  act,  to  which  he  under- 
stood none  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  intended  to  object ; 
and  when  he  stated  his  purpose,  he  trusted  that  the  Plouse 
would  be  of  opinion  it  would  be  both  desirable  and  neces- 
sary, that  those  documents  should  be  before  them  prepara- 
tory to  bringing  forward  the  plan  of  national  defence 
understood  to  be  now  in  the  contemplation  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  and  which  it  was  to  be  hop^  would  be  brought 
forward  at  some  period  or  other,  in  the  fulness  of  time. 
By  this  bill,  which  had  passed  in  the  year  1803,  it  was  in- 
tended, as  one  of  the  modes  of  defence  against  the  menaced 
invasion,  to  call  out  so  much  of  the  population  of  (he 
country  as  were  capable  of  bearing  arms ;  wiio  were  to  be 
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divided  into  three  classes,  and,  first,  to  be  enrolkd ;  se- 
condly, traiRed  to  arms ;  and,  thirdij,  rendered  useful  for 
any  military  purpose  to  which  they  might  be  respectively 

Ciged  fitting.  With  respect  to  the  dangers  of  inv&sioii, 
was  persuaded  that,  if  our  navy  continued  those  gallant 
and  victorious  exertions,  the  many  eminent  instances  of 
which  had  been  displayed  of  late,  there  was  not  much 
chance  of  an  attack  of  that  nature.  Upon  the  former  oc^* 
casion,  though  the  government  had  maae  some  progress  in 
availing  itself  of  the  powers  by  this  bill  vested,  yet  as  it  was^ 
disposed  to  prefer  a  voluntary  to  a  compulsory  service  oii 
the  part  of  the  people,  and  as  so  great  a  number  of  men 
pressed  voluntarily  forward,  beyond  a}l  calculation  of  ex- 
pectancy, the  government  preferred  the  services  of  the  vo- 
lunteers to  a  forcible  levy  en  fnasse :  not,  however,  totally 
abandoning  the  alternative  of  the  bill,  should  it  be  necessary 
to  carry  its  operation  into  effect.  He  had  in  his  hand  a 
copy  of  the  returns  made  from  every  quarter  of  the  country, 
in  the  first  year,  of  the  number  of  men  in  each  district, 
properly  classed  ;  and  what  he  now  wished  to  move  for  was, 
the  returns  of  the  years  1804  and  1805.  He  hoped  his 
Majesty's  ministers  had  those  documents  before  them,  as 
they  certainly  would  be  important  for  the  consideration  pf 
the  House  in  discussing  the  plan  of  defence,  whatever  it 
was,  now  in  contemplation,  and  for  the  explanation  of 
which  the  public  were  extremely  anxious,  ayd  particularly 
the  volunteers,  who  were  very  desirous  to  be  informed  as  to 
what  was  intended  towards  tliem.  For  it  was  extremely 
important,  if  the  services  of  the  volunteers  were  to  be  re- 
linquished under  the  new  arrangement,  that  not  a  single 
firelock  or  sabre  should  be  taken  from  their  bands  until  me 
country  w«is  assured  of  a  more  adequate  establishment.  He 
concluded  by  moving  the  returns  of  men  enrolled  under  the 
ievj/  en  masse  act,  in  every  dbtrict  and  place  throughout 
Great  Britain,  in  the  last  and  preceding  year. 

jifr.  Secretary  Fox  was  so  tar  from  being  avetse  to  the 
production  of  the  documents  moved  for  by  me  hon.  gentle- 
man,  that  he  should  support  his  motion.  The  subject  was 
so  new  io  his  own  experience,  that  he  knew  very  little  indeed 
of  the  present  state  of  the  matter.  However,  as  the  bill 
had  been  mssed  now  throe  years,  and  his  Majesty's  present 
ministers  had  been  so  short  a  time  in  oflice,  if  any  remiiis- 
ness  or  delay  was  chargeable  in  procuring  those  returns  for 
the  List  two  yearly  their  bhare  of  the  blame  certaiuly  was  not 
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the  largest.  He  was  pretty  confident  that  the  subject  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  motion  would  form  a  very  pruicipal 
feature  in  the  plan  of  defisnce  now  in  the  contemplation  of 
his  right  honourable  friend,  not  now  in  hb  place  (Mr. 
Windham),  who  was  certainly  ns  anxious  to  bring  his 
plan  forward,  and  felt  as  much  regret  for  the  unavoidable 
delay  that  had  occurred,  as  any  other  member  of  thai 
House.  As  to  the  objects  of  his  nonourable  friend's  (.ian, 
he  should  think  it  premature  to  sav  more  at  present ;  but 
he  could  assure  the  House,  that  no  dday  had  occurred  that 
was  at  all  avoidable,  and  he  hoped  that  in  a  very  few  days 
his  right  honourable  friend  would  be  able  to  bring  his  plan 
forward. 

Mr.  Sturges  Bourne  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man  would  not  brinff  forward  bis  plan  without  timely  no^ 
tice.  Indeed,  as.  it  nad  not  come  forward  sooner,  and  so 
considerable  a  number  of  gentlemen  must  be  absent  during 
the  assizes,  who  would  wish  to  be  present  at  the  discussion 
of  such  a  measure,  he  thought  it.  would  be  desirable  to 
postpone  it  till  after  the  recess. 

Mr.  Fox  expressed  his  hope  that  his  right  honourable 
friend  would  be  able,  in  his  place,  the  next  day,  to  give  no- 
tice of  the  day  on  which  he  should  be  ready  to  bring  hid 
plan  forward,  and  if  not,  then  on  Saturday,  if  the  House 
should  be  disposed  to  sit  on  that  day.  Bui  with  xespect  to 
the  suggestion  of  postponing  the  proposition  of  the  plan 
tmtil  after  the  recess,  he  did  not  think  that  could  be  neces- 
sary, as  it  would  he  desirable  to  make  some  progress  with  the 
lea^t  possible  delay,  and  tjo  bring  forward  any  bills  on  the 
subject  that  might  be  thought  necessary  then. 

Mr.  Yorke's  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative* 

IMPEACHMENT. 

Mr.  Whitbread  acquainted  the  House  tliat  he  had,  pur-, 
suant  to  their  order,  carried  to  the  bar  of  the  Lords  their 
resolutions  of  the  preceding  day,  respecting  their  atiencJ- 
ance  as  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  triil  of 
Lord  Melville. 

The  Attorney-general  moved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  in  the  Lords'  journals  their  proceedings 
on  the  late  bill  respecting  the  legality  of  obliging  {>ersons  to 
give  testimoney  before  the  committee  of  impcachmait  in  the 
case  of  Lord  Melville.     Ordered  accordingly. 
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At  the  request  of  Mr.  Hiley  Addington,  Mr.  Huddleston 
postponed,  till  Monday,  his  motion  for  India  papers,  of 
M^hich  he  had  given  notice  for  thisd?iy. 
.  Mr.  Paul!  aUo  postponed  his  motion  until  the  same  day ; 
for  wjiich  also  Mr.  H.  Thornton  §ave  notice  of  an  intended 
motion,  for  the  copy  of  a  letter  irom  Sir  George  Barlow  to 
Lord  Lake. 

^  WATERFaRD    ELECTION.     . 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox,  pursuant  to  his  notice  of  a  former 
day,  moved,  that  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  be  ordered 
forthwith  to  attend  at  the  bar. 

Upon  his  appearance^  Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  he  be  asked 
whether  any  return  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  returning 
officers  for  the  election  at  Waterford,  in  consequence  of  the 
writ  last  issued  for  the  election  of  a  represeutacive  for  that 
city? 

*rhe  question  being  answered  in  the  negative, 

Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  Mr.  James  Wallace  and  Mr.  Red* 
di.sh,  sheriffs  of  Waterford,  do  attend  the  bar  of  the  House 
on  Monday  fortnight.  • 

j\Jr.  Z(('y  with  great  deference  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  l>egged  leave  to  suggest,  that  although  delay 
had  occurred  in  the  necessary  return,  still,  on  enquiry,  it 
might  turn  out  that  no  blame  justly  attached  any  where, 
and  that  the  delay  might  be  owing  to  some  cause  wholly 
ditlerent  from  cither  neglect  or  intention  oh  the  part  of  the 
sherifts.  He  begged  leave  to  observe,  therefore,  tliat  as  a 
previous  enquiry  had  been  directed  to  the  clerk  of  the  ha- 
naper  here,  it  might  also  be  expetlient  todirect  a  similar  en- 
quiry to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  and  hanaper  in  Irelind,  to 
as<x?rtain  whether  any  return  had  been  macie  to  his  office  by 
the  sherilFs  of  Waterford,  before  those  gentlemen  were  put 
under  the  necessity  of  performing  a  journey  of  six  hundred 
miles,  upon  a  business  on  which  it  might  turn  out  they  were 
not  culpable. 

Mr,  /b.r  most  readily  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion  of  the 
honourable  gentleman,  withdrew  his  motion,  and  substi- 
tuted another,  "  That  the  clerk  of  the  crown  and  hana  per  in 
Ireland  be  directed  to  communicate  forthwith,  whether  any 
return  had  been  made  to  him,  in  answer  to  the  writ  to  him  di- 
rectetl  for  the  election  of  a  member  forWaterford,  and  at  what 
time  such  return  was  made."  Mr.  Fox,  at  the  same  tinje, 
intimated,  that  if  it  should  appear,  that  any  great  or  ex^ 
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traordinary  delay  had  occurred  before  the  making  of  such 
return,  he  should  hold  the  sherifis  of  Waterfbrd  anstrer* 
able. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  NAVAL  REVISION. 

Mr.  Giles  rose,  in  consequence  of  his  notice,  fo  mofe^ 
for  a  more  particular  account  of  the  expence^  of  the  com- 
missioners tor  revising"  the  civil  affairs  of  the  navy.  This 
appeared  necessary  from  the  papersalready  on  the  table  oa 
this  subject.  The  admiralty  board  observing  20,000/.  in 
the  estimates,  ivhich  purported  to  be  for  the  expence  of  the 
commission,  wrote  to  the  commissioners  for  an  account  of 
the  application ,  or  intended  application  of  that  sum .  The 
answer  certaialy  was  not  satismclory.  He  therefore  moved, 
that  there  should  be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  the 
particular  items  of  the  sums  of  10,000/.  for  1805,  and 
10,000/.  for  1806,  stated  to  the  admiralty  board  by  the 
commissioners  for  revising  the  civil  affairs  of  the  navy,  to- 
gether with  the  charges  uj^on  them,  the  expences  incurred, 
and  the  Kums  allowed.* 

Mr.  Wilberforce  seconded  the  motion,  and  said  the  ac- 
count upon  tlie  table  was  by  no  means  the  kind' of  account 
intended  by  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Dickinson  answered,  that  the  error  arose  from  the 
mistake  of  the  mover,  in  asking  for  one  thing  though  in- 
tending another,  and  not  from  any  error,  or  evasion,  on  the 
part  of  those  who  made  out  the  return.  .  The  motion  called 
for  an  account  of  the  mode  of  expenditure,  actual  or  in- 
tended.   '     ' 

Mr.  fni/;6rrarf  said  there  was  no  mistake  in  the  wording 
of  the  motion  which  he  had  made,  and  which  spoke  cer- 
tainly what  he  intended.  He  wished  to  obtain  a  statement 
of  the  items  of  expenditure,  and  not  such  a  round  account 
Of  expence,  as  for  1805,  10,000/.  and  for  1806,  10,000/. 
The  commissioners,  he  understood  latelv,  were  to  have  sa- 
laries ;  he  wished  (o  know  the  amount  of  those  salaries,  and 
of  other  charges  in  the  expenditure  of  so  considerable  a 
sum. 

Mr,  Gileses  motion  was  then  put  and  carried.  Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

PRinAY,  M>4RCH  28. 

Heard  counsel  on  the  Scotch  appeal  '^  Johnstone  v. 

4  Stott/* 
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Sioity*^  which  Iras  ordered  io  be  fiirther  proceeded  in  on 
Monday. 

Lord  Grenville  brought  down  a  message  from  bis  Ma« 
jesty,  stating  his  intention  of  settling  a  pension  of  1000/. 
a  year,  for  life,  on  Sir  J.  Duckworth,  and  desiring  their 
lordships*  concurrence  in  the  measures  requisite  to  carry  his 
royal  intention  into  effioct.  The  message  was  ordcrpd  to  lie 
imtbe  table,  and  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday 
next,  for  which  day  the  House  was  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned. 

The  Newfoundland  judicature  bill,  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
commerce  regulation  bill,  and  several  private  bills,  ware  re- 
ceived from  the  Commons,  and  read  a  first  time. 

The  one  million  and  a  half,  and  the  ten  millions  and  a 
half  exchequer  bills  biQs,  and  felons*  transportation  bill> 
weiie  read  a  third  time,  and  passed* 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FRIDAY,   MARCH    1*8. 

The  slieriff  of  London  presented  a  petition  from  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council,  against  the  London 
coal  admeasurement  bill,  now  pending.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tabic. 

A  person  from  the  board  of  naval  revision  presented, 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  preceding  day,  particulars  of 
the  expenditure  of  80,0000/.  for  the  uses  of  the  said  com-* 
missioners  for  the  years  1805  and  1806.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tal)le« 

Mr.  Vansittart  presented  a  variety  of  documents  relating 
to  commodities  imported  and  exported,  and  charged  with 
customs  or  excise  duties,  with  their  net  produce  for  various 
periods ;  which  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
meaiis.^ 

Lord  Temple,  on  moving  the  order  of  the  day  for  <lie 
second  reading  of  the  fishery  bounty  continuance  bill^  ob- 
stTved,  that  it  was  merely  intended  by  this  bill  to  continue 
the  bounties  on  the  same  footing  as  established  under  his 
Majesty's  late  ministers ;  but  that  as  speedily  as  possible 
fttler  the  recess,  it  was  hisintention  to  bring  forward  a  bill 
for  the  more  general  encouragement  of  the  British  fisheri«»-s. 
The  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  conunitted  for  the 
next  day. 
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SIR  JOHN  THOVAS  DUCKWOSTU* 

Lord  Jlenry  Petfy  brought  down  a  message  from  lus  Ma« 
jcsty  to  the  following  effect : 

^'  That  his  Majesty  being  desirous  of  conferring  a  signal 
mark  of  his  favour  and  approbation  on  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  John  Thomas  Duckworth,  for  the  eminent  services  per- 
formed by  him  in  the  action  of  the  6th  of  February  with 
an  enemy's  fleet,  wherein  all  their  line  of  battle  ships  were 
taken  or  destroyed  :  and  wishing  to  reward  the  valour  and 
skill  dlsplfiyed  by  him  on  that  occasion,  recommended  to 
bis  faithful  Commons  to  enable  him  to  make  a  provision  for 
the  said  Vice-Admiral  Sir  J.  Duckworth,  by  settling  upon 
liim  an  annuity  of  1000/.  yearly,  for  the  term  of  his  natu- 
ral life." 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Pfetty,  this  message  wa» 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Mon(}ay  next. 

LORD    NELSON. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  then  gave  notice,  that  he  should  im- 
mediately after  the  holidays  bring  forward  a  motion  for  tiie 
provision  of  the  family  of  the  late  Lord  Viscount  Nelson. 

THE    BUDGET. 

The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of. 

Lord  Henry  Pettj/  rose  to  state  the  supplies  that  would 
be  necessary  tor  the  year,  and  the  ways  and  means  that 
were  proposed  to  meet  them.  He  felt  that  a  very  arduous 
duty  was  imposed  upon  him,  and  he  trusted  he  should  re- 
ceive, as  he  was  conscious  he  should  require,  the  whole  at« 
tention  and  indulgence  of  the  House.  He. should  not  go 
to  any  length  in  observations,  and  much  less  in  speculations, 
not  only  trom  fear  of  detaining  the  House  unnecessarily, 
but  becauhohe  knew  how  infinitely  more  important  and  ia» 
teresting  a  plain  statement  of  &ct5  must  be,  tlian  any  specu- 
lation in  which  he  might  other^rise  feel  dispos^  to  indulgt*. 
He  should  therefore  give  an  ample  statement  of  facts,  and, 
contrary  to  Ihe  common  course,  he  should  begin  by  a 
statement  of  t]ie  financial  situation  of  *tbe  country,  both  at 
present  and  for  some  years  back.  It  was  necessary  tliat 
gentlemen  should  carry  that  knowledge  jn  their  minds,  to 
enable  them  i)etter  to  judge  of  the  measures  that  sUo«ild  b^ 
now  proposed.  He  should  first  state  the  amount  of  the  na^ 
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tional  debt,  and  afterwards  the  means  which  the  country  fa 
possessed  of,  both  to  meet  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  to, 
operate  its  final  extinction.     To  meet  the  interest  of  the 
debt,  the  country  looked  to  theconsolidated  fund,  but  for , 
the  final  extinction  of  it,  it  looked  to  the  operation  pf 'the 
dnking  fund.     The  amount  of  the  national  tunded  debt  on 
the  1st  of  January  1805  wa5  493,127,000/.  which  bore  an 
interest  of  18,187,000/.     The  amount  of  debt,  which,  at 
that  time,  had  been  redeemed  by  the  operation  of  the  sink- 
ing fund,  was  1 10,70T,000/.  which  bore  an  interest  of 
6,000,134/.     It  would  therefore  be  seen,  that,  if  it  had  not- 
been  for  tfie  operation  of  the  sinking  fund,  the  debt,  at 
the  commencement  of  1804,  would  have  been  no  less  than 
six  hundred  millions.     On  the  1st  of  January  1806,  the 
amount  of  the  funded  debt  was  517,280,000/.'  aod  there 
had  been  redeemed  by  the  commissioners  for  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt,  123,476,000/.     Such  was  th^  present    • 
state  pf  the  funded  debt,  and  the  operation  of  that  sinking 
fund,  which  had  been  established  for  its  extinction.     He 
next  proceeded  to  the  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  tfti-  *'• 
funded  debt,  which,-on  the  5th  of  January  1805,  artioiittt-'  ^ 
ed,     after    several     deductions    for    anticipations,     -W  ^ 
20,305,586/.  The  unfunded  debt  had  also  increased  inthcf  " 
coursepf  the  last  year,  and  amounted,  on  the  1st  of  Janu-   "» 
ary,  1806  (after  makingsimilar  deductions)  to 23,165,747/.  * 
It  would,   therefore,    appear,    that  the  whole  increase, 
which  had  taken  place  during  the  course  of  hist  y^ar  in  the 
unfunded  debt,  was  2,863, 161/.     After  having  thus  katet! 
the  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  debt,  funded  or  unfunded, 
and  the  augmentation  that  it  had  recA-^ived  in  the  cmirseof  ' 
the  last  year,  it  became  his  duty  to  shew  the  House,  that  the 
country  possessed  the  fair  means  of  supporting  the  interest 
of  this  aebt,  great  as  it  undoubtedly  was,  arid  for  its  ex- 
tinction, by  the  means  of  the  sinking-fund.     The  perma- 
nent taxes  amounted  to  32,535,971/.  from  which,  after  de- 
ductions for  difierent  miscellaneous  services  (of  which  his 
lordship  stated  the  items),  there  remained  of  the  consoli- 
dated fund  30*,729,321/.  upon  which  was  charged  fhe  in- 
terest of  the  national  debt,  amounting  to  23,172,730/. ;  it 
therefore  appeared,  that  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated 
fund,  which  would  go  to  the  extinction  of  the  debt,  amount- 
ed ta7,566,591/.  which  bore  to  the  whole  debt  a  proportion 
of  1  to  68.    He  thought  that,  after  having  mad6  this 
itatevient^  it  w^  impossible  for  him  to  make  a  better  eulo- 
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j?iiim  Oft  the  institution  of  the  sinking  fund,  thanljyslietr- 
ing  what  it  had  akcatly  done  to  prevent  the  arcuniulatioa 
of  the  debt,  and  how  much  of  it  had  actually. been  ex- 
tinguished by  its  op{*ration.    If  it  had  not  been  for  this 
institution,  It  was  his  opinion  that  instead  of  being  charged 
with  the  interest  of  the  present  national  debt,  the  country 
would  now  be  charged  with  the  interest  of  the  120  millions 
which  had  been  recleoined.    The  benefits  therefore  of  this 
wise  institution  were  not  merely  prospective  and  in  promise, 
but  the  country  had  already  acrived  the  most  considerable 
advantages  from  it.    It  was  a  system  which  tlic  nation 
should  adhere  and  cling  to,  not  merely  from  the  considera-. 
tions  of  good  faith  to  those  who  had  advanced  their  money 
on  the  CKedit  of  its  constant  operation,  and  the  security  it 
afforded  to  the  financial  resources  of  t^e  country, but  they 
should  be  attached  to  it  from  the  advantages  that  had  been' 
foued  io  result  from  it,  and  from  its  positive  and  tried  uti- 
lity.   He  next  proceeded  to  state  the  expenditure  of  the' 
year  1805,  aud  compare  it  with  the  estimated  expenditure 
of  the  present  year.  There  was  a  very  slight  difference  be-' 
twcen  tne  expenditure  of  the  last  year,  and  that  which  was 
estimated  for  the  present,    Althotigh  in  some  points  there 
was  an  increase  of  expfcnce,  yet  in  others  there  was  a  di- 
minution which  nearly  balanced  it.  The  estimated  supplies 
of  the  present  year  would  be  for  the  joint  charge  of  tng*- 
land  and  Ireland,  43^669,000/.    Ot  this  total  sum,  the 
suoplies  to  be.  voted  for  the  navy  would  be  (exclusive  of  tlie 
ordnance)  15,281,000/.  ?  for  the  army  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, about  18,500,000/.  Although  he  could  not  then  have. 
.  the  satisfaction  of  stating  the  precise  services  to  which  that 
.«um  would  be  applied^  or  even  the  exact  ajmount  of  this 
estimated  expcnce  of  the  army,  he  could  state  that  the  sura^ 
he  had  mentioned  would  be  very  nearly  what  the  army' 
cstimutrs  of  the  year  would  amount  to.    The  expence  it 
would  be  seen  did  not  much  exceed  that  of  the  former  year, 
as  the  excess  in  some  instances  would  he  corrected  by  the 
diminution  in  others.   For  the  oridnance^  including  timt  for 
the  sea  service,  the  estimate  was  4,718,000/,    The  miscel- ' 
hneous   services  for    England   ajid   Jrcland    would   be^ 
2,170,000/.  Under  this  general  head  of  miscellaneous  ser-'^ 
vices,  would  be  brought  the  expence  that  he  was  sure  the* 
House  would  gladly  agree  io  :  in  the  first  place,  of  a  pro-^ '^ 
vision  for  the  mmily  of  the  late  Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  and  ] 
i^  the  second  place  to  cany  into  effect  the  intention  of  his  * 
'  Vol.  L  1805-e,  3  S  Majesty 
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}/U]paty  in  making  an  am]>le  compenBation  to  thebiave  and 
loyal  seamen  \fho  had  fought  upon  that  memorable  «cca* 
sion,  and  were  not  sufficiently  rewarded  by.  the.  captures 
that  had  been  made.  There  was  an  arrear  of  ^ubsicUes  to 
foreign  powers,  which  might  be  estimated  tut  a  miUion,  and 
there  was  to  be  a  vote  of  credit  of  two  millions,  1,4(IO,00(W» 
of  which  would  be  for  England,  and  600,000/.  for  Irekind^ 
These  sumft,  taken  togett^r,  amounted  to  the  sum  he  had 
stated,  as  the  total  of  the  joint  charge  of  £i\glaiid  and  Ir&* 
land.  To  this  were  to  be  added  the  separate  charges  of 
England,  which  were,'  in  the  first  place,  the  sum  of  one 
miuion  to  the  East  India  company.  It  i¥Ould  be  reccd- 
leclcd,  that  a  considerable  time  had  now  elapsed  since  com* 
missioncfs  had  been  appointed  for  settling  the  account  be** 
tween  the  country  ana  the  East  India  company.  '  Another 
$dm  of  a  million  had  been  paid  before  in  1803.  There  was 
j^ko  a  deficiency  in  the  malt  duty,  for  the  year  1805^  of 
340,000/.  and  in  the  ways  and  means  of  1,707,000/4  The 
interest  on  exchequer  bills  was  a  million,  and  1,300^000/% 
was  required  to  nay  debentures  on  thelovalty  loan.  .  These 
^ms,  being  adaecl  to  the  former,,  would  make  the  toial  of 
the  supplies  for  the  year  amount  to  48,916,000/.  but  whenk 
from  tnat  sum  was  (kducted  5,137,528/.  being  the  propnnt 
tioh  £:>r  Ireland,  thi^e  rerpaineid,  as  the  supplies  to  be  iur« 
liished  by  England,  43,618,472/. 

WAYS   ASD  MEANS^  | 

'  la  ord^  to  meet  this  supply,  the  ways  end  means  were» 
1st.  the  malt  and  personal  estate  duties,  amounting  i^ 
SJ50 fiOOL  The  next  article  was  one  milUoA  arising  mm 
the  produce  of  the  ships  Ciaptured  before  the  commencemj^ 
of  tne  war.  It  was  cipar,  that  of  this  million  Ireland  was 
entitled  to  her  proportion  of  two^seventecnths.  The  pro- 
fits  of  the  lottery  he  should  calculateat  380,000/.    The 

Jrofits  of  the  lotteries  for  the  year  J805  was  387,000/.  wl 
e  saw  no  reason  to  sqppqse  that  the  lotteries  of  the  preseat 
year  would  not  he  equally  productiye.  He  should  next 
state  the  loan  for  twenty  millions,  (two  millbns  being  fof 
Ireland)  which  he  had  concluded  that  morning  upon  terms 
which  he  trusted  would  be  considered  advantageous  to  the 
country,  and  satisfactory  to  the  House,  and  which  he  wasm- 
formea  had  also  turned  out  to  be  profitable  to  those  who  bad 
subscribed  for  it.  The  terms  were,  that  for  eveiy  100/.  the. 
subscribers  should  have  iOOL  in  thjc  consols^  and  66A.i» 
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the  3  per  cent,  reduced,  wliidi  WMlctmakeUielateJttt  tf» 
the  money  advanced  41.  19s.  id.  for  every  lOQ/.    As  f# 
the  arrears  tliat  were  dae  on  acckmnt  of  tbe  subsidiei^  t# 
Ibreign  powers,  it  was  a  matter  of  extremedtfficrfty,  ftoiA 
thenature  of  the  treaties,  and  ih  the  manner  in  which  thej^ 
were  made,  to  ascertaii  precisely  the  amount  of  them;  b* 
ctmsidaied  them,  however,  at  nhdai  a  milliuh.    The  War 
taxes  was  the  nckt  and  most  prominent  article  amM^  thd 
ways  and  means.    ^11  those  reasons  which  induced  Xht 
House  to  approve  of  the  introduction  of  the  system  of  ,wat 
taxes,  mtist  now  operate  with  additional  force  for  continn^* 
Ing  them  tind  carrying  them  into  full  effect.    It  was  in  Oon^ 
tbmplsition  of  the  enormous  amoifut  of  the  national  debt^ 
tind  to  prevent  it^  fuHher  increase,  that  the  system  wasfirsf. 
hdopted  of  raising,  witiiin  the  year  a  consioerable  part  oi 
the  supplies  of  the  j^ear.    This  system  necessarily  intro-^ 
dticed  something  of  direct  taxation.    It  was  needless  to 
chx^ell  upon  the  efforts  that  had  been  ^made  for  this  purpose^ 
in  the  assessed  taxes,  the  income  tax^  and'  the  pro(>erty 
Utx.    In  those  eJforts  it  was  sufficiently  apparent  thatm 
.endeavottfing  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  the  national 
debt,  the  Hoilse  conceived  that  it  was  eontetiding  with  tbii 
most  formidable  enemy  that  this  country  had^    In  the  yeaff 
1793,  the  debt  of  this  country  was  only  1^,000.000/.  but 
inl803itwas480,579,000/.beinganincreaseofl^d3,37!^000n 
m  the  short  space  of  iett  years.    It  appeared  then  that  in 
those  ten  yciars  the  average  increase  of  the  debt  was  twenty* 
iitt  millions  ammalty.    The  debt  at  present  amounted  to 
017^S8Q,5S8/;    From  this  statemerA  it  appeared,  that,  in 
die  present  war,  the  annual  average  increase  of  the  ddk  ii 
bnty  twelve  millions,  whereas,  in  the  former  war,  it  was 
t«0Bnty*dve  millions.    The  reason  of  this  great  difference 
was  to  be  Accounted  fbr  principalTy  by  the  system  of  waf 
taxes.    Not  only  the  credit  and'  honour  of  the  ooontry, 
but  itk  ^tten^th  and  security,  derived  such  great  ikdvan<> 
tages  from  this  system,  diat  it  ought  slill  to  m  persevered 
in.    The  first  and  most  pnkluctive  of  those  taxes  was,  the 
property  t|X.     Without  pretending  to  say,  that  it  was  the 
most  perfect  that  could  be  devised,  and  the  most  fair  and 
equal  that  could  be  sugge^ed,  he  must  say,  that  compara^ 
tively  with  the  preceding  ones  of  the  ass^sed  taxes^  and 
the  income  titx,  it  wan  the  most  equal  and  the  most  pi^c^ 
tieabte.    Beddes  its  advantage  in  principle,  it  had  an^^ihcr 
advantage,  that  it  was  now  a  regubfly  ekablkhcdtax,  and 
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conMkfftbktim^  and  paios  kad  been  girea  to  bring  it  4o  be 
|>rodactive  i^'iUi  na  liUfe  inconvenience  as  possible^  It  ivas 
4)iropo!)ed'  tbeii|  at.pic^fiiit^  that  this  tax  sbould  be.  now 
TWfiu  to  ten  .p^rjomt^  ^e  thought  it  would  be  ))etter  to 
^arry  it  at  once  to  that  point  which  might  be  coosaderod  its 
limit,  instead  of  pfoceeduig  by  gfaOual  .augmenlatSoas, 
which  n^ould-mtike  the  public  uncertain  to  wmt  wiotthe 
tax  wooki  uttimately  be  carried.  It  appeared. to  him  that 
ten  per.  o^nt.  was  the  natural  limit,  beyond  which  it  oin^t 
not  to  pass,  and  that  it  would  be- better  and  more  satisrac* 
tory  to  the  geoefal  teelingH  to  b^iag  it  at  once  to  U^  point. 
la  the  execution  of  this  act,  the  inconvenience,,  delay,  un* 
pertaintyy  and  frauds,  whicli  .so. much  prev^ikd,  were 
principally  owing  to  the  many  exemptions  lYhich  were 
given  in  the  pi^esentact,  and  thc.4i%:u]ity  that  the  coin* 
mlisionors  If^iuid  in  ascertaining  what  claims  of  esemptioiia 
they-  should  allow,  and  what  they  should  disallow.  It 
waa  proposed  therefore  to  take  away  those exemptioQs;  but 
as  that  would  bear  hardly  on  a  class  that  were  cntitledto  the 
support  of  theHousp,  he  meant  to  propo6e,that  they^hou^d 
be  <  indemnified  in  laoother  manner*  The^  class,  that  lie 
thought  ought  to  be  protected  from  sufiering  byt^sake* 
ration  were  small  trauesa»en  and  ^malLamuataafts^ ^^Th^se 
who  had  no  property,  and  lived  solely  by  the.  profitir  of 
their  labour^  were  in  this  respect  circumsitancod  difierently 
from  the  lauded  gentleman,  orthe  man  of  personal,property : 
that  it  waa  an  easy  matter  for  the  latter  class  to  .i^fd  tabouc ' 
to  property,  (if  they  cho^  it)  but  it  was  difficult  i^idecd  foe 
the  other  class  to  add  prpperty  to  labour,  whatever  exer* 
tions  they  might  make  for  tlpt  purpose*  Eor thcieUef  of 
the  small  annuitants,  it  was  mteud<^to  prdpioise^'.' that  after 
they  had  paid  their  property  tax,,  upon  their  producing  at 
the- tax-office  the  will  or  document  under  which  they  held 
«n  annuity,  not  exceeding  50/^^  per  annum,  the  Tax-of&ce 
should  be  authori/icd  to  make  repavments.  He  a}sotpok 
this  opportunity  of  informins^  the  House  that  the  governor 
and  deputy-governor  of  the  Bank  had  agroed  to  receive  tibe 
tax  upoo  the  dividends  at  the  Bank,  which  would  be  a 

great  convenience  and  facility  in  the  execution4>f  the  actv 
[e  should  also  propose  a  ]\ew  mode  of  assessment,  of  twq 
years  together,  and  calcuhted  that  these  altemtions  in  the 
teoL  would  yield  five  millions  in  addition  to  its  produce  at 
{tf^nt.  He  should  propose  to  add  another  million  to  tha  ' 
wcir  taxc9  by  increasing  ih%  customs  and  excise  duties; 
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seven  hundred  thousand  of  M'hkh  sum  should  be  ftom  the; 
customs,  and  t)iree  hundred  thousand  froii^  the  excise.    Aa 
to  the  incredsed  duties  on  ;vyiue99  they  should  be' reckoned 
amonff  the'  permanent  taxes ;  but  the  war  taxes  laid  upon^ 
the  oCncr  article^,  in  the  way  of  customs,  it  wais  his  Ihten-^ 
tion  to  propose,  to  increase,  by  an  addition  from  one  fourtU 
to  a  third  of  tlibsc  at  present  pc^id.    As  to  sugar,  he  should 
propose  an  addition  of  15  pec  cent,  on  the  consolidated 
duty  that  it  now  pays.    It  appeared  to  him  that  there  waa 
^o  article  which  could  better  bear  a. small  increase  of  dutiesf 
than  sugar,,  as*  there  wjis  none  which  had  been  li^s  progres- 
sive in  rts  price ;  aud  besides  it  was  article  which,  from' II) 
perishable  nature,  it  was  extremely  diiBcfiltto.smuggleinto 
the  country;  there  was  therefore  every  reason  to  supj>osa 
that  whatever  moderate  custom  duty  could  be  laid  upoit  l| 
•would  be^sy  of  collection,    'the gross  amount  of  the  in,- 
create  of  the  yvax  taxes,  by  the  way  of  customs,  would  be,  ai^ 
he  had  l^fore  stated/TOOjOOO/.     The  increase  by  excise 
Would  be  300,000/./'  This  was  principally  to  be  raised  on 
tobacco  f6rf*  |)er  pound]  which  was  also  a  commodity  of 
isuch  a  Baiure  as  it  was  not  difficult  to.  prevent  froift  being 
smuggled.     The  whole  of  the  war  taxes  would  thqi^^aoi^unt 
to  nineteen  millions  and  a  half,  from  which,  deducting  one 
million,  and  a  half,  which  would  probably  be  outstanding 
on  the  5fti  of  April,  1807,  would  leave  the  sum  6^  eigh- 
teen millions  of  war  taxes  applicable,  to  the  service  of  the 
,  present  year.    The  loan,  as  he  had  already  stated,  waa 
for  twenty  millions,  concluded  on  terras  which  he  trusted 
woftld  be  satisfactory  to  the  Hoiise,  and  for  which  the  in-, 
ierest  to  be  paid  by  the  country  was  4/.  19*.  7d^  for  every 
hundred,  ,  .  ,         • 

NEW   TAXES. 

Having  thus  explainei  to  the  House  some  of  the.  kneans 
by  which  he  intended  to  meet  the  sunplics  necessary  for  the 
public  service,  he  would  next  draw  its  attention  tothp  new 
taxes  which  he  mcsuit  to  propose.  The  first  woiilcl  be  an 
addition  to  the  duty  upon  wine,*  the  "amount  of*  which  he 
calculated  at  500,000/. 

The  next  would  be  a  duty  of  40^.  per  ton  upon  pig-iron. 
This  tax  had  been  in  the  contemplation  of  a  former  go- 
vernment, and  he  believed  it  would  be  found  to  be  as  pro- 
ductive^  and  as  little  injurious,  as  any  that  couh^  be  im- 
v|)osed.    A  few  years  ago,  the  quafitity  of  pig-iron  maiiu- 
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ftcfuitd  in  thi«  countfy  amounted  to  upwards  of  300,000 
ionsavedX.  The  rtanufiicturc  was  since  confeidiJ^rably  in- 
CreaseQi  and  he  believed  his  computation  would  not  be 
4^cd  ov^charged  if  he  were  to  estimate  the 'quantity  of 
that  drtlde  at  a  present  annual  consiiitiption  of  30OJ^00O 
ttm^.  He  >Qtild,  however,  take  it  at  co'nsiderably  less, 
^d  ca^ctilat^  the  amount  of  the  new  duty  which  he  ex« 
Jiectcdit  W(fiifd  produce  at  i500,000f.  It  i^as  his  intention 
also  to  protect  the  persons  engaged  Ui  that  branch  of  trade,^ 
by  a  cotintctrvailing  duty  upon  foreign  iroil. 

The  third'  partook  ralher  of  tlic  nature  of  a  reguUfioil 
ibau  ;|  n^iv  tViJC:;  it  was  an  equalization  of  the  Aiti<»s  ijp6rt 
teu  li  bad  Been  found  by  experience  that  tlie  tcKef  which 
jraKti(teurfed  to  be  afforded  to  the  poorer  clajJsds  6f  people,- 
Bjfiremlttirtg  the  duties  upon  the  coarse  kind;  oF  teas,  nad 
fiot  aasWered  the  benevolent  txpeclations  of'  those  who 
j^ptosed  'the  remission  of  tte  iisix.  Whether  it  proceediBd' 
flroman  increase  of  luxury,  or  the  frauds  of  the  tea -dealers^ 
IrHd  mixtxf  up  the  coarse  teas  with  tlie  finer  kind,  for  whicft 
there  was  a  greater  demand,. and  by  such  artifices  imposed 
on  tfrenr  customers,  he  could  not  ascertain^  but  the  (Mi  ^ 
Was  indontrovertible  that  but  little  of  the  icheaper  sorts  of 
tea  were  consiimed.  The  remission  of  Ihe  tax,  therefore, 
instead  of  being  an  advantage  to  the  persons  for  whose  be^ 
iiefit  it  was  intended,  was  an  absolute  fraud  upon  the  public.* " 
Tbir  equalization  of  the  duties  upon  teas  he  calculate^ 
%ould  produce  70,000/.  per  annum.        '  •  *' 

The  fourth  new  tax  he  had  to  propose  was  a  duty  upon 
appraisements.  Property  disposed  of  by  auction  was  sub* 
ject  to  ata^,  and  he  saw  nd-reason,  when  it  became  oeces;^ , 
sary,  why  property  sold  by  appraisement,  which  was  in 
its  nature  a  species  of  private  auction,  should  be  exempt 
from  a  duty.  This,  he  calculated,  would  produce  ab«ut 
66,000/.5  amounting  to  about  one*half  the  auction  dutjF 
collected  aimually.  The  total  of  the  new  taxes  therefori^  _ 
would  be — 

On  wine        •        -         .        rf  500,000 
pig-iron  -        -  SdO^OOO 

equalization  of  tea  duty    -     70,000 
appraisements        -        -        GGfiOO 

Making  a  total  of     -.     -     1,136,000. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  wished  to  make  a  fe^  obaenra* 
tions  respecting  tlie  debt  of  the  civil  list,  amounting,  on 
the  Sth  of  January^  1S06,  to  158,000/.    It  would  not  be 

necessary 
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oeeessaty  for  bim  now  <o  detail  (o  the  House  the  circum- 
stayioes  which  had  occafiiooed  this  debt^  (liey  wimld  be 
aaiiisfactarily  and  fully  explained  whenever  the  subject  came 
properly  under  consideration*  As  far  a»  be  had  been  able, 
to  judge  of  the  items  of  incre^ed  oxpfMioe,  *many  ^  tieni , 
appeared  to  be  unavoidable.  His  advice  wf»^  thai  tiaey  '* 
should  be  dischargol  out  of  the  proeeods  of  the  ^ps  capi 
tiired  previous  to  the  war^.  of  which  fund  (here  was  yst  a 
considerable  surplus,  even  after  the  deduction  of  the  mit 
lion  which  hod  been  inpluded  in  the  ways  and  means.  In 
order  to  bring  the  whole  of  the  isubject' under  one  view,  he 
would  trespass  so  hx  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House  M 
io  recapitiuate  the  several  details  both  of  the  ftupjUiesand 
the  ways  and  moans;  and  first  he  would  state  the  sup^^ffie§; 
Cfftosisting  of  the  following  items:-—  *       . 

-SUPPLIES. 

Navy,  eyxlusive  of  the ordaanoe  seaaervice,  ^.li5,S81^(XW 

i  England,  includingordnan^ 
Ordnance        \     sea  service    -     3,911,000 


(Ireland    --     -       «07,000 


4,718,000 


«,170,000 


Arrears  of  sabsidies        -        .       -        .        1/)00,000 


41,669^00p 

8,009,000 
'  '  *  ■  ■  ■"       '  ^ 

Joint  charge,  England  and  Irehmd    43,669^000 
Add  Eagland^s  separate  charges : 
East  India  company        «       ♦        1^000,000 
Deficiency  malt  duty,  1804       «       340,000 
Ditto  ways  and  means,  1805     1,707,000 

Interest  on  exchequer  biib       *      1,000,000 
To  payoffs/,  per  cent.  1797,  at   • 
5th  AprU,  1806    .     700,000 
Ditto,  10th  Ootober  «    500,000 


1^200,000 


5,9(7,000 
Toial 
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Total  supplies     -     48,916,000 
Deduct,  on  account  of  Ireland,  as  below     5,297,528 

on  account  of  England        -        43,618,473 
Deduct^  on  account  of  Ireland,  2-l7ths 
.  of  the  above  sum  of  43,669,000/.  d,IS7,5S8 
Deduct  also  2'*17th,  for  civil  list  and 

other  charges        -        •        -         160,000 

5,a)7,5i«, 

WAYS   AND    MEANS. 

If  alt  and  personal  estate  duties         -         •         2,750,000 
'  Grants  from  proceeds  of  ships  captured  prior*  . 

to  the  war        -        •        -        -        -  1,000,000 

Lottery 380,000 

Sarplos  of  consoUdatedfand  to,5th  April,  1807     3,500,000 
War  taxes     ...        -      -      19,500,000 
Dedticf,  vas  likely  to  1x5  outstanding 

at  5lh  April,  1807        -        -      1^500,000 

.  .     i8,ooo,ooa 

Loan   ....   ......   18,000,000 

jf.43,680,000. 

WittxiKis  rccapK Illation  he  would  conclude  the  principal 
part  ot  ti^^  subject,  upon  which  he  had  detained. the  House^. 
he  fearcd,~too  lonjo:. 

He  wished  that  he  had  been  able  io  state  to  the  House, 
that  the  burtliens  which  h«  had  found  himself  under  the  no* 
ccssity  of  .proposing  to  impose  upon  th^j  country  were 
light^  b(f|  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do  so.  They  must 
belieavily iclt by  many  of  (hose classes  upon  which  they 
^ust  necrsisarHy  QiH  ;  but  he  was  not  wiindut  hopes  ihat 
they  would  be  bocuc  willingly  and  cheerfully.  He  wojlld 
not  think  so  unwprthily  oi  his  country,  as  to  allow' himi 
self  to  suptiose  for  a  moment,  tliat  the  burthens  Trhioh  the 
public  scrvioe  requirad,  wouVl  not  be  -supported  with 
that  fortitudo^  constancy,  ^ud  perseverance^  which  were 
the  noble  cliaracteristics  of  the,  nation  in  circumstances  of 
pcriX  or  exigency.  Thcrrf  ndvcr  was4i  period  at  which  a 
tirm  display  of  those  great  ^ua^tities  weoe  nuut'ncocsss^,  i£ 
they  considered  the  crisis  in -which  they  were  placed  with 
fCfifect' to  Europe*  While  lie  looked  to  that  confidence 
.'      *'  ^  which 
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which  he  had  rettfon  to  sivbpoae  tlie  people  entertained^ 
that  the  money  vhich  woald  be  drawn  from  ihem  vould 
be  sitictly  approptiated  and  economically  applied^  he  was 
rooovinced  ^hat.  e^ry  man  wduld  submit  to  his  sbar^  of  the 
public  burthens  witn  alax)rity.  If  erer  m^n  weo^  commit-^ 
ted  to  principle  of  econotny,  those  with  Whom  he  had  the^ 
honour  of  aciing  were  pledj^  to  them.  Should  they  detf*' 
ate  from  them,  instead  of  tliat  honest  fame^  of  ^btch 
•all  men  weie  more  or  less  desirous^  they  would  !n(fur<the 
ahame  and  disgrace  of  having  acted  contrary  to  (he  prin* 
ciplcs  which  they  had  profe^ied  anfl  ret^OHoneilded.  ^fae 
public  had  also  another  and  stronger  security  foc.theecd« 
nomical .  disposal  of  the  national  reremrts — ^it^  was  to  be 
fQund  ia  the  existence  of  these  yaluable  inslitmtibhsi  whidi 
W^re  nbw  operatito  to  th^  adTuntago  of  the  couMlry.  He 
alluded  to  tb^t  admirable  institution)  the  commission  of 
MreA  en^uti}!,  from  which  such  importtot  ladvanfageai 
had  been  already  deriTed,  and  by  whose  labours  the  public 
.were  daily^  nay,  almost  hourly,  benefited';  iand  to  the 
iDpsfwisai^n  of  military  enquiry,  which  hb  had  no  doubt 
vfcHM  emidalSe  the  uuhistry,  patience  and  research  of  the 
ibrmer.  In;  addition  to  wdba*  be  stated,  with  •regard  i6  ike 
benefits  liki^ly  to  be  derurod  from  the  dperattoa  d  the  eoni«i 
tniteions  )of  naval  and  fluKiafy.  enquiry,  tfasreii^tl^e  aho  ad^ 
irftntoges  likely  to  arise  from  certain  proceedings  which 
bad  been  inatitaie^  1^  ^^  department  to  Irhi^'  &  had  the 
^nour  to  belongt  Meaaarts  ime  tafcine  toDscovbr  the 
immense  flints  due  to  the  paUifc  firom>  the  Wtst^  Indies, 
^d  out  of  wUdi  they  had  beea  kept  for  a  .lolifr  series  of 
J^ears,  by  a  concerted  and  dtmtiaued  system  of  the"  naost 
atrocious  ficauds  and  perjufies.  In  this  lespecf  he  memit 
t»  ttaiA  that-  the  government  were  not  only,  dping,  but 
'would  do  .thw  duty  with  that  finnnoBs  and  perseVeranco  b^ 
which  aloae  tihe  evils  ^diich  they^meant  to  oonect  could 
W  met  and  subdued.  If  he  had  any  pride  iti  the  states 
m^t  he  had  made,  it  was  jproduoed  by  the  iksn  convic* 
tion,  that  thhfe  waa  nothmg  in  the  state  of  our  national 
finances  which  reauired  that  the  least  reserve,  in  point  of 
publicit(^^  should  be  observed.  Oneofthe  great  causes  of 
the  prosperity' of  our  finances  was  the  notoriety  which  was 
attachecl  to  ail  statements^respeoting  them.  He  had  read 
aeme^here  an  observation  of  an  old  Roman  moralist,  who,* 
an  building  his  house,  wished  that  every  corner  of  it  should 
.  «0L,  I.  1805.6-        *  ST  be 
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.  he  open  to  the  public  view,  that  every  thing  that  passed^  in 

the  interior  of  it  should  be  seen.    If  there  was  any  one«9* 

tablishment  in  this  country  to  which  he  should  wish  tliii 

principk  to  be  more  applied  than  another,  it  would  hdo 

'  the  system  of  the  public  finances.    Every  thing  relating  to 

:  them  Could  not  be  made  too  public.    With  the  oonvictkm 

that  in  that  principle  existed  one  of  the  main  causeB  of  the 

public  prosoerity  and  the  public  confidence,  he  would  ML 

'  it  to  be  nis  auty,.  as  long  as  he  occupied  the  situation  he 

'then  filled,  to  lay  before  the  country  the  fullest  and  plainest 

statement  ne  could,  of  evary  circumstance  connected  with 

the  national  revenue  and  expenditure.  He  would  no  longer 

trespass  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  but  move  ih% 

first  of  his  series  of  resolutions. 

Mr.  Francis  rose  to  express  his  approbation  of  the  able 

•  manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  had  brought  finrwaid  hit 

budget.    In  that  able  statement  the  notdc  lord  had  by  n^ 

means  disappointed  his  expectations,  or  excited  his  sur* 

Erise,  fiir  it  was  no  more  than  he  was  taught  to  hope,  from 
is  lucid  mind  and  eminent  talents.  There  were,  ncmemr^ 
two  passages  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord,  to  which  he 
wished  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House ;  the  one  of 
which  gave  him  much  satisfaction,  and  the  other  extreme 
f^ret.  The  first  was  tliat  wherein  the  noble  lord  had 
stated  his  succ»^  in  having  induced  the  directors  of  the 
bank  of  England  to  take  u  pon  them  the  business  of  receive 
ing  the  duty^upon  dividends  on  the  property  in  theb 
hwds,  wherel^  so  considerable  a  saving  would  be  effected 
to  the  public,  and  so  much  of  evasion  of  the  property-tax 
avoided ;  a  measure  which  the  noble  lord's  predecessor  had 
ptated  to  the  House  upon  a  former  occasion,  that  he  bad  eii« 
deavoured  to  induce  the  bank-directors  to  undertake,  but 
in  vain.  The  other  passage,  upon  which  h^  felt  regret,  on 
account  of  the  severity  &at  must  attach  upon  so  many 
'daises  of  the  community,  was  the  sudden  advance  of  the 
nroperty-tiax  to  ten  per  cent,  per  annum ;  he  could  not  co- 
incide in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  noble  loid,  that  a 
gradual  increase  of  the  tax  would  have  been  more  objection* 
able,  while  to  double  the  tax  at  once  would  be  the  mod^  of 
reconciling  it  to  the  public  ;  to  this  part  of  the  noble  lord's 
proposition  he  coidd  not  withhold  his  dissent. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  thanked  the  honoumble  gentleman 
for  the  partitdity  h^  had  been  pleased  to  express*  and  he 

feH 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»AltCn28.]  THE  BtJBGBT.  587- 

felt  it  his  duty,  in  answer  to  what  had  fitllen  from  the 
honourable  gentkman  respecting  the  conduct  of  tba  bank*  ^ 
directors,  to  say^  that  the  directors  certainly  acknowledged 
an  application  made  to  them  by  the  right  honourable 

Sintleman  whom  he  had  the  honour  to  succeed,  to  induce 
em  to  receive  the  duties  upon  the  dividends  in  thdr 
hands ;  which .  they  declined,  because  in  the  situation 
wherein  diey  stood  they  had  objections  yerjr  natural  for 
them  to  entertain ;  b^t,  in  answer  to  the  application  latelv 
made  to  them,  thejr  candidly  stated,  that  they  saw  so  much 
evasion  and  unfairness  practised,  that  they  were  induced  to 
reliaquish  their  scruples,  and  to  agree  to  receive  tlie  duties 
payable  on  the  dividends  in  their  hands.  With  respect  to 
the  other  point,  namely,  the  increase  of  the  property  tax 
to  ten  per  cent,  though  he  regretted  the  disapprooation  of 
the  honourable  member,  yet  upon  the  best  consideration  he 
had  be^  able  to  give  the  principle,  he  must  still  think  jt  an 
eligible  one ;  and  had  only  to  repeat  his  former  opinion, 
•that  he  thought  the  public  would  be  much  better  pleased 
vAik  an  increase  of  the  tax  to  that  natural  point  beyondl 
which  it  was  notlik^y  to  be  extended,  than  by  a  gradual 
increase  year  after  year,  of  which  they  could  reckon  upon 
no  definite  limitation. 

Mr.  Rcfe  acknowledged  the  very  clear  and  satisfiietonr 
stateoient  brought  forward  by  the  noble  lord,  and  said  it  * 
was  not  his  intention  to  oppose  his  taxes  ^  there  was  but 
one  of  them  to  which  he  had  any  special  eround  of  objec- 
ti<m :  and  had  the  noble  lord  contented  himself  with  the 
eulogies  he  chose  to  bestow  up<m  himsdf,  he  should  not 
have  risen  to  say  a  single  word :  but  in  answer  to  what  had 
fidlen  from  the  noble  lord  towards  the  latter  end  of  his 
speech,  in  the  censure  he  hadendeavourcd  to  cast  upon  his 
Majesty^s  late  mimsters*  for  a  system  of  iraud,  pojurri 
and  peculation,  which  he  alleged  to  have  existed  in  the 
West  Indies,  uncheckedandunpunishedby those  minister^y 
as  if  sufferpd  tocontinuewith  theirprivity  andacquiescenee^  - 
lie  must  beg  to  be  indulged  in  a  short  reply.  It  had  hap- 
pened to  himself,  when  a  member  of  the  late  administratioo, 
to  hovebera  the  first  todetect  those  frauds  ajid  peculations, 
and  that  be  had  lost  not  one  moment  in  the  speediest  en« 
deavouTB  to  bring  the  perpetrators  to  con^Ugn  punishment,  . 
ooiild  be  proved  by  the  evidence  on  the  table  or  Aat  House, 
fie  had  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  special 
^omnJAsionevs.  wbo  were  dispalehed  to  the  West  Indite, 
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to  make  Strict' enquiT|r  into  those  frauds  and  abuses,  in  or* 
der  ip  ike  panisfament  of  the  offenders,  and  to  the  attain- 
ixtent  of  xeititution  to  the  public.  Those  commissioneiB 
bad  transmitted  home  tlieir  reports,  from  time  to  time,  to 
bisMajesty'sgovernmeitt^^ho  immediately  committed  the^i 
to  the  Iaw«aavisers  of  the  crown,  in  order  to  the  speediesi 
possible  institution  of  such  legal  proceedings  as  ther  should 
deem  most  expedient  for  the  objects  in  view.  Why  they 
nvend  not  brought  to  gustice  it  was  not  for  Uod  to  account, 
as  certainly  no  step  wlis  omitted,  on  the  part  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration ;  his  nonourable  and  leaiioed  friends  near  him 
could  best  answer  on  that  potiiit.  The  noble  lord  had  also 
bestowed  much  panegyric  on  himself  and  his  colleagues, 
upon  the  ground  of 'the  publicity  they  were  deterroiiled  to 
give  with  respect  to  the  state  of  the  finances  and  expendi- 
toieof  the  country,  %s  if  the  noble  lord  meant  to  im^naate 
that  the  oonduct  of  ^is  Majesty^s  late  ministers  had  been 
exadQy  theiererse,  or  that  ih&  noble  lord  and  his  colleagues 
introduced,  under  this  profession,  any  thing  new  inC^  the 
mana^mcyat  of  the  public  accounts.  New,  was  it  not  his 
Utenght  honourable  friend,  now  lost,  and  sojusd^and 
Tunyeraally  lamented  by  Ihb  countiy,  that  first  instituted 
enquiry  into  the  public  accounts,  and  probed  th^n  to  the 
bottom'?  Was  it  nottinder  biii  a^Usplces  that  those  sourtes 
of  ^aUicky  w'ere  estaUished,  for  which  the  noble  lord  now 
tocAt  the/cieditto  hin»$elf  and  his  colleagues  ?  With.respect^ 
however;  to  the  frauds  whkh  had  existed  in  the  West 
Isidies,  he  waa  totreondy  glad  to  hear  from  the  t^i.  ko- 
iMMtraUb  gentfedian,  that  the  exertions  of  his  Majesty's 
Ute  miftistors  h^d  been 'followed  up  to  bring  the  perpetra* 
tpM  to  jUsttce,  and.  he  s^ously  wiidied  the  endeayonr  might 
Ik  iluoGessful.  As  he  was  ^p,  there  were  some  of  the  pro- 
posed  taxcst  which  cidlad  for  some  obserVsitipB :  the  merits 
of  thoae  taxes  hedid  not  ^w.meanio  disons^  >  The  tax  on 
iron,;  fot  iostahce,  would  affect  an  important  branch  of 
raw  msitekials  in  the'tosMufa<|tutQ&  of  the  country.  *  Was 
the  nbblelofd  avi^arei,  thtft  ouf  ex-p()rt  in  the  manufactures 
of  iron  had;  cf  lats  year9^>  lUlen  i»ff  nea%  one*biAf»  while 
that  of  deii  tod  the  fines  jipexW  had  diViacUed  aliuosttp 
nothilig }  Xhe  .right  h^mmmble  gentleman^  «aade  simihtf 
o)ijeeit<fBii  lo  the  silk-duty.  Unless  a  drairhack' wem  -al- 
lowed, :a  considerable  dwnp  must  be  cust  on  the  export  of 
tw^^ost  im|iQiitantn(amitfi(ctiUieai.  - 

tMdUcttjf  Fmy  otmred^  ihfti  if  Uie.^jr  9»«  < 
L  ^  his 
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bis  6)  Kpch  U}  mhixA  the  right  JiDiioiirable.  geiifl0nmn  obr 

he  bad  ^ 


jected  Mras  that  in  v/hich  he  had  spoken  of  the  frauds  and 
pecula  tions  In  the  West  Indies,  and  theputdicityimeaded 
to  be  o  bserv^d  in  the  public  accounts,  conceiving  hiot  oa 
these  pc  )i Ats  to  have  cast  censure  upon  bis  Majesty^  late  mV 
nistois,  he  bagged. leave  to  disclaim  any  such  design.,  He 
liad  nevt  )r  once  named  his  Majesty's  late  ministers  in  thp 
^urse  at  *his  speech,  nor  should  he  be  disposed  to. speak  of 
a  right  J.icMiourable  |:entlesnan,;  now  no  more,  otherwise 
than  with  xespect*  W|ien  he  spoke  of  the  dtameful  sys^- 
tem  of  frau  d,  peculation,  and  perjury,  which  bad  esusteii 
in- the  Wcbi*.  Indies,  he  spol^  of  it  only  as  shameful  to  the 
perpetrators.  He  did^not  state  that  his  Majesty 'siaterai* 
nisters  had^aiHcn  no  pain&to  detector  to  punish  those frauds^ 
but  he  stated,  <hey  were  still  in  continuance,  and  stiU  on* 
corrected,  W'^h  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  laterriffbt 
honourable  gentleman,  nothing  that  he  hadsaid  that  ni^t^ 
or  on  any  other  occasion,  could  be  &irly  construed  to  de^ 
tract  from  bis  merits;  on  the  contrary,  he  gave  him  e¥€i^ 
credit  for  the  mea  sures  instituted  by  him,  to  detect  atiil 

£  Invent  fraud,  and*  for  the  establishment  of  the  sinkings 
lad.  Iflord  Henry*  Petty  added,  that  the;onIy  eufegium 
ke  had  uttered,  was  the  professing  his  detei'muiation  to  a 
fitrict  disC'hadrge  of  his*  duty,  and  his  conviction^  tliat  the 
public  held  confidence*  in  the  intentions  of  his  Majesty's 
present  ministers,  whichi^bey  w/^e  determined  to  justify  1^ 
their  conduct. 

Mr.  Perceval  observed,  that  althou^  the  noble  loid  had 
made  no  direct  charge  a^os^  his  Majesty^s  late  ministers^ 
there  was  in  the  tenor  of  his  speech  a  pretty  bKMkd  imdnuf 
ation  against  their  conduct;  that  the  .public,  wisie  moif 
seady  to  bent  an  incie^se  of  biurthens  on  the  iH:egeat  occa- 
sion than  b^re^  and  that. the  fraudulent  transactions  ii| 
die  West  Indies  had  continued  by  somet^h^  lUm  n^^^ 
genbe  or  connivance :  )uid  the  noble  lord  said  this  in  such 
4  way,  as  h^  must  feel  caUod  for  some  answer.  With  it^ 
s|»ct  to  tb^  West  India  subject^he  was  ready  to  vouch  for 
the  stat^s^m^t  made  by  his  Tight  honourable  friend.  I{# 
m^  .extremely  glad  to  hear  from  the^  noble  lord,  that  pro** 
ceeding^  had  bfen  instituted  to  bring  tbos^tklinquents  to 
justice ;  but  he^ipppehended,  froi(n  the  nature  of  the  reports 
faq  had.^een^  it  would  be  extremely  diiBcult  90  to  do» 
With  respect  to  the  other  parts  of  the  noble  l^d's  state* 
^ent|  .b«  {^r«ed  wUJi  the  mwvMo  member  wbo  ipolv 
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veeond  in  the  debate  (Mr.  Francis),  that  it  was  clear  and 
aatisfactory  to  the  House ;  but  there  were  some  parts  of  it^ 
en  which  he  did  not  mean  to  urge  any  discussion  now,  but 
ahould  barely  mention^  by  way  of  p^tting  in  his  claim  to 
tnvtetigate  them  on  a  Aiture  day.  He  alluded  principally 
to  the  manner  of  proceeding  adopted  by  the  noble  lord,  in 
moving  the  whole  ways  and  means,  before  the  estimates 
4rere  l^fore  the  House,  or  the  supplies  for  those  estimates 
yet  voted ;  particularly  the  items  of  the  army  estimates. 
The  noble  lord  miffht  have  made  himself,  by  this  time^ 
auffieiently  acquainted  with  the  subject,  by  comiminicating' 
with  a  right  honourable  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Windham), 
to  have  satisfied  the  House.  The  estimates,  when  they 
should  come  forward,  he  hoped  would  be  satisfitctory ;  but 
ihe  fault  was  such  a  one  as  not  to  jmss  without  parliamen- 
tary notice.  On  the  arrangement  proposed  in  the  income- 
tax,  li^  feared  many  difliculties  wOula  arise,  extremely  em« 
barrassing  and  unsatisfactory ;  but  be  was  glad  to  find,  that^ 
in  one  rcspitct,  it  was  brought  now  again  to  that  stafe  in 
which  it  was  first  established  ^vhon  he  had  the  honour  of  be« 
ing  a  member  of  his  Majesty's  administration.     Upon  the 

.  appmiscment-tax,  he  felt  that  great  and  unexpected  dilBi- 
cuities  would  arise,  judging  from  the  experience  he  had  had 
t>f  the  frauds  and  evasions  practised  under  the  auction^tax^ 
which  were  of  the  grossest  nature,  and  to  an  enormous 
simount.  .  Nothing  wnn  more  common  tiian  for  the  propri* 
«(or  of  an  estate  to  put  ^it  up  to  auction,  in  order  to  find 
mit  the  highest  bidder,  which  done,  he  bought  in  tjbeestate . 
himself,  pro  farma^  andafjierwards  sold  it  by  private  am* 
tract  to  the  liidder  beforeraentioned,  and  thus  ehided  the 
whole  of  the  duty. 

Lord  Nenrj^  Peitj^j  in  answer  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  sliortly  recapitulated  the  totals  oi  his  statement^ 

'  udder  the  different  heads  of  estimate,  to  shew  that  the 
yfho]e  of  the  waysand  means  for  whiph  he  called,  exceeded 
the  supplies  ati^tually  votiKl  by  only  seven  millions,  but  fell 
short  of  the  real  estimate  when  tho«e  of  the  army  should  be 
brought  forward,  for  a  great  part  of  the  military  had 
already  been  voted  for  a  part  of  the  year ;  and  in  answer  to 
the  other  observation  of  the  learned  gentleman  respecting 
the  appraisement-tax,  he  stated,  that  it  would  be  collected 
ismder  a  stamp-duty,  and  that  such  regulations  would  be 
established  in  the  business  of  auction-duties,  that  whatever 
was  lost  on  the  one  would  be  made  up  on  theothec  . 
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Mr.  Perc^tMi/ recommended  that  proprieton  should  be* 
precluded  altogether  from  bidding  at  auctiono^  He  per-* 
sisled  iB  his  argument,  that  the  Hduse  ooght  not  to  vote  for 
the  ways  and  means  for  tho  military  estimates  until  a  plan 
\^is  r^olarly  before  it.  He b^ged  toobsenre^  that  nndor 
the  h^  of  war  taxes,  a  permanent  supply^  to  a  consider** 
able  extent,  was  already  at  the  disposal  c»  his  ICajss^a 
'  ministers ;  and,  therefore,  they  haanoioccasion  ttf  ai^cE* 
pate  the  production  of  their  military  plans^  by  ToCiqg  iraya 
and  means  in  Uie  dark» 

Lord  Henry  Peiiy  obseryed,  that  with  respect  totiie  ie« 
source  of  war  taxes  ra  the  hands  of  minbtm,-  dMe  wem 
certainly  six  or  seren  millions  of  the  last  yew^a  taxes  to 
come  in ;  but  then  this  sum  wouldgo  tomslEeTip  tiiedeft» 
ciency  of  the  last  year's  expenditure. 

Mtt.  Rose  still  adhered  to  tbeprinoiDle  that  the  ways  and 
means  should  on  no  account  exceed  tne  supplies  actaaUy 
voted. 

Mr.  SeefHttfy  Fox  admitted  that  the  waya  and  meant 
ouj^t  not  to  exceed  the  supply,  but  contended  that  tl»a 
object  was  to  prevent  government  from  raising  money  by 
ways  and  means  till  the  House  had  an  mpoituni^  of  re* 
comizing  the  netosity  of  the  supply.  The  war  taxes,  aa 
had  been  stated  by  the  noble  lord,  were  r^^alarly  voted  for 
the  service  of  tile  year.  The  surplus,  if  any,  might  be 
INToperly  applied  to  difierent  services;  for  instance,  to  the 
sinkbg  fhna.  But  his  noble  friend  would  take  care  that 
the  ways  and  means  should  not  exoeed  the  supplies  to  be 
Totsd.  He  admitted,  however,  that  there  twas  ccmsider* 
able  inconvenience  in  bringing  forward  the  ways  and 
means  before  the  estimates  for  the  ^rmy  were  rq^arly  be« 
fore  the  House,  and  it  was  one  which  ought  as  much  as  pos- 
aible  to  be  avoided.  But  the  same  sort  of  inconvenience 
was  felt  last  year  in  the  vote  with  regard  to  the  subsidies,  the 
amountof  which  depended  upon  treaties  with  foreign  powers, 
which  at  that  time  were  not  in  great  forwardness.  But 
though  he  admitted  the  inoonveuieoce,  he  denied  that  thera 
was  any  tUn^  in  this  proceeding  which  counteracted  any 
;Bxed  principle.  The  inconvenience  of  delaying  the  bring- 
ing forward  of  the  budget  till  the  wrmf  estimates  could  b^ 
regularly  produced,  would,  however,  have  been  neater 
than  the  one  under  which  they  at  present  laboured,  and 
gevemment  had  only  the  choice  between  the  two.  Now 
vkh  regard  to  the  words  of  his  uoble  friend  respecting  the 
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fipuck  and  abiisoi  in  the  West  Indies,  he  muBl  saj^tbat  *h^ 
WHitaben  up  in  a  rery  hasty  manaer.    He  had  heard  him 
porfeo^jr,  biU  had  n»  id^  that  lie  had  brooghtaaj  ehaK^ 
against  tha  late  administratioa.    He  had,  on  the  contrary, 
pmised  h^hly.  the  scheme  of  the  sinking  fund,  in  which  he  - 
conUaUy  joined  hvH.^    He  had  heaxd  no  chalge  a^nst  the 
lat^  administtation;  b^jit^he  considered  it  somewhat  hard . 
and  nafeir  th^^hia  noble  friend  ^oidd  be  pre¥ented  fijOHOi   ' 
aaprjag  thatit^^^na-  the  intentian  of  government  to  adopt 
means  tor  putting  an  end  to  frauds  ^nd  perjujrics,  merayi^ 
lest  heriKraklbe  undmstood  to  bring  a^  charge  ag?iinst  the 
late  miaktty*.   The  remark  was  certabiy  not  impfppeE  i»* 
itvdfa.bat now longwasit  since thoseabuses  had beende*^ 
te^Rdb^^len.yeaia  FEas  it?  rito/  no!  from  the  Met  side} 
How  long^thien?    Only  five  years;  very  well.    Ontto^v 
fi6t  view  of'  the  thing  it  might  naturally  enough  be  thoii^t 
that  thcRS  was  no  necessity  fonsuc^h  a  lipng  dd^y  in  brings: 
ing  the  offenders  to  justice,  or  doing  something  in  thtmv 
fair.    But:  Jiowevier)  he  did  jiot  mlsan  to  say  tliat  thet  Jiate 
^^venummthad  not  made  ej^ipos  to  put  an  end  to  tho>  - 
firandb'  and  abii9^  to.  which  he.had  adverted. .  New  as  tci^^ 
the  tax  on  appsaisements^  if  the  frauds '  in  the  tax;  on  axko^f 
lions  could  by  this  means  be  prevented,  it  w^d  be  a  gieat-^ 
ohjeotgaiaed.    It  would  be  proper  that  this sheuld  beacon*  \ 
sidiaed^  anc),  any  assistance  thatmight  be  ^veft  by  the^right ) 
hoa^  and  learned  ge^Ueman  on  the  other  side  wouUbar 
UmafcfuUy  aecepte£    There  were  also  difficulties  *oa  the « 
claima  to  the^eacemptions,  and  this  point  might, :  lUMloubt,  . 
yequiie  i  consideration^    With  .respect  to  the  tax^on  |ho»t 
perty^  heooncunedwithhis.nohle.fnQnd,  that  it  was*  beb*  *. 
ter  to  raiseii  at  once  to  the  amount  at  which  i%  was  lilceiyto  * 
hold  during,  the  war,,  than  to  advance  it  graduaUyu  .  It-. 
inight  be  sud,  and  it  had  been  said  hy  hiahon*  firiendinear  -^ 
him  (Francis),  that  there  was  no  purity  against  itd  beiagr 
s^ill  gmduaUy  raiflcd.    But  then,  be  certainly  thought  thal«. 
the  present  im>do  was  {Mfcferable  to  advancing  it  1  per  cent, 
xnone  year,  and  1*1  percent^  ia Another tyeat^  and-  soon^ 
which  would  at  last  lead  to  a  constant  gradual  advance, 
which,  might  in  the.  end  annihikte  all  property*.    This  ho 
had  stated  on  a  former  occasion.to  'be  his  giSsat  <  ibjcctaon  tm  ■ 
«uch.a gradual advanpe.    GeatbmennQw^ bov/reiver^ jajgbt & 
beat  rest  upon  this  head.    It  bad  been  said  t^nathian^da. 
firieodhstdpraised.himself;  those  who  knew  hjihirmiuldwf 
that thi^.waaa.faiiltof  his..  Buiwhal Jiad.  he aaide.  nb» 
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stated  that  every  means  would  be  adopted  to  check  abuses^ 
iM>t  in  contradistinction  to  any  thing  tnat  had  been  done  by 
another  ministry,  but  merely  as  a  fact,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  he  stated  this  resolution  to  rest  were,  the  reports  of 
the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry  and  the  labours  of  the 
military  conmiission,  which  had  certainly  been  appointed 
by  the  late  administration.  These  were  the  reasons  which 
he  had  given  for  his  expectation  of  public  confidence  and 
support.'  He  had  given  a  noble  pledge,  and  he  'had  no 
doubt  he  would  adhere  to  it,  which  rested  upon  the  truest 
principle  that  coi^ld  possibly  be  stated,  and  this  was,  that 
no.  exertion  would  be  spared  in  attending  to,  and  investi« 
gating,  abuses  and  their  causes,  with  a  view  to  find  out  thtf 
means  of  correcting  then\,  and  inspiring  the  public  with 
a  well-founded  confidence  that  their  money  would  be 
properly  expended,  which  was  the  only  thing  that  could 
induce  them  to  bear  with  cheerfulness  the  burdens  which  it 
was  necessary  to  impose  upon  them. 

Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Fox  mutually  explained. 

Sir  Vitary  Gibbs  adverted  to  the  proceedings  relative  to 
the  West  India  abuses,  and  confirmed  the  statement  of  his 
fight  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Perceval),  that  the  want  of  legal 
evidence  was  the  only  cause  why  the  offenders  had  not  beeit 
brought  to  trial. 

Sir  WHUam  Young  had  never  objected  to  a  colonial  tax^ 
nor  would  he  do  it  now.  He  had  only  rose  to  set  the  noble 
h>rd  right  as  to  a  fiict.  He  had  said  that -the  prices  of 
sugar  at  present  bore  him  out  in  the  conclusion  that  thi$ 
article  was  a  proper  subject  of  taxation.  He  could  say^ 
from  his  personal  Knowledge,  that  the  owners  did  not,  since 
the  year  1798,  get  more  than  two*thirds  of  the  prioe 
which  they  had  formerly  received.  -  As  thev  had  not  the 
home  market,  he  hoped  that  a  proper  drawback  would  be 
allowed,  that  they  might  at  least  have  the  advantage  of  the 
foreign  market. 

Mr.  Hiiskiason  contended  that  e^erv  attention  had  been 
{Nud  to  the  abuses  and  firauds  in  the  West  Indies,  from  the 
time  when  they  had  been  detected.  He  was  sorry  that  the 
delinquents  had  not  been  brought  to  condign  punbhmeht; 
hut  t^iis  was  owii^  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case,  Imd  not  to  any  want  of  attention  on  the  nart  of  the 
late  government.  Many  abuses,  however,  had  peen)point« 
ed  out,  and,  from  the  efforts  that  had  been  made^  there 
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were  at  first  a  great  many  which  certainly  did  not  now  exist. 
He  congratukted  the  country  upon  the  pledge  which  the 
presertt  government  had  given,  a  pledge  which,  in  his 
Opuiion,  did  them  great  honour,  that  they  would  adhere  ' 
tp  the  system  of  finance  which  had  Ijeen  adopted  by  his 
honoured  friend  who  was  now  no  more.  This  system  was 
to  raise  the  ways  and  means  as  much  as  possible,  in  such  a 
tray  as  to  equal  the  supplies,,  and  keep  dowu  ^he  loans 
which  were  necessary  to  be  contracted.  He  was  Happy  in 
this  pledge,  because,  from  some  things  which  they  had^ 
)ieard.  out  of  doors,  and  from  other  circumstances^  the- 
firiends  of  that  system  had  felt  a  considerable  degree  of  unt 
^siness.  He  then  adverted  to  the  deficiencies  of  the  last 
year,  and  contended  that  they  arose  on  account  of  services 
tor  which  no  grai^ts  bad  been  made  by  Parliament.  This 
lie  did  in  order  to  shew  that  his  deceased  friend  had  not 

5).Teparcd  his  accounts  with  that  negligence  and  want  of 
brcsight  which  might,  .perhaps,  have  been  attributed  to 
him,  by  those  who  might  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
knowincr  any  thing  of  the  matter,  except  from  the  state- 
ment ot  the  noble  lord.  He  concluded  by  expressing  his 
approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  budget  had  upon 
the  whole  been  proposed. 

Mr.  Vansittaii  admitted  that  it  would,  no  doubt,  bt 
extremely  improper  to  bring  forward  the  ways  and  means^ 
unless  those  who  brought  them  forward  had  some  idea  of 
what  theexpenceof  the  military  department  was  likely  to  be. 
Ite  by  no  means  agreed  with  the  hon.  gentleman  wno  bad 
just  sat  down,  that  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund  was 
under-rated,  and  denied  the  criteria  upon  which  tiie  hon. 
gentleman's  estimate  was  founded;  but  yet  he  would,  of 
course,  be  happy  if  the  result  should  appear  to  justify  the. 
hon.  gentleman's  calculations.  The  right  hon;  gentleman 
took  occasion,  in  alluding  to  th^war  taxes,  tosti^  that 
the  country  was  indebted  to  liis  noble  friend  (Lord  Sid- 
mouth)  for  the  origination  of  that  system,  from  which  such 
salutary  efforts  were  found  to  spring,  and  the  principle  of 
which  now  met  the  universal  concurrence  of  Parliament  and 
the  country. 

Mr,  S.  Bourne  alleged,  that  so  far  from  overlooking  the 
frauds  committed  in  the  West  Indies,  the  late  board  oftrca-' 
sury  issued  several  orders  for  the  prosecution  of  all  persons 
0mk(»xjifd  in  such  frauds,  and  absolutely  referred  the  case 
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to  the  comptrollers  of  the  navy,  with  directions  to  suggest 
proper  measures  to  guard  against  their  recurrence.  He  had 
also  to  state,  that  immediately  after  the  report  of  the  com-- 
mission  on  the  sul>joct  of  these  ftauds,  the  report  was  re- 
fened  with  a  similar  view  of  prevention  for  thk  future,  to 
the  commissioners  for  auditing  public  accounts.  So  that 
nothing  was  left  undone  by  the  late  board  of  treasury,  to 
punish  the  agents,  and  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the 
evil  complained  of. 

Lord  Temple  thought  it  his  duty  to  state,  that  he  knew 
•f  his  own  knowledge  that  no  steps  were  taken  by  the  late 
ministry  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  frauds  committed 
in  the  West  Indies.  These  frauds  consisted  of  extrava- 
gant premiums  of  exchange,  and  false  vouchers ;  and  such 
abuses  did,  he  knew,  still  continue  to  exist. 

Mr.  Huskisson  could  not  well  conceive  how  the  noble 
lord  should  undertake  to  speak  so  confidently  as  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  of  treasury.  But  if  those  who  had 
the  opportunity  would  look  more  attentively  at  the  rccordil 
of  that  board,  \i  would  be  seen  that  no  means  were  ne- 
glected that  promised  to  put  a  stop  to  the  frauds  alluded 
to.  The  fact  was,  that  m  consequence  of  an  order  from 
the  late  board  of  treasury,  a  pereon  of  high  T^iik  wasj 
now  nnder  prosecution  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  for 
permitting  the  continuance  of  the  abuse  which  gave  room 
for  these  frauds,  although  the  character  of  this  individual 
for  integrity  was  by  no  means  implicated.  But,  inde])end- 
antly  of  tlie  orders  for  prosecution^  arrangements  wcra 
made  in  the  West  Indies  with  respect  \o  tiie  drawbig  of  • 
bills  upon  England,  which  were  particularly  calculated 
to  guard  against  every  fraud  upon  the  subject  of  ex- 
change.   ^  ' 

Mr.  Rose  recommended  the  noble  lord  (Temple)  to  look 
at  the  records  of  his  own  office^  and  he  woula  there  find 
that  the  late  ministers  had  not  only  taken  measures  to 
punish  the  delinquents  referred  to  by  the  noble  lord,  but 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  delinquencies. 

Some  farther,  conversation  upon  this  point  took  place 
between  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Perceval,  Lord  Temple,  and  Mri 
Giddy.     ' 

Mr.  Long  asked  how  the  90,000/.  interest  upon  the  debt 
due  to  the  bank  was  to  be  provided  for  i 

Lord  Henry  PeUy  answered,  by  an  issue  of  exchequer 

bill^r 

3  U  2  TIj« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


516  THE  PABLtA.MfeIfTAar  BE(S19TElt.     .  [COV. 

The  several  lesolutions  were  read  and  a^eed  to,  the 
.House  resumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  the  ne^ct  day.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

8ATITRDAY,   HAUCH  29. 

A  xne38age  from  the  lords  aonounced  *fheir  lordship* 
agreement  to  the  tea  millions-  and  ^  half  exchequer  bills 
biU;  £b^  one  miUion  and  a  half  exchequer  bills  bill;  the 
custorgs  expiring;  law  bill,  and  the  felon  transportatidn 
Expiring  law  bilH 

On  tile  motion  of  Mr.  Fydale,  the  accouot  presented  io 
the  House  on  Monday,  of  the  quantities  of  wool  imported 
and  ^exported,  was  ordered  to  be  prinied. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  1  e^^)le,  the  British  fishery  bill, 
and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  Irish  troasurv 
bills  bill,  went  through  committees,  the  reports  of  whicn 
were  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Vansittart  presented  an  aecount  of  the  money  »h 
iued  from  the  civil  list  establishment  to  public  charities, 
improvided  for  by  Parliament.  Order^  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.Vansittart  moved,  Ihat  there  be  laid  before  (he  House 
an  account  of  the  sums  remaining  in  the  exchequer  on  the 
Istof  Jan.  1805,  being  part  of  the  grants  of  JParliament  for 
the  use  of  the  year  1801 ;  and  also  for  the  unappropriated 
balances  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  pay  master-gpneral 
of  the  forces,  the  treasurer  of  the  navy,  and  the  treasurer 
6f  the  ordnance,  being  part  of  the  said  grants. 

Mr.  Long  declared,  tliat  when  the  papers  sliould  be 
produced,  uie  House  would  find  that  there  was  no  ground 
whatever  for  the  statement  made  the  preceding  day  by  the 
Hoble  lord  who  brought  forward  the  budget,  of  a  deficiencj 
of  5,800,000/.  in  the  ways  and  means  for  the  last  year^ 
isrhich  would  render  it  necessary  to  deduct  that  sum  from 
-the  loan  of  the  present  year.  There  were  arrears  that 
^vould  meet)  and  more  than  meet,  all  the  deficiencies  men- 
tiened. 

Mr.  Yanstttart  observed,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
Ihisappteheuded  his  noble  friend,  who  hful  slated  these 
deficiencies  as  peculiar  to  the  last  year. 

Mr.  Canning  appeal^  to  the  House,  whether  from  the 
nanj^r  in  which  tne  noble  lord  had  made  his  statement, 
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and  from  the  hailinff  cheers  with  which  it  had  been  accom- 
panied by  the  gentkmen  who  surrounded  him,  it  did  not 
evidently  appear  that  his  intention  was  to  induce  a  general 
belief  that  this  deficiency  existed.  For  his  part,  he  wa« 
struck  with  such  astonishment  and  dismay  at  bein^  told 
that  his  lamented  friend  had  left  so  lars^e  a  burden  to  be  die- 
charged  by  his  successor,  that  he  had  immediate  recourse 
to  the  pr6per  channels  of  information,  when  he  found 
the  fact  to  be,  that  there  did  exist  a  deficiency  t6  that 
amount,  but  there  did  also  exist  (which  had  not  been  stated 
by  the  noble  lord)  suCicicnt  assets  to  put  a^inst  that  de- 
ficiency. If  it  were  fair  to  state  one  part  of  the  subject, 
that  outstanding  charges  did  exist,  ft  was  alM>  fiiir  to  state, 
that  there  were  sufiicient  meaps  to  meet  them.  Not  to  d^ 
so  was  in  the  highest  degree  uncandid. 

Lord  Temple  thought  that  when  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man' got  up  to  defend  the  character  of  his  late  friend  (not 
more  that  right  hon.  genlleman^s  friend  than  his  own),  it 
would  be  Imt  just  that  he  should  use  the  same  fairsesa 
which  he  had, extolled  so  much  to  his  noble  friend,  and 
not  reflect  on  him  in  his  absence.  If  he  wished  to  raaki 
any  comments  on  the  statement  of  his  noble  friend ^^  in  his 
opinion  he  ought  to  reserve  them  until  he  was  present  to 
defend  himsell. 

Mr.  Canning  replied,  that  the  discussion  did  not  orif 
^inate  with  him.  and  when  the  subject  was  mentioned,  it 
was  impossible  for  one  fcrling  like  himself  to  defer  express- 
ing those  feelings.  As  to  the  absence  of  the  noble  lord,  • 
he  must  say,  that  tlw  absence  of  a  chanocllor-of  the  ex* 
chequer  on  the  day  when  the  report  of  a  budget  was  to  be 
brou^t  up,  appear^  to  him  to  be  most  extraordinary  and 
Wipaiiiament^y. 

The  accounts  were  then  ordered. 

(Lord  Henry  Petty  immediately  entered  the  Ronse.) 

DEFENCE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Mr.  Secretary  Windham  gave  notice,  that  on  Wedncsf 
^ay  next  he  should  be  ready  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  th^  House  tlie  measures  connected  with  the  military  de- 
fence of  the  country,  the  delay  of  which  had  excited  such 
^xtraordioaiy  impatience  in  the  gentlemen  opposite. 
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Blltr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committeo 
of  wajB  and  means. 

Mr.  Brooke  gave  notice,. that  considering  the  duty  on 
ftugar  as  calculated  to  &11,  not  on  the  consumer,  but  on 
the  planter,  who  was  ill  able  to  bear  any  addition  to  hia 
buroens,  he  should  on  Monday  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Fraacis  also  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  he  should 
think  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  the  House  hjs  objections  to 
the  increased  tu  on  property. 

The  first  and  second  insolations  relative  to  the  loan  were 
Ifead  and  agreed  to,  and  bills  ordered  to  be  bronght  in  on 
them. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved,  that  the  remaining  rcsolu* 
tions  should  be  read  pro  format  but  that  the  further  consi^ 
deration  of  them  should  be  postponed  till  Monday. 

On  reading  the  resolutions  relative  to  the  increased  tax 
on  property, 

Mr.  jBabington  objected  to  the  mode  in  which  the  ex« 
emptlons  were  to  be  made.  He  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
lord,  whether  or  not  under  the  term  *^  small  annuitants,** 
he  meant  to  include  the  military,  the  clergy,  and  thoso 
who  had  only  a  life-interest  in  their  property  ? 

Mr.  Rose  suggested  the  propriety  of  deferring  any  dis^ 
enssion  on  this  subject  till  Monday ;  but  x 

Lord  Henry  Petty  felt  no  hesitation  in  informing  tb^ 
lion,  gentleman,  that  it  was  intended  to  include  in  th^  ex« 
«mptions  the  military  and  clergy  with  small  incomes,  but 
not  those  who  had  a  life-interest  in  estates. 

The  remaining  resolutions  were  then  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  further  consideration  on  Monday^ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rose,  ih^re  were  ordered  to  b^ 
lud  before  the  Houseanaccount  of  the  quantity  of  wine 
imported  into,  and  exported  from,  Great  Britain',  from  .the 
year  1790  to  the  year  1805,  distinguishing  French  wine 
from  wine  not  French  ;  and  an  account  of  Uie  quantity  of 
wine  during  the  same  period,  taken  for  home  CQnsump« 
tion,  with  the  same  specification. 

Mr.  W.  Wynne  presented  copies  of  the  abstracts  of  the 
returns  made  to  the  subdivision  rolls  bill.  Mr.  Wynne 
observed,  that  there  were  several  deficiencies  in  the  returns 
for  the  year  1805,  but  that  circalar  ktten  had  been  ad- 
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dressed  to  the  lords  lieutenants  of  counties  for  the  purposi 
of  supplying  them.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Attomejr  General  brought  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  inspect  the  journals  of  the  Houas 
of  Lords,,  rdative  to  the^  witnesses  liability  iEU)t.    Qidsaelt 
to  be  printed.    Adjourned. 

•-  ^ 

HOUSE   OF   LORDS.     * 

MONOAT,    MARCH  31. 

In  the  appeal  ^^  Johnson  and  others  v.  Scott  tod 
another,"  Mr.  Perceval  was  heard  in  reply,  after  which; 
the  further  consideration  was  postponed  till  Monday  tht 
14th  of  April. 

The  royal  assent  was-  given  by  commission  ta  the 
10,500,000/.  and  1,500,000/.  exchequer  bills  bin,  the  spkits 
excise  duties  bill,  the  felons  transportation  bill,  and  seveit 
«anal,  road,  and  private  biUs. 

The  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Ghancello%  Lord 
Walsingham,  and  Lord  Auckland. 

The  (Jape  of  Good  Hopje  trade  regulation  bill  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 
.  The  expiring  laws  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  the  com- 
mitment negatived,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  thhrd 
time  the  next  day. 

The  committee  of  privileges  on  the  Zouch  peerage  wa*. 
postponed  till  Monday  the  §2A  of  April. 

SIR   J.  T.  BUCKWOnTU. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  his  Ma« 
jeaty's  message  into  consideration, 

.Lord  GremiUe  said  he  felt  a  'reluctance  to  trouUe  theit 
lordships  again  upon  this  subject,  as  they  so  recently  had 
in  their  consideration  the  eminent  services  performed  by 
Yice-Adipiral  Duckworth,  and  so  recently  marked  their 
sense  of  those  services  by  confenin^  on  the  gallant  admiral 
jthat  high  reward  which  was  in  this  case  so  well  deserved, 
the  thanks  of  their  lordships'  house.  He  should,  there^ 
fore,  .mcarely  move  that  an  humble  address  be  presented  to 
faia  Majesty,  thanking  his  Majesty  for  his  most  giaciouis 
GOsununicatipR,  and  expressing  their  readiness  to  concur 
ijo,  any  measure  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  his*  Majesty's 
gracious  intention.  f 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  Item.  ifiV. 
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mJUITART  FORCE. — VOLUNTEERS. 

EMCumden  moyed  for  several  abBtracta  of  ratarns  fe« 
him  to  like  additioiud  force  act,  and  for  aeveml  accottnts 
of  the  force  of  the  army,  the  number  of  jnen  ra»ed  for 
general  service,  &c.  all  which,  he  said,  he  considered  ne- 
cessary to  the  proper  discussion  of  the  subject  which  was 
ahortly  to  come  before  Parliament,  involving  the  general 
defence  of  the  icountry.  He  did  not  know  wheth^  the 
additional  force  act  was  Intended  lo  be  repealed,  nor  did  he 
iMend  to  <^sk  his  Majesty's  ministers  the  question ;  but  it 
wufi^  at  alt  events,  necessary  that  the  fullest  infounatioa 
T^gf^fk,  tile  sabject  should  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Lord  Grettville  had  no  objection  to  the  motions,  though 
ke'dodbted  whether  thev  would  produce  idl  the  informal 
tjon  which  was  wanted ;  with  respect  to  the  additional 
iSaioe  act,  he  was  strongly  inimical  to  it  at  the  time  it  was 
l^ught  forward,  and  his  opinion  respecting  it  still  ie» 
4»ained  the  same. 

The  motions  were  agreed  to.  . 

Jjord  IIttwic9$bury  rose  to  move  for  information  uimt 
another  branch  of  the  same  subjedt)  which  he  considefecL 
it  highly  important  the  House  should  be  in  possession  of. 
He  Eluded  to  the  voliMtteers  force,  his  object  being  to  ab^ 
tain  information  as  to  the  gross  numbers  of  vohmtrars,  and 
also  the  relative  proportion/  of  eficiency  which  ^exisfied 
amongst  that  force.  He  had  heard  from  report  tiiat  the 
subject  of  the  defence  of  the  country  was  very  shortly  to 
be  brought  forward  in  another  place.  He  did  not  wish 
iheoefoie  to  enter  into  any  premature  Acossion  on  that 
subject,  but  he  could  not  hdp  expressing  his  opinion,  thai 
k  would  be  highly  advi^hle  the  volunteers  diotfld  know 
as  speedily  as  possible  what  was  intended  to  be  done  wfth 
tihat  description  of  force.  That  part  of  the  year  in  wbioh 
volunteer  corps  could  be  most  usefully  employed  in  «t- 
tainin^  discipline,  by  being  placed  on  pemianent  duty, 
was  within  about  two  moauis  from  the  present  time,  it 
was  therefore  highly  expedient  that  all  uncertainty  with 
lespect  to  their  situation  should  lie  at  an  end  without  delay. 
He  ooacluded  by  moving  for  retu/ns  of  thenumbeos  of  the 
volunteer  force  in  the  years  1804  and  1805,  and  also  for 
returns  of  the  numbers  of  those  tHm»  had  been  on  persm« 
jrent  duty  lu  the  same  years. 

Lorfi  Gre^;^  agreed  that  no  tinie  caught  to  be  lost 
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Upon  SO  important  a  sulycct,  but  upon  (liis  Tiead  public 
impatience  would  be  gratified  in  the  course  of  little  mo^q 
than  forty-eight  hours.  He  was  one  of  those,  however, 
•who  thought  that  a  qomprehcnsivc  plan,  c*iibracing  the/ 
military  force  of  the  country,  ought  not  to  be  brought 
/without  care  and  mature  consideration,  and  that  no  time 
was  lost  in  the  delay  necc^sarj'  to  bring  such  a  plan  to  ma-^ 
turity.  With  respect  to  the  noble  lord's  motions,  he* 
doubted  whether  there  could  .be  anjr  regular  return  of  the 
efficiency  of  Volunteers,  that^  not  being  a  ^  word  known  in 
the  act  of  parliament.  The  effective  strength  of  volun-! 
teer  corps  might  be  ascertained,  aijd  this,  £c  conceived, 
would  better  answer  the  noble  lord^s  purpose. 

Ijori  Hawkeshury  contended,  that  there  were  i^tums 
in  the  office,  from  which  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
Tolunteers  efficient  might  be  obtained. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  thought  tliere  was  no  other  way  o£ 
obtaining  a  statement  of  the  number  of  volunteers  efficient 
than  by  calling  for  the  opinions  of  the  different  inspectinfj 
officers,  as  applicable  to  each  corps,  there  beipg  no  stan£ 
ard  by  which  the  efficiency  could  be  ascertained.  He  was 
of  opinion  it  would  be  much  better  to  call  for  a  return  of 
the  effective  strength.  ^ 

Lord  Hawkesburi/  inaintained  that  there  were,  or  at 
leasthad  been,  when  he  was  in  office,  documents  fromwhence 
a  return  of  the  efficient  strength  of  the  .volunteer  force 
might  be  made  out.  For  instance,  some  corps  had  been 
slated  by  the  inspecting  officers  to  ibe  in  a  high  state  of 
discipline:  others  to  ])e  advancing  towards  that  state  of 
discipline,  and  others  to  he  deficient. 

Lord  Grenville  contended,  that  there  was  no  other  cri- 
terion to  judge  b^  in  this  case,  than  the  effective  strength* 
The  efficiency  of  a  regular  regiment  was  known  to  be  a 
certain  standard  of  discipline,  but  the  efficiency  of  a  vo- 
lunteer corps  was  not  ascertained  by  any  standard,  but 
rested  upon  tlie  individual  opinions  of  an  immense  num- 
ber of  inspecting  officers,  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
There  were,  indeed,  many  defects  in  the  system.  On  the 
muster  of  a  regular  regiment,  all  the  men  were  obliged  to 
attend,  except  those  who  were  sick  or  absent  on  leave, 
but  in  a  volunteer  corps,  an  inspecting  officer  had  no 
power,  nor  could  he  have,  consistent  with  the  nature  of  «^ 
volunteer  force,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  a  single 
individnal.  Besides  this,  volunteers  were  not  rendered 
^  Vol.  I.  1805-6.  3  X  effective 
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effective  by  attending  inspections,  but  by  a  certain  number 
of  days  attendance  in  the  year,  according  to  the  act  of 
parliament;  and  thus  it  mi^ht  happen,  that  a  volunteer 
corps  miglit  be  effective,  by  having  attended  the  jequisite 
number  of  days,  and  yet  it  might  happen,  -when  the  in- 
specting' officer  canle  to  inspect  them,  not  one  individual 
might  attend ;  the  corps  y/ould  still  be  effective  under  the 
enactments  of  the  act  of  parliament. 

Lord  Hawkesburj/  ftgreed  to  add  Tvords  for  the  purpose  - 
of  distiriguishirig  the  numbers  returned  as  effective. 

Some  farther  conversation  ensued  between  Lords  Gren- 
ville,-Hawkesbury,  and  the  Earl  of  Darnley.  Lord  Gren- 
Tille  wished  Ireland  tol  be  left  out  of  the  motion,  as  the 
volunteers  thtre  were  on  a  footing  totally  different  to  those 
of  this  country.  To  this  Lord  Hawkesbury  assented,  and 
the  motions,  thus  amended,  were  agreed  to. 

INTERCOURSE' BETWBEN  AXERICA  AXD  THE  WEST  INPIES. 

•  Lord  Holland^  previous  to  Lord  Auckland's  motion  on 
the  subject,  wished  to  move  for  some  farther  documents, 
in  order  to  place  in  a  clearer  point  of  view,  than  the  pa- 
pers on  the  table  admitted  of,  the  number  of  ships,  and 
wAt  tonna^,  belonging  to  British  ports.  He  accord- 
ingly moved  for"^ accounts  of  the  nuniber  of  ships  which 
had  cleared  out  of,  and  ako  the  number  built  in,  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  the  British  empire,  with  their  tonnage^ 
which  after  a  few  words  from  Lord  Sheffield  and  Lord 
Holland  in  explanation,  were  ordered. 

Lord  Auckland  then  rose  to  make  his  promised  motion^ 
which  he  prefaced  bv  entering  into  several  details.  By  the 
navigation  acts  of  Charles  IL  and  William  III.  aU  trade  to 
tiie  British  colonies  in  foreign  bottoms  was,  he  said,  prohibit- 
ed. It  was  evident  that  vit  vessels  of  the  United  States  of 
America  were  foreign  bottoms,  and  therefore  came  under  the 
prohibitory  clauses  of  these  acts.  From  the  peace  of  1783 
to  1788  they  were  precisely  in  this  situation.  In  the  latter 
yctur  a  legislative  measure  tyas  resorted  to  upon  the  subject, 
which  continued  tilithe  year  1793,  from  which  perl6(l  till 
the  year  1801  the  governors  of  the  British  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies  exercised  the  power  of  granting,  as  necessity 
required,  permission  to  import  provisions  and  lumber 
from  America,  and  every  year  a  bill  was  passed  to  indem- 
nify those  concerned  in  advising  or  exercising  this  roea^ 
iure^  for  thdr  acting  contrary  to  law.    It  happe^ed,  how- 
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ever,  that  in  1801,  awing  to  the  confusion  arising  from 
the  change  of  administration,  a  bill  of  this  description  was 
omitted  to  be\brought  forward,  and  the  subject  had  escaped 
attention  until  the  present  time,  when,  on  turning  to  its 
consideration,  he  found  this  to  be  the  slate  of  the  case. 
It  became,  therefore,  necessary  to  indemnify  four  adminis* 
trations,   including  that. now  in  oiBce,  ror  having  thus 
acted  contrary  to  law  since  tlie  year  1801,  as  well  iis  the 
governors  of  the  West  India  Islands ;  this  was  the  object 
of  the  bill,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  introduce,  and 
which ^  he  had  no  doubt,  would  be  supported  by  all  those 
noble  lords  who  had  formed  a  part  of  the  four  administra- 
tions to  which  he  had  alluded.     With  respect  to  the  sub- 
ject itself,  it  was  certainly  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
our  West  India  colonies  should  be  reffularly  supplied  with 
provisions.     From  the   nature  of  their  cultivation  they 
could  only  grow  a  very  small  part  of  the  provisions  ne- 
cessary for  meit  subsistence.  He  was  not  disposed  to  quar- 
rel  with  the  United  States  of  America  for  supplying  the 
West  India  islands  with  those  articles,  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  disposed  to  think  it  an  advantageous  intercourse.     If 
the  island^  were  left  to  depend  upon  this  country  for  a 
supply  of  provisions,   it  must  necessarily  in  time  of  war 
be  precarious,  whilst  in  the  event  of  scarcity,  ships  sail- 
ing from  this  country  would,  of  course,  go  to  Uiosc  islands 
where  they  expectea  to  get  the  highest  prices,  and  pro- 
bably pass  those  which  were  most  in  want.     A  regular 
supply  of  provisions  to  our  West  India  islands  could  only 
be  ensured  to  them  from  America^  and  his  opinion  was, 
that  the  enactment  of  our  laws  ought  not  to  be  followed  up 
with  any  view  of  preventing  the  Americans  from  deriving 
an  advantage  from  the  intfercourse.     The  neutral  bottoms 
of  the  Americans  were  of  use  to  us  in  time  of  war— the  ad- 
.  vantage  was  mutual.     The  United  States  of  America  had 
grown   with   our  growth,    and   strengthened  with  our 
strength,  and  had  contributed  much  to  the  increase  of 
our  commerce ;  a  commerce  which  had  arisen  to  an  un- 
exampled pitch  of  prosperity,  and  which  was  greatly  su- 
perior now  to  what  it  ever  had  been,  even  in  time  of 
peace.     Thus  it  appeared  from  official  documents,  that 
the  value  of  the  expotts  from  this  country  of  British  ma- 
nniactures,  which,  on  the  average  of  the  five  years  ending 
in  1793,  amounted  to  15,400,000/.  amounted  on  the  ave- 
rage of  the  five  years  ending  in  1805,  to  25,600,000/.    He 
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thought  it  i^ould  be  adviseable  to  introduce  some  reeui^-* 
tion,  in  order  that  the  intercourse  Ijetween  our  West  India 
colonies  and  America  might  be  placed  upon  a  more  cer^* 
tain  footing ;  this  might  be  effected  by  authorizing  the  go-f 
vernors  to  issue  proclamations  from  time  to  time  allowing 
the  importation  from  America,  each  proclamation  to  be 
in  force  Tor  six  months,  which  would  ensure  a  more  regu- 
lar supply,  there  being  a  certainty  that  no  interruption 
would  take  place  during  .that  period.  His  Majesty's  late 
ministers,  to  whom,  in  this  instance,  he  did  not  mean  to 
impute  the  least  blajne,  had  sent  out  a  circular  letter  to 
the  governors  in  the  West  Indies,  requiring  them  not  to  ^ 
grant  a  permission  for  importation  from  America  on  light 
and  trivial  grounds.  Some  of  them  took  an  alarm,  and 
put  a  stop  to  the  importation  altogether,  which  had  the 
effect  of  enormously  raising  the  price  of  provisions.  It 
was,  however,  fit  that  the  intercourse,  which  was  neces- 
sary, at  least  in  time  of  war,  to  the  comfort  and  well- 
l)eing  of  our  West  India  colonies,  sjiould  be  reguli^tcd  by 
an  act  of  the  legislature,  and  that  the  governors  of  our 
islands  should  not  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  continu- 
ally acting  in  violation  of  the  law,  or  ministers  at  home, 
of  continually  advising  such  violatiojis.  He  concluded 
by  presenting  a  bill  to  indemnify  all  persons  concerned  in 
advising  or  ordering  measures  for  importing  certain  arti- 
cles into  the  West  India  islands  from  America,  in  Ameri- 
can vessels,  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  concurred  with  much  of  what 
had  been  said  by  the  noble  lord.  He  thought,  however, 
that  with  the  aid  of  convoys,  the  West  Indies  might,  even 
in  time  of  war,  be  supplied  from  this  country ;  but  ad-r 
mitted  that  a  supply  so  sent  would  be  precarious.  In 
time  of  peace,  the  question  assumed  a  far  different  shapC) 
as  he  conceived  there  was  no  doubt  that  oi^r  West  India 
islands  could  then  be  supplied  regularly  from  this  coi^i-* 
try.  He  objected  to  the  trade  between  America  and  Uie 
West  Indies,  on  account  of  its  giving  rise  to  smuggling  tq 
a  grpat  extent^  and  of  its  enabling  the  Americans  to  im- 
port into  our  colonies  the  produce  of  the  East  Indies  at  a 
low  rate,  thereby  excluding  the  merchants  of  this  country 
from  a  beneficial  source  of  trade.  When  he  heard  the 
noble  lord,  speak  of  ^e  advantages  of  neutral  bottoms,  he 
hoped  his  Majesty^s  ministers  had  not  formed  a  similar 
ppinipn  Yfiih  respect  to  the  trade  carried  on  by  America 
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between  the  enemy's  colonies  and  the  mother  country.* 
The  confining  our  WestlndLa  ishinds  to  procure  a  supply 
of  provisions  by  means  of  British  vessels  in  time  of  pt^^ace 
would  be  the  means  of  employing  a  great  number  ot  Bri- 
tish seamen,  whilst  it  would  prove  a  bcaeficial  source  of 
commerce  to  this  country,  the  advautages  of  which  ought 
pot  lightly  to  be  given  up. 

Lord  Shef&cld  supported  the  arguments  of  the  Duke  of 
AfontrosCt 

LoTcd  Holland  deprecated  our  entering  into  any  war  of 
regulations  with  the  United  States  of  America,  respecting 
an  intercourse  which  tended  to  mutual  advantage.  He 
could  not  conceive  that  the  confining  our  West  India 
islands  to  a  supply  in  British  vessels  would  be  of  that  ad-. 
vantJige  to  this  country  which  tlie  noble  duke  had  stated ; 
the  seamen  employed  in  such  a  trade  were  not  of  that  do- . 
scription  to  be  useful  to  this  country,  neither  would  build-* 
ing  ships  here  for  the  purpose  of  sending  to  America  to 
purchase  provisions  to  carry  to  the  West  Indies  repay  the 
expence.  He  trusted  that  Parliament  would  never  again 
try  the  experiment,  which  was  productive  of  so  much  mi- 
sery to  our  AVost  India  colonics  in  the  period  from  1784 
to  1786",  when  their  supply  from  America  was  cut  off',  and 
in  con^quence  of  whicn,  in  Jamaica  alone,  15,000  negroes 
died,  from  the  famine  which  that  regulation  produced. 

The  Duhe  of  Montrose  contended,  thajt  in  time  of  peace 
an  exclusive  trade  to  our  West  India  islands  in  British 
vessels  would  be  the  means  of  employing  a  great  number 
of  our  seamen,  who  would  otherwise  be  unemployed. 

After  some  explanation  from  Lord  Auckland, 

Lord  Grenxille  observed,  that  the  question  as  to  what 
might  or  miglit  not  be  politic  or  expedient,  with  respect 
to  the  trade  of  our  West  India  islands  in  time  of  peace, 
was  wholly  foreign  to  the  question  then  before  the  House. 
Whatever  opinion  might  be  entertained  on  the  former 
point,  it  was  clear  that  in  tim«  of  war  a  necessity  existed 
for  Hllowing  the  Americans  to  supply  our  West  India 
islands  with  provisions  ;  at  all  events,  he  was  not  disposed 
to  hazard  a  speculation  of  confining  the  sourci:  of  supply  to 
Britihh  vessels,  when  tlie  subsistence  of  near  amillion  of  per- 
sons inhabiting  a  most  important  part  of  the  British  empirtj 
was  at  stake. — He  suggested  that  it  would  Ik*  most  expe- 
dient to  adopt  a  legislative  regulation,  which  might  bo 
(iQue  bv  a  da\ise  in  the  present  bill,  authorising  his  Mn- 
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jcsty  111  couBcil  to  direct  his  Majesty's  governors  in  the 
West  Indies  to  rssne  proclamations  from  time  to  time,  each 
proclamation  to  Ke  m  force  for  six  months,  allowing  the 
importation  of  proyisions  and  lumber  in  American  vessels. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  some  legislative  regula- 
tion ought  to  be  enacted  upon  the  subject,  and  that  the 
system  of  continually  violating  the  law  and  passing  bills  of 
indemnity  oiiffht  not  to  be  continued. 

Lord  Auckland  gave  notice,  that  in  the  progress  of  the 
bill  he  should  introduce  a  clause  founded  upon  the  sug- 
gestions thrown  out  by  his  noble  friend. 

The  bill  was  ordereid  to  be  printed.    Adjourned, 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.       . 

MONDAY,   MARCH   31. 

iSir  John  Newport,  returned  for  the  city  of  Waterford, 
took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

Mr.  Quarme,  the  deputy  u»her  of  the  black  rod,  sum- 
moned the  House  to  attend  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  hear 
the  royal  commission  for  passing  bills  read. 

The  Speaker  on  his  return  announce  the  royal  assent 
to  tlie  ten  million  and  one  million  and  a  half  exchequer 
bills  bill,  the  felons  transportation  bill,  and  some  private 
bills. 

A  person  from  the  exchequer  presented  an  account  of 
the  sums  remaining  in  the  exchequer  in  1806,  being  part 
of  the  grant*  of  1805,  with  the  sums  issued  pursuant  to 
addressee  to  his  Majesty.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  Yorke  observed,  that  in  consequence  of  the  discus- 
sions that  had  arisen  during  the  proGrress  of  the  Dublin 
paving  bill,  resixjcting  the  conduct  of  the,  Jrish  govern- 
ment, he  would  now  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  move 
for  the  correspondence  that  had  taken  place  between  the 
lord  lieutenant  and  the  commissioners  for  paving  and  light* 
ing  the  stre«;ts  of  Dublin.  ' 

Mr.  Huddlestone  gave  notice,  that  he  would  the  next 
day  move  for  a  letter  of  the  20th  of  March  1805,  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Nabob  of  Oiide  during  the  Mali- 
ratta  war. 

EARL   ST.  VINCENT. 

Mr.  Joffery  gave  notice,  that  on  as  early  a  day  as  pos- 
sible, after  the  recess,  he  would  be  ready  to  bring  fom^ard 
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his  charges  against  Earl  St.  Vincent.  He  was  willing  ia 
liamc  any  day  whicli  might  appear  most  convenient  to  iha 
House.     He  ihen  named  Thursday  the  17th  of  ApriK 

Mr.  Ticrney  wotild  not  object  to  the  day  at  present,  but 
ds  the  notice  was  given  when  those  who  might  be  most 
concerned  in  it  were  not  present,  he  did  not  engage  that 
he  would  agroe  to  that  day,  provided  there  should  appear 
fiiny  grounds  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Jcffery  observed,  that  hid  reason  for  naming  so 
dirly  a  day  Svas,  that  the  papers  for  which  he  had  moved 
were  almost  ready,  and  in  four  days  would  be  in  circula- 
tion. But  still  he  had  no  objection  whatever  to  any  rea- 
sonable dday. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  that  ttcre  be  laid  before  the 
House  estimates  of  the  ejtpences  of  the  Protestant  charily 
schools,  the  royal  college  of  surgeons,  and  the  other  Irish 
charities.    Agreed  to. 

He  then  presented  those  estimates,  wbich  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

NAVY   CONTRACTS. 

iWr,  Brooke  stated  that  he  had  given  notice  of  a  motiori 
for  that  day  respecting  the  supply  of  the  navy  with  spirits. 
The  object  was  to  prevent  the  consumption  of  brandy  in 
the  navy  in  preference  to  runi.  He  had  only  a  general 
return  of  the  proportion  of  each  consumed^  but  these  would 
shew  iha  propriety  of  paying  some  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject. He  then  stated  the  excess  of  the  bran^  consumed 
oi«r  the  rum  during  the  last  three  years.  This  was  ex- 
traordinary, considering  the  preference  that  was .  due  >io 
our  own  colonists,  who  ought  to  be  enabled  at  least  to 
have  the  advantage  of  a  fair  competition.  He  had  stated 
on  Monday  last,  that  he  would  not  bring  forward  his  mo- 
tion, provided  government  made  satisfactory  regulations 
on  the  subject.  He  understood  that  such  regulations  as 
would  protect  the  colonists  were  now  made,  and  with  these. 
lie  was  in  the  mean  time  perfectly  satisfied ;  only  he  hoped 
that  in  case  these  should  be  found  inadequate,  further  ex- 
ertions should  be  made.  He  would  therefore  not  trouble 
the  House  any  further,  and  concluded  hy  withdrawing 
his  motion. 

ADMIHAL  DUCKWORTH. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  the  .order  of  the  dav  for  the 
House  going  into  a  comxnittee  to  consider  his  Majesty's 
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message  relative  to  Admiral  Duckworth.  The  Speaker 
fiaviiig  kft  the  chair,  his  lordship  observed  that  there  was 
no  occasion  for  any  remarks  of  his  on  (his  subject,  and 
therefore  he  proposed,  "  that  the  annual  sum  of  IGOO/.  from 
the  consolidated  fund  should  ]ye  settled  on  Sir  John  Thomas 
Duckworth  daring  the  terra  of  his  Matural  life,  to  com-, 
nience  from  the  6th  day  of  February  last.'*  Agreed  to. 
Report  the  next  day. 

Mr.  PauU  postponed  his  motion  relative  to  the  affairs  of 
India,  on  account  of  the  expected  conversation  respecting 
the  taxes. 

Lord  Temple  knew  that  he  was  irregular,  but  asked 
how  it  was  possible  for  the  House  to  have  made  them- 
selves masters  of  the  voluminous  papers  on  the  table  in  so 
short  a  time? 

Mr,  Paull  replied,  that  the  papers  were  not  long,  and 
that  they  had  been  before  the  House  these  four  days. 

COLONIAL    REGULATIOX, 

The  Altomef/ General  rose,  pursuant  to  his  notice,  to 
move  for  a  bill  respecting  the  supply  of  certain  polonies 
with  neffroes.  lie  trustea  he  would  have  the  concurrence 
of  the  'House,  as  humanity  as  well  as  policy  dictated  the 
measure  which  he  was  about  to  propose,  and  morality 
went  hand  in  hand  with  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
As  the  law  stood  at  present  with  respect  to  the  slave  trade, 
negroes  might  be  directly  carried  to  any  colony  belonging 
to  a  power  not  at  war  with  us,  though  this  might  contribute 
in  time  to  render  them  our  rivals  in  maritime  strength. 
As  there  was  the  liberty  of  a  direct  supply  to  neutral  co- 
lonies, the  enemies  colonies  had  an,  opportunity  of  having 
-an  easy  supply  from  them.  His  Majesty,  it  was  true,  had 
the  right  of  preventing  a  supply  from  being  ^ni  to  hostile 
colonies,  but  witli  regard  to  neutral  colonies^  such  as  St. 
Croix  and  St.  Thomas,  belonging  to  Denmark,  these  might- 
lie  directly  supplied  to  any  extent.  The  consequence  was, 
that  in  iliose  islands,  not  only  the  Spanish  colonies  in  die 
vicinity,  such  as  Cuba ;  but  even  the  French  colonies  of 
Guadaloup<*,  Martinique,  and  St.  Domingo,  had  a  ready 
resource.  Thceficcts  of  this  were  by  no  means  indifferent, 
tfoT  these  colonies  were  not  only  the  rivals  of  ourS;  but  this 
trade  would  tend  materially  to"  increase  the  maritime 
strength  of  our*  enemies  ;  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  very 
s^blc  officer,  that  Sf.  Domingo  was  a  place  remarkably  well 
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calculated  to  add  to  the  naval  force  of  Francel  If  this 
had  only  been  a  mere  carrying  trade,  such  as  the  exporta- 
tion-of  cotton,  there  could  not  be  so  much  objection  to  it ; 
but  this  was  by  no  means  the  case.  The  trade  T^as  an  ex- 
isting evil,  ^vhich  Tras  tolerated  at  preserif  as  far  as  the 
neutral  coloiues  were  concerned,  but  which  ought  to  be 
•confined  to  the  Briti^i  colonies.  The  object  therefore  was 
to  prevent  the  trade  frcwn  being  carried  on  with  any  foreign 

•  ij^lands.  It  had  a  reference  to  an  order  of  council"  in  ISOS, 
which  went  to  regulate  the  trade  with  respect  to  conquered  - 
colonies.  How  far  these  were  to  be  considered  as  pure 
conquests,  he  was  not  correctly  informed ;  but  regulations 
must  be  adopted  with  regard  to  them,  suitable  to  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  they  stood.  He  concluded  by  moving 
for  ft  bill  to  give  further  effect  to  the  order  of  council  in 
1805,  respecfing  the  importation  of  slaves  to  foreign 
islands. 

The  Speaker,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Perceval,  here  said  a 
few  words  respecting  the  points  of  form,  whether  it  was 
strictly  regular  to  neter  to  a  proclamation  not  before  the 
House. 

The  Attorney  General  said  that  it  was  better  to  adhere 
to  the  usual  course,  and  therefore  he  withdrew  his  motion ^ 
And  substituted  another,  which  was,  that  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  requesting  that  he  would 
be  ffraciously  pleased  to  order  a  copy  of  the  proclamation 
of  1805,  relative  to  the  supply  of  foreign  islands  with  slaves, 
to  be  laid  before  the  House*  '^his  would  be  a  foundation 
for  his  other  motion. 

General  Tarleton  hoped  that  proper  notice  would  be 
given,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  his  constituents 
and  oth^r  merchants  to  consider  whether  the  bill  would  be 
prejudicial  to  their  interests, 

^r  fVilliam  Young,  had  no  objection  to  regulations 
which  would  increase  our  naval  strength,  and^dimi- 
liisli  that  of  the  enemy ;  but  as  to  the  colonies  that  had 

*  nurrendered  t^itfabut  any^terms^  he  hoped  that  the  prohi- 
bition would  not  extend  in  its  rigour  to  them.  In  Tobago, 

•for  instance,  there  was  not  fi  Frenchman;  and  their  re- 
storation to  British  protection  was  rather  a  matter  of  ex- 
ultation tfaati  of  regret  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  island. 
.  Mr.  Alderman  Prinsep  thought  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  exactly  understand  the  subject  on  which 
the  proclamation  was  founded.  .He  hoped  that  the  subject 
Vol.  I.  1803.6.  3  Y  would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


530  THE  FAllIilAirBNtARY  REGISTER.  [cOW. 

would  he  fully  and  minutely  examined  befoiB  it  yms 
brought  forward. 

Tm  Attorney  General  mentioned,  that  his  design  was 
to  have  the  bill  read  a  first  time  previous  to  the  recess^ 
during  which  time  gentlemen  would  hfive  an  ample  op* 
portunity  of  examining  its  provisions. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  requested  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man opposite  would  postpone  his  motion  for  Indian  papers^ 
on  aecount  of  the  protracted  conversation  that  might  be 
expected  on  the  taxes. 

&f  r.  Huddleston,  after  observing  that  he  did  not  appre> 
bend  his  motion  would  produce  much  discussion,  agreed 
to  postpone  it  till  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Kobert  Thornton, .  who  stood  in  the  same  situation, 
agreed  to  postpone  his  motion  for  the  letter  of  Sir  George 
&rIow  to  Lord  Lake  till  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up  a  bill  for  raising  twenty  mil- 
lions by  way  of  annuities.  Read  a  first  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

.  TVft.  Hawthorn  brought  up  the  report  of  the  treasnry 
bills  bill.  This  was  received,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  the  hext  day. 

A  person  from  the  navy  pay-oflSce  presented  an  account 
of  the  amount  of  exchequer  bills  in  the  hands  of  the  trea- 
surer, being  part  of  the  grants  of  1804.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Paul!  said  something  respecting  an  amendment, 
which  he  might  propose  in  the  honourable  geiitleraan^s 
(Huddlcston)  motion  for  Indian  papers,  and  wished  io 
kn0w  whether  he  would  certainly  bring  it  forward  the  next 
day. 

*Mr.  Huddleston  replied,  that  he  could  not  positively 
tcll,  as  circumstances  might  again  prevent  it. 

NEW   TAXES. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved.the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  ways  amd  means.  This  being 
agreed  io^ 

Mr.  Franm  (who  sat  on  the  opposits  side)  rose  and  ob- 
served, that  he  felt  more  at  ease  in  speaking  from  that  side 
of  the  House  (a  lau^h)^  than  he  would  do  in  spraking 
from  the  other.  He  bad  sat  long  enough  on  the  left  hana 
of  the  Speaker,  to  cure  him  perfectly  of  the  ambition  of 
sitting  there  a;iy  longer  (a  laugh)  ;  he  sat  there,  merely, 
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that  ^hat  he  had  to  say,  might  be  better  heard,  and  if 
possible,  more  attended  to,  by  those  who  sat  opposite  to 
him.  He  found,  from  conversation -out  of  doors,  and 
from  the  newspa])ers,  that  what  he  had  said  on  a  former 
occasion  respecting  the  budget  had  not  been  exactljfr  un- 
derstood. Insrtcad,  however,  of  pointing  out  the  mistake^ 
be  thought  it  better  io  state  now  precisely  what  he  meant. 
He,  however,  disclaimed  all  idea  of  an  opposition  to  the 
present  ministers.  This  was  not  his  object.  What  he  had 
to  say  would  be  something  in  the  nature  of  a  conversation, 
as  the  noble  lord  (Petty)  had  called  the  discussion  which 
was  about  to  take  place.  It  was  not  his  custom,  he  assuted 
the  noble  lord,  to  make  professions  of  friendship,  and 
then,  by  underhand  m^ans,  to  act  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
such  profisssions.  Let  him  sit  wliere  he  would,  he  would 
always  carry  his  principles  along  i^ith  him.  The  House 
bad  now  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  his  conduct  for  ^ 
a  long  time,  and  they  would  do  him  the  justice  to  believe 
that  he  would  make  no  false  professions.  He  would,  there- 
fore, again  assure  the  noble  lord  that  a  regard  to  the  public 
liervice  was  his  only  motive  for  what  he  was  about 'to  say, 
and  not  any  desire  of  entering  upon  a  systematic  opposi- 
tion. Whatever  difference  of  opinion,  therefore,  might 
arise  between  the  noble  lord  and  him,  the  public  service 
would  be  the  great  object  which  botli  of  them  would  have 
in  view.  It  was  a  maxim  founded  on  a  knowledge  of  man- 
kind, and  he  had  now  lived  long  enough  to  be  enabled  to 
speak  from  experience,  that  it  was  easy  to  do  wrong  at  first, 
he  did  not  mean  moral  wrong,  but  error  and  mistake,  and 
that  numberless  difHculties  arose  out  of  such  wrong  which 
could  scarcely  be  got  over,  but  which  might  have  easily 
been  prevented  by  a  little  more  care  and  attention  at  the 
outset.  These  were  general  reflections  merely,  which  ap- 
plied to  all. times  and  to  all  administrations,  but  which 
were  peculiarly  applicable  now,  as  the  difficulties  of  the 
country  had  increased,  and  were  still  increasing.  Though 
he  had  been  long  engaged  in  attendiiigto  the  affairs  of  India, 
he  had  not  entirely  neglected  this  subject,  although  perhaps 
he  had  not  paid  so  much  attention  to  it  as  he  ought  to  have 
done.  Certain  it  was  that  there  was  no  department  of  go- 
vernment which  required  equally  with  this  the  patient  at- 
'  tentson  of  the  person  who  conducted  it,  who  ought  io  lis- 
ten with  the  utmost  care  to  every  i)erson  who  meant  well  to 
the  interests  of  the  country,  instead  of  being  swayed  by 
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motives  of  factious  opposition,  as  it  embraced  a  variety  of 
things,  and  presented  a  number  of  difficulties  which,  the  ob- 
servations that  might  fall  in  the  course  of  discussion  wojild 
enable  him,  perhaps,  to  manage  with  more  satisfaction  to 
himself  and  more  advantage  tO  the  public.  There  were 
two  points  which,  in  his  opinion,  were  deserving  of  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House.  The  1st  related  to  thpse 
who  wore  declared  entitled  .to  exemptions  under  the  pro- 
perty tax.  It  was  said  by  the  noble  lordtliat  those  who 
were  possessed  of  small  annuities  above  50/.  a  year,  were  to 
pay  the  tenth  of  their  income,  in  the  first  instance,  and, 
upon  producing  the  deeds  or  wills  imdcr  wUicli  they  held 
them,  they  were  to  be  entitled  to  the  proper  re-payment. 
The  difficulties  here  woald  certainly  be  so  great,  that  those 
persons  who  had  any  exemptions  in  this  way,  would  not  be 
able  to  avail  themselves  of  them.  Here  was  a  man  who 
had  a  small  annuity  ;  he  was  required  to  pay  ;.but  in  muU 
titudes  of  instances  it  would  happen  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  such  persons  to  lay  down  the  money.  This 
suiely  was  not  a  reasonable  thing.  But  then  there  was  ano- 
ther  difficulty.  Suppose  the  man  should  be  eiiaUed  to  pay 
the  money,  the  process  which  would  be  necessary  to  get  the 
re^payment  would  often  be  so  tedious  and  vexatious,  that 
he  would  rather  give  it  up  altogether.  He  himself  Iiad 
sometimes  been  induced  rather  to  give  up  his  claims  to  re- 
payments when  he  had  t)een  ovcrchar»fd,  tbftn.  undergo 
the  fatigue  and  trouble  necessary  to  do  himself  juistioe. 
What  then  would  bo  the  situation  of  a  poor  man  who 
might  perhaps  have  a  trade  to  attend  to  }  ^ut  there  was 
another  thing  to  be  considered.  If  the  tax-gatherer  was  to 
keep  the  money,  he  must  have  a  iimd  in  his  hands  to  an- 
swer all  demand^,  a  thing,  to  guard  against  which  ministers 
had  professed  great  anxiety,  which,  in  fact,  ought  ;iever 
to  be  suffered.  The  second  point  was,  if  he  understood 
the  noble  lord's  explanation,  that  the  unfunded  debt  was 
not  to  be  taxed  at  all,  such  as  exchequer  bills  and  securities^ 
for  instance,  wliich  had  not  been  noticed :  these  perhaps 
amounted  thoufh  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  exactly  cor* 
rect  as  to  the  amovuit,  to  about  twenty  millions,  at  five  per 
cent.^^interest.  Now,  how  did  the  noble  lord  mean  to  .pco« 
cure  the  tax  upon  this  ?  Did  he  mean  to  allow  it  to  escape 
altogether,  or  what  course  did  he  intend  to  punAie  in  order 
to  .secure  it  ?  Now  he  had  a  fact  to  mention,  which,  in 
(Common  parlance,  woidd  bring  the  matter  hom^  to  the 
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meanest  capacity.  In  makip^  his' return  of  income  once^ 
it  happenea  that  he  forgot  that  he  had  two  excbe^jaer  bills 
in  his  possessipn  of  100/.  ^ch.  These  had  never  beiai 
called  ^or,  and  he  certaiiilj  would  not  pay  any*  thing  upoa. 
them  till  he  heard  how  juBlice  was  to  be  done  to  the  puolic 
on  this  point.  He  believed  that  this  was  particularly  ^ 
serving  of  public  attention.  Now  the  noble  lord  had  bcm 
ebargm  with  having  thrown  a  gloom  over  the  situation  of 
the  countrv  with  respect  to  its  finances.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  cnargc  was  well-founded^  But  if  the  noble.  L>rd 
had  done  so,iie  would  probably  hayebeen  nearer  the  truth. 
He  <Mu\i  not  believe  that  the  country  could  be  in.prosperity 
that  presented  any  of  theifollowiag  features.  The  p9or 
were  not  supported  by  theirindustry,  but  we  were  obliged, 
to  share  with  them  our  incomes  to  the  amount  of  sLt  .mil- 
lions. This  did  not  look  like-national  prosperity.  It-was 
true  that  in  this  capital  he  never  saw  such  an  apjiearaace 
of  abundance  as  he  obs<irved  at  present,  but  he  believe^ 
thnt  this4iH  npt  Ottcnd  beyond  tjie  capital.  In  thehistofy 
of  France  it  would  be  found,  t.hat  under  the  rpgjpncy  of  the 
Duke  of  Orlcanst  P^^^is  w^i^.vfaUawiag  in  luxiiiy.  and  ap« 
parent  wealth,  at  the  tim^  wJben  the  Mississippi  ;$cheHie, 
was  set  on  foot.  But  what  happened  next  day  ?  .Why, 
down  went  the  Mississippi  paper,  and  down  went  Paris 
too.  Tliis,  then,  was  not  a  criterion  of  national  prospe;* 
rity.  He  believed  that  the  appearance  of  abuixlance  ia, 
J/mdon  was  supported  in  much  the  same  way  as  it  was  at. 
Paris,  by  an  immense  circulation  of  paper,  and  our  paper 
might  be  as  precarious  as  that  of  Paris  was.  He  thought 
tbat  between  the  operation  of  the  paper  and.  the  property- 
tax  pressing  so  heavily  u^on  u§,  no  man  could  know  to« 
day  wJiat  his  pro:iertv.might  be  to-morrpw-  There  was. 
only  one  remedy  for  the  danger  which  ^ras  hanghig  over 
us  on  this  account,  and  unless  this  remedy  could  be  had  re- 
ctmrse  to,  he  desir(%I  to  hear  no  more  about  the  prosperity. 
of  the  country.  This  remeily,  afler  long  meditation  upon 
the  subject,  he  believed  to  l>e  tiie  re&iuiiptiou  of  payments 
in  sp^ie  by  the  bank  of  England.  Without  this  he  was. 
afraid  tlial  there  was  no  salvation,  from  the  great  danger 
that  threatened  u«.  An  act  of  parliament  might  protect 
the  bank,  but  it  could  not  justify  it.  Tbe  Iqgislature^  he 
contended,  .coukl  not  in  consiiitency  with  the  plainest 
maxims  of  JMstice  force  him  to  take  paper  in^^pad  of  specie* 
He  now  came  to  the  taxes.  He  did  nut  mpt^n  io  enter  upon 
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ihiB  or  that  tax,  he  objected  to  them  all  (a  laugh) j  to  aH 
those  ^hich  went  to  pay  the  1, 136,000/.  interest  on  the 
loan.  Now  this  brought  him  to  the  sinking-fund.  He 
would  tell  what  he  thought  of  it.  It  was  a  thing  which  re- 
quired no  great  genius.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  others 
had  such  a  thing  in  contemplation.  But  still  he  gave  cre- 
dit to  the  person  who  established  it,  not  for  the  design,  but 
the  effects  of  it.  Now  eight  millions  were  n^larlj  ex- 
pended on  this  fund,  and  what  was  the  effect  of  it  ?  The 
only  efiect  was,  that  it  kept  the  three  per  cents,  at  60.  For 
this  the  nation  was  taxeid,  and  when  the  fund  increased 
then  the  taxes  would  increase.  When  he  asked  whether 
lie  was  the  better  for  it  ?  he  was  answered,  that  to  be  sure 
he  paid  mor^  taxes,  but  that  he  was  the  better  for  it,  be- 
cause the  fund  had  a  more  fitvourable  relation  to  the  exist- 
ing debt.  He  confessed  this,  but  he  was  neither  richer  nor 
poorer  than  before.  But  the  public  ought  not  to  be  crush- 
ed with  taxes  to  support  this,  and  the  conclusioii  was,  that 
some  relief  ought  to  be  ^iven  to  the  people  in  the  matter  of 
taxation.  How  was  this  to  be  done?  Why,  by  taking  off 
part  of  the  taxes  which  .went  to  supply  the  sinking-fund, 
unless  a  necessity  could  be  shewn  for  this  ;  and  tlien  then^ 
must  be,  an  end  of  all  argument.  ,  But  if  this  was  not  the 
case,  then  he  saw  why  the  public  should' not  be  relieved  in 
this  way.  He  did  not  mean  in  the  least  to  embarrass  the 
noble  lord.  He  had  been  for  the  space  of  twenty-two  years 
attending  to  the  affairs  of  India,  and  had  not  attended  so 
much  to  this  subject  as  he  ought,  but  he  certainly  would 
now  attend  io  it  more.  He  had,  indeed,  applied  himself 
to  the  affairs  of  the  British  empire  in  India  without  the 
smallest  encouragement  from  any  quarter,  and  without 
thanks,  and  had  been  deserted  by  those  from  whom  he 
might,  perhaps,  have  expected  support. 

j/r.  Secretary  Fox  said,  he  should  not  trouble  the 
House  at  any  length,  with  advertinj^  to  that  sentence  which 
concluded  the  speech  of  his  right  honourable  friend.  If 
be  had  stood  so  many  years  alone  for  the  interests  oC India, 
without  support,  or  without  encouragement,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  himself  confess,  that  if  he  had  never 
met  with  encouragement,  he  had  no  reason  to  complain  of 
being  deserted.  In  many  of  the  observations  he  had  made^ 
that  night  he  concurred  with  him,  and  more  particularly- 
in  what  he  had  stated  respecting  the  exemptions.  These 
were,  howevQTp  by  no  means  objections  to  the  principle  of* 
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tbe  bill,  but  were  merdy  on  matters  of  regulation  and  de« 
tail,  which  might  be  reserycd  until  the  bill  had  gone  into 
the  committee.  W  hat  the  honourable  gentleman  objected 
to  J  was  not  any  thing  new  that  was  introduced  in  the  pt&» 
seatj^an,  but  it  was  part  of  the  system  which  had  hitherto 
been  pursued.  Under  the  formeracts,  aperson  who  had  only 
an  income  of  40/.  a-ycar  by  annuity,  was  exempted  from  the 
tax,  and  yet  the  tax  was,  in  the  first  instance,  collected  from 
the  person  ^ho  granted  theannuity .  He  knew  many  instances 
of  tub  kind' in  the  small  annuities  granted  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  and  other  noblemen.  The  income  tax  operated 
immediately  on  the  annuity,  and  was  collected  from  the 
person  who  granted  it,  but  if  it  afterwards  appeared  that 
the  annuitant  had  no  other  income  than  this  annuity,  he 
was  repaid  the  amount  of  the  tax.  iThis  was  a  difficulty 
which  he  had  stated  la&t  year^  and  he  knew  cases  where  a 
I^erson  not  conversant  wilh  business  had  been  at  as  much 
expence  to  obtain  information  how  he  was  to  proceed,  as 
the  tax  itself  amounted  to.  As  it  must  of  course  be  the  wish 
of  every  member  that  those  difficulties  should  be,  as  much 
as  possible,  removed,  when  the  bill  should  come  into  the 
committee,  every  observation 'of  th^t  nature  would^  of 
CQurse)  meet  the  most  serious  attention.  As  to  the  un^ 
funded  debt,  the  first  view  which  he  took  of  the  subject 
(but  first  views  are  often  wrong),  was,  that  as  exchequer 
bills  are  often  at  a  premium,  premium  would  be  so  far  in- 
creased by  the  exemption,  that  government  would  be  bene* 
iited  as  much  by  it  as  by  the  tax  beins  levied  ;  but  upon 
subsequent  conversations  with  men  who  understood  those 
subjects  much  better  than  he  did,  he  found  that  the  pre* 
miums  which  they  often  bear  proceeded  froiti  some  coUa* 
teral  cause,  and  therefore  he  had  eiven  up  his  first  opinion, 
and  now  thought  the  unfunded  as  well  a^^  funded  debt 
should  be  liable  to  the  tax.  As  to  the  sinking-ftmd,  the 
honouraUe  eentleman  said,  that  ministers  were  alwavB 
fond  of  extouing  it :  for  his  part,  he  must  say,  Uiat  he 
always  did  extol  it  at  the  time  that  he  was  unconnected 
with  ministers  as  wdl  as  at  present.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say,  thai  the  sinking^ftmd  was  any  extraordinan^  discovery 
that  required  uncommon  genius :  he  was  oonmced,  that 
any  administration  that  could  have  been  formed  immedi* 
atdy  after  the  American  war  must  have  introduced  the 
system  of  a  sinking-fund  of  some  kind  or  other.  Whether 
it  would  have  been  arranged  as  it  now  is,  1^  could  not  say ; 
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iMit,  although  the'  creation  of  a  e$f nkin;^-fund  was  at  thstt 
time  a  matter  ^f  obvious  necessity,  \iet"  he  always  thought 
that  the  man,  who  did  introduce  the  system,  and  place  it 
<m  a  proper  foundation,   wa^  deserving  of  considerabk 
praise ;  und,  in  that  point  of  view^  he  at  aii  times  was 
leady  iiy  expiree  hift  .senne  of  {lie  merit  of  'the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (now  no  more)    who  introduced  it. 
If  the  ftinking-fond  had  no  other  efibet  than  what  had  beeii 
HB(at0#«  of  keeping  the  tliree  per  cetit.  consols  at  sixty 
pouncis,  whi^h' would  otherwise /be  much  lower^  it  was 
evident ^that  that  alone  was  so  far  a   positive  relie'f  to 
llie  country ,v  that  when  the  funds  were  hi^l>,  the  loans 
iveie  c(mtra€ted  for  at  a  smaller  interest,  and,  consequently, 
Ae  taxes  which  were  to  be  raised  for  meeting  that  interest 
iireve  a]so4gmiMer.     It  was  a  matter  merely  ot  arithmetical 
calculation^  *  ItVin^taad  of  ^ixCy  pounds^  tfie  cotj^ols  were 
«t  'fifty  pomid\»^  a  %fas  <most  evident  that  the  laQn,s  woitVd 
-be, made  tfUfRore  distuh^^ntageo^s  terms,  and  consequently 
ih^t  tbe4nterest  would  bea  greater  burdento  then^tion. 
iHe  kneWfthat  there  were  thany  able  nien  wbodoabtcd  tlic 
advantagoji  of  itht$  sinking'^fund,  but  nothiti)r.that  he  had 
jm^r  hoard  iiafA'itthitf  <iUerc«l  his  tom'ictipn,  or  even  raised 
•4,|lo<lbt  •n^tf.hi^mtAd.    Tf^  would  not  say  that  because  ii 
£«nr$  flow  iie«?s«ivy  to  apply  tl}e'whoieo£4he  sinking-fund 
ito  tho  rednotk^n  of  $he  ilcbt,  that  it  might  not  be  possible 
^tbat^tiiettme  woirid  rtrrive^wlK?n  it  would. not  be  neccssat*. 
rHe  kMW'that  it  was  in  the •  contemplation  of  that  right 
^kMOiirable  dentlemnn  who  introduocd  fher  sinkiag-fund, 
j^at  tJMQfi^  of  prosperity  mighft  ctfme,  wKen  part  .of  this 
•Amd  ihight  ip«-oiorly  be  applied  to  the  r^docttoa  of  tiie 
taxes,  mA  ItiefhtVniitg  the  burdens  of  the  nation  ;  but  he 
eoiikt.%;^.n^inoans  think  thriithat  time  had  yet  arrived. 
Witbtespl?ct^o  whctt  had'been  suggeste<l,  as  the  only  re-» 
iiwdy  feralt  th<^  evits'df  the  liatkm,  tiic  taking  off  the  re- 
strict ion.  upon:  tlit5  l)ank, 'he  ^certainly  wished  Do  see  that 
'  feflttrictiorratiifl  ^id,  <ind  had  often  opposed  it  as  nnnec^« 
'  snry.    As  to  the  propei^y-tax,  behad  always  opposed  the 
'  irraidiial  aufjmentation.     ne'tboa^bt  it  was  better  at.  ouee 
to  raise  it  to  that  •sum  which  w^likely  to  lie  its  limit, 
and. be  tiKmght  generally,  it  wpukl  be  the  best  way  in  ihe 
/rommenoMnent  of  every  war  that  the  nation  slioukT  kiiow 
at  once  neariy  tbe-e^ctent  of  the  w«tt:  taxes^  whifth  it  tfould 
be  called  upmli^  |>ay.     Hethmj^t  these  tait^s  show  be 
tctf  led  for  tour  or  fi  v6  year^,  if  tlie  war  $houkl  la^  so  lohgy 
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&njd  that  people  slid'uldnpt  be  alanncd  mOx  thQ  6^  6f  per* 
jpetu^Iiaugineiitations.  He  concurred  withtiie dpinioh ex& 
jfx&sed  f)^  the  honourable  j|entleman,  that  the  present  timef 
i¥ere  npt  to  be  exto^oa  as  times,  ofgrea^  financial  prosperity ; 
'  ne  thought  ikey  were  times  of  difficulty,  and  that  the  nobl^ 
jor^,  (Lord  fj^nry  Petty)  was  enticed  to  c6nsid^r£it)le  praise 
tor  haVingi   id  sudh  timi^,   lindert^en  so   arduotu  a 

j'j  Mr.  Francis  and  Jfr.  iFox  iniituaily  explained^ 

Mr.  Ijfidikis^on'  trusted  )ie  should,  meet  with  thfi  indul- 
^lice  of  the  {jToiise,  whilf^  he  submitted  to  them  the  6l;!je(> 
^ions  whiqh'occiifred  to  him  .on  sdme  .of  the  statement^ 
made  by  (he  fiO^U  lord  previous  to  his  inovin|f  the  resolu^ 
jlons.  '  iJiit  ii^  sho^^  ^^^^  mention  a  fact,  in  answer  to 
ifhoi  h$|d  tjoleii  from  an  hoo.  meml)er  (Mj:.  F^nuiqis),  te^ 
^pqcilJUig  thvi  siulung  fund'.'  tn  the  year  1798,.  the  intore^ 
naid  op  the  loan  was  at  t|ie  ratip  of  .6/.  15^.  Sd.  per  cent* 
E'he  {qw  foir  ttie  presi^nt  yralr  baid  been  contract^  at  less 
!iaa  5  per  ceiu^  and  the  dt^renoe  between  these  two  sums^ 
i  favour  of  we  publiC|i  pay  fefrty  be  considered  as  the 
Operation  off  tne  sinking  fund,' which  had  prevented  th^ 
Uepressi9Q  of  flie  funds.  But  his  observation  should  pria;^ 
cipaSy  relate  ,tb  what  had  been  represented  as  the  denoiesH* 
ties  ot  la^t  Vear.  HKe  statement  of  the  noble  lord  had  ma& 
a  consideraole  iplpressioii  on  liis  idind.  It  seemed  to  fbUow 
from  his  fepreseiltatioh.  either  that  the  late  chandellpr  o^ 
the  exchequer  had  n^e  inadequate  provision  for  the  ex^ 


vision  for  all  the  demands  which  he  foresaw  as  likdy  to  b^ 
made  on  the  piiblici  He  should,  therefore,  trouble  the 
llous^  witn  some  remarks  on  the'  various  items  of  de£[<!ien« 
cy,  as  they  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  lord.  The  fira| 
was  a  deficiency  in  the  produce  of  th(!  land  and  malt  duties  ^ 
but  this  hadl  existed  eVcry  year  since  the  tax  w^  first  ioir 
.|KiBeds  and  therefore  comd  not  be  considered  as  a  charge 
jparticularlv  .thrown  Upon  the  present  ministers.  The  se- 
cond was  the  ordnance  charges  last  of  year,  which  remaiiieci 
tinproVidcd  for^  io  the  amount  of  560,000/.  This,'  how- 
ever', i&om  a  reference  to  paat  years,  in  which  these  charges 
Jbad  l^ieen  muqh  more  considerable^  might  be  proved  to  bd 
nO  unusual  circumstance.  'Affain,  the  million  to  be  paid 
to  the  East  India  company,  uraiicfa  th«  noble  lord  had  men« 
•    Vol.  I.  1805.6.  SZ  tioutd 
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'tii»ned  as  one  of  the  charges  of  tlic  present  year,  could  ndC 
Ix;  (JonsWei'ed  Jis  ait  arrcai'  of  thfe  last  year,  but  as  an  inci- 
'dental  cliarW/ which  rouW  only  he  provided  for  after  it 
M'us  asccrtauioH.  He  had  thought  it  nc  cessary  to  inak*^ 
thc^se  otscrvalioiis  on  the  deficieiides  to  be  provided  for  in 
the  present  year,  tliongfa  hc^  contd  not  sumjdse  they  M'erD 
^roOght  forvv\ird  by  the  ndble  lord  witli  the  invidious  de- 
sign of  rrflectiu^  on.llic  nicraorv  of.  bis  late  illustrious 
friend.  ^  U  he  provision  made  for  theihniily  of  Lord  Nelson 
was  a'ii'tii'cidcntal  expencc  of  the  present  year,  similar  to 
that  wKicll  lie  hhd  last  mentioned.     The  liext  item  of  detf* 


>nri1t  way,  that  the  vote  , of  credit' foi'thn'Oin^^  k 

half  had  b^n  exf>enlled  In  Hhose  subsidies,  aiMHhatonb 

million  moie  Veniain6d  to  be  grovldtd  tbrV*bn(  the  fac^ 

Vas,  that  on  Ihc  5th  6f  .tainiary,  liBOCi  there rcmauit^l  ia 

the  cxchciqucY  the  sum  of  1,6003000/.  or  thd  monfcy  raised 

on  the  v«)(e  bf  credit,  whi<il|'bjtd  been  partly  appr<)priated 

1o  othet  Uses;     The  next  item  liasV  a  dclicicncy  iiiihe i\a vi 

nnrf  ineJtiisof  Iftslyear:  biiUhi^jde^Qieprj,'  he  ionteudcxl^ 

liad  generally'  occurred,  And  hiiist  al^^a'ysti;  looked"  for. 

'Tht^  siini  of  one  million,  being  part  of  the  vote  of  crcdi^ 

liad  been  applied  to  the  service  of  the  navy  fof  lhe  present 

^eft]*;  and  therefore  m\s;hi  be  fiiivTy  consvdercrf  as  part  ojF 

jthe  ways  aifd  means.  '  lie  thou;jht*(t  would  tend  Considcr- 

Itblj^  to  simplify  the  public  at'couiitd,  were  the  rcmhinsoir 

craiits  of  a  precixltng  yeaf  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  fol- 

T()win<J,  while  all  tlicout>»tandingc1mrges  wereiSettnoppoi- 

MtiAu  to  them.  .  The  nolje  lord  hatl  pledged  himself  tofhS 

public,  that  the  presertt  government  would  be  Ocbnomiod 

fn  ih(*  e.xi^dnclitnrc  of  the  pul^tlc  money.     lie  did  not  meaA 

io  call  in  question  this  pledge,  but  slioiild  they  be  able  to 

conJuct  the  pnl^lic  service  on  thecredit  o^tht  rrresOTrt^fants^ 

"even  beyond  thcproscnlycarihehiSjied  they  w(i)il^ 

'ft  id  cc«3i)omy  alotie,  sinfe  the  grants  'df  th6*iiresciff  year 

Wore  greater  th.in  tliose  of  the  last;  and'tt  rfpp^ared  toliim 

tlmtthc  noble  lord  li.jd  taken  Bye  ^natters  , of  revenue  to 

Vlicct  four  qilarters  of  e.vprmTitiire.     Ills  oiil/reaioilsfot 

•troubling  the 'House  so  muc  h  a't  large, 'were  a'  xrish  to'  dci* 

iend  the  nieniory  ol"  his  late  friend  from  any  unfotindeS 

imputations",  and  to  j)ievent  any  wroniif  imprej?sions  tiom 

^oing  IbiiirelafiVir  tij*  the  deilclc/nclcs  which  haxi  been 

*  .  .  '    "  -    staled. 
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stated.-!  lie  had  no  int«ilion  whatever  to  oppose  thc.mea- 
«ures.^vhich  had  been  proposcj  ti>  uiect  the  public  exi«;en* 
cies.  The  situfrtion  at  i}ic  country  wiw  one  of  danger  and 
of  dilficttity,  aud  Required  th^;  jixpst  yigoroii,s  exertions. 
"Whatever difference  ot  ouini(|Q  ini^ht exv»ti  on  son^e  ppints|, 
lie  wisbcti  the  present  auininistratLon  to  enjoy,  the  confix* 
dcnccof  the  country,  luidto  l*e  ^  terror  (o  the  enemy. 
Great  sacrifices  must  be  mjidp^  but  tbey  were  easier  to  bo 
endured  than  that  the  country -should.cven  think  of  Irust- 
ing  to  that  insultina:  forl)cnranco,  QnSvhicS  so  many  of  thc^ 
contiiiental  powers  dejX!9Kled  for  their  existence. 

Lord  ll,  Pettj/  in  reply  said^  that  <he  hon.  gentleman,' 
ii'hjuhad  just  sat  dpwn^  had  entered  upon  a  wide  fielcl  o( 
discussion^  and  had  renewed  his  ohscrvatiuns  made  on  ji^ 
fiirmer  night  relative  to  the  dcliciencies  wliich .  had  been 
brought  torward  as  requiring  to  be  provided  for.  But  the 
very  detail^  into  which  he  had  entered  furnished  the. means 
of  refuting  himseU*.  The  account  of  deficiencies. hadiiot 
teen  bnnight  forward  with  a  view  of  throwing  auiy  blame 
on  the  late  chancellor  of  the  exclieqncr.  Had  such  beeii 
the  intention,  tlie  snm  iohA  alone  of  tluur  amount  would 
l^ave  been  mcntionod;  in^teail  of  which,  every,  item  wa$ 
specified,  and  tjie  Huu2>c  furnished  wifh  tlic  means  of 
judj^ing  concerning  them.  When,  for  instance,  thq  onff 
milUon  due  to  the  Rast  India  company  was  mentioned  as  a 
ileficiency  which  fell  to  Ix;  provideil  for  in  the  present  year, 
he  could  not,  with  any  justice,  be  consttued  to  intend  a  re- 
flection on  the.  memory  of  his  predec(^M>r.  '  In  the  statjc- 
mcnt  which  lie  hail  submitted- to  the  House,  lie  had  no 
view  of  iucndpntion  whatever,  Imt  avjls  only  perform,ii/g 
that  duty  w hich  he  owed  to  the  House,  and  to  the  couniry^ 
in  laying  before  them  the.deficieiuues  which  remaine<l  t^  be 
provided  for.  But  if  a  (U^fence  wits  made  where  tio  attack 
vas  intended,  it  W(mhl  l>e  necessary  to  rejKjat  what  Sup- 
plies, were  not  provided  for  last  year.  He  then  entered  into 
various  calculiuiims,  shewioiT,  that  the  arrears  of  last  year 
amounted  to  about  seven  mill  ions;  to  provide  for  wnich 
tJuTC  were  only  assets  to  t lie  amount  of  Ixjtween  two  and 
three  millions':  so  that  more  than  four  millions  remainecl  i» 
"be  provided  for.  Oil  tlie  whole,  when  laying  Ixjfore  the 
IloUwsea  view,  of  the  deilciencies  \o  be  pftovideil  for,  ho  had 
jnerely  done  that  which  he  had  frit  it  his  (hity  to  do,  without 
jneaHing  to  cast  any  reflection  on  hLs  late  j)nxlecessor  ^i 
<jijlice.     He  should  now  take  an  opportunity  of  m\)k ing  some 
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obseryatioofi  pn  wiii^t  had  fiiUcii  frdm  ihe  han.  ^rtemad" 
ivh0  ^gan  the  djebaie^  though  he  did  not,  nov  »*e.  bim  iii- 
hk  place.  That  hon. ^entlenian  had  caHi^  in  qaesiion  the 
advantQgps  6f  the  sinking  fund ;  but  he  M]v  ooncuneji 
^ilh  his  hon.  friend  {^)r.  Fox)^  in  the  appro&ttibii  y^hich 
He  had  expressed  of  that  measure.  The  system  of  yfat 
ifLxci  had  also  l>een  introduced  by  his  late  predecessor,  ana 
had  been  attended  vith  the  most  beneficial  consequences. 
All  such  efforts^  however^  must  necessarily  at  fibt  beatV 
tended  nvith  cors'derable  imperfection;  and,  therefove^jtbii 
property  t&x,  Sybiph  succeeded  that  on  iacomey  boreroiy 
twice  the  number  pf  persons,  and  included  a  much  greater 
proportion  of  the  |)roperty  of  tlfe  coifntiT  than  tlie  latter 
had  dpne.  It  head  a  tried  yalue  poroparpn  wit|i  everv  spe^ 
cies  of  war  tai^  that  had  preceded  it,  and  to  a  nobfis  lord 
who  had  prpcedi»l  him  in  the  situation  he  jiow  bdd,  must 
be  scribed  the  merit  pf  introducing  the  tax  pil  property^ 
and  of  reviving  and  improving  thesys^m  of  war  taxes  Intro? 
dticed  by  %{r.  Pitt.  That  noble  Iprd  had  acti^d  with  alltM 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  ex|)eriencep  and  hM  laid  (h^ 
{! founds  Qn>'hich  he  now  proposed  the  priescnt  tax.  O4 
the  su^ect  of  exemptions  under  this  tax,  it  wobld.be  the 
great  object  kept  in  view,  tq  make  the  burdeii  fall  (Sndkf 
oh  those  who  could  mate  thcmsetvcs  wbole^  as  aid  hoit* 
gentleman  had  expressed  it^  or  who  could  reimburse  them*^ 
^  l^elves  in  a  variety  qf  ways,  while  certain  exemptions  wduld 
'  le  extended  to  others  who  had  not  the  same  means  of  reim? 
hutsemeht  in  their  power.  Tp  this  latter  class  belong^ 
tjiei^mall  annuitiint,  who  depended  on  his  annnity  for  sup^ 
port.  It  was  designed  that  he  should  receive  the' benefit  of 
exemption.  The  proof  of  his  title  to  exemption  would  he 
atf  ended  with  little  trouble  or  expence:  it  would  he  only 
necessary  to  produce  the  deed  imcfer  which  the  annuity  w» 
he)d,  before  any  magistrate^  and  on  his  examination  and 
approval,  the  exemption  Would  be  transmitted  to  the  ^tunuh: 
tant.  The  second  class  of  persons  exempted  wojild  ificluda 
smalltr^desmen,  who  depended  for  subsistence  on  theexertion 
wt  ether  of  mental  or  corporeal  industry,  and  who  could  not 
'  add  property  to  the  produce  of  their  labour.  Their  sitnatiofi 
might  be  considered  Is,  \n  a  grpat  uicsEbure,  analogons  to  that 
of  tHe  first  class,  while  others,  in  possfj^sion  of  property 
that  might  be  left  to  their  posteritr*,  might  tairly  bc^onsk-' 
d  red  as  liable  to  the  operation  <if  t he  tax.  He  nearly  coin- 
pi  led  in  opinion  with  th^  hon.  gP  -tkouui  (Mr.  Frafids)  rA| 
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the  subject  of  the  stispcnsidri  of  paTtii(*nft  ui  sj^cie  Bjr  th« 
Bank.    He  cootd  n6t  cbn^lderlne'Sountrj^  as  eigbjfeg  tb© 
«ftme  solid  iMMis  of  ph>sperii}r  -wfk'Ae  that  suji];>ensioh  totiti- 
niwrf,  «s  it  hatd  dohe  before;  tlioui^U.  still  the  comwcrcial 
system  of  ciredit  in  ibis  cootntrj^  wtuTiiol  for  a  moment  to  be 
,  compared  vHh  the  Mississippi  scheme.     And  thongb  this 
wa^  not,  p<;rhap8,  tbetiiqaetopropo^aTeroqValof  thesus- 
jpcnfifoh,  yet  ^oh  jremoval  should  fpi  thi  bbjcet  neTeVIost. 
^ight  of  by  his  Majesty's  miniisters;  a^d  t^e  BAhk  oigbk 
never  to  bfe  encouraged  to  expect  that  U  \vowltl  be  of  con^, 
stant  d\trattOn.    Hfe  could  not  concur,  Hdwcvcr,  vfiiht  Ihp 
hort.  gentleman  In  His  ideas  on  the  subject  of  the  sinking 
fnnds    The  Very  circumstance  which  he  mentioned  of  its* 
keeping  the  funds  at  .60,  ^as  attended  i»  ith  the  greatiest . 
adnttitages,  in  saving  to  the  country  an  enormous  expebcq^ 
and  communicating  ah  energy  that  couW  not*  otherwise  be 
iEicquircKl.    Blesides,  by  taking  even  a  ipillion  from  the  prb« 
idnoe  of  tnl^  fund^  and  by  appropriating  it  to  the  imme-> 
diat'e^  Use  of  the  public^  which'  the  Hon.  mitleman.  prck 
po^ed>  the  House  wouldf dbpart  from  that  pledge  of  |)tudtc 
niiih,  by  which  the  country  was  bound  to  continue  it  ui^^ . 
foiiched^  ahd  would  discnrer  that  disregard  of  principle^ 
which  looked  only  to  temporary  supply  Withornt  tegara  to 
intuit  consequences.    Such  was  not  the  char(!ict(^  of  this 
country,  o¥  of  that  House,  which  had  evi-r  been  distin- 

Siishcd  by  fortitude  and  adherence  to  principle.  He  felt 
tA  the  t^xes  proposed  would  bear  hard  on  the  country, 
and  couW  only  be  justified  by  the  exigency  of  the  times  j 
but  heshotild  be  always  ready,  in  the  course  of  (he  dis- 
passions  of  IflieHouse  upon  tnem^  to  attend  to  cVcry  sug* 
gestiotl  that-mfght  be  bronorht  forward,  as  far  as  mignt  aj^ 
4)ear  constsfent  with  his  n]ii\'  to  tYie  piiblic;  aud  shoutll 
never  be  ashamed  16  follow  tW  advice  of  the  hon.  geptle- 
man,  in  listening  to  information,  from  whatever  l^uaxtcr 
it  might  come.  ^       • 

Lord  Ca9tfWfa^k.— Sir ^  I  am  dcsitousi  ori  the  present  oc- 

'pasiort,  7>f  troubling'  the  House  wifh  scimfc  p»nend  obsdrva* 

"ti6ns  on  tbe  fiftancutf  iirrah^cments  6f  the  year.    Approjv- 

ing  as^I  <fc)f  of  th^  prinfeiple'lippn  wfiich  tjie  noble  lordUift 

framed  his  bud|^,  ijamriy^  that  of  making 'an-c^fibrt  to 


-pjseryfe  a^iy  poilits  of  difference  till  a  latw  stage,  when  I 
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^  might  state  vhat  occurred  to  mc  mQre..|KirticutaYhr,  in  ob- 
'  jcciion  to  the  vety  uhusual  course  PSarliAiuqnt  has  been 
called  on  to  adopt  on  the  pn^kcnt  occasion,  vie.  that  of 
determining  on  the  ^vnys  and  means  for'  the  year  before 
the  army  has  been  vot-J.  I  am  not  wishing  to  interrapt 
jlhe  ananimity  which  it  is  my  wi&h  should  prevail  oa  the 
inai^x|ues.tion*^   .  v.      .  „ 

So  far  as  this  manly  and  whie  policy,  Which  'the  noble 
Iqrii  has  acted  iipon,  can  carry  with  it  any  degree  of  un- 
populc^rlty,  I  shall  be  most  ready  to  shan?  it  with  Iiim,  a^fl 
oecm  it  due  to  him  distirrctly  to  express  my  persuasion  that, 
Jhad  the  Lite  govcmnient  continued  in  otlice,  the  peopk 
teould  have  been  called  oa  to  submit  to  burlliens  oicqual 
magnitude. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  pojnt  to  which  f  principally  rose 
to  advert,  I  must  shortly  take  notice  of  what  has  this  nigfit 
fallen  from  the  nol)le  lord,  unpu(ing  to  my  late  right 
ionourable  friend.(Mr.  Pitt)  the  having  made  an  hiad|Bqua(c 
provision,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  for  the  public  ex** 

Slid ItAire;  the  ooblc  lord  having  this  night  disclaimed  anjr 
lention  of  charging,  as  matter  of  blame,  to  the  late  right 
honourable  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  the  not.  having  pro- 

^>ided ,  iij  the  ways  and  means  of  last  year,  for  the  5,8CO,p(Xl/^ 

*which,  in  his  first  statement,  his  lordship  denomifiateq  a^ 
arrears;  and  my  right  honouralilc  friend  (Mr,  Huski&son), 
Imving  clearly  explained  to  the  House,  that  this  sum  con^ 
sisfed  cpiirely  either  of  temporary  and  incideuial  cha^es^ 
totatty  uncoiincjctcd  with  tlie  servicer  of  hist  year,  or .  of 

'charges  the  provision  for. which,  bv  the  constant  prai:tice  of 
ParUame^it,  onght  to  be  inacje  iu  tlie  present,,  ana  not  hi  thf 

^past  year..  I  have  notliing  further  to  atld  oi>  that  sul^ot ; 
(he  apparently  ii/jurious  tendency  of  ll|e  statement  having 

^bccn  sulBcjrutly  fwcplaincd  ^pd  disjjvo\^;ed.  , 
■  It  if  only  now  necessary  to  notice  jiu*  charge  made  by 
ihc  lA^bte  lord  on  this  niglit,  mIiicU  appears  to  mc  not  less 

3ifqi>nded,  thoug!i  deliberately  brought  Airward.     He  has 
tempted  to  fou/id  a  similar,  chnrgi^  o{  defective  iiravisioi)^ 
'  byi  ifomparing  the  unej^pended  grants  of  last  3'!^  with  tlw 
deuiands  outstai^ding,  and  unprovidcil  for,  on  (lie  5lh 
. .  Jf'iuuary  18(){).  I;i  stating  the  unexpiiulcd  grants,  he  ha^iiif- 
*  ffcryalmHl,  I  apprehend,  the  an\ounl  by  nol  givim^'creditfor 
'  890,000/.  under  the  hciid  of  ariny  of  Ireland ;  antl50p,000?» 
under  that  of  vote  of  credit,  transfei^i  to  nnvy,  anil  other 
ilemsy  will  carry  the  remains  unexpended  of  last  yev  con- 
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sideral^ly  above  S5OOO5OOO/.,  against  wliicli  I  am  tidtfaware 


daims  not  demandable,*  and  wliicb  could  not  be  paicf '  if 
the  funds  "rnfre  foTthcoining^  viz.  of  an  inbreasc  of  two  mil- 
lion SIX  liundrefl  thousand  pounds  navy  debt,  being  wage% 
&c.  o\riag  ti  the  crews  of  ships  on  foreign  service,  a  dc- 
srriprtidn  of  dtniajid  which  must  accumulate  during  a  war! 
Tlie  remainder  art  dcm^hd4  iuider  the  head  of  army,  or(^ 
ftaiioe,  and  biirtacts,*  ti>rcfcrH!d,"but  not  examined  or  aU 
Iriwed,  and  consequently  not  m  a  state  for  liqnidatic>r|.  ft. 
is  obvious  thdr  6latins  of  tjhis  description,  varying-  iu 
nmount,  mustf  jcraaln  a  floatiiig  charge  from  one  year  ii^ 
another*  .it  h^Ver  has  or  ojc^ht  to  be  the  practice  of  Par- 
tllimenttdpmvid^ibr  demands  in 'this  shape,  where  there 
wa$  n6  spcciai  groi^nd  to  snppose  that,  payment  could  be 
TittSe  on  iheih  "within  the  year.  The  provision  has  always 
been  framed  upon  an  estimate  of  the  probable  charge, 
strictly  so  caiSia,  of  cacli  ycur.rdjiiectively;  and  the  fundg 
4^*  the  yicar  have  been  applied  to  ciefray  such  charges  of  the 
last  as  could  not  dome  into  a  course  of  payment  tit!  thp 
current  yc«7r,''IoaVmg  the  corresponding  demands  to  be 
*i^ued  in  the  folTowihg  year;  The  noble  lord  has  chosen  to 
^ake  his  attack  on  grounds  which  will  furnish  tlie  same 
Tneans  of  convicting  himself;  aud  hereafter,  indeed,  every 
*past  or  future' 'chapcellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  does  hot 
think  fit  to  waste  the  public  money  by  raising  a  larger 
*  amount  within  the  year  than  can  possibly  be  applied. 
'  ^  I  shall  closb  this  part  of  tljesiibject  by  observing,  that  (\\e 
'ways  and  means  ot  last  year  unexi)ended  will,  I  am  pcr- 
suade<l,  be  found  very  largely  to  excee^  any  demands  that 
fmn  fairly  1x5  set  against  them;  and  I  therefore  hope  the 
noble  lord  'will  be*preparcd,  in  a  future  j^ear,  to  distinguish 
ilie  actual  amount  from  what  he  now  raises,  and  account 
for  the  whole  before  he  takes  credit  for  nny  peculiar  eco- 
nomy, if  it  should  be  found  that  a  large  sum  remains  ua- 
<expcndetl  at  the  close  of  the  jTar. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  my  objections  to  the  course 
of  our 'proceedings,  not  with  any  view  to  impede  the  grants 
in  progress,,  but  to  fake  such  notice  of  what  appears  to  me 
to  ue  a  serious  departure  from  the  constitutional  practice  of 
Parliament,  upon  no  cabC  6[  necessity,  or  adequate  ex|K«'- 

*        diency; 
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dk^cffiy  first  stated  to  the  Ilousei  as  fpaj.prQtqct  ^s  her^ 
lUljr  ag^st  the  repetition  of  so  injlirip^a,a  p^ooQjpding. 

The  npf>l€;  lore}'  ^as  endesroiu^d ,  to  cf>ntena  t^at,  prof  i^^ 
'  fd  money  raised  udo^  the  Bubla:i  dojps  jiot  pass  iro;it  u^deir 
the  coatrolof  thi^Uou^;  and  providod  the  yotes,  in  ap^ 
j^fopriation  of  sucp  fnoqcys  tp  particuUr  service^;  c^p'  njp^ 
exceed  the  €|uaQtiui|  of  supply  previotisly  toted  bjf  Uie 
I!U>u^ ;  cmy  roquisitp  ppnciple  is  sati^fie^/ ;  Jp  this  Imoj^ 
difier  from  the  noble  lf)r(}.  Theri?  are  f>Vo.  pr^acipies  ip 
themselves  perlectly  di^inct;  Ihe.Qp^y.  tjb^t  tlie  public  mi(^ 
Bey  shaU  j\A  b^  4pplied:without  thpexpresis  cpmipiit  of  Pai;* 
Jiament;  the  othpr>  t^t]Paicliamerit!sBatraot  Wrthen  i)i^ 
jpeople  unpeceb^rHy,  and.cpns^uentlj^  sl)a)|  qeiUier,.  Tjy 
loans  qr  i^^cij  ii^pose  Durtliens  jji  a  comnuttee  ot  yhffs 
and  means  till  the  necQssity  {<¥  l)iem  hf«)bcen!ase^rtaiDO^ 
l)jr  preyioos Votes  in  the  confimittee  of  supply*  .  M  «HP«goft 
of  this  doctrine/ founded  equally  oagopd  sepsc  as  pt  PaiC" 
liamentary  usage,  I  beg  to  read  to  the  f)^h^  the  hPwLob 
of  Mr.  HatiseU.  j     ; 

«  The  object  of  the  conunittceof  waysjtiokd'ipeans  is,  a^ 
is  expressed  in  the  title  ,of  it,  to  #nd  out  iiu^ic)*^  of  raisis^ 
the  supply  which  the  ^ou^,  uppn  resolulipiis  reported  fraigQi 
the  committee  of  supply,  and  ^gxoed  to,  nategranted  to  jiis 
Mcyesty.;  and  the  ^id  consideration  attending  this  proc^edk 
.ing  ^s,  ^at  the  money  proposed  to  be  rai^*d  upon  tk  suIh 


lect  by  h>anj5  or  ^xes^or  any  other  inode*  should  not  exceed 
the  sum,  ah»i^y  granted  in,  the  committer  of  supply.  j[t 
is  for  this  reason  incumbent  upon  the  chancellor  of  the  ex^ 


chequer,  ox  whatever  member  of  the  Ilpuse  of  Commoos 
frt}j^Qte&  the  ways  and  means  for  raising  money  for  the 
service  of  the  current  year,  to  explain,  and  shew  tojthe 
House,  by  a  detail  of  the  sums  granted  for  Ih^  sevqral  ser*' 
vices,  that  the  amount  of  those  sums  will  be  a  suffic^^ei^ 
justification  in  point  of  quantity,  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  to  adopt  such  measures,  ^ud  Unpose  such  taxesk, 
as  shall  be  then  recommended  to  them ;  and  this  proceedinif 
^arising  out  of  that  regard  and  attention  which  the  House 
of  Commons  ought  at  all  times  to  sliew  towards  the  peoiJe^ 
^at  the  burthens  imposed  upon  them  may  not  bela^t^ffr  thaa 
the  public  exigences  require)  ought  for  this  reason^  if  ^ 
n9  other,  to  be  most  strictly  adhered  to'/* 

Such  being  indisputably  the  true  principle/I  am  ntat  one 
of  those  who  will  ever  contend,  that  what  was  meant  as  a 
protection  and  security  for  the  people,  shall  be  rendered 

prejudicial 
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prejudicial  to  their  interests  by  its  unqualified  and  strict 
application  in  all  cases.  ,  I  am  re£idy  to  admit  that  tl  ri^d 
adberehoe  to  this  prinbiple  has  not,  and  cannot,  in  all  ca^ 
be  obsenred  \  but  what  I  do  conteifd  is,  that  a  depai^tmk 
from  it  to  the  extent  now  proposed,  and  tipon  nd  assigned 
ground  whatever,  cannot  possibly  be  justified.     The  sur- 

Plus  of  the  consolidated  lund,  which  it  is  the  policy  of 
atliamcnt,  for  many  reasofa?,  to  uphold,  is  a  small  depan- 
ture  from  the  strictness  of  the  principfe;  the  iinposiD^ 
war  taxes  to  the  amount  hitherto  of  fourteen  and  now  of 
twenty  millions,  annual  produce,  is  certainly  a  greater,  bat 
still  this  is  keeping  largely  within  the  obvious  and  necessity 
ex^nditure  of  the  year,  and  is  adapted  upon  distinct  coH-* 
sider^tions  of  the  wisest  policy.  But  when  the  noble  lortl 
proceeds  to  raise  the  entire  residue  of  the  ftlnds  ft)T  the  y^ 
Wore  the  H6use  has  determined  oh  the  amount  of  the.hrriij 
wlien  we  are  called  upon  to  assume  that  what  is  nowto'fc 
entirely  nfew-modelled,  is  to  cost  neitiier  more  nor  lewi  than 
the  exploded  and  condemned  army  of  last  year;  dud  tlrift, 
upon  tne  mere  personal  Actum  of  the  cliimceiloT  of  t1ie  ex- 
/chcquet,  without  even'ati  estimate  or  accou lit  being  Itrtd  tin 
the  table;  it^mubt  be  admitted  that  wc  are  ^drtTrtW!eff% 
our  judgment,  and  prO(ieeding  merely  Upon  confidfene6 :  4lie 
possibleiijconVenieoces  aite  ohviousr  sttppcfeihgthe  nb^btelbrd 
should  have' taken  five  miHrons  mote  than  thettduse  mJty 
hereafter  think  fit  to  vote  in  supply,  tin;  people  arein  so  mufch 
unne<:essarily  burthened :  supposing  ne  should  haVe' tak^a 
five  millions  less  than,  in  the  view  of  Parliament  j  the  pub* 
iic  dxigences  may  require ;  can  he,  after  having  made  ;hls 
loan,  an^  taught  the  Contractors  to  expe^ct,  if  nrdf  glVin 
themji  a  pledge  that  no  more  money  would  be  raised,  pro- 
vide the  necessary  means  with  tbe'same  convenience  and 
advantage  to  the  public  ?    *  ' 

The  noble  Iprd^  not  having  offered  a  single  observation  to 
the  House  to  justify  this  proceeding  even  on  grounds  df  ex- 
pediency, I  can  only  state,  that  those  Which  obviously 
suggest  themselves,  asliaving  occasioned  it,  are  not  in  my 
judginent,  as  c^t  present  informed,  satisfactory  ;  ietnd  first, 
tlie  delay  of  the  right ,  honourable  gentlcmaif  splan  for'th^ 
reform  of  the  array// It  will  be  lor  lis  hereafter  to  judge 
iiQlvinr  this  mighty  change;  jirhich  is  to  throW  our  financial, 
aaifreUas  military,  sy^m  6utof  its  ^otQ-i^)  ^$  called  for 
6iUi/5r-Jb>j  the  defect^  of  the  existing  s  or  the  merits  of 

that  which  is  to  succeed  it.    The  other  explanation  which 
Y<?L.  I.  1805-6.  4  A  occurs^ 
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occurs,  is  the  possible  wants  of  the  treasury  as  necessitating 
Ibis  early  loan,  on  the  policy  of  contracting  for  which  at 
the  precise  period  at  which  it  took  place,  I  ^all  feel  it  iny 
duty  to  state  soine  doubts.  How  lon^  the  exchequer  could 
Lave  carried  on  the  pu]»lic  service  without  this  aid,  it  is  not 
possible  for  me,  with  precision,  to  judge ;  but  I  have  the 
noble  lord's  own  authority  for  supposing  that  no  money 
was  wantinjH^  sooner  tli^  the  18th  April;  that  being  the 
day  on  which  I  understand  he  at  first  stated  to  the  con- 
tractors, that  he  should  be  satisfied  to  receive  the  first  in- 
sialment.  Having  determined  to  make  his  baigain  on  the 
%th  March,  and  haviog  declared  to  Parliament  nisjpurpose 
of  opening  his  budget  on  that  day,  upon  learning  irom  the 
contractors  what  was  in  itself  pretty  obvious,  that  this  \xmg 
interval,  wholly  unexampled  in  contracts  for  loans,  was  ex- 
treniely  objectionable  to  them,  as  leaving  them  altogether  at 
the  mercy  of  their  subscribers,  in  case  of  any  intermediate 
fall  in  the  market,  his  lordship  was  obliged  to  change 

Slan,  and  take  the  first  payment  on  the  6th  April,  whea 
le  market  is  peculiarly  unfavourable  for  such  anoperatioa.* 
The  bargain  made  is  certainly  in  itself  an  advantagpoua 
one,  generally  speaking,  for  the  public — but  as  terois  are 
relatively  good  or  bad^  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
somewhat  better  terms  might  not  have  been  obtained  if 
this  first  instalmentof  S,000,000/.  had  been  to  be  paid  in  mt 
the  time  the  noble  lord  first  intaided,  and  subsequent 
to  the  time  when  April  dividends,  amounting  to  6,000,00(V» 
bad  found  their  way  into  circulation. 
.  I  am  sure,  if  either  by  accelerating  the  estimates  fiojr  the 
army,  or  postponing  the  making  the  loans,  the  businew  could 
have  been  conducted  in  its  usual  course,  the  House  ought 
to.  hate  been  saved  from  the  painful  dilemma  in  which  it  is 
how  {Jaced,  of  either  appearing  to  impede  the  provision  for 
the  public  service,  or  adopting,  for  the  first  time  since  the 
Revolution,  a  course  of  proceeding  in  breach  of  the  roost  im« 
portant  maxims  of  parliamentary  practice;  foralthouch 
the  House  has  frc<]uently  permitted  the  chancellor  of  ue 
excheauer  to  provide  for  possible  expenditure,  not  admit- 
ting' of  precise  estimate,  such  as  army  extraordinaries  and 
subsidies,  though  not  previously  yoted  in  the  committee  of 
supply,  they  never  did  deliberatdy  before  acquiesoe  in  his 
providing  ior.the  army  at  large  before  the  estimates  w«Pe 
considered,  and  voted  in  the  committee  of  supply  3  and  I 

trust 
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trust  I  have  stited  enough  to  the  House  to  protect  us 
against  a  recurrence  to  such  practices  in  future. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  cannot  avoid  shortly  advcrtingfo  the 
gloomy  picture  drawn  by  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mi;. 
Francis)  early  in  the  debate,  of  the  declining  and  impo- 
verished  state  of  the  country.  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  ad- 
mit that  the  people  are  necessarily  called  upon  to  submit  to 
heavy  burthens,  but  I  can  by  no  means  subscribe  to  hi$ 
opinion  that  they  seem  likely  to  sink  under  them.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  had  recourse  to  the  poor  laws,  and 
the  sum  annually  applied  to  this  purpose,  as  a  proof  of  our  • 
poverty.  It  is  rather  a  singular  mode  of  proving  his  pro- 
position to  refer  to  a  system  which  has  grown  out  of  theaf- 
fluence  and  liberality  of  the  nation,  and  which,  however 
liable  to  abuse,  is  generally  considered  as  justifying  a  very 
different  conclusion.  In  stating  the  increase  of  this  charge, 
he  seems  to  forget,  that  without  any  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  the  poor  receiving  relief  to  the  other  part  of 
the  community,  they  most  increase  in  number  as  the  popu- 
lation advances;  and  the  charge  of  relieving  the  same  numr 
ber  of  poor  must  also  increase  in  proportion  as  all  the  ar* 
tides  of  food,  &c.  advance  in  price. 

I  certainly  do  not  deny  that  the  pressure  of  taxes  is  severe^ 
but  1  do  assert  that  it  is  not  such  as  to  check  or  disturb  ia 
any  respect  the  iirdustry,  and  consequently  the  prosperity 
of  the  country.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  wisnes  tQ 
know  what  an  impoverished  and  declining  country  is,  let 
him  tekr  back  to  the  period  when  my  late  right  honourable 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  first  took  charge  of  the  finance  of  the 
country  in  1784.  The  manufactures  and  commerce  declin* 
ing  in  proportion  as  burthens  were  imposed,  every  new  tax 
counteracting  those  in  existence,  and  the  whole  falling 
short  in  produce  of  what  they  were  taken  at,  and  with  diN 
ficulty  providing  for  the  permanent  charge  of  the  debt. 
We  now  find,  uotwithstanoing  the  taxes  arcs  since  increased  ' 
so  muchjin  amount,  that  both  the  old  and  new  duties  increase 
every  year  in  amount;  that  hardly  a  tax  has  been  laid 
which  has  not  exceeded  the  estimate  in  its  produce;  and  the 
documents  before  Parli^rment  indisputably  prove,  that  our 
agriculture^  manufactures,  and  commerce,  are  extending 
tnemsetves  rapidly,  even  in  the  mid^t  of  war.  We  have 
also,  in  later  years,  been  able  to  adopt  the  salutary  principle 
of  raising  a  large  proportion  of  our  supplies  within  the  year« 
(iacluding  the  war  taxes  now  proposed,  to  the  extent  iiearly 
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of  on<^  half  of  our  war  expenditure)  an  effort,  which  could 
onlj  be  made  by  a  country  both  hi«fhly  affluent  and  pro8- 
'pcrous,  whilstthesinkingr-fwnd,  already  amounting  to  about 
eight  niHUons  a  year,  givos  us  every  reason  to  hope,  that 
the  monjent  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  comparatively 
•  small  increase  of  debt  which  now  takes  place  maybe  pre- 
vented even  in  war,  and  its  rapid  liquidation  looked  to  Mrith 
confidence  on  the  return  of  peace.  The  noble  lord  well 
described  thevaUieof  this  institution  to  the  public  on  a  for- 
mer night,  by  stating  it  as  his  persuasion,  that  had  the  sink- 
ing-fund', on  its  present  principles,  not  been  established  in 
1786,  we  must  ever  since  have  made  our  loans  on  terms  so 
-Yuinoiis,  as  to  have  incurred  an  annual  charge  for  interest 
alone  fully  equal  to  what  now  covers  both  t^  interest  and 
sinking-fund  of  the  public  debt.  It  may,  thereforei  be 
Airly  said,  thata  perpetual  annuity  of  eight  millions  a^ear 
has  been  thereby  saved  to  the  nation,  which,  after  liquidat- 
ing the  principal,  is  revertiWe  to  them.  The  justice  and 
gratitude  of  Parliament  has  left  nothing  to  his  friendB  to  de- 
me  on  this  head ;  but,  surely,  a  prouder  monument  was 
never  raised  by-  the  wisdom  and  exertions  of  an  individual 
to  his  own  fame,  than  by  this  single  measure,  established^ 
And  inviolably  adhered  to,  as  it  was  through  times  of  the 
titrtiost  difficulty. 

•  Can  it  then  be  said  that  the  country  doe>  not  exhibit  at  this 
foment  the  most  convincing  signs  of  health  and  prosperity? 
If  the  public  arc  heavily  burthened,  they  bear  it  with  forti- 
tude and  good -will,  because  they  feel  it  is  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  the  efforts  which  they  ire  called  upon  to  make 
for  their  own  preservation  against  the  common  enemy. 
Heavy  as  the  pressure  is,  can  the  honourable  gentleman 
iTBcollect  any  period  in  the  history  •  Mlie  country,  when  dis- 
dotitent  was  less  apparent,  or  wlien  the  nation  submitted 
with  more  marks  of  manliness,  and  even  satisfaction,  t6cveiy 
sacrifice  the  public  exigency  has  imposed  ?  Never  did  any 
ministers  succeed  to  a  government,  when  the  greatest  of  all 
'  Resources  and  support,  namely,  the  public  mind,  was  in  a 
more  happy  temper  to  aid  them  in  surmountinir  the  dlffi- 
fcnlties  with  which  they  have  to  contend.  Never  did  any  mini- 
sters find  the  country,  on  their  coming  into  ofhce,  more  truly 
prosperous ,  if  s  revenue  more  productive,  or  its  credit  highct ; 
that  such  was  the  state  of  the  navy,  I  am  sure  they  wiD'not 
deny,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to  maintain,  when  that  subject 
MmesT^gnlarlyintodisoussion^  that  thesame  may  beoBserted 
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^ith  not  less  tmtfa,  vfiih  respect  to  the  army.  Finding  all 
'the  main  features  of  our  naiionai  strength  thus  vigorous  and 
entire^  I  trust  they  wUl  continue  to  adminiater  them  upon 
ihose  principles  by  ivhich  they  have  been  hitherto  preserve, 
improved,  and  upheld.  The  noble  hKd  has  done  himself 
honour  by  the  course  he  has  puiBued  ia  his  present  budfi^et. 
'The  despondently  of  tlie  honourable  gentleman  will  not,  I 
trust,  dis^oura^  him  from  continuing  to  tread  in  the  path 
which  bis  predecessor  has  muxlied  out  for  him.  So  long  as 
he  perseveres  in  doing  so,  and  as  it  shall  be  tlie  principk  of 
the  government  to  maintain  with  firmnoss  that  system  upon 
VKltich  thefar  predecessors  have  acted,  the  noble  lord  will  find 
me  anxious  to  smooth  his  difficultly,  aud  to  afford  lummy 
cordial  suppiort. 

Mr.  Vansittarty  in  answer  to  that  part  of  the  noble  lord's 
€peech,  in  which  he  said,  the  first  deposit  of  the  loan  in  the 
bwak  would  beat  his  dispoisal,  observed,  thai  it  would  only 
ksemain  in  custody  for  the  futiure  use  of  government ;  buti» 
'  Ihata  shilling  of  it  must  not  be  touched,  without  a  bill  of 
Eppropctation,  which  the  house  had  still  within  its  con- 
tooL  He  denied  that  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  au« 
tiiosity  of  Hatsell,  as  quoted  by  the  noble  lord,  supported 
his. assertions,  and  siiid,  that  ia  1802  there  was  a  precedent 
precisely  in  point  ia  the  case  of  the  nnvy  supply,  tchich 
was  voted,  first  for  four  months,:  then  for  six,  and  then  for 
thc.remainder  of  the  year,  without  the  estimates  being  laid 
hefote  the  House  at  any  of  those  times*  In  answer  \o  some 
ailments,  which,  had  been  ofl^red  by  another  hoD«  gen« 
tiemany  on  the  subject  of  war  taxes  and  the  sinking-fund, 
he  begged  to  state  the  advantages  which  bad  accrued  to 
the  country  from  that  system.  The  former,  since  its  first 
adc^tion,  had  saved  to  the  country  eighteen  miltioosof 
debt,  and  three  millions  of  permanent  taxes;  andtbesink« 
{ng-fiiiid,  since  its  adoption,  had  saved  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  debt,  and  eighty  mUlions  ia  taxes. 

Mr..  Rose  maintained,  that  notwithstanding  every  thing 
which  had  been  endeavoured  to  be  argued  to  the  contrary, 
the  noble  lord  had  certainly  violated  the  principle  of  the 
constitution  of  this  country,  as  established  in  the  system  of 
proposing  to  the  House  of  Commons  the  ways  and  means 
of  the  year,  because  he  had  proposed  the  ways  and  means 
before  the  amount  of  the  supplies  were  known,  which  must 
he  the  case  until  it  was  known  what  our  army  was  to  be. 
It  was  said  that  .the  produce  of  the  war  taxes  weie  so  ap« 
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propriated,  that  they  could  not  be  diverted  from  their  in- 
tenclod  purpose;  that  vtbs  not  so  in  point  of  fact^  for  as  t», 
apprDpritttion,  the  moment  these  taxes  were  voted,  they 
were  as  ranch  under  the  will  of  the  lords  of  the  treasniy, 
ami  at  their  command,  as  any  other  sum  of  money  voted 
by  Parliament  for  the  ptiblic  service;  and  therefore  this 
measure,  as  far  as'  it  went,  was  a  direct  violation  of  the 
constitutional  principle,    which  provided  that  the  ways 
and  means  should  not  be  voted  until  the  whole  of  the  sup- 
plies were  known ;  and  this  was  done  without  any  ground 
whatever  for  it.     These  w<iys  and  means  should  never  be 
voted  before  the  army  had  been  voted  in  a  committee  of 
tuppiv;  it  never  bad  been  done  in  any  instance  since  the 
Revolution;  by  array  he  must  be  understood  to  mean  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  under  the  head  of  guards,  gar- 
risons, &c.    He  must  repeat,  that  the  thing  was  never  at* 
tempted  before  since  the  Revolution,  except  in  the  instance 
quoted  by  the  hon.  gentlenian  who  had  just  spoken,  and 
which  he  stated  to  have  taken  place  on  his  own  motion  in 
180S,  which  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  precedent,  £oft 
it  was  a  thing  of  which  the  House  did  not  happen  to  take 
a  proper  notiee,  and  it  was  hardly  ri^ht  for  the  hon.  gen- 
t  leman  to  be  the  autl)or  of  a  bad  prece&nt ;  and  this  shewed 
the  lA^priety  of  the  house  never  enduiing  the  same  uncon- 
stitutional measure  again:  and  this  was  all  he  should  saj 
on  that  head,  except  e^tpressing  a  hope  that  such  a  thing 
will  never  be  attempted  again  by  any  minister.    As  to  the 
taxes,  he  desired  to  be  unckrstood  as  notintending  to  throvr 
any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  government;  for  he  had  no 
wish  io  oppose  one  of  them,  nor  should  he  do  so  when  the 
liUls  were  brought  in;  he  thought  it  right,  however,  that 
the  noble  lord  might  bear  what  he  had  to  say  npon  them; 
then  he  might  turn  them  in  his  mind  in  the  course  of  their 
progress,  and  judge  how  far  any  of  his  arguments  oughl 
to  have  any  weight.     In  the  first  place,  tM  tax  mi  wine, 
lie  was  confirmed,  would  not  produce  what  it  was  estimated 
ai.     It  was  proposed  to  1)e  made  permanent  for  the  war  by 
Mr.  Pitt;  but  he  did  not  apply  it  to  the  pavmentof  the 
interest  of  the  debt,  although  he  considered  it  as  made 
pemianent  as  a  mere  war  tax ;  i(  had  increased  at  first,  but 
it  had  fallen  off;  and  he  was  aware  it  would  not  produco 
what  it  was  taken  at.     He  spoke  from  documents  wbich 
could  not  mislead  him  on  the  subject;  he  believed,  that  in- 
stead of  taking  it  at  bOOfiOOl.  it  would  be  wiser  to  take  tt  at 
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S00,000//  The  tax  on  iron  w^s  one  which  Mr,  Pitt  bad  in 
contemplation ;  but  it  would  have  the  effect  of  diminishing 
the  produce  of  other  articles.  He  spoke  on  this  safagect 
from  the  best  information ;  for  he  had,  under  tlie  direction 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  possessed  himself  of  information  from  ef cry 
iiimace  in  the  kingdom,  and  the  papers  were  at  the  .service 
of  the  noble  lord,  as  was  every  othet  information  he  pos-» 
sessed ;  for  his  object  was  to  serve  his  country  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power,  and  not  to  thwart  any  measures  taken  for  its 
support.  As  to  the  tax  on  appraisements,  that  had  nlfio^ 
been  proposed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  but  it  had  been  given  up  as  a 
thing  likely  to  be  too  unproductive  to  be  entertained. 
With  regard  to  the  tax  on  tea,  there  were  really  serious  ob- 
jectio!?s  taken  to  it  by  Mr.  Pitt,  particularly  on  the  lower 
sorts  of  it,  for  it  was,  in  general,  used  with  the  poorer  sort 
of  people,  and  Aiis  he  knew  from  personal  experimee;  be 
knew  tnat  the  mass  of  the  poorer  classes  not  only  took  tisi 
morning  and  evening,  but  also  very  often  for  their  dinner; 
and  this  made  Mr.  Pitt  very  unwilling  to  make  it  the  subject 
of  taxation.  As  to  the  articles  of  lower  prices,  besides,  it 
would  not  be  an  easy  thing  to  find  the  lower-price  tea  in  tbe 
warehouses,  as  they  threw  it  about  without  seeming  to  cane 
what  became  of  it ;  and  it  was  not  injured  h  v  tosfing  dhont 
as  the  finer  teas  were,  so  that  a  great  deal  of  smnggltni^ 
would  take  place  when  this  duty  was  imposed.  As  tatini 
article  of  tobacco,  it  woidd  produce  a  great  deal  of  nwncf^ 
tx  there  was  a  large  consumption  of  it;  bat  here,  egaio, 
it  should  be  remembered,  that  the  value  of  the  article  it- 
self was  about  6d,  a  pound ;  there  was  already  a  dutv  of 
1$.  Id,  ou  it,  and  this  additional  Qd,  would  make  the  duty 
four  times  the  value  or  the  article ;  a  great  temptation  to 
smu^ltug,  certainly;  the  fiicility  to  which  was  the  greater, 
as  it  was  an  article  easily  carried  on  horseback.  Thesp 
were  many  other  observations  which  he  miffat  make  on 
other  articles  of  taxation  proposed  by  the  noble  lord ;  but 
he  should  not  makd  them,  because  his  object  was  to  lend 
all  the  aid  in  his  power  to  gov^nment,  instead  of  obstruct- 
ing it.  He  then  proceedttl  to  observe,  that  until  lately, 
that  is,  long  witliin  his  own  memory,  no  attempt  wasmado 
to  hiing  the  public  accounts  of  this  country  into  any  thing 
like  form  or  system.  He  wished  the  House  to  understand 
the  situation  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  found  the  finances  of  this 
country,  and  tbe  situation  in  which  he  left  them.  A  com^^ 
Buttoe  was  appointed  some  yean  ago^  at  the  head  of  whietA 
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was  a  very  respectable  gentleman,  Mr,  Pitt,  afterwanfo 
Lord  Camelford,  and  .other  men  of  the  first  4alcQts,  and  to 
-whom  the  IIou8e  looked  up^  ivere  on  that  committee— tho 
member  for  Salisbury,  and  the  member  for  Hertford,  and 
an  investigation  of  the  public  accounts  was  then  set  cm 
foot.  That  committee  reported  to  the  Ilou^e  the  taxes  then 
imposed,  and  the  produce  of  tliem;  and  they  thought  it 
an  object  fi>r  the  House  to  consider,  whether  the  taxes  of 
that  year  had  any  eft<H3t  on  former  taxes ;  they  called  for 
an  account  of  the  otlier;  but  tyhatwas  most  surprising:^ 
they  did  not  cast  up  the  totals,  and  compare  the  taxes  of 
the  year  with  those  which  bad  preceded  them ;  if  they  had, 
they  would  have  found  that  the  taxes  of  that  year  amounted 
to  one  million  less  than  those  of  the  preceding  year,  al- 
though 700,000/.  had  been  added  to  the  taxation  of  that 
^ear;  this  was  in  the  year  1782,  But  when  Mr.  Pitt  caitie 
into  power,  he  put  the  finances  into  a  regular  state.  The 
first  step  he  took  was  to  move  the  House  tor  a  committee  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  finance  of  the  country,  and  to 
bring  it  into  a  proper  method;  the  chairman  of  the  com-! 
mittoe  was  a  noble  lord  (Grenville),  now  at  the  head  of  the 
treasury  ;  a  more  fit  person  than  whom  he  did  not  believe 
existed,  either  for  that  situation,  or  the  present  exalted  one 
which  he  now  fills,  whose  appointment  gave  him  sincere 

Eleasure.  Under  that  noble  lord  was  made  a  report,  whicb 
rought  forward  the  true  state  of  the  finance  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  country  benefited  much  by  the  labours  of 
that  intelligent  committee.  At  the  end  of  six  years,  ano- 
ther committee  was  appointed,  at  the  head  •t>f  which  waa 
Lord  Harrpwby,  whose  labours  were  also  abundantly  use* 
ful.  At  the  end  of  six  vears afterwards,  another  committee 
was  appointed,  in  whicn  the  present  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons  presided ;  and  he  should  not  be  suspected  of 
nattcry  when  ne  said,  that  of  all  the  reports  he  ever  saw, 
this  was  the  best,  sincl  indeed  it  would  have  done  credit  to 
the  wisest  man  that  ever  considered  the  subject  of  finanoe, 
and  by  which  any  man  of  common  understanding  might  un« 
derstand  tlie  subject  of  the  finance  of  this  country.  AH 
this  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  which  washighljr 
creditable  to  his  memory.  As  to  the  subject  of  the  citu 
list,  he  was  sorry  that  what  the  noble  lord  said  on  that  sub- 
ject  had  made  the  impression  which  it  did,  fdr  he  was  con- 
fident the  upblc  lord  intended  nothing  unfavourable  from, 
that  quarter  to  be  Hi  by  the  House ;  bnd,  iuiiced,  the  m^ 
6  '  rears 
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rears  had  arisen  from  causes  wljich  were  unavoidable;  and 
it  wasiiol  to  be  forgotten,  that  his  Majesty  had,  of  his  own 
TPyal  grace,  given  to  the  public  one  niFllion,  which  was  cn-p 
tirely  nisown  (alluding  to  certain  prizes  which  the  King  had 
ordered  to  be  brought  to  the  public  account).  As  to  the  sub«f 
ject  of  poor-rates,  which  had  been  brought  forward,  and 
stated  at  six  millions  annually,  he  was  not  aware  that  tha 
siubject  was  to  have  been  mentioned,  otherwise  he  would 
bave  turned,  in  a  minute,  to  an  exact  account  of  it;  ho 
could,  however,  assure  the  House,  from  a  recollection 
which  did  not  deceive  him,  that  tlic  amount  was  not  quitq 
five  millions; — a  large  sum,  however,  he  admitted,  but 
which  might  be  considerably  dimiuished  by  finding  out 
employment  for  paupers;  this  was  au  interesting  sul)ject, 
worthy  of  gmit  attention;  he  had  turned  his  thought  a 
great  deal  to  it.  An  attempt  had  been  made  to  provide  a 
remedy;  but  the  party  endeavouring  had  aimed  at  too 
much,  and  met  the  fate  of  those  who  aim  at  too  nmch  ;  ho 
got  nothing;  the  subject,  however,  should  not  be  despaired 
of,  but  piirsued,  for  lie  was  confident  that  much  ameliorar 
tion  was  practicable  in  th'it  system;  particularly  in  the 
way  of  employing  the  pau|x;rs,  for  he  had  no  doubt  of  its 
being  practicable  with  regard  to  the  male;  he  trusted  it 
would  do,  at  least  tb  some  extent,  with  the  female  paupers- 
He  then  took  a  view  of  the  sinking  fund,  of  which' he  gave 
a  clear  and  intelligent  history  in  a  few  words.  The  first 
person  who  applied  a  sinking  fund  to  the  finance  of  this 
country  was  Lord  Oxford,  when  he  was  a  commoner ;  and 
so  much  applause  attended  bin)  for  that  measure,  that  in 
his  patent  qf  peerage  it  was  stated  that  be  was  created  a 
jieer  for  it.  |t  ende<l,,  however,  in  ihe  South  Sea  bubble, 
after  500,000/.  had  been  laid  out  upon  it.  The  next  ap^ 
plication  of  a  sinkirtg  fund  was  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  but 
afterwards  he  delivered  it  up  in  time  pf  peace,  after  it  had 
paid  one  million  and  a  hau ;  but  tlie  real  sinking  fund^  de? 
serving  that  name,  was  the  sinking  fund  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  it  may 
be  said  to  have  been  invented  by  him.  It  was  said  by  the 
right  hon.  ^gentlcmaji,  that  after  the  American  war,  any 
administration,  whatever  the  plans  of  policy  it  might  have 
entertained,  must  have  adopted  a  sinking  fund.  He  dkl 
not  know  what  any  administration  might  have  done;  but 
this  he  knew,  that  nobody  ever  did  it  as  it  should  be  done  but 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  by  which  he  furnished  this  country  with  n  per- 
manent revenue,  out  of  that  which  did  not  deserve  the  name 
lYor..  I.  1805-6,  4B  4f 
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pf  a  revenue :  for  wLen  Mr.  Pilt  came  into  power,  the  fi- 
nances^fthe  country  were  o|ily  just  sufficient  to  pay  the 
interest  of  the  debt,  leaving  nothing  for  any  other  expen<* 
diture ;  and  in  two  years  from  that  time,  which  was  iront 
1784  to  1786,  Mr.  Pitt  established  a  sinking  fund  of  one 
million,  which  he  kept  sacred,  until  by  its  immense  effect 
every  man  had  become  its  admirer,  Having  said  so  much 
on  these  topics,  he  should  make  an  observation  or  two  oa 
pthers,  and  that  hv  way  of  dispelling  all  ideas  of  gloom  as 
to  the  situation  of  our  affairs,  and  iqr  this  again  we  were 
inddbted  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  for,  during  his  administration,  the 
number  of  the  ships  taken  of  the  enemy  by  us  are  ac^ 
tually  more  than  the  whole  number  taken  before  that 
time,  since  the  Revolutfon,  notwithstanding  the  wars 
in  which  we  bad  been  en^^od,  and  in  which  we  had 
acquired  so  much  glory,  viz.  in  the  wars  of,  King  Wil- 
liam— in  the  wars  of  Queen  Anne — the  war  of  1742 — 
the  seven  years  war — the  American  war,  in  which  we  had 
gained  so  many  victories  against  the  French ;  and,  put- 
ting therti  all  together,  they  will  Jiot  amount  to  what  had 
been  done  in  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  which  no  less 
thanonchundrcdandten  men  of  war  had  been  captured,  and 
the  possessions  of  the  French  had  been  taken  m  the  East 
and  West  Indies.  Almost  all  their  colonies  had  become 
ours.  We  had  never  once  been  defeated  [in  any  one  en- 
gagement, but  had  been  victorious  every  where,  our  arms 
triumphant  in  every  part  of  the  worjd.  All  this  during  the 
administration  of  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  all  this  while  too  our 
revenue  was  in  a  condition  infinitely  more  flourishing  than 
'  ever,  and  was  made  the  astonishment  of  the  world,  as  well 
as  the  state  of  our  trade  and  commerce;  and  our  naviga? 
tion  extended  beyond  tiie  example  of  any  nation  on  the 
face  of  the  globe.  He  said*  these  things  as  the  due  reward 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  He  did  not  say  that  the  situation  of  the  pre- 
sent chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  not  arduous;  he 
knew  it  was  so,  but  it  should  not  be  increased  by  any  cap- 
tious opposition  by  him ;  on  the  contrary,  he  should  oe 
glad  to  assist  him  in  every  thing  in  his  power ;  and  he 
believed  he  possessed  some  information  which  must  be  use- 
ful to  that  noble  lord  on  many  of  the  topics  to  which  he  had 
been  alluding.  He  could  not,  however,  do  better  than  fol- 
low the  system  laid  down  for  him  by  his  predecessor  in 
office,*  Mr.  Pitt.  He  wkhed  the  present  administration  to 
t^ifiye  I  and  he  wished  that  at  the  end  of  their  career,  when«t 
8  eye? 
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ever  that  might  b^^  they  might  be  able  to  render  to  their 
'  country  as  good  an  account  of  their  labours  in  its  service 
as  had  been  done  by  Mr;  Pitt ;  and  a  higher  honour  they 
could  not  obtain  ;  that  they  might  obtain  it  was  his  hearty 
wishi 

Mr.  Sohrtsione  expressed  his  apprehensions  that  neither 
the  financial  estimates  of  the  noble  lord  would  be  so  pro* 
ductive,  nor  the'  expences  of  the  war  so  limited,  as  hij 
Statements  alleged,  lie  well  remenibercd,  that  in  a  for- 
.mer  year  of  the  war,  a  right  honourable  gentleman  (now 
a  noble  peer)  had  stated  to  the  House,  that,  under  th|0 
aid  of  the  sinking  fun^^  the  war  mi^ht  be  carried  on  at  aa 
Dunnal  expence  of  twenty-seven  millions^  without  addi«* 
tional  burUiens  on  the  country ;  and  yet  experience  had 
shewn,  that  it  exceeded  the  estimnte  by  near  twenty  miU 
lions.  He  observed,  that  the  debate  of  that  night  was  for 
the  most  part  f|  debute  of  paradoxes ;  but  the  mo^t  extra* 
ordinary  of  them  all  was  the  argument  of  ^  right  honour* 
able  secretary  (Mr.  Fox),  not  now  in  his  place,  iii  respect 
to  tlie  property-tax,  namely,  that  the  peoplfe  woula  b^ 
better  pleased  to  carry  up  the  impost  to  what  he  was 
pl<»sed  to  call  ^^  its  natural  limits,''  and  be  taxM  ten  pev 
cent*  _  at  once,  than  &ave  the  charge  gradually  increased 
every  year ;  but  he  believed,  if  the  right  honourable  ffen* 
Heman  bad  spoken  that  night  from  that  side  of  the 
House  where  he  had  been  so  long  in  the  habit  of  maintain-* 
in^  other  opinions,  even  with  the  whole  force  of  hui  great 
talents,  ana  all  his  powers  of  eloquence,  he  would  find  the 
strength  of  language  sinking  under  his  exertions,  in  ridi- 
culing such  an  argument  coming  from  any  minister  to 
whom  he  should  be  opposed. 

Mr.  Hileu  Addinstton  rose  to  express  his  astonishment 
at  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  member,  in  allu- 
sion to  a  declaration  made  upon  a  former  occasion  by  a 
noble  relation  of  his,  not  now  present  to  defend  himself; 
more  especially  as  he  recollected  that  on  a  similar  mistake  of 
tliat  honourable  gentleman,  apon  the  very  same  ground, 
his  noble  relation  had  given  an  explanation  totally  difier* 
ent,  and  such  as  he  conceiv^  satisfactory,  and  correct 
tive  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  inistake.  On  the  con-* 
tmry^  his  noble  rdation  had  said,  that  if  the  expences  of 
the  war  did  not  exceed  twentv-seven  millions  a  year,  that 
then  be  diould  be  enabled  still  to  continue  the  reduction  of 
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the  public  debt,  by  continninjj,  the  annual  contribution  to 
the  sinking  fund,  without  tiuy  additional  burthen  on  the 
romitrr.  But  it  was  impossible  fot  him  to  say  what 
^ho11]d  be  the  limits  of  expenditure  in  a  war  of  such  inde- 
finite ma.ijiiitudc. 

Afr.  Stnr^es  Ihume  made  no  opposition  to  the  taxes 
proposed,  but  thought  one  argument  of  a  right  honour- 
'abl<?  secretary,  in  respect  to  the  property-tax,  rather  extra- 
ordinary, and  the  very  reverse  of  what  he  always  conceived 
to  be  tliat  right  honourable  gentleman's  opinion  of  that  tax. 
Me  had  always  understood  him  to  have  been  averse  to  the 
'tax  altogether ;  and  thought  he  recollected  hira  to  have 
called  it  an  inquhhlonat^  tax,  or  some  such  gentle  epithet. 
He  understood  him  \i\ii  year  as  having  violently  opposed 
?i  small  increase  of  the  tax  ;  but  ndver  till  that  nigut  did 
he  understand  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  objection 
to  that  increafte,  merely  because  it  w^s  too  small  ;  or  to  the 
tax  ifsclf,  only  because  it  was  not'  doubled  in  the  first 
Jnstiiuce,  in  ordcrthus  to  render  it  more  acccptableto  the 
jpcople. 

*'  Mr.  ffardbcggi^A  the  noble  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
to  explain  one  expression  in  his  statement,  on  a  former 
night,  respecting  the  subsidijiry  treaty',  which  he  slated 
to  ijc  so  Qomplcx  and  indefinite,  as  not  to  afford  the  means 
of  ascertaining  its  extent,  or  whether  the  million,  which  ho 
/Claimedas.anarrear  on  that  account,  was  suflicicnt.  Mr. 
Ward  declared,,  that,  in  his  mind,  nothing  could  be  more 
«lcar  and  simple  than  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  It  stipu- 
lated to  allow  to  our  allies,  191:  lO.t,  per  man,  for  every 
mnji  brought  into  the  fiold,  and  British  jMiy  from  the  time 
(hey  quitted  tlicir  own  frontier  till  they  returned  to  the 
same.  Possibly  the  noble  lord's  difficulty  arose  from  his 
not  being  able  to  ascertain  what  numbers  had  returned  to 
thfir  own  frontier;  or  that  the  commissaries  who,  as  it 
was  stipulatexl,  should  attend  and  ascertain  the  number  of 
troops  in  the  field,  had  not  so  attended  ;  otherwise  he 
oonld  not  understand  where  the  diificulty  lay. 
'  Lord  Henry  Petty  answeretl,  that  the  terms,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  treaty,  did  not  afibrd  the  means,  of  a 
i^lear  elucidation. 

Mr,  Bronle,  agreeably  to  the  notice  he  had  given  on 
Saturday,  ro^c  to  oppose  the  tax  on  sugars,  and  said,  that 
pn  whichever  side  of  the  House  he  might  sit,  he  should 
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lulways  oppose  every  tax  that  appeared  tohimopp>rcssivc^* 
oii  the  commerce  of  the  cmmtry,  and  such  lie  conceived  to 
be  that  now  proposed  on  sugars  ;  and  which,  he  was  con- 
vinced, mitst  fiul  on  the  planter,  and  not  on  the  consumer ; 
for,  from  the  first  tax  imposed  this  war,  through  all  the 
successive  increases,  and  up  to  the  ]>rcsent  proposition, 
which  was  to  complete  a*  rise  of  the  duty  to  10*.  per  cwt. 
the  Gazette  prices  of  sugars  had  fallen,  instead  of  being 
raised  thereby,  so  that  the  loss  fell  wholly  upon  tlie  planter, 
who  Wits  willing  to  pay  as  much  as  any  other  sub- 
ject towards  the  war,  but  by  this  means  would  pay  in- 
finitely more. 

Mr.  VansUtart  admitted,  that  sometimes,  under  the 
circumstanaes  of  a  glutted  market,  and  no  foreign  de- 
mands for  sugars,  this  Iras  the  complexion  which  the 
circumstances  of  the  sugar-trade  bore.  However  he  pro- 
mised that  some  investigation  should  take  place,  and  that 
he  should  .move  for  an  account  ef  the  average  Gazette 
prio^  of  stt^ar  for  some  years- back,  in  order  to  form  aii 
accurate  estimate  of  the  facts. 

After  some  farther  conversation,  the  several  resolutions 
were  read  and  agreed  to,  and  leave  giVcii  to  bring  in  bills 
pursuant  thereto. 

Mr.  Vansittart  moved  for  an  account  of  the  quarterly 
average  of  the  Gazette  prices  of  raw  and  Muscovado  su- 
gars, &r  six  years  las{  past.  Also  for  an  acco:Uul  of  raw 
and  manufacturdd  iron  exported  for  tea  j'cars  past,  which 
were  ordered. 

*  The  same  honourable  gentleman  gave  notice,  that  he 
sliould,  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  Wednes- 
day next,  move  for  three  millions  of  exchequer  bills,  upon 
the  aids  of  the  year. 

The  ordnance  treasurer's  bill  was  deferred  till  Wednes- 
day the  17th  of  April,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  the  House 
adjourned. 

BUDGET    BES0LUTI0X8.      '   ' 

The  first  and  second  related  entirely  to  the  loan,  the 
terms  of  it,  and  periods  of  payment  oi  the  instalments. 

3.  Uesolved,  That  itis  die  opinion  of  this  committee^ 
that  towards  raising  the  supply  granted  to  his  Majesty,' 
t\kt  rates  'and  duties  now  payable  on  the  profits  arising  from 
property,   professions,  trades,  and  offices,  tje  increased  io 
two  shiUuigs  fur  every  twenty  shillings  of  the  annual  value  - 
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Ibere6f,  and  tbat  all  deduciionsy  exemptions^  and  abate-* 
mcntsy  of  the  said  rates  and  duties,  do  cease  and  dc^lar-* 
mine. 

4.  Resolv^,  That  the  several  additional  duties  of 
customs  herein-after  mentioned,  shall  be  charged  on  the 
l^oods,  VFajres,  ana  merchandise,  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  not  being  imported  by  the  United  Compa** 
ny  of  Merchants  of  England  tniding  to  the  £ast  Ia« 
dies,  Yiz« 

Duty. 

Sugar,  for  every  100  /.  of  the  produce  and  ^.    s.  d. 
amount  of  the  duties  of  customs  due  and  pay- 
able thereon  (except  as  hereinafter  mentioned)  an 
additional  duty  of  *  *  «*  1£    0    6 

All  other  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  for 
every  100/.  of  the  produce  and  amount  of  the 
duties  of  customs,  due  and  payable  thereon  (ex- 
eept  as  hereinafler  mentioned)  an  additional 
duty  of  .  .  -  -    8    6    8 

• .  Except  cotton  ttooI,  tobacco,  wine,  and  wood,  vi2. 

■  ■■■  Deals,  above  seven  inches  in  width,  being  eight 
feet  in  length,  and  not  above  ten  feet  in  icngtlp, 
and  not  exceeding  one  and  a  half  inch  in  thick- 
ness. 

Fir  timber,  being  eight  inches  square,  and  not  exceed- 
ing ten  inches  square,  of  the  growth  of  Norway,  and  im- 
pwted  directly  from  thence. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  several  additional  duties  of  cus* 
toms  her^naftcr  mentioned  shall  be  charged  on  the  goods^ 
wares,  and  merchandize,  hereinafter  enumerated  or  de- 
scribed, exported  from  Great  Britain,  viz. 

Goods^  waves,  and  merchandize,  not  being  of 
thegrowth,  produce,  or  manufactureof  Great  Bri- 
tain, for  every  100/.  of  the  produce  and  amount 
of  tho  duties  of  customs  due  and  payable  on  the 
'  exportation  thereof  (except  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned) an  additional  duty  of  -  -    8    6    S 

Coals,  for  every  100  /•  of  the  produce  and 
amount  of  the  duties  and  customs  dne  and  pay- 
able on  the  exportation  thereof  (except  as  heie- 
inafier  mentioned),  an  additional  duty  of         -^8-69 

Except  the  additional  duties  of  customs,  granted  by  as 
act  of  the  4Sd  year  of  bis  pietent  Majesty,  intituled,  '^  An 
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act  for  granjting  to  his  Majfsty,  during  the  present  war,  and 
until  the  ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  addi- 
tional duties  on  the  importation  and  exportation  of  certain 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  and  on  the  tonnage  of 
ships  and  vessels  in  Great  Britain/' 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  several  additional  duties  of  ctts- 
toms  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  charged  on  thegoods^ 
ivares,  and  merchandize,  hereinafter  enumerated  or  de- 
scribed, brought  or  carried  coastwise,or  from  port  to  port, 
^ithin  Great  Britain,  viz. 

Duty.  * 
{Goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  brought  or  L^  s.  d.' 
CxtneA  coastwise,  or  from  port  to  port,  within 
Great  Britain,  for  every  100/.  of  the  produce 
and  amount  of  the  duties  of  customs  due  and 
payable  thereon  ( except  as  hcrcinafler  men- 
tioned) an  additional  duty  of  -  -    8    6    8 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  several  additional  duties  of  cus- 
toms hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  charged  on  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandizej  hereinafter  enumerated  or  de- 
scribed, imported  into  Great  Britain  by  the  United  Com-^ 
pany  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Kast  In-' 
(lies,  viz. 

Duty. 

Sugar,  for  every   100/.  of  the  produce  and  L*  s.  rf. 
amount  of  the  duties  of  customs  due  and  pay-   * 
able  thereon  (except  as  hereinafter  mcntioneu)  an 
additional  duty  of    .         -  -  -  15    0    0 

All  other  goods  wares  and  merchandize  for 
every  100/.  ofthc  produce  and  amount  of  duties 
of  customs  due  and  payable  thereon  (except  as 
Jtereinafter  mentioned)  an  additional  duty  of    -    8    6    8 
£xcept  cotton  wool  and  wine. 

8.  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  paid  and  allowed  on  the 
exportation  of  any  sugar  from  Great  Britain,  an  additional 
drawback  of  fifteen  pounds  for  every  one  hundred  pounds 
of  the  produce  and  amount  of  the  drawback  of  tlic  duties 
of  customs  now  paid  and  allowed  on  the  exportation  there- 
of from  Great  Britain. 

9.  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  paid  and  allowed  on 
the  exportation  from  Great  Britain  of  any  refined  sugar 
produced  from  sugar  of  the  British  plantations,  or  from 
fugar  imported  by  the  Uuited  Company  of  Merchants  olt 
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'Efigland  tradin«^  to  the  luii^i  Indies,  an  additionaf  boanly 
of  nfteen  pounds  for  every  one  hundred  pounds  of  the  pro- 
duce and  amount  of  tbcboMnties  on  such  refined  sugar  now 
Slid  aod  allowed  oii  the  exi^ortalion  thereof  from  Great 
ritain. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  additional  counlervailii^  cus- 
toms hercinnfler  mentionod,  bo  charged  upon  all  refined 
sugar  of  the  nianufarfure  of  Ireland)  imported  from  thence 
into  Great  Brilain,  viz* 
Sugar,  refined,  viz. 

-.Bastards,  whole  or  ground,  the  cwt. 

-« Lumps,  (he  Qv^t, 

*  Single  loaf,  the  ca\U 

r-  Powder  loaf,  and  dpublc  loaf/thc  cwf . 

Sugar-candj',  viz. 

>  Brown,  thecwt.     .    -        * 

-» ' White,  the  cwt. 

Sugar,  refined,  of  any  other  sorl^^  the  cwt, 

11.  lli*solvcd.  That  the  additional  drawbacks  oflxiun- 
tics  hereinafler  mentioned,  be  allowed  on  all  rcfineil  sugar 
of  the  manufodurc  ©f  Great  Britain,  exported  fr«n  thcQco 
to  Irclaml,  viz. 
Sugar,  refined,  viz* 
•*—^—— Bastards,  whole  or  ground,  the  cwt. 

-"^ Lumps,  the  cwt, 

Single  loaf,  the  cwt. 


L. 

s. 

d. 

0 

3 

0 

0 

5 

7+ 

0 

6 

0 

0 

G 

5 

0 

5 

7| 

0 

6 

5 

0 

6 

5 

Powder  loaf,  and  double  loaf,  the  cwt, 


X. 

». 

tf. 

0 

3 

,f> 

0 

5 

7i' 

0 

6 

Q 

0 

6 

5 

0 

5 

7 

0 

6 

5 

0 

6 

5 

Sugar-candy,  viz. 

Brown,  the  cwi*  ^ 

White,  the  cwt.  i 

Sugar,  refined,  of  any  other  sort,  thecwt. 

12.  Resolved,  lliat  there  be  charged  upon  the  import-t 
ation  of  iron  and  iron  wares  into  Great  Britain,  from  any 
place  beyond  the  seas  (except  Ireland),  the  additional  du,^ 
ties  of  customs  following,  viz. 
Iron,  viz.  . 

In  bars,  or  unwrougUt,  imported  in  cither  Zm    si  d^ 

a  Britislt  or  foreign  buiil  ship^  the  ton  con- 
taining 90  cwt.  -     .        -  .    -    ^    P    Q 

Slit,or  hammered  into  rods,  and  iron  drawn 

or  hammered  less  than  three^  quarters  of  an 
inch  square,  imported  in  eithcr.a  British        /  , 
^    or  foreign  bciilt  ship^  the  cwt.      *.       -^    0    3,,'0 

Hoops,  the  cwt.  •  *    .        i    0  .3    O 

*  '    *  Iron 
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Iron,  Tiz. 

Fig  iron,  and  old  broken  ^and  old  cast  i.  j.  cT* 

ifon,  tlie  ton  oontaiutoff  90  cwt.      -  '    -*    8    0    O 
-*—  C^t,  for everv  KiO/.  ofthc  value     -      -  25    0    0 

13.  Resolved,  Tnat  towards  raisin/*  the  supply  panted 
to  his  Majesty,  there  be  charged  the  several  duties  ot  excise 
following,  on  caat  iron,  ms^e  in  Great  JBritaln ;  and  oA 
itoii  and  iron  wares  imported  into  Ireland,  viz/ 

Iron,  viz.  ^  .  m 

Cast  iron  made  in  Great  Btitatfi,  the  ton 

containing  !80»cwt.  -  -  '2   0    0 

•^— *^  Pig^  iron,  or  old  and  broken  cast  iron,  of 
the  produce  <»  mannfiictut^  of  Ireland, 
imported  directly  from  thence,  the  ton 
containing  SO  cwt.  af  countervailing  du- 
ly of  -  -  •  -    2    0    0 

—  Iron  wrought  ot  n»*d*  into  bt^rs,  wares,  or 

otherwise ;  and  iron  goods  or  wares-made 

or*  cast  in  Ireland  from  cast  iton  of  the 

'  produce  or  mannfiietare  of  Ireland,'  and  '  * 

.  imported  diieotly  Akmii  theneo^  tlie  ton 

containing  20  cwt.  a  countervailing  du- 

'  f  y  of  .  -  -  -SOD 

14.  Resolved,  That  there  &  allowed  on  the  exportation 
of  iron,  made  or  ca^t  in  Gr^t  Britain,  and  on  iron  ware^ 
land  goods  made  thereof,  thefoUowing  dcawtmcks,  viz. 
Iron,  viz.  r  \  .'     ^ 
1 — r  P%  Iron  made  "in  Great  Britain',,  on  the  ek- 

portalion  thci'epf,.  as  raercTiandize  to  Ire- 
'*     '  Und,  or  to  parU  beyond  the  seas,  the  ton 

containing  20  ctrt.  -  -  2    0    0 

— ~  Wro'ught  iron,  in  bars,  or  "walrus  of  any 
kind,  and  cast  iron  goods  or  wares,  made 
or  east  in  Gre&t  Britain  from  pig  or  cast 
iron  of  the  produce  and  manuracture  of 
Great  Britain  ;  on  the  exportation  thereof 
as  merchandize  to  Ireland,  or  to  parts  be- 
yond the  sca^,  the  ton  containing  20  cwt.    3    0    6 

15.  Kesolved,  That  anadditional  duty  of  thirty  pounds 
per  centum  be  charged  upon  all  tea  which  shall  be  sold  by 
the  united  company  of  merchants  of  England,  trading  to 
tbe  East  Indies^  undeir  two  shillings  and  six-pence  per 
pound  weiffht,  to  be  computed  upon  the  gross  prices  at 
which  such  tek  shall  be  sold. 

Vqi..  I.  1803-6.  4  C  16.  Resolved! 
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16.  Resolved,  That  a  drawback  of  thirty  pounds  per 
oenj^um '  be  allowed  \ipon  all  tta  told  by  tbe  fiaid  n'ohed 
company  under  two  Bhillings  and  sixpence  per  pound 
weigftit,  and  exported  to  any  place  where  a  drawback*  of  the 
duty  on  tea  is  no>*r  rdldwed  by  the  law.  '  ' 

17.  Rcsolyed,  That  there  be  charged  ujwn  every  pouoci 
Mtpight  of  tobacco  imported  iptp  Great  Britain,  not  being 
the  pr^jducc  or  mannfacture  of  Ireland,  an  additional  dutj 
of  sixpence. 

18.  Resolved,  That  <hct«  be  charged  upon  every  jKmnd 
treigbt  of  snuff  imporiodJnto  Great  Britain  by  the  united 
company  of  merchants  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  an  addic- 
tion^ duty  of  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 

19.  licsolved,  Th«>t  there  be  charged  upon  every  ponnd 
weight  of  snuff  imiiorted  i'nto^  Great  Britain  from  any  Bri- 
fisli  plantation  in*  America,  or  from  the  Sptini^h  West 
Indies,  an  additional  duty  of  nin^l^erice. 

20.  Resolved,  That^here  be  chari;^,  uponevery  pound 
weight  of  snuff  im^rted  into.  Great  Britain  from  any 
other  place,  not'beiHg  Itish  maaufact\)rcd  snuff,  imported 
directly  from  Irelaml,  an  additional  duty  of  .ten^penc^e 
halfpenny..  .  ,'     . 

''  St.  Resolved,  Tkat  there  be  charged  upon  every  pound 
wcjglit  of  manufiicturcd  tobacco,  of,  the  growth  <<»r  wo- 
cluce  of  Ireland,  imported  into  Great  Britain,  ah  aadl- 
tioiial  countervailing  duty  of  sixpence! 

5fc?.  Rrsotvcd,  That  there  be  charged  upon  eveiry  pduiid 
wight  of  Irish  manufactured  sKori-c^t  tobacco,: of  to- 
bacco manufactured*  into  what  is  commonly  called  or 
known  by  the  name  of  Spanish,  iVhportcd  intoGr^at  Bri- 
tain, au  acfdilional  countervailing  duty  of  nine- i)ence. 

93.  Roolved^  That  there  be  cJiargea  upon  every  pound 
weight  of  Irish  manufactured  shag  tobacco  imp6rfed  iiito 
Great  Britain,  an  additional  countervailing  dutV  .of  eight- 
pence. 

24.  Resolved,  That  there  be  charged^  upon  eveVy  pound 
weight  of  Frish  manufactured  roll  tobacco,  imported  into' 
Great  Britain,  tin  additional  countervailing  duty  of  nine«i 
pence. 

25.  Resolved,  That  tteit  lye  charged  upon  every  pioiind 
weight  of  Irish  manu&ctured  cartot  tobacco  imported  i^tb 
Great  Britain,  an  additional  countervailing  duty  of  e^ht* 
pence,, 

'  26.  Resolved,  That  there  be  chatccd  upoto  cvkry  pound 
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vreighi  of  every  sort'  of  Irish  .maoufaclarcd  tobacco  not 
beJEwe  eaumeRted  or  described,  impbiitQd  into  Great  Bri- 
tain, an  additional  countcryailing  duty  of  ninc-pcncc^  .  i 
\  27.  lipsolvcd,  Tbal  there  be  charged  upon  every  pound 
iveight  of  Irish  manufactured  rappee  &nuif  importcti  iutu 
•Great  Britain,  an  additional,  countervailing  duty  of  seven* 
pcncc-halfpenny. 

28.  Resolved"  that  there  be  charged  u|)on  every  pound 
'weight'of  Irish  raanufnctnred  Scotch  Bvuff  imported  ink> 
Great  firkuin,  an  additional  countervailing  duty  of  tejj^- 
.peooe-halfpenny. 

29.  Resolved,  That  there.be  charged  upon  every  pound 
"wdght  of  Irish  manu&etured  brown  Scotch  snuff,  im- 
ported, ioto  Great  Britain,  an  additional  .countervailiiig 
Juty  of  seven-pence  farthing. 

SO.  Resolved,  that  there  be  charged  upon  every  pound 
.weight x>flrisli  manufactured  .tobncco-^talkflour^  iin^Hirted 
*into  Gceat  Britain,  ah  additional  countefiiailiiig  duty  of 
^unc-peace  tliree  £lrthii|gg. 

r  31.  Aesolm},  That  there  be  charged  ^;)bii  every  poiwul 
.ireighi.of'  every  sort  of  Irish  manu&ctured  snuff,  or  snu/F 
;wock,  not  before  enumerated  or  described,  imported  into 
.Great  Britnim  an  additional  countervailing  duty  of » ten* 
'pence-halfpenny. 

;    32.  liesolvc^,  That  the  said  additional  duties  be  paid  bF 
.the  importers  or  proprietors  of  alLtobaoco  and  snuff  wMpa 
shall  have  been  imported,  and  tor  nrhich  all  the  dut^ 
chargeable  on  tobacqp  and  snuff  respectivdy,  shall  ni^t 
^have.ljeenpaid  on  or  before  tlieSDth  day,of  A&rcb,.  180(i, 
or  Mvbicbfhall  be  imported^  and  nvbich,  ^h^thcr  the  same 
i-haU  have  been  or  shall  be  imported,  shall  not  be  duly 
<exiK>stcd    to   parti)    beyond  the  seas  directly  from  the 
\i  arebouses  in  which  the  same  shall  have  been  lodged. 
:    33.  Resolved,   That  an  additicMial  drawback  of  six* 
.-pence  fl^eidlo wed  upou- every  pound  freight  of  short-cat 
tobncco  manufactured  at  any  of  the  ports  of  Great  Bii- 
fain,  into  which  tobacco -may  be  lawfully  imported,  or 
within  two  miles  Iheroof,  from  tobacco  for  which  the  duties 
imposed  in  r<?spoct  thereof  shall  h«ve' been*  paid,  and  ex- 
ported as  merclui^di^  by.  th^  manufacturer,  thereof  from 
-ijuch.portp  |o  forei<riv parts.  *  ; ,  .  -, 

'3i.  Resolved,  That  «an  additional  drawback  of  five- 
pcncc-li»rthing  be  allowed  udou  every  pound  ^weight  of 
M|bag'<(jf)accuj  so  mamifactwred  and  exported.    ' " 

4  C  2  35.  Resolved, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


£52  THE  PAALlAKfiNTAftT  JtBGISTEE.      [LOSOt, 

.  55.  Rcedlted,  Thai  an  additkmid  dmwbtck  of  six, 
pence  be  allovred  upon  every  pound  ifeight  of  loU  4ohaocx> 
so  manufactured  and  ex|H>it^.  . 

36*  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinioa  of  this  commitle^, 
than  an  additional  drawback  of  five-pence-&ilhing  be  al- 
lowed uppii  every  pound  weight  of  carrot  tobacco,  so  ma- 
nufactured and  exported. 

37.  Resolved,  That  there  he  cha^>ifed  for  and  upon 
every  skin  or  piece  of  vellum  or  pardiment,  orshcot  or 
piece  of  paper,  upon  which  shall  be  ingrossed,  wriilon,  or 
printed,  an^  licence  for  any  person  exercising  the  buscaesB 
of  an  appraiser,  a  siiamp-duty  of  six  shillings. 

38.  Resolved 9  Thai  there  be  chazged  for  and  Up<m  every 
skin  or  piece  of  yelium  or  parchment,  or  sheet  or  pieoe  of 
paper,  upon  which  shall  be  ingrossed,  written,  or  printed, 
any  valuation  or  appraisement^  or  amount  of  any  valu- 
ation or  appraisement,  of  any  estate  or  property,  seal  or 

•personal,  or  any  interest  in  possession  or  reversion  in  any 
estate  or  properhr  real  or  personal,  or  of  anv  goods,  voer^ 

'  chandize,  or  ewcts,  of  whiiteirer  kind  or  demription  the 
same  may  be,  where  the  amount  of  such  valuation  or  ap- 
praisement shall  not  exceed  50/.  a  stamp  duty  of  &t  6rf. ; 

*aad  where  die  saiaa  shall  exceed  50/.  and  not  exceed  100/. 
a  stamp-duty  of  df.  bd. ;  and  where  the  sanse  shall  <sxoeed 
JOO/.  and  not  exceed  dOO/.  a  stamp-duty  of  ten  shillings  s 

>  and  ^h«re  the  same  shall  exceed  SOO/.  and  not  exceed  SSOl. 

•  a  stamp  duty  of  fifteen  shillings ;    and  where  the  sajdae 

•  shall  exceed  500/.  a  stamp-doty  of  twenty  ahilliags. 

f  39.  Rraolved,  That  the  several  and  respective  duties 
grauled  bv  two  acts  made  in  the  4Sd  and  44th  year  of  hh 

£  resent  ftlajcsty's  reign,  on  wines  imported  into  Gieat 
iritain,  until  twelve  months  after  the  ratification  of  a 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  and  which,  by  an  act  made  in 
the  last  session  of  Parliament,  wers  made  perpetual,  shall 
be  carried  to,  and  made  part  of,  the  consolidated  fond  of 
'  Great  Britain. 


HOUSE  OFLORDS. 

TUBSDAT,   APaiL   1. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  trade  regulation  bill  passed 
through  a  comxpittee.  and  was  reported. 
The  exjnring  laws  oill  was  r^ad  a  third  time,  and  passed* 
41  JuairmcM 
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. .  ioAfftmoA  ivte  ffiteit  on  tbe  motion  of  Lord  Eldon  tn  the 
.earn  Iveduij^  v«  tue  East  India  Compai);y^,  rcferting  back 
several  of  the  points  to  the  court  of  dianocry. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  £r|)pea1,  the  Countest 
Dowager  of  Lincoln  'and  others,  t.  Ihe  Duke  of  NewcMlo 
«nd- others,  was,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  £ldo&,  deferred 
till  Monday  the  Hth  inst. 

Lord  Auckland  moved  for  acconritK  of  the  value  of  Im- 
tm?ts  and  exports  to  and  from  Great  Britnin,  on  an  animal 
average  of  five  yearSj  ending  1783,  «nd  five  years,  ending 
i805  ;  and  for  several  other  accounts  of  llife  Value  of  JBri- 
<ish  manafticlures  exported,  shipping,  tonnage,  &c. 
^wiMch  Mere  all  ordered. 

Mr-  Hawthorne,  ami  several  other  members  of  ihe 
'Hoise  of  Commons^  brought  up  the  Irish  militia  service 
bill,  and  two  private  bills,  which  wer<^  severally  read  a 
'ifsttiaie.    Adjourned.    , 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TUESDAY,   AFBII*    1.  - 

New  writs  ,were  ordered  to  be  issued  for  Honilon  iaJtfae 
TQQmof  Sir  John  Honey  wood,  deceased  ;  for  PeterbonMigb^ 
in^theroom  <^  William  Eliot,  Esq.  who,  siiioehismo 
•iion',  has  accepted  of  the  office  of  chief  secretary  fat  lie- 
land  ;  for  the  county  of  Sligo,  in  the  room  of  Gfaades 
O'H^MTa,  Esq.  who,  since  his  election,  has  accepted  of  the 
oiBceof  one  of  tJie  oommissioners  for  managing  the  affair« 
of  ihe  Ueaaeiy  uit  Iidand  ;  and  for  Queen's  county,  in 
Ireland,  ih  the  room  of  Henry  ParncU,  Esq.  who,  since 
his  election,  has.  also  accepted  of  the  office  of  one  of  the 
cpmmissioaers  of  the  tresuury  in  Ireland. 

A  petition  im$  presented  from  Earl  Spencer,  and  the 
^her  proprietors  of  Battersea-rbridgc,  against  the  bill  for 
making  and  maintaining  a  bridge  across  the  Thames  from 
y  anxhall  turnpike.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  the  unfortunate  debtors  in 
the  jail  of  Newgate,  stating,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
number  of  persons  imprisoned  there,  upwards  of  1000  fa- 
milies were  thrown  destitute,  and  praying  relief.  Ordered 
¥o  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Irish  treasury  bill,  and  the  British  fishery  bill,  were 
'md  a  third  Itime  and  passed. 

Mr. 
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3f  r.  Ccjlcraft  brought  .up  an  account  pf  the  unappropiv 
■ted  bali^nccH  in  tlie  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  oranaaoe 
on  the  5th  Januar/  lost* 

PROPEIITY   TA2|[. 

The  new  property  tax  bill  yma  brought  in  by  Mr.  Van- 
sittart,  and  read  a  hrst  time. 
,  Op  l!ie  motion  for  the  second  reading  ef  the  billi 

S^r  Ji,  Burton  stated,  that  if,  as  the  noble  lord  who  pro- 
posed the  tax  had  statecl,  no  exemptions  were  to  be  made, 
the  bill,  as  proposed,  must  fall  ^itb  peculiar  hardship  on 
the  landed  interest ;  for,  with  repairjj,"&c,  tl>e  burthen  on 
them  could  not  be  less  than  twelve  or  fourteen  per  cent. 
lie  hopod  the  noble  lord  would  attend  to  this;circumstaace. 
If  not,  he  must  Qall  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  ia  the 
committet*. 

Mr.  Vamlltart  agrewl  that  the  committee  would  be  Uv 
best  place  for  discussing  the  objection  of  tlie  honourable 
baronet.  From  the  best  consideration,  however^  "which  he 
bad  been  able  to  give  the  subject,  be  tfus  pf  opinion  that 
the  exemption  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  baronet  ought 
iKoi  to  be  granted.  •  He  intimated  that  he  should  move  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  the  next  day,  that  it  do  go 
through  a  committee  and  be  printed,  that  it  may  recei^'e  a 
<3reful.and^ attentive  consideration  during  the  recess,  at  a 
period  when  a  particular  set  of  gentlemen  might  have  re» 
tamed  to  discharge  their  duty  in  parliament. 
•  *  Mi\  Alderman  Prinsep  thought  tliis  not  the  proper 
stages  for  delivering  an  opinion  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Basfard-^teed  vrilh  Sir  U.  BciKt»b,  and  cautioned 
lliuXloiise,  while  they  limited  theopemtioa  of  the  act  to 
ten  .per  cent,  agaiast  sanctioning  a  fuinciple  by  vrhich 
more  than  that  amount  might  fall  on  any  particular  class. 
-  3Ir.  Shmv  JLr/Vrrfi  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Vansittart)  for  the  attention  paid  by  him  to  the  coiv* 
venicDceof  a  certain  class  of  the  members  of  that  House, 
and  suggested  Monday,  the  2 1st.  of.  April,  as  the  mat 
couv<:hi'ent  day  after  the  rectus  for  taking  up  the  consider- 
atiim  of  the  bill. 

The  bUl  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the 
Heart  day. 

INDIA    AFFAIRS..    " 

AT?'.  iToi^ouse  moved  to  postj^  one  the  order  of  the  3iw 

for 
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for  taking  into  farther  consideration  the  report  of  tJie  cojna^ 
mitlee  to  whom  the  petition  of  the  private  creditors  of  iW 
late  Nabobs  of  the  Carnatic  was  referred.;  andaioved  ikwt 
the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Monday  se^ni^itl 

Mr.  Francis  wished  to  kifow  if  the  report  would  he 
printed  in  time  for  the  previous  consideration  of  membcKy 
tefore  they  wie  called  on  to  discuss  a  object  of  Mich  ism 
portance.  ^ ,   ♦ 

,  3Ir^  flobhouse  answered  that  it  was  now  printing,  fuid 
he  bad  ev<;rry  reason  to  think  it  would  be  finish^  4uq4 
enough  to  be  in  the  hand^f  of  every  member  during  tb^  v^ 
cess.  If  not,  however,  he  should^'  hat'c  no  lAj^imfx^ 
hereafter,  to  \\ny  reasonable  delay.     ..  i^u 

Mr.  imncis  said  the  subject  wa^.onc  of  the  vtmoetiTQ^ 

Iiortance,  which  involved  a  question  of  some  milUona^  .«a 
ess  than  six,  wjiiph  certain  genUe?tion5  who  called  €bei^ 
selves  the  creditors  of  theilate  Nabobs  of  Arcot,  «aid  weve 
clue  io  ilicm  by  those  princes  ;  if  this  now  was  to  )je  pnUU 
it  must  come  out  of  the  coffers  of  the  East  India  Com« 
pany  ;  and  in  theif  present  most  embarrassed  and  distressed 
tttuatiDn,'  he  felt  it  of  high  importance  to  considef  hovTur 
it  was  prudent  tb  throw  such  a  dtim  upon  themi  .  ..  ! 
Mr.  UohhoUse  said,  Uiat  tite  question  before  iKe  House 
regarded  only  a  short  postponement,  and  would  not  all^w 
him  to  go  into,  the  merits  of  the  measure.  On  IVIondaj 
«Q*|inight  he  should  move  for  leave  td  bring  in  a  bill,  t^o4 
WQuld  fully  explain  the  grounds  ttpoa  ,which  it  was  fi)ttad« 
Q^. .  At.  present,  he  should  abstain  from  all  argument,  as 
not  being  the  proper  time  for  discussion. 

:         '        •         '    LAMBETH    IXCLOSURE   BILL. 

.  Sir  John  Frederick  having  movpd  the  second  reading  of 
the  Lanil)eth  inclosure  bill, 

Lord  W.  Russell  said  he  had  no  oijjection  to  the  billl)e« 
ing  read  a  second  time,  that  circumstance  being  understood 
io  be  mthout  prejudice  to  thcT  opposition  made  tp  the  bill 
by  the  persons  for  whom  lie  presented  the  petition,  or  t« 
their  risht  tx>  be  still  heard  by  their  counsel  against  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  On  this  understanding  the  bill  was 
lead  a  second  time* 

DUBLIN    PAVING    nOAni>. 

Mr.  Yorkc  moved,  agreeably  tq  his  notice,  for  the  pro- 
duction of  copies  and  extracts  from  such  correspondence 
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AS  had  pused  betwaoQ  the  late  {j^vemmcnt  of  Ireland,  aiut 
his  Majesty^s  sccretafy  of  state,  rcipecting  the  Dublin 
paving  hnixA.    • 

Lord  de  Btaqmere  elcpressed  his  extreme  dlssatisfactioit 
at  the  harsh  manner  in  which  thb  feelinr^  of  the  gentlcmea 
composing  thatboard  had  been  woundco,  and  their  condact 
misrcprsBonted  and  traduced  ;  and  he  wished  nothing  sa 
earnestly  as  an  enquiry  into  their  conduct. 

Mr.  Yorke  answered,  it  was  not  his  object  to  wound 
feelings,  mor  to  cast  aspersions*  The  reports  of  the  Irtsk 
commissioners  of  enquiry  were  already  mid  on  the  table^ 
and  weice  nem  printing.  They  would  speedily  be  intho 
hands  of  gentbmen^  who  would  be  abk  to  form  therefroni 
their  own  opinions.  When  thry  should  be  printed,  it  was 
hm  indention  to  nove'for  an  enquiry  upon  tlie  subject,  and 
hia  object  in  movinj;  for  those  extracts  of  correspondence, 
was  to  prove  tlmt  the  late  liord  Lieutenant  of  Irdand  Had 
Mt  aded  ptecipitelcly  in  this  affinir^ 

EARL  OF  St.  Vincent; 

IVfir* ,  Jerris  rose  to  moye,  that  some  papers  which  w<M 
laid  on  tlio  table  recently,  pursuant  to  the  motion  of  an 
honourable  friend  of  his,  not  now  in  his  place,  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  be  printed. 

Mr.  J^ry  (of  Poole)  rose  with  much  warmth,  and 
exfkressod  his  apprehension  that  the  motion  was  no  other 
thaca  An  endeavour,  on  the  part  of  the  noble  eaiFs  friend, 
to  postpone  and  proerastinate  tho  investigation  which  be 
had  plraged  hbnself  to  bring  forward  upon  the  cond|K^t  of 
that  noble  lord,  and,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  enquiry. 
Already  papers  to  the  number  of  ^ixty  bad  been  mpyed 
for  by  Mr.  Markham,  and  were  ordepHl  to  be  printed.: 
they  would  form  a  large  yolumc ;  now  it  was  desired  to 
priut  more ;  thus  dchiy  after  delay  "^-va  interposed,  with 
A  pnrpose  too  obvious  Xx3  be  misunderstood;  namely, 
the  otnect  to  procrastinaite  still  further,,  and,  if  possible, 
preclude  the  enquiry,  as  was  evinced  by  thq  successful  mo* 
tions  f6r  papers  already  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Mark<« 
ham. 

The  Speaker  here  interposed,  and  called  the  hononrabte 
member  to  order,  for  doing  that  which  wascontmi^  to  the 
rule  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  that  was,  callmg  ao^ 
member  oy  his  name,  or  alluding  to  him  by  name  in  hia 
absence*  ' 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Jerch  iitfcrl v  disctoh^ied  Ac  p0rp1)9C8  mputcd 4o 
his  motion  by  tlie  nonoumWe- gehlleihttn  ?  and/cteelared 
that  there  was  uothing  the  noble  lord  so  earnestly  dniivdaflr 
tht  most  minute  invcsligatidii'of  hfg  eondtfct- 
-  Mr.  Jeffvry  rejoined,  that  he  hiid  criminal -charge  to 
brino;  forward  against  that  noble  lard,  ^ivich  he^was  prc»- 
jjared  \o  substarifiate,  and  which  h^  Wife  d^stermtnedto'do 
immediately  after  the  rectus ;  ahd  thbtfgh  he  was  unwilliiig 
"to 'preclude  the  noble  lord,  oranyman^  from  every  docu- 
ment really  necessary  tohisilefence^  yet  seeing^  the  object 
of  his  friends, , in  those  successive  motions  for  j»persy  ta 
'reate  delay,  hd  was  defermineil  \o  takfe  tiie  wiweo^  Ib^ 
Htousc  upon  every  motion  of  thit-feind  that  sboiildbe  iatdjv 
poifd  hereafter.'       '  >     » .     .  .  .      .  ,    i  . 

Mr.  Foster  moved  for  ti  long  series  tof  qpepers  respecting' 
the  produce  of  the 'Irish  revenues  fof  the*  last  tw4>yelnrs> 
which  were  ordered. 

The  resolution  of  the  ebmmittee  iii-xmhte*  Majesty's 
message,  respecting  the  provision  of  an  annuity  (oi^  Sir  J. 
T..Duckworth5  granting  to  the  said  admiral  one  thousand 
pouH^ls'a  year  f6r  life, -was  ri*ad,  and  agreed?  tow^.  9an. 
and  leave  given  to  brin^  in  a  bill  pursuant  thereto.  -  ^    ^  - 

INMA   PAPERS,  .i.    .'    jT 

•  Mr.  Golding  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  tbcgto'- 
vcrnor  and  council  at  Betigal,  dated  2Sth  March^  ISOo,  to 
the  court  of  directors  of  the  India  Company,  in  relation  tf> 
the  friendly  condncit  of  the  Nabob  of  Oiide  towaidft  the 
British  troops  engaged  in  the  Marhatta  war,  which'  ^ra» 
order^fl.  '      , 

Lord  Henry  Petty  rose  to  Mprtu*  his  hope*  that  an  ho*. 
nohrable  gent lemanr  opposite  to  bhn  (Mr.  Huddlcston)  wlio 
liad  given  notice  of  a  motion  for  that  day,  respecting  the 
prodtfction  of  India  papers,  would  have  no  bbjcetion  to 
defer  that  motion  to  anotlier  day,  as  a  right  htmourable 
friend  of  his,  rt6^  now  in  the  House,  (Mr.  Fox)  was  pre- 
cluded by  indisposition  ft^m  attending  in  his  place,  and 
who'-ivhs  certainly  dcsinius  of  being  present  at  any  disous- 
&ion  which  might  tate  place  upon  this  subject. 
;  Jtfr.Huddleston  answered, that  from  the  polite  and  modest 
manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  had  Miapi^d  his  request,  as 
w'ell  ast\n  earnest  desire  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man in  attnsioa  ^hdaMbc  present  when  henuide  his  motion, 
because,  from  the  known  opinicns  on  that  subject  always 
TuL.  I.  1805-6.  4-D  .        avowed 
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avowed  by  that  ri^t  boRoarablegeiitleman,  he  rdted  upon 
bis  support  to  his  motion,  he  should  have  no  objection  ta 
postpone  it  till  Thursday. 

Mr.  Thornton  also  agreed  to  postpone  his  motion  for 
India  papers  to  the  same  day.  And  Mr.  Paul!  postponed 
his  motion  sine  die. 

Mr.  Vaosittart  presented,  pursuant  io  order,  the  pro- 
clamatiott  of  bif  Majesty  in  council,  relative  to  the  restric- 
tions on  the  slave'^trade  in  the  West  Indies,  from  the  sup- 
ply of  rival  colonies  by  British  subjects  with  African  slaves* 
Ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table. 

-  The  attomey^general  then  presented  his  bill  on  tbe  sub- 
ject, which  he  had  withdraw^  the  preceding  ni^t  pra 
forma.  It  was  read  a  first  time,  ordered*  to  be  printed^  and 
ordered  for  the  second  reading  the  next  day. 

On  tke  motion  of  Mr.  V aiisittart  the  lo^n  bill  was  read  a 
second  time. 

' '  On-  ihS  motion  ofSir  John  Newport  there  was  ordered  ta 
be  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  all  moneys  received 
by  tbejUperintending  magistrate  of  Dublin,  fox  whatever 
aixpunt)  distinguishing  each  sum,  and  on  what  account 
reoeivedi 

On  the  motion  of  the  same  lionoumble  member,  com- 
mittees were  appointed  for  the  next  day  on  the  notes  and 
bills  of  the  bank  of  Ireland ;  and  on  thaduty  of  three  shiU 
linpf  on  dwelling-honsesin  Ireland. 

Mr.  Yansittart  brought  up  the  tea«duty  bill,  and  tha 
tobacco'-duty  bill,  which  were  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  of  M  r.  Vansittart,  there  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  anacconnt  of  the  nomber  of  persons 
assessed  for  the  income  doty  in  1801,  and  propcrty^lax 
in  1809.-  Also  of  the  gross  a&^essraent  under  the  pro-^ 
perty-tax  in  tbe  year  180^,  distinguishing  eaoh  county^ 
ice.  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  made  up. 

Mr.  Huskisson  moved*  for  certain  papers,  not,  he  said,  to 
provoke  a  renewal  of  the  discussion  which  had  already 
taken  place*,  but  wi(h  a  view  to  get  quit > of  it.  Hcac* 
cordingly  moved  for  a  comparative  account  of  demands 
outstanding  in  1805  and  1806,  exclusiveoftho^e  for  naval 
services;  for  an  account  shewing  how  the  1|  million 're- 
maining unemployed  on  the  5th  Jamiary,  1806,  had  been, 
employed ;  and  for  an  account  of  the  disposition  of  3^ 

miUioi25  granted  lust  year  lor  subsidies ;  and  whether  any, 
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and  vrhfd  proportion  af  them  had  been  applied  for  nary 
leryiccfl  in  flie  year  1606. 

Lord  Henry  Petty  moved  that  tlie  Honse,  on  its  rising 
on  Thursday,  do  adjourn  till  Monday  se'nnight.  Ordered. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  ordnance 
treasurer's  bill,  when  after  a  conversation  between  Lord  H^ 
Petty  and  Mr.  Calcratt  on  the  one  side,  £^nd  Mr.  Hnskissoii 
and  Mr.  S.  Bourne  on  the  other,  principally  on  the  point 
whether  the  idea  of  reform  in  this  department  had  occurred 
to  the  late  board  previous  to,  or  in  consequence^ofj  the 
tenth  report  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  inquiry,  the 
bill  was  gone  through,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  the  next  day.    Adjourned,  '   • 

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

WEDNESDAY,    APRIL  2.   • 

Lord  Walsingham  moved  for  an  address  to  his  Majtoty 
to  request  a  copy  of  the  second  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  revise  and  digest  the  civil  affairs  of  the. 
navy*    Ordered. 

Ibe  Irish  militia  service  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and 
committed  for  Monday  the  14th  instant. 

The  jro^al  assent  was  given  by  commission  to  the  expir-^ 
ing  laws  bill  and  tJiree  private  bills. 

fhe  commissioners  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
WaUiiigham,  and  Lord  Auckland. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  trade  regulation  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  and  a  message  sent  to  the  Houae  of 
Commons  to  acquaint  them  therewith. . 

A  {Ktition  was  presented  from  Lord  Viscount  Hawarden, 
claiming  the  right  of  voting  at  the  election  for  representa- 
tive pecns  of  Ireland,  which  was  referred  to  the  committer 
of  privileges. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  tlie  14th  instant. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDKE8DAT,   APRIL  2. 

Mr.  Wmdham  rose,  to  postpone  till  the  next  day,  the 
ipotion  of  which  he  had  given  notice  fbr  this  day,  with 
regard  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  This  delay  was,  he 
-fiaid,  as  much  a  matter  of  surprize,  and  as  unexpected  to 
him,  as  no  doubt  it  would  be  to  the  House.  Bitt  the 
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cause  arose  from  the  indisposition  of  his  right  honourable 
iVlend,  which  rendered  him  unable  to  attend  (Mr.  Fox)^ 
He  has  been  ill,  said  Mr.  Windham,  for  the  last  two  days, 
but  he  is  much  belter  to-day.  I  have  lieen  just  with  him, 
and  he  thinks  that  he  will  be  able  to  attend  (o-monrow;  I 
trust  he  >vill,  for  I  should  be  naturally  unwilling  to  bring 
forward  the  subject  in  his  absence. 

Sir  J.  Duckworth's  annuity  bill  was  brought  in,  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordeArd  to  be  read  a  second  tiipe  the  next 
daf. 

Dr.  Duigcnan  brought  up  the  report  of  (he  Irish  first 
fmits  hill,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  he 
read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Th^deputy  gentleman  usher  of  the  black  rod  summoned 
the  attendance  of  the  Honse  in  the  House  of  Teers,  to  hear 
the  royal  commission  read.  The  House  proc^cded  accord* 
ingly,  and  on  its^  return  (he  Sj^^enker  stated  that  the  royal 
assent  had  been  giveh  by  commission  to  the  N'ewfoundland 
judicature  bill,  and  several  private  bills. 

A  mess?ige  from  the  Lords  announced  their  lordships'  as- 
sent to  the  Cnpe  of  Good  Hope  trade  regulation  bill. 

A  pet'^on  from  the  excise  presented  an  account  of  the 
outstanding  duties  on  the  5th  January,  1805 ;  and  also  on 
the  5th  January,  1S()6.     Ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  proj^rt v-ttax  l^ill 
was  read  a  seuond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  the 
next  day,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  slating  that  the 
committal  the  next  day  would  be  only  pro  formaj  alid  that 
it  was  intended  to  have  tlie  bill  recommitted  on  the  Sist 
instant. 

The  tea-duty  bill,  and  the  tobaceo-duty  bill,  were  read 
H  second  time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  House,  in  committee,  went  tlirough  the  twenty  mil- 
lion loan  bill,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  op 
the  next  day. 

JLRELAND. 

On  the  motion*of  Sir  John  Newport,  the  House  resolyed 
into  committee  on  the  ad  r<Mivc  to  a  duty  on  dwelling- 
hDuses  in  Irdand.  The  right  honourable  baronet  mentionra 
that  his  object  was  to  n^movc  a  certain  incumbrance  to 
whicb  tho^e  houses  in  Ireland  were  subject,  which  were  on 
.another  occasion  relieved  from  the  operatioi/'of  the  tieartli- 
ppney  tix^  and  tp  which  he  was  sufe  it  xmei  pould  have 
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hc%^i}  Ihe  iutcniion  of  the  bgUlatare  to  attach  tbn  impost  he 
Lad  it  iii  contemplation  to  du  away.  The  right  houourablQ 
gentleman  moved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  the  tax  of  three  shillio^s  per  aimum,  imposed  upoa 
(certain  dwelling-houses  in  Ireland,  do  cease  and  determine. 

Mr.  J.  FitzgcraUl  thought  the  arrangeuient  to  winch  this 
motion  rcterred  highly  honourable  to  the  humanity  an4 
justice  of  the  present  administration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  House  resumed,  an(|the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  next  day. 

The  House  resolved  into  a^  committee  upon  the  actis  rela« 
tivc  to  Irish  bank^no^es.  -      ' 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport  it  was  resolved,  that 
ihe  chairman  should  move  the  House  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Jiiillto  reviye  the  exemption  in  favour  of  Irish  national  bank^ 
iiotes,  which  was  enacted  by  the  act  of  the  43d  of  the 
Kini?,  and  repealed  by  the  act  of  the  44th, 

The  Irish  treasury  bills  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Upon  the  Rochdale  canal  bill  being  brought  down  from 
theLords  with  some  amendments,  the  Speaker  took  occa^ioa 
to  observe,  that  although  these  amendments  were  made  i^i 
a  money-bill,  yet  as  they  were  of  a  nature,  as  would  appear 
from  the  context,  merely  to  carry  into  efifept  the  object  of 
that  House,  they  could  not  be  considered  inconsistent  with 
its  privileges  to  admit.  Still  he  wished  a  special  entry  to 
be  made  of  the  circumstance,  l^st  it  should  be  drawn  into 
a  precedent. 

:  After  a  few  words  from  Sir  Wm.  Young,  Mr.  Baker, 
and  Mr.  Wilberforce,  the  Speaker^s  suggestion  was  com- 
^plied  with.  .    » 

Mr.  C  Wynne  presented  copias  of  the  correspondence 
between  Lord  Flardwicke  and  £arl  Spencer,  with  v^ard  to 
Jiord  Hardwicke's  suspension  of  the  paving  commission  of 
Publin.     Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

The  same  honourable  gentleman  presented,  pursuant  to 
order,  the  return  and  certificate  of  the  deputy  clerk  of  the 
crown  in  Ireland,  with  regard  to  the  last  election  for  the 
'fiity  of  Waterford.  This  certificate,  which  was  read  at  the 
table,  stated 'that  the  return  declaring  Sir  John  Newport  t^ 
Jiave  been  duly  elected,  ^as  dated  on  the  J4th  of  March, 
and  was  delivered  into  the  crown-oiBce  in  Dublin  on  the 
24ih  of  the  same  month,  on  which  night  it  was  transmiif 
ted  to* London.     \y  hen  the  certificjite  was  read, 
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Lord  Henry  Pctt  j,  in  the  absence  of  his  ri^ht  honour- 
able friend  (Mr.  Tox).  gave  notice  that  a  motion  \vould  be 
made  the  next  day  for  the  attendance  of  the  sherilFs  of 
Waterford  at  the  bar  of  that  House, 

On  tlie  motion  of  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Sir  John  Newport 
tras  added  to  the  committee  for  exiimining  the  joint  ac* 
counts  between  Great  Briluiii  and  Ireland. 

AMERICA. 

Mr.  Rose  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward 
the  next  day,  a  motion  of  the  utmost  consequence  with  re- 
gard jto  the  intercourse'  of  Arnqrica  witli  our  West  India 
€5olonies.  ThU  motion  he  was  urged  to  press,  in  conse^ 
quence  of  what  he  heard  was  going  forward  elsewhere, 
cotrtbincd  with  a  negotiation  orgreat  importance  which 
tvas  known  to  l)e  on  the  tapis.  The  idea  of  enabling  the 
governors  of  tho  West  India  islands  to  suspend  our  navi- 
gation laws  during  the  war,  struck  him  to  be  a  project  sq 
alarming,  that  he  felt  it  his  du'y  at  once  to  mo\T  for  the 
production  of  such  documents  as  he  knew  were  calculated 
to  shew,  not  only  the  inexpediency,  but  the  danger  of  sucJi 
a  proceeding.     Adjourned  • 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

THUnSDAY,    APRIL  S. 

The  ftftorney-jteneral  brought  up  the  bill  for  preventing 
the  importation  of  sl:ivcs  into  the  enemies'  colonics  in  the 
West  Indies  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
he  read  a  second  time  on  Wednesday  the  16th  instant. 

The  secretary  cat  war  presented  several  military  estimates, 
which,  he  said,  did  not  relate  to  the  military  arrangements 
lobe  brought  forward  that  night,  and  gave  notice  thaS 
on  Monday  se'miight,  he  would  move  their  being  token 
into  consideration  in  a,  committee  of  supply. 

Mr.  Vahsittatt  presented  the  second  report  of  the  com* 
inissioners  of  revision  of  (he  cixil  affairs  of  the  navy,  which 
yrtih  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up  a  bill  for  granting  certain 
duties  on  iron,  whidi  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
Inrrcad  ft  second  time  on  Monday  s(^*nnight. 

Mr.  Perceval  gave  notice,  that,  on  the  first  day  after  the 
recess,  he  would  bring  in  a  bill  for  improving  the  condition 
of  stipendiary  ruratics. 

Sir 


Digitized  by 


Google 


▲JPXIIi  S.]  MISCELLANEOUS.  575 

.  SirtJohn  Duckworth's  annuity  bill  was  read  a  second  ' 
time,  and  ordered  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  oa 
Monday  se'nni«j^ht. 

The  office  of  treasurer  of  the  ordnance  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  pro- 
perty-tax bill ;  the  report  was  received,  and  on.  tlie  motion 
of  ]V[r.  Vansittart,  it  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  fiirther 
consideration  on  Monday  fortnight.  The  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  comijiilte» 
of  supply ;  and  various  resolutions  relative  to  grants  to, 
charities  ii\  Ireland  were  agreed  to. 

The  report  on  (he  loan  bill  was  brought  np,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Rtondoy  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Hc'nvtliornc  brought  up  a  report  from  the  comnnttfe 
of  supply ;  ami  the  re^olutioll  that  three  millions  be  raifi«d 
by  excuequer  bills  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  11.  Thornton  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
House- a  letter  fn-  a  Sir  George  Barlow  to  Lord  Lake,  dated 
wOth  of  October,  180.5,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  Lord 
Lake  to  Marquis  Cornwallis  of  the  5th  Octol^er,  1805. 

Mr.  H.  Addington  could  not  see  any  objection  to  the 
production  of  tliese  papers ;  and  they  were  thercfoie  or- 
dered by  the  House. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  commltitee 
of  supply ;  an(l  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  thatlbe 
duty  of  three  shiHintjs  on  houses  ui  Ireland  do  cease  was^ 
att  the  desire  of  Mr.  Foster,  postponed  till  MoadajF 
ae'nnight. 

Mr.  Huddlestoii  postponed  his  motion  for  India  papen 
till  after  the  recess. 

Mr.  Rose  postponed  his  motion  for  papers  tending  to 
shew  the  impolicy  of  a  bill  in  another  House,  granting^ 
discretionarv  po\v(T  to  suspend  the  navigation  laws  i«  llM 
Westludiri. 

Lord  Tt*fnple  said,  that  the  responsibility  attached  to 
the  suspension  of  tliese  laws  would  not  rest  on  the  govern- 
ors: of  the  colonies,  but  ou  the  ministers. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  H.  Petty,  il  was  agreed,  that  th» 
lioivse  sUouli  at  its  rising  adjourn  to  Monday  be'nnight. 

MILITAUY    DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Windham  rose. — lie  did  not  pretend  to  kno^r  wh«l 
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gentlemen  expected  from  him ;  but  his  object  in  rising  wai 
nothing  more  Chan  the  application  of  the  views  entertained 
}^y  himself  and  others  upon  subjects  of  this  sort.     But  if  it 
were  supposed  by  any  persons,  that  the  moment  he  had 
taken  his  seat  in  office  he  was  to  come  forward  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proposing  and  ^ectuating  some  great  and  sudden 
ehange,  he  could  only  say  that  such  an  expectation  was 
founded  on  nothing  that  had  been  said  by  nim,  or  any- 
body witli  whom  he  was  connected,  either  before  his  accejs* 
sion  to  ofacc  or  since.     Tiie  observations  that  were  thrown 
Qut,  and  the  principles  laid  down,  did  not  apply  particu- 
larly to  any  emcrp:racy5  or  to  any  pafticular  state  of  affairs  i 
but  they  went  to  (he  great  and  important  object  df  a  generat 
and  permanent  plan.  Such  a  measure  required  not  so  muck 
perhaps  immediate  adoption,  as  it  did  careful  and  atten- 
tive consideration.     It  was  a  matter  of  the  highest  interest. 
He  certainly  had  not  thought,  nor  did  he  now  think, 
them  so  exceedingly  bad,  as  to  put  him  under  the  neces- 
sity of  being  violent,  of  falling  to.  work  immediately,  &o 
that  instantly  we  might  effect  a  great  cliange.     Changes 
for  the  better,  he  very  readily  admitted,  could  not  fxs 
begun  too  soon.    Therefore  if  he  wii>Iicd  io  improve  the 
atateof  our  military  force,  the  sooner  he  altcmpted  it  the 
better  ;  but  still  he  thought  that  a  little  sooner  or  later  was 
not  very  material.     It  was,  however,  a  subjert^which  the 
fituation  of  public  affairs  had  daily  contributed  to  render 
piore  im{)ortant,  and  while  we  were  liearipg  so  mucTi  of 
oar  prosperity^  he  could  not  avoid,  when  connected  with 
this  subject,  to  ask  of  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  present 
situation  of  Europe  and  the  world.     His  business  was  id 
repair  lliat  disorder,  and  to  remove  that  false  state  of 
things  which  had,  by  various  tneans,  crept  in,'  and  done 
so  mucii  mischief.     The  House  were  to  con.^ider  how  to 
put  the  military  establishment  of  the  country  upon  a  letter 
footing,  t^nd  how  to  provide  not  merely  against  temporary,  ^ 
})ut  against  permanent  dangers.     Tlic  great  mischief  had  . 
existed  in  the  false  view  that  had  so  long  been  taken 
of  a   most   important  subject: — ''Look  at  the   present 
danger  only,   get  rid  of  that,  and  let  futurity  ii^kc  \ti 
chance."     That  Mas  something  like  the  doctrine  thatliad 
been  held.     It  was  only  saying  in  other  words,  "  Use  Up 
the  means  of  the  country,  cut  up  all  its  rcsounes,  to  pro- 
vide for  an  existing  emergency,  and  c^ire  nothing  abou( 
l»hat  is  to  happen  in  future."    The  first  great  fliing  in  liis 
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.  mind  was  to  create,  or  perhaps,  more  properly  spcalcir4^, 
,to  provide  for  the  existence  and  maintenance  of  what  is 
called  an  array,  a  body  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
community,  governed  by  la\vs  of  its  own,  withdrawn  from, 
society  to  a  aTtain  degree — ^a  body  that  neither  toib  nor 
^pins,  tbat  professes  neither  trade  nor  profession  but  that 
of  war,  and  whose  great  object  is  to  defeat  ro  destroy  the 
enemies  of  the  country,  and  therefore  exempted  from  the 
other  public  duties  to  whtch  other  subjects  are  liable.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  country  had  not  such  an 
army  already  in  great  perfection  in  many  respects,  and  in 
consiclcrablc  numbers.  Though  the  inter6sts  of  this  army 
|iad  always  been  strongly  expressed  in  the  professions  of 
gentlemen  in  parliament,  yet  they  had  so  acted  as  eitbec 
to  make  their  declarations  appear  insincere,  or  else  to 
.shew  tliiit  they  had  no  just  and  clear  idea  of  the  nature  of 
the  subject.  For  nvsmy  years  past,  had  the  House  beca 
toiling  at  military  measures,  all  professedly  for  the  im« 
provcment  of  the  military  force,  and  the  result  of  their 
labours  tended  to  confirm  him  in  his  opinion.  It  might 
be  said,  that  the  array  did  not  want  such  assistance ;  but 
«tni  Parliament  profeied  to  afford  it.  We  had  gone  oa 
«o  loiio^  upon  the  old  plan,  if  it  were  one,  that  our  nead$ 
were  filled  with  levies  en  masse j  with  armed  citizens,  with 
armed  nations,  with  notiois  of  800,000  men  in  arms, 
till  we  almost  forgot  the  real  character  and  importance  of 
the  object %we  wished  to'  attain.  We  thought  only  o£ 
getting  a  greater  number  of  men  together  in  any  way,  witfc 
the  advantage  of  some  knowledge  of  military  tactics,  and 
then  we  thought  we  had  made  up  an  army.  We  reasoned 
upon  this  subject  very  much  like  children  who  get  hold  of 
a  dry  stick  and  poke  it  into  the  ground,  an&  then  boast 
tliey  have  planted  a  tree.  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
we  had  not  many  useful  4x)dies  of  men,  who  could  not^ 
however,  been  titled  to  be  considered  as .  part  of  aq  army* 
^Bodies  of  men  might  be  very  useful,  but  as  an  army  they 
must  have  a  momi  constitution,  differing  from  that  of  tlie 
rest  of  the  community,  in  order  to  produce  those  effects 
which  we  saw  armi^  produce  in  the  world,  as  well  as  a 
pliysical  constitution  or  a  proper  description.  It  was  not 
a  difficult  thing  to  prove  that  an  army  without  milit^r^ 
Jaw  was  a  solecism.  Its  verv  existence  depended  upon  i|. 
Whatever  objections  might  be  made  against  military  laws, 
ibey  were  absolutely  necessary  to  the  formation  of  an  army, 
Vol. I  1S06.180C.  '    4  E  .  TU 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ffTS  THE  PARLIAHEKTART   REgWeH.  [cOSC. 

The  most  fragrant  and  l^eautifiil  flowers  grew  from  a  dis- 
agreeable compost.  M ilitanr  law  uiis  absolutely  essential 
to  a  military  tbrcc.  He  dicl  not  attempt  in  what  hewas 
saying  to  make  any  new  discovery :  he  was  only  stating 
truths,  old  truths,  which  he  only  wished  were  more  gene- 
rally considered  ;  but  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  for  some  time 
past  there  seemed  to  have  been  a  sort  of  general  confederacy 
to  forget  theiri.  These  bodies  of  men  were,  in  all  polished 
times,  either  before  or  since  the  invention  of  gunpowder, 
those  who  turned  the  fivte  of  empires.  Men  did  not,  in  ge- 
neral, come  forward  in  great  masses  to  attack  others,  or  to 
defend  themselves.  Tliese  accumulations  were  very  rare. 
Look  at  the  two  most  memorable  actions  of  late  yearr; 
he  meant  the  battles  of  Marengo  and  Austerlitz.  Great  as 
these  battles  were,  and  numerous  as  were  the  armies,  and 
great  as  the  slaughter  must  have  been,  yet  how  slight 
were  these  compared  to  the  extent  of  the  consequences  cif 
those  cngagemelits !  An  action  was  lost,  and  an  empire  fell ! 
How  circumstanced  were  the  numbers  of  the  combatttiita, 

-  compared  With  those  millions 'who  huns:  upon  their  firte, 
and  fell  with  the  unsuccessful  hosts!  Let  us  then  talk 
with  some  caution  of  the  strength  of  nations  without  ar- 
mies. Stasses  had  seldom  or  ever  done  much.  Tbey 
might  be  very  valuable ;  but  tbey  were,  like  the  iron  in  ths 
Swedish  mines,  of  little  advantage  till  forged  and  ham* 
.  mered,  and  brought  into  some  useful  state  by  the  hand  of 
the  manufacturer.  We  had  seen  the  fiict.  When  w* 
heard  of  the  French  army  and  the  Austrian  army  ad- 
ftincing  to  meet  each  other,  we  thought  only  of  the  niovo-* 
ments  of  the  two  armies.  If  no  arm//  opposed  him,  w« 
did  not  think  of  any  thing  else  to  prevent  Buonapails 
from  going  to  Vienna.  We  did  suppose,  after  the  busi- 
ness with  General  Mack,  that  he  would  proceed  to  that 
capital. '  There  was  nothing  in  his  way.  But  were  them 
no  inhabitants,  ,4io  warlike  inhabitants,  wifli  stjrength  in 
their  limbs  or  coura^  in  their  hearts,  animated  by  loyalty 
to  their  own  sovereign  and  a  detestation  of  the  invader? 
But  he  proceeded  through  such  a  population,  as  through 
a  medium  almost  as  unresisting  as  the  air*    These  were 

i?uths  that  every  body  had  recognised.  That  this  countrjp- 
would  do  more  than  the  contTnetital  nations  hlid  donci 
under  such  circumstances,  from  its  public  spitit,  its  lova 

of  liberty,  and  its  indignant  feelings  towards  the  invader, 

was  a  sentiment  very  generally  entertained,  and  wkioh  he 
a  fondly 
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fondly  cherished  ;  but  be  would  not  rest  the  safety  of  the 
country  there.  If  ever  there  was  a  country  and  inhabit- 
ants formed  for  defence,  tlu^y  were  Switzerland  and  the 
Swiss«  The  country  and  the  people  were  peculiarly  calcu- 
Lited  to  resist  an  invasion.  Every  body  knicw  the  Swiss 
character,  men  of  powerful  athletic  strength  and  stature, 
proverbially  courageous,  a  nation  of  warriors,  peculiarly 
attached  to  their  country,  and  their  country  supposed  to 
be  almost  invincible.  Nothing  in  fact  was  safe  to  sup** 
pose  against  wliat  our  experience  of  the  world  taught  us. 
Gentlemen  indulged  the  most  sanguine  hopes  upon  un« 
safe  grounds,  and  then  they  turned  round  and  told  him, 
that  he,  forsooth,  was  a  person  of  imagination  and  of  fear : 
but  the  &ct  was,  that  he  was  not  so :  he  went  only  on  weU« 
established  grounds.  They  put  him  in  xxdi^d  of  the  man' 
in  the.  French  comedy:  they  were  talking  prose;  tfieu 
were  the  theorists  and  speculators,  and  nothe.  ,^  Weought 
to.  be  especially  careful,  from  every  consideration,  of  opt 
r^ular  army.  If  ever  a  French  army  should  land  in  these 
eountries,  there  were  no  less  than  100,000  men  of  our  na*. 
tional  militaty  force  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  their  consti 
tiition  as  a  military  body,  could  not  possibly  have  seeu  a' 
liattle  till  the  very  time  in  which  they  would  have  to  engage 
Ihc  enemy. 

.  .Having  mentioned  these  facts,  he  would  proceed  to  state 
tfiose  measures  by  which  he  thought  the  object  be  had  in 
view  would  be  best  provided  for  on  a  permanent  footings 
He  did  not  wish  to  exclude  the  view  of  the  present,  but 
neither  did  he  wish  to  forget  the  future.  He  would  not 
say,  as  the  fashion  seemed  U>  have  been,  *^  Get  out  of  your 
pres(mt  difficulties  by  ain'  measures,  exhaust  your  means^ 
cut  up  your  resources,  leave  it  to  your  successors  to  find 
out  some  mode  or  other  of  taking  c^re  of  futurity.**  Dis- 
carding that  kknd  of  policy,  and  looking  to  the  present  and 
to  futurity  too,  he  would  endeavour  tosUite  what  he  thought 
the  only  means  of  establishing  a  permanent  military  force 
in  this  coiintry,  such  as  this  country  ouglit  to  haVe*  It* 
was  very  for  from  him  jo  s^rraign  the  present  disoipline  of 
our  army,  and  he  wished  not  to  be  misurulerstood  on  thil^ 
|)oiat.  There  were  but  two  ways  in  which  we  could  raise 
n^en,  either  by  choice  or  by  force*  In  countries  ruled  by- 
arbitrary  governments,  which  allow  the  principle  of  force 
the  moans  are  unquestionably  the  most  direct,  certain,  and 
4  K  2  diicaciou9* 
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^fTirncions,  for  the  end  proposal*.  If  a  German  soverrifi:n 
Could  go  among  the  manufacturers  and' the  jM?asantnr,  and 
take  soldiers  as  he  wanted  fifem,  he  certainly  had  great 
fftcilitrcs  for  making  an  army;  but  vre  know  that  in  onr 
country  Ih  is  could  notbedbncf:  unhappily,  perhaps,  in 
the  view  of  (he  army,  but  happily  in  all  other  respects, 
this  could  not  be  admitted  among  us-  If  from  circum- 
stances we  Jooked  to  compulsion,  our  means  would  be 
found  to  be  complex,  complicated,  and  difficult  in  the 
extreme ;  we  must  attend  to  the  letter  as  well  as  spirit  of 
i)xe  law;  ,we  must  guard  rights  and  afford  redress;  wc 
should  fail  through  the  complication  ^of  Ithe  machinery  J 
we  shoutd  lose  all  the  power  in  the  picture.  Yet,  as  in 
other  countries,  s6  here  the  'supreme  power  must  mdde 
somewhere,  arid  therefore,  incases  of  necessity,  what  other 
ffovcrnmcnts  can  do,  can  also  be  done  in  this  country ;  but 
mere  is  a' great  difference  as  to  the  practicable  mode.  •  A  go- 
ycrpmcnl  purely  arbitrary  had  one  great  advantage,  and 
that  consisted  in  its  discretionary  power,  in  the  use  <tf 
which,  if  guided  by  ihe  comlnon  feelings  of  justice  and 
equity,  they  might  so  temper  the  opeertions  of  twwcf,  as 
tp  make  it  as  mild  as  the  nature  of  tne  case  woiild  admit. 
A  German  iprince  might  excu^  the  child  of  an  aged  pa- 
r^nt^  and  tak6  some  other,  whose  assistance  at  home  was 
l^  wanted,  ani  whose  absence  woiild  occasion  no  loss  nor 
distress.  '!Birt  here  we  must  go  by  written  laws  and  fttft- 
Ivites.  We  must  act  upon  thena  strictly.  .  We  were  the 
mill,  that,  as  the  story  ^oes,  will  grind  the  mlUer  with 
as  little  compunction  as  it  grinds  the  corn.  We  might 
crush  and  ruin  one,  and  leave  another,  to  take  w4iom 
would^  be  doing  him  no  injury.    Sonie  persons  were  dis- 

S osei  to  raise  a  cry  for  conipulsion:  *  "'No  half  measures ! 
ecessify  of  the  times  I  Safety  of  the  state  V^  But,  in  feet, 
we  4id  not  compel  men,  but  we  compelled  the  payment  of 
-anoney.  Compulsion wasonlyusedfigurativelyin  tliatsense, 
as  in  tne  militia  we  compellixl  one  ihan  to  pay,  that  another 
Hiau  might  serve.  ThepripcipWwashotagoodone.  Bycom- 
jUlling  payment,  we  raised  tjie  tuulatural  competition  and 
price  in  the  market,  and  our  compulsory  service  absolutely 
counteracted  our  voluntary  service.  If  we  avoided  the 
inconvenience  of  raising  by  bounty,  and  converted  it  into 
a  fine,  then  we  absolutely  converted  it  into  a  pure  tax. 
4s  to  tl|e  mode  of  laying  on  the^um,  if  we  laid  on  a  mil- 
lion. 
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lion,  it  might  not,  in  the  state  of  tiie  wealth  of  tbis^natipn, 
be  considered  a&  any  thing  ;  it  might  not  be  felt ;  but  i£ 
Vfc  divided  it  into  so  many  hhares,  and  made  it  into  sums  of 
not.  each^  we  should  make  it  operate  severely  on  tha 
0l)jects ;  we  should  crush  many  individuals ;  we  shouki 
4traw  blood  at  every  stroke.  All  our  late  scltemcs  fofi 
men  had  been  defective.  We  never  should  have  rccoursa 
tA  such  moans  if  it  were  possible  to  avoid  them,  and  ho 
Crusted  it  was  bo.  That  we  raised  many  at  present  by 
ehoiee  was  perfectly  true.  But  the  (irst  foundation  to  bi^ 
laid- for rdsiflg  an  army  without  having  recourse  io  com- 
pulsion, was  to  be  found  only  in  placing  the  army  of  thar 
country  npon  such  a  footing  as  that  a  great  part  of  tb^ 

Epulation  might  think  it  wortli  while  to  become  soldiers. 
[t  if  w<4  did  not  make  it  so,  we  must  go  to  the  other  mode, 
Mmely,  force;  but  this  was  a  state  not  likely  to  occur' 
without  the  act  of  the  government  itself.  There  alwayif 
must  be,  in  nttcnxpttng  to  raise  an  army  on. the  principles 
he  bad  sMedi;)  some  increase  of  advantage  and  credit  fidk| 
out  to.  the  population  who  wer€  to  fill  up  the  ranks.  Now 
the  means  iby  which  we  were  driven  to  the  ruinous  expe^- 
dients  that  hud  so  long  prevailed^  arose  from  our  leaving  th« 
military  Mir  destitute  of  ])roper  a^dvantages  and  rccomnaen*; 
dations,  VV«  had  been  driving  j* false  trade.  We  had 
been  takm^  SP^^  ^^  ^^^  market  not  worth  the  mom*y  wo' 
sskcd.  Thence  spnuig  cajoling  and  fraud^  and  artifice  and 
deception  of  every  Itind.  Tho  thiu^  offered  liad  not.  been 
wortn  the  acceptan^  of  the  man  whom  we  wisho^  to  engage* 
itith  us.  When  we  wondered  at  the  state  of  things^  our 
wonder  should  have  been  only  that  of  men  whose  good&> 
were  not  sold  because  tlicy  were  not  valuable.  Wc  com*: 
plain  that' we  get  into  the  array  the  cardcss  and  the  dis* 
tresseil,  and  thoughtless  nnd  criminal,  and  we  have  used  aU- 
that  is  called  the  arts  of  recruiting,  that  is  to  say,  of  in* 
veigling.  We  had  lately  increased  much  in  the  pradticc* 
df  enlisting  boys.  Was  it  that  they  were  more  numeroiijr 
now  in  comparison  with  the  number  of  men  than  they  used 
to  he?  No  such  thing;  but,  in  fact,  the  expedients  we 
have  had  recourse  iOj  had  been  obvious  in  the  eyes  of 
the  meanest,  and  had  consequently  failed  in  spite  of  all  our 
unnatural  means  of  keeping  them  up.  Therefore  ip^e  wero 
compelled  to  go  to  imbecility  and  youth.  So  long  as  the 
bail  of  irmnediate  adyaota^c  answered  its  object,  so  long 

the 
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tbe  army  gaihcci  recruits ;  but  that  ektss  to  wliom  ibis  bait 

applied,  were  not  numerous  enough  to  last  Tcry  Iqr^» 

What  should  wehavcdon^?     Why,  raado  the  mHitarjr 

Ufe  more  desirable  !  But  we  seemed  to  have  but  two  ivays^ 

bounty  and  ballot.    Honce  ouc  variousscbemes  of  military 

Ibrcc,  our  supplementary  militia,  and  otrr  boun<3^  carried 

kv  the  intervention  of  various  other  measures  to  its  uima- 

tural  and  niiiious  pitob.     There  was  a  lime,  and  tliat  no 

fcry  great  while  ago,  when  no  bounty,  or  what  did  not 

deserve  the  name  of  a  bounty,  was  sriven^    A  guinea  wat 

then  th«  sole  bounty.     There  were  letters  in  tJbe  war*offioe, 

*«»tittcn  in  the  beginning  only  of  the  Ameriean  war,  in 

,  which  officers  were  reproved  for  having  given  the  s\m  rf 

two  guineas  to  recruits.  At  that  period  to  which  he  allud* 

^>  wc   service  stood  upon  its  own  natural  foundation* 

llhm  the  bounty  was.  the  service — a  military  oflice  wa» 

feirly  oflfered  (oall  tIiose!who  liked  to  take  a  military  Wk* 

The  military  life  was  a  .speoies  o(  trade:  in  aiost  other 

tedes  it  was  customary  frequently  to  pay  a  premium  for 

an  apprenticeship. to  loarn  the-artand  mystery ;  but  hemwt 

give  a  man  a  premium  to  take  our  bargain  off  oor  hflAd^**^ 

pn^ty^ood  evidence  that  out  system  h  wrong.  Though  ihm^ 

things iseem  lo  ha,ve  crept  into,  our  habits,  ^-et  never  will 

Ike  n r niy  bo .  ia  its  natur iL  state  till,  we  can  nevert  to  its  situa* 

tion  iwty  years  rig<»..'  ThcMi/iprincipleB,  hettbpughtv  weiae' 

so^lain'  that  tJ»?>f  might  be  sa£bly  itfustecl.    In  other.tirVO*' 

oaiiMiifauid  siiuatbns  of  Itfe,  men  coujid  always  be  gQt  by. 

aiioptingi^liro^r  mifaiDs^:  if  we  wajnted  people*  to  work  ii 

iinwlu>leaiilic  trades,  they  were  always  to  be  procured^by  a 

Utthvad vantage  of iwagcite     But  we  appeared  blind  to  cOa- 

semicficcs,'  and  resolved  to  go  on  in  this  fraudulent  trade  of 

seducing  men  into  a  bargain  by  a.  view  of  instant  gnin» 

which,  without  .that  bribe,  it'  would  not-  be  worth  tjfceif 

while  io.m:oept.     Why  not  take  the  usual  mode  of  traders 

in  vcndipg»4hcir  goods,  by  the  fair  iopemtion  pf  a  fair  har*. 

gain  olfercd  -to  (lie  population  of  the'  country?    Let  the 

nargainbe  proposed  in  the  most /eligible  manner  byaU> 

means.    A  man  cannot  ex^pectsmany  customers  tiiat  d<)c» 

no^  make  hiiubelf  known,  that  opens  his  hbop  in  a  back  ^ 

street,,  and  shews  none  of  the  articles  he  professes  to  doal  in* 

Ifcmust  havehia  pufis,and  his  plii^kers  and  bakers,  aQd 

all  the  rest  of  the  machinery  Vor  attracting  public  iJotiiQe.i  • 

So  licie  limiting  should  have  fiiir  play.    It  should  noi 
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be  aH  at  one  pTaCb.  A  man  woulci  not  walk  to  tlif  Isle  fef 
'  W^ht  to  make  a  bargain  from  Yorkshire  nnd  Ciimbet- 
land.  Let  it  go  round  to  the  wakes  and  tlie'fiiirs,  arid 
•other  country  m^ings.  Let  it  travel  nbont  as  welt  as  the 
additional  force  bill,  and  not  stand  idle  anddoingnothinfr-. 
'Wlien  the  trade  was  fair,  ther<*  could  be  lio  reasonable 
^objection  to  a  ^ood  advertisement ;  but  it  was  when  the 
trade  is  an  unrair  one,  that  he .  condemned  the'  arts  'bt 
attraction  and  seduction.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  mepfts 
of  making  the  military  profession  ■  more  estimable,  lifr  su im- 
posed one  of  the  first  questions  started,  io  be  that  of  tKe  • 
raising  of  the  pay.  Certainly  if  they  gave  a  soldier  flr« 
shillings  a  day,  it  would  very  soon  increase  the  rahks  of  tfii^ 
army ;  but  then,  besides  many  oth«r  solifi  o])jrctions  to  Ififs 
mode,  there  was  a  very  material  one  respecting  thedisd- 

fiKne  of  the  army .  Too  much  pay  \tonld  soon  proraoli^ 
icentiousoess,  and  that  would  occasion  a  necessary  in- 
creased severity  of  discipline.  That  again  would  diminish 
tlw- attraction.  Means  certainly  vtre  not  wanting  to  In- 
crease the  rerx)mraendations  of  a  soldier's  life.  There  vn^ 
something  of  dignity  attending  the*  prbfessipn  of  arras,  th^t 
liad  universally  irapnssed  itself>onthe  iniiidsof  thepe<>{ile, 
and  consequently  anim^itefl  them  v^i^4he  desire  of  a  milu 
tary  life.  They  could  be  paid  in  this  way. of  life,  by  di«^ 
tinctions,  cheaper  than  in  any  other  way  ;  b«»t  here  he  wan 
-sorry  to  say  that  we  had  most  violently  and  laviylily  invaded 
these  distinctions  in  recent  times.  There  could  be  no  ra- 
tional doubt  that  an  army  might  be  rendered  much  more 
atltactive  to  the  mass  of  our  population  than  it  fe  at  present. 
Xiovernraent  had  in  its  hands  means  possessed  by  no  pri- 
vate traders,  of  conferring  honours  suited  to  the  diffinv 
eiit  ranks  and  conditions  of  tlie  objects  of  lionotirs. 
But  there  was  one  great  head  of  our  military  service  that 
•would  admit  of  an  alteration,  by  which  the  advant'isres 
^nd  recomraendalions  of  the  army  would  be  pmdigiously 
increased,  and  with  very  slight  inconvenience  to  any 
branch  of  thearmv,  or  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  ser- 
vice. Supported  m  his  opinion  by  all  the  reflections  he 
had  been  able  ix>  makff  on  the  subject,  by  the  opinions  too 
of  many  high  authoriti«,  he  must  consider  it  as  highly  l)e- 
ueficial  to  make  a  change,  which  would  bring  l!ie  consti- 
tution of  our  anny,  in  one  material  point,  to  a  resemhlanre 
t#  the  armies  of  the  continent,  by  altering  the  nature  i»f 
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the  servrce  to  a  limited  term.    When  ho  mentioned  all  ibm 
other  European  armies,  he  mi^hi  add«  no  «maU  proportioii 
of  our  own.     Tlie  hundred  luoosunid  men  he  bacl  bcfoie 
alluded  to^  all  aerved  on  such  terms  witli  respect  to  time. 
If  he  thought  there  was  a  difference  in  the  character  of  tliose 
troops  from  that  of  the  regular  army,  it  was  not  owing  to 
this  circumstance,  but  to  their  limitation  in  respect.of  p/ac<:^ 
and  not  of  Itme,  and  also  to  the  description  of  tlicir  officers^ 
to  whom  he  meant  nothing  disparaging,  and  to  tlie  differ- 
ent nature  of  their  discipline.     Tneir  officers,  as  he  hafl 
already  said,  never  could  have  acted  with  their  men  iaser- 
▼ioes  of  real  experience*     The  change  he  pro})oseJfor  li« 
mitation  of  lime  seemed  to  him  to  be  supported  upon 
principles  so  sure  and  incontrovertible ,    that  he  coul^ 
scarcely  make  up  bis  mind  to  argtie  it .     Was  not  an  option 
preferable  to  no  option  at  «'dl  ?    Noth  ing  could  overrule  the 
argument.     Wlien  he  heard  that  corps  of  tliis  description 
hM  got  men  at  the  same  price  with  corps  on  the  other  plafv» 
he  could  only  say,  in  answer,  that  corp  of  exactly  the 
aame  description  paid  sometimes  very  diirerent  prices  fcgr 
recruits.    He  would  not  say  that  some  men  liked  iSye  gui* 
neas  as.  well  as'^te^^;  but  these  things  happened  by  chancy 
.or  carelessness,  or  vexation,  or  through  a  desire  of  a, sol* 
dier's  life.    No  particular  reason  can  always  be  assignefi 
for  these  things,  though  they  are  contrary  to  the  genfir^ 
experience.    lie  might  see  some  bodies  rise  in  the  a^c, 
though  he  did  not  know  that  the  principle  of  gravit/ 
9bould  prevent  that.    So  be  might  s^  of  those  cases  whi^ 
men  had  chosen  to  enlist  without  option,  in  pre&renop  tp 
the  other  mode.    His  object  was  to  get  that  which,  tbp 
country  had  not,  an  army  commensurate  to  the  popular* 
tion  of  tliis  country.    He  saw  nothing  in  thb  character  oif 
an  army  that  opposed  the  measures  he  recommended*    Hb 
admitted,  generally,  the  difierences  of  national  character. 
One  might  see  something  of  it  here  among  the  English. 
Scotch,  and  Irish.     But  all  must  be  aia  stand  if  we  could 
admit  any  supposition  so  perfectly  gratuitous  as  tha^  whtch 
would  find  out  a  distinction  of  the  kind  alluded  to  between 
our  army  and  those  of  all  the  continent.     Upon  what  thec^r  j 
should  this  idea  be  entertained  ?  Why  should  the  disciiphnc 
})Q  affected  ?    Take  all  the  corps  raised  here  for  limited  ^^ 
,  vice,<ind  the  hundred  thousand  troops  already  mention^t 
Are  not  all  those  very,  well  disciplined?  ,  Then  there  wer^ 
the  whole  Indian  armies.    He  HKds  ^ ways  £wr^l  of  making 
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any  unnecessary  chan^,  he  had  that  principle  strong* 
upon  his  mind ;  but  stul  he  couhl  never  entertjun  any  np^ 
prehension  upon  the  subject  on  which  lie  was  now  speaking. ' 
On  file  contrary,  he  might  rather  say  it  opened  the  door 
to  improved  discipline,  by  rewards,  and  by  lessening  the' 
frequency  of  corporeal  punisliments,  which,  however,  he 
knew  could  not  be  e;ntirely  abolislied.  Where  there  were* 
fierce  spirits  in  great  numbers,  discipline  rausft  be  main- 
tained rigidly;  but  he  thought  various  means  might  beap- 
Slial  to  dimmish  the  evil,  and  above  all,  by  getting  abetter 
escription  of  men  into  the  service.  His  conviction  was, 
that  it' woidd  improve  tlie  discipline.  Then  came  thcsul)- 
ject  off  desertion.  But  if  tlie  noble  lord  opposite  (Lord* 
Castlefcagh)  would  examine  into  the  state  of  a  recent 
act,  he  would  find  not  fewer  than  one-fifth  of  the  nunrfjcr 
raised  had  deserted.  He  should  not  jnst  titen  enter  iiirtlicr 
upon  that  poinl.  This  was  one  of*  the  consequences  o^ 
pursuing  that  vicious  system  of  buying  by  high  bounties. 
The  objection  to  a  limited  time  of  service,  wliich  seemed 
to  hini  to  have  most  weight,  was  that  "respecting  foreign 
and  colonial  service,  and  this  was  ])aTticuLtHy  important 
in  considermg  a  British  army.  But  it  must  be  aumltted 
that  this  objetrtion  was  a  distant  one,  and  gave  time  enough 
for  the  adoption  of  various  modes  of  obviating  any  of  the 
ill  effects  supposed.  A  varictj'of  rtiensurrs  concerning  co- 
lonial defence  and  additiwiul  advantages  might,  he  should 
tlflnk,  be  ddcrminerl  upon  wVtiimit  great  difliciilty,  which- 
.  would  narrow  the  objection  so  much  as  to  reduw  it  to  at' 
state  that  could  be  no  longer  foi'midaMe.  If  the  objection* 
were  strong,  they  woukt  Ijc  strongest  in  the  case  of  the' 
East  India  fofce,  and  yet  the  whole  of  that  annjr  was  re*- 
cniited  for  a  limited  time.  He  had  heard  it  f;aid  tJmt  the 
company  ditfn ot  keen  their  faith:  but  upon  enquiry  lie* 
learned  that  they  did  keep  their  faith  exactly:' and ^  in-' 
diY'd,  had  (hey  not,  how  couW  their  recruiting  have  gone* 
on?  lie  wmierstood  they  were  scrupulous  and  exact  id 
s^ich  a  degree  as  to  provide  comfortai)le  residences  for  the* 
men  who  wished  to  return,  and  sent  them  home  in  tho 
company's  ships.  Kow  tliat  was  a  strong  argument  to 
slietv  thar\v?c  CH\M  carry  on  distant  service  by  troops  so^ 
i-aisr*di  '    ,  .       .  .•  .  .    , 

•  In  iM  rrificij  %t  o^itflftns  ho  had  heard  upon  this  sub- 
ject, hrf  he  variety  ot  treatises  he  had  read  u;>on  it  (^ind* 
rfj^^mc?  of  them  were  writictt  with  good  judg-m^nt),  hit  (juv^^ 
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that  one  of  tiie  objections  that  was  principally  vtstcd 
upon-'ii'asf  tbc  enormous  expcnce  that  would  attend  tlie 
l^newin^  the  agreements  for  an  additional  term  of  scnrioe. 
This  objection,  however,  rested  entirely  upon  the  suppcvi 
sition  that  the  present  system  of  high  bounties  iras  to  be 
held  up;  he,  however,  must  suppose  that  the  immediate 
tendency  of  improving  the  situation  of  the  military  ser* 
Ticc,  would  be  to  diminish  the  bounties,  which  would  be 
from  that  time  in  a  course  of  decrease.  It  \%  as  also  urgedi 
that  it  would  be  a  prodigious  loss  to  our  armies,  if,  at  the 
expiration  of  evtry  year,  -v^^  were  to  loie  so  considerable 
H  portion  of  oii?  force;  and  those  who  urged  that  objeoi 
lion  stated,  that  if  tlie  term  of  service  weep  for  seven 
ireBra,<Hie-seveiitb  of  the  whole  number  of  the  army  would 
m  reduced  each  year,  or  if  the  term  were  eight  ^ears,.  it 
would  of  course  be  one-eighth.  Ih  this  calculation  they, 
however,  appeared  to  forget  casualties,  and  that  oumy 
must  die  in  the  service;  and  that  therefore  this,  prcipar^ 
tion  was  npt  to  be  calculated  on  the  same  principle  an  a 
common  annuity ;  nor  would  it  happen  that  the  number 
^ho^  at  the  end  pf  seven  years  service,  could  daim  their  dis* 
charge,  woyld  amount  to  the  seventh  part  of  thearmy, 
which  would  be  to  suppose  that  there  were  neither  oasuaUies 
nor  death  in  the  service-  Neither  would  he  aUow,.  by  aaj 
luoans,  flM^t  it  was  probable  that  all  who  we»  onlstled  to 
their  discharge  would  claim  it;  but,  on  thecontranr,  if. the 
aervfce  were  niade  more  attractive,  he  thought  the  nunihpr 
would  be  inconsidemble.  It  wa^  therefore  his  opinion  that^ 
ill  the  fiist  phice,  firpm  the  reduction  of  the  bpnnties  the 
expenpe  would  not  be  any  thing  near  so  great  as  was  apiiic* 
)»endcd.  Sdly,  That  it  was  not  all  who  were  entitka  tp 
their  discharge  if  bo  would  claim  it;  and,  Sdly,  Ha  was 
aorry  to  say,  that  in  the  course  of  nature,  and  of  the  ser^ 
yice,  ail  would  not  live  to  be  entitled  iQ  claim  their  dis« 
f  harge  at  the  expiration  of  the  appointed  time  of  service. 
It  was  supposed  that  all  the  soldiers  ii|  foreign  scrvtc&wfmld 
be  eager  to  obtain  their  discharge.  This,  however^  waa 
by  tio  means  his  opinion.  If  the  choice  were  *merdy  fae^t 
tween  serving  in  (me  place  or  another,,  many  might  widi 
to  change  the  place  pf  their  service;  but  wbeu .  the  cboicse 
was  only  whether  they  should  serve  or  not,  he  believed)  Acre 
^ere  many  wdio  would  be  very  unwiUing  to  quit  the^  sor- 
vice,  although  thev  might  not  exactly  luke  the  j^ticular 
pfOfyif^  that  tod  ikijkii  to  their  lot.    Ho  |«r,  thcrdoie,  irom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APRIL  O.J  KlLia  AJCY    0£f  fx^CE*  OSf 

fearhig  a  i^rcat  dimimilion  of  our  army,  ki  consequence  of 
fills  privilege,  be  felt  convinced  that  tlic^  number  of  soU 
dicrs  that  the  ndtion  would  lose  by  the  discbarges  that 
trould  bi*  so  claimed,  >vould  be  jiothing  equal  to  the  num*' 
b0r  that  ii  woiild  gfaih  by  the  knowledge  tliat,  at  the  expi* 
ration  of  the  appointed  time  for  service^  every  soldier  had 
a  right  io  claim  his  discharge.  There  were  many  which 
justified  this  supposition  among  the  soldiers  who  had  en- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  £ast  India  company  for  a  li* 
Initcd  term.  The  East  India  company  bad  always  strictly 
tompKed  with  the  terms  of  service,  and  granted  the  discharge' 
immediately  at  the  e^tpiration  of  it.  ,  Many  soldiers  had 
claimed  and  received  tneir  diffcfaarge,  <^mbarked  on  boara 
the  conrpany^s  ships  on  theif  passage  to  England,  but,  on 
their  rtrnml  at  St.  Helena,  they  h^  changed  their  minds^ 
and  been  glad  to  return  io  the  service  they  had  left.  £vea 
in  those  cases,  the  knowledge  that,  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term,,  they  would  receive  their  discharge,  made  the 
service  much  moilp'agreeable  to  them,  and  disposed  themi, 
to  renew  their  engagements.  There  was  another  objection^ 
which,  was.  often  urged,  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the 
discipline  of  the  army,  as  it  would  create  a  competition 
among  officers  of  diilerent  regiments  to  cndeavi>ur  to  gain 
over  those  men  whose  term  of  service  was  near  expitin^% 
H6  could  not,  however,  suppose,  that  any  officer  woiwl 
-ivish,  on  this  account,  to  change  the  whole  discipline  of 
his  regiment;  but  if  a  soldier  had  a  strong  desire,  at  the 
tfZ(ifmtfon  of  his  term  of  serviqfe  in  one  regiment,  to  go  to 
another  regiment,  he  did  not  se6  why  this  desire  might  not 
be  gratified,  on  certain  terms.  If,  from  arjy  circumstances^ 
he  slidild  so  much  prefer  another  regiment  as  to  be  content 
io  purchase  the  exchange  with  the  loss  of  three  years  service 
Outof  the  seven,  he^houtd  consider  it  hard  tq  preventhim.  Jt 
would  besufficient,  for  the  sakeof  discipline,  thatthere  should 
be  a  considerable  dlscoura^raent  to  cnangirig  bis  regiment, 
even  at  ^iie  expiration  of  Tiis  term.  As  to  desertion,  there 
were  many  cases  where  good  and  excctlont  soldiers,  in  some, 
moment  of  caprice  or  passion,  might  be  tempted  ib  desert;^ 
he  thought  that  the  act  of  desertion  should  deprive  them 
of  the  advantages  of  a  certain  number  of  years  of  their 
service,  which  might  be  settled  in  such  a  manner,  that 
ercu'  a  court-martial  could  not  restore  them.  This,  he 
thought,  would  in  many  cases  be  a  proper  punishment  for 
desortiom.     When,  however,  the  chance  of  desertion  from 
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an  army  for  limited  service  Ava«>  spoken  of,  he  must  saj  ii 
%va$  contrary  to  rnison  and  nature  to  suppose  that  deser* 
tioiis  would  be  so  frequent  as  they  would  be  from  a  force' for 
an  unlimitcil  period.     To  suppose  the  contrary  wouM  be 
something  like  the  supposition  of  men  actually  preferring 
smaller  bounties  to  greater.     It  was  true,  that  according  to 
the  manner  thcmilitjiry  system  was  now  arranged ,  nothing 
was  more  common  tlian  to  see  desertions  from  that  force 
which  was  only  raised  for  limited  service-    The  reason^ 
towever,  for  that  was  different :  it  was  because  that  mairy 
9f  them  wlicn  they  looked  round  them,  saw  numbers  of 
^leir  companions  deserting,  and  making  .large  profits  by 
.  4he  hi^h  bounties  which  were  given.     It  was  also  argued^ 
.  fjiat  those  who  enlisted,  whether  for  genwral  service  or  li- 
liiitcd,  were,  .for  the  most  part,  thoughtless  inconsidemte 
iiien,  who  never  speculated  upon  the  exact  amount  of  the 
bounty,  but  entered  the  service  from  some  caprice  or  ano- 
t,hcr ;  to  which  he  should  answer,  that  although  that  mif  ht 
be  the  defect  of  the  prcseut  system,  yct^he  hopes  ot  wrhat 
Be  had  to  propose  w  as,  that  those  measures  would  id^o- 
i^uce  a  new  aaq  a  bolter  description  of  persons  into  the  arniy^ 
who  should  not  be  aKogelher  so  thoughtless  and  so  incon* 
sideratc,  but  who  should  be  attracted  by  the  advantages 
tVat  (ha  fnilitarv  service  held  out.     If  it  were  said  that 
4  boy  entering  .tne  service  would  not  be  influenced  much  by 
what  rnight  be  done  for  him  in  the  course  of  seven  or  four- 
teci;  ypars,  or  the  liberty  he  might  then  have  of  claiming  hi» 
ni^sdiarge,  he  slioujd  rcply>  thatalthousfh  the  boy  might' not 
.speculate  much  himself,  yet  he  must  have  conversed  with 
others  who  did  speculate,  and  who  did  balance  the  advan- 
tiige^s  of   a  military  life  agaiust  >thc  disadvantages,   and 
from  whosQ  judgment  he,  in  a  great  measure,  formed  his 
opinion  of  the  estimation  in  which  the  life  of  a  soldier  was. 
Ijjeld.     Without  requiring  him  to  speculate  or  (o  calculate 
a  great  deal,  were  hctp  M*e  thesltuation  of  thpsc  who  had 
served  tfunr  country  to  be  belter  thai!  that  of  thoscwha  bad 
not  served ;  were  he  to  sec  *^  his  uncle  Tom*^  retired  from 
the  service  of  his  country  \iii1i  an  unbroken  constitution^ 
with  the  honours  of  a  l^favc  soldier,  and  with  a  {tension,  the 
rcAvard  w  liich  his  country  hud  allotted  for  his  service,  while 
perhaj^sliis  father,  who  had  never  served,  was  condemned  to 
an  old  age  of  jK)ver{y  and  want,  wringbig  a  scanty  pittance 
from  the  produce  of  his  dailv  toil;  an  example  such  as 
thijj,  in  li^is  own  family,  woidd  induce  a  young  man,  more 
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than  any  profoiind  calcuhtion,  to  pt:$fer  tbe  miliUry  scr-i 
vice.  It  was  not  so  much'  from  individual  judgment,  as 
from  the  estimation  in  which  the  service  was  lield  by  other89 
that  it  derived  its  principal  attractions* 

He  then  proofcded  to  state  the  tfcrm  of  years  which 
appeared  to  him  the  fittest  fcyr  the  period  of  military  sei^ 
vice.  The  iaclinalion  of  his  mhiu  was,  that  seven  years 
was  the  propeicst  term.  Seven  years  was  a  term  familiar 
io  the  nation,  and  nothing  more  than  the  generality  of 
oU  apprenticeships  to  trades.  He  thought  that  it  was  also 
Buch  a  term  as  would  combine  the  service  which  thecoun«* 
try  had  a  right  to  expect,  with  the  attractions  that  were  to 
induce  individuals  to  enter  into  tl^e  scsrvice.  Alter,  tbe  first 
period,  of  seven  years,  he  thought  the  soldier  should  be 
entitled  io  his  discharge,  and  to  some  privil<^es,  at  least 
equal  io  what  arQ  now  given  to  militiamen.  If  the  soldier 
should  wbh  to  renew  his  engagement  for  a. second  term  of 
seven  years,  then  he  should  propose  that,  during  this 
period,  he  should  have  a  small  increase  of  pay,  perhaps 
about  sixpence  a  week  additional.  The  reason  that  he 
named  so  small  a  sum  was,  that,  as  he  had  before  men* 
tionod,  he  knew  that  lai^e  sums  led  to  licentiousness  and 
insubordination ;  and  therefore  wished  thsit  the  advantage 
should  be  given  them  in  another  shape.  In  the  third  pe* 
riod,  he  should  pvopose  a  still  fartlier  increase  of  pay ;  he 
shoidd  say  at  least  a  shilling  a  week  oddhional.  At  the 
end  of  the  second  period,  as  well  as  of  the  first,  the  soldier 
should  foe  entitled  to  his  discharge.  It  was  also  strongly 
the  inclination  of  his  mind,  that  after  the  expiration  of 
the  second  period  of  service,  the  soldier  should  receive  a 
pension,  oi  some  sort  or  another  (he  should  not  then  name  ^ 
the  Slim),  for  his  life.  In  speaking  of  the  term  of  seven 
years,  he  meant  that  that  should  be  the  term  of  service  for 
the  infantry  ;  the  cavalry  and  the  artillery  required  a  l(m- 

fer  time  of  service,  as  it  took  more  time  to  make  a  good 
orse-soldier,  or  artillery-man,  than  it  did  to  make  an 
infantry-soldier.  He  should  therefore  propose,  that,  in 
the  cavalry  and  artillery,  instead  of  three  different  periods 
of  seven  years  each,  the  first  period  should  be  ten  years, 
the  second  six,  and  the  ihird  five  years ;  at  the  expiration 
gf  which  periods  they  should  have  the  same  privileges  and 
rewards  as  he  had  before  mentioned.  He  could  not  avoid 
considering  that  such  a  system  as  that  would  promote 
the  recruiting  service  far  beyond  any  thing  which  had  ever 
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hcEatc  been  adopted.  When  men  vflxo  had  served  tfaci^ 
country,  and  distinguished  lltnmsel ves  in  its  battles,  should 
return  to  their  homes  yonns^  and  unbroken  in  their  consti^ 
tution,  and  tell  thcirneiffhbours  what  they  ha<l  seen,  and 
ihe  varieties  of  life  they  had  undergone,  he  was  convinced 
that  every  man  of  them  who  so  returned  to  his  native  coun-* 
try.  and  the  town  where  he  was  born,  would  do  more  real 
ana  important  scrrioe  than  be  could  have  done  in  the 
field  had  he  continued  in  the  army.  At  the  expiration  of 
Ihe  second  period  of  service,  lie  considered  that  ihctd 
should  be  some  })ensioa  allowed,  but  at  the  cxpiraHon  bt 
♦he  third,  he  llionglit  the  soldier  shofild  be  perfectly  a  free 
inan,  and  go  oft*  with  the  full  allowance  from  Chelsba* 
When  he  spoke  of  the  Chelsea  allowance,  he  did  not  mean 
ti'hat  it  now  ^vns,  he  meant  that  it  should-  be  raised  consi'* 
derabty  higher^  and  should  be  at  least  nine-pence  or  i^ 
shilling  a  day.  There  were  certain  occasions  at  present 
when,  by  regulations  already  adopted,  such  an  allowanoff 
-was  given  to  soldiers  in  certsiin  circumstances,  for  insitanoe^ 
lo  those  who  lost  their  sight  in  Egypt  or  the  East.  Thcsd 
allowances  would  of  course  be  continued.  So  to  the  soV* 
diers  who  should  be  actively  employed  on  colonial  service^ 
at  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  vcars,  ho 
thought  that  in  .such  cases  the  commanders  snoold  be 
authorized  to  prolong  the  duration  of  their  servipe  for 
six  months  (which  the  boldier  himself  would  perceive  tt)  \» 
Teasx)nable);  but  that  at  the  exuiration  of  that  six  monthir 
the  discharge  should  be  grantca  without  further  delay,  and 
tliat  in  the  same  manner  as  the  East  India  Company  send 
home  their  recruits,  at  their  own  expcnce,  so  the  soldieok 
should  be  sent  home  at  the  ex  pence  of  Government.  Sudk 
were  the  changes  that  he  proposed  to  introduce  into  thtf 
military  system  of  the  country  ;  they  were  at  least  tl» 
principal  changes,  but  they  were  such  as  he  expected  the 
most  l)encficial  results  from.  There  were  many  subordi* 
nate  changes,  whicli  he  did  not  think  so  much  matter  of 
legislative  provision  as  of  military  regulation,  and  which 
might  be  left  with  perfect  confidence  to  the  arrangement  of 
the  illustrious  commander  in  chief.  There  were  alsd  man jr 
other  lesser  changes,  which  he  rfiouhl  forbear  from  i|leB«' 
tioning  at  present,  as  being  connected  with  matters  extraae*' 
ous  to  the  plan  that  i(  was  his  object  to  submit  to  thcUouse; 
Among' those  U*sscr  improvements,  he  should  banclv  men- 
tion, that  it  would  be  necessary  <lo  give  an  increase  ot  allow*' 
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ance  to  officers*  widows.  As  to'tlie  additional  sutxt  tliat 
had  been  proYided  for  that  purpose,  the  dlspenfiatkMi  of  it 
vas  limited  and  scanty,  and  it  yv^n  liccessarj  that  some* 
tiling  tdiould  be  done.  There  were  many  olhef  iraproro* 
ments  which  he  was  convinced  woiild  be  very  beneficial, 
but  theie  was  nothin;^  which  be  considered  «f  so  gtcsii 
^nomentasthechan^in  the  manner  of  recruiting.  UntUifaLi 
$rere  adopted,  he  could  have  no  hopes  of  any  vcr^  import-* 
ant  advantage.  The  plan  thaihe  bad  proposed,  was  notmcre* 
ly  for  the  fat  are  provision,  but  also  for  the  iraracdiatebcnefit 
ofevery  person  in  the  military  life,  whether6fiicersorsoldiers; 
and  itso))ject  was  to  make  {he  military  life  as  agreeable, 
and  as  attractive  as  possible.  Wh&t  be  had  then  pro«. 
seated  was  a  mere  outline,  wl^ich  would  be  filled  up  in  the 
fttlttre  stages  of  its  discussion  ;  and  he  ho|)ef1,  at  least,  that 
a  quantum  sufflcit  would  be  retainwl  of  every  thing  that 
was  likely  to  be  useful  in  it.  He  should  next  cotnc.fo  that 
abjection,  which  of  all  others  appeared  to  be  taosi  relied 
en«  It  was  asked  what  do  yon  mean  to  do  with  the  army 
that  is  now  in  existence  ?,  To  this  he  should  answer,  that, 
in  strict  justice  and  in  equity,  he  need  do  nothing.  Out 
lOgnlar  army  hud,  in  point  of  fact,  seen  numbers  enlist  into 
ttife  army  of  reserve,  and  into  every  description  of  force  for 
Utnited  service  for  five  years,  or  for  seven  years,  or  for 
what<;ver  term  that  service  required.  Thisj,  ho\^ever,  coiihl 
90t  justly  be  considered  any  hardship  to  those  who  hatf, 
antecedent  to  that  time,  entered  for  general  service;  nor 
did  he«erer  hear  that  it  had  been  considered  a  hardship* 
JPvery  man's  term  of  service  depended  on  the  circunistam^ 
of  his  engagement.  It  would  be  just  as  absurd  for  men* 
who  entered  for  low  bounties,  to  complain  that  they  ^ere 
ilUused,  if  greater  bounties  were  aftcTwards  given  \o  otlu^r 
<ien,  who  should  afterwards  enter  into  the  service.  Tho 
TCgular  army  bad  becii  useil  to  see  every  description  of  li» 
mited  service.  They  were,  therefore,  too  well  Uhcil  io  the 
practice  to  complain  of  it ;  and,  besides,  in  the  s><rictest 
equity  and  justice,  they  had  no  right  to  complain.  It  \i'a.s^ 
however,  his  intention"  to  proposetbr  (lie  regular  array,  as 
a  boon,  that  which  they  had  no  Tight  othenri^e  to  expect ; 
l>e  should  propose  immediately  to  incrense  the  Chelsea  al^ 
lowanoe  to  {J</.  9rf,  and  U.  a  day.  This  he  should  wish  to 
do  from  justice,  kindness,  and  humanity  \o  the  regular 
army ;  but  if  he  had  no  other  motivethan  policy,  it  ^^ould 
^  sufficient  tQ  detfro^inc  hiiu,  fpr  he  ]inevr  no  oUier  mcoi^^a 
4  k> 
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fa  demonstrate  to  tlie  soldiers  (he  concern  that  the  country 
takes  in  tbcir  -^vclfarc;  nor  holding  out  incitements  to 
others  to  embark  in  the  military  profession,  than  by  re* 
M'arding  those  meritorious  and  interesting  men  who  had 
so  long  and  so  well  served  their  country.  If  this  were 
done,  and  it  should  be  done  immediately,  every  man  in  fhfe 
anny  would  sec  that  he  had  a  chance,  however  distant* 
Ynight  be  the  period,  of  partaking  in  what  the  bounty  of 
the  nation  had  provided  for  its  defenders,  when  tbey  should 
liave  merited  the  rewards  from  their  long  scfrvia's.  Ac- 
cording to  this  plan,  no  man  would  he  finally  discharged 
from  service  nntiUie  liad  served  twenty -one  yearsj  but  at 
the  end  of  that  time  he  should  be  perfectly  free,  and  enjoy 
the  pension  allotted  to  hirti.  In  tne  m«in<ime,  those  i*ho 
were  in  the  second  or  third  period  of  their  service  shovkl 
itceive  the  increase  to  their  pay  that  he  had  Ix'fore  tntst^ 
tioncd.  Such  a  provision  as  he  had  described  would,  he 
was  convinced,  l>e  received  as  a  most  impoTtaiit  boon  by 
the  regular  anny  now  exinting. 

Another  great  branch  of  the  subject  tlien  ^^rcsenfedlfaelf 
1o  bis  view  :  it  had  been  of  late  years  A  I)roblem  in  poWkal 
science,  who*  was  to  be  done  with  that  part  of  the  populsllto* 
of  a  country  which  could  not  be  brought  forward -te  the 
shape  of  an  army  ?  lie  had  already  given  his  opinioA^-IIiiit 
they  could  not  well  be  brought  forward  in  any  of  th'oMJ  *• 
cisive  actions  which  tisnally  dccidcfl  tlie  fate  of  nattote. 
In  modern  history  there  was  scarcely  an  instnnce  lo  Be 
found  of  the  mere  population  of  a  country  assisting  mi^- 
rially  in  its  defence,  except  in  the  case  of  North  Ame- 
rica. In  that  instancTi,  however,  it  must  Ik*  recoHcrtcd  that 
their  success  was  more  from  the  great  distance  of  Anicrtca 
and  its  vast  extent,  than  from  any  force  which  the  Ame^ 
rican  people  could  immediately  bring  agtiinst  our  army.  It 
was  evident  that,  at  a  distance  of  more  than  SOCK)  miles, 
and  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  pmrer  of  this  roiftitry 
could  not  bear  wiJh  full  force  upon  the  population  of  Annv 
rica  ;  and  besides,  from  the  vast  wdent  of  the  conWryi 
4lie  people  could  always  retire  from  our  armies,  and  by 
that  means  they  were  enabled  to  protract  the  war  undlthey 
•had  an  opportunity  of  becoming  soldiers-. '  *  Tbee^aflipte 
of  America  would  not,  howi*ver,  at  till  apjily  to  this  coun- 
try, where  the  population  was  cofiyled  up  Mithin  nttrraw 
limits,  and  had  no  countries  to  rctpe:*t  to.  :Biit  altlK^h 
wc  could  not  calculate  ou  making  exactly  tbc  (same  use  of 
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our  population  that  tlie  Ameiicans    dicly  yet  it.  was  a 
question  of  the  most  serious  importance  how  we  were 
to  derive. the  greatest  possilfle  adyantas^e  from  it;  how 
we  could   best   brilig  it    to  bear   against  an    inrading 
enemy  i    Another  question  also  arose,  how  was  this  to 
be  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to  interfere  as  little  as 
possible  with  the  efiectire  fbrce  of  the  regular  army  t 
The  hysteuaNi  that  had  been   proposed  fiw  this  purposd 
vrert'  vixAimsj    mid  his  opinipn  upon  former  occasiona 
imA  dittes^d  ^iery  widely  from  what  nad  been  adopted  by 
theirs  upon  this  sabjetot.    He  thought  he  could  no  better 
express  nb  opinion  now.  than  by  givuw  the  grounds  oC 
his  former  opinioQ.    Ir  thete  appeufeate  be  any  yari* 
ttiaay  he  could  easOy  explnii  the  iMNliiteliiitfdidb.  ,  It 
appealed  by  the  lecords  of  what  ipai^^i  this  Rouse, 
which  we»e  on  the  cnesenl  oecBsioa  ^iMenbljK  correct, 
that  he  had  difoed  vfty  much  from  the  opinions  of 
those  who  pieced^  him  iii  ^  otBjces    He  wa^  ready  to; 
allow  every  posslUef  exciise  for  the  errors  of  hig  prede* 
acasota,  in  tlw  diAcnlty   of  the  situation  they  were 
plaoed  ia  i  he  wna  ra^ly  to  allow  that  he  Jiad  sofne  ad« 
i^t^^  in  bdii^  lUe  to  profit  by  tbefar  eneriettoe; 
Biity  gn -file  other  hand,  he  was  obliged  to  comcflUn,  th^tf 
Ae  groiuad  was  not  left  dear  for  qim,  whicn  circuin- 
stance  ga^  him  idditioaal  difficuHy  and  labonn     Hii 
idea  was,  that  eveir  thhig  that  whs  most  simple  and  ob-; 
yious  should  have  been  ^preferred  io  what  was  most  covob^ 
plex.    The  situation  of  the  countrv  thte  was,  that  hpanr 
ing  of  the  great  preparations  made  by  the  enemy  toiBvadif  * 
it^  then  was  a  unanimous  spirit  to  resis^  the  threafenedt 
itovasioQ,  aoid  to  frustrate  the  attempt  of  the  enemy.    !%# 
people  were  alarmed,  but  in  no  d^ree  diairirited.    As  tp 
tlieir  feelings,  they  might  be  said  to  be  '^  trepiUnon  pa< 
^  viiU.^*    There  was  a  |eneral  ardour  aod  zeal,  ana  a 
strong  wish  to  be  serviceaUe,  if  only,  the  means  were  to  be 
pointed  out   In  thosecircumstanoes,  when  others  spoke  or 
the  Qom|>u!sory  service,  Ii^  was  one  of  the  first  to  su^gest^' 
iftat  wheii  there  was  so  mueh  seal  and  enthusiasm  ia  the 
coi^ntry,  it  would  be  better  first  to  try  what  could  be  doim 
bvvoluntaiT  service.    Indeed,  ttieaifficulties  of  carrying 
the  compulsory  enactments   of  the  levy  in  mas^  act 
into  force  waiir  such,  that  it  appeared  to  him  much  bet« 
ter  first  t4^K|^M^^  Although 

that  suggoiB^lM  originally  come  frpm  bUP?  it  ceitaimy 
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volunteer  corps  which  Merc  ^Uotwiuds  tormoq.  He  saw 
that  the  spirit  of  the  pe<^[)lp  ivas  then  at  a  such  a  pitck, 
that  they  ap{)eared  oiiIjr4o..deiQfuid  pC  GovernTncat,  ox; 
of  the  liouscy  ^'  Tell  .116  nhat  we  aiepo  f}o  ^  be  useM  to 
the  country^".  IJnd^j:  thosci  ckcmn&tauQBs,j^)i  Jiad  bees 
his  opinion,,  tj^^t^tlic  peopl^  bbouUI  hav^  immediatdj 
been  allowed  a^^ppportunity  of  tiraining  themselves,  under 
th^  instruc^^a  .c^f  olfiqers.  frona^  the  r^ular  army  ap« 
poiiited  Xof  tiial  pi)rpo$q.  -  He  thought  thctc  ahpulcl  be  de* 
)H>sits  of  anoffriu  every  ydiistciat,  ^aildy  as  he  might  say> 
shpps  Qf  mL^(afy  imtiuctipoL  op«ne(l  all  over  Jt^e  country..* 
Be^id<9  tl^G.a^s^anceof  Regular  o^yoers,  lie  thought  tat 
seal  ai^i^f^gqiiilcmen  o(  the  country  might  assist  ppwcif- 
<ii I jy  in »ti^ifli^g  Jiiepeoplefjta.ATij^s,  boUi.  ]^y  then;  own 
ex;unp]i<;9.494^y  giving  ^n^alU  prizes Jbr^riog^t  marks. 
AU  ^j^  .4;oul4rhaTp  b^en  €l9nc|;wi(th  less  traifok)  ^Q^niuc^b. 
kss  expi^ce,^  t^i^liad  bp^^bpto^ad  on  tri&  vc^u^i^eer 
jiysif^nu  (jLt.ih^  same,  tiym^  .he,,t%^lfght  it  wW  p{;()per9 
tJwif  ther^  shonU.  be  armed  d^ciatio^s  o^  tlieJoeiftef  ^pr^ 
ofpeoph!,  cptifjdy^  attheir  .ftwi^  (^xj)Ci?ce;i  but  it  w-a^.not 
Mv^n  .si^ch  a^Hif ^  a^ociatioiW^that  be  t^iouglit^t^  cpDnirj 
iUMjuld  |)rinpip^lly  nely  ii^aid  of  its  standing  armvA'^^hai 
tpfons^i^ed  Of  jaq^o\i  more  likely  t9  h^  egcctuaf^  ,was  the 
i^^^f^^Jf  ihQ  |)copW.or  IhecqimJLrv  irauied  to  ftri'ng^  with 
tj^cnpighbouring  genllciiiei|,  ancjf  military  offices'  rc^djr 
ta^i-opibinethcm  in  whatever  piaruip:  they  could  prove  the 
Ipostdcjitfuctiye  to  the  enemy,  Ailliougb  be  did  not' rely- 
on  such  f^  ibrcofg^r  giving  battle  to  an  invading,  army  ^ 
yet^e  thougUtr^^ttiey  might  be.Jb|^jO^\ght  into  action  i^  suck  ^ 
a  majineir..  as^w^oM  fret^  hcori^^  and  wear  down  an  enemy, 
^sides  the  mischief  that  he  conceived  they  would  do  ia 
action,  he  rctied  ^upon  such  a  force  as  this,  as  ooe  that  was 
Ckely  to  aifprdrraa  inexhaustible  fund  to  rpcruit  fromv 
8uch  were  hi»  ideas  at  the  commencen^ent  of  Jhe  present 
war,  of  the  mamiei:  in  which  the  apal^nd  si>iiit  €>f  the  peo-. 
jile  could  liave .  been  Tendered  moi;e  useful  in  tlie  de/cnce 
of  the  country.  As  an  es{)erimcnt,  nothing  could  hay«^ 
been  cUeanerij.  foj  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for* 
all  those  aisU^cUons  and  military  trappings  which  formed 
m  of>nKid6fablc  a  part  of  the  expcnce  of  tlie  volunteer 
fystem,  aet  it  was  afterwards  established*  Instead  of  this 
system,   which  he  had  proposed;^  'the  country  was  all 
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thrown  into  volunteer  corps.    This  mistake  >vas  not  the 
fault  of  the  people,  but  of  the  ^government.  '  The  desirft 
of  (he  natiort  was,  "  TeU  us  what  we  are  to  do ;"  b'nt 
^cn  nobody  told  them,  it  wa3* highly  natural  for  the 
people,  when  lefttolhemselves,  to  say,  **  Let  us  imitate 
the  soldiers,  and  dr^  ourselves,  and  trdih  ourselves  as 
they  do ;  let  us  learn  the  manoeuvres  they  practise.*'    Af- 
ter the  volunteer   corps   were  so  formed,  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  for  whose  opinion  and  authority  ho 
must  profess  considerable  respect,  gave  hts  opinion  decid-' 
edfy,  thnt  those  <5ori^  might,  with  care  and  instmctton, 
be  brought  into  the  shape  of  d  reguhir  army,  nmV  act  aar 
regular  tr6<>ps.     Whether  the  institution  of  the  volunteer 
corps   Mad  first  taken  place,  ami  tins  opinion  of  their  ef- 
ficacy followed,   or  whetber  thfe  institution  was  framed 
on  any  prc-conceived  opinion  that  they  wimld.  arrive  at 
such  B  *tate  of  discipline,  was  a  iK>int  he  sboukl  not  pre- 
tend to' W^termlhe.     It,  however,  alwnys  api^eared  to  nim 
fliat  it  was  a  most  impracticable  project  to  attempt  to 
bring  those  masses  of  men,  who  had  neither  the  habits 
Bor  the  feelings  Yjf  soldiery,  wlibVercnot  inured  to'hard- 
ship,  br'hdcustomed  to  military  disctpliiie  and  subordlna- 
iiotl,  'tt)'^ct  cither  with  regulars  or  directly  ^inst  a  r^ 
^ular    enemy.    That   right  hon.    gentfcnuan  (Mr.  Pitt) 
jn  speaking  bf  wlidt  he  expected  froni  the  volunteer  force, 
sn id,  "they  would  be  sufficietit  "  to  piish  the  invading  ene- 
mies into  the' s«l."*   Tliis  was  an  exptession  which  he 
thought  proceMM  m'oreHwn'Iiis  heart  than  lji«  judgment. 
Jtwas,  howev<^,  a  mostdirngerous  error  in  judOTJentto 
suppose'  that,  because  a  body  of  men  appeared  well  to 
the  eye,  or  made  a  tolerable-  shew  on  a  parade,  that  the^ 
were  oh  fliat  account  to  be  relied  on  as  cflfective  soldiers ; 
andfhe  was  much  surprised  indeed  at' the  nupiber  of  iii- 
^pecting-officers  who  returned  those  corps  as  fit  to-scrv^ 
with   rogulnr'  troops.'  'H<^  coiild  not' conceive   that  <lie 
enemy  ^ould    dfsirp   dn^ -tiling   better,    thaii.  that  th^ 
conntry'should  entirely  trust  its  defence  to  the  volunteer 
cprjis.    *As  for  cotfra^;  oi*  c^onftflehcc,  it  was/ well  known, 
•thftt  iii  all  "^rmyit  is'mk  Vjhfficient  to  bare  ednfidence  ill 
T>ne's  sdf  }*  It  is  also  ficoe«sary  to  liave  c6nfidfenoe  iti  one's 
•neiglibouf*.    it  #as  like  ^  defence  of  a  long  line  of  for- 
tification, wbich,  if  bifoten  tlirougb  -in  any  point,  the 
val(y\ir  with  which  other  jxMffts  were  drfendcd  would  be  of 
little  consequence.      If,  then,  a  regular  regiment  eame 
into  action,  it  could  not  be  supposed  that  their  confidence 
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'would  be  the  same  if  thev  wete  flanked  b^  v  corps  of  vo- 

lunteers.  aa  ii  would  be  if  they  saw  on  their  flank  the  l^ih^ 

the  ^8tb»  the  17th,  the  4^,  or  any  of  those  brave  ajKl 

well-tried  reginients  that  had  distinguished  themselTes.aia 

much  in  many  batUes. .  He  should  not,  however,  deny^ 

that  essential  services  might  be  derived  from   the  to1ua« 

i^ers,  even  under  the  pre§ent  system.    In  the  first  place 

they  were  enrolkd,  and  he  considered  the  very  cirouoii* 

stance  of  enrdmeut  as  a  great  foundation  of  strength,  be-> 

<^use  in  that  they  gave  a  pledge  to  their  country,  and 

to  each  other,  that  they  would  be  to  be  found  when** 

ever  their  attendance  should  be  absolutely  necessary.    la 

ibe  seipond  place,  ihey  have  been  trained,  and  even  in.  the 

inanner  they  have  heea  trained,  many  of  them  mighty  in 

time,  be  mad^  extremely  useful  under  the  dixedion  of  an 

able  general.    They  musi,  howevevcar,  purge  off  a  gieat 

deal  of  their  grosser  stuff,  before  they  could  well  be  brouglit 

into  option.  There  were  many  individuals  who  entered  into 

th(7so  corps  from  the  best  of  motives,  and  from  the-  mert 

lauikble  mtentionB  to  serve  their  country,  but.  whose  age, 

wbpse  constitutions,  and  whose  habita  of  life,  lendeied 

them  altogether  unfit  for  the  active  .duties  of  real  sendoa 

against  an  enemyr    His  general  objections  to  the  .present 

imxle  of  dividing  the  dtmntry  into  volunteer  corps,  mioy 

first}  the  immense  expence  of  the  system  on  its.  present 

£>ujidation,  and  iMly^  that  he.conoeived  it.interceptod  and 

locked  up  in  oorps,  which  could  not  be  brought  against  an 

enemyi  men  "who  by  another  dirtributkm  might  be  hronghl 

ngaiast  Uiem  i^  the  regular  army.    He  therefore  thoi^ht 

thai  syteip  was  like  throwing  good  money  after  bad,  and 

t^at  it  never  could  succeed.  .  He  wished,  however,  that 

there  should  be  many  voluntary  associations  of  the  better 

aprt  of  people,  armed  and  disciplined  at  their  own  expence; 

bi^t  as- to  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  artisans  and  pea« 

s^its,  he  did  not  wish  that  they  should  be  locked  up  ifr 

those  corps,  but  would  rather  havf)  them  loose,  so  that  they 

might  be  attached  to  others  of  greater  consequence.    The 

mass-  of  the  people  he  wished  to  be  loosely  tnuned,  and 

only  so  far  as  to  be  able  soon  to  take  thehr  pli^se  aavecmita 

in  the  ranks  of  the  ii^^r  array*    A  training  of  that  dof 

^ription  would  also  be  sufficient  to  make  them  veiy  fomif* 

dable  to  an- enemy,  as  an  armed*  peasantj  uoder  the  diiec^ 

tion  of  intelligent  officers ;  and  in  cither  of  those  ways  he 

thought  they  would  contribute  much  more  to  the  deisnoe^ 
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luid  Becuritj  ot  die  conxtttyy  tkati  by  their  being  pl^ieed  in 

Tduiiteer  corps*    Thevevrere,  however,  other  objections, 

of  mo  less  importance  ^  in  the  first  place,  there  was  th^ 

enormous  expence  of  the  Tolunteers.    During^  the  three 

years  and  a  half  that  this  system  had  existed^  it  had  cost 

^^erament  no  less  than  five  millions  in  allowances  to  the 

Tolvnteers.  The  expence  that  the  yolonteers  had  themselves 

gone  to^  and  the  various  subscriptions  and  contributions 

uaA  had  been  made  in  aid  of  the  system,  amounted  to  at 

least  as  much  more.    He  was  stating  it  below  the  mark 

when  he  said,  that  the  security  which  the  country  Ivad  do 

riv^  from  th^  volunteec^  for  iw  last  three  years  and  a  half 

WBB  purchased  at  the  escpenee  of  i^ove  ten  millions  slerlini^, 

besiaes  the  depriving  our  moie  efficient  descriptions  of  forov 

of  many  men  who  would  otherwise  have  entered  into  them. 

The  expence  of  the  volunteecs  then  was  nearly  cc^ual  to  the  - 

whole  of  the  property-tax  for  a  year.  Great  as  thi^  expenco 

was,  if  it  produoed  aa  much  seeurity  as  coula  be  had  fox 

thesame.mooey  in  any  other  way,  there  would  be  no  occa«» 

stOR  U}  attempt  to  change  it.    In  considering,  howevtTf 

the  beM  way  of  deriving  advantage  from  the  assistance  of 

the  population  of  the  country,  without  citing  the  example 

of  tne  Tj/T(deanf  peasantry,  or  the  peasantry  of  any  other 

country,  he  should  say  the  general  question  was^  whether 

it  was  better  that  the  massof  the  people  should  be  loosed 

aad  unattached,  but  under  the  idea  of  their  being  liable  to 

be  attached,  if  necessary,  to  any  corps  that  his  Majesty, 

in  the  exercise  of  his  royal  prerogative,  might  think  most 

proper,  or  whether  they  should  be  put  into  volunteer  corp^ 

under  the  idea  that  they  were  not  to  be  attached  to  any 

other  body  ?  He  should  again  repeat  that  his  wish  was  that 

the  Tokinteer  corps  should  consist  of  a  higher  class  of  lifC| 

of  a  b^ler  oondition,  of  such  a  description  as  it  would  not 

be  proper  to  mix  with  soldiers  of  the  line,  and  whom  no 

one  would  wish  to  see  obliged  to  serve  in  the  condition  of 

common  soldier^  in  a  regular  regiment,  but  that  the  great 

body  of  the  peasantry,  that  description  of  men  from  whom 

the  regular  army  ought  to  be  recruited,  he  thought  should 

net  be  shut  up  in  those  volunteer  corps.     If  he  could  re& 

aliie  his  wish  to  see  the  great  mass  of  the  population  of 

the  country  .so  fiur  trained  as  to  be  able,  either  to  act  as  an 

,   armed  peasantry,  or  to  recruit  immediately  whatever  loses 

the  regular  army  might  receive  in  action,  then,  indeed, 

he  should  concoi^'e  that  the  country  was  invincible.  Should 
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i&  armies  receive  a  check,  'it  would  imitirfiately  repair  the 
disaster,  and  rise,  Uke-rf«tew^,  when  flung  to  fheeairth  j  with' 
Fiedonbled  vigour.     The  certaint}'  of  immedijrtely  repafrinir  • 
our  losses,  while  the  invaders  could  not  repair  fueirs,  niu^/ 
turn  the  victory  in  our  ftvour.     We  should  have  complete 
icgimcnts  to  oppose  to  the  j^keleton  regiments  of  the  enemy. 
In  order  to  effect  thisf  ptirpose,  there  would  be  no  ocoi- 
sion    for    any   violent   measures  or  severe  compulsion. 
H(B  should  propose  a  very  difiefent  course  from  what  had 
been  hitherto  adopted  :  inst^id  of  requiring  a  rigid  dis- 
cipline from  the  people,  he  should  propose  that  sort  of 
training  which  would  be  verj  easy  for  them  to  acquire,. and 
which  would  answer  all  the  purposes  which  he  had  stated. 
He  would  not  deny  bat  that  (he  operation  of  this  system' 
might  tend  to  reduce  considerabFjr  the  number  df  volunteers. 
The  reduction  of  the  volunteer  force  was  not,  however,  of 
80  much  consequence  as  the  reduction  of  any  other  species 
of  force.     If  a  regular  regiment  was  reduced,   the  meii 
were  dispersed  and  were  not  again  to  be  foutid,  but  as  to 
volunteers  the  case  was  different.     The  same  men  would 
alwaj^  be  found,  when  the  occasion  required,  ready  to  de- 
fend the  country,  and  the  only  question  would  be  how  to 
dispose  erf"  them  to  the  greatest  fidvantagc.     This  reac- 
tion would  soon  take  place  of  itself,  from  a  very  nattiral 
cause.     Hitherto  there  had  been  a  sort  of  partnership  in 
the  expence  of  the  system  between  government  and  the 
individuals  who  were  embarked-  ih  It.     The  individd^, 
however,  appeared'to  be  exhausted  or  tircd^  and  wished  to 
throw  the  whole  of  the  expehce  on  the*  ijovernment. ,  If 
government  should,  therrfore,  not  tte  inclined  to  iaskt  all 
the  allowances  which  they  claimed,  the  mirtnber  wbnld 
probably  be  much  reducerl.      If  it  was*;nerrssary  to  iti- 
troduce  thcsystera  of  compirision  at  all,  if  sliduld be  made 
as  light  as  possible  (n  lan^h  from  the  oppps&iori  bench). 
He  perceived,  that  the  honourable  gontleirfenon  the  other 
side  appeared  amused  at  the  idea  that  hfe'wjus  at  all  tread- 
ing in  their  steps.     It  certainly  wtis  no  recommendation  of 
ft  measure  to  have  it  supposed  like  any  thing  which  Wxcr 
liad  proposed.     It  was  known  with  what  immense  labour 
their  plans  were  wrou«:ht.  IIow  cpmplicatfed  was  their  ma- 
lihineiy,  how  their  forge  ^tas'  cter  at  wdrk  in  ^producing 
schemes,  bow  the  anvil  sounds  t^ith  the  blows^— 
^  For  never  did  the  Cyclops*  hammers  fall, 
<*  On  Mars'?  armour,  forg'd  for  proof  eterne, 
"  With  greater  force. ' ' 

And 
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And  when  Uicir  work  was  doae,  tlie^  at  ^enfifib  pT€|fluped  a 
poQcIerous  aud  unwieldy  armour,  under  me  weight  ana 
]^>re^ure,^f  Avlucli  the  country  <?buld  neither  ttir  toad  noj 
toot. .  Such  was  their  KYstem  of  compulsion,,  the  principal 
defect  of  which  wa^,  that  it  was  known  to  every  jSody  tha^ 
it  would  lie  almost  impracticable  in  the  exeQution.  ,  The 
only  ^ort  of  colnpuJsioHi  that,  he  should  propose  was,  merely 


,  iild>a^  possible.     If  in  this  plan  he  appealed 

at  alUo  be  trcwjiljg  m  the  steps  of  bis  predecessors,  it  waft 
Ueca.usc  b,cj.>YoukI  npt  remove  any  tQundation  stone  that' 
M'QuicI  full  m  with  fhc  jcueyaLeof  tlie  projected  building:.!* hQ 
<jou?jpuL)ioji  jw^^ldji.^  this  :  every  ■  man  should  be  coinpei-j 
Ia6leiobetr^ij][evl.t0  a  certain  ^c^rec,  and  must  also  consi- 
der^ him^eJi^,i:;Qi\y;^eUableto^!^^^^  in  case  of  invAsIon,  as  hia 
MKjciity^  ill  i)ie^CxercisQ  of  h|s  ^foyal  prijrogalivc,  should 
^jpppiat.  ,,TWe  would, have  been  something  more  revolu! 
ing  in  ^le.  lexjj  en  masse  ad,  if  ii  had  really  been  put  in 
toiccx  it  ,woiild  have  been  vcf^\iisa<jreocible  And  irli^omq 
for  ^nea  iu^iucj[cnt  situation's  bfufe  to  be  brought  togellicrj 
at' stij^cd' iii'iics^  io  the  place'  of  training,  the  shopkeeper 
witji  pi|^  sl\qpnicu,  the  master*  with  his  servants,  and  th« 
naau^.of  rcspe^liibilily  with  the  most  worUilcss.  It  was  prin- 
cipally tliat  because  these  circiunstfinccs  would  have  mado 
the  act  extremely  disiiorecable  in  its  ODcratiou  that  jit  was 
laid  aside,  and  the  volunteer  corps  aaoi)ted  in  its  stead ; 
but  it  was  possible  to  U^^ve  a  mode  of  trahiing  that  should 
be  exempt  fr^MU  those  unphj^^aiit  6ircumstanc(^,  and  tho 
arJned  voluntoer  corps  comprizing,  as  he  hoped  they  would 
do,  tlie' better  cfa;jses,  would  separate  them,  ia  a  great 
n^a^ure,  from  the  armed  peasantry,  who  should  be  looked 
to  principajily  for  recruiting  th<i  regular  army,  and  repair** 
ifkg  any  looses  it  might  sustain. 

lie  iurther  proposed  the  reduction  of  theexpence  of  tlie 
volunteer  corps, ,  by  clianging  it  from  the  June  to  the 
August  allowance.  Probably  the  annual  charge  of  this 
force  was  I,479,(X)0/.  and  the  favourable  variation  iji  this , 
respect  might  be  thus  effected :  the  August  allowance 
would  save  210,000/.  ;  the  extravagant  pay  to  the  drill-ser- 
jeants  might  bear  a  diminution  of  54,700/. ;  iiiQ  concession 
for'permancnt  duty,  500,000/.  ;  for  the  marching  guineas, 
198,000/. ;  and  Vx^  expences  of  inspection,  ^,000/. — ^ 
Xh&ie,  with  some  smaller  items,  would  be  a  saving  to  go- 

veinxbent 
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iremment  of  878,000/.  a  sum  of  no  smalt  iikiportance.  This 
Iteration  in  the  yolunteer  system  was  not  inteiided  ia  the 
Ifmy  of  hostility  to  the  many  respectable  and  tiatriotic  in- 
dividuals who  had  stood  forward  for  the  dercnoe  of  the 
Country  in  a  moment  of  difficulty  and  danger ;.  the  ob«;t 
was  mel-ely  to  avoid  an  expence.  which  was  nort  attenaed 
with  a  degiee  of  utility  proportioned  to  the  sum  applied  to 
(he  purpose.    The  volunteer  rorps  were  not  by  these  means 
^isbancfed ;  they  were  only  reduced  to  the  more  salutary 
plan  an  which  diey  commenced.    No  doubt  the  natuial 
consilience  would  be,  that  the  numbers  would  be  lessened  ; 
but  this  was  incidental ;  the  design  was  to  econoniiie  the 
funds  of  the  state,  not  to  thin  the  ranks  of  its  defimdets. 
If,  however,'  they  should  be  ifeWer,  they  would  be  redaced 
io  that  system  on  which  alone  they  ought  to  be  encouTa«d. 
To  return  to  the  training  proposed,  of  a  ^r^t  body  of  the 
rommunity ,  it  would  be  done  in  a  way  leaSt  burtheausome  fa 
the  people;  but  it  must  be  understood,  that  thoae  wiio 
were  disposed  to  tnan  themselves  according  to  their  own 
peculiarity  of  feeling  should  do  it  at  their  own  expenee,  in 
^very  respect,  excepting  the  weapons  to  be  emplojed.  No 
eicemptions  would  be  admitted  but  from  necessary  csssea, 
and  the  onlv  privilege  to  which  the  volunteer  ooiud  he  en- 
titled would  be,  to  serve  in  his  own  corps.    Thus  the  opo- 
lent  man  would  be  trained  in  the  way  most  agreeable  to 
himself,  and  would  serve  his  country  in  the  hour  of  dajiMr 
in  the  mode  most  consonant  to  his  mclination.  Out  ofUie 
immense  mass  of  general  population,  a  selection  must  be 
made,  and  he  knew  no  way  preferable  to  effecting  this 
by  lot  (he  was  unwilling  to  apply  the  word  ballot,  on  ac« 
count  of  the  familiarity  of  the  term  in  one  of  the  worst  ex* 
pedienfs  that  had  been  resorted  to  for  the  imblic  sdcurity). 
The  persons  appointed  on  this  service  miffht  be  conveni-i 
endy  dividM  into  four  classes  i  the  first  class  being  from 
sixteen  io  twenty-four ;  the  second,  from  twenty-four  to 
thirty-two ;  and  the  third  from  thirty-two  to  forty  years  of 
age ;.  beyond  that  period  of  life  be  would  not  recommend 
the  performance  of  this  duty.    It  would  be  right  to  leave  it 
in  tlie  discretion  of  his  Majesty,  iQ  call  out  which  of 
these  classes  he  thought  proper,  and  also  with  respect  to 
the  county  or  district  in  which  their  exertions  would  bere- 
qaired.    If  in  any  particular  situation  a  number  of  per- 
sons should  toluntcer  on  this  service,  their  persons  might 
be  i^ccepted  in  duniiiulion  o{  the  baUotr    The  time  re- 
quired 
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quired  for  this  sort  of  training   would  be  short ;  twenty- 
si&  days  would  be  piot^Uy  sufficient ;  and  the  conipensa-* 
tion  ol'  Is.  for  the  tos*  of  the  half  day^  woUld  be  adeqiujite. 
If  a  great  njiimbcraf  vuluotoers  shoald  ofier  them-sclvTs,  it 
might  be  expedient'  to  avail  ourselves  o£  this  ebullition  of 
the  public  spirit,  but  this  could  be  left  to  the  determination 
of  the  officers,  or^  perhaps,   the  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
couoty.     It  would uot be  required thatthia armed  peasan- 
try, if  ooit  might  be  denominated,  should  be  led  to  a  dis- 
tance from  th(nr  ordinary  residence,  or  be  clotiied  in  any 
manner  different  from  tht^r  common  raimont :  on  particu- 
lar ooeosiunK,  it  might  be  eligible  to  follect  them  in  the 
principal  town  of  ihp  county  they  inhabit,  in  the  way  \ve 
had  Imelofore  adopted  with  regard  to  the  national  militia. 
The  Jicxl  inquiry  was,  how  were  those  persons  to  be  in^ 
ttnicted  ixi.the  use  of  arms  ?  This  could  be  commodiously 
eiii^cte^^  either  by  detachments  froni  the  mililLi  of  the 
coui^yi  oY  by  portimis  of  the  second  battalions.     This  ar^ 
rangtsmirht  would  lead  to  a  beneficial  connection,  to  which 
suvintich  cwnDumdation  Itad  Ijceii  applied  ^  a  frequent  in- 
ii'r&mtaq  between  the  military  of  the  country  and  the  nmss 
of  tbepeopie.    By  9uch  nv^ans  these  levies  would  be  di^- 
.  poBcd  t^-MCTuiLintptiie  regular-army,  and  this  interchange 
o^idltdtttni  and  interest  wasan  incidental  benefit,  and  on  no  - 
noeimlA  ta  be  disregarded^     Under  the  late  regulations  we 
-hadi^a  carps,  .wliic£  we  could  hardly  do  with  or  without ; 
iir>.this  ooqis  officers  wer^)  appointed,  and  a  complete  estab- 
UBlmitpt  wasfoomifid  long  before  a  single  soldier  was  attach- 
ed'to  it  I  by  thieemploymcnt  to  which  he  had  just  adverted, 
i\¥cm  iwoidd  be  led  to  graze  in  new  pastures,  and  if  they 
fx>uld  get  a  liitle  flesh  upon  their  booes,  it  would  be  happy 
for  thorn.     The  whole  acquisition  which  was  the  1  ^sigu  of 
thiff  singulat  rrguhition  was,  an  annual  inc  tase  of  9000 
racn^and  forthi«tfifty-seven  battalions  weroio  o.  embodied. 
Keaicl  those  with  whom  he  acted  ha<l  long  since  nrclict- 
ed  tlio  measure  must^lw)  followed  by  disa])point.iHMii.  •   but 
however  productive  it  might  have  been,  it  was  the  mo^t 
injurious  mode  that  could  be- adopted. 

Accordirig  to  the  present  system,  the  militia  musi  he  con- 
sidered as  classing  whh  the  ri^idar  army  ;  it  wis,  m  fact, 
an  army  for  home  defiance,,  and  in  this  view  it  couhl  not 
be  carried- to  liiglier  perfectioa  than  the  condition  in  ^^lilch 
we  DOW  saw  it.  it  wus  not  liis  intention  to  interfere  at  all 
with  this  part  of  the  national  establishment,  any  furMi<T 
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than  to  continue  the  suspension.  Whether  at  a  future 
period  it  lYould  be  politic  to  diminish  this  department  of 
our  military  establishment,  might  lie  a  fit  subject  for  sub- 
sequent consideration ;  but  he  \¥Ould  certainly  recommend 
recruiting  for  this  service  on  the  scheme  projected  in 
Ireland,  and  at  a  limited  bounty.  A  measure  bad  been 
suggested,  ivhich  had  at  last  been  settled,  at  least  by  a 
sort  of  common  consent,  that  the  Irish  militia  should  be 
permitted  to  enlist  in  the  line;  this  be  was  disposed  to 
promote,  by  some  regular  and  permanent  arrangement,  if, 
in  conjunction  vith  the  Irish  government,  the  plan  should 
be  approved.  He  must  again  revert  to  the  volunteers,  as 
in  the  great  variety  of  matter  to  which  his  intention  was 
directed,  he  found  it  difficult  to  assign  to  every  observa- 
tion its  proper. place.  He  would  readily  continue  the  al- 
lowance for  clothing  to  the  volunteers  during  the  present 
year,  but  he  wished  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  no 
such  concession  was  intended  to  be  continued.  There  was 
no  subject  in  which  he  concurred  more  heartily  with  many 
intelligent  perscms,  with  whom  he  had  convened,  than  on 
the  monstrous  absurdity  of  giving  to  such  persons  military 
rank.  If  the  troops  of  the  line  were  not  to  have  prece- 
dency in  the  immediate  line  of  their  own  profession,  to 
what  new  state  of  humiliation  were  they  next  to  be  ex» 
posed  ?  How  so  gross  an  error  could  have  been  committed, 
so  revolting  to  all  common  sense  and  ordinary  feeling,  he 
did  not  know ;  he  discerned  nothing  similar  in  the  habits 
or  practice  of  mankind.  Would  it  be  endured  in  this 
place,  that  the  son  of  a  peer,  on  account  of  his  noble  de- 
scent, should  be  permitted  to  claim  precedency  in  any 
motion  he  brought  before  the  House?  Was  a  young 
lieutenant,  whose  parents  possessed  almndance  of  wealth, 
to  he  permitted  to  say  to  liis  superior  officers,  "  I  will 
buy  you  all  out,  and  take  the  command  of  the  regiment?" 
Was  the  sensibility  of  the  regular  army  to  be  so  severely 
wounded,  and  what  was  the  advantage*  to  be  gained  by 
this  violation  of  individual  honour  ?  Was  agentleman, 
who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  most  dangerous  ser- 
vices to  be  plac^l  under  the  controul  of  a  man  who  was 
utterly  ignorant  of  the  duties  of  the  profession  of  arms, 
and  who  Imd  experienced  none  of  the  perils  and  suffering 
to  which  that  honourable  occupation  was  conversant.  In 
future,  he  would  recommend  that  no  volunteer  officer 
should  hold  a  higher  ^auk  than  that  of  captain  ;  that  15, 
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the  Tank  ot  captain,  should  bd  commanded  by  a  volanteer 
olKccr.  lie  had  almost  forgotten  that  he  was  himself  a 
volunteer  officer ;  baton  endeayouring  to  examine  bis  own 
feelings,  aa  his  recollection  was  directed  to  his  own  situ- 
ation iu  that  character,  he  could  not  perceive  that  he  was 
at  all  mortified  at  the  surrender  of  his  new  dignities. 
Titles  and  distinctions  were  becoming  and  valuable  to  men 
in  the  airmy,  but  to  him  who  liad  done  nothing  to  de- 
serve them,  if  not  disgraceful,  they  were  at  least  absurd 
and  ridiculous,  and  he  hoped  his  brother  officers  in  the  vo- 
lunteers would  sec  their  absurdity,  and  acknowledge  their 
misapplication.  The  military  officer  might  exclaim 
a^ain:»t  this  plunderer  of  his  hard-earned  leputation  in 
the  lanfifuagcof  the  dramatic  poet — He 

'*  Takes  from  me  that  which  not  enriches  him, 

"  And  makes  me  poor  indeed." 
He  did  not  think  it  either  a  decent  or  a  politic  regulation, 
that  the  gay  attire  of  the  military  should  be  assumed  by 
the  volunteers;  this  was  among  the  distinctions  which 
ought  to  be  reserved  for  the  former,  and  it  seemed  to  hira 
as  fantastical  that  they  should  wear  this  raiment,  as*  tlmt 
they  should  strut  in  the  array  of  the  King's  footmen,  or  any 
dress  that  pomp  and  circumstance  might  attach  to  parti- 
cular officer.  He  trusted  that  the  good  sense  of  the  vo* 
lunteers  would  lead  them  to  wear  habits  more  modest  and 
economical,  and  that  they  Would  perceive  the  indelicacy, 
if  xLoi  the  folly  and  vanity,  of  aflecting  to  be  the  cha-. 
racter  to  which  they  had  no  just  pretension.  Such  was 
the  general  view  he .  had  taken  of  this  subject,  and  he 
founded  his  project  upon  the  nature  of  things,  and  upon 
the  constitution  of  the  human  mind,  as  far  as  he  could 
form  any  judgment  either  of  the  one  or  the  other.  This 
country  should  not  absolutely  confine  in  the  defence  its 
armies  could  afford ;  it  should  be  able  to  call  forth  the 
population  in  a  way  best  adapted  to  recniit  and^  support 
flic  army  by  the  partial  training  it  would  receive.  These 
seemed  to  him  to  be  the  best  expedients  for  applying  the 
great  mass  of  population  to  the  purpose  of  the  national 
defence.  He  knew  that  a  late  distinguished  statesman  had 
it  in  contemplation  to  introduce  the  great  body  of  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  island  to  this  species  of  array ;  but  what- 
.  ever  might  ]ic  his  sentiments,  it  must  be  attended  with 
many  obvious  advantages.  We  should  then  have  a  re- 
10  gular 
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giibir  army:  in  aid. of  this  vrc  should  have  trained  pra- 
s  intry,  prepared  for  war  wi(h  none  of  the  inconvenioncics 
with  uhich  the  received  mode  of  instruction  was  con- 
stantly attended.  ^  He  would  by  no  means  contend  that 
the  system  was  complete  in  its  parts,  or  certain  in  its  ope- 
ration :  he  proposed  it  only  as  an  experiment,  «rradual  in 
its  process,  but  he  hoped  permanent  in  its  effects.  lie 
trusted,  however,  that  it  was  so  far  unembarrassed^  tlial  it 
would  not  I>e  necessary  that  the  ground  should  be  cleared 
by  successive  acts  of  parliament,  that  the  mist  and  dust  of 
legislative  regulation  would  be  avoided,  and  that  sirapli- 
cify  would  at  least  be  attiiined.  He  was  perfectly  aware, 
when  he  took  a  rapid  review  of  what  he  had  said,  that 
he  had  omitted  much  that  deserved  the  attention  of  the 
House,  but  he  felt  that  he  had  already  intnuled  too 
Ion*!:  upon  its  indulgence,  and  he  would  tletain  it  only  a 
few  moments  more. — [To  two  or  throe  short  hints  from  the 
Oj^l'Osition  bench,  the  right  honourable  secretary  then 
added] — He  did  not  think  the  number  to  be  trained  on  the 
plan  he  had  intimated  would  exceed  300,000  men.  With 
rro-ard  to  the  bounty,  he  did  not  conceive  it  would  be 
hastily  ri^lucetl  by  his  proposals,  or  that  any  immkliate  con- 
spicuous operation  ought,  under  the  present  circumstance?, 
to  be  expected.  He  was  a  little  astonished  at  the  impjitience 
indicate  by  honourable  geiitleraen  opposite  to  him;  he 
believed  their  additional  defence  bill  lay  dormant  in  the 
ground  for  a  long  tin\e  before  it  pj-oduced  a  single  blade; 
for  his  part,  he  would  promise  no  rapid  growth  ;  he  would 
not  ui  the  language  of  quackery  predict  an  instantaneous 
cure  for  all  the  disorders  with  which,  under  long  neglect 
tnnd  mismanagement,  our  military  system  had  been  in- 
fected. To  conclude,  he  would  move  for' a  bill,  which 
was  merely  an  ^ccomrrtodation  of  what  had  been  called 
the  levy  en  masse  bill  of  1^03,  to  the  present  position  and 
circumstances  of  the  country. 

The  motion  was  then  read  from  the  chair,  "  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealimr  the  said  act." 

lAird  Casliaetrs^fi.  However  widely  I  may  differ  in  opi- 
nion from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  most  of  the  positions 
and  co?iclusion8  which  he  has  laid  down,  it  is  not  my  intcn- 
ons  to  resist  I  he  introduction  of  any  of  those  bills  ofwhich  he 
has  given  notice,  and  winch  are  calculated  io  dcvelope  the 
system  which  he  has- this  night  o|M*ne<l  to  the  House; 
l^cithcr  is  it  my  intention  at  present  to  fallow  hinl  throus^-h 
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the  detftils  of  his  long  and  elaborate  statement.  Future 
opportunities  will  be  aflbnli'd,  better  adapted  fr)r  such 
discussions.  It  is  impossible,  however,  upon  a  subject  of 
such  importance,  more  especially  after  the  manner  in 
M'hich  it  has  lieen  treated  by  the  ri^'ht  honourable  gentle- 
man, to  suffer  the  present  question  to  Ik*  put,  without 
troubling  the  House  with  some  g(»ncral  obscTvations  on  the 
ontline  of  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  military  system  of 
the  country.  The  declaration  with  which  the  riglit  hon. 
gentleman  commeiu-ed  his  speech,  viz.  that  the  state  in  which 
he  found  the"" military  estt^blishraent,  on  coming  into  office, 
was  such  J15  to  leave  him  no  other  alternative  but  to 
occupy  himself  with  its  unmcdiatc  revision,  has  left 
me  no  other  choice  but  to  intrude  myself  on  the 
attention  of  the  House;  and  as  an  aggravation  of 
this  provocation,  he  has  chosen  to  attribute  the  surprize 
expressed  by  several  of  my  honourable  friends  near  me, 
as  well  as  myself,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  at  the  yet 
unexplained  and  unintelligible  delay  which  has  occurred 
in  the  production  of  his  scheme,  to  a  consciousness  on  our 
part  that  the  military  defence  of  the  country  was  left  by 
the  late  government  in  q  state  so  defective,  as  to  demand, 
not  only  a  systematic  but  an  immediate  reform.  So  tho- 
roughly convinced  am  1  that  theassuni]>tion  on  which  the 
right  lionourable  gentleman  proceeds  is  wholly  destitute 
of  foundation,  that  I  must  beg  leave  briefly  to  state  to  the 
House  what  the  actual  state  of  the  military  establishments 
was  when  they  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  new  govern- 
ment. Having  preceded  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  the  situation  he  now  fills,  and  having,  under  the  super- 
intendance  and  guidance  of  my  late  right  honourable 
friend,  latterly  administered  the  war  department  of  the  go- 
vernment, I  feel  it  due  not  only  to  myself  but  to  llic 
Honse,  to  bring  before  them  such  a  stfitement  of  the  ac- 
tual situation  in  which  we  left  the  public  force,  as  may 
enable  them  to  judge  as  well  of  the  truth  of  the  charge 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  ventured  ti) 
make,  as  of  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  the  change 
which  he  has  thought  fit  to  propose.  I  am  atlditionalW 
impelled  to  do  so  from  the  anxious  desire  I  must  feel  to 
discharge  what  appenrs  to  me  a  duty  to  my  lute  right 
ht)nourable  friend.  To  no  subject  had  his  attention  and 
exertions  lx?en  more  anxiously  directed  during  the  latter 
*  years  of  his  pubBc  life,  than  to  the  formation  ofan improved 
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military  system,  adapted  to  the  exigences  of  tlie  times  iu 
which  we  live.  It  is  impossible  I  should  not  feel  an  at- 
tempt to  depreciate  and  unjustly  to  degrade  every  thing 
he  had  done,  with  this  view,  as  a  heavy  censure  against 
his  government,  and  a  most  injurious  reflection  upon 
Lis  memoir.  In  this,  as  in  every  leading  feature  of,  his 
political  life,  his  fame  will,  I  am  sure,  be  found  inseparably 
interwoven  with  the  best  interests  of  his  country — ^it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  wound 
the  former  without  exposing  the  latter ;  and  I  am  con* 
vincxjd,  more  especially  on  a  subject  which  for  such  a 
space  of  time  continued  to  occupy  the  undivided  attention 
of  hLs  unerring  mind,  that  I  shall  also  T>est  discharge  my 

f)ublic  duty  by  yielding  to  the  desire  I  personally  feel  to 
lavc  his  exertions  in  tlic  public  service  lairly  understood, 
and  appreciated  by  the  House.     In  discussing  this  qua** 
tion,  there  are  some  general  principles  upon  which  it  will 
be  impossible,  1  apprehend,  e\en  lor  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  and  myself  to  differ.     It  cannot  but  be  consi- 
tlered  as  a  serious  misfortune  for  any  country  to  find  itself 
compelled  to  undertake  a  fundamental  revision  of  any  of 
its  leading  establishments.     If  this  remark  is  generally 
f rue,  it  is  not  less  true  with  respect  to  its  military  estab- 
lishment,and  at  no  time  so  peculiarly  true  as  in  the  midst 
of  war,  and  possibly  at  the  eve  of  a  contest  to  be  main- 
tained on  our  own  ground  with  a  formidable  enemy  for  the 
existence  of  the  country.  .  The  House  must  feel  that  in 
no  slight  case  ought  Parliament  to  be  called  on  at  such 
a  moment  to  bring  into  doubt  and  tjuestbn  every  part  of 
its  military  system,  to  paralyze  the  exertions  of  some  of 
the  main  branches  of  our  public  force,  {is  well  as  the  mea- 
sures alrexidy  approved  and  adopted  by  Parliament  for  the 
rncrwise  of  the  army.      Durini^  the  protracted    pc*.riod 
Mliich  such  adL)Cussion  must  necessarily  occupy,  and  the 
doubis  it  must  occasion,  can  the  House,  or  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  expect  that  the  same  energy  and  spirit 
will  pervade  the  public  force  ?     The  army  impatiently 
Mailinfi^  to  know  the  extent  of  ( ho  indulgences  which  are 
hereafU'r  to  attach  to  the  profession  of  a'soldier  (an  expec- 
tation lia/ardons  to  excite,  in  |>roportion  as  it  is  difficult  to 
^a<i^fy)  ;  the  milhia,  to  know  ihc  extent  of  the  right  hon. 
geiilleinau's  designs  for  reducing  a  force,  he  has  hitherto 
radier  tolerated  than  approved ;  the  volunteers,   whether 
the^  arc  to  be  doomed  to  a  lingering  or  an  immediate  dis- 
solution. 


Qigitized  byCjOOQlC 


APRIL  3.]  MILITARY    DEFENCE.  607 

solution.  In  the  raid^t  of  such  a  complicated  and  exten- 
sive enquiry,  can  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  or  his 
Majesty's  otlier  ministers,  be  equally  qualified  to  discharge 
their  many  other  pressing  duties  ?  Occupied  as  his  mind 
has  been  for  the  two  last  months  in  projects  of  reform, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  may  possibly  have  forgot 
that  he  had  any  other  enemy  to  contend  with  than  the 
opposers  of  his  military  schemes,  or  that  he  had  any  army 
wilhin  his  grasp,  which  could  be  turned  to  the  annoyance 
of  our  real  enemy.  I  press  these  considerations  to  shew 
that  Parliament,  before  it  enters. upon  a  task  in  many  re- 
spects both  difficult  and  perilous,  should  require  those 
who  propose  it  to  make  out  to  their  satisfaction  a  case,  if 
not  of  inevitable  necessity,  at  least  of  strong  and  evident 
expediency,  before  they  call  for  their  interposition  to  tlie 
extent  claimed.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  in 
oj^ening  the  question  to  the  House,  has  been  wholly  silent  on 
the  present  actual  amount  and  composition  of  the  army.  lie 
has  been  as  little  explicit  in  stating  to  the  House  the  i>oints 
in  which  he  considered  it  to  be  inadequate,  and  the  extent 
to  which  he  proposes  to  carry  it.  He  has,  however,  gene- 
rally laid  down  the  expediency  of  endeavouring  to  obtain 
some  considerable* increase  of  that  force  ;  in  this  principle 
I  cordially  agree  with  him.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  not  denied  that  the  "quality  of  the  regular  army, 
so  far  as  it  goes,  is  unexceptionable  on  this  highly-gratifying 
consideration — ^it  is  certainly  only  to  discharge  a  debt  of 
justice  to  the  illustrious  personage  who  now  presides  so 
much  to  his  own  honour  over  that  army,  to  bear. testi- 
mony to  the  zeal  and  indefatigable  exertions  with  which 
he  has  for  a  series  of  years  past  followed  up  its  improve- 
ment. At  no  period  of  our  history  has  tlie  science,  uni- 
formity, and  discipline  of  the  army,  been  comparable  to 
what  it  now  is  ;  and  I  am  sure  I  s|3eak  the  sentiments  of 
the  profession  at  la nijc  when  I  assert,  that  to  the  present 
commander  in  chief  the  British  ajrray  is  indebted  for 
more  solid  improvenient  than  to  any,  or  I  might  say  to  all 
those  who  have  preceded  him  in  that  distinguished  trust. 
But  to  return  to  the  present  state  of  the  army  in  point  of 
numbers,  and  that  the  House  may  fairly  estimate  the  me- 
rits of  that  system,  by  the  operation  of  vliicli  it  has  f)eeri 
brought  to  its  present  standard,  I  am  desirous  of  coni- 
parina:  the  amount  and  composition  of  Uie  army  as  it  stood 
on  the  Ibt  of  January  f80i,  btnng  the  half-yearly  period 
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in  the  papers  on  the  tal)lo,  which  imraecHately  preceded 
Mr.  Pitt's  last  return  to  (Government,  with  that  of  the  army 
as  it  now  stands.  I  select  those  periods  not  to  disparage 
in  any  degree  tlie  meritorious  exertions  of  those  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  office,  whose  measures  for  the  increase  and 
im[>rovement  of  the  army  I  shall  always  contend  ^\cre 
hiirhly  vififoroiis  and  productive,  but  as  forniiag  the  best 
criterion  by  which  the  clToct  of  that  system,  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  explode  and  abrogate,  can  best  be  judged 
of.  Including  militia  and  artillery,  the  gross  strengtli  of 
the  army  at  home  and  abroad  stood  as  follows  in  cflcclivc 
rank  and  file : 

1st  January  1801,  -  -  234,00;i 

1st  March  I80G,        -  -  -    267,554 

Increase      -      3o,549 
The  regular  army,  including  artillery,  as  dii^tinguibhed 
from  the  militia, 

1st  January  1804,  -  148,480 

1st  March  1806,  .  -  W2^r2 

Increase      -      43,886 
.  The  regular  array  disposable  for  general  sci-vice: 
1st  January  1804,  ,       -  115,94T 

1st  March  1806  -  -  165,790 

Increase  -  49,843 
This  statement,  I  trust,  will  establish  to  the  sajtisfactioa 
of  tlie  House  the  important  increase  in  gross  strengdi 
which  our  army  has  received  during  the  last  two  years— 
they  will  likewise  observe,  whilst  the  numbers  of  the  mi- 
litia have  been  reduced,  that  the  relative  strength  of  the 
regular  army  has  been  advanced,  and  that  the  increase  ia 
the  disposable  branch  of  the  regular  army  has.Aeen  still 
n)ore  marked,  beinsf  not  less  than  49,84^  men,'*  or  nearly 
that  of  one-half.  Whilst  I  poncur  with  the  right  honour- 
ai)lc  gentleman,  in  deeming  a  further  augmentation  .of  our 
force  necessary  under  the  present  circumstances  of  tho 
countrjj;,  comparing  the  present  amount  with  that  at  which 
it  formeily  stood  when  at  the  highest,  it  is  impossible  for 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  depreciate  cither  the 
high  condKion  of  our  existing  establishment,  or  the  system 
by  wlii(ih  it  has  bten  so  rapidly  augmented  and  iiu- 
pioved. 
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1st  January  1802,  -  949,il0 

Ist  March  1806,         -  -  267,554     * 

Present  army  more  than  at  any  former 7         ofTiTI 
period,  -  .  -  J        ^^'*^*     •  ^ 

Stich  being  the  actual  strength  and  composition  of  the 
army,  the  next  point  to  be  ascertained  is  the  annual  waste 
to  Tvhich  the  army  may  be  deemed  subject,  and  the  pre- 
siimable^upply  of  recruits  which  may  be  reckoned  on  for 
filling  up  tlie  casualties  therein^  and  qarrying  the  army  for- 
trard"  to  a  still  higher  standard.  Excludmg  the  militia 
from  our  consideration  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  and 
confining  it  to  the  regular  army  alone,  by  the  returns  bo* 
fore  the  House  it  appears  that,  independent  of  any  con- 
siderable loss  of  men  sustained  in  the  field,  the  annual 
average  of  deaths,  desertions,  and  discharges,  for  the  last 
six  years,  may  be  stated  at  about  15,000  men  on  our  pre- 
sent numbers  ;  upon  a  like  average  of  years,  the  ordinary 
tecruiting  in  Europe  for  the  regular^  armv,  exclusive  of 
any  extraordinary  measures  of  supply^  such  as  the  reserve 
and  additional  force  acts,  has  hardly  ever  sufficed  to  cover 
the  actual  waste  of  the  army,  independent  of  tlie  «  •  jmented 
loss  which  may  be  expected  should  any  active  t^Tations 
on  an  extended  scale  be  uitdeitaken.  We  ip«v*t  there- 
fore submit  to  have  our  army  remain  stationary,  if  not  fall 
back  in  point  of  numbers,  unless  we  avail  ourselves  of 
some'extraordinary  means  of  procuring  a  supply  of  m(?n 
over  and  above  what  ordinary  recruiting  has  yet  been 
found  to  furnish,  which  has  continued  for  several  years 
past  to  produce  not  more  than  from  eleven  to  fourteen 
thousacld  men  a  year,  exclusive  of  foreign  recruiting,  lit- 
tle apparently  affected  by  the  operation  of  the  several 
measures  of  competition  and  high  bounties,  however  much 
its  success,  according  to  all  just  reasoning,  ought  to  have 
been  influenced  by  these  caused. 

Before  I  state  the  resources  on  which  his  Majesty's  lat^ 
ministers  relied  for  an  augmfentation  of  the  army,  it  may  be 
right  to  mention,  that  it  was  not  intendt.^,  at  least  for  the 

E resent,  to  pro^^ose  to  Parliaracjit  to  vote  the  army  on  a 
igherestablislmient  in  point  of  numl^rs  than  it  was  taken 
at  in  the  last  year,  but  ii  was  their  sanguine  expectation, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  next  year  they  would  be  able  tcr 
add  not  less  than  twenty-five  thousand  men  to  its  effective 
«trengtb,  by  which  the  present  deficiencies  of  Ibrty-three 
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Their  cbiet'  reliance  for  cfioctini;:  Oiis  important  object 
was  on  tlie  additional  force  act,  under  ati  improved  ma- 
nagement, Mhich  bill  it  is  now  intended  to  repeal,  without 
substituting  any  visible  measure  \^hatever  of  supply  in  its 
place.  An  augmentation  of  about  eight  thousand  men  to 
the  Iribh  militia  was  some  time  since  ordered,  and  is  in 
progress  of  levy,  coupled  wilU  an  arrangement  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament,  by  which  we  had  every  prospect  of 
procuring  for  the  line  a  supply  annually  of  about  four 
^tliousand  men,  to  be  replaced  on  their  volunteering  from 
the  inilifia  regiments  at  the  public  ex  pence.  I  am  rejoiced 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  tlie  right  honourable  gentleman,  \^ 

however  little  I  could  have  expected  it  from  his  pnst  senti-  t 

nients,  upon  rendering  the  militia  auxiliary  lo  the  augmcn-  ( 

trttioTi  of  the  n-^idar  army,  not  to  throw  out  of  his  hands 
this  valuable,  though,  in  comparisrm  with  our  wauls,  very 
limited  resource.  But  the  maui  expectation  of  the  late  go- 
vernment for  augmenting  the  army  rested  on  the  bill. in 
question,  whic^h  gentlemen  on  tlie  other  side,  from  its 
augmented  prmluce,  will  find  it  dilBcult  any  longer  to  de- 
nominate inefTicient.  It  will  Ix*  for  the  House  seriously  to 
weigh  hereafter,  when  the  information  is  printed  and  laid 
l)efore  them,  what  the  value  of  that  n>easure  really  is,  in 
prosj^ect  asa  supply  to  the  army, if  steadily  fostcriHlandsup- 
jxirted,  and  I  trust  they  will  coolly  compare  eveii  its  present 
very  imperfect  produce  with  any  thing  that  can  be  hoped 
for  from  the  merely  speculative  substitute  on  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  builds  for  replacing  it,  viz. 
his  proposition  for  altering  the  term  of  the  soldier's  service, 
accompanied  with  measures  for  the  improvenu^ut  of  his 
condition.  The  ])ill  in  question  has  hitherto  !)ccn  tried , 
under  every  possible  disadvantage.  The  Hoilsc  will  shortly 
have  before  them  a  most  valuable  body  of  information  on 
this  subject,  in  the  re{)orts  from  the  several  inspecting  field- 
oflScers  who  have  comuletcd  a  progress  through  the  several 
counties.  I  shall  only  at  present  request  the  pointed  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  these  reports,  formed  upon  a  personal 
communication  with  all  the  parish-officersof^ the  kingdom, 
and  stating  uiH>n  their  authorities  the  causes  which  havu 
hitherto  impeded  the  execution  of  the  act,  the  im|KHJimeiits 
that  yet  staud  in  the  way  of  itb  execution^  and  the  hopes 
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that  may  fairly  be  entertained,  Tvilh  due  pains,  that  the 
measure  may  be  rendered  adequate  to  all  its  objects.  I 
shall  only  now  ijcnerally  state,  that  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  iny^ection  through  a  great  projmrtiou  of  lue 
kingdom^  the  parish-officers  were  supine,  ana  wholly  igno- 
rant of  their  duty,  or  of  the  provisions  of  the  act ;  in 
many  places  they  had  imagined  government  would  be  bet- 
ter pleased  to  receive  fines  than  men  ;  they  had  understood 
the  mcR  were  to  be  raised  at  the  ex  pence  of  the  parishes, 
and  not  of  the  treasury ;  and  tliat  upon  the  whole  it  was 
better  to  pay  the  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  at  once,  and 
be  released  from  all  further  claims,  tlian  to  pay  a  bounty 
of  twelve  guineas  for  a  recruit,  and  to  remain  answerable 
for  replacing  him  in  case  he  deserted.  The  House  will  be 
informed  of  the  disposition  generally  shewn  by  thep<irish- 
officers  to  profit  by  the  information  thus  given  them,  and 
they  will  observe  from  the  time  this  inspection  took  place,  to 
the  present  time,  being  a  neriod  of  not  more  than  ten  weeks, 
tliat  the  bill  has  produrx?d  abovethree  hundred  men  a  week, 
although  the  prospect  of  its  repeal  has  been  counteracting 
its  operation  cin ring  the  whole  of  that  period. 

I  oidy  wish  the  House  to  consider,  it  under  so  defective 
a  management  this  billlias  alrcaxly  furnished  the  army  with 
about  thirteen  thousand  men,  and  is  now  steadily  pro- 
ducing at  the  rate  of  afiove  sixteen  thousand  men  aVear, 
what  might  not  be  hope<l  for  from  it,  when  instead  of  beuig 
hardly  yet  put  into  force  in  one  half  of  the  counties  in  the 
kingdom,  it  shall  be  gradually  brought  into  general  ope- 
ration ?  I  must  also  request,  that  as  a  measure  of  pressure 
in  point  of  charge  on  the  coimtry,  the  House  will  only 
compare  its  efiects  with  either  the  militia  or  the  army  of 
reserve,  and  advert  particularly  to  the  fact,  that  differing 
from  all  other  measures  for  obtaining  men,  by  due  exertion, 
the  districts  may  discharge  themsel^ves,  by  finding  the  men, 
free  from  all  expenoe  whatever.       ,  - 

On  the  encieased  and  encreasing  produce  of  this  bill, 
"ivith  some  sliglit  alterations,  which  experience  had  sug- 
gested for  its  mtprovement,  we  confidently  relied  for  tne 
jncrense  of  the  regular  army,  and  the  extension  of  the  dis- 
posable branch  of  it;  these  alterations  were  fi»w  and  sim- 
ple, princi])ally '  the  opening  to  the  parishes  a  larger 
district  for  the  levy  of  their  niAi,  accompanied  by  a  r^u* 
lation,  by  which  the  parish  officer  should  be  enabled,  if  the 
recruit  chose  at  once  to  take  the  higher  bounty,  and  en- 
gage for  general,  rather  than  limited  ser^'ice,  to  engage  him 

413  accordingly. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6lt  THE  PARL1AM£KTART   SB«I8TE|U  fC0V« 

accordingly,  being  themselves  ofqourse  entilled  to  the  en^ 
creased  reward  to  which  those  levyhiff  men  for  general  ser- 
vice are  now  entitled.  This,  coupled  with  some  diminiu 
lion  of  the  bounty  on  the  transfer  from  limited  to  unlimited 
service,  diminishing  therebv  the  temptation  to  ]^r5ons 
meaning  ultimately  to  enter  tor  ffeneral  service,  passing  in- 
termediately through  the  limited  service,  and  allowing  the 
pariiihes  three  mouths  instead  of  one  to  produce  their  men, 
before  the  penalties  attached,  it  was  conceived  would 
facilitate  the  parishes  in  raising  their  quotas  without 
encroaching  on  the  general  recruiting  of  the  armjj  or  in- 
ducing those  to  enter  into  the  limited  service,  who  could  be 
induced  by  the" hiphcr  bounty  at  once  tocngagc  for  general 
service.  W  iih  these  afid  some  other  alterations,  calculated 
to  improve  the  operation  of  the  measure,  it  was  the  intention 
of  my  late  right  hon.  friend  to  rest  satisfied  duringtbe  war  ; 
liad  he  lived  to  conduct  the  public  affairs  till  a  peace,  it 
certainly  was  in  his  contemplation  then  to  revise  the  system 
generally,  and  to  make  it  more  applicable  to  one  of  its 
main  objects,  namely,  the  preserving  at  all  times  that  portion 
oft  1)0  a  rniy  for  Hin  iied  service  insucJi  a  state,  ui  time  of  peace, 
though  disbanded,  as  to  afford  an  immediate  resource  to 
the  country  at  the  very  outset  of  any  future  war.  Peace  he 
consiiltTcd  as  the  first' moment  which  could  justify  any 
fundamental  change  in  a  system,  which  had. proved  it^^df 
80  mainly  adequate,  and  there  was  nothing  lie  more  serit 
ously  deprecated  than  extensive  alterations  or  further  expe- 
riments during  the  war. 

The  right  honoumble  gentleman  procaeding  on  Hie  o^ 
posite  principle,  seems  determine  to  leave  notliin^  ua- 
touchea ;  the  form,  shape,  or  extent  of  every  branch  of 
.the  service  is  to  ui^derga  revision,  and  to  be  subjected  to 
change.  To  tlie  large  supplv  of  men  rapidly  wanted  for 
the  extension  of  our  present  i^rce  ;  to  the  chasm  which  i« 
already  occasioned  in  theajrmy  by  inevitable  casualties  liv- 
able to  be  much  increased,  shoQid  the  troops  be  mor^  eni'- 
ployed  in  the  field,  be  has  thought  fit  to  add  the  progres? 
&ive  defalcation  which  must  be  occasioned  by  suffering  the 
militia  to  waste  down  to  the  v^ry  low  cstAblishmept  of  Uiirtj 
thousand  men,  being  eighteen  thousand  for  England  alone 
below  its  present  standard  ;  he  also  dos^res  now  iQ  laj  the 
foundation  of  a  heavy  annual  loss  of  streagth,  which  must 
l)e  pcpasioned  hereafter  in  the  army,  when  the  measuje  f^9 
iipiitinjif  the  tcr^n  qf  service  sl^aU  begiq  to  qperat^.    And 
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'ifhat  docs  he  propose  to  cover  or  counteract  this  obvious 
^aiid  formidable  sacrifice  of  force  ?  Absolutely  nothing  but 
his  speculative  assurance  that  more  recruits  will  be  obtain* 
ed  under  his  n^\r  system,  although  no  change  in  the  mode 
of  recruiting  is  spoken  of;  and  upon  this  ground  alone, 
the  solidity  of  whiph  I  shall  hereafter  examine,  he  call* 
upoir  Parliament,  in  the  midst  of  war,  to  give  up  a  present 
annual  supply  of  sixteen  thousand  men,  capable  of  con- 
siderable extension,  and  to  concur  with  him  in  adopting 
iui)ovations  the  most  serious  in  the  constitutiou  or  the 
army,  '       ^  .        ^ 

To  the  principle  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  sol- 
dier distinct  from  the  proposed  change  in  the  terms  of  his 
enlistment,  if  applied  with  prudence,  I  am  far  from  hav- 
ing any  objection.  So  far  as  >ve  can,  within  the  limits  of 
a  rational  osconomy,  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  soW 
dicr,  and  more  particularly  if  we  cap,  without  immediate 
prejudice  to  his  dihcipline,  hold  out  to  bim  rewards,  to  en? 
prease  in  proportion  as  hU  length  of  faithful  service  may 
add  to  his  claim  upon  the  liberality  of  the  country ;  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  scheme  is  wise  in  itself,  and  mav  be 
productive  of  some  good,  though  I  conceive  the  right  non. 
gentleman  is  disposed  to-expect  much  more  from  its  im- 
mediate effect,  in  inducing  men  to  enter  into  .the  army,  than 
(aither  the  value  of  the  temptation,  or  the  remoteness  of  it« 
operation,  will  in  any  degree  warrant.  Whatever  may 
be,  however,  its  effects,  it  is  unobjectionable  in  principle ; 
but  I  must  beg  the  House  io  re4:ollect,  that  it  is  quite  as  ap- 
plicable to  an  army  cali&tcd  as  ours  now  is,  as  if  the  pro- 
posed change  had  been  effected,  and  that  it  is  in  no  degree 
requisite  to  alter  the  term  of  service  pf  the  soldier  in  order 
to  give  operation  to  this  part  of  the  plan  ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  conceive  it  migtit  bo  amlcd  with  some  effect  as  a  further 
temptation  to  men  to  enter  iiito  the  army.. 

The  alteration  of  the  term  of  the  soldier's  enlistment  is 
a  very  difierent  question,  and  perhaps  amongst  the  most 
serious  and  delicate  in  its  bearings,  which  Parliament  has 
ever  been  called  on  to  discuss ;  it  is  impos5»ible  not  to  feel  it 
to  be  the  more  critical,  as  it  is  one  of  thdse  great  changes  of 
system,  which  once  made,  especially  on  the  principles  con- 
tended for,  cannot  be  undone.  Urged  as  this  measure  has 
frequently  been  by  several  of  those  who  support  it,  parti- 
PU)arly  hy  the  right  bi^noniab}e  gentkman  (Mr.  Fox),  on 
•     •  ground? 
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grounds  connected  with  the  individual  freedom  of  the  sub- 
ject, I  fear  it  is  precisely  one  of  those  steps,  from  which, 
if  taken  in  error,  we  cannot  recede ;  ana  I  do  therefore 
hope,  whatever  may  have  been  the  sanction  given  to  this 
scheme  by  individual  opinions  of  great  authority,  that  the 
House  will  cautiously  weigh  the  grounds  on  %vhich  it  is 
urged,  and  the  effects  to  be  expectt^d  from  it,  before  they 
commit  themselves  to  so  serious,  and,  in  my  judgement,  so 
faalan  innovation  in  the  constitution  of  the  British  army. 
I  own,  much  as  I  look  with  apprehension  to  thq  intro- 
duction of  this  vital  changi^  into  the  service,  my  objections 
arc  infinitely  increases]  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
should  p(*rsi.st  in  excluding  the  existing  army  from  its  ap* 
plication,    whatever  may  be  I  he  precise  terms  of  their 

Kesent  contract,  where  a  great  change  is  to  be  wrought  in 
e  .situation  of  a  si>ldirr,  as  it  is  described,  though  I  think 
iiiitrul}',  as  rcdcrming  him  from  a  sort  of  bondage.  Every 
wibc  priiui|)le  of  liberality  nnd  policy  requites,  that  the 
principle  should  be  applied,  under  proper  quaHfir>af  ions,  io 
those  who  have  the  additional  claim  upon  our  favour,  of 
not  having  l)een  held  back  by  any  consuleration  of  a  per-  • 
Ronal  nature  from  engaging  in  theserviceof  their  country- 
Can  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mean  to  act  towards 
the  British  army  on  principles  of  less  liberality  than  the 
Austrian  government  did  in  the  year  1802,  on  a  similar 
occasion,  towards  the  Austrian  army  ?  It  surely  cannot  be 
wise  to  sufltT  distinctions  to  remain,  capable  of  being  re- 
presented  as  invidious,  and  which  might  have  a  tendency 
to  intriMluce  discontent  and  dissatisfaction  into  an  army  less 
subordinate  and  obedient  than  ours  is.  It  Ls  «»aid  diiferent 
corps  in  the  army  have  at  all  times  servetl  on  diflerent  con- 
ditions and  terms  of  service.  True  it  is  that  diflerent  regi^ 
mentsl  have ;  but  I  believe  the  men  within  tlie  same  regiment 
never  hiive,  without  the  roost  serious  inconvenience.  But 
this  cannot  be  looked  on  as  any  ordinary  change,  or  made 
on  any  ordinary  considerations.  It  is  intendeii  as  a  great 
moral  change  in  the  soldier's  situation,  and  to  be  held  out 
io  the  country  as  such.  Surely  then,  if  it  is  fit  to  be  acted 
upon  at  all,  it  ought  io  be  made  at  least  progressively  to 
attach  to  all  those  who  are  now  in  the  service. 

Before  I  proceed  to  state  my  reasons  for  beine  of  opinion 
that  the  proposed  change,  so  far  from  furnishing  an  ade-^ 
quate,  or  even  an  encreased,  supply  of  men  to  mert;  onr  nQ« 
merous  wants,  will  only  add  an  additional  impediment  to 
our  gelling  men ;  1  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  ac- 
curacy 
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curacy  of  that  description  of  the  soldier's  present  condition 
which  states  it  to  be  an  engagement  for  lite.  It  is  true  his 
dischi^rge  is  not  demandable  of  right,  and  his  engagement 
is  to  serve  his  King  as  long  as  his  Majesty  may  deem  his 
services  necessary  for  the  public  safety.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  every  man  entering  into  the  army  knows,  that  this 
engagement  is  so  qualiiied  by  the  practice  and  nature  of  the 
s(»rvicc,.as  to  render  it  at  least  highly  probable,  tliat  he  may 
obtain  his  discharge,  if  he  wishes  it,  at  a  much  earlier  pe- 
riod than  the  close  of  life — he  knows  that  after  20  or  25 
yeairs  service,  a  discharge,  entitling  him  to  a  pension,  is  in 
practice  never  refused — he  knows  that  in  peace  a  consi* 
derablo  reduction  in  the  army  must  take  place,  and  that  he 
.has  a  fair  chance,  if  he  desires  it,  of  being  indulged  with  his 
discharge — he  know^,  in  time  of  peace,  when  recruits  arti 
easily  obtained  at  a  bounty  of  three  guineas,  either  by  pro- 
curing a  man  to  serve  in  his  room,  or  even  as  an  indulgence^ 
that  his  dis(;harge  may  be  without  difficulty  obtained.  It 
is  therefore  at  least  an  exaggeration  to  speak  of  it  as  binding 
a  man  of  necessity  without  mitigation  for  the  entire  of  his 
life.  But  here  it  may  be  material  to  mark  the  change  wh'ich 
may  be  produced  in  the  essential  character  of  the  soldier  if 
this  plan  be  adopted,  by  habituating  his  mind  to  dwell  con- 
stantly on  a  separation,  at  tlie  end  of  a  given  period,  from 
his  profcssioh,  and  a  return  to  his  family,  or  on  a  new  bar- 
caiu  then  to  be  made.  At  present  nothing  can  be  more  per- 
fect than  the  character  of  our  regular  soldier — ^he  is  brave, 
contented,  and  enterprising ;  why  should  we  be  ingenious 
in  discovering  grievances,  which  he  does  not' complain  of*  i 
But  to  consider  what  the  effect  of  this  regulation  may  be 
in  filling  the  ranks  of  the  army,  it  appears  most  extraor- 
dinary to  me  how  it  should  have  occurred  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  as  likely  to  operate  successfully.  For 
the  last  turee  years  our  endeavours  have  \^een  directed, 
whilst  a  superior  encouragement  was  hpld  out  to  persons 
entering  for  general  service,  to  obtain  the  utmost  UTinxber  of 
men  possible  for  limited  service  in  the  regular  army  ;  this 
was  first  attempted  in  the  army  of  reserve  under  all  the  im- 
pulse of  ballot  and  high  bounties,  and  Litterly  under  the 
additional  force  act.  If  then  we  have  failed  in  obtaining 
an  adequate  supply  of  men,  even  for  a  service  limited  both 
in  time  and  space,  how  can  we  expect,  b}itaking  away  one 
of  tli,esc  limitations,  and  only  enlisting  men  for  general  ser- 
vice, coupled  with  a  period  by  two  years  more  extended 
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in  point  of  time,  io  obtain  a  greater  <rt*«ireR  so  great  a  sup- 
ply of  meir? 

If  the  present  defect  of  our  htmj  ^^as?  that  we  had  not  a 
'sufficiency  of  force  Vmhle  to  be  aetached  abroad,  I  could 
then  perfectly  understand  the  policy,  even  at  some  loss  of 
men,  of  throwing  ttie  entire  of  our  exertion  into  the  levy 
of  that  description  of  force :  but  whilst  we  hnye  165,000 
men  capable  of  being  detached  on  foreiejn  service,  and  out 
means  of  sending  (hem  is  only  limited  by  the  necessity  of 
not  weakening  ourselves  too  much  at  home :  why  .should 
we  desist  from  raising'that  descriplion'of  force  which  is  most 
.  leasily  obtained ;  which,  being  regular,  is  equal  to  any  army, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  it»  officers,  has  not  see»  ser- 
vice; and  which  will  at  once  liberate  4v>r  «>fiensive  opsc^ 
tiorts  a  corresponding  jrt^oportion  of  *thc  army  ? 

It  appearingthcn  to  me  almo^  atnatter of demons(mtio:i, 
<oxcept  so  far  as  the  regnlattori  for  the  improvement  af  a  sol* 
diet's  condition  may  cbtmteract  the  efibct,  an  arrangeoicnt 
Vhlcb  1  have  before  stftted  to  be  as  appKcable  to  tl^  army 
in  its  present  state)  that  the  fichame  intended  must  have  a 
tendency  to  diminish,  rather  than  increase,  oursnpplyvf 
of  recruits  generally ;  I  wish  to  state  the  \&cy  serious  effeict 
the  alterations  of  uic  soldier's  ta*m  of  service  must.tia,vc, 
cither  in  producing,  wheti  it  comes  fetrly  into  opcraiiofi^  a 
large  annual  waste  on  the  army,  in  addition  to  whatootr 
occurs,  or  to  occasion,  at  certain  periods,^  still  more  alarm- 
inff  dcfidency. 

The  right  honourable  genileinan  has  chosen  ioencomxler 
iho  former  difficulty  by  pcrmittifig  the  soldier  to  e|aim  hw; 
discharge  even  in  War,  that  is,  within  six  months  after 
the  expiration  of  any  period,  rather  than  hold  him,  a» 
the  militia  are  now  hdd,  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war» 
By  this  means  he  endeavours  to  avoid,  perhaps,  the  more  se- 
rious danger  to  which  the  country  migtrt  find  itself  exposed 
at  the  end  of  a  war,  l)y  being  left  as  completely  without 
an  army,  as  it  usually  is  ^Ihout  a  miKtia,  but  with  this 
important  distinction,  thativhHstit  issmre  of  obtaining  a 
new  mititia  by  b:illot  in  a  short  space  of  time,  it  is  by  no 
means  sure  of  <A>taining  a  reguter  aofray  by  voluntary  lenlist* 
ments  within  any  period  (hot  fs  <!ompiTfible  with  the  public 
safety.  With  this  danger  st?mng  him  in  the  fecc,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  is  obli*jed  to  incur  all  the  iaconvcr- 
Dience  oiF  a  declining  artny  in  the  midst  of  wHf ;  all  thfe 
dilBcttUics  of  sending  men  ^home  itoxn  6ur  ^tantvpos*. 
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sessions  to  be  disclinrgcd,  and  0/  rclie.ving  them  at  great  in- 
coaveniencc  to  the  public  service,  and  the  not  less  serions 
«*vilof  haviu^i;  the  good  fitith  of  government  towurds  the 
soldier  brought  int<>  discredit,  if  all  this  perplexed  operation 
cannot  h-c  ft^p^iilarly  and  immediately  carrieid  into  execution 
durifig  hoiytiliticb*. 

What  the  inconreniehce  of  the  soldiers  being  Entitled  io 
their  discharge  at  the  end  of  eAch  period  during  a  war,  is 
likelt'  tq  ptovc  upon  experience,  may  best  be  juaged  of  by 
recoucctiiig  how  embiirrdssing  this  system  was,  some  years 
back,  found  to  he  in  the  militia,  notwithstanding  the  great'- 
comparative  facility  of  dismissing  and  replacing  the  men, 
when  serving  at  home.  This  led  to  the  adoption  both  of " 
nn  extetisiou  of  the  period  of  service  and  the  continuance  of 
1  he  inlistment  dating  the  war;,  the  perpetual  MuctUation  of 
the  mililia  was  thus  avoided,  but  the  conscqucnCb  upon  a 
])Cttce,  KotAvithstanding  tlKJ  law  enjoins,  that  a  proposition 
fo  re*inli.sl  fora  further  term  shall  be  made  to  each  man  pre- 
Tioiis  to  his  being  disembodied  has  been  found  to  be,  that 
but  a  small  pn>portion  of  the  men  re-engage^  and  that  the 
regiments  are  principally  composed;  when  re^asscmbled,  of 
nutiliined  recfuiis.  *  . 

The  small  prQj)ortionof  the  men  tc-inlisting  in  tbemilitia, 
I  apprehend,  on  an  average,  not  exceeding  from  a  sixth  to 
an  eighth  of  the  whole,  lead*  to  another  very  serious  view  of 
this  question.  It  is  probable  that  soldiers,  when  stationed  ^ 
abroad)  being  at  the  moment  removed  from  their  homes, 
and  from  domestic  impressions,  may  re-inlist  in  greater 
numbers;  but  presuming  that  the  option  will  not  many 
case  be  put  io  the  men,  which  I  think  it  cannot  possibW 
be,  consistent  with  the  professed  principles  of  the  plan,  till 
towards  the  close  of  the  period,  I  see  no  reason  to  sup** 
jjosc*  that  the  soldiers  belonging  to  the  regular  armjr  sta-  ' 
tioned  at  home,  will  not  be  nearly  as  prone  to  take  their  dis«  . 
charges  rather  than  re-inlist,  as  the  substitutes  in  the  mi<* 
litia  are  found  to  be,  who  at  present  compose  nine-tenths 
of  iliat  force.  If  then  to  the  existing  casualtilesof-the  army 
this  heavy  annual  drain  be  added^  and  if  we  also  consider 
that  we  want  at  this  moment  not  less  than  25,000  men  as, 
an  augmcfttation  to  our  present  army,  and  shall  have  gra- 
dunllv  to  replace  with  a  regular  army  the  18,000  militia, 
wliicfi  are  \o  be  j)ermitted  to  tail  off;  is*  it  not  idle  to  fac« 
such  a  demand  without  any  one  substantial  substitute  for 
that,  which  it  is  now  proposed  »haU  be  reliuquished? 
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If  the  proposal  bf  the  right  boh.  gpntleman  i$  not  sus^ 
fainabic  in  dfjBrumcnt,  I  apprenend  it  is  as  little  warranted 
in  fair  analog}'  by  tlie  existing  practice  of  any  other  great 
European  ramtary  power-^tic  general  plan  of  zmlitury  ser- 
vice in  Prussia  (Iocs  not  countenance  it — that  of  Russia 
affords  as  little  sanction — it  is  true  Austria,*  after  the  treat  j 
of  Campo  FormiO)  passed  an  ordinance  tliat  sucii  a  ^stoa 
should  take  effect  from  a  period  then  some  years  i^emdte^ 
Itf  certahily  if  as  not  in  force  in  the  Austrian  etrmy  in  its 
best  days,  nor  do  I  believe  it   has    as  yet  been  acted 
upon ;  and  y/e  certain!^  knonr  that  no  such  regulatidtt  af 
present  prevails  in  the  French  army.     The  only  pri^cttient 
at  all  in  lK>int  tliat  I  have  heard  of,  is  that  of  Old  France 
during  tiie  monarchy.    The  French  army,  I  have  under* 
derstrad,  was  then  kept  up  by  voluntary  iplistment,  and 
the  soldiers  wereinrolled  for  ft  term  of  years,  more  extend- 
ed, however,  than  that  ilow  proposed.    Bat  I  tdust  b^  to 
protest  against  France,  even  at  that  time,  bein^  considefed 
as  in  any  degree  a  parallel  case.    Her  population,  in  pro* 
pprtion  to  those  serving  in  her  army  and  navy,  wafi^entiy 
double  what  ours  is.    Her  people  were  poor,  little  incVis- 
trious,  and  prone  to  a  military  lifew    She  had  cornpara- 
tively  few  colonies  to  protect,  and  a  considerable  tomual 
army  in  existence,  to  whom  the  regulation  in  <pie^ioii  iKd ' 
not  apply.  ^  Her  army  in  peace  and  in  war  was  mofe  Mual 
in  numbers^  than  ours  is ;  in  short  she  had  none  of  the  diffi« 
culties  to  contend  with  in  raising  and  supplying  ber  ajrmy 
which  we  have,'  and  in  that,  as  in  all  despotic  gt)vaii« 
inents,  the  experiment  might  more  sufi^ly  be  ma(k,  as  tba 
sovereign  had  always  Hie  power  of  military  coiiscrmtioli, 
either  actually  in  operalion  to  fill  up  Ihe  deficiencies  in 
the  .public  force,  or  the  ri^bt  to  recur  to  it  if  necetau^. 

So  far  as  a  pr(*ccdcnt  tor  it  has  been  attempted  to  b6 
found  in  any  part  of  the  practice  of  this  country,  the  re- 
ference has  rather  been  unfortunate,  if  it  wus  meant  to 
Srove  thereby  that  the  ranks  of  the  army  would  be  imme- 
lately  filled  by  the  adopting  of  such  inducement.  It 
certainly  is  true,  that  the  East  India  company  were,  for 
a  number  of  years,  in  the  habit  of  levy ing  men  to  serve 
in  their  European  regiments  abroad  for  the  term  hf'sevcik 

fears  ;  but  it  k  not  less  true,  although  service  id  the  &sl. 
ndics  is  ^enentlly  popular,  that  as  an  inducement  it  did 
not  in  this  instance  biKratc  to  fill  their  battalto^;  ^  the 
co^itrary,  they  were  always  peculiariy  weak  ia  tttuflbersy 
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mnd  ineipScient,  and  were  nearly  all  reduced^  expressly  on 
this  account,  during  Lord  Corhwallis^s  first  governmcilt  in 
India. 

The  advantages  vfhich  the  ri^ht  hon.  ,^ntleman  wishes 
to  derive  from  it  as  counteracting  desertion,  seem  to  me 
also  venr  much  exaggerated,  if  not  wholly  unfounded.  In 
part  of  his  argument,  though  with  a  diflerent  view,  he 
adverted  to  the  great  member  of  desertions  which  had  taken 
plac^  in  the  men  raised  under  the  acjditipnal  force  act;  yet 
ihf«e  are  men  raised  for  limited  service.  If  the  returns ar^ 
cc^amined,  above  one-fonrth  of  the  whole  desertions  of  the 
army  wiU  be  found  to  have  taken  place  from  amongst  the 
men  raised  in  limitixl  service,  although  the  total  numbers  of 
that  description  of  force  do  not  compose  above  one-eighth 
of  Ihe  wImhc  regular  army-  .  I  do  not  quote  this  fact  with 
a  viev  of  maiutaiiiinj;  that  the  men  being  engaged  for  a 
term  of  years  disposcsi  them  the  more  to  dcwrt ;  all  I  con-  - 
tend  ]£,  that  it  does  not  materially  prevent  them;  And  I  l)e- 
lieve  i^  will  be  found  thrtt  desertion  is  always  most  frequent 
amongst  new  levies,  whatever  may  be  their  eiigagcmenf ; 
anc)  ia  this  respect  the  right  hon.  gentlemah^s  system  will 
rather  tend  to  multiply  desertions,  by  matcrTally  increasing 
in  th^^army  Uie  number  of  recruits  in  proportion  to  the  old 
seasoned  soldiers,  who  seldom  are  found  to  desert. 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  part  of  the  plan^  I  see  nothing 
bnt  hazard  and  inconvenience.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
mav  perhaps  comrort  himself  with  the  reflection  that  the 
evib  predicted  cannot  fyi  felt  in  his  day,  and  he  may  leave 
the  future  war-minister,  seven  years  hehrf»,  to  provide  as 
he  can  agaiast  the  efiects  of  this  .fa'al  retlemplion  of  his 
pwn  pledges ;  bu,t  in  the  view  of  Parliament  this  will  aiPord 
but  poor  consolatbn,  if  the  principles  of  weakness  and 
decay  are  thereby  to  be  deeply  implanted  in  the  con.sti<u- 
tion  of  the  army.  I  am  sure  it  car\not  fail  to  weigh  on 
the  judgment  of  the  House,,  that,  all  the  first  impress 
sipns  of  my  la'e  ri<;ht  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  were  strongly 
\n  favour  of  ihe  iulLstmqnt  for  a  term  of.  years,  yet  lie 
never  felt  himself  justified  in  acting  upon  them ;  his  senti- 
ments to  this  iflTect  were,  it  will  1m;  recolli*cted,  distinctly 
staled  to  the  Ifouse,  and, he  pledged  himself  to  have  lh«? 
iubject  fully  considerefj.  The  written  opinions  of  the 
inost  experienced  officers  in  the  armv  were  accordingly  ob- 
tained ;  and  ujiou  the  fullest,  consideration  of  (he  %Thole  of 
theisubject^  divided  as  those  authorities  were  upon  it,  Mr. 
j?itt  apprized  the  House,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  m-s- 
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sion,  that  he  dixl  not  feel  himself  warranted  in  proposin^r 
the  measure  for  adoption.  I  certainly  have  the  means  pf 
-  knowing,  thathis  matured  persuasion  was^ that  so  long  as  our 
regular  arroy  presented ,  as  it  does  at  present,  to  those  ^h^ 
.  prefer  limited  servtre,  a  facility  of  entering  for  such,  that 
the  more  gcucnil  change  could  not  possibly  giv^  us  many 
additional  men,  whilst  the  execution  of  the  measure  might 
be  attended  witli  considerable  complexity  atid  inconyefii- 
Dnce,  and  that  his  final  determination  was  taken  not  (6  pror 
poe»e  (q  Parliament  tills  change  in  our  military*  s^^stem. 

A  few  words,  Sir,  betbre  1  close,  pn  the  volunteers  and 
the  proposed  conscription,  under  tlic  levy  en  masse  art. 
I  much  lament  tlut  the  right  hon,  gentleman  has  not  bcra 
more  candid  and  explicit  on  this  part  pf  his  plan.     I  cer- 
fetnly  aiK  not  disposed  to  object  to  any  prudcul  retrench- 
.  jnent  which  C£in  now  be  made  iu  the  voliijiti*er  expendif  ure, 
and  see  no  reason  why  the  corps  first  raised  and  authorized 
to  parade  80  days  in  the  year,  naving  already  attained  con- 
siderable perfection  in  discipline,  may  not  bf  reduced  to  thf 
general  level  of  other  corps  in  the  numbers  of  theirdays  of  rx- 
(<rcisc.  Ncithershould  I  object,  as  &r  as  thesamecan  he  done 
without  breaking  in  upon  the  assurance  given  by  his  Ma- 
jesty to  the  several  counties,  that  the  defence  act  wbuM  not 
be'  put  in  ibrce  so  long  as  their  quota  of  volunteers  was  kept 
complete,  to  the  training  a  proportion  of  class-men  m  as 
to  be  designated,  and  ready  to  jom  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
army  in  case  of  invasion ;  but  I  cannot  accept  this  species  of 
ftrray  as  a  substitute,  either  for  the  VolqnteerB  or  the  vrgiilar 
army,  and  although  they  might  prove  in  the  event  of  apro- 
tracted  campaign  in  these  islands  a  valuable  source  of  supply 
to  the  latter,  yet  they  cannot  enable  us  to  dispense  i^ilh  the 
3perraancnt  employment  of  a  single  regular  soldier.  The  fate 
of  l#ondQn,  in  case  of  invasion,  must  be  decided  long  be^ 
fore  thrsc  scattered  fragments  can  be  ooUectod  or  incoq>o- 
rated  with  the  army,  and  the  scale  of  our  defence  must  be 
kept  up  altogether  inde|)endant  of  this  resource. 

What  I  do  complain  of  is,  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  has  not  adopted  towards  the  vohmtem  a  more  manly 
line  of  <:anduct,  and  one  more oonsonantlp  what  tlieir  past 
merits  entitle  them  to  claim  at  his  hanj^  I  cannot  but 
consider,  from  every  thing  that  has  h^n  stated,  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  known  and  deidldiRd  sentiments  on 
the  volunteer  institution  itself,  that  his  decided  purpose  is 
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indirccily  and  fyradu^lly  fe  get  rid  af  (hcmj  %ehas  told  u^ 
lie  means  to  dcpriVn  them  of  -iHthe  principal  means  bf 
"vrHicfa  discipline  and  legalarity  is  now  presterve^  afnon«:st 
fhiii  body ;  that  lie  means  to  Ioosmhi  and  relax  Uicir  disct« 
plioe,  not  to  preserve  or  improve  it.  Can  ilJbesttppoaed, 
or  expected,  that  the  volunteers,  ivhatpver-may  Iw  their 
zeal,  if  they  arc  to  be  stript  of  every  thinp^  %vhich  is  cal- 
culated to  mark  the  interest  which  the  legislature  takins'in 
their  conservation  and  improvement,  ivill  long  continneto 
ex'.»t  as  it  were  merdy  bv  sufferance,  in  a  stale  of  neglect 
and  decay,  which  ca!i  neither  be  productive  of  this  honour 
to  themselves  or  service  to  Tneir  country,  which  they  have 
hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  contcmplatin«j  as  thcgruUfy-* 
inp:  result  of  their  cxettio'^s  and  sacrifices. 

RememlK'Ting  the  bitter  and  deliberate  inTex:tives  repeat- 
edly uttered  by  the  right  hon.  |r-ntlcmau  a^^alnst  theyolun- 
tc«»r  system,  not  less  pointed  ni^ainst  their  military  consti- 
tution, than  their  general  tendency  to  render  every  thing 
internal  less  secure,  I  did  hope,  hearing  it  rumoured  that 
the  institution  was  yet  to  survive  his*reMirn  to  office,  thrtt  I 
fehould  harve  had  to  congratulate  the  hon.  gfntleman'  on 
bgatn  fairly  making  a  sacrifice  of  his  past  opinion  to  those 
ot  his  colleagties  in  the  government.  JJut  it  appears  to'me 
that  h^  is  proceeding  on  a  less  open,  but  not  on  a  less  ef- 
fectual course,  to  execute  his  former  purposes.  I  do  trust, 
however,  thelfouoe  tiill  reject  this  most  equivocal  and  un- 
becoming line  of  policy  towards  a  Iwdy  of  men  who  have 
^uch  claims  on  the  pttblic  gratitudcj  and  that  they  will 
cither  support  the  volunteers  in  an  efficient  and  honourable 
shape,  or  if  they  think  they  can  replace  them  by  any  other 
description  of  force  more  likely,  in  projjortion  to  tho 
charge,  to  protect  the  country,  that  they  will,  in  a  direct 
and  manly  manner,  return  them  theit  thanks  for  their  past 
services,  and  at  once  release  them  from  their  engagements. 

From  most  of.  the  leading  features,  of  the  right  hon^ 
gentleman's  schemes,  for  the  reasons  stated,  I  hnve  no  he*- 
sitatiqirin  cj^ressing  my  most  poiiite<l  dissent.  I  consider 
home  of  them  as  fijcblc  and  inefficient,  and  others  as  likely  ' 
to  prove  injuHous,  if  not  fatal,  to  the  l)est  interests  of  the 
army.  \Verc  his  plan  e\rcn  preferable  in  some. respects  to 
what  now  exists,  I  should  deem  it  Iwth  unwise  and  unsafe 
to  select  the  present  moment  for  introducing  so  extensive  a 
change;  but  where  the  innovutions  apivar  ])regnant  with 
Hanger  in  themselves,  aod  in  their  nature  hardly  reparable 
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if  once  made;  .where  th/e  whole  process  upon  a  scheme  of 
4estroyii^g  what  is  now  efficient,  i^pon  slighi^inroiuids  of  ob^ 
jectioQ,  without  aay  attempts,  at  substitution  in  itsroom^ 
J  cannot  hesitate  ia  deeming  i^  my  duty  to  mist,  aff  fiur  at 
depends  on  ise^  so  dangerous,  an  attempt;  and  heie  I 
catindt  hesitate  to  eatpiess  my  confident  persutuHon,  had  hia 
Majesty's  late  ministeisi^mainedin  power,  that  they  woidd 
have  been  at  present  occupied  in  directing  the  powerful 
an^,  which  the  country  actually  possesses,  against  the 
enemy's  most  vulnerable  poinls,  instead  of  wasting  their 
owii  time,  and  that.X)f  tnc  House,  in  unnecessary  and 
hazardous  experiments  on  the  constitution  of  the  pdblic 
i^rijq-  • 

I  shall  close  jfh»i  I  have  feU  itmy  dut^  to  offsr  to  (he 
/M)n$ideratioa  of  the  House  on  the  pmeift  important  q«iei«t 
tipa,  by  shortly  referring  to  what  fell  fton^  me  on  a  formap 
night's  debate,  with  respect  to  the  state /and  condition  -ia 
which  the  governmentyin  allits  leadingbcanch^,  has  pussed 
intp  the  bands  of  bis  Mcuesty's  piesent  servants.  Tne^*' 
dignant  manner  in  which  the  right  honoumble  gcntkmUy 
^  at  th^  outset  of  his.  speech,  supported  by  hia  coUetgnosy 
ie^nii^  to  refer  to  what  thea  passed,,  makes  me  th^  moia 
desirous  of  repeatii^it^  as  not  inapplicable  tq  the  pieaont' 
discussion:  (certainly  was  not  then,,  nor  an).  I  now,  .d&ir 
posed  eitlier  to  undervalue  or  to  disguise  the  many.an^ 
serious  difficulties  the  government  have  io  straggle  against^ 
more  especially  in  their  external  rdations,  reduo^  as. 
ike  greater  part  of  the.  contment  now  is  under  theabsoii 
lute  powe»of  France;  and  no  one  can  feel  more  desicoua 
than  myself,  of  strengthening  tlieir  hands  to  the  utmost^ 
that  they  may  be  enabled  the.  better  to  bear  up  against  these 
difficulties;  but  I  must  contend  that,  with  respect  to  all  tiie 
main  and  lead  ing  ieatures  which  constitute  internal  strength, 
and  a£>rd  the  best  means  of  successful!  v  prosecuting  the 
war  to  an  honourable  conclusion,  no  administration  eiver 
fiaiund  themselves,  on  their  cominj^intQ  office,  in  a  more, 
^oipmanding  situation.  The  noble  lord  (Lord  II.  Petty )^ 
has  found  a  revenue  highly,  and  progressively  -  produc** 
live.  Public  credit,  si)ch  aa  to  enable  him  to  borrow 
forthe service  of  tlie  year  on  terms  liiglily  advantageous 
tp  the  public;  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  countsy, 
sucli  as  to  admit  of  his  a«(Qpting  tiie  manly  resolution  of 
raising  a  larcre  additional  proportion  of  the  supplit^s  within 
the  year.    The  noble  lord  (Lord  Howick)  nas  found  a 
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navy,  on  the  tnnnben  and  efficiency  of  which  it  is  as  littW 
neeesmy  for  me  to  comnieiit,^  as  upon  their  late  unriyalled 
achierements.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wind-' 
ham)  has  found*  an  army  exceeding  hy25fl00  men  th<s 
ffreatest  army  the  coutiti^  einer  before  pussessedi  and  of  a 
description  which  qualifies  them  to  Ailfil- every  wish  their 
■OTemgn  can  fbrm  with  respect  to  their  exc^tioAs,  if  their 
character  and  constitution  ia  not*  broken  down  hf  incon-^* 
siderate  and  specnlatire  innovations.    'I  bgain  repeat,  Alt- 
the '  government  has  great  difficulties  to  surmount^  but 
they  ariae  Arom  causes  which  mv  late  right  faonourabte' 
fdekdj  and  those  who  acted  with  him,  had  neither  the' 
power  nor  the  means  io  regulate  or  control.     WhateVeit 
was  immetliately^ifider  his  own  guidance  has  beensucoens*' 
fully  donductcd ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert,'  that  on* 
aH  the  essential  points  above  allude  %0y  viz^  the  ftuaneest 
the  navy,  and  tne  armv,  compared  WHb  the  diffltJUUies 
and  emmrrassinents  under  whicli  they  are  disposed  to  re^ 
I^nesent  themselves  as  takh^  the  ffovertiment,  the  pfeseM' 
administration  may  be  considered  as  on  a'  bed' bf  toses. ' 
I  trust  the  House  will  pointedly  discourage  any  aittrinf^^ 
to  tamper  with  our  establishments  at  such  a  eri^is,  Wftimi' 
rd^ite  nothing  but  time  and  perseverance  tti  iienider  'than  ' 
equal  to  any  purpose  we  can  have  in  viei^.    9fd  ed^ 
cbllfaig  for  any  fundamental  change  has  yet  bem  made 
out,  and  unto  such  necessity  shall  be  made  more  evident^' 
every  cohsidemtion  fbrbid«  the  entc^g  upon  so  haaardou& 
M  experiment. 

'  Mr,  Seerdary  Fc>5f*— I  rise,  Siry  to  make  a  libw  vbser* 
valions  otf  what  has  ffallen  from  the  noble  lord,  and' 
which  appearBio'me  jio  extraordfnaty,  that  I  could  not 
have  imagined  that  any  humaii  nerves  weie  -suffident  t4>' 
enable  any  one  gravely  to  make -such  assertionsf  as  he  has 
hazarded.  He  has -told  us  that  tlie  coun'^ry  is  now  placed 
in  such  a  state  of  proud  spl^endor  and  universal  prospe-' 
rky,  as  never  httUi  been  handed  over  by  any  ministry  to 
their  successors.  Gracious  God !  and  in  what  does  this 
prosperity  ^of  w*hich  he  boasts  consist?  Undoubtedly  th^ 
iiavy,  by  the  most  unparalMed  gallantry,  and  the  most 
wonderful  success,  even  beyond  human  calculation,  is  in 
a  smtD  in  whicir  the  ta^k'of  my  right  hon.  friend  near 
nae  ia  comparatively  eaf?y.  But  may  it  nol  be  questioned,' 
whether  all  the  merit  is  duc-to  the  last  board  ?  Nay,  whe« 
Iher^  with  a  reference  to  the  futurt;  supply  and  maiuteoMice 
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of. the  navy 9  every  'thing  is  quite  so  meritorious  .as  tlie 
nohie  lord  aaserts?  But  of  (be  splendid  viclorks  ai- 
chievedy  is  the  whole  crctlit  to  be  concentrated  iu  (he  liu>i 
eighteen  months  ?  Is  none  due  to  that  board  of  adiniraUy 
at  which /^(ird  St.  Yiocent  presided;  none  due  to  those 
'Wko  sddcled  and  appointed  t^hose  oflicers.'  The  noble 
lord^  in^d,  dcfenqed  Lord  Si.  Vincent  too ;  but  it 
'  €a^H<^  Ipe  d^iod  that  many  of  his  friends ,  cntcrtaiacd 
agtfirist  thai  gidlant  oHicer  n»  strong  prejudices  as  ever  ex« 
istpd  in  the  nuivd^  of  men.  But  after  meutipuiu^  the 
ns^vy^  I  f}0  not  know  that  the^  is  a  single  point  on  Avhich  1 
cmi  subscribe  to  the  noble  lord's  representation  of  the 
Gauntry. '  Is  it  in  the  fii)ancos  that  >vc  arc  to  sec|c  for  ^he 

eot^f&i  .Becaiise  (h^  last  administration  ^aid  very  heavy 
krdeii3Q9  th^^publiC)  did  thiit  facilitate  tlie  I«Yii)g.en 
tliose^new  bUrdetks  my  lioble.frieuil  near  me  found  it  his  duty 
U>,  pKopo$^.?  It; is.  tri^  >ve  have  fprly -three  millions  of  reve- 
ane;  4n|t  id  it  .very  ponsplalory  .that  we  have  an  cxpendi-* 
tf^e  of  forty-throe  pillions  ?  Is  t\ici^  no  relation  between 
thjpse  jf)6j9cts  i'  Or  i^>it  a  proof  of  prosperity  that  our  taxes 
ase  en9fmous>' tbough^they  aie  borno  witli  cheerfulnfiSB, 
b^aiifie  .  they  may,  be.  necessary  ^  Does  the  jnoble  lord 
ajipoiltolfetaaid.  a^  that  with  thes^ateof  nhichth*rcift 
cva-y  irea^on  ^  be  proud  ?  I&  India  in  the  best  possible. 
Mif^f  q/i^'M  p/osperOMs  and  tranquil  I  W  here  ti^esi  is  tbc 
^f  ..Wd  pf  re^es"  to  ^hich  we  have  succeeded  ?  Hcal(y  it  is 
ipiulting  (o  iell  mp  I  aip  on.a  bed  of  rofies  when  x  kA 
myself  torn  and  stung  by  brambles  and  nettles.  But,  as 
faf  as  regafdfl  this  ccmntry  itself,  >Te  arc  in  a  stuti;  of  pros- 
perity. •  But  smrely,  you  ought  to  consider  Uie  .diflicuU 
tiesariijing  from  oilier.. countries  as  making  part  of  our 
Mtiiation..  .  The  nol>le  lord  must  admits  that,  to  use  the 
phrase  of  one  of  his  colleagues,  ^^  the  continent  is  not  ia 
a, very  satisfactory  state."  The  noble  lord,  however, 
tells  us^  that  having  sncceeded  to  such  ^  excellent  i^tate 
of  things,  it  must  b<^  our  own  fnult  if  we  do  not  carry  on 
idFairs  well.  D;)es  the  noble  lord  then  think  that  tlav-e 
i9  a  rational  prospect  cither  of  au  honourable  and  hatisfu;« 
tory  peace  ;  or,  that  we  [possess  the  n^eans  of  so  carrying 
on  the  warns  to  compel  our  enemy  to  agree  to  ])eace;  or 
that  UP  have  the  prospect  of  weakening  and  reducing  his 
I>ower?  If  tlie  naWe  lord  thinks  these  majttcrs  easy,  I 
sliouk!  be  very  happy  to  hav«.  his  advice  on  the  subject. 
Whelhor  the  hvst  cinipaigu  was  wisely  conducted  on  our 
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pclrt ;  whether  the  exertions  made  and  the  coiiccfrt  ^fiected 
were  such  as  could  attain  a  fair  chance  of  success,  I  da 
not  at  present  discuss ;  but  sureljr  the  events  of  that  cam-^ 
pai^n  were  such 9  as  by  no  means  to  facilitate  our  efforts^ 
and  lighten  our  task.  Unless,  like  the  parish  bill,  the 
pood  cflecls  of  the  late  campaign  are  not  to  be  apparent 
for  a  long  time,  I  must  confess  that  I  see  nothing  in  it 
that  is  not  disastrctas  to  the  country,  and  embai^rassing  to 
the  government.  Nay,  I  would  ask  the  noble  lord, 
whether  the 'communication  of  papers  by  himself  and  hi^l 
colleagues  has  not  added  to  oUr  difficulties  ?  If  he  doubta 
it,  lethim  cpme  to  my  office^  and  I  will  shew  him  doeu* 
inents  from  different  ministers^  which  will  prove  how  muck 
that  has  contribttted  to  our  embaitossnlienf^.  '  But  th^ 
noble  lord  does  not  think  proper  to  come,  to  our  offices  ; 
and  here  I  cannot  help  saying,  that  his  declining  to  coma 
is  in  some  respects  criminal.  He  talked  as  if  it  had  beeii 
the  intention  of  the  late  ministers  to  have  made  an  attack 
6n  some  of  the  enemy's  vulnerable  points.  In  taking  cre^ 
dit  for  the  success  of  such  a  project,  I  must  confess-  tha 
noble  lord  seemed  to  boast  tiither  too  much  of  what  might 
have  been  the  event.  But  he  spoke  as  if  something  par^ 
ticular  had  Been  in  View;  If  there  was,'  I 'do  ibink 
that  ft  was  the  noble  lord's  duty  to  tell  the  king's  .go* 
vernment  where  the  enemy's  vulnerable  points  were.  H 
has  ever  been  my  practice,  if  I  had  any  Information,  to 
give  it,  whoever  were  ministers,  that  it  might  be  acted 
upon  if  useful ;  and  I  confess  I  should  have  e^ihpedted  thd 
noble  lord  to  have  done  so.      We  certainly  should  ba 

fjlad  to  know  what  vulnerable  points  the  noble  lord  be* 
ievcs  could  be  attacked  with  success.  If,  bohvever,  he 
means  only  that  they  would  have  made  some  diversion,  t 
am  not  so  sorry  that  the  noble  lord  withheld  his  advice! 
'After  what  they  did  last  campaign,  when  Jwo  armies  were 
sent  to  different  quarters,  where  they  were  of  no  use,  and 
where  they  never  rtiade  any  diversion  of  the  enemy's  forces^ 
I  have  very  little  hppes  that  the  noble  lord  would  have 
given  us  much  instruction  as  to  useful  diversions  now.  I 
trust,  however,  that  though  the  noble  lord  has  told  ufl 
that  we  have  only  to  leave  things  as  they  are,  that  we  hava 
only  to  maintain  the  prosperity  we  found,'  the  House  will 
have  the  candour  to  judjje  of  us  by  our  conduct-,  and  wiB 
bear  in  mind  the  difficulties  we  have  to  encounter  in  the  re»* 
lative  situation  of  the  country  to  our  enemy^  that  most  im« 
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nave  an  understanding  so  formed,  as  to  be  utterly  inca- 
pable of  conceiving  any  relation  between  objects.  He  sair 
nothing  but  a  large  revenue,  but  saw  nothing  of  the  large 
debt.  He  talks  of  a  large  army,  but  he  cEics  not  coo- 
sider  that  our  enemy  has  an  arm^,  a  very  large  army. 
Surely  it  is  not  enough  to  tell  us  ot  an  array  larger  than  in. 
Queen  Anne's  time,  or  even  in  the  American  war,  when 
the  relative  stateof  circumstances  is  so  wonderfully  changed. 
t  idight  then  quit  this  part  of  the  subject,  srying,  that  the 
$tate  of  the  country  is  almost  in  every  point  directly  the 
leverse  of  that  described  by  the  noble  lord;  but  I  would 
ask  fumj  whether  that  most  prosperous  state  of  the  country 
bad  all  arisen  between  May,  1804,  and  February  6th, 
1806  ?  The  noble  lord  himself  may  claim,  tiie  merit  of  the 
prosperity  of  both*  But  will  some  of  those  very  near  him 
(Messrs.  Canning,  Rose,  &c.)  agree  as  to  the  proud  situ- 
ation of  the  country  in  May,  1804  ?  N^^y,  would  not  the 
assertion  have  appeared  strange  to  that  right  hon.  person 
on  whose  memory  the  noble  lord  has  frequently  drawn  this 
evening  I  Was  it  prosperous  in  1804  ?  and  what  is  the 
diflbren^e  in  the  increase  of  the  army  since  then  ?  Some 
80,000  or  30,000  men,  perhaps.     With  respect  to  the 

E Irish  bill,  the  very  circumstance  mentioned  by  the  noble 
rdji  as  to  its  riot  being  e^cutcd,  appears  to  me  decisive 
6(  its  being  a  miserably  bud  measure*  The  noble  lord  bs- 
cribes  its  non^xecution  lo  the  ignorance  of  the  parish 
officers.  Indeed !  after  explanations  were  posted  cvcrr 
where,  and  commentaries  circulated  by  the  se<iretary  or 
stale !  but  in  truth  it  was  not  the  ignorance  of  the  parish: 
officen.  *  I  know  that,  in  the  part  of  the  country  whcte 
I  live,  within  five  miles  of  the  commander  in  chief^  the 
bill  has  never  been  actecl  Apon  ;  and  it  is  ridiculous  to  say 
that  it  was  solely  from  the  ignorance  of  its  object.  The 
truth  is,  the  bill  was  found  to  be  absurd  and  impracticabley 
and  therefore  it  was  not  cxocutod. 

-  -^p  come  now,  however,  to  the  principal  point  in  my 

*"    fight  hon,  friend's  plan — the  enlisting  for  a  limited  time,'; 

tlie  noble  lord  observes  upon  this,  that  though  the  late 

Mr.  Pitt  was  at  first  captivated  with  the  idea,  he  came 

upon  mature  consideration  to  abandon  it.     Ilcally  I  do 

'  not  know  what  use  the  noble  lord  is  to  make  of  the  opi« 

pions  of  tliat  right  hon.  person  if  ht  is  to  be  administrator 

of  them.    I  have  read  of  Mark  Anthony  giving  out  me- 
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ber  that  considerable  doubts  were  entertained  or  the  truth 
of  such  vouchers  of  Caesar's  sentiments.    All  I  know  is, 
that  I  never  board  that  right  hon.  gentleman  say  in  Parlia* 
inent  that  he  had  changed  his  views  on  the  subject ;  nay^ 
I  have  heard  accounts  very  different  indeed  frpm  those  of 
the  noble  lord.    For  myself,  I  always  have  been,  and  stiU 
continue,  a  W£Erm  friend  to  the  principle  of  enlisting  for  a 
limited  time.     The  noble  lord  observing  on  my  right  hon. 
friend's  argument,  that  this  would  faciliate  the  recruiting, 
thinks  proper  to  allude  to  something  fie  supposes  me  to 
have  said  respecting  the  hardship  or  bondage  of  thesitua^ 
tion  of  men  engaging  in  a  service  for  life.    I  remember  J 
indeed,  that  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  that  I  considered 
such  a  svstcm  as  unsuitable  to  the  genius  of  this  constitu- 
tion, and  that  in  additi()n  to  the  object  of  policy,  it  would 
be  an  additional  argument  with  me  that  we  should  get 
rid  of  what  appeared  to  me  desirable  to  change,     we 
must  submit  to  many  things  in  themselves  unpleasant,  h^ 
cause  we canndt  help  them;  but,  surely,  when  humanity 
and  constitutional  principle,  coincide  wilh  true  policy,  it 
will  be  an  additional  inducement  to  every  honourable 
Hiind  4o  rectify  what  is  amiss.    The  noble  lord,  however, 
seems  determined  to  have  tzco  strins^s  to  his  bow  in  aigu-** 
ment,  as  well  as  in  every  thing ;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  h^ 
had  sometimes  three  or  four.    He  foresees  great  danger  iaT 
the  plan  proposed,  and  says  that  ^^  mutinies  may  perhaps 
arise.*'    This,  indeed,  is  no  bad  hint;  but  let  that  pass. 
While  the  old  soldiers,  on  one  view  of  his  argument  may 
perhaps  mutiny,  because  they  do  not  obtain  the  right  of 
aiscliarge  the  new  will  have,  he  shews  in  another,  that  not- 
only  .no  snch  danger  exists,  because,  in  fact,  if  not  in 
right,  the  soldiers  can  obtain  their  discharge,  so  can  havft 
no  reason  to  be  offended  with  the  privilege  granted  to  • 
others.     Thus  the  noble  lord,  with  one  of  his  arguments 
answers  the  other,  without  at  all  Answering  that  of  my 
right  hon.  friend,  as  to  the  beneficial  tendaicy  of  enlistiqg 
for  a  limited  time,  as  an  inducement  for  men  to  enter. 
But  he  says  this  is  all  theory.     What  the  noble  lord  means 
by  theory  I  cannot  tell,  but  I  sec  very  well,  not  only  that 
the  4)roposed  regulation  has  a  tendency  to  remove  an  ob- 
jection to  the  service,  but  that  it  has  been  adopted,  in  prac- 
tice, for  that  end.     In  part  of  the  Prussian  army,  contrary 
to  the  broad  assertion  of  Ae  nohte  lord,  it  was  tbe  custom 
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pontract,  though  it  was  clear  what  was  considered  the  ttaiT 
dency  of  the  regulation;  and,  I  am  convinced  that,  with 
a  government  like  this,  scrupulous  in  its  faith,  the  r^ular 
tion  would  most  powerfully  operate  as  an  iiiduoenient  to 
the  service.  Besides,  .  the  noble  lord  is  mistaken^  in  hi^ 
statement  All  the  troops  of  the  continent  were  not  eni 
gaged  for  Ii£?.  Those  of  tlie  elector  of  Hanover  were 
for  a  limited  service.  The  German  corps  in  our  own  serf 
vice  are  all  for  limited  time,  even  the  60th  raiment.  As 
to  the  ca^e  of  the  £«st  India  company  put  by  the  noble 
I'vd,  it  proves  top  much,  for  it  is  absurd  to  say,  that 
men  will  enlist  more  willingly  for  life  than  for  a  limited 
time. 

Now  with  respect  to  the  volunteers,  the  noble  lord  sajs, 
he  remembers  my  right  hon.  friend  having,  on  former  ocr 
casions,  said  so  and  so  of  the  volunteers,  but  I  fear  the 
noblelord  only  remembers  hisown  misrepresentations  of  what 
was  said.  As  soon  as  the  noble  lord  got  up  I  anticipated 
what  we  have  heard ;  day  by  day,  week  after  week,  year 
after  year,  the  same  eternal  repetition  of  the  same  confuted 
misrepresentation.  Indeed  he  has  repeated  this  so^often, 
that  I  irarily  believe  he  has  brought  himself  to  imagincihat 
1 1«  own  answers  to  my  right  hon.  friend  were  really  the  ar- 

fuments  used  by  the  Utter.  My  right  hon.  friend  stated 
istinctly,  that  finding  the  volunteers  established,  and  so 
^r  useful,  he  wquld  propose  to  keep  them  up  as  far  as  they^ 
were  capable  of  being  advantageously  employed.  Aye^ 
but  says  the  noble  lord,  he  abused  the  volunteer  system  twp 
or  three  years  ago,  I  really  do  not  remember  what  ray 
right  hon.  friend  said  when  the  establishment  of  ihfi  vo^ 
lunteers  was  first  proposed,  but  he  has  said  tcnnigbt  that  k 
16  a  different  thing  to  demolish  Yfhai  you  find  set  up,  and 
to  disapprove  a  particular  ^stem.  But  the  noble  lord 
says,  why  don't  you  tell  the  volunteers  at  once  thai  voa 
mean  to  get  rid  of  them  ?  The  best  reason  in  the  worla  for 
itot  doing  so  is  because  no  fuch  thing  is  intended.  But 
that  must  be  intended,  because  their  discipline  is  so  re- 
laxed! Yet  the  noble  lord  himself  thinks  the  same  degree 
of  discipline  no  longer  necessary.  The  noble  lord,  how* 
ever,  complains  of  the  confusion  of  my  hon.  friend's  ideasf 
on  the  subject,  and  a  more  extraordinary  complaint  I  never 
^rd;  for,  besides  that  the  speech  of  my  rigpthon.  friend. 
\'  '    '  '  ''■"■"..'  w:w 
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vas  one  of  tlie  most  eloquent  ever  deliyercd  in  ParliainGati 
it  was  so  perfectly  perspicuous  in  every  statemi^nt,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  mistake  the  meaning  of  it.  If  my  rig.ht  hon. 
friend's  speech  was  the  labyrinth,  and  the  noble  lord's  the 
^straight  road,  I  must  have  very  erroneous  ideas,  indeed,  of 
ihe  qualities  of  a  straight  road  jand  a  labyrinth.  But  what 
yras  the  proposal  of  my  right  boii.  friend  ?  Was  U  not  to 
iretain,  as  volunteers,  those  of  a  superior  class,  those  able 
p^  defray  their  own  cxpcnces,  while  those  who  could  not 
were  to  be  subject  to  the  general  training;  and  this  was  (he 
principle  which  seemcrl  u  liversally  agreed  upon,  when  th« 
le^iry  en  masse  act  was  first  considered,  and  it  was  thought 
on  objection  to  that  measure  tliat  all  classes  should  ^le 
blended  without  distinction  ?  Now,  what  is  the  proposal 
of  my  right  honourable  friend  as  to  the  general  traiuT 
Uig?  It  is  to  invite,  or  compel,  a  certain  portion  of  (be 
whole  population  to  be  trained  twenty-sisc  times,  each 
person  navingone  shilling  fofJiis  trouble  eaeh  time,  so 
that  if  the  traininer  happened  on  a  Sunday,  it  would  be 
so  much  gain.  Those,  however,  wlio  chose  to  defray 
their  own  expences  as  volunteers,  are  not  to.be  compelled 
to  be  trained* 

Th^  noble  lord  however  asks,  will  you  put  all  those  men 
to  trained  into  the  ranks  to  defend  London  i  I  answer  no, 
because  the  thing  must  be  impossible;  and  I  apprchci;! 
that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  a  suiTicient  number 
of  trained  men  would  be  found  toannoythe  enemy,  or  till 
up  our  own  ranks,  without  calling  up  those  from  the  distant 
counties.  The  efiect  of  the  training  would  be  to  give  us  a 
greater  number  of  men,  Ijetter  fit  than  they  would  other*' 
wise  have  been,  to  recruit  the  regiments,  or  to  contribute 
in  otiier  ways  to  harass  the  enemy.  But  again  comes  the 
old  ai^umcnt,  which  I  have  often  heard  with  sentiments  the 
very  reverse  of  respect.  It  is  said,  but  could  these  nieu 
defend  London  ?  Could  they  stop  the  enemy  before  they 
reached  Chatham  ?  S!umld  the  enemy  land  on  our  shores, 
we  ought  doubtless  to  light  eyery  inch  of  ground,  but  ana 
^e  to  act  as  if  that  were  all,  and  as  if  the  whole  were  *lf»t 
if  the  first  stand  were  not  successful?  We  must  provide, 
however,  not  only  to  withstand  the  enemy  vigorously  iu 
their  first  progress,  but  to  have  all  the  means  of  maintain* 
ing  the  co. West. with  them  in  the  worst  event.  Nay,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  English  people  would,  on  suoh  an  oc- 
iCasion,  display  aa  energy,  persi^yerancc,  iUid  fortitude,  sur- 
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sre  in  a,  ainereni  siiURiion  xo  oe  sure,  i  acy  arc  un^ccvks^ 
lomed  to  ihe  presence  of  an  enemy  in  their  country,  and 
could  not  bear  it  patiently :  they  feel  every  motive  of  at* 
tacbment  to  their  country  and  their  constitution.  They 
aUB  unshaken  iii  their  affection  to  their  government  by  those 
changes  of  master  and  of  companion  which  tend  to  un* 
fcingc  every  principle  of  allegiance,  and  they  wouid  there* 
fere^  I  am  convinced,  give  a  new  example  of  constancy, 
«nd  would  shew  that  the  fate  of  their  countir  did  not  do* 
pend  on  the  event  of  a  single  Battle.  Even  if  the  first  ad« 
vintages  were  gained  by  the  enemy,  they  would  find  huu* 
OTsds  of  thousands,  nay,  perhaps  millions,  of  English* 
men  determined  to  maintain  their  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence. That  the  enemy  would  be  resisted  by  an  armed 
and  trained  peasantry,  capable  of  harassing  their  progress 
or  of  serving  as  recruits  to  the  regular  army,  I  am  per* 
fectly  satisftSl,  and  I  am  convinced  they  will  do  it  far 
better  than  any  number  of  volunteers  on  the  present  sys- 
tem. Indeed  the  employment  of  volunteers  as  regimGots 
and  as  reinforcements,  would  be  '^full  of  danger,  and  no 
fr^nd  to  the  v<Junteers  would  advise  the  experiment  to  be 
tridd. 

It  is  allcdged,  however,  that  no  immediate  increase  of 
Ae  army  will  result  from  this  measure,  because  it  substi- 
tiitcs  nothing.  But  in  truth,  the  merit  of  the  plan  is,  th^it 
it  proposes  no  complicated  machinery  to  produce  an  efiect, 
which  will  be  gained  by  the  simple  mode  of  recruiting. 
AH  the  schemes  adoptea  for  raising  men  have,  as  far  as 
they  have  Jbccn  successful,  only  defrauded  the  ordinary 
system  of  recruiting,  and  that  with  a  great  expencc,  and 
BO  inconsiderable  oppression .  Is  it  nothing  that  the  market 
will  again  be  left  open  to  the  government  as  the  only  rts 
cmiter  ?  I  do  not  altogether  blamefornxer  ministers  for  the 
teperiments  tried.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  a  general 
apprehension  was  entertained  that  an  invasion  would  im- 
flwdiately  lie  attempted,  and  it  may  have  appeared  neccs^r 
•ary  to  augment  the  army,  even  at  the  risk  of  encroaching 
vpon  the  future  supply: '  But  the  noble  lord  says,  this  is 
all  theory,  and  that  no  more  men  will  be  obtained.  Now, 
I  should  think,  however,  that  the  theory  which  tells  mc 
ttat  yorf  have  the  best  chance  of  being  cheaply  provided 
when  you  are  the  only  bidder,  is  preferable  to  the  noble 
loxd^ft  practical  argunicnt^  that  the  more  t:ompGlitois  vou 


iJ^PRIfi  3.]  MIMTART  BE^BKCV.  691, 

let  into  tbe  market,  the  more  recruits  you  are  likely  to  ob- 
tiiin^  and  at  a  small  bounty.  The  noble  lord  tells  us  too, 
that  it  vas  the  intention  x>f  tbe  late  Mr.  Pitt  fo  make  an 
addition  of  SO  or  S5,000  men  to  the  army.  And  in  fact^ 
I  iiave  no  doubt  that  my  right  hon.  friend  will  propose, 
not  only  to  leave  no  deficiency  in  the  eifi^ctive  force  already 
considered  proper  to  be  kept  up,  but  will  suggest  any  far« 
ther  incicease  that  may  appear  necessary. 

It  ought  io  be  remembered  that,  with  the  exception  oF 
Russia ;  a  power,  however,  whose  alliance,  desirable  and 
important  as  it  is,  must  be  confessed  to  be  too  remoie  for 
producing  a  decisive  impression  on  the  continent,  we  bare 
no  ally  wnatcver  of  any  consequence,  willing  to  fight  for 
us.  Such  is  the  prosperous  situation  the  noble  lord  de«. 
scribes.  When  this  is  considered,  and  the  state  of  the 
continent  is  taken  into  view,  it  must  be  allowed  that  it  it 
time  to  think  of  increasing  our  army.  Both  for  the  pur^" 
pose  of  war,  and  whatmust  be  the  establishment  of  any 
peace  likely  to  be  obtained,  it  is  proper  that  the  subject 
of  the  army  should  be  m^urely  weighed.  Indeed,  by  the 
circumstances  of  £urope,  I  am  ready  to  confess  that  I  nave 
been  weaned  from  the  opinions  I  formerly  held  with  respect 
to  the  force  that  might  suffice  in  time  ctf  peace;  nor  do  I 
consider  this  as  any  inconsistency,  because  I  see  no  rati- 
9Aat  j>ros)ject  of  any  peace  that  would  exempt  us  from  the 
necessity  of  watcliful  preparation  and  powerful  establish- 
ments. The  subject  of  the  anny,  therefore,  must  come 
before  us  in  diifercnt  shapes,  and  present  itself  in  different 
views.  If  we  cannot  obtain  a  sate  and  honourable  peace, 
of  which  it  is  impossible,  in  the  actual  state  of  affairs,  fo  Ije 
sanguine — and  it  we  do  not  obtain,  in  carrj'ing  on  the  war, 
that  species  of  success  hardly  to  be  calculate  upon,  we 
must  be  reduced  to  that  state  which  I,  for  one,  cannot  con- 
template  without  apprehension  of  being,  with  xcspect  to 
Europe,  the  Britannos  toto  orbe  devisos,  and  be  left  to  our 
own  resources  and  our  own  colonial  connections,  or  be 
compelled  to  cultivate  a  system  the  most  uphill,  the  most 
difficult,  and  the  most  perplexed,  particularly  after  the  ill 
success  of  our  lale  continental  measures,  which  it  is  pos« 
sible  to  conceive.  Yet,  perhaps,  upon  the  whole,  I  am 
more  inclined  to  the  h:ter  system,  difiicult  and  unpromising 
as  it  is.  But  if  we  do  resolve  to  engage  in  that  arduous 
and  difficult  struggle,  demanding  every  effi^rt  and  every 
exertion,  or  indeed  upon  whatever  oth«r  .system  we  resolve  to 

act, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


632^  THE  PARMAlrfENTAny  llEdftTER.        ''       fcolii 

act,  a  large  array  is  indisp^nsible.  Even  while  fbrdgi^ 
powers  court  our  money,  they  feel  a  degradation  in  accept^ 
ing  it,  and  they  do  not  view  us  in  a  favourable  light  vnder' 
such  a  connection. '  But  whether  we  can  haire  an  array  ad^ 

3uate  to  home  defence  and  io  foreign  operation,  may  be 
oubtful.  Yet  I  will  say,  that  while  we  take  dire  precaa- 
tions  for  home  defence,  by  training  the  population  to  amn^ 
Uie  true  policy  of  thd^ country  is  to  rise  superior  to  the  panic 
of  invasion,  and  to  shew  that  our  force  Bnd  our  courage, 
jlrc  not  to  be  confined  at  home.  Our  enemy  shews  us,  that 
l3y  dibregarding  the  danger  of  particular  points,  and  by 
directing  bis  forces  where  the  occasion  demands  them,  he 
has  been  able  to  spread  his  dominion,  and  to  subdue  his  op* 
ponents.  If  that  system  to  which  I  have  alluded  were  to  oe 
adopted,  a  great  army  must  necessarily  be  maintained.  In 
England  and  Scotland,  I  am  confident  th«  plan  proposed 
will  have  the  most  po\*crful  effect  on  the  recruiting  service; 
and,  if  measures  could  be  adopted  for  completely  conci«« 
liating  the  people  of  Ireland,  it  would  present  a  nursefy 
of  brave  ana  excellent  soldiers,  more  faithful,  in  propor-« 
tion  to  its  population,  than  any  prince  in  Europe  po6«* 
iKsses. 

Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr.  Fox  mutually  explained. 

Mr.  Yorke  deprecated  the  introduction  of  party  spirit 
into  discussions  so  intimatelv  connected  with  the  safety  of 
the  country ;  and  professed,  that  it  was  by  no  means  his 
wish  to  embarrass  ministers  by  any  observations  which  he 
might  think  it  necessary  to  make  on  th^  plans  that  had 
been  now  submitted  to  the  House.  But  he  could  not  hdp 
wishing  such  a  radical  change  of  system  as  that  which  had 
been  proposed,  should  be  postponed  to  a  period  of  peace. 
It  might  be  dangerous  to  make  new  experiments  in  time  of 
war,  the  consequences  of  which  could  not  be  foreseen. 
Our  arm^  at  present  seemed  large  enough  for  internal  de« 
fence,  and  the  protection  of  our  colonies,  and  there  was 
little  probability  of  its  being  soon  employ^  in  continental 
operations.  He  could  not  approve  of  the  repeal  of  the 
additional  force  act ;  it  had  already  produced  a  consider* 
able  number  of  men,  and  was  likely  to  raise  more ;  he  could 
liot  therefore  consent  to  its  repeal  before  a  more  feasible  plan 
was  adopted;  .and  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  rectnitinj 
alone  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  army.  The  army 
of  reserve  were  raised  only  for  a  limited  term  of  years,  yet  it 
was  found  difficult  to  induce  men  to  enter  that  service,  and 
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regulars.     It  did  noi  appear,  thero&re,  that  this  species  of 
service  was  calculated  to  pretent  desertion.     Besides,  evea 
at  present,  the  services  of  the  soldier  are  only  required 
inuring  tlie  military,  age,  and  none  were  retained  beyond  S4 
years.     This  part  of  our  system  was  formed  on  the  Roman 
model,  and  it  would  surely  be  granted  that  the  Romans 
carried  the  mUitary  art  to  high  perfection.     It  was  a  wish 
expressed  by  the.  honourable  gentleman  near  the  com- 
mencement of  his  speech,  that  the  army  should  consist  of 
men  who  Avere  soldiers  complete,  from  top  to  too,  bnt  .that 
could  not  be  obtained  by  limiting  the  period  of  service. 
The  limited  period  of  service  w^s  the  very  cause  that  made 
tlie  militia  inferior  to  the  regulars.     Besides,  ought  not  the 
same  principle'of  limitation  of  service  to  be  equally  tutro* 
duced  into  our  navy  ?  And  would  not  such  a  measure  be 
^oductive  of  much  inconvenience  ?*  He  then  dwelt  on  the 
ihconveniefice with  whi^h  tbi^  ceffuliitioki  would  be  attend^ 
in  our  colonial  establishments;  Uiough  hegtantedtb^t  sol« 
dier9  might  fed  more  disposed  .^o  enlist  jGmt  a  second  term 
when  ahiroad,  than  when  at  home.  *  Limited  service  had 
indeed  bee^  introduced  into  the  Austrian  ariiMes  after  the 
peace  of  Limeville,  but  it  could  hardly  ;be  said,  from 
what  we  l^d  lately  wiApessed,  that  thev  were  improved  by 
the  fhai^jh  or  that  wa  should  feel  induced-Ho  follow  iheir 
^xampVi*    He^reed  with.^the  idea  of  raising,  the  Chelsea 
pajr,  landalso  thought  that  ar  small  increase -pf  pay  at  the 
e|id(of  {^  (Uniited  period,,  w:Auld  serve  as  an  honorary  re- 
wardof  merUi  that  might  prove  highly (UsefuL    The  dis* 
cfaai^  and  it^ren^pt  of  soldiers  might  also  be  made  mora 
easy.    .But  ,these  changes  might  take  place,  without  mate- 
rially altering  the'  present  constitution  of  the  army.    He 
also  approyecl  of  enforcing  the  levy  en  musses  and  Uiought 
that  tnough  the  volunteer  ^ste^m. might  be  defective  in 
many  respects,  yet  it  would  be  impolitic  aitd  unpopular  to 
lay  it  aside.    He  trusted,  that  so  lar^e  a  body  of  men 
would  not  have  reason  to  be  disgusted  by  any'  r^ulations 
that  might  be  brought  forward.   He  concluded  by  express- 
ing his  satisfaction,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
Jisid  brought  forward  his  plan  before  the  recess.     There 
would  be  full  time  for  re-considering  it  in  all  its  parts,  and 
he  hoped,  that  ministers  would  again  consult  with  military 
men  on  the  subject  of  limited  service,  several  of  whom, 
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General  Norton  supported  theprtnci^fae  of  the  addi- 
tional force  act,  arid  stated  some  strong  instances  of  itsef* 
feet  in  the  regiment  whtth  he  had  the  honour  to  command. 
Out  of  755,  of  \vhich  the  second  bc^taHon  was  composed, 
681  twre  enrolled  for  general  siervice. 

Sir  James  Mufray  Pulleney  would  not  gi-ve  his  concttr- 
ranee  to  a  measure,  the  certain  efiect  of  which  would  be 
to  produce  a  very  grtot  dnmnotion  of  the  r^^lar  foroe. 
It  went  to  repeal  ^n  act  the  operation  6f  which  was  daily 
increasing,  and  to  substitute  for  it  the  rtang<^rous  experi- 
ment of  enlisting .  for  terms  of  years.  It  was  as  plain  to 
him'  as  demonstration  could  taake  it,  that'lhe  proposed 
plan  must  produce  a  less  number  of  meu^hkn  the  present 
system  was  calculated  to  prodii(!e< 

General  Ttirkton  dfaUk^*  the  plan,  beetiuse  it  went  to 
the  demolition  of  the  whole  of  the  artoy  of  the  ccrtintry. 
Of  allihe  gtwt measures  which  had  been  brought  fon^, 
thcrbnevin'  W8»  one  which  had  been  so  imp^rfectlr  execnt^, 
he  would  say  ihore,  so-lfnuc/b  'thwarted  as  the  defence  act. 
fhid  that  iiet  been  can-ied  intd  OTeetition  with  tt^ 
spirit  thiat  it  ihiDuld  haw  befen,  he  felt  himself  «jijf^tified  ia 
asserting,  that  it  would  nbt  onW  have  suppl^  m  the  casu- 
nlties  of  the  ttrmv,  but  plac^  ht  the  dispose  of  ea^tm- 
inent  aT  isuri^us  forceof' at  liAist 20,000  men.  W*«»*^ 
ejttoiined  the  county 'retutri^,^%e  couMndl  ftdptha*- 
ing,  that  sbme  extraordinWy'  cJrtumst^ces  intbt  have 
counteracted  the  natural^  prtJgress  of  the  Measure;  Wkat 
were  these  returns  ?  it  wWild  w  Worth  wMle  to  fook  at  thera. 
In  the  North  Riding  of  York— None.  DeVon,  13.  In 
Surry  (there,  he  was  happy  to- say,  tlie  Itentenahfsand 
magistrates  bad  done  their  ditty)  539.  In  Essex,  49.  la 
the  county  of  Berks,  wliere  a  great  noise  had  been  made, 
40.  And  in  Bucks,  where  some  ex^rtion<  might  hav6  been 
erpected,  the  astonishing  numbelrof  851  Updii  tMisTwinl 
be  would  close  his  observations,  by  ass^rtlhg,  Uiat  there 
must  either  be  soraething^xtremely  defective  iii  the  princi- 
ple of  the  act,  of  culpable  In  the  conduct  of  those  who 
were4ippoint^  to  carry  it  into  execution,  wben  so  enor- 
mous and  unaccountable  a  difierence  could  arise  tn  the  re- 
turns of  diflTereht  coanties. 

Sir  W.  fV,  Wynne  observed,  that  he  could  give  the  ho- 
nourable gcnlleraian  some  information  as  to  the  patriotic 
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fence  act  were  raised  in  many  counties.  The  wbcde  of 
those  which  the  county  of  Denbigh  (to  which  he  belonged) 
was  obliged  to  raise,  were  procurecl  by  a  crimp,  who  en- 
listed them  at.  Manchester. 

Mr.  Langham  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

Earl  Temple  observed,  that  charges  against  officers  in  a 
most  respectable  and  highly  honourable  situation  should 
not  be  lightly  made.  An  honourable  general  (Tarleton) 
had  accu^  some  of  the  most  highly  confidential  officers 
under  government^  of  thwarting,  the  intentions  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  whom  it  was  their  duty  to  support ;  he 
had,  in  fact,  impeached  them  with  a  sort  of  under-handed 
work  which  thwarted  the  designs  of  the  l^islatute  for  the 
defence  of  the  country. 

General  Tarleiqn^  in  explanation^  said  that  be  did  not 
intend  to  accuse  any  lord  lieutenant  of  thwarting  the  inten- 
tions of  goviernment. 

Calond  Craufurd  would  not  then  enter  into  a  detailed 
statement  of  his  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  plan  now 
submitted  to  the  House.  He  could,  hot  for  a  moment 
suppose,  that  the  right  honourable  secnetary  of  state  (Mr. 
Windham)  had  ever  entertained  the  strange  idea  that 
seemed  to  be  attributed  to,  him^  of  suffering  men  to  ask  for 
their  discharge^  neither  could  he  suppose  mat  the  honour* 
able  secretary  entertained  so.raeajxanidea  of  the  character 
of  a  soldier  as  to  imagine  that  he  could  think  of  asl^ng 
for  his  discharge,  while  his  brothers  in  arms  had  milithry 
duty  to  perfoi'm. 

Mr,  C.  Dundas  stated  the  causes  of  the  netition  from 
Berkshire,  and  maintained  that  the  principle  of  the  de^ 
fence  act  wa&  impracticable. 

Sir  W.  Young  supported  the  motion. 

Colonel  Graham  said,  that  since  he  first  entered  the  array, 
he  had  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  perix)d  ^ 
service,  and  that  was,  that  it  should  be  limited. 
*     Mr.  Huddleston  professed  himself  friendly  to  the  princi- 
pie  of  limited  service. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  biing  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
actoftbe44tfhGeo.ni. 

Mri  Fox  postponed  his  motion  ndatiog  to  the  dierift  of 
Waterford,  to  Tuesday  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Ldgh  was  persuaded  he  could  justiiy  the  conduct 
x)f  the  Aeni^,  from  the  practice-of  the  irisb  laws. 
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HOUSE   OFLORDS. 

MONDAY,   APAIL   14. 

Lord  Eldon  and  the  Lcrd  Chancellor  gave  their  opini- 
ons at  considerable  length  in  the  appeal  of  Lady  Lincoln 
V.  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  The  further  consideration  was 
put  off  until  Thursday,  to  give  the  agent  an  opportunity 
of  •al^certaining  his  grace's  age. 

Lord  Grcnville,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  giv^, 
moved  that  the  comnlittee  appointed  to  search  for  prece- 
dents of  impeachment,  be  instructed  to  enquire  as  to  the 
mode  of  proceeding  in  the  case  of  V  iscount  Melville. 

Ordered. 

Lord  Auckland  moved,  that  the  American  intercourse 
bill  should  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday. 

The  Irish  first  fruits,  Irish  treasury  bills  bill,  and  several 
private  bills  were  brought  firom  the  Commons,  and  read  a 
first  time. — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  14. 

A  message  from  the  Lords  informed  the  House,  that  their 
lordships  ha^  agreed  to  several  private  bills. 

Mr.  Calcraft  presented  an  account  of  the  sums  of  money 
remaining  in  the  exchequer  on  the  1st  of  January  1805, 
from  grants  of  the  House  made  in  1804. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calcraft,  a  nevfr  writ  was  ordered 
for  the  election  of  a  member  for  Helstone,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Davies  Giddy,  who  had  accepted  the  Chiltern  Hun- 
dreds. 

NABOB  OF  argot's  CREDITORS. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the^  fiu- 
ther  consideration  of  the  report  from  the  committee,  to 
whom  the  petition  of  the  private  creditors  of  the  late  nabob 
of  the  Camatic  was  referred.    This  being  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Hobhouse  observed,  that  before. he  proceeded  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  ^^  bill  for  enabling  the  com- 
missioners acting  in  execution  of  a^  agi^emeni^  m&de  ho/^ 
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tween  the  East  India  Comtpany  aild  the  private  creditors  of 
the  late  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  the  better  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect,"  the  House  would  naturally  expect  from  him 
some  preliminary  obserfations,  tending  to  explain  the 
grOttnas  upon  which  this  measure  was  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  Parliament.  Indian  subjects  were  usually  deemed 
to  be  dry  and  complicated  in  their  na(ure,  and  hence  the/ 
did  not  generally  receive  the  attention  which  their  magni^ 
tude  deserved.  He  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  an  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Francis)  now  absent,  on  account  of 
a  domestic  misfortune  which  he  (Mr.  Hobhouse)  sincerely 
lamented,  for  endeavouring  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  measure  whicli,  he  agreed  with  bim,  was 
of  great  importance.  Unfortunately  for  him  (Mr.  Hob« 
house)  it  was  also  a  subject  of  great  extrnt,  «o  that  he 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  the  House  at 
greater  length  than  was  agreeable  to  his  inclinations.  In 
order  that  the  House  mi<]:ht  completely  understand  the 
whole  transaction,  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  go  back  bm 
iar  as  the  year  1784,  when  Parliamentfirst  took  cognizance 
of  the  private  debts  of  the  Nabob  qf  Arcot,  and  to  de- 
scribe several  treaties  with  the  princes  of  the  Garnatic,  sub- 
sequently to  that  time  ;  he  should  speak  of  them,  how- 
ever, in  a  rapid  and  cursory  manner,  and  be  as  brief  as 
the  nature  of  the  subject  would  allow.  If,  notwithstand- 
ing the  pains  he  had  taken  to  be  accunUe,  any  error 
should  have  crept  into  his  statement,  he  was  happy  ia 
thinking  that  it  might  be  rectified  by  some  gentlemen  now 
in  the  House,  who  were  very  conversant  in  the  affairs  of 
India.  They  could  not  do  him  a  greater  favour  than  in 
correcting  any  mistake,  into  which  he  might  accidentally 
have  fallen. 

In  the  year  1784,  an  act  was  x^^ssed,  the  24th  of  the 
King,  cap.  25,  entitled,  ^^  An  act  for  the  better  regulation 
and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  lAdia  GompanVy 
and  of  the  British  possessions  in  India ;  and  for  establish- 
ing a  court  of  judicature  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual 
trial  of  persons  accused  of  offences  committed  in  the  East 
Indies."  By  the  37th  section  of  that  act,  it  was  provided 
that — ^*^  Whereas  very  large  sums  of  money  are  chimed  to 
foe  due  to  British  subjects  by  the  Nabob  of  Arcbt,  in 
the  recovery  whereof  it  is  expedient  that  such  assistance 
should  be  given  them  as  shall  be  consistent  with  tbje  ri^tt 
of  the  Comp^^ny^  the  security  of  the  creditors,  and  the 
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bononr  and' dignify  of  the  said  Nabob ;  be  it  enacted,  tbat 
tbe  Court  of  Directors  of  the  said  Compaftj  shall,  as  soon 
9fi  may  be,  take  into  consideration  the  origin  and  justice  tif 
Ihc  said  demands,  as  far  as  (he  materials  they  ate  in^  pcB- 
fiCSMon  of  shall  enable  them  to  do ;  and  that  they  shall 
give  such  orders  to  their  presidencies  and  setTants  abroad, 
ior  completing  the  investigation  thereof,  as  the  natiue  of 
the  case  shall  require,  and  for  establishing  in  concert  with 
the  said  Nabob,  such  fund  for  tbe'discharge  c^  those  debts, 
which  shall  appear  to  be  justly  due,  according  to  their 
res|)ective  claims  of  priority,  as  shall  be  consistent  with 
the  rights  of  tbe  said  united  Company,  the  security  of  the 
creditors,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  said  Nafaob.*^ 
The  first  question,  said  Mr.  Hobfaouse,  which  presented  it* 
self,  was— What  was  done  in  consequence  of  this  leeis- 
lative  emictment  ?    The  statute  was  promulgatedat  Bftadias 
in  February  1785,  and  soon  afterwards  a  treaty  was  con- 
cluded l)etween  Mr.  Davidson,  the  acting  governor  of  Ma* 
dras,  and  the  Nabob  Wallak-Jah,  by  which  it  was.rtipit* 
lated  that  his  Highness  should  annually  pay  four  lao  o£ 
pagodas  as  a  military  subsidy  to  the  company,  and  set 
-aside  a  fund  every  year  of  twelve  lac,  in  liquidation  of  his 
*debt  to  his  private  creditors,  being  British  objects,  and  of 
his;  debt  to  the  company.     The  private  creditors,  accoid* 
ing  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  of  Directors,  were  to  consist 
of  three  classes  only,  the  other  dd>ts  of  the  Nabob  not 
having  at  that  time  fallen  under  their  notice.    The  thzee 
classes  consisted  of 

Pagodas.  Fananis.  Cash. 
1 »  The  debt  distinguished  by  the  ^ 

name  of  the  consolidated  debt  >      7,0(^445  :  25  :  29 

of  1767,  amounting  io  J 

2.  Tlie  old  cavalry  debt 6,90,634  :  21  :  10 

3.  The  consolidated  debt  of  1777  -    54,98,500  :  00  ;  OQ 


Pagodas  -  -  -   69,86,670  :    2  ';  39 


Or  in  British  money  -  ^.  2,794,228 

4  These  private  creditors  were  called  upon  to  inscribe  (heir 
names  in  a  registei^  and  hence  these  three  classes  of  debts 
vere  denominated  the  registered  debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Ar« 
eat.  He  (Mr.  Hobhouse)  mentioned  this  circumstance, 
that  gentkanen,  when  he  spoke  of  tbe  leyi^teied  debts; 

might 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iUX2,Ill>      IIIIUVIOWIIKVI      UIS      lJI«^.i»IIllA^       ?V&I.AIVU««      tUll.lIV>l,     V^XLFAUIIC«~ 

tian,  and  comprehend  what  debts  were  included  under  that 
denomination.  He  could  specify  the  regulations  by  which 
the  court  of  directors  fixed  the  proportion  of  the  twelve 
lac  of  pagodas,  which  was  to  be  employed  in  liquidation 
of  the  claims  of  the  private  creditors,  and  the' part  which 
was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  the  debt  io  the 
Oompany ;  but  he  was  fearfnl  of  being  led  too  much  inta 
detail,  and  of  occupying  too  much  of  the  time  of  (he 
House.  It^as  sufficient  to  safy  'that  he  possessed  a  copy  of 
these  regulations,  lind  should  be  ready  to  produce  them  " 
if  any  gentleman  should  wish  to  hear  the  statement. 
In  February,  1787,  a  new  treaty  was  entered  into  bctwccA 
the  Nabob  W^lhk  Jah  and  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  then 
governor  of  Madras,  by  '^vhich  it  was  agreed  that  the 
ihilitarr  subsidy,  to  be  in*  futuref  paid  by  his  Highness  in 
tTme"  of  peace,,  shoi^ld  be;  nine  lac  of  pagodas,  and  that 
four  fifths  of  the  revenues  of  the  Carnatic  should  be  ap- 
propriated io  the  use  of  the  Company  in  case  either  of 
Ukt  parties  should  be  at  war,  for  the  treaty  was  both 
f(ffensive  and  defensite.  Twelve  lac  of  pagodas,  as  by 
Mr.  Davidson^s  treaty,  w^re  to  be  annually  contributed 
fer  the  discharge  both  of  the  private  and  public  debts  of 
the  Nabobs  subject  to  the  Company's  regulations,  to  which 
lie  had  before  alli^ded.  A  few  years  afterwards  it  was 
found,  so  dilatory;  had  the  Nabob  been  in  his  payments, 
ifaat  an  arrear  of  about  nineteen  lac^  had  accrued  under  the 
two  before-mentioned  treaties.  At  the  close  of  the  year 
178f>,  Tippoo  Sultaun,  the  King  of  Mysore,  made  an 
attack  upon  the  ally  of  the  Company,  the  Travancore  Ra- 
jah. Tneiate  Marquis  Comwallis,  then  governor-gencrJ, 
went  to  the  assistance  of  the  Rajah,  and  demanded  from 
the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  thA' contribution  stipulated  by 
his  treaty  with  Sir  A.  Campbell.  The  four-fitlhs  of  the 
Tevennes  were,  however,  so  irregularly  paid,  that  a  consi- 
derable arrear  was  soon  found  to  exist ;  the  supplies  of 
^rain  and  cattle  were  so  tardily  provided  by  the  Nabob's 
servants,  that  the  service  suftered  considemblc'detriment. 
On  these  two  grounds,  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  found  him- 
self under  the  nccessitv  of  assuming  pro  tempore  the  civil 
in  addition  to  the  military  government  of  the  Curnalic, 
•and  the  entire  management  of  thp  revenues:  At  the  close 
of  this  war  which  was  brought  to  a  glorious  termination, 
in  the  year   1792,  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  returned  the 

country 
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<»untiy  into  the  hands  of  the  Nabob,  and, formed  a  new 
treaty  ^vitli  his  Highness,  by  i%hioh  it  vas  stipulated  that 
nine  lac  of  pajQTodas  should  in  future  be  paid  to  the  Com- 
pany, annuaiiy,  a^  a  military  subsidy;  a^  a  new  ax- 
ran^^emcnt  was  made  respecting  the  sunii  to  be  aporoj^aled 
cacli  year  to  the  discharge  of  the  Naboh^js  aeots.  .Th« 
Marquis  being  convinced  by  the  representatioa  of  liie 
Nabob  that  his  revenues  were  not  iulequate  to  so  liucge 
an  annual  payment  as  twelve  Lie,  in  liqui(;iation  of  debis, 
luid  being  desirous  of  rpauifesting  a  spirit  pf  forbearaacci 
and ,  an  example  of  raod^rAtion,  consented,  that  .<uAy 
6^2I,r0apa|i^>das  should .bc.^ajmually  appik;d  insatisfae- 
tion  of  the  claims  of  the  private  fjre^itors  only. ;  the  debt  to 
the  Company  not- being  cxpuiiged,  but  )pft  tof/utureinyes* 
tigation,  and  to  ihe  arbitration  and  di^cisipn  ^f  th/e  Mar- 
quis Cornwullis  iiimsielf ;  this;  reference  was^  occasioned  Jby 
some  disputes  in  the  aocounts,  whic^  were  not  easy  oif 
adjustment.  The  next  trct^ty  ^vh^ch  he  (Mr»  Hobhouse) 
should  iiave  occasion  to  mention,  was  concluded  in  Juljr^ 
180J>  between  Azeem  ul  powlaJi,  the  pr^^ent  Nabob  of 
the  Carnatic,  and  Lprd  Clive,  now  Earl  Powis,  then  gor 
vcruor  of  Madras,  jly  this  treaty  it  was  provided  that  tbe 
civil  and  military  governiricat  of  the  Carnatic,  and  the  £uU 
and  exclusive  administration  of  the  revenues,  (with  tl|e 
reserve  of  a  portion  to  be  appropriate4  to  ihe  maintenanoe 
of  the  Nab(H>,  and  for  the, support  of  li is.  dignity.),  should 
be  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  East  India  Company;  and  that 
the  6,21,105  pagodas,  as  by.  Marquis  Corn:^aUis's  treaty 
should  be  annually  applied  to  tlie  discharge  of  the  regis^ 
tered  debts.  This  treaty  with  Azeem  ul  Dpwiah,  though 
last  in  order  of  time,  was  first  in  point  of  iipportance,  be- 
cause it  was  the  foundation  of  the  arrangemeat  i|k  July 
1806,  between  the  Company  and  the  creditors  of  the  late 
Nabobs-  What  effect,  said  Mr.  ILhasbeen  produced  liy^tiie 
enactraentof  the  statute  of  1784,  and  tlic.seycral  tfi^es 
which  gre\y  out  of  it,  and  which  he  had  herc.d^cribed  ^ 
With  respect  to  the  debt  of  the  Nabob  to  the  CVwipany, 
jhc  was  not  called  upon  to  enter  into  the^  sul^ct,  as  lus 
bill  related  only  to  the  private  creditors ;  nor  was  ihe^qmeB- 
tion  at  the  present  moment  very  interesting  ;  for  wJUatcrar 
the  debt  might  be,  it  must,  in  consequence  of  the  superior 
prodnctivencsK  of  the  Carnatic  revenues  under  British  ma- 
nagement, be  in  a  dinly  state  of  diminution,  and  at  no 
very  distant  day  bo  entirely  aiuMhilatod.    As  to  tbeefiect 
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upon  inn  ciaimsor  iiic  private  crwiiiors,  me  tiouse  win, 
learn  with  satisfaction,  tliJit  in  May  J804,  the  registered 
cicbts  were  completely  liquidated.  The  directors  were, 
however,  Jiware,  when  upon  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  David- 
son's treaty,  they  ordered  the  participation  of  the  twelve 
lac  to  be  confined  to  the  three  classes,  which  alone  had  at 
that  time  engaged  their  attention,  and  which  afterwards 
irent  by  the  name  of  the  rearistcred  debts,  that  further 
sums  were  owing  from  ihe  Kabob.  In  Uiose  orders  they 
stated,  that,  according  to  report,  the  Nabob  had  contract*- 
ed  further  debts,  and  that  it  any  of  them  were  due  to  Bri- 
tish subjects,  their  presi(tencies  were  to  give  no  countcnaijce 
to  them,  until  a  full  investigation  had  taken  place,  a  re- 
port had  been  made  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  tlieir 
orders  had  been  received.  In  consequence  of  these  direc* 
tions,  all  persons  were  called  upon  to  deliver  their  claims 
to  a  committee  who  were  appointed  to  receiye  and  inves- 
tigate them.  This  committee  sat  at  Madras  from  i785  to 
1791,  and  took  into  consideration  all  the  cases  which  were 
brought  before  thera.  Their  report  had  been  sent  to  tho 
court  of  directors  :  and  It  was  for  a  more  efficient  Investi- 
gation of  the  claims  upon  which  they  fiad  reported,  and 
also  for  the  examination  of  debts  subsequently  contracted, 
tliat  the  present  arrangement  had  been  established.  Mr, 
Hobhouse  said  he  was  bound  here  to  notice,  that  some  of 
the  debts  contained  in  the  report  from  the  Madras  comr 
mittee,  had  lx*en  discharged  bv  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany. He  particularly  alludecf  to^  the  new  cavalry  loan, 
called  new,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  old  Cavalry  loan, 
one  of  the  registered  debts.  The  new  cavalry  loan  was 
contracted  during  the  second  Mysore  war  with  Hyder 
Ally,  which  commenced  in  1780,  and  was  advanced  to  the 
Nabob  Wallak  Jah,  at  a  critical  moment  when  the  pub- 
lic service  required  it,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
arrears  of  pay  to  liis  officers  and  troops  who  were  about  to 
break  out  into  an  alarming  state  of  mutiny  and  insurrece 
tion ;  so  just  were  these  demands,  and  so  enibfirrassed  )vere 
many  of  these  creditors  in  their  circumstances,  that  th# 
court  of  directors  ordered  this  debt  to  be  discharged,  in 
the  same  proportion  as  the  old  cavalry  debt,  out  of  their 
part  of  the  twelve  lac  of  pagodas,  leaving  themselves  at 
H  future  time  to  reclfrim  upon  the  Nabob.     The  sum,  thus 

{)aid,  apiieared  by  I^rd  Olive's  treaty  wilh  Azeem  ul  Dow- 
ah  in  1801,  to  have  constituted  at  tjiat  time  a  part  of  the 
debt  from  his  Highness  to  the  company.    All  the  other 
Vol.  1.  ISOSfC.  4N  unconsolidated 
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S(f>ineof  tl^em  v/eie  contracted  by  the  Nabob  Wallak  Jah, 
antecedently  to  the  promulgaiion  of  tbc  statute  of  17^  at 
Madras,  in  February  I785j  others  by  his  Highness  siibr 
aequentty  to  that  period.     Others  were  contracted  after 
the  year  1796,  when  Wallak  Jah  died^j  bj-  hh  eldest  son 
i^d  successor  Omdut  al  Omrah  ;  others  by  the  Amoer  bI 
Omrah  (second  son  of  the  Nabob),  who^died  beCope  bis 
jEs^ther.     The  Ameer  had  been  prime  rninister  to  his  father 
ihe  Nabob,  and  all  the  property  justly  liable  to  pay  his  pri- 
yate  debts,  T?as,  by  a  practice  not  uncomnion  hi  the  native 
governments  of  India,  seized  by  the  Nabob.     Hence  to 
tnat  amount  the  Nabob  Wallak  Jah  vfjus  considered  liable 
to  the  Ameer's  debts,  and  to  that  amount  the  fair  creditors 
of  the  Ameer  ^erc  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  arrange-: 
ment  now  under  consideration.  The  Kast  India  Coromnr^ 
being  of  opinion  that  to  pay  without  distinction  all  the 
numerous  demands  liefore    stated  would  be  wasteful  anA 
unwarrantable    prodigality,    and   that    indiseriminatelv: 
io  reject  all,  would  he  the  grossest  injustice  and  crudljs 
many  of  the  debts  having  been  contracted  for  civil  and 
inilitary  tervices  actually  performed,  or  other  foir  consi- 
derations, came  to  an  agreement  with  the  private  creditor!^ 
df  the  late  Nabobs  of  the  Camatic,  to  set  aside  an  annual 
Amd  of  3,40,000  pagodas,  with  interest  from  May  I8M, 
the  period  of  the  extinction  of  tlie  registered  debts.     This 
$um  was  first  to  be  applied  to  the  discharge  of  all  claims 
approved  in  a  manner  which  he  should  afterwards  describe^ 
dnd  the  surplus  was  to  form  a  sinking  fund  for  the  n^ 
demotion  of  the  capital.    That  the  East  India  Company, 
by  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  acted  most  honourably^' 
most  justly,  and  most  laudably,  would  not,  he  believed, 
be  denied.    If  the  revenues  were  in  the  hands  of  the  pniMt 
Nabob,  every  gentleman  must  allow  that  it  would  be  -ftr 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  Highness,  and  that  it  wpak) 
'  mark  the  equitable  disposition  of  his  mind,  to  approprilkti^a 
part  of  them  in  discharge^of  the  just  debts  of  hisuncIe^Ova- 
dut  ul  Omrah  and  his  grdudfbther,  Wallak  Jah  ;  and  the. 
East  India  Company,  as  grantees  of  tlie  Ncdwb^  were 
bound  in  hpnouf  to  pursue  the  same  courhe.     So  forcibly 
indeed  ^yas  that  honourable  obligation  felt  by  the  eoutt  of 
directors,  that  they  have  not,  as  >%hen  the  revenues  were  in 
the  possession  of  the  late  Nabobs,  confined  their  care,  as 
directed  by  the  acts  of  parliament^  to  thej^iterests  of  9i(»: 
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tLsb  creditors  only,  but  ntlowed  native  creditors,  also^  to 
prefer  their  claims.    It  wa?  likewise  to  be  tiken  into  the 
accoiint,  that  when  ,the  Nabobs  contracted  these .  debts, 
the^  had  no  other  means  of  payment  than  the  revenues  of 
their  cottiitr^,  and  to  no  other  resource  could  their  cre« 
ditors  look  wr  the  liquidation  6(  their  demands.     Many  o^ 
them,  indeed,  had  received  tuncas,  or  assignments,  upon 
the  revenues  from  the  Nabob,-  directed  to  the;^  Auinildafs^ 
or  collectors j    who  nevertiiCLess  could  ndt  or  ivould  not 
satisfy  them.    Hence  Mr.  Hobhouse  contended  that,  9!^ 
though  the  revenues  -were  notstrictly  bound  in  mortgagey 
tlicy  were  virtually  pledged,   into  whatever  hands  tfcy 
might  fall,  to  the  discharge  of  every  bona  fide  claim. 
It  was  further  to  be  considered,  that  the  act  of  17S4,  by 
directing  the  East  India  Conipany  to  establish,  in  concert 
with  the  Nabob,  a  ftind  out  of  his  revenues  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  his  debts,  recognized  the  principle  that  hb  revenues 
.  were  justly  applicable  in  such  a  measure.     The  3dd  of  the 
King,  c.  52.  sec.  146.  bv  repealing  many  parts  of  the  act 
of  1784,  while  it  specifically  retained  the  dlauses  reldting  to 
the  Nabob's  debts,  again  acknowledged  the  same  ptinciple. 
In  pursuance  of  that-^jinciplci  twice  solemnly  redogniz^ 
by  Parliament,  the  East  India  Company  have  now  con- 
sented that  3,40,000  pagodas  sfabuld  be  annuallv  set  aside 
for  the  gradual  liquidation  of  all  the  just  debts  of  the 
late  Nflbobs.     Had  the  directors  acted  otherwise,  it  would 
iiave  been  fairly  imputable  to  them  that,  whila  the  revenues 
were  not  their  own,  and  their  own  property  could  not  be 
touched,  th«y  were  ready  and  willing,  in  conformity  td 
the  directions  of  the  Legislature,  to  aid  British  creditors      /. 
in  the  recovery  of  their  debts ;  but  now  the  revenues  be-     '^, 
longed  Ui  themselves,  now  their  own  coffers  might  suffer,    ':'\*' ' 
and  their  own  treasury  be  aflfected,  they  turned  a  deaf  ear   •     • 
Jo  the  creditors,  forgot  the  spirit  which  governed  the  Le- 
^gislalurei  and  p^rsued  a  contracted,  a  mean,  and  a  selfish 
jp^^Ue^.     Nay,  the  British  creditors,  whose  demands  were 
MX  existence  before  the  promulgation  at  Madras  of  the  act  of 
1784,  would  have  a  still  stronger  case  against  the  court  of 
directors)  as  they  might  say — '*  Now  the  revenues  of  the 
Carn^tic.  a^e  in  yout  possession,  you  pay  no  attention  to 
ouf  claims ;  but  had  they  not  been  granted  away  by  the 
Nabob,  you  were  bound  in  law  to  assist  us  in  the  recovery 
^t  pur  just  debtS)  you  could  not  refuse  your  aid.    Thus  we 
tre  [jlaccd  in  a  worse  situation,  now  the  Carnatic  revenues 
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.  arc  in  the  hands  of  our  countrymen,  than  when  they  were 
the  property  of  a  foreign  prince."    It  would  be/nastiiig 
the  time  of  the  House  to  bestow  any  further  argumeot 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject.     En^ougli,  he  trusted^  had 
been  said  to  make  it  appt*ar^  that  in  honour,  injustice,  in 
regard  to  the  principle  twice  sanctioned  by  Parliavent,  Ibe 
East  India  Company  were  bound  to  provide  a  fund  out  of 
the  revenues  of  tJie  Oaruatic,  for  liquidating  the  Zncma^e 
debts  of  late  Nabobs.      But  it  might  be  a^ked  on  wliat 
conditions  was  tlie  continuance  of  that  fund  to  dep^d? 
The  first  was,  '^  that  it  shall  be  annually  set  aside  so  loiij^ 
as  the  adm'uiistration  of  the  revenues  of  the  Camatic  shall 
be  v<:stcd  in  Hie  East  India  Company."    1;  was  needless  to 
*  kIhjw  that,  if  tJic  revenues  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  ilw 
r<u1)ob^  or  in  any  other  hands,  the  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  East  India  Company,  to  provide  tor  the  dcbtsot  lie 
Nabobs,  would  no  lon^^,cr  exist*  If  there  were  auiy  gcntleroca 
within  the  walls  of  Parliament  who,  because  the?  disap' 
proved  the  polilidal  occurrences  which  had  led  to  tnet«eBtjr 
of  assignment  with  Azeem  ul  Dowlali,  in  1 80 1,  or  becim 
'  they  thought  the  title  of  the  East  India  Company  to  tte 
revenues  of  the  Camatic  to  be  wrongful,  would,  thercfow, 
unsettle  the  system,  which  had  berti  established  nearly  £« 
'  years,  and  re^ore  things  to  the  status  quo^  as  before  tlic 
treaty  of  1801,  such  gentlemc^n  could  entertain  no  objec- 
tion to  this  measure ;  because,  as  soon  a$  their  favourite 
scheme  of  restitution  \ias  siccomplished,  the  deed  of  eove* 
nants  \\&s,  by  a  special  proviso,  to  become  null  fitnd  veld- 
Nay,  such  gentlemen  must  rather  approve  the  deed,  for, 
bcinu^  desirous  io  place  the  revenues  in  the  possession  pftho 
Nabob,  thcry  must  be  glad  that  such  a  portion  of  theCw* 
jiatic  revenues  was  from  year  to  year  to  be  applied,  not  t» 
British  purposes,  but  to  the  concerns  of  the  Nabob*'  1^ 
due  attention  were  paid  to  the  consideration  that  tficfii*' 
was  to  cease  when  tue  East  India  Company  had  nd.lw?^^ 
possession  of  the  C;irnatic  reveime,  gentlemen  wOuW  ^ 
that  it  was  not  now  <hc  time  tb  argue  tne  general <|i^»tioitfj 
ivhotlier  the  musnud  of  the  Carnatic  was    forfeited  bf 
the  conduct  of  Wallak  Jah,   and  Omdut  ul   OBwnji* 
whether  it  was  right  to  set  aside  Tajul  Omrali,  thel^iti- 
mate  or  natural  son  of  Omdut  ul  Orarab,  to  raise  Aw.'cm* 
id  Dowlah  to  the  musnud,  and  receive  tVom*bim  a  grant 
of  the  revenues;  such  questions  had  no  strict  connectioa 

with  the  subject  under  deliberalio*),  aiid  had  better,  if**^^* 

ccwary> 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APBIL  14.]      NABOB  OP  AUCOT^S  CllEDITOIt«tf  "  64fi 

cessary,  be  debated  licparatcly,  not  drawn  collaterally  into 
diBCUssion  in  any  of  tlie  stages  of  this  bill.     The  question 
\iras  not)  what  was  the  title  of  the  East  India  Company  to 
the  Carnatic  revenues  :  not  how  they  came  by  the  posses- 
sion of  them :  but  whether,  whilst  they  remained  in  pos- 
session,  they  had  not  done  right  in  applying  anhuaify  a 
part  of  them  in  f^alisfying  the  claims  of  such  real  creditois, 
of  the  iate    Nabobs,     as  had  an  equitable  lien  upon 
those  reycnues.    The  other  condition  was — ^'  that  the 
company  should  annually  set  apart  in  their  trc£&ury,  at 
Madras,  the  sum  of  three  lac  and  forty  thousand  pagodas, 
if,  after  defraying  all  the  charges  of  collecting  the  said  re- 
venues, so  much  shall  be  realized  iOj  and  be  received  there- 
from,  by  the  said  company,  &c."    The  propriety  of  this 
conditiua  was  too  obvious  to  need  any  comment.    The 
House  would  leaf  B  witk  pleasure,  that  there  was  do  chance 
i^any  interuption  to  the  agreement  arising  from  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  Carnatic  revenues.     As  soon  as  the  accounts 
shall  be  under  the  examination  of  the  House,  he  (Mr.  H.) 
believed  it  would  appear  that  the  net  surplus  for  the  year 
1803-4,  over  and  above  the  military  subsidy  of  nine  lac, 
Wiis  about  340,000/.  British  money,*  a  surplus  exceeding 
that  of  the  first  yeiir  that  the  Carnatic  was  under  British 
management.    The  surplus  of  that  year,  as  stated  by  h\i  ' 
noble  friend,  the  late  president  of  the  board  of  coutrout 
(Lord  Castlcreagh)  in  his  budget  speech  of  1803,  wa»only 
869,000/.  It  was  obvious  that,  without  any  improvenieul 
in  the  management  of  the  revenue;;,  the  surplus  of  future 
yeai\i  must  1>b  greater  than  that  of  the  year  1803-4,  as  from 
May,'  ISOt,  Avhen  the  registered  debts  were  completely  li- 
quidated, the  annual  fund  for  the  discharge  of  debts  was  no 
longer,  as  by  Marquis  Coruwallis's  treaty,  () ,^1,105  pago- 
da^, but  only  3,40,000  pagodas.  The  difterence,  therefore, 
constituted  a  resource  in  the  hands  of  the  directors,  for  the 
diminution  of  the  debt  from  the  nabob  to  the  company,  or 
for  any  other  useful  purpose.     This  diflerence  amounted  to 
about  I1S,442/.  sterling,  and  being  added  to  the  surplus  of 
I80S-I,  ii-ould  make  the  surplus  of  subsequent  years  ra- 
ther more  than  450,000/.    Such  was  the  increase  of  reve- 
nue under  British  care,  while  the  Nabob  lived,  not  in  the 
embarrassed  condition  of  his  predecessors  on  the  musnud, 
but  in  a  state  of  comfort,  affluence,  and  splendour.    Such 
were  the  fruits  derived  from  that  undivided  government 
wh^ch  the  lute  Marquis  of  CorA\^allis  wished  to  establisli, 
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as  appeared  from  the  following  extract  of  his  letter  to  tKc 
court  of  directors,  dated  the  10th  of  August,  1790.  "  I 
iiiu*t  freely  own,''  says  the  noble  Afarouis,  "  that  I  could 
not  venture  to  propose  any  plan,  on  the  success  df  Mhicb 
1  could  have  any  iSrm  reli^tice,  unless  the  Nabob  could  be 
induced  by  a  lar^^e  annual  revenue,  regularly  paid,  aud 
properly  secured  to  htm,  to  surrender  the  management  of 
nis  country  for.a  lonsr  term  of  years,  to  the,  company. 

"  The  nabob's  ag^,  iris  lorig  connection  with  us,  his  right 
to  the  possession  of  the  country,  which,  however,  without 
our  assistance)  would  have  been  but  of  little  value  to  him, 
and  exaggerated  accounts  of  former  services,  may  furnish 
topics  for  popular  declamation^  and  may  possibly  eng^ 
the  natioa  from  mistaken  ideas  of  humanity,  to  support  a 
system  of  cruelty  and  oppression;  but  whilst  I  fc«l  fcon- 
scioiis  that  I  am  endcavourinirHo  promote  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  and  lUe  good  of  my  countfy,  I  shall  give  veiy 
little  wciffht  to  sUch  considemtions,  and  should  conceive 
that  I  had  not  performeil  the  duty  of  tiie  high  and  rcspoo* 
iible  office  in  wnich  yoii  did  me  the  honour  to  place  me,  if 
1  did  not  declare,  that  the  present  mixed  government  can* 
not  prosper,  even  in  the  best  hands  in  whidi  your  part  of  it 
can  De  placed ;  and  that  unless  some  such  ujian  as  that  which 
I  have  proposed  should  be  adoptixl,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Carnatic  must  continue  to  be  wretched,  the  nabob  must 
remain  an  indigent  bankrupt,  and  his  country  an  useless 
and  expensive  burden  to  the  company,  and  to  tlie  nation/' 
This,  it  was  observed  by  Jtr.  H.  was  a  sufficient  proof,  !f 
proofs  were  wanting,  that  the  late  Marquis  Cornwaltis  en* 
fertained  a  just  conception  of  the  best  mode  of  promoting 
the  British  interests  in  India,  and  establishing  the  bappfi^ 
ness  of  the  native  stuU-s  connected  wiili  the  company*  The 
recommendation  of  his  lordship  wasiu  1801,  effected  dpon 
a  more  extensive  scale  by  TiOrd  Wellesley*  and  in  this  re- 
Ipcct  the  system  of  both,  although  it  was  tnc  fashion^of  the 
clay  to  point  out  the  variances  in  their  plans,  %vas  pn?dseiy 
the  same.  Mr.  II.  added  that  his  only  inteniion  was  to 
state  the  advantages  resulting  from  the  dc  facto  goverament 
.of  the  Carnatic;  whellicr,  when  its  origin  wait  taken  into 
consideration,  it  Has  a  government  de  jure,  he  would  not 
now  pronounce  any  opinion,  as  the  question  ought  to  have 
noplace,  for  t!ie  reasons  hehad  before  adduced,  in  thediM:us- 
•ionsofthebill  heshouldhavcthehonourtoprop4)so.  Having 
explained  the  origin,  amount,  aud  conditions  of  the  fand  t«> 
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be  ap|>li(«d,  under  the  directions  of  tbe  deed,  to  the  UiqiiH 
diction  of  the  just  debts  of  tbe  late  nabobs  of  the  Ctiniatic. 
Mf.  H.  prof^eeded  lo  state  the  mode  to  be  emplqyed.  in  as- 
certaining Uie  bonajide  i^laiqns,  in  separating  the  wheat 
jrpm  tbe  chaflT,  in  distinguishing  the  red  from  the  fictitioiui 
cr^itor.  Three  coipmissioners  were  appointed  by  the  East 
Iinliaconipitny,  with  the  concunence  of  the  creditors,  for 
tJhe  purpose  of  examining  the  origin,  nature,  talidity,  and 

i'usticc  of  every  individual  claim,  and  aach  claimant  vaa 
>ound  to  prove  his  debt.    This  proceeding  was  in  atrict 
conformity  to  tjie  principle  laid  down  by  tlie  late  Mr, 
Bttriqp,    ill  hi$  famous  speech  on  this  subject  in   1785. 
f*^  j^nquiry,"  said  that  eloquent  orator  and sagaciQU&sti^es^ 
man,  *'  should  precede  payment,  the  oy}tf5]9noAaiz(]^ should 
t>e  laid  on  the  claimant."    Both  the  parties  had  cpvenanted 
1x>  submit,  without  appeal,  to  the  decision  of  the  oommis^ 
irionerR,  who  were,  however,  restricted  from  allowing  an/ 
claim  which  had  its  foundation  in  presents,  gifts,  or  ffra^ 
tuitous  allowances,  (other  tliatt  the  reasonable  fees  of  utw<it 
yers,  physicians,  &o.)  conthiry  to  the  acts  of  parliament 
in  such  cases  provided.    TheVe  was,  ako,  another  comn 
inissjk>n  in  India,  which  was  to  act  in  obedience  io  the  ia-t 
structio^is  of  the  cQmmibsioners  at  home,  and  report  t(i 
.  ihem  all  the  information  and  evidence  they  should  be  abla 
t4)  collect  •     That  commission  was  also  em  powered  io  lecriva 
claims,  for  the  sake  of  the  convenience  ot.  tliose  who  might 
wish  to  prefer  them  in  India,  to  hear  all  the  evidenoci  in 
support  of  or  in  opposition  to  them,  and  to  transmitit  to  th« 
jliluglish  cpmniissiohcrs,  in  whom  alone  the  power  of  final 
adjudication  was  vested.    The  commissioners  in  England 
hud  proceeded,  in  execution  of  their  official  duties,  to 
^rch  every  document  tending  to  give  them  gencr^  in^ 
formatbn  of  a  useful  nature;  they  had  examined  with 

Erticular  care  All  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  at 
adras,  and  Rooked  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  a  greal^ 
variety  of  the  claims.  They  bad  not,  how^snfer,  givenr. 
judgment  in  anv  case,  and  the  ground  of  this  conducts  , 
Vbich  he  shaoldhereafler  state,  would  shew  the  origin  of' 
the  present  application  to  parliament.  But  although  tha 
commissioners  had  been  prevented  from  exercising  poweri 
of  a  judicial  nature,  they  hayd  issued  notices,  sma  pub« 
lished  them  in  the  Gmeette,  and  periodical  papers,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  tlic  number  of  the  claunants,  and 
Ipnount  of  the  daimsn  whi^  certainly  was  as  considerabln 
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night,  and  had  taken  every  other  step  which  appeared  to 
them  necessary  for  the  furtherance  of  the  important  objects 
of  the  commission.     But  why  had  they  not  proceeded  to 
adjudicate?  this  was  now  to  be  explained.    A  gcneoral  out- 
line or  sketch  of  what  was  proposed  to  bo  detailed  in  the 
deed  was  sent  by  the  court  of  directors  to  the  commissioiiers, 
by  which  they  were  instructed  '^  tofouAd  t^r  pcoceed* 
ings  in  all  cases  on  the  voluntary  oath  of  the'  persons  ap- 
pearing or  called  before  them."    By  the  deed,  howeivr, 
as  would  appear  by  the  following  extract  from  the  19lh 
clause,  a  discretion,  as  to  the  mode  of  evidence  to  be  rew 
qniied,  was  vested  in  the  commissioners,  ^^  who  are  to  be 
at  liberty  to  receive  proof  by  the  testimony  %ha  vocAj  oc 
by  examination  on'T/ritten  interrogatories,  or  by  affidavit 
ef  witnesses,  and  by  production  of  written  documents.  And 
by  the  examination  of  the  parties,  and  by  reference  to  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  said  several  nabobs,  aod  the 
said  Ameer,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  said  united  com- 
pany, and  their  court  of  directors,  aud  committees,  and 
ef  their  governments  abroad,  and  any,  committees,  or  of- 
ficers acting  under  such  officers,  or  otherwise,  as  sbnll  be 
fiitisfactory  to  the  said  commissioners  in  Kngland.''    Mr. 
H.  said,  that  he  must  request  the  attention  of  the  Iloose^ 
also,  to  the  last  clause  of  the  deed,  which  was  rs  follows i 
^*  It  is  hereby  declared  and  agreed^  that  in  case  the  aaid 
commissioners  in  England  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
powers  hereby  intended  to  be  vested  in  (hem  ai^  iosufl&cient 
for  the  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed,  according  io  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents,  and  that  it  is^ne- 
cessary  that  <hey  should  be  empowered  to  administer  oaftlis 
or  compel  the  attcndanee  and  examination  of  parties,  oi 
witnesses  on  oath,  or  the  production  of  papers,  or  that  tkey 
should  be  invested  with  any  powers,   wliich   cannot  be 
vested  in  them  without  the  autliority  of  parliament,  or 
that  the  trusts,  int^ts,  and.  purposes,  of  these  presents  can- 
not efiectually  be  carried  into  execution,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  these  presents,  then,  and  in  any 
6uch  case,  all  the  said  parties  hereto,  and  their  respective 
successors,  executors^   administrators,  and  assigns,   shall 
and  will  use  their  best  and  utmost  endeavours  to  prooire 
such  act,  or  acts  of  parliament,  to  be  passed  from  time  to 
iime,  as  the  said  commissioners  in  England  shall  think  ne« 
isessary  ox  adyis^ble^  for  th^  purpose^  aforesaid,  or  any  of 

them/* 
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ihora."  Mr.  H.  having  read  (he^  extracts  from  theideed^ 
stated,  that  the  commissiioiiers  irere  desirous  of  Canrying 
into  effect  the  evident  pieference  of  the  parties,  and  calling,- 
ill  all  cases,  for  voluntary  oaths;  but  ikey  ent^tain^ 
doubts  of  .th6  propriety  of  the  proceeding.  In  a  letter  to 
Mr.  ^Ramsay,  dated  the  SItIv  of  Juljr,  1805,  they  observed^ 
that/^  taoif  ever  prevalent  the  usageof  administering  such  vo* 
lunt^ry  oaths  has  long  been,  and  libwever  anxious  we  may 
bo  to  conform  ourselves  to  the  intention  of  the  parUe^  ia 
this  pointy  yet^  aflter  an  opinion,  which,  as  we  are  inform? 
cd^  has  be^n  very  recently  expressed  by  the  highest  l^al 
authoritiy,  upon  the  illegality  of  admiiiistering  such  oaths, 
it  seems  incUttibeAt  upon  u.^  for  the  sakci  of  all  who  are  con- 
cerned, the  East  India  Gompany,  the  bona  fide  creditors, 
And  Qur^lyes,  to.  take  the  best  means  of  informing  our 
ju(%d]ent  befote  we  issue  notices,  requiring  all  persons  io 
tak<>'lhia voluntary  oath,  previous  to  their  evidence  being 
JCeoeived;  for  it  isJiardly  necessary  to  state  that  we  ought 
Jksi^kP leqmre  any  ond. to  take  an  [oath,  which  no  one  i^ 
legally 'authorized  to  administer.  We  would,  therefore, 
subnnt  it  to  the  parties,  whether,  as  the  most  cfiectual  and 
speedy  metliod  of  relieving  them  and  ourselves  from  this 
tliffieiilty^  which  meets  us  at  the  outset  of  the  business,  it 
\vould  not  be  desirable  for  them,  to  take  the  joint  opinion 
of  the  law-officers  of  tlie  crown,  and  the  counsel  to  thq 
East  India  Company,  oii  this  question,  the  importance  of 
which,  in  its  application  to  thb  case,  is  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire comment.  » If  those  gentlemen  should  be  of  opinion 
tli.at  magistrates;  in  such  a  Case  as  the  present,  are  justifi* 
able  in  aditiiaislering  a  volunUiry  oath,  we  should  feel  our* 
selves  warranted  by  the  sanction  of  such  respectable  authu« 
r-ities,  to  act  in  conformity  to  the  intention  of  the  parlies, 
and  totefuse  any  testimony  which  is  not  tendered  on  oath. 
If  they  should  entertahi  a  contrary  opinion^  the  parties, 
and  ourselves,  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  that 
we  Imve  no  discretion  u|)on  the  subject,  and  tliat  we  are 
under  the  necessity  of  receiving  and  decidmg  Upon  tesU« 
mony  not  on  oath,  because  an  oath  cannot  with  propriety 
be  required. 

"  AVhatever  may  be  the  result  of  that  opinion,  we  should 
be  much  concerned  if  the  readiness  we  express  to  proceed 
npon  such  evidence  only,  as  the  parties  have  considered  to 
be  the  best  that  could  be  obtained,  without  the  interference 
of  Parliament,  should  head  them  to  conclude,  tbat^  incur 

Vol,  I.  lS05-t)l.  4  0  judgment. 
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jvidgm^tit,  «nch  evidence  would  be  as  e^taal  finr  the  fe3Ce- 
ciitidn'of  the  trusts  reposed  in  us,  as  that  which  1^  ^iren 
underthe  imnction  of  an  oatb,admimstet«d  inibeardinarf 
course  of  judicial  proceedings. 

^'  On  tlie  contrary,  we  thii^  ourseh^es  bound  to  taka  llHg 
opportunity  of  declaring,  and  wc  feel  ouradves  more  par- 
.  ticularly  called  uiM)n  to  do  so,  by  the  provision  of  the  17th 
cLitise  of  the  plan,  and  the  last  clause  in  the  deed^  that, 
afiter  having  examined  and  considcHned  the  esitenlaiid  na- 
ture of  many  of  the  claims  contained  ia  the  papew  a&dl 
docanients  you  have  frcmi  time  to  time  transmitled  to  us^ 
wc  are  persuaded,  that  it  will  not  be  in  our  powev^toia^es- 
tigate  and  decide  on  the  whole  <tf  them,  with  the  same  de» 
gree  of  satisfaction  to  all  the  parties  coaoeraed,  as  if  we 
were  legally  authorized  to  examine  persons  reeulaily  ob 
oath.  As  soon,  however,  as  we  are  famished  wiill  the 
ie^al  opinion,  which  wc  have  requested^  tipaa  the 
which  Ibrms  the  more  immediate^  subject  of  oar 
communication,  we  shall  adopt,  without  delay, 
sures,  and  such  mode  of  proceeding,  as  may  appeur^ia  oa 
b^-t  calculated,  under  the  existing  circumstances^  Ibrtlie 
attainment  of  the  object  of  our  coinmissi<m. 

"  VVe  beg  thefavour  of  you  to  take  the  eailiest  opporta« 
nity  of  communicating  this  letter  to  the  boa.^  ehairAMa, 
and  court  of  directors. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  ftc. 

"RICHARD  RYDER. 

''  B£NJAMIN  HOBHOUSE. 

<«  THOMAS  eOCKBURNE."* 

Mr.  H.  observed  that,  as  this  was  the  first  occasii» 
which  had  occurred  of  mentioning  the  names  of  lheGoiap> 
missioners,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  infoniang  th^-Haaafe 
that  his  hon.  friend,  first  named,  (Mr.  Ryder)  hodbeda 
com|)e]led,  by  weak  and  tender  health,  which  no  nula  hy^ 
mented  more  than  himself,  to  resign  his  situation,  iso  'Aat 
tho  commission  had  lost  his  important  servioesL  Haditt 
not  make  this  observation  in  derogation  of  theconsidcllldUa 
assistance  received  from  his  bcun.  friend's  8uec»sor  fMr» 
Horner),  a  gentleman  in  the  profession  of  the  hm*  The 
court  of  directors  sent  tlie  letter  of  the  commissioners^ fiom 
which  the  extract,  which  had  been  read,  wasviakea^  latiia 
three  aninent  counsel  whose  opinion  was  desiredj  and  the 
ibilowing  was  their  answer.  '^  Afitef  what  has  mlea  fma 
the  high  authority  alluded  to,  and  from  othet  jadges  on  the 
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Ibeneli)  'we  are  obliged  to  «iy,  tkat  at  least  $o  much  doubt 
18  thrown  upou  the  legality  of  administering  voliuitary  oaths 
4hat  we  cannot  say  thut  they  may  be  admimsteved  with  ' 
safety  and  propriety,  nor  can  we  advise  tbe  comnussioquers 
to  require  them  to  be  administered. 

' «  SP.  PERCEVAL. 


1" 


<Signed)        ^«V.  GIBBS. 

WILUAM  ADAM.** 

The  foUowiBg  extract  of  a  latter  from  the  commissioneni 
to  Mr.  Ramsay,  dated  the  15th  of  Angust,  1805,  would 
«bew  the  impression  piodnced  upon  their  minds,  npon  re>- 
ceiving  the  sentiments  of  these  teamed  authorities,  for 
whose  judgment  they,  in  common,  he  believed  he  might 
say,  with  the  House^  and  the  whole  nation,  felt  the  highest 
nspoct.  Having  aefcnowledged  the  rocei^)t  of.  the  Tetter 
£rom  the  India-house^  containing  the  opinion  of  the  coun- 
ad,  they  proceeded  thus «  ''  The  result  of  the  reference 
4o  the  legal  authorities,  who  have  been  consulted  on  that 
asUbject,  of  course  makes  it  intpossible  for  us  to  requiri 
any  oath  at  all,  and  only  serves  to  confirm  us  in  the  opini* 
Ga  wo  gave  in  the  concluding  part  of  our  letter  of  the 
27th  of  July.  Under  tlicsc  circumstances,  we  feel  it  in- 
cumbent upon  us,  in  justice  to  the  parties,  as  well  as  to 
ourselves,  to  express  that  opinion,  in  the  words  of  the  last 
iclause  of  the  deed,  viz»  that  the  powers  now  vested  in  us 
areinfiuffioient  for  the  execution  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  us, 
aceording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  that  instni* 
aaent.^'  The  House  had  now  heard  the  circumstances' 
wfaiob  Jed  to  the  application  to  Parliament,  and  occasioned 
him  i(Mr.  H.)  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill.  When 
thobill<fl(haU  be  introduced,  the  House  will  find  no  clause, 
hy  which  Parliament  confirms  or  sanctions  the  agreement  of 
Jii)>>  1865,  between  the  East  India  Company  and  the  ere* . 
dilors  of  the  late  Nabobs  of  the  Carnatic.  That  agreement 
had  btoa  correctly  drawn,  and  formally  executed  hy  the 
parties,  and  had  reccfived  the  sanction  of  the  board  of  comr 
missioners  for  the  ailairs  of  India,  where  the  law  had  placed 
^*  full  power  and  authority  to  superintend,  direct,  and 
cQntrottl  all  concerns  and  operations  respecting  the  civil  and 
military  government,  and  the  revenues  of  the  Company's 
territepries  and  acquisitions  in  the  East  Indies."  The  deed 
>waf  in  a  constant  course  of  operation,  and  the  commis* 
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Biofiershad  long  acted  iii  the  discharge  of  their  officialiaiiC' 
tions.     Henoe  the  object  of  the  bill  was  not  to  solicit  a 

,  parliamentary  ratification  of  the  deeded  covenants,  but  to 
obtain  stronger  powers  foribe  commissk>iuer8,  in  order  U) 
the  more  eflectual  attainment  of  substantial  justice^  With 
this  view  it  was  proposed  to  give  to  the  coinmissioofrB  n 

'  power  to  examine  upon  oath,  and  sutyeqt  the  persons  viho 
broke  it  to'  tha  penalties  of  perjury.    They  were.also  lo 
have  a  power  of  summoning  witnesses,  and  calling  foi  the 
production  of  papers,  but  they  were  not  armed  with  tkc 
strong  authority  committed  to -the  naval,  and  other  parFi- 
anientary  commissioners,  because  the  commission,  tiioiigh 
of  great  public  importance,  was,  technically  speaking)  of 
^  priviite  nature,     On  this  ground  no  compulsory  pioccM 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  cx>mmissioner8,  but  the  eo- 
forcement  of  obedience,  tlie  punishment  of  disobedience, 
and  the  recovery  of  damages  for  a  breach  of  the  statute,  if 
the  proposed  bill  should  pass  into  a  law,    was  left  to 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  courts  of  justice.     Althougi 
this    enlargement  of  the    powers  of  the  commissioneri 
was  tlie  great  object  of  the  bill,  it  was  -  naiurallv  con- 
sidered,   as  an  application  was   to  be  made  to  Failia- 
ment,  what  otlier  sidutary  provisions  could.be  added. 
There  was  one,  which,  as  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  move  the  bill, 
it  was  his  duty  to  explain  to  the  House.     It  related  to  the 
transfers  of  the  property  of  successful  claimants — tliat  pro- 
perty, it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  state,  was  but  a mw 
chose  en  action^  and  therefore  a  vendee  or  tranjjfereo- would 
possess  but  an  equitable  interest,  and  if  be  liad  occasioa  to 
sue  for  interest,  or  principal,  must  bring  his  action  in  the 
name  of  the  original  claimant,  bis  cxecutprs,  and  UAcx^ 
cutors'  executors.     The  intended  clause  was  Ip  gire  tie 
transfcjee  the  legal  in  addition  to  the  equitable  intererfj^fi"^ 
to  vest  him  with  all  the  rights  of  the  transferor.    It  "vas 
proposed,  also,  to  protect  the  transfeirs,  &c.  frqin  frau*** 
lent  counterfeiting,    by  punishing  the  crimt^,    ii0t  *i**^ 
death,,  as  in  forgery  of  bills  of  exchange,  but  with  tdins' 

Jjortation  (as  was  not,  he  believed,  unusual,  where  pi»p«ty 
ar  less  considerable  was  at  stake)  or  with  lesser •p****''' 
ment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  Mr.  HobhousesaW  ^^ 
was  happy  in  thinking  that  be  should  trespass  a  very  ab^'^J 
time  longer  upon  the  attention  of  tlie  Iloust*.  His  iMMrifty 
to  possess  the  Ho^ise  of  all  the  information  on  the  subject, 

had  led  him  into  so  great  length.    He  had  stated  ^ff  ^'''^ 
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year  1784,  •irlien  Patliament  first  established  reraktions 
tespeeting  the  debts  of  tile  Ndbob  of  Arcot,  the  funds 
ivhich  hiui  frotn  time  to  time  been  appropriated  for  their 
discharge,  and  the  eVkcts  produced  by  the  successive  trea« 
ties  and  arrangement9--*be  had  shewn  (and  he  trusted  satis- 
fectorily)  the  justice  and  propriety  of  theai^reemi^nt  which, 
in  July  180S,  had  been*  made  between  the  East  India 
Company  and  the  creditors  of  the  late  Nabobs-rhe  bad^ 
also,  explained  the  grounds  of  the  present  application  to 
]parUamcnt,  and  the  leading  provisions  in  the  proposed 
lUU,  He  trusted  that  the  decision  of  Parliament,  what- 
ever it  mitfht  be,  would  be  s|3eedy.  The  commissioners 
were  unwilling  longer  to  remain  in  a  state  of  inactivity  as 
to  th^  most  important  part  of  their  duty,  namely,  the  ad« 
judication  of  claims.  He  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
many  of  the  claimants  were  in  the  greatest  state  of  pecu- 
niary embarrassment;  their  claims  should,  as  soon  as  pos« 
sible,  be  brought  tp  a  decision  ;  that^  if  solid;  the  parties 
might  posses  means  of  relieving  their  distress,  and,  if  un- 
founded, they  might  be  taught  no  longer  to  depend  upon 
an  unsubstantial  resource,  or  to  l^n  upon  a  broken  reed, 
Mr.  Upbhouse  said  that  he  should  here  sit  down  ;  but  that 
he  was  uhder  the  necessity  of  saying  a  few  words  respect*- 
ing  himself.  There  were  many  gentlemen  in  the  House 
who  could  testify  how  unwilling  he  had  been  to  appear  in 
the  situation  \n  which  he  now  stood,*  anyhow  glad  he 
riumld  have  been  if  any  other  gentleman  would  hare 
brought  forward  this  ipeasure.  One,  and  not  the  least  of 
his  objections  was,  that  it  was  awkward,  if  not  unusual, 
ibr  a  member  of  P«irliamcnt  to  move  that  stronger  po\fers 
fdiould  be  given  to  a  commission,  of  which  he  formed  a 
perrt,  which  was  equivalent  to  an  application  for  stronger 

Kowers  to  be  confided  to  himself.  Both  parties,  however, 
nd  urgcntiy  requested  him  to  stand  forward  on  this  occa- 
liion;  upon  t)ie,ground  that  a  commissioner,  who  expe« 
rienced  the  difficulties  arising  from  want  of  powers,  would 
be  best-able  to  explain  them  to  the  House.  Had  the  com- 
mission  been  constructed  as  it  was  origindlly  formed,  and 
his  hoonoafoble  friend  (Mr.  Ryder)  had  still  continued  the 
iirst  commissioner,  the  argument  would  have  been  very 
Iprcible ;  Ijwt, '  when  addressed  to  himself,  it  had  no  weight. 
-T-lIis  scruples  at  length  gave  way  to  intreaty  :  he  should 
l#avo  been  better  satisfied  if  any  other  gentleman  had  intro- 
duced the  measure  io  the  notice  of  Parliament,  and  any 
'     .  'oth(r 
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.  tfUi^r  genUemftn,  be  was  sure,  woidd  ham  done  gieater 
jasliee  to  the  cause  of  the  parties.  AAer  liayiiig  stated^ 
that  i€the  Hoose  gars  leave  to  bring  in  the  biU,  v^Etkh  was 
ftheody  *priiited^  and  ^eod  it  a  first  time  to-momnr  «vc»« 
ingy  it  >vas  his  intention  to  allow  a  snflicieBt  intenral  £ok 
considtermtion  before  the  second  reading,  he  eoaclndedL'tt 
▼ery  long  speech  with  moving  for  leave  to  toing  in  vhSl 
lor  the  purposes  before  stated. 

Mr.  Whttshed  Keenly  after  having  passbd  manj  enco^ 
Biiums  upon  the  great  talents  displayed  by  Mr.  Hobfabofieji 
observed,  that  he  did  not  at  present  see  any  stiong'ob^ 
jeciion  to  the  measure  proposed ;  but  he  could  not  help  re- 
fiftarking,  that,  in  looking  over  the  list  of  claimants,  hb 
MW  a  number  of  names  of  x>erson5  bearing  high  situation* 
in  ituHikj  and  who  perhaps  had  no  strohg  claims  on  Cho 
humaMit^  4ind  equity  of  the  Company  in  this  instance.  Ho 
must  also  obiiftrve) 'that,  alAough-in  1784,  this  caamtiTy 
claimed  no  right  of  participation  in  the  surplus  oftherere^ 
nues  of  the  Company,  yet,  Irom  <he  year  1793,  the  puUio 
liad  ti  claim  of  naif  a  million  annually,  which  it  had  tf^ 
ver  feceived ;  and,  on  the  contmry,  it  w«as  now  stated,  thAt 
a  million  was  due  from  the  public  to  the  Company.  Thb 
might  be  a  consideration  in  the  discussion  of  the  memte 
proposed.  He  had  not  been  aware,  that  the  busines5  woulj 
have  come  on  that  night,  but  should  be  prepared  on  tlio 
day  appointed  for  the  second  reading,  to  offer  such  obser« 
yations  as  the  consideration  of  the  subject  should  suggest, 

0FF£NCSS  ON  THE  HIGH  S£AS» 

Mr.  Jertisy  in  pursuance  of  a  former  notice,  moved  «iif 
leave  to  brmg  in  a  bill  for  altering  and  expediting  thelito) 
ofoftnces  committed  in  distant  parts  on  the  high  seas. 
The  grounds  on  which  be  submitted  his  motion  to  tho 
House  were  as  follow  ;^--By  the  act  of  Heniy  VIII.  tho 
jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty  had  been  extended  to  alt  o& 
fences  committed  on  the  high  seas ;  but  Uie  exerdse  0f  this 
jurisdiction  had  been  often  attended  with  great  delay  amd 
kiconvenience,  inasmuch  as  it  bscanie  nccessaiy *tha<  Iha 
oflbnder  and  the  witnesses  should  be  brought  to  this  coufK 
try,  and  that  the  trial  shoidd  take  place  here-.  To  i«m^ 
this  inconvenience,  the  Admiralty,  by  an  act  of  William, 
were  empowered  to  appoint  a  special  conimission  for  con* 
ducting  the  trial  of  ofiences  in  distant  parts.  But  the  au^ 
fhority  of  such  cpmmissions  was  conned  to  the  colonies^ 
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and  besides^  they  acted  upon  the  principles  of  the  gitU  kwy 
which  ivere  yery  different  from  those  of  the  comnuMi  law  of 
tfiis  oonntry^  The  dcsiffn  of  this  bill^  therefbre,  was  to 
pwveiit  the  necessity  of  orhiging  home  the  offenders^  and 
ateo  that  they  mi^t  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  trial  byjury^ 
and  not  be  tried  according  to  the  fimns  of  the  civil  law«*^ 
Leave  granted. 

PBOVISION  FOn  STirBNDIAIir  CURATE^. 

Mr.  Perceoalj  in  pursuance  of  a  fbrmec  notice,  movecl 
&r  leave  lo  haxim  in  a  bill,  for  making  more  effectual  pro* 
yision  for  stipendiary  curates,  and  for  enforcing  their  re^« 
dence  on  theu:  cures*  He  trusted  it  would  not  he  necessary 
to  troobtetbe  House  at  much  length  on  the  expediently  of 
the  bill  which  he  now  proposed.  A  bill  to  the  same  effect 
had  latdly  passed  this  House,  but  in  consequence  of  certain 
alterations  which  it  had  undergone  in  the  Lords,  and 
which  were  not  agreed  to  by  the  House,  the  bill  had  at 
Ant  time  been  lost.  He  trusted  that  the  bill  which  he 
now  proposed,  would  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  th^ 
House,  as  some  alteration  was  rendered  still  more  necessary 
than  ever,  by  the  rise  in  the  value  of  livings,  in  cense* 
quence  of  the  improvements  in  agriculture,  and  particu^ ' 
krly  by  the  depreciation  of  money  of  late  years.  He  was 
convinced  it  would  appear  but  reasonable,  that,  where  a 
living  was  beyond  4()0/.  a  year,  more  than  75/.  a  year 
should  be  granted  to  the  curate. 

JLord  Poixhcsler  said,  that  it  appeared  to  him,  from 
what  had  fidlen  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the 

S>roposed  bill  was  tbunded  on  the  snme  principle  as  the 
,Qrmer :  a  principle  which,  he  trustcil,  would  never  be 
recognised  by*  the  House.  This  bill  was  to  give  the 
fiishop  the  power  of  rating  the  income  of  incumbents,  and 
assessmg  litem  according  to  his  pleasure.  It  communi- 
cated an  uncontrouled  power  which  was  liable  to  abuse, 
and  authorised  an  invasion  of  the  property  of  the  subject. 
B^des^  it  would  be  premature  to  introduce  such  a  bill, 
while. a  committee  had  been  lately  appointed  (o  obtain  iu- 
£iKination  respecting  the  residence  and  situation  of  the 
clergy.  These  enquiries  should  be  completed  before  any 
such  measure  was  L^ousht  forwards 

JVfr.  Perceval  replied,  that  he  had  heard  nothing  that 
ought  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  the  bill.  It  might 
be  brought  in  at  present^  and ^  the  House  might  pause 


Digitized  by 


Google 


658  TH£7i^RLXAME:VTAAY  RE018TER4  [coM/ 

before  tht  bill  received  a  final  discussion,  till  the  report 
of  the  committee  wa$  receivod.  It  coatd  not  be  said,  that 
the  power  of  the  Bishop  would  be  uncontroakd,  since  an 
appeal  would  lie  to  the  Archbishop.  *  The  alteration  in 
the  value  of  money  was  such  as  must  convince  everj 
i^an,  that  75/.  per  annum  was  not  an  adequate  stipend 
to  be  paid  to  the  officiating  curate  by  the  non-resident  nee* 
tor.  The  value  of  some  livings  in  England  amounted  to 
2000/.  a  Jrcar,  and  it  was  surely  not  uarcasonnble  that  the 
Bishop  should  have  it  in  his  power  to  increase  the  stip^d 
of  the  curate  in  some  degree  of  proportion  to  the  value  of 
the  living.  The  great  object  of  the  bill  was  to  give  such  a 
power  to  the  Bishop  as  might  enable  him  to  mak^  adequate 
provison  for  the  oinciating  curate,  who  performed  the  du- 
ties of  the  non-resident  incumbent. 

Lord  Porchester  explained,  and  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  Fox,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  John  Newport,  leave  was  granted 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  packing  of  butter  in 
Ireland. 

MAUQtJIS  WELLESLEV, 

Mr.  Paull  said,  that  in  consequence  of  several  circnm* 
stances,  it  Mould  he  inipossil)le  for  him  to  bring  forward 
the  cliargcs  against  the  Marquis  Wellesley  the  next 
day.  He  was  sorry  that  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Huddlcston)  scximed  to  have  relinquished  his  motion 
respecting  India  papers,  of  which  he  had  formerly  given 
notice.  Ihit  on  Iriday  next,  he  would  proceed  to  lay  ihc 
grounds  of  a  charge  against  tlie  Marquis  Wellesley,  founded 
un  his  conduct  to  the  Nabob  of  Hyderabad. 

NAVAL  PAPERS. 

Admiral  Markhara  rose  to  state,  that  several  of  those  pa- 
pers, which  lie  had  moved  for  on  the  16th  of  Maylastf 
and  which  he  ronsiderod  as  necessary  to  the  defence  oi 
Lord  St.  Vinc^»nt  against  the  charges  which  had  been 
brought  against  him,  had  not  bt»(Mi  laid  before  the  House. 
On  examining  the  papers  wliicli  he  had  then  moved  for, 
and  which  had  been  printed  by  order  of  the  House,  he 
found,  that  some  which  lie  considered  as  of  essential  inJ- 
portancc  were  wanting.  The  Honourable  Admiral  *h^^* 
read  a  list  of  those  papers  which  had' not  been  pre- 
sented to  thellous^,  stating,  at  t ho -same  time,  that  «• 
should  wave  that  part  of  his  former  miction,  which  or* 
3  d«r«a 
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derod  the  production  of  what  y^ent  undqr  the  name  of 
Doomsday-book,  and  which  contained  an  account  of  what 
everj  ship  in  the  navy  had  cost  since  it  was  built.  But  ^e 
trusted  to  the  candour  and  liberalitv  of  the  House,  that 
they  would  support  him  in  calling  lor  the  proper  officers 
lo  produce  the  other  papers  which  had  boen  ordered,  and 
also  to  account  to  the  House  for  their  not  being  already 
jiroduced.  The  order  of  the  16(h  of  May,  1805,  for  ya- 
.  rious  naval  papers,  was  then  read,  and  on  the  Speaker  put- 
ting ^he  'que^tioD^  that  the  proper  officers  do  make  a  return 
forthwith, 

Mr*  J^ch/  said,  that  the  papers  had  now  been  on  the 
table  of  the  House  for  three  months,  and  had  the  hon.  ad- 
miral examined  them  from  time  to  time,  as  he  had  done, 
he  would  long  ere  now  have  known  which  of  them  were 
wanting.  He  contended,  that  the  hon.  admiral  was  aware 
of  the  imi)ossibility  of  producing  the  document,  which 
we^t, under  the  name'  of  Doomsday-book,  even  when  he 
moved  for  its  production,  arid  observed,  that  it  woqld  be 
doomsday  before  such  a  voluminous  paper  could  be  pro- 
duced. He  complained  of  great  hardship  in  bein^  obliged, 
from  time  to  time,  to  delay  those  charges  which  he  had  .to 
bring  against  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and  which  he  was  ready  at 
any  time  to  substantiate. 

♦  Admiral  Markham  appealed  to  the  House,  whether  he 
could  be  chargeable  "with  occasioning  delay,  in  meVelv 
moving  that  the  proper  officers  be  called  upon  to  prodtf^ 
the  papers  which  had  been  already  ordered.  Had  he 
moved  for  fresh  documents,  there,  might  have  been  some 
shadow  of  ground  for  such  a  charge,  though  even  then  it 
might  have  been  sufficient  U^  say  that  such  papers  were 
nectary;  but  he  luul  now  only  moved,  that  the  navy 
board  do  account  for  certain  papers  being  withheld,  and 
be  ordered  to  furnish  them  forthwith :  he  knew  Dooms* 
day-book  well,  aiid  was  convinced,  that  something  similar 
to  it  might  be  speedily  produced;  but  he  shoifld  wave  its 
production,  to  avoid  the  charge  of  wishing  to  cause  unne- 
cessary delay. 

Lord  Ilouick  would  not  enquire  info  the  motives  bv 
wjiich  the  ]}on.  gentleman  opposite  to  him  was  actuated, 
in  reiterating  those  heavy  charges  against  the  noble  lord ; 
but  he  had  never  heard  a  more  unfounded  accusation  than 
ihat  which  charged  his  hon.  friend  with  a  wish  to  occasion 
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delay.  The  hon.  admiral  had  moved  for  certain  papers  to 
Tcbut  the  charges  which  had  been  made,  and  to  prevent  the 
House  from  formin^^  a  partial  judgment.  Some  of  these 
{Mipers  had  been  vrithheld,  from  what  motive  did  not  ap- 
pear; but  they  had  not  been  kept  back  by  any  fault  on  the 
part  of  his  hon.  friend,  who  now  calleu  on  the  House  to 
order  their  immediate  production »  Whether  the  hamm 
gentleman  will  press  his  motion  on  Thursday  n^xt^  or  whe- 
ther he  would  postpone  it,  it  was  for  him  to  determine; 
but  in  common  fairness,  the  House  should  first  be  in  poft* 
session  of  all  the  documents  necessary  to  throw  light  or 
the  subject.  He,  for  his  part,  saw  that  great  public  in- 
convenience would  arise  from  the  discussions  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  intended  to  bring  forward:  and  j 
though  the  conduct  of  Lord  St.  Vincent  was  in  some  J 
measure  implicated,  and  brought  in  question  by  those 
charges  that  had  been  made,  yet  so  strongly  was  he  con- 
vince of  their  lieing  destitute  of  any  foundation,  that  he 
could  wish  tiie  hon.  gentleman  had  been  dissuaded  £tom 
.the  prosecution  of  'them . 

Mr.  Jcffery^  in  explanation,  said,  that  nothing  should 
deter  or  dissuade  him  from  bringing  forward  tlie  charges  te* 
ferred  tu ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  had  no  objection  to  waiC 
a  few  davs  longer» 

The  House  then  ordered  that  the  proper  officers  do  fiirth- 
with  make  a  return  of  the  papers  in  question,  at  the  same 
time  giving  their  reasons  for  not  sooner  complying  with  the 
order  of  the  House. 

-  On  the  motion  of  General  Gascoigne,  an  humble addresi 
was  ordered  to  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that 
he  would  be  pleasea  to  give  orders,  that  copies  of  thecapi* 
.tuiationspf  Surinam,  £ssequibo^.  Berbice,  and  Demerara^ 
.when  they  surrendered  to  his  Majesty's  arms,  be  laidbefoie 
the  House* 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
into  consideration  the  repeal  of  the  tax  of  3s.  per  aanum 
laid  upon  dwelling-houses  in  Ireland  above  a  certain  rent, 
imposed  iji  the  lobt  session  of  Parliament :  the  order  hdtig 
read, 

Sir  John  Newport  entered  into  an  explanation  of  the 
juature  of  the  tax,  which  he  said  pressed  wiih  peculiar 
severity  on  a  very  great  portion  of  tuc  lower  orders  of  tlie 
people  of  Ireland)  who  certainly  could  never  have  comer 
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Within  the  contemplation  of  the  legislature  as  objects  of 
taxation,  namely,  the  poor  cottagers. 

Mr.  Foster,  who  had  brought  forward  the  tax,  said,  lie 
had  been  reluctantly  obliged  to  it  by  the  exigencies  of  the    . 
country,  and  the  state  of  financial  aiS^irs.     He  a(]mitted 
the  repeal  to  be  most  desirable,  if  an  digible  tax,  eqaaUjr 
productive,' could  be  substituted.    But  he  cautioned  iSxe  . 
right  hon.  baronet  against  x^astinff  away,  in  the  present.' 
state  of  affairs,    a  tax  that  produced  20,000/.  without 
being  sure  of  a  substitute  equally  advantageous;  and  es» 
p^ially  before  the  whole  financial  system  for  Ireland  was 
fairly  before  the  House,  and  a  great  majority  of  Irish  mem* 
bers  present.  • 

Sir  John  Newport  thought  the  tax  by  up  means  so  pro- 
ductive; that  it  did  not  exceed  6  or-  7,000/.;  but  even 
supposing  it  20^000/.  he  was  still  convinced  it  shoidd  be 
repealed. 

After  some  further  consideration,  Sir  John  NewportV 
motion  was  a^eed  to. 

Sir  John  Newport  brought  forward  another  resolution 
*  in  favour  of  the  expediency  of  raising  the  annual  demand 
upon  the  national  bank  of  Ireland,  for  a  sum  in  compensa* 
tion  for  the  stamp  duties  payable  on  their  bills' and  notes." 
vhich,aflersomeobjectionsfrom  Mr.  Foster,  was  also  agreed 
toy'and  leave  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  pursuant  to  said  resQ* 
lution. 

Read  a  third  time  the  20,000,000/.  loan  biU.  Passed, 
and  ordered  to  the  Ix>rds. 

The  House  in  a  committee  of  supply  $  when  the  secre- 
tary at  war,  postponing  that  part  of  the  army  estimates 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  plan  stated  a  few  nights  since 
by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Windham)^  moved  the  other 
army  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year,  which  he  stated 
to  be  on  similar  grounds  to  those  of  the  last.  Several  items 
were  read  from  the  chair*  Ordered  to  be  reported  to» 
morrow. 

Mr.  Jeffcry  moved  for  the  production  of  an  account, 
shewing  the  number  and  names  of  the  ships  of  the  Ibe, 
and  frigates,  lying  in  ordinary  on  the  first  of  October,  1801 ; 
with'  the  estimate  then  stated  of  repairs  necessanr  to  fit 
them  for  actual  service:  he  said,  that  the  motion  for  those 

eatpers  should  not  retard  the  motion  he  meant  to  bring  for* 
;ird  relative  to  Earl  St.  Vincent,  fiir  if  the  account  should 
4P«  not 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ordered.  , 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  James  Fitz^rald,  the  second 
rei3inff  of  fhe  Idsh  population  bill  was  postponed  to  th& 
fiSt  of  August. 

Mr.  Yansittart  presented  a  bill  to  correct  son^e  mistakes 
in" naming  the  commissioners  of  land-tax.  Read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  for  the  second  reading  on 'Thursday  fort« 
ni^ht.   J 

.Officers  from  the  London  flour  company,  the  esdieqaer> 
and  the  army  pay-office,  presented  several  accounts  puiau* 
ant  to  order,  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Yansittart  moved  for  several  accounts  shewing  ^e 
nett  produce  of  the  perqiancnt  taxes  for  three  years  past, 
with  their  respective  quarterly  averages.    Ordered. 

Mr.  Yansittart  gave  notice,  that  be  should  move  (be 
House  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  the  tea  tax,  on  ^ 
iTiuraday  next;  of  the  tobacco  tax  t)n  Wedn^ay  next; 
aijid  that^  in  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  Wedt " 
nesdav,.  he  should  move  for  a  small  additional  (ax  ufK>h 
East  In^dia  sugars,  iii  order  to  place  them  on  a  footing  vnth 
West  India. 

Admiral  Duckworth's  annuity  bill  wasr  read  in  com- 
mjtttee,  and  ordared  to  be  reported  the  next  day.  Ad- 
journed. 

HOUSEOFLORDS. 

.'    .      '      TtTESDAV,    APRIL    15. 

^iiord  Viscount  Duncan  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

f  The  Irish  militia  service  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
pjassed,  and  a  messa^  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of 
(^mnions,  to  acquaint  theiti  therewith. 

If  he  Irish  treasury  bills  bill,  and  the  British  fisheries  eit^ 
couragement'biil,  \^ere  read  si  second  time,  and  cammtttM 
for  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Crewe,  secretary  to  the  board  of  ordnance,  pre^nted 
returnsTespectingthe  strength  of  the  royal  regiment  df  ar- 
tillen^,  the  ntimber  of  recruits,  &c. 

^  Mr.  Worsley,  from  the  London  flour  company,  pie- 
scnted  several  accounts  from  that  company.  And  Mr. 
Irving,  inspector-general  of  imports  and  exports,  pr^ 
scnted  several  papers  relative  to  the  shipping  ana  contoterce 
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of  Great  Britain  i  all  ^hicfa  were  onlered  to  lie  on  tlictablc^ 
and  the  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Irving  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hawtbome  and  several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  S0,000,000/.  loan  bill,  yfhick 
was  read  a  first  time,    kdjoumed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.     " 

TUBSDAY,   APRIL    15. 

Mr.  Francis  rose  to  state,  that  having  understood  that 
an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hobhouse)  had  yesterday 
bought  under  the  viow  of  the  House  the  debts  of  tte 
Nabob  of  Aicot,  and  having  been  prevented  by  a  pamfal 
necessity  from  being  present  on  that  occasion,  he  would 
n6y^  give  notice  of  amotion  to  which  he  would  b^  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  of  his  Majesty's  ministers. 
He  meant  to  move  the  next  day  for  an  account  of  the  whole 
ami>Hfit  of  the  debts  of  the  Nabob,  and  of  the  specifio 
dufms  of  each  cr^itot. 

,Mr.  Hobhouse  brought  up  the  bill  for  better  enabliiig 
cc^in  cdmmisskmers  to  carry  into  effect  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  the  E^st  India  Company,  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  and  his  creditors.  The  bill  was  read  a  first  time, 
and  ordeted  to  be'r^  a  second  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mt.  Baillie  presented  a  petition  from  certain  owners  of 
phlnfntlons  in  Demerom,  E^sequibo,  and  Berbice,  against 
tte  bttl  for  preventing  the  importation  of  ^aves  into  colo- 
nies surrendered  to  his  Majesty's  arms.     Laid  on^the  fable. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  James  PuUeney,  a  new  writ  was 
oi^red  for  the  election'  of  a  member  for  Weymouth,  in 
the  room  of  Wm.  Grartlishore,  Esq.  deceased. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  rose  to  say,  that  having  just  now  learnt 
that  the  attention  of  the  House  would  be  occupied,  both  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  next,  by  very  important  business, 
he  should  postjxmc  the  second  readin/i^  of  the  bill  which  he 
had  lately  Drought  up,  till  the  next  day  se'nnight. 

Mr.  S^jeant  Best  gave  notice  for  Friday  next,  of  his  in- 
tention to  move  for  leavt^  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  preventing 
the  publication  in  newspapers  of  examinations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  occurrences  that  tAe  place  before  trials. 

Greneral  Tarleton  presentea  a  petition  from  certain  ship- 
owners in  Liverpool  against  the  slave  importation  restriction 
bni.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jervb  brought^  up  the  bill  for  the  more  speedy  trial 
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of  offences  committed  in  distant  parts  on  the  high  seas* 
Acad  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  on  that 
day  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Perceval  brought  up  the  bill  for  making  more  ettec^ 
tual  i)Tovision  for  stipendiary  curates,  which  was  read  a 
first  time ;  and,  on  the  desire  of  Sir  John  Wrottesley,  the 
second  reading  was  postponed  till  the  next  day  se'nnight. 

Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up  the  three  millions  exchequer 
loan  bill ;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
'  read  a  second  the  next  day« 

Sir  J.  Newport  brought  yp  the  bill  for  regulating  the 
packing  of  butter  in  Irdand,  which  was  read  a  first  time^ 
and  orueFed  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday  next. 

Sir  J.  Newport  brought  up  the  bill  for  repealing  thedutjr 
of  three  diillings,  chargeableby  an  act  of  Is^  session,  on 
houses. in  Ireland,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordaped 
to  be  read  a  second  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  supply.  The  resolutions  respectuig  the  iirmy  estimatei 
ivereread,  and  agreed  to. 

Lord  Colston  presented  copies  of  the  capitulations  of 
Demerara,  Berbice,  &c.  in  pursuance  of  an  address  of  the 
House  to  his  Majesty  on  the  subject* 

Mr.  PauU  ^ve  notice,  that  on  Friday  next  he  wouU 
move  for  certain  papers  respecting  those  charges  of  wfiidi 
be  had  given  notice ;  and  would,  on  Tuesday,  bring  fiir^ 
ward  a  charge,  layine  the  foundation  of  an  impeachment 
against  Marquis  We!lesley» 

Sir  John  Newport  brought  up  the  Irish  bank-note  stamp 
duty  bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  aad  ordered  to  bp 
rdad  a  second  on  Thursday, 

SHERIFFS   OF   WATEUFORD, 

Sir  John  Newport  rose  to  request  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  a  few  moments,  to  amotion  which  had  been  ap^ 
pointed  for  that  day,  respecting  the  ShctiiTs  of  Wateiford, 
fie  hoped,  that  if  it  should  appear,  that  what  had  l^oen 
done  prooeeded  from  ignorance,  or  inattention^  th^  House 
would  be  inclined  to  pass  it  over,  and  that  lenity  would  be 
shewn  to  those  who  had  been  chargeable  with  the  oveisight^ 
But  he  would  also  submit  to  the  consideration  of  his  ha> 
nourable  friend,  who  had  given  notice  of  the  motion,  that 
there  had  been  some  difficulty  in  the  interpretation  of  the 
act  on  the  subject^  and  that  the  law,  as  it  now  stood  iii 
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ireiana,  naa  oeen  mc  suDjeci  oi  consmeraoie  aouoi,  ana 
dlfibrence  of  opinion* 

Mr.  Fbx  was  disposed  to  pay  every  attention  to  what 
had  fallen  from  his  honourable  friend.  The  act  imposed 
a  pecuniary  penalty  on  the  sherifis,  unless  the  return  was 
made  witliin  forty  days ;  but  it  was  not  meant  to  give  them 
a  discretionary  power^  to  postpone  their  return  of  a  membec 
to  the  utmost  limit  prescribed  by  the  law.  Still,  however^ 
as  some  misconstruction  of  the  act^had  taken  place  in  cer« 
tain  instances,  he  did  not  wish  to  bear  hard  on  any  indi- 
viduals, who  had  not  complied  with  what  appeared  to  hum 
the  plain  meaning  of  the  act.  The  only  question  for  the 
House  to  consider  would  now  therefore  be,  whether  it  would 
be  proper  to  amend  the  act,  so  as  to  remove  every  doubt,  or 
whether  a  resolution  of  the  House  would  be  sufficient  ta 
prevent  any  such  irr^ularity  for  the  future. 

Mr.  Lei^h  stated  mr  the  mformation  of  the  House,  th^ 
the  sheriff  m  Ireland  had  a  power  which  was  not  possessed 
in  this  country.  In  the  caseof  a  return  for  a  county  mem- 
ber in^  Ireland,  the  two  attomys-general  of  the  different 
<X)untries  had  given  opuiions  diametrically  opposite.  This 
was  enough  to  shew  that  considerable  misapprehension  ex* 
isted  on  me  subject  of  the  act. 

Sir  Vicary  Gibbs  said,  it  was  clear  that  the  penalty  could 
not  be  levied,  if  the  Sheriffs  made  their  return  witnin  thq 
period  prescribed  by  the  act. 

Mr.  Fox  then  agre^  to  abandon  the  motion  of  which  he 
luid  given  notice. 

WITNESSES  DECLARATORT   BILL. 

The  attorney-general  then  moved,  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  on  the  witnesses  evidence  declaratory 
biU. 

The  Speaker  having  put  the  question,  that  he  now  leave 
the  chair, 

Mr.  Perceval  said^  that,  though  in  his  opinion  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  present  biU,  yet  he  would  defer  his 
observations  upon  it  till  it  had  received  those  amendments 
which  were  likely  to  be  made  in  the  committee,  and,  there-' 
fore,  he  should  not  oppose  it  in  the  present  stage  of  its  pro-* ' 

fress,  but  he  could  not  avoid  making  one  remark  on  the 
ill,  which  had  with  him  considerable  weight.  The  design 
of  the  bill  was  to  enact  that  to  l3e  the  law,  which  was  the 
opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  judges.  But  il  appeared  to 
Jiim,  that  six  out  of  the  eight  judges,  who  approved  of 
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from  ihfi  j^f  ral  principle.     The  present  bill,  therefore, 
seemed  to  a4>cribc  to  them  the  unqualified  adoption  of  an 
opiuiQu  /which  they  entertained  with  certain  cj^ceptions. 
This  was  an  objection  which  he  should  take  an  opportunity 
of  urginj^  <'\gainst  the  bill,  unless  certain  qualiocations  of 
the  general  principle  were  introduced  into  it. 
The  AttorneuMeneralsBxA^  that  since  his  learned  friend 
.  had  expressed  nimself  dissatisfied  with  the  principle  of  iV 
bill,  he  submitted  it  to  him,  whether  it  ^ould  not  be  more 
consistent  to  Qp]X)6e  the  bill  in  its  present  process,  aad 
state  full  V  Uis  objections  Xo  the  principle,  than,afitemards 
to  ur;!j:e  toose  objections,  i¥ben  the  House  had  spent. muck 
time  and  attention  on  the  amendment  of  the  bill,  and 
-which,  after  all,  it  might  see  reason  to  throw  out  allogc- 
ther. 
The  Master  of  the  Rolls  defended  the  consistency  of  his 
.  learned  friend.   'He could  not  help  considering  the,prwt 
bill  as  unnecessary,  but  lie  would  pay  every  d^ee^t  d^ 
fercnce  to  the  opinion  of  those  who  thought  othcnnse. 
It  it  should  comex>ut  of  the  bands  of  the  committee  in^ 
•  shape  not  very  unsatisfactory,  it  should  not  then  meetmth 
much  opposition  from  him.     Had  he  been  called  uDon  (o 
give  his  opinion  on  the  subjiect  of  the  bill,  he  sboula  have 
j^iven  that  which  was  held  by  the  minority  pf  the. judges. 
But  since  the  majority  of  the  judges  had  given  asQler^n  cle* 
cision  on  the  point,  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  the  (M)inian 
of  tlie  Lords  on  a  bill  before  that  House,  he  coiiW  not 
lu^lp  considering  the  matter  as  sufficiently  set  at  rest.  He 
should  think  that  no  judge  would  henceiorih  aciUf)0Dh»5 
own  private-opinion,  in  opposition  to  that4>f  tboittajoritV) 
since  it  could  not  fail  to  be  overruled  by  the  majority  o^tftc 
judges.     The  law,  therefore,  was  already  suflScicntly  de- 
clared: there  seemed  no  occasion  for  any  iniurk^^^^^ 
the  legislature,  and  the  Hotise  of  Lords  had  aotod-oa  tbe 
opinion  which  had  been  laid  before  them.     But,  t»ithid 
lx»cn  already  stated  by  his  learned  friend,  thewfqoFityfj 
the  judges  had  ddivcred  a  qualified  opinion.    Th«y  *aid 
tliat,   generally  speaking,    a  witness  was  compellaWe  to 
answer.     This  bill,  however,  converted  iiUo  a  uiuversw 

Eroposition,  what  they  only  delivered  as  a  gener&I  one. 
luf  he  trusted,  that  certain  exceptions. and  qualifications 

would  be  introduced  into  the  bill :  and  in  that  case,  ^^ 
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the  deference  wliich  he  felt  for  the  opinion  of  thejudges^ 
he  should  not  oppose  lis  passing  into  a  law. 

The  House  hairing  then  resolved  itself  into  the  committee, 
several  amendments  were  proposed  by  Mr.  Giles ;  which 
were  agreed  to^  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  the 
next  day. 

CAPXrRE  OF  THE  CAPE. 

Lord  Garlies  said,  that  previous  to  the  holidays,  he 
had  asked  his  Majesty^s  ministers,  whether  they  intended 
to  move  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  be  conferred  on  the  military 
and  naval  commanders,  to  whose  meritorious  services  the 
country  was  indebted  for  the  possession  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  He  was  then  given  to  understand,  that  it. 
was  thought  proper  to  wait  for  further  dispatches  that 
might  communicate  the  account  of  the  complete  conquest 
of  the  settlement.  These  dispatches  had  now  arrived,  and 
seeing  his  Majesty's  ministers  in  their  places,  he  took  the 
present  opportunity  of  enquiring.,  whether  they  meant  to 
confer  any  mark  of  public  approbation  on  those  who  had 
achieved  that  important  conquest.  A  noble  lord  (Lord^ 
Howick)  had  come  down  to  the  House  with  great  alacrity 
in  the  case  of  Sir  John  Duckworth,  and  he  &Iieved,  that 
had  it  been  his  particular  province,  he  would  have  beea 
equally  forward  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Tflndham  begged  to  state  most  distinctly  to  the 
House,  in  answer  to  the  question  of  the  noble  lord,  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  had  not  abstained  from  proposing  a 
vote  of  thanks  on  this  occasion,  from  any  want  of  ap- 
probation of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  expedition.  They  had  done  all  that 
was  wished  to  be  done,  and  they  had  done  it  well ;  but  it 
did  not  appear  that  the  capture  of  the  Cape  was  a  military 
exploit  of  that  splendid  nature,  that  called  for  such  a  dis« 
tinguished  mark  of  approbation  as  the  thanks  of  tlie  House^ 
which  should  not  be  made  cheap  by  being  too  freauenfly 
conferred.  A  certain  degree  of  discretionary  judgment 
with  regard  to  the  mor^  and  the  less  must  be  left  with 
ministers  ;  and  on  the  best  judgment  that  they  were  able  to 
forrp,  the  achievement  alluded  to  was  not  one  of  those 
which  called  for  the  solemn  thanks  of  Parliament. 

Lord  Garlics  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
conquest.  The  acquisition  of  the  colony — ^f  He  was  here 
interrupted  by  the  Speaker,  who  obsenrei,  that  there  was 
no  question  before  the  House.  J 
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Mr*  Huddfteston  imb  to  acquaint  (heHditse)  tlmi  lie 
thought  the  prodaction  of  certatn  India  papers,  for  wlMcb 
hehra  intenaed  to  movcy  no  longer  Btoessaiy,  as  they  viere 
ntimfyextnictM  from  what  had  beea  already  coflg»iitnicated 
in  another  place.  He  therefore  reliiiquished  his  intnrtioii 
of  movins'  for  those  papers. 

General  Tarleton  moved*  that  hisMajiefity  be  addiesaed^ 
irayiug  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  order  that  there  be  laid 
efore  the  House  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  of  the  island 
of  Tobago,,  when  it  surrendered  to  his  Majesty's  arms ; 
and  also  a  copy  of  certain  orders  of  council  respecting 
that  island,  in  June  1803.    Ordered. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilf  on  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday 
next  he  would  move  for  the  production  of  those  India 
papers  which  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  HuddlestDn) 
llad,  to  his  surprise,  declined  moving  for. 

A  person  from  the  tax  office  presented  an  account  of  Ae 
limonnt  of  the  property  tax,  and  of  the  persons  asscsBcd 
under  it,  together  with  the  arrears,  for  the  year  180S. 

On  the  re|quest  of  Generals  Tarleton  and  Gascolg^e,  the 
second  riding  of  the  slave  importation  prevention  bill  wa& 
postponed  tilFThursda^  next. 

On  the  motion  of  Snr  John  Newport,  the  order  of  (he 
day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Dublin  paving^  bill  was 
read ;  and  after  some  conversation,  in  which  "Lord  De 
Blaquiere,  Mr.  Alexander, and  Dr.  Duigenan,  took  apart, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  the  m  of 
Mav. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the 
acts  relating  to  tea.  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  present 
duties  do  cease  and  aetermine ;  that  six  per  cent,  be  grant- 
^  on  all  teas  imported  into  this  countnr ;  and  that  a  diltw« 
back  of  six  per  cent,  be  allowed  on  all  teas  exported. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSEOF   LORDS. 

WCONESDAY,   APRIL  16. 

In  an  appeal  from  the  court  of  exchequer  chamber  in 
Ireland;"  Griffith  i). Hatton and  others," Mr.  Fonblanqiic 
on  behalf  of  the  appellant,  the  Solicitor  General  and  bir 
Vicary  Gibbs  on  behalf  of  the  respondents,  were  heard, 
after  which  the  further  consideration  was  postponed  till  the 
next  day* 
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The  90,000,000/.  loan  bill  was  lead  a  second  time  and 
committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  British  fislieries  eacouragement  bffl,  and  the  yitk 
treasary  ImUs  biU,  passed  through  oomimtteeB  and  irttefa* 
ported. 

^  Earl  Temple,  arid  several  other  membeis  oi  the  House  of 
Commons,  Drought  up  Sir  J.  T.  Dodcworth's  annuity 
bm,  the  tieasurer  of  the  ordnance^s  regnlatioh  biUL 
and  two  private  Mils,  lAich  were  seTeraUy  read  a  first 
time. 

-  Eail  Spencer  presented  the  papen  respecting  the  army 
and  yoluuteers,  movedfiir  ptevidus  to  the  recess  by  Lotd^ 
Camden  and  Hawkesbury.  Tbey  wore  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Earl  Spencer  presented  a  petition  from  the  debtors  con- 
fined in  the  county  gaol  of  Northampton;  and  Lord 
Walsingham  one  from  the  prisoners  confined  ioL  the  county 
gaol  of  Durham.  Botli  of  which  were  orderd  to  lie  ob 
tiie  table. 

The  Ear^  of  Dartmouth  signified  his  Majesty's  answer  ta 
ioreral  addresses  of  the  Hoiise  for  papers  andacceiants,  and 
also  to  the  address  pravinff  that  a  pbce  migiLt  be  -fitteo  ua 
in  Westminster-hall,  for  tbe  tdal  of  IfOrd^Viscount  M^ 
Taie. 

LordiGfentille  moved  to  send  a  mes^gje  to  the  House  of 
CcMnmons,  informiiig  them  that  his  Majesty  had  been  gra- 
ciously pleased,  in  pursuance  of  an  addnessjof  that  House^ 
to  give  directions  for  fitting  up  a  place  in  Westminster 4uifl| 
§»  the  trial  of  Lord  Viscount  Melville.    Ordered. 

JUDGE   FOX. 

Lord  Grenville  adverted  to  the  motion  which  had  bseu 
formerly  agreed  to  ly  the  House  for  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses' on  the  S9{h  of  April,  relative  to  the  charges  against 
Mr.  Justice  Fox,  and  observed  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  House  to  proceed  at  the  same  time  on  the  trial  of 
Jiord  Viscount  Melville,  and  in  the  examination  of  the 
charges  against  Mr.  Justice  Fox.  He  therefore  moved  to 
discharge  the  order,  and  renew  it  for  Monday,  the  19th  of 
Mav. 

The  Marquis  of  Abercom  assented  to  the  motioUi  which 
Has  agseed  to. 
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INSOLVENT   DEBTORS. 

.  Lord  Holland,  after  referring  to  the  numerous  petitions 
on  the  table  from  the  debtors  in  we  different  prisons  prajing 
for  relief,  stated  that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  d^in 
Ihepr  I<»dship$  by  entering  into  any  dUcussion  upoR  the 
subject-:  he  should  merely  observe,  that  he  had  prepaxed 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  that  description  of  perMNis,  vrhich 
ivas  framed  in  the  same  manner  as  former  bills  of  that  na- 
ture. He  intended  to  propose,  that  the  bill  should  be 
printed,  and  that  it  should  bexead  ^  second  time  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  prints  were  ready. 

His  lordship  presented  the  bill,  which  was  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Holland,  several  accounts  were 
ordered  of  the  number  of  persons  confined  for  debt  in  dif* 
fereat  prisons.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

^  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  16. 

Lord  Temple  presented  a  petition  from  the  agent  of  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  in  behalf  of  the  planters  and  merchants 
,bf  that  island,  praying  that  the  bill  before  the  House  for 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into  certain  islands^ 
&c.  might  not  be  passed  into  a  law.  The  noble  lord  de* 
sired  it  to  be  understood  that,  although  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  present  this  petition,  he  would  not  hold  himself  pledged 
to  any  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  until  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  bill.  And  it  was  also  ordered,  that 
the  petitioners  should,  if  they  thought  fit,  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  said  bill. 

A  person  fro^  the  exchequer  of  Scotland  presented,  pur- 
suant to  order,  an  account  of  the  grants  issued  from  for- 
.feited  estates  in  Scotland,  and  the  oalances  from  the  said 
estates  still  remaining^  in  hands.  This  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table, .  and  to  be  printed.  As  was  an  account  of  the 
malt  chargeable  with  duty  in  Scotland,  which  was  present- 
ed by  a  person  from  the  Scotch  excise. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  P.  Stephens,  it  was  ordered,'  that 

ithe  House  should  the  next  day  resolve  into  a  committee  to 

consider  of  the  act  respecting  the  longitude,  and  that  the 

accounts  on  the  table,  with  regard  to  that  subject^  should 

^be  referred  to  tbc  said  conuxiittee: 

Oa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


into  a  committee  of  supply,  in  whibh  the  usual  annual  votes 
for  miscellaneous  services  were  agreed  to.  The  House  re- 
sumed, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  the 
next  day. 

Sir  John  Duckworth's  annuity  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  a  report  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  act  relative  to  a  tax  upon  tea.  The 
report  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  it  was  ordered,  tliat  it  be 
an  instruction  to  the  committee  upon  the  new  tea- tax  bill 
to  make  provbion  pursuant  to  the  said  report. 

SUGAR. 

The  House  having  resolved  into  a  committee  of  ways 
and  means, 

Mr.  Vansittart,  with  a  view  io  the  object  of  which  he 
had  given  notice  the  preceding  day,  namdy,  that  of  mak- 
ing a  proportionate  addition  to  the  duty  upon  East  and 
"NVest  India  sugar,  moved,  that  an  additional  duty  of  Is. 
per  cwt.  should  be  imposed  upon  East-India  sugar  import- 
ed. And  also,  that  upon  the  exportation  of  the  same,  a 
drawback  shoidd  be  allowed  of  equal  amount. 

These  motions  were  agreed  to,  the  House  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  order  to  he  brought  up  the  next  day. 

The  three  millions  exchequer  bills  oill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  committed  for  the  next  day. 

The  committal  of  the  tobacco  duty  bill  was  postponed 
tiUFriday. 

Mr.  Alexander  brought  up  the  report  of  the  witnesses  de* 
claratory  law  bill. 

The  attorney-general  moved,  that  in  order  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  the  House  for  more  fully  considering  thij 
measure,  it  should  be  re-committed  the  next  day.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Yorke  gave  notice,  that  he'  would,  the  next  day^ 
move  for  a  return  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of  the  opi- 
nions received  by  government  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  plan 
for  enlisting  men  for  a  term  of  years. 

THE  NABOB  OF  AR^OT's  D£BT8« 

Mr.  Francis^  before  he  proceeded  io  offer  the  motion  of 

which  he  had  given  notice,  begged  to  put  to  the  honourable 

'  ^entlemfm  behind  him  (tSx,  flobbouse)  a  question  or  two, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


the  answers  to  which  might  probaUr  sare  some  troaUe* 
As  it  appeared  that  Ptii  agreement  had  neen  entered  into  be« 
tween  the  directors  of  the  India  Company  and  the  creditori 
of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  in  consequence  of  which  a  oommis* 
sion  had  been  appointed,  he  wisned  to  know  who  were  the 
persons  forming  that  commission,  and  by  whom  they  were 
to  be  paid  i  Not  having  been  able  to  attend  the  House  on 
Monday,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  to  whom  lie 
referred  brought  forward  his  bill,  he  was  tinder  the  necessiCj 
of  applying  for  more  information  upon  this  subject  tiian 
perhaps  other  gentlemen  required.  He  wished  to  hear  it 
accounted  for  why  the  honourable  member  should  havebeen 
the  person  to  bring  forward  this  measure,  particularly  as  he 
understood  him  to  have  stated  that  he  accepted  the  office 
very  unwillingly,  and  but  yielded  to  the  importunity  of 
otiiers. 

Mr.  Hohhouse  declared  himself  wBling,  not  only  to 
eive  an  answer  to  the  specific  questions  of  Mr.  Francis, 
but  also  to  furnisli  him  with  any  other  information  which 
it  was  in  his  (Mr.  H.*s)  power  to  give.  Had  the  hon. 
gentleman,  he  said,  been  present  on  the  former  night  when 
the  motion  was  made  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  he  would 
not  now  have  had  occasion  to  ask  these  questions.  He 
(Mr.  H.)  did  not,  however,  mean  to  impute  any  blame  to 
the  absence  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  as  he  was  well  aware 
of,  and  truly  sorry  for,  the  cause  of  it.  The  three  origiirtd 
commissioners  were  an  hon.  member  of  this  House,  Mr. 
Ryder,,  (he  presumed  it  was  not  unparliamentfur  to  name 
hiin)  Mr.  (jockbume,  and  himself.  Mr.  Rvdei:,  whose 
ialents  were  well  known  io  the  Honse,  had,  frcmi  a  weoUc 
ftate  of  health,  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.' 
Horner,  a  gentlepian  conversant  in  the  law.  Mr.  Ciockbunie 
had  lived  long  at  Madras^  and  served  the  East  India  compa-« 
ny  with  ability  and  fidelity  in  the  revenue  department,  for 
very  many  years.  The  commissioners  were  chosen  by  the 
court  of  directors,  in  concurrence  with  the  creditors;  and 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  see,  by  consulting  his  printed 
copy  of  the  deed,  that  their  remuneration  was,  alter  the 
execution  of  their  trust,  to  be  such  as  parliamentary  com- 
missioners are  in  the  habit  of  receiving. 

Mr.  Hebhouse  said  that,  being  upon  his  legs,  he  would 
lake  the  opportunfty  of  declaring  that,  if  the  papera  were 
of  the  nature  described  the  preceding  evening  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  he  should  ma^e  no  opposition  to  their  produce 

tion. 
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tioQ.  He  was  not,  indeed,  at  the  present  moment  awara. 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  could  ask  tor  any  paper  which  ik 
was  improper  to  grant.  The  commissio'nCTs  had  done  wk* 
thing  which  they  wished  to  conceal  from  the  public. 

Mr.  Francis  confessed  that  from  the  information  which 
he  had  just  received  from  the  hon.  gentleman  he  was  under 
a  mistake,  for  he  hiiKi  supposed  that  Mr.  Fordycc  was  at 
Uie  bead  of  this  commission;  but  he  now  founo  that  that 
gentleman  was  at  the  head  of  the  creditors.    There  wasi 
something  in  this  transaction,  altogether,  which  was  well 
deserving  of,  and  to  which  he  begged,  the  particular  atten«* 
tion  of  Uie  House.     Why  it  should  have  found  its  way  into 
the  House  at  all,  but  still  more  why  it  was  entertained,  why 
it  obtained  a  footbg,  he  could  account  for  on  no  satis£ic- 
^ry  ground.    Perhaps  it  was  owing  to  the  operation  of 
interest,  but  sure  he  was  that  tliere  was  something  very  Uke 
contrivance  about  it.    For  himself  he  could  affirm  that  he 
n^er  had  an  idea  that  any  such  proposition  was  in  contem* 
plation  until  he  heard  of  the  notice  iust  before  the  recess,  of 
a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill.    He  knew  nothing  of 
a  committee  sitting  upon  the  subject,  and  there  were  many 
others  as  well  as  he  whom  the  knowledge  of  that  circum- 
stance had  entirely  escaped  until  the  time  he  alluded  to. 
Then  as 'to  the  subsequent  course  of  the  hon.  gentlemeh. 
The  very  day  after  the  recess,  the  first  upon  which  the  re« 
port  of  the  committee  was  deliverable,  thehqn.  gentleman 
came  forward,  before  he  (Mr.  F.)  would  venture  to  say  five 
members  of  the  House  had  read  the  report,  and  proposed 
a  motion  grounded  upon  it.     This  mode  of  proceeding  no 
one  could  deny  to  be  rather  precipitate  upon  a  subject  par* 
ticularly  of  so  much  importance.    To  obtain  a  little  moro 
deliberation  as  to  a  circumstance  which  i^ntleraen  were 
much  mistaken  if  they  supposed  of  inconsiderable  interest 
was  the  motive  which  induced  him  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  motions  with  which  he  meant  to  conclude. 
That  all  the  presidencies  in  India  were  in  great  distress  waa 
notorious.     The  House  had  the  authority  of  Lord  Corn** 
wallis  for  believing  that  the  presidency  of  Madras  was 
most  scriousIj^emlArrassed;  and  that  this,  with  the  other 

E residencies,  was  running  in  debt  as  fast  as  money  could 
e  had  to  borrow.  Into  these  gcncml  distresses,  however, 
he  did  not  propose  at  present  to  enter,  nor  should  he 
go  into  any  discussion  about  the  general  state  ot  India. 
p^i  he  would  eonfine  himself  to  the  imrticular  object  he 
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bad  in  view,  which  he  fished  it  to  be  understood,  had  no 
connection  with  any  other  question  respectin;^  India,  which 
was  before  the  House.  Lord  Well^y  had,  he  believed, 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  It  rrferred  principally  to 
a  cansiJdcration  of  our  assets  in  India,  and  how  far  tbesa 
assets  were  competent  to  meet  the  claims  upon  them.  For 
it  was  material  for  Parliament  always  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
what  the  India  Company  could  not  discbarge,  would  uU 
timatcly  fall  upon  the  finances  of  this  country.  Thereibre 
it  behoved  the  House  carefully  to  examine  every  claim 
upon  the  resources  of  the  Company.  He  lamented  that 
more  of  his  Majesty's  minLsters  were  not  present,  at  tlie 
discussion^of  a  question  of  this  nature,  and  that  those  who 
were  present  did  not  give  to  the  question  the  attention 
which  it  deserved  [there  was  at  this  time  some  conversation 
upon  the  treasury  bench].  StiU,  however,  he  would  per- 
sist in  his  purpose;  and  he  promised  those  gentlemen  that 
they  would  speedily  feel  that  this  subject  must  be  attended 
to.  At  all  events  he  would  not  fail  to  attend  to  it ;  for  be 
was  not  one  of  those  who  could  be  sunk  or  broken  down 
by  the  desertion  or  inconsistency  of  any  set  of  men. 

Reverting  to  the  subject  to  which  he  was  about  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  House,  the  hon.  member  remarked  upon 
the  equivocal  character  of  these  frequent  claims  upon  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot.  A  great  deal  of  such  claims  had  been  al- 
ready paid.  After  the  payment  of  several  millions  (five 
or  six)  it  was  naturally  supposed  that  no  more  debts  weie 
to  be  heard  of.  But  still  some  pretended  creditors  started 
up.  If  such  pretensions  were  attended  to,  he  really  be- 
lieved Uiat  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Carnatic  would  be  in- 
sufficient io  answer  tliem ;  and  if  not,  then  they  must  come 
upon  this  country.  He  therefore  cautioned  the  House  to 
pause  upon  a  transaction,  of  the  character  of  which  scarce- 
Jy  any  one  who  heard  him  could  be  wholly  ignorant;  for 
every  one  must  remember  something  of^he  Nalwb  of  Arcot » 
debts;  it  was  a  tolerably  notorious  topic.  That  distin- 
guished statesman,  Mr.  Burke,  had  many  years  since  very 
properly  stated  his  opinion  that  a  combination  of  evidence 
served  to  shew  that  sums  had  been  distributed  for  a  course 
of  years,  in  the  name  of  the  old  Nabob  of  Arcot,  to  the  ser- 
vants of  ihe  Ea«t  India  Company,  in  a  most  scandalous 
manner,  and  that  there  was  strong  reason  to  suspect  that 
most  part  of  the  debts  demanded  were  only  fictitious. 
And  that  great  orator  slicwcd  that,  even  it'  thc^e  debts  were 
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really  due,  they  were,  from  their  amount,  calculated  to 
excite  alarm,  as  the  affairs  of  the  company  were  so  dis- 
tressed, as  to  be  unequal  to  their  liquidation.  This  the 
House  would  recollect  was  iu  the  year  1784,  when  the  situ- 
ation of  the  India  company  was  almost  prosperity  itself, 
compared  to  what  it  is  at  present.  But  even  then,  as  Mr. 
Burke  remarked,  the  company's  servants  were  in  affluence, 
while  the  company  itsdf  was  very  mucli  embarrassed. 
Yet  although  such  was  the  case,  although  the  company's 
servants  were  possessed  of  no  less  than  ten  milHons,  still 
their  claims  of  three  millions  of  debt  upon  our  subsidiary 
princes  were  paid  oS  by  order  of  the  board  of  controul, 
against  the  strongest  remonstrances  form  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, seconded  by  the  opinion  of  Lord  Macartney. 
This  served  to  shew  what  might  be  done  through  the  inte- 
rest of  individuals,  notwithstanding  this  distress  of  the 
company's  affairs;  and  as  l^earing  very  closely  upon  the 
prcseftt  question,  he  requested  gentlemen  to  look  at  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Burke,  to  which  he  referred,  and  which, 
independantly  of  its  relevancy  upon  this  occasion,  must  te 
read  with  pleasure  by  every  man  of  taste,  for  certainly 
among  all  the  productions  of  ancient  and  modern  ek>- 
quence,  nothing  could  be  found  worthy  to  be  put  in  com- 
parison with  it.  The  hon.  gentleman,,  adverting  to  the 
bill  in  progress  through  the  House,  observed,  that  it  was 
not  accompanied  by  any  specification  -  whatever  of  the 
amount  or  nature  of  the  debts  to  which  it  was  meant  to 
apply.  This  specification  it  was  his  wish  to  obtain.  S(v- 
ing  that  so  many  millions  had  been  already  paid  on  t)iis 
score,  and  that  the  more  these  claims  were  paid,  the  more 
they  seenicd  to  grow,  he  desired  at  once  to  ascertain  Ihrir 
precise  extent;  that  knowledge  attained,  questions  would 
then  arise  whether  such  claims  were  made  by  bona  fide  cre- 
ditors or  not ;  whether  any,  and  which  of  them  should  Ik; 
paid  ;  wlu/thcr  in  a  word,  under  all  the  circumstances,  tliat 
money  shouW  be  granted  to  such  claimants  which  ouirht  to 
be  applied  to  the  support  of  our  army  and  navy?  TIj  it 
no  equitable  demands  were  to  be  found  among  tlio  v^  hroiI^•ht 
forward,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say.  But,  h:  lore  any 
were  acceded  to,  the  flousi?  should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  whole  amount.  It  would  be  unsafe  to  proceed  without 
guch  knowlcilge,  for  if  a  comparatively  small  sum  weroat 
first  granted,  it  would  Ijc  difficult  to  say  how  far  the  Ilou^e 
mijrht  be  led  upon  the  principle  of  that  grant.  It  mitrht 
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not  he  known  when  to  stop,  and  therefore  he  thought  it 
best  to  make  a  stand  in  limine. 

The  hon.  gentleman  took  occasion  to  appeal  to  the  Housif 
and  the  country,  upon  the  want  of  assistance  he  had  expe^ 
rionccd  from  tliose  who  ouj^ht  to  be  forward,  in  cdnsistencj, 
to  support  his  endeavours  to  procure  a  full  iRvestagation  of 
the  affairs  of  India.     In  this  instance  particularij-  there 
wore  many  for  whose  presence  and  co«operation  lie  iiad  a 
.  rii^ht  to  look  ♦,  amon«r  these  was  the  respectable  member  for 
Norwich  (Mr.  W.  Smyth),  whom  he  did  not  thcH  see  in 
his  place,  and  from  whom  much  useful  inforinatioii  coald 
be  had  upon  the  subject  of  India*     There  was  aiRothcr  dis-« 
tin,<2^uished  person  whose  aid  he  was  entitled  to  eifpect — b^ 
meant  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  (Mr.  Sheridan).     In  re- 
^ettlna:  the  ^nend  absence  of  that  rif^ht  lion,  gentleman, 
he  was  sure  he  only  expressed  the  common  feeUng  of  the 
House  (a  cry  of  heart  heart)*     He  lamented  his  absence 
for  many  reasons,  but  principally  on  account  of  tife/loss 
which  the  cause  of  India  sustained  in  consequence    Me 
most  particularly  wishe^t  that  this  right  hon.  gtntkitian 
were  moTcfrex|uently  visible  in  his  place  in  that  IloUae,  and 
as  he  had  not  the  plefisure  of  seeing  Iiim  there  or  elsewbcR*, 
he  hoped  that  his  wish  would  be  conveyed  to  him,  and  in- 
diice  mm  to  attend.     He  trusted  tliat  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's becoming  a  minister  was  not  to  deprive  the  Hoose 
of  the  advantage  and  pleasure  which  his  abilities  were  oa-. 
pable  of  affording.     The  Houfx?  had,  unfortunately,  for  a 
considerable  time  but  Very  seldom  seen  the  light  of  his 
coimtenance  (a  laugh)*     But  it  was  to  be  expected  that 
mich  absence  would  not  long  continue.     He  could  not  sojSer 
himself  to  apprehend  that  that  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
long  decline  to  advocate  the  cause  of  justice.     No.     His 
mind  and  his  fi.vli?igs  were  too  strongly  attached  io  that 
cause  to  reftise  it  his  aid,  and  his  powers  to  serve  it  woe 
undiminished.     For  he  would  not  believe  that  the  volcano 
of  that  right  hon,  gentleman's  genius  could  yet  be  buraed 
nut.     After  repeating  his  sincere  regret  for  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Shrridan,  because  he  highly  respected  hi^  t^UcAts  and 
int«  rrity,  and  lK*cause  he  would  much  value  his  assistance, 
the  hon.  member  concluded  with  moving  for  an  account 
of  all  moneys  which  have  been  paid  to  the  private  creditors 
of  the  nabob  of  tlieXarnatic  since  tlie  passing  of  the  act  of 
the  ^4th  of  his  present  Majesty,  containing  the  names  of 
the  individuals  to  whom  paid,  aud  tk^  j)eriodsttt  which  the 
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several  pnymcnts  were  made,  Uistins^uLshiii^  the  several 
classes  of  debts,  namely  the  register,  the  cavalry  road,  and 
I  he  debts  ccmtracted  in  the  year  1777  ;  also  di^tiuguibhiwg 
the  principal  from  the  interest  of  such  debts. 

1  he  honourable  memlier  added,  that  it  wafi  tlie  practice 
freneraliy,  io  add  the  interest  to  the  princi|)al  of  these 
claims,  and  this  was  one  great  cause  of  their  enormous  ac<r 
cumuiatton.  To  shew  t^at  the  practice  he  descril^ed  had 
prevailed,  the  honourable  meiuber  referred  to  the  last  speech 
of  the  noble  Lord  (Castlfreagh)  which  that  noble  lord  ha4 
got  printed,  upon  the  subje<H  of  Indian  finance. 
•  Air.  Paull^  in  seconding  the  motion,  cautioned  the 
House  to  beware  how  they  sanctioned  the  principle  upou 
which  the  bill  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hob* 
house)  was  founded,  as,  if  tiiat  principle  were  establishcxl, 
claimants  would,  no  doubt,  immediately  come  forward  for 
above  three  millions,  alleged  to  be  due  in  the  same  way 
from  other  native  princes  in  India. 

Mti'W.  AWne  supported  the  motion,  «nd  warmly. ape 
pkudod  the  conduct  of  the  mover*  Such  debts  im^  those 
under  oonsidemtion  were,  for  the  most  part,  he  believed, 
contracted  in  a  very  scandalous  maimer ;  particularly  by 
the  servants  of  the  Comi>any  accepting  extravagaut  pre- 
sents from  the  native  Princes.  That  such  a  custom  once 
pierailed,  was  quite  notorious^  and  the  Princes  thought 
themselves  in  «omc  degree  bound  tp  conform  to  it  as  a  ne- 
ocssavy  pfnnium  to  protection.  6uch  appeared  to  be  thp 
case  Whim  Lord  Macartney,  as  governor  of  Madras^  refused 
40,00W.  whieli  was  offered  as  "a  presctnt  by  the  Nabob  <;f 
Arcot.  The  honourable  gentleman  dwelt  much  on  tlie 
misiTy  experienced  bv  the  poorer  natives  of  India. 

3/r..  AdfKngton  did  not  nsc  to  object  to  the  papers  moved 
for,  but  to  say  thai  he  sihcerely  rejoiced  to  hnd  the  hcf 
noumble  mover  was  not  dispoa^  to  jxTsist  in  the  declara? 
tions  which  1u^  hsul  so  repeatedly  made,  of  his  resolution 
to  abandon  thfi  alfairs  of  India.  That  he  still  manitiNted  a 
becoming  perbiSTeKincc  in  the  course  which  lie  had  so  long 
followed^  he  was  happy  to  perceive,  because  from  the  ho* 
Bourable  gcnllrinan's.  extensive  information  and  ability  to 
apply,  his  exertions  mui>i  be  of  the  most  material  service, 
while  his  ze«il  must  ^<Tve  to  quicken  the  exertions  of 
4Mhers.  The  right  honourabh^  gentleman  vindicated  Ihc 
object  of  the  bill  proposed  by  bis  honourable  friend  (Mr, 
'tRS  JIobhouse)j 
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Ho!)housp) ;  the  only  object  of  which  was  to  enable  a  com- 
mission to  act  efficiently,  which  was  appointed  by  the  In* 
dia  Company  and  the  creditors,  for  the  purpose  of  sepa- 
rating  the  fraudulent  from  the  just  claims.  As  to  therfia< 
son  which  urged  his  honourable  friend  to  bring  forward 
the  measure,  he  was  able  to  state  that  his  honourable  friend 
did  manifest  great  reluctance  to  propose  it,  as  he  Bi 
himself  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  be^  in  some  degree  a 
party  interested.  But  these  scruples  were  oYercome  by 
others,  who  knew  that  his  honourable  friend's  ability  and 
infofmalion  was  best  qualified  to  arrange  and  carry  through 
such  a  proposition.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (le- 
fended  nis  honourable  friend  from  the  charge  of  precipi- 
tancy, by  referring  to  his  statement  on  Monday,  that  if 
there  were  any  gentlemen  who  wished  for  farther  lime 
to  examine  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  which  his 
proposition  was  grounded,  he  would  be  willing  to  post- 
pone the  inlrnduction  of  it.  That  his  honourable  friend 
would  consent  to  any  delay  tliat  might  be  required  bjtlic 
liononrablc  mover,  for  the  purpose  of  such  examination 
even  now,  he  litid  no  doubt  whatever. 

Lord  Carthi'(ap:h  expressed  his  conviction  that  fprv 
many  fraudulent  cliirns  were  made  upon  this  subject.  But 
he  thought  the  best  mode  of  frustrating  such  pretensions 
would  be  to  arm  the  commissioners  appointed  toexaroinc 
them  with  adequate  powers,  as  the  l)ill  referred  to  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  proposed.  The  noble  lord  depre- 
cated the  idea  of  pleading  any  emlmrrassraents*  to  which 
the  India  Company  miglit  be  subject,  as  a  reason  ioi  re- 
fusMic:  the  settlement  of  their  just  claims. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  ol)served,  that  the  deed  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  under  consideration,  was  so  contrived 
9s  to  hold  out  the  pros^iect  of  doing  too  little,  if  anj 
thing,  for  those  who  had  equitable  claims,  and  of  doin? too 
li.ucb  for  those  whose  claims  were  fraudulent.  Many^* 
tl)e  (Ic'innnds  luicler  consideration  were,  he  contended,  com- 
j^u^teiy  illegal,  as  they  referred  to  sums  lent  against  ap>* 
sitive  act  of  parliament. 

Mr/Hoblwuse  ssik]^  that  after  the  statement  made  bj 
his  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Addington)  it  was  scarce* 
ly  necessary  for  him  to  animadvert  upon  the  charge  pre- 
ferrccl  against  him,  as  a  commissioner,  for  having  w^J^' 
duccd  this  measure  to  parliament.     The  explanation  whM^'* 
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Ills  right  honourable  friend  had  given,  he  trusted,  trould  he 
satisfactory  to  the  IIoUi>e ;  and,  if  so,  he  should  be  at  his 
ease. 

There  was,  however,  another  accusal  ion  nia^Je  by  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (Mr.  Francis),  against  him,whichit  was 
impossible  for  him  to  pass  over  iii  silence,  lie  had  been 
accused  of  hurrying  this  measure,  and  endeavouring  to 
take  the  House  by  surprize.  Tiie  honourable  gentlemaa 
had  said  that  the  priuled  report  and  papers  were  not  de- 
livered to  the  members  until  the  moment  before  the  subject 
was  opened  on  Monday  last.  Here  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  under  a  mistake.  They  were  delivered  at  the 
houses  of  the  members  early  on  Friday  morning  in  the  last 
week  ;  so  that  nearly  four  days  were  allowed  for  the  exa- 
mination of  a  very  small  collection  of  papers.  (Here  Mr. 
Kcene  nodded  assent,  and  Mr.  Hobhoui^e  observed  that  be 
WaS  i^lad  to  have  his  statement  confirmed  by  the  gesture  of 
the  honourable  £C(^ntleman.)  Mr.  Hobhouse  then  resumed, 
and  said  that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  his  papers  from  the  vote-oflice  at  his  own 
house,  as  was  the  custom  of  most  members,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  imputed  to  liim  (Mr.  Hobhouse)  as  a  matter 
qf  blame.  Thus  much  for  the  charge  of  precipitancy,  for 
wiiich  there  was  no  ground  whatever. 

The  House  having  honoured  him  witKtheir  attention  on 
thi»  general  subject  for  so  long  a  time  on  a  former  night,  lie 
(Mr.  Hobhouse)  should  not  now  have  taken  any  part  in 
the  discussion^  but  for  some  observations  which  fell  from 
his  le?irned  friend  nejir  him  (Serjeant  Best).  His  learned 
friend  had  insisted  that  the  agreement  between  the  cre- 
ditors and  the  East  India  Company  was  not  founded  on 
fair  principles,  because  the  terms  were  tooh'^^rd  and  severe 
against  the  real  creditor,  while  to  the  fictitious,  all  which 
lie  obtained  would  b<e  gain.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  (lint 
this  argument  was  entitled  to  great  weight.  If  the  real 
creditor  became  a  party  to  the  deed  (sup|X)sing  for  the 
sake  of  reasoning  that  the  assertion  of  his  lionourable 
friend  was  correct)  he  had  no  right  to  complain  of  (he 
terms,  (or  his  execution  of  it  procecdi»d  from  his  own 
choice.  If  he  .declined  to  accept  it,  the  deed  did  not  stand 
in  his  way.  He  was,  as  before  its  existence,  at  liberty 
te  pursue  any  me^ns  of  recovering  his  debt — no  re  ncly 
was  taken  away  froju  him — the  same  redress  was  op  n  io 
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liim.  This  alternative  considered,  his  learned  fnend,  he 
thought,  \fould  not  be  inclined  to  risque  the  same  obsrr* 
vatioQ  a  second  time.  His  learned  ftieod  had,  also, spoken 
of  the  act  of  1707,  ivhich  prohibits  the  servants  of  the 
Oompaay  from  engacpng  in  loans  to  the  native  princes  of 
lodia.  Although  such  bans  were  a  violation  of  ike  orders 
of  the  Company,  yet  <faat  act,  by  jMxdubitiiig  them,  ad- 
mitted tlieir  previous  fe^Iity .  Subsequently  to  the  paaing 
of  that  statute,  if  any  person  eognged  in  such  loans,  with* 
out  the  previous  sanction  of  the  court  of  directon^  or  the 
governor  in  council  of  one  of  the  Company''s  governments, 
the  contract  \vas  void,  and  the  party  was  guilty  of  a  misr 
demeanor.  The  commissioners,  though  unrestricted  in  this 
tespect  by  the  deed,  could  allow  no  daim  contrary  to  the 
statute. 

After  a  few  more  remarks,  by  Mr.  'Serjeant  Best  tad 
LordGistlereagh,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Francis  then  said,  that  in  prefacing  his  seeond  li»» 
tion  he  should  intrude  but  a  fewmifintes  en  the  patieace  of 
theHouse.  in  what  he  had  caid^  he  hadhotentered  intotbe 
merits  of  the  bill,  good  or  bad.  He  had  indeed  stated,  tliat 
the  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  hiui  to  have  earned 
on  tlie  measure  with  precipitancy ;  but  that,  he  now  ag««d> 
had  been  .sufficiently  accounted  for.  As  to  his  havinscio' 
sinuated  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  himsdf  i«<c* 
rested  in  <he  measure,  he  begged  it  to  be  understood  that 
!ie  had  not  insinuated,  but  had  expressly  stated,  thatltf 
did  not  think  the  situation  of  a  member  of  6uch  a  commits 
tee  and  of  a  member  of  this  House  exactly  corojir-tibfe; 
and  what  had  been  stated  as  to  the  scruples  entcrtaioed  by 
thp  honourable  fi^ntleraan  hhnself,  ns  to  the  proprie^fw 
iJie  bill  originating  with  him,  seemed  toshewthat  hchisft* 
self  Avas  not  exacHy  satisfied  that  two  such  eharadci80i#l 
to  he  united  in  the  san^  person.  The  noble  lord  «ppAiw 
had  admitted  that  many  of  the  claims  made  agninirf  the 
NaboS  had  no  existence  in  truth,  of  course  that  tlloTCWW^ 
here  enorirjoui  frauds  to  guard  against.  Howasccrfwn 
that  all  the  persons  who  at  prcseniVonnwl  tho  Gonri of I/i- 
HTtors  were  menot'honour  and  probity,  butiic  oduM  not 
tjay  what  they  raii^ht  be  twenty  years  hence,  it  could  no^ 
be  said  there  never  was  an  instance  of  a  man's  saciih^*'*^ 
th-  interest  of  any  cor[K)ratebody  with  which  he  nii^htne 
connected  to  individual  fcelinffs.    All  he  contended  tor 
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he  laid  before  the  House  an  account  of  thie  total  numl)er  of 
men  raised  ntider  the  additionnal  force  act,  in  each  vf(t\, 
dbwn  to  the  last  returns^  distins^ishinc]^  those  rai^  by 
parish  officers,  Mid  also  distinguishing  the  nuraber»  raised 
ui  Eng'Iand,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  respectlTely. 

'  A  message  was  received  from  the  Lordsj  stating  that  hi> 
Majesty  hacl^been  pleased  to  give  orders  ihtkt  a  c6urt  &  pre- 
pBtrcd  in  W^tminster-Hall  for  the  trial  ofJHenr^Lord  Vis- 
cdnnt  MelviHe.  Also  that  their  lordsWps  had  agreed  io 
tbelristh  Biililin  service  biH,  v/ithoiit  any  amenrftntol. 

Sir  J.  Sinclair  gave  notice,  that  heshoiitd,  thenl'XtTflay, 
mdve  for  a  committee  to  consider  the  accounts  of  th^.  for- 
feited estates  in  Scotland.     Adjournetl. 

HOUSE  OF   LORDS. 

THURSDAY,    APttlt    17. 

In  the  appeal,  *' Griffith  r.  Hatton  and- Othersy  Hfr. 
Fonblanquewas  heard  in  reply.  The  Lord  Chancellor  qpi- 
yeretl  his  opinion  on  the  case,  and  moved  to  i^ffirm  u><? 
Judgment  of  the  court  of  exchequer  chamber  in  Ireland, 
which  was  ordered. 

The  Irish  treasury^bills  bill,  and  the  British  fishcricsen- 
couragement  bill,%  ere  read  a  third'  time  a^d  passed,  Jnfl  a 
•taessage  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  acquaint  them 
therewith.        .  .      .         ,         . 

Sir.f.T.  Duckworth's  annuity  bill,  and  the  treasurer  of 
the  ordnance's  regulation  bill,  were  read  a  s<?cond(irne,and. 
committed  for  the  next  day.  ,    ,    . 

t'hc  20,000/.  loan  bill  passed  through  a  comjnifree> 
and  was  reported. 

In  the  appeal,  "  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Lincoln,  and 
Orhers,  r.  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Others,"  the  Duke  ot 
Newcastle  was  admitted  to  be  of  acce,  and  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  appeal  was  post)X)ned  till  the  next**}'j 
in  order  to  give  time  for  framing  a  direction  to  be  attftcneu 
to  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  is  nffinaw- 

INTBnCOURSE  BETWEEN  THE  WEST  INDIES  AND  AMCBii^-*' 

Lord  Auckland  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Wpt 
India  indemnity  bill.  It  was  not  intended,  he  saidj  to  in- 
troduce any  clause*  into  this  bill,  relative  to  the  future  trade 
between  the  West  Indies  and  America,  as  that  would  oer 
come  the  subject  of  a  separate  bill.  .    i 
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Lord  Ilawkesburu  expressed  his  satLsfaction  at  wbathad 
ftUea  from  the  nobte  Lord,  but  at  the  same  time  he  couhl 
not  help  declaring  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  it  veould  be 
much  bt^tcr  to  postpone  the  discussion  of  any  prospective 
xegnlatiohs  respecting, the  trade  between  the  West  Indies 
and  America  tul  another  session .  This  opinion  he  wa»  the 
more  incline  to  press  upon  his  Majesty's  ministers,  as  no 
practical  inconvenience  would  arise  from  the  delay,  whilst 
on  the  other  hand,  much  time  would  be  required  to  pay 
due  attention* to  the  great  number  of  important  consi'* 
derations  which  the  subject  involved.  If,  however,  it  was 
determined  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  making 
prospjective  enactments,  upon  this  subject,  he  hoped  that 
the  biU  would  be  printed  after  the  first  reading,  and  that 
sufficient  time  would  be  allowed  for  the  consideration  of  so 
important  a  measure. 

Xiord  Auckland  explained. 

^he  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  committed  for  the 
next  day. 

Lord  Holland  said,  notwithstanding  the  advice  given  by 
his  noble  friends  he  had  not  alter^  his  oi>inion  upon  this, 
subject.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  his  intention  to  present  to 
the  House  a  bill^  for  the  future  regulation  of  the  trade  be* 
tween  the  West  Indies  and  America,  and  he  now  gave  no- 
tice that  he  should  bring  in  such  a  bill  on  Monday  next. 
Another  part  of  the  advice  given  by  his  noble  friend  he 
certainly  intended  to  adopt,  namely,  to  move,  after  the 
first  reading,  that  the  bill  should  be  printed,  and  then  io 
give  ample  time  for  its  consideration  previous  to  its 
second  reading.    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THURSDAY,   APRII*  17. 

.  On  the  motion  of  the  solicitor  general  a  new  writ  was  or- 
dered .to  be  issued  for  the  election  of  a  member  to  serve  for 
theb(Nx>ugh  of  Kinsale,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Campbell 
Rowley,  Esq.  who  has  accepted  the  stewardship  of  the 
Chiltern  Hundreds. 

A  petition  was  presented  frotn  the  governor  and  assem- 
bly  of  the  Bahama  hlands  against  the  bill  now  pending, 
for  abolishing  a  particular  branch  of  the  slave  trade. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Vol.  I.  i805-«.  4  S  ijabob 
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NABOB  OF  argot's  DEBTS. 

Mr.  Francis  observed  that  he  had  intended  to  have 
ipade  a  motion^  of  the  regularity  of  which  he  had  some 
doubt;  but  hoTvever  that  tfe  notice  would  answer  as  well 
as  if  the  mof  ion  had  been  made.    It  was  to  caU  upon  such 

S-ntlemen  belonging:  to  the  law  as  were  members  of  the 
ouse  to  consider  this  question  before  the. subject  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot's  debts  came  forward:  Whether"  by  the 
clause  of  the  act  of  1784  referring  to  this  busuiess,  the  Di- 
.  icectoss  could  I^ally  delegate  their  authority  to  any  other 
person  or  persons?  This  Tie  wished  them  to  do,  in  order 
tiiat  oa  that  occasion  they  might  be  the  better  able  to  afford 
the  requisite  information  to  others.. 
,  Mr.  Knowles  from  the  Navy  Board,  pi]pscnted  the  pa- 
pers relative  to  the  intended  motion  a^inst  Lord  St.  \Tii- 
cent,  lately  called  for  by  Admiral  Markham. — Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table* 

A  petition  was  presented  by  the  Surry  canal  company, 
against  the  Lambeth  inclosure  bill. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tSble. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  that  the  second  reading  of  the 
Irish  butter  bill  should  be  postponed  till  the  first  of  May, 
and  that  the  second  reading  of  the  Irish  bank  note*  and 
Irish  house  tcis  bills  shoidd  be  postponed  till  the  next  day. 
—Ordered.. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  lon^-^ 
tu<cle  act.  In  the  committee  it  was  proposed,  that  10,000/.' 
should  be  appUcd  towards  the  encouragement  of  the  disco- 
very of  the  longitude,  and  of  other  improvements  in  navi- 
gation, to  be  adjudged  by  the  commissioners  appointed 
under  the  act.— This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered 
for  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Foster  moved,  that  tlie  committee  on  t';e  Irish  linen 
ad  should  be  deferred  till  Monday,  on  the  ground  that  an 
account  relative  to  the  drawback,  tor  which  ne  had-moved^ 
had  not  yet  been  presented. — ^Agreed  to. 
.  Mr.  Vansittart  brought  up  the  appraisement  duty  hill. 
Read,  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  the 
next  day. 

The  report  of  the  commitjee  of  supply  was  btought  up, 
and  the  lesolutioas  agreed  to,. 

Lord  OsiuUton  mentioned,  that  tht  addreis  Ibr  the  capi- 
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halation  of  the  island  of  Tobago  had  been  prtoeiited  to  his^ 
Majesty,  and  that  the  necessary  orders  had  be^i  g^ven  for 
laying  it  before  the  House. 

WITNESSES   DECLARATORY  BILL, 

The  Attorney  General  moved,  that  the  House  ihould  go 
iftto  a>  committee  on  the  witnesses  bill.  The  House'  accoi4« 
iogly  resolved  itself  into  the  committee, 
•  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said,  that  the  object  was  to  de* 
<:liire  the  law  as  it  had  bet^  delivered  in  the  opinions  of  the 
'majority  of  the  judges.  They  declared  that,  gencraUj 
-speaking,  witnesses  could  not  refuse  to  answer,  on  the 
-grottiKU  that,  by  so  doing,  they  would  subject  tliemselves 
to  a  civil  suit.  This  declaration  implied  some  exceptions,^ 
They  had  not  mentioned  what  these  exceptions  were,  but 
it  was  necessary  to  take  caie  that  whatever  exceptions  ex« 
isted  shoukl  not  be  set  aside.  The  judges  bad  giv^ 
tfae&r  opinion  with  a  limitation.  In  the  bill  there  was 
BO  limitation.  The  only  limitation  that  could  be  meant 
-by  the  judges  was,  that  the  rule  should  not  be  more  com-* 
pubory  on  witne^es  in  a  court  of  common  law,  than 
upon  a  defendant  in  equity  answering  a  bill.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  make  the  biU  conformable  to  the  opinion 
of  tbe  judges,  he  proposed  a  proviso,  stating  first,  that 
the  rule  should  not  be  more  compulsory  on  witnesses  in  ^ 
court  of  law,  than  upon  defendants  in  equity.  And, 
secondly,  that  the  juages  were  to  decide  with  respect 
to  the  exceptions,  in  the  same  way  as  if  the  act  had  not 


The  Solicitor  General  had  so  much  respect  for  the  opi-* 
nionsof  his  right  honourable  friend  (the  master  of  the  rolls),  ' 
Ihat  he  distrusted  himself  when  he  differed  from  him,  and 
-would  only  therefore  state  his  reasons  for  doing  so  pn  the 
present  occasion.  He  objected  io  the  proviso  because  he 
thought  it  clear  that  a  court  of  bw  ou^ht  not  io  take  its 
roles  of  evidence  from'  a  court  of  equity,  and  therefore 
contended  that  no couhteaance  whatever  ought  tube  givep 
to  such  a  thing.  The  doctrines  in  equity  were  of  a  com- 
•paratively  modern  date.  The  doctrines  in  law  ought  la 
stand  upon  their  own  grounds^  without  refer^ce  io  the 
practice  of  the  courts  of  equity.  The  objects  in  law  and 
in  equiity  were  different.    In  equity,  the  purpose  of  ^  lyll 
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una  tocompel  a  defendant  to  ansuver  against  kiniflelf.  la 
1^^,  the  object  was  to  protect  a  person  as  much  as  posabfe 
from  giving  evidence- against  himself.  The.prina^ka  loo 
were  quite  different ;  and  important  as  he  thought  it  wte 
ths|t  this  bill  should  pass^  he  would  much  xathiK  thallL 
should  be  rejected,  than  that  it  sliould  pass  with  this  pio4 
Tiso.  The  bill  as  it  now  stood,  expire^ed  the^opinionadf 
the  ju^^.  It  provided  that  a  witness  should  not  be 
excused  from  answerinjg  solely  xm  the  grou&ds  that  tko 
answer  might  subject  him  U>  a  civil  suit  But  thoe  woe  eac« 
ceptions  to  the  general  rule,  and  these  weie  left  open  as  fae« 
fore.  The  general  rule  existed  in  equity  already,  but  then 
too  there  were  exceptions  in  particular  cases,  that  is,  wiMre 
the  suit  to  which  the  defendant  might  be  subjected  would  be 
of  a  peculiar  nature.  i 

The  Jttametf  General  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  fipods 
his  honourable  friend  who  spoke  last,  as  he  was.^if 
opinion  that  the  bill  did  not  express  the  sentiments  of  Ifari 
judges.  They  had  given  their  opinions  with  a  (jualificatnniL^ 
Here  there  was  no  qualification.  Suppose  a  wrtness  diovid 
refuse  to  answer,  or  produce  his  title  to  a  properfy  pur^ 
chased  for  a  valuable  consideration,  but  in  woich  xbae 
might  be  defects  that  on  disclosure  might  reduce  him  te^ 
be^ary;  his  learned  friend  seemed  io  contend  thattiM 
woidd  be  no  exception.  [Here  the  solicitor  general  whis* 
pered  in  his  ear.  J  ^  His  learned  friend  said  that  this  woolit 
'DC  an  exception  in  law.  It  would  be  an  exceptioi  Hi 
equity.  But  where  was  the  rule  of  law  to  be  found  upaa 
wnich  such  an  exception  was  grounded  ?  The  fact  was^  mat 
*the  rules  of  law  had  often  b^n  varied  since  its  originv^es- 
pecially  between  the  years  1756  and  1789.  The  modes  of 
obtaining  evidence,  and  not  the  rules,  were  different  in 
law  and  equity.  One  buys  for  a  valuable  Gonsida!i4iD%> 
another  presents  an  equitable  title :  ^et  in  equity. the ftir«^ 
mer  was  protected.  It  was  the  same  in  the  courts  of  laww 
But  the  origin  of  the  rule  was  in  the  courts  of  equity,  «nd 
the  exceptions  consequently  originated  in  the«Mrto'of^ 

S[uity,  K>r  no  grounds  were  to  be  found  for  then^'in  hiw. 
e  therefore  supported  the  proviso. 
The  Master  of  the  RoUs  agreed  that,  in  his  own  opinion, 
the  judges  of  law  ought  not  to  resort  for  rules  to  courts  of 
equity ;  but  this  was  not  the  point.    The  object  was  to 
declare  the  Vkst  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  judgctb 
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Now  the  judges  had  meant  fiome  limitation,  and  the  mfe 
of  equity  was  the  only  one  they  could  mean,  for  there'was 
none  in  the  books  of  law.  He  mentioned  two  cases  upon 
which  the  jud^  seemed  to  rest,  the  one  in  Lord  Cnief 
Justice  Parker  s  Reports,  tried  in  the  exchequer,  the  othei^ 
tried  before  Lofd<  Muinsfield  in  the  Kin^s  Bench,  in  both  of 
which  it  had  been  decifled,  that  the  witnesses  could  not  b^ 
compelled  to  answer  questions  to  which  a  defendant  m 
equity  might  demur.  According  to  the  genius  of  the  old 
law,'no  man  could  be  required  to  answer  where  the  answer 
might  prove  a  debt  against  himself,  more  than  in  case^ 
WMre  it  might  prove  him  guih;^  of  felony.  In  other 
countries  of  Europe,  a  defendant,  in  all  cases,  was  requir« 
ed  to  give  evidence  against  himself.  But  the  object  of  tha 
English  law  was  not  to  reduce  a  person  to  the  dilemma 
cilfar  of  accusing  himself  or  being  guilty  of  peijury.  In 
equity,  a  defendant  was  required  to  answer  against  himself^ 
iMtft  there  were  exceptions  to  the  rule.  This  bill  went  far- 
ther, and  allowed  no  exceptions  at  all.  If  strict  justice 
were  to  be  the  rule  of  proceeding,  then  felons  would  be  re« 
quired  to  answer  against  th^emselves.  But  the  law  oon« 
templated  the  dilemma  above-mentioned*  According  io 
the  taw,  no  man  could  be  forced  to  answer  in  a  case  where 
he  might  be  exposed  to  risk  of  any  sort.  The  rule  then 
was  found  in  equity,  and  the  judges  themselves  had  gone 
to  equitj^  for  it,  and  he  only  ibllowed  them  there.  As  to 
.  tiie  law<<judges  going  to  equity,  the  statute  of  uses  forced 
them  to  go  there  ;  for  what  did  they  know  of  uses  till  they 
found  them  in  chancery  ? 

The  Solicitor  General  thought  the  words  of  the  bill 
were  air  general  as  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  and  did  not 
bar 'any  exceptions  they  intended  to  make.  When  he 
Qamidered,  that  in  the  House  of  Lords,  not  onlv  eight 
judges  of  the  twelve,  but  the  present  and  late  Lord  Chan-' 
oellor  vr&re  agreed  on  the  rule  of  evidence,  he  was  only  the 
more  convinced  that  the  bill  was  necessary,  when  he  pe»- 
ceiveddiat  there  still  existed  doubts  on  the  subject. 

Mr^JPerceval  thciaght^  it  was  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
the  other  House,  who  had  the  assistance  of  the  judges,  did 
not  condescend  to  ask  them  some  (questions,  as  to  the  excep- 
tions which  they  understood  to  exist  against  the  nile  which 
they  only  laid  down  generally.  He  feared,  that  this  decla- 
ratory law  would  be  going  Ix^yond  Uie  opinion  of  the  judges, 
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nods.    He  had^  he  said,  flattered  himself  with  the  expec- 
tation,  that  no  objection  would  have  been  made  bv  his 
Maj^ty*s  ministers  to  the  production  of  papers  so  indts- 
pensahilv  necessary  to  the  imbrmation  of  tne  Tlouse,  in  or- 
der to  enable  them  to  discuss  the  principle  propc^ed  by  the 
fi^ht  honourable  gentleman,  for  enlisting  soldiers  fiir  lunit- 
ed  periods,  and  consequently  to  determine  on  the  propriety 
o^its  adoption.    He  understood  now j  however,  tnat  there 
were  some  objections  for  which  he  was  at  a  loss  id  accovmt, 
when  he  considered  the  repeated  professions,  made  .by.bfs 
Majesty's  ministers,  of  their  desire  and  readiness  to  give  the 
House  the  fullest  information  upon  every  subject,  and  mote 
especially  upon  one  which  involved  the  vital  mterests  of  the 
country,  and  perhaps  the  future  existence  of  our  army. 
However  necessary  he  thought  the  production  of  those  opi- 
nions, as  documents  for  the  better  information  of  the  House^ 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  the  House  should  be  entirely  guidel 
by  those  opinions  ;  but  he  did  hope,  that  the  House  wouldj 
not  finally  decide  upon  a  question  .of  such  magnitude^ 
without  consulting  the  opinions  of  general  officers,  whose 
experience  in  the  military  service  must  render  them  com- 
petent to  give  the  most  important  and  necessary  advice 
upon  the  subject.    The  only  reasoq  he  had  yet  heard  from 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  for  the  adoption  of  a  principle  so 
perfectly  new  fothe  British  service,  was^  that  tne  principle, 
had  been  long  adopted  in  other  services  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  ;  but  he  had  good  reason  to  telieve,  that  therti  was 
po  service  in  Europe  where  limited  enlistments  prevailed, 
without  preserving  also  $omeprincipleofconscriptiori,;,fma'^ 
that  it  was  the  uniform  custom  of  those  services,  at  iY^'eX't 
pirationofsuch  terms  of  enlistment,  not  to  discharge  almiiii.' 
until  the  completion  of  the  army  to  its  full  complement  wajT 
ascertained.     On  this  fact  he  had  the  authority  of  the  Wtf 
British  quarter-master  general,  in  whose  hands  he, saw  a, 
very  long  detailed  document  of  the  principle  putsii^  in^jlbe 
Austrian  armies  upon  this  head.     Whether  thisxlocument 
would  be  laid  before  the  House  or  not,  he  was  unable  tQ  tcU; 
but  surely  the  House  ought  at  least  to  be  furnished  with 
the  opinions  of  the  officers  of  our  army,  which  were  the  best 
authorities  Parliament  could  resort  to.     Such  opinions,  he 
understood,. had  been  f  iven  to  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and 
^re\y  they  ought  to  Ee  laid  before  tne  House.     In  those 
4>pinions  he  understeod  there  was  some  difference ;  some 
'were  in  favour  ofj  and  others  opposed  to^  the  principle  of 
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limited  cnlistmaits ;  liow  tbe  balance  prep6fi(lc*ra^e4;  Ji&a 
could  not  tell :  but  if  the  opinions  of  eminent  military,  mea^ 
Tvere  thus  at  variance,  it  was  a  still  stronger  iirgumcnt  to.; 
prQve  the  necessity  of  extreme  caution  oa  the  part  of  the  I: 
I  louse,  bow,  at  a  inometit  like  the  present,  it  should  be  i|i» .. 
duccd  to  adopt  a  j^rinciple  which  must  change  the  whole  * 
c4)natitution  of.  our  army*  for  the  sake  of  an  unnecessary:^ 
experiment^,  whi^h  jinust  bc.extremely  hazardous  to  the  in- , 
tcrcsts  of  the  service,  and  preg^nant  with  the  ^reat^t  dan-/ 

fer  i6  the  country.  .  He  ander:stood  the  object/ions  against:: 
is  m/otion  were^  that  the  documents. for  which.he  intend^dh 
U)  move,  M'cre  considered  as  oonfidcutial  conwiunication^ 
which  ministers  could  not  disclose  without  a-breach^f- 
their  duty.  The  same  kind.of  dnsiil^eff  qiight  be  opposctl^tQx 
any,.otbcr  motio.n  fur  docttwent^,.ihe  correspondence  of  aa^ 
ambassador,  the  terms  of  a  treaty,  or,  in  short,  any  other, 

eipcr  Pajflianient  might  dee^«erv"*saryfor  Us  iafofiniatiqii* 
lit  if  bis  Majesty 'Is  ministers  did  notchuse  to  .l^otBmttni1^ 
c^ate  t|;ie  infonutition  he  required  in  thcifbrm  he.proppsed'i^ 
he  should  hope  it  would  be  laid  before  tbeHouse'in  iSomo 
otiicr;  shape ;  supper  that  of  a  report,  or.tbat  they  woulc^ 
not  object  to  the  e;camination  of  Uiose  officers  ^  the  bar  of 
the  House.  Fi>r  surely  it  was  of  high  importance,  ^vhei> 
the  House  was  called  on  to  enact  a  principle  so  revolting  to 
the  pstablished  usage  of  the  army,  to  have  for  its  guidance 
the  opinions  of  military  men  who  had  thfcmselvcs  com^ 
manded  regiments;  who  had  lived  aniongst  their eoldiei^; 
who  consequently  knew  their  hal)its,  their  sentimente,  and 
feelings,  and  were  therefore  competent  to  advise  what  was 
Iid^t  fo  be  done  ;  instead  of  taking  the  opinions  of  yoimg 
jtcietaLs,  whohad  notan  experience  of  similar  intimacy  with 
the  M)ldicrs  5  and  who,  though  no  doubt,  at  a  future  day, 
they  mij^ht  contribute^  by  their  prowess,  to  the  honour  of 
the,  service,  and  the  glory  of  their  country,  had  not  yet 
sufficient  exjxjrience  to  render  their  opijiions  very  decisive 
on  a  subject  of  this  delicate  and  important  nature.  Though 
the  opinions  of  many  general  ofliccrs  were  given  on  (lie 
liubject,  there  were  others  of  great  exiKxrionrc,  whose  opini- 
ons, if  (hey  were  asked,  by  some  acc^idcnt  were  not  commu- 
nicated. Among  them  were,  Lord  Cathcart  and  General 
Prrscott.  But  he  hoj^cd,  tlic  riglit  honourable  gontleman 
would  nQt  think  of  proceeding  to  the  conclusion  of  hk 
plan^  without  taking  the  opinions  of  all  military  oJKcers  ct 
CtiK^riencc  in  the  liingdom.  Mr.  Yorlj^e- qonclud(*d  by 
Vox..  |.   lt>0^-lj,  4  1(  moviagj 
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imViiitv  ^^  That  there  be  bdd  before  die  House  writtoi  co« 
plesr  or  atl'the  opinioni^  commiiiricated  by  militaiy  men 
to  hi8  Majesty's  ministers,  in  ansi^^cr  to  the  qucBtion*  pot ' 
t^H^etD,  respectkig  thd  propriety  of  eniiflfeiag  soldisiB  4n 
gettdntl  Service  for  Umited  periods." 

^kSrenerat  fVdlpoie  said,  there  was  a  short  aaswer  to  the 
9tgtnaent  of  the  right  honourable  gendaman,  thai  the  prin* 
ciple  of  eidfetlnff  soldiers,  in  general  and  even  colonial  sef« 
Tie<$9  for  limited  and  short  periods,  was  new  to  theBrit«ii 
Mrvice.  On  the  eontravy,  so  far  from  being  new,  it  M^as 
i^itblsr  tinlQiSukl  nor  unfrecfuent^  it  bad  been  done  ia  the 
ffe^n^yeaiB  war;  it  had  been  done  in  the  American  inrar, 
wtien  men  were  enlisled  for  a  tefm  of  only  three  years ;  and 
it  had  been  done  towards  the  termination  of  the  last  w«r, 
Md  bad  never  produced  lothe  mrice  the  smallest  incooTa* 
0ienee.  "      ,         '  i 

*  Mr.  SerrHmy  WifidhaPt  observed,  that  the  impatieast 
of  the  Tight  hononfnbk  gentleman  that  night  for  th^.pv^ 
duction  of  the  papi^rs  which  he  moved  for,  was  ptefty 
mnch  of  k  piece  witA -the  eagerness  which  had  prevaikd  on 
itth^  pdintb,  with'a  vittw  to  anticipate  the  premature  dis« 
ii^flsiort  bf  subjects  not  before  the  House.  The  question  to 
#hieh  the  motiOfel  Und  the  argument  of  the  right  faonourahie 

gentleman  that  ni/^ht  were  directed,  was  not  before  the 
ouse  $  and  when  it  should  bebrdught  forward,  the  Hoase 
should  certainly  have  the  full  benefit  of  those  opiAUms  to 
"^hich  the  right  hbn»  gentleman  had  alluded,  lie  wa«, 
iiowcver,  a  Kttle  surprised  that  the  honourable  genUeman, 
ti\  his  speech  on  the  subject,  had  not  been  able  to  anticipate 
j^Ome  part  of  the  objectioHs  likely  to  be  urged  agaii^  his 
motion  :  and,  considering  the  tenacity  of  those  geotleinpu 
on  the  other  side  Of  the  House,  on  the  subject  of  prodncing 
papers  moved  for^  when  they  were  inoiSce,  the  endeawir 
TO  press  the  production  of  those  documents  moved.  fofwUiat 
Inight,  was  rather  an  unfair  attempt  to  place  his  MajeE^y's 
present  ministers  in  a  ye^rj  awkward  and  unpleasantsituiMi* 
on.  The  honourable  gentleman  must  certainly  ndmit,  tltat 
however  it  might  be  \he  \\ish  of  ministers  \o  comply  with 
Ihe  motion  of  any  member  for  the  production  of  documents 
in  their  passcssion,  in  order  to  the  fuUes»t  information  of  the 
House,  yet,  that  there  were  often  papers  which  those  in  of- 
fice must  feel  it  their  duty  to  keep  back;  and,  though  the 
inference  drawn  by  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  proi 
tei^t  occasion  was  not  a  just  Qoe,  yet  it  might  ix^,  that  the 
**  papcnf 
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pkper^  now  to  be  witfaheia,  were  so  withfaeldilgaiiisfctfae  iiH 
elination  and  wishes  of  bis  Majesty's  ministers;  For  bta 
^wn  part,  however,  he  would  candidly  own,  be  made  09 
fensch  sacrifice,  haying  no  wish  on  the  subject,  one  way  oif 
tte  Other.  'But  though,  for  the  eeasons^  he  should  faoreafler 
stale,  he  might  deem  it  necessary,  to  withhold  those  papen^ 
iWMii  the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman,  he  could  assure  faimi 
so  far  Itokn  being  derisive  in  favour  of  hb  ideas^  that,  ia 
^irk  of  number  and  authority,  they  were  so  much  at  iiari«' 
ance,  andthe  balance  SO  eVenly  poised,  that  it  was  difficult 
I0  dkcido  which  way>  the  |»eponderance  prevailed;  but, 
npoa  the  whole,  be  thought  it  rather  in  jbVour  of  the  priiH 
C^leof  linuted  enlistment  There  were  received  the  opii 
iii#n»of  fourteen  military  officers ;  six  weie  rather  in  &vout 
of  the  right  honourable '  gentleman's  opi^Hon ;  seven  deei^ 
dedly  in  favour  of  his  own ;  and  one  tnfight  be  held  di^ 
putable<  but  he  thought  the  claim  for  authority  layon  hi^ 
'  dwn  side.  These  opinions  were  applied  to  three  distinct 
*)Mn(«,  as  to  the  probable  operation  of  the  principle :  firsts 
as  td  its  eBect  on  enlistments ;  secondly,  as  to  its  eflfect  oii 
discipline ;  and  thirdly,  as  to  its  effisct  on  colonial  service^ 
Now,  three  out  of  the  si;^  who  favoured  the  opinion  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  thongiht  the  principle  Would 
have  no  injurious  effect  on  the  service,  and  that  it  certaliilj 
tntfst  operate  to  increase  recruits :  others  said,  it  was  im« 
tK>ssibIe  but  it  should  produce  some  advantages,  and  mUst 
certainly  give  to  the  army  a  better.order  of  men :  some  again 
sfetfd  it  was  inexpedient :  and  others,  that  it  should  n;)t  be 
tried  in  time  of  war.  This  then  being  the  state  of  opinions 
on  eflch  side,  the  House  would  judg^  whether  bis  Majesty's 
ministers  could  have  any  other  possible  Motive  for, wi(b« 
hdlditi,^  those  documents,  than  a  sense  of  dnty ;  besides, 
wliat  advantage  could  they  i^ave  in  Withhplding  them  ?  or 
bf  Ifhat  use  could  they  be  to  the  House  if  th^  were  pro- 
mulgated ?.  for  they  could  only  prove  that  militaiy  men, 
equSly  respectable  in  authority,  differed  in  opinion  on  the 
subj^iit.  It  was  not  a  very  pleasant  thing  for  ministers, to 
be  calti^  on  publicly  to  communicate  the  confidential  bpi« 
nionsof  tnilitary  officers,  privately  riv^^  for  the  informal 
tion  and  gufdanc^  of  the  coromancfer  in  chief,  as  to  the 
hest  prqbable  means  of  increasing  the  public  force ;  and 
though  certainly  'great  occasions  might  occur  in  which 
such  a  ddicacy  mi^jht  be  overrnlfd  by  the  urgent  jiecessit^f 
of  the  case,  yet  he  did  hot  conceive  the  present  an  occasion 

4  T  2  that 
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that  called  Sot  such  a  communication :  nor  would  it  be  the 
oiOst  candid  or  delicate  treatment  of  those  military;  iOfiup^fv^ 
tO'pubiish  to  Parliament  and  to  the  country,  withQU^^  tiitic 
consent)  or  any  informaition  to  them  of  such  a  purpos^'i^ 

Sriyate  and  confidential  opinions  so  girm*    ^ch  9,  pK9P^ 
^  ure  might  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  the  fiilttc^c^PEi^ 
muuication  between  nulitary  officers  and  their  commandUfr: 
If^  chiQf,  on  other  occasions,  and  nught>l^  .pTodiu^ve^f 
very  disagreeable  consequences,  and  was  cei;lainly  not  <t€K«; 
sirable  for  adoption, .  when  not  aibsoLutel v  necessary. .    J3e* 
side,  even  if  the  letters  were  laid  before  tneHouse^  it  w^ukl 
only  kad  to  a  comparison  of  opinions  and  authoriti^B,.  eii- 
treiuely  unplea;»nt  to  gentlemen  on  both  sides ;  neithec 
^Quld  it  give  the  House  a  single  fact  or  opinion,  thai  it  dicL 
iiot  know  already,  and  which  had  not  already  been  urged 
on  both  sides  of  the  questioU.  Was  it,  then,  .worth  while^- 
fi>r  the  sake  of  any  advantages  the  House  could  .po6si\|lyf 
iiope  to  derive  firom  the  production  of  tliose  papers,tto  forqg^  • 
such  obvious  objections  ak  he  had  stated  ?•  The  sameobjto^ 
lions  would  apply  to  the  project  of  calling  military  men  to  * 
be  examined  at  the  bar  of  the  House;  every  gentlauaa 
who  might  have,  a  favourite  general,  upon  whose  talents  he 
built  his  own  reliance,  womd  start  up  in  his  place,  reject 
all  other  authority,  and  ask  why  he  was  not  consulted.  • 
The  right  honourable  ^ntleman  h^d  made  some  allusioii 
to  young  and  unexperienced  military  commanders;  ^kei 
knew  not  whether  he  had  any  particular  individual  in.jhid 
eye  \  but  certainly  it  was  not  upon  the  opinion  of  one^  two^: 
pr  three  general  officers,  that  the  measure  was  founded^jbut., 
upon  the  broad  principle  of  general  consultation,  Wl  na>: 
preCerence  given  to  individuals,. aii  if  to  artisan^  wha^bfld// 
served  their  apprenticeships  to  the  art  and  mystery. oTiUcx.. 
cruiting.'    But,   if  there  were  no  other  reason,  than 4be  : 
difference  ot  omnion  which .  had  already  beenevinccd^l^, 
military  men,  tiiose reasons  were  sufi^cient  to  justifyi  himiik'^ 
opposing  the  motion. ;  As  to  the  general  priMcipkit^itti^ 
measure,  it  was  not  npw  before  the  Hou^e,  an4  U-^'Ould 
\ic  time  euough  to  discuss  that.anqtlier  day.    He  could  do! 
^Void  reo^arking  something  very  whinujical  in  >  the '  ri^bt 
lion,  ^ontlemaii's  alluqing  to  a  document,  as  an  authority 
on  .this  occasion,   which  was,  in  £ict,.  no  ^authority  {4 
all'— namely,  a, detail  of  .arrangements  in  the  Austrian 
service.    Ilojjiug,   however,  that  he  hod  ponvinced  the  • 
llousp  of  the.iautility,  as  well  as  the;impro|iriety  of  ^oni* 
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pliance  with  the  motion,  he  should  now  conclude  bj  voting 
against  it. 

Mr.  Yorke,  in  explanation,  said,  that  the  only  reason 
why  he  sdluded  to  the  document  respecting  the  Austria^ 
service  was,  because  the  usages  of  continental  service  ha^ 
been  pleaded  by  the  right  hon.  gentlemau  in  support  of  his 
plan. 

*  General  Tarleton  was  ready  to  acknowledge*  that  the. 
principle  of  the  right  hon.  gcnileman's  plan  in  llicory,  ap4 
peared  fascinating;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
t^aliy  impracticable  as  to  any  useful  eifect :  more  espo^ 
cially  for  colonial  ^jervice.  The  right  hon.  gentlpman  had 
stated,  that  the  opinions  of  eminent  military  men  were  at 
i/1ariance  upon  the  question,  and  that  six  thonght  one 
way,  and  seven  the  other.  It  was  eA:tremely  necessary. 
however,  for  the  House  to  know  what  were  tlie  nature  and 
form  of  the  questions  proposed  to  these  officers.  The  riglit 
bdn.  gentleman  admitted  the  questions  were  privately  puf^ 
and  that  the  answers  also  were  private  and  confidential: 
but  it  was  extremely  nece^ary  to  scan  those  opinions,  and 
to  compare  them  with  the  questions  in  answer  to  whicfi 
they  were  given.  For,  wlicn  the  right  hon.  gentlemao  said 
that  officers  disagreed,  he  wished  to  know  the  mode  of  the 
questions  put,  as  statesmen  sometimes  put  questions  i9 
military  men  in  a  way  to  elicit  an  answer  applicable  to 
their  own  purposes.  The  ri^it  hon.  gentleman  said  the 
ansrwers  were  confidential,  and  that  the  promulgation  of 
them  to  the  House  would  excite  jealousies.  To  this  be 
would  reply,  then  examine  those  otBccrs  at  the  bar ;  and 
*  if  it  was  imagined*  by  any  man  they  were  afraid  or  Un- 
wUliAg  to  have  their  opinions  kno.\n,  he  must  know  litflc 
of  that  emulation  which  pervaded  the  breast  of  every  mi- 
litary commander,  and  which  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the 
army.  But,  with  respe.ct- to  the  questions  put  to  those 
officers^  he  shrewdly  suspected  they  did  not  proceed  fVoni 
the  Horse-Guards,  as  from  tlie  authority  of  the  com- 
mander in  chiify  but  from  some  of  those  <J/ri/-7??i7/(^ry  gen- 
tlemen who  had  of  late  assumed  the  management  of  the 
jirmy.  With  respect  to"  the  argument  of  delicacy  in  coni- 
mnnicating  theopinionsi  reccivra,  he  thought  it  supersed(»d 
by  a  jjaiiamouht  duty  to  *tlie  House  and  the  occasion.  ^H^ 
wa«  wllUiiff  to  admit  vpHat  had  been  said  by  an  hon.  gen* 
)leman  (General  Walpole)  early  in'  the!  debate,  tfiat  ro< 
cruits  were  enlisted  towards  .the  dose  of  the  Atocricctu^ar' 
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|br  tl^ree  years,  or  during  tfte  war ;  and  he  had  no  objec-* 
tipn.  tp  tnke  as  many  recruits  as  Qcnild  not^.be  raised  upon 
^e  same  principle ;  but  from  what  he  knew  of  the  spirit  of 
this  couAtry,  he  was  convinced  that  not  one  thousand  men 
fpxtraordinaiy  would  be  produced  iti  twelve  months^  by  en- 
jiifitment  for  limited  periods.       ' 

.,,  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  observed ,  (hat  the  questions  put  to 
,  those  military  ofKccrs,  and  which  produced  those  (Tpinloos^ 
>ere  not  propounded  by  his  Majesty's  present  tninister^  as 
insinuated  by  the  hon.  aejitleman,  but  during  the  a^rhi*' 
lustration  of  the  late  IVfr.  Pitt.  They  were  put  by  him^ 
|ind  the  answers,  as  stated  by  his  right  hon.  firiezia,,  were 
found  iii  the  office. 

.  Ijord  Casilereagh  said,  he  remembered  some  of  thosff 
questions  had  been  put  during  the  administration  of  Ihi) 
light  hon.  friend ;  but  he  did  not  recollect  that  the  'iai<« 
swers  communicated  to  them  were  given  in  such  a  tjrky^- 
gencrally,  at  least,  as  to  implv  any  thing  secrete  TV<>'  ^ 
three  of  them  might,  he  said,  have  been  marked  on  ^tiie 
covers  "  confidential;*^  and  though  he  was  ready  to  adjbit 
that  great  delicacy  ought  to  be  observed  with  respect  to 
secret  and  confidential  communications,  if  it  should  ap- 
pear upon  a  view  of  the  contents  of  such  communiqations 
that  they  wer6  of  that  nature,  yet  there  was  no  other  cpiv* 
sideration  in  the  present  case  which  could  justify  the  refusal 
of  their  production.  Some  few  of  those.Ietlers  might  ha^ 
been  written  in  a  manner  which  shewed  the  writers  iievfer 
apprehended  they  would  be  made  public :  but  the  f^ 
"were. written  in  a  reguUr  bfficial  form,  as  if  intended'tb 
meet  any  purpose  to  which  government  should  think'  tt 
necessary  (o  apply  them.  He  should  therefore  advis^^  (tit 
those  letters  q{  a  contrary  description  should  be  sent  ba^ 
to  the  officers  who  wrote  th^m,  in  order  for  such  contc-* 
tion  as  they  might  deem  neocssa^,  with  a  view  to  pt;?paie 
them  as  documents  for  the  pubUc  ^ye^  if  ci^cums^nces 
should  r^der.it  necessary ;  and  he  also  thovgbt  it  ifbuld 
not  be  advisable  to  lay  any  of  those  letters  before  the  House, ' 
.  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  Uie  officers  who  wrote  tbfoi.  JBut 
he  thought,  however,  it  was  necessary  that  their  opinions 
should  be  laid  before  Parliamen|;^  as  well  with  a  view 
to  the  »Gitisfaction  of  the  House,  as  for  thie  vindication  of 
his  Ali^ty's  laie  ministers,  by  shewing  that  they  haidl 
omitted  no  consideration,  nor  neglected,  any  part  of  their 
duty,  with  respect  to  the  great  purpose  ofnational  de&noe« 
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If  ibcy  had  not  consulted  a  rarietj  of  ailthoritiet,'  and  seed 
tlie  various  views  in  which  •  the  sobjeot  was  if^onsidered  b^^ 
men  of  talents  and  experience,  they  could  sot  have  beca 
enabled  to  form  a  decisive  jndgment  upon  a  <opic  so  evf 
tensive  and  complicated.  But  from  what  he' had  been  abfe 
to  observe,  on  a  comparison  of  those  dlfierent  opiniona 
uponihe  two  distinct  branches  of  service,  local  and  gene* 
ral,  he  should  deduce  the  preponderance  of  opinion  qmle 
dii^itnt  from  wliat  it  had'lieen  stated  by  the  right  hoii« 
gentleman.  The  noble. lord  considered  the  measure  of  en*.- 
Kstmest  proposed,  as  one  of  the  most  delicate  and  im« 
portant  that  ever  that  House  was  called  upon  td  decide;, 
and  he  conjured  the  Hous^  to  proceed  with .  the  utmost 
oatttion,  in  the  novel  situation  in  which  bis  Majesty^s  mi* 
nisters  now  attempted  to  place  it,  by  catling  upon  it  to 
depart  from  the  long-established  ^incipfes  upon  which  our 
army  was  constituted,  and  to  dictate  io^  and  restrict  die 
Crown,  in  the  exercise  of  that  prerogative,  which  'COBititif«^ 
iionally  belonged  to  it,  in  the  mo&  and  management  M 
lecruitiniT  the  regular  array. 

.  Lord  Henry  Petty  felt  a  right  to  r^:aTd  with  some  mv 
prise  the  declaration  of  the  noble  lord,  That  he  could  see  no 
objection  to  the  production  of  the  papers  now  moved'  for, 
w&cn  during  three  years  past  that  this  subject  had  so  fte* 

auently  been  a  topic  of  oiscussion,  he  had  never  tbtmglit 
le  production  of  them  necessary  to  enlighten  the  under* 
;^anaingy  or«  guide  the  ddiberations  Of  l^arliament.    An 
..hon.  general  (Tarleton)  had  evinced  much  anxiety  to  learn 
in  what  form  the  questions  were  put,  to  produce  ^hose  opi- 
.nidns !  whatever  it  was,  was  not  now  very  material ;  and 
from  what  had  that  night  fallen  in  the  course  of  debate^ 
the  House  would  see  that  the  quegtion  did  not  arise  out  of 
khy  measure  or  proceeding  now  proposed.    But  whatever 
answers  might  have  been  produced,  and  however  neces«* 
.Kiry  the  House  might  deem  the  opinions  of  military  men, 
towards  its  own  general  information  upon  a  topic  of  this 
fiort,  it  was  not  probable  it  would  so  rar  depart  from  the 
digjiity  of  its  oiWn  character,  as  to  be  guided  implicitly 
and  eiUlrcly  by  such  opinions,  as  to  what  measures  it 
should  ultimately  adopt ;  or  that,  si  •Tendering  or  aban^ 
doiiinfi^  its  own  judgment,  it  would  put  the  enacting  qnca* 
tion,  Aye,  or  Nof  to  any  military  oiBccr  who  might  b^ 
examined  at  its  bar,  as  U^  what  measure  that  House  might 
deem  pioper  to  euacL    Tho  opblc  tpnl  sg^a^fnd-  to  iMxik, 
^  that 
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ttdttbeHmise  of  Commons,  in  legislating  resr^ilations  ibr 
Ao.armj,  or  limiting  ttiedmration  ofetilishneats,  assunied' 
«  po\rcr  extremely  new,  atid  trenched  uncoostitationifiW^ 
€vi  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.    But  if  ever  tbctewas  R 
^lestion  on  vhich  the  House  could  mor(^  pt6pef\f  ofl^M- 
«forc  efiectuaUy  to  consider  and  legistote,  It  win  Hihprf    mA 
Hie  noble  lord  forget,  that  the  power  Hot  onty'iyfils  not 
•ew  or  uncommon  for  the  House  of  Conlmbrift  i^*&kettise^ 
IVLt  that  it  did  actually,  and  Of  constitutional  tigbt^  m^' 
•trmeond  exercise  if  every  y«ir,  in  the  passtiif  of  aiH^ttey 
fctB?  by  which  bill  tlie  army,  for  wliatcver  Itugih  oC  time? 
if  might  have  been  enlisted  by  the  crbwii,  -  could  ^lyejtbfr 
4rom  year  to  year,  and  must,  defactn^  beBkbandcd  sttW 
end  or  each  year,  iF  that  bill  was  not  renewed;  and  Ih^M-*' 
Ibre  the  House,  iii  legidating  for  the  army  on  this  occasion^* 
acted  upon  a  constitutional  right,' which  no  man  6b(ttld-n4^ 
question.  However  necessary  it  might  be  thoog4it  to  Winitltt' 
mtlitaty  opinions  upon  an  arrangement  Ktethat  prdpdsett' 
\j  his  Tight  hon.  friend,  he  thought  that  the  Hoofi^i  in^' 
stead  of  being  guided  by  those  documents  now  called  fbry 
vould  act  in  a  manner  more  becoming  its  own  dignity, 
and  more  cflbctua!  for  the  public  service,  by  exercyn* 
the  judgment  of  its  own  members,  taking  the  opiuMisv  » 
a  pariiamentary  way,  of  militarv  menon both sides^f* the 
House,  and  consulting  without  oooiB  thcoptnioiift^c^'mi^* 
litary  ofTtcers  in  the  circle  of  their  acquaintance,  &Ud  obasii^ 
prepared,  with  the  i)est  information  they  coul4  obtaiB)*  im 
discuss  the  subject  fully.  v  -  #  tv 

Mr.  Cannings  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from^Ua  noblo 
lofd,  said,  tltni  his  friend,  the  late  chancellar  of  tb^«»« 
chequer,  had  indeed,  sit  one  time,  otpressed  liiniBetf  in 
fevour  of  limited  service;  b^t  that  be  had  afterwurdratiii 
lied  his  mind,  tliat  li  was  not  expedient  to  bring  ibfwani 
tucfa  a  measure,  and,  on  that  account,  none  of-tlu^  opi* 
nious  that  he  had  caused  to  be  collected  were  laidlbema 
the  Hoiisb.  In  the  present  case,  he  should  «'i<9k,lwts  it  nst 
a  proper  course,  in  order  to  form  a  smind  judgmoal  oh  the 
subject,  for  tlie  House  to  obtain  tlie  best  infarnudfon: frodi 
persons,  who^e  practical  know Icdi^e  of  the  army  ^rottdered 
them  better  iiblc  to  judir^N  than  thoM?  whose  opinions  could 
only  be  formed  on  spe<'ulativc  groiiuds?  He  conjured  tbf 
House  to  pauso,  before  th^y  sanctioned  what  would  amount 
to  a  complete  revolution  in  the  niilitc'iry  system,  or  adopted 
anuca^un:.  Iioai  which,  if  it  shouUi  fail)  (her^  would  b9 
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ttOMCresl.  He  Muld  not  fnme  to  himself  mtj  valid  ob^ 
j^o&to  thepiewfit  moUon.  All  that  was  asked  was^ 
iwrely  the  possesnoD  of  those  means  of  informatioa  pn ' 
which  the  hoo.  KeAtleman  had  founded  his  plan.  Let 
the  authorities  ana  opinions  be  as  numerous  as  was  coji^st^ 
ent  with  convenieno^,  but  let  not  the  House  be  called  on  to 
decide  before  they  have  the  means  of  forming  a  judgment. 
If  it  ghaald  appear,  that  the  opinions  of  military  men  vrcr^ 
neuly  equally  balanced  on  the  subject ,  he  should  consider 
this  as  a  sufficient  leason  for  reiecting  this  new  plan,  and 
wmiiSiimikg  ns  we  weri^.  It  was  dangerous  to  alter  what  was 
alc^y  well^  and  particularly  hif  the  adoption  of  a  new 
pioject^  the  consequences  of  which  it  was  impossible  U> 
fovttee.  It  was  amusing,  he  said,  to  compare  the  profes- 
aioMi  of  some  geiUlemen  with  their  practice.  A  noble  lord 
had^  oaa  former  occasion,  expressed  a  wish  that  the  prin- 
ciples and  designs  of  ministers  were  as  open  lo  public  in- 
q^etions  as  a  certain  old  Roman  had  wished  the  interior  of 
likh<Mi9e  to  be  to  the  Roman  public.  Bat  it  now  appeaxed, 
tbut  taeir  mansion  was  built  after  the  Gothic  taste,  and  was 
remarki61e  for  its  huge  wii£lows  excluding  the  light,  and 
foriils-nancow  passages  that  led  to  nothing. 
'  Jj»rd  de  Blnquiere  considered  it  as  the  proper  business 
•C  military  ofioers  to  discipline  their  men,  and  lead  them 
•a  -to- action,  while  it  should  be  the  province  of  the  stotesr 
man  and  I^islatuie  to  decide  on  such  measures  as  the 
prcMttt*  He  could  not  see  any  possible  danger  resulting 
lo  the  military  ^stem  from  the  plan  of  enlisting  for  limitra 
service.  * 

Sir  James  PuUenejf  wished,  as  the  subject  was  almost 
new  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country,  to  see  the  opinions 
of  persons  conversant  with  military  affairs  laid  befon;  the 
House*  He-  had  thought  much  on  the  subject,  and  yet 
bewas^convutced  he  should  derive  much  information  fron» 
their  communications.  The  practice  of  enlisting  for  a 
term  of  yeaes  had  indeed  been  partially  introduced  into  the 
avmy,  but  it  had  produced  so  little  effect,  as  not  to  give 
much  encouragement  for  its  general  application.  Besides, 
>hougb  the  practice  was  not  new,  yet  there  was  a  great  dif«  ' 
ferenoe  between  that  partial  enUstin^  for  time  that  had^al^ 
ready  been  tried,  and  a  general  enlistmg  for  the  whole  auny 
on  the  same  principle. 

Mr.   W.  Dundas  was  sorry  to  differ  on  this  occasion 
from  tho!(e  gcntlf;mea  with  whom  he  usually  acted;  but  he 
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could  not  coBsider  the  opinions  tbat  had  been  moved  for  as 
proper  for  the  public  inspection.  They  had  not  been 
written  for  the  purpose,  or  with  the  design  of  being  com-' 
jnunicated  to  the  public.  They  were  of  a  private  and 
confidential  nature;  and  besides  that  the  publication  of 
them  might  wound  the  feelings  of  individuals,  the  paUie 
service  might  suffer  detriment  from  audi  a  measare^ 
Much  might  transpire  that  might  be  calculated  to  do 

Eublic  mischief.  But  though  he  c^eprecated  their  being 
lid  before  the  House  in  their  piesent  form,.thi^migfat  yet 
perhaps  be  revised  by  those  who  had  originally  given  them 
in,  and  in  that  state,  with  theur  consent,. submitted  to iPar* 
liament. 

We  then  understood  Mr.  Yoiice  to  say,  tliat^!should-lii» 
motion  not  be  agreed,  to,  he  should  have  bo  objection  to 
that  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr,  Fox  had  not  heard  one  precedent  mentioned  an 
support  of  the  motion,  that  was  at  all  applicable  totfaa 
subject.    The  measure  which  was  pr<^>06ed: would  girrio 
*  alter  the  character  of  officers,  and  invest  them  with  ihat 
of  legislators.    Besides,  thereVere  certainly  many  lifli* 
tary  gentlemen  in  the  House  whose  opinions  would  be  of 
high  authority  in  addition  to  what  other  members  might 
learn  in  the  course  of  their  conversations  on  the  subj^t* 
The  preference  which  the  House  must  necessarily  givto  to 
the  opinion  of  one  general  officer  above  that  of  another^ 
were  they  all  laid  I^fore  the  House,  might  also  tend  to 
lessen  the  usefulness  of  officers,  and  injure  the  genereliif* 
terests  of  the  army.     Besides,  one  man  paid  greatt  :de{ff* 
rencc  to  the  opinion  of  one  general,  and  another  totthai-oC 
a  second,  and  the  consequence  would  be^  that  the  Hoase 
might  consult  a  hundred  and  fifty  generals  befoie  ibq^ 
could  form  a  decision  on  the  point.    There  would  be  ni» 
end  to  the  sifting  and  compariug  of  difierent  opiniotis^- )Bfr  - 
therefore  could  not  consent  to  the  pvesent  motion,  a^ulhe 
should  by  no  means  pledge  himself  logive  it  hi^  assent,  of  en 
in  the  altered  state  in  which  the  right  hon.  getttlena&'seesied 
io  teol  inclined  to  propose  it.  •     .  .  ,,    ' 

j\It\  Yurke  contended,  that  when  the  subjeciof  fovtifica* 
tion,  as  planned  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond^  wasN^foreifae 
House,  general  officers  had  been  conj^ulted,  and  their  opi- 
nions laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Fox  rc|.lied,  that  there  was  a  distinction  between  an 
opinion  given  in  by  a  board  of  officers^  and  that  which  was 
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communicated  individnallj.  The  case  referred  to  had 
1)een  of  the  former  description,  and,  therefore,  was  nopre« 
cedent  for  the  measure  now  proposed. 

Mr.  Yorke  explained.      • 

Colonel  Craufurd  said,  that  the  question  respecting  tho 
sjBtem  of  general  fortification  was  purely  of  amiUtary  na** 
ture,  and,  therefore,  military  men  were,  with  great  pro- 
priety, consulted  by  Parliament  on  the  occasion.  Bat 
the  present  was  by  no  mean^  purely  a  military  question, 
but  required,  in  order  to  its  discussion,  the  union  of  mi^^ 
litary  information  with  the  talents  of  the  statesman.  lie 
observed,  that  when  the  hon.  mover  of  the  present  ques- 
tion was  himself  at  the  head  of  the  war  department,  we 
had  a  militia  amounting  to  90,000,  and  an  army  for  II- 
mited  fi^vice  to  the  amount  of  50,000  men ;  he  therefore 
could  not  perceive  much  consistency  in  his  now  reprobating 
a  system,  upon  which  he  himself  had  acted  to  so  great  aa 
extent,  and  contending,  that  the  measure  in  question  would 
caiuse  a  militaiy  revolution,  that  might  be  attended  with  the 
greatest  risk. 

Mr.  Hawthorne  confirmed  the  statement  of  the  hon.  of- 
ficer with  r^ard  to  the  amount  6i  the  militia  and  army  of 
leserve. 

Mr.  Yorke  explained. 

Mr.  Perceval  took  a  general  view  of  the  argumehtis 
against  the  motion.  He  contended  that  the  measures  of 
tfie  late  administration  had  been  eminently  successful  in 
supporting  and  increasing  the  military  force  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  having  recourse  to 
new  and  untried  experiments  oh  a  subject  of  so  much  im- 
poflance.  The  nc^v  measure  was  of  such  a  nature  as  called 
for  the  opinions  of  practical  and  experienced  men ;  but 
the  hon.  Sx'rretary  seemed  to  fond  of  theory,  that  he  wished 
to  exclude  practice  altogether.  It  was  rather  extraordinary^ 
that  his  right  hon.  friend,  now  no  more,  had  seen  reason  - 
to  alter  that  inclination  which  he  had  felt  for  the  principle 
of  limited  service,  from  the  very  same  cause  that  nad  con- 
firmed the  ri^ht  hon.  secretary  in  his  original  opinion. 
They  had  both  had  recourse  to  the  opinions  of  military 
men,  and  had  come  to  very  difierent  conclusions  from 
those  opinions.  This  should  induce  the  House  to  call 
for  the  sentiments  of  experienced  men.  If  such  opinions 
were  withhjeld  from  the  House,  the  natural  conclusion 
4U9  would 
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ircmld  b6,  that  they  wore  upon  the  whole  tul&vonraMe  ta 
the  mei^sure. 

Lard  Temple  contended,  that  the  opinion  famished  to 
the  House  by  a  board  pf  officers  appointed  to  examine  the 
plan  of  general  fortificwon,  afforded  no  precedi^dt  to  guide 
the  House  on  the  present  occa^n.  Thai  was  a  jpnAfic 
beard,  established  oy  his  Majesty,  and  responsiJbSe  to  tlie 
country.  The  Honse  had  addressed  his  Maje&K}r  ',bh\  Aatf 
o,ccuion,  that  such  ports  of.  their  official  prooef^ic^^ 
were  Hi  for  public  inspection,  should  belaid befoie  t&m^ 
and  this  address  had  been  complied' with.  But  heeovild 
see  no  analogy  between  that  case  and  the  present. 
.  Mr.  Rose  submitted,  that  the  committee  aRudod  tu 
hein^  appointed  to  report  how  and  where  the  docks  were 
to  be  fortified,  the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  on  nAidt 
they  were  to  deliver  their  opinions,  was  one  of  fiir  moie 
delicicy  than  the  present,  and  therefore  that  there,  ^tas 
less  reason  for  withholding  the  information  to  theHe^s^ 
in  the  present  instance  than  there  could  h^ve  boSi  on  fiwt 
occasion.  -  . 

Mr.  Fox  explained. 

.  Mr.  Calcrafl  remarked,  that  the  Duke  of  RiciunoiHl'is 
commission  was  expressly  appointed,  with  the  view  of 
their  opinions  being  made  known,  so  no  ddicacy  was 
necAsary  to  be  observed  towards  them,  as  wa«  the  esse 
heje. 

General  Tarleton  was  proceedii)g  to  state  a  eaie  kk 
which  his  opinion  was  asked,  when  he  was  called  lo 
order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mi*.  Yorkers  motion,^  w4i^ 
it  was  negatived  without  a  divijiiion.  ^' 

Mr.  Windham  then  brought  in  his  bill  for  repeali)i|^ifte 
act  of  the  44th  of  the  King,  for  establishing  and  itt^hi^ 
tanning  a  permanent  additional  force  for  the  defencedf  tHe 
realm,  and  for  reducing  the  militia.  '  •      - 

On  the  motion  for  tfe  first  reading  of  the  bill,         '    ■  ' 

General  Tarleton  said,  that  if  the  bill  had  biM  inttfo- 
duccul  at  an  carUer  hour,  he  should  have  trespassed'  iL  litde 
o-  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  But  after  &e  imtMMrteiit 
debate  on  the  subject^  which  had  already  taken  |Aaoe,^  he 
should  only  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Hdhse  to  the 
paj)eis  which  were  before  them,  from  which  they  trould 
see  that  the  bill  sought  to  be  repealed  had  done,  and*was 
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likely  lodo,  every  thing  wbich  could  be  desired,  tod  that 
8o  &r  from  deseamng  to  bQ  repealed,  it  was  only  aeoessarjr' 
to  support  and  enforce  it  ta  reader  it  a  most  succesftful  aad 
eflidbEit  system  orrecruiting.       ^  ^ 

Mr.  Hamthorn  concurred  inth  the  hon.  general  in 
liopiog  that  gentlemen  would  come  prepared  to  judge  of  tho 
bill,,  after  having' read  the  papers  on  the  tabled  which  he 
was  convinced  would  satis^  them  that  the  bill  had  com-' 
plet^yftiled. 

Mr.  Percecal  was  persuaded  a  very  difierent  result  from 
that  expected  by  the  last  speaker  if^oul'd  follow  from  an  at- 
tentive perusal  of  ihsi  papers  in  question.  Such,  he  was 
particularly  convinced,  must  appear  to  those  who  had  voted 
for  the  continuance  of  the  bill  last  year,  on  the  principle 
of  giving  time  to  see  its  effect,  and  who  thought,  as  it 
t)ien  had  the  prospect  of  doing,  if  it  produced  9000  men 
a-jrear,  that  it  was  not  a  measure  to  be  repealed.  Those 
&pOeiam  would  see,  that  it  had  not  only  equalled,  but 
Had  greatly  exceeded  this  calculation.  It  had  increased 
rapidly,  month  after  month,  and  week  after  week;  and, 
on  a  supposition  that  the  last  five  weeks  were  to  be  taken 
as  an  aven^,  from  which  it^  progress  was  to  be  judged  of, 
instead  of  S}00,  at  present  equalled  18,000  men  yearly,  or 
dciuble  the  nunil)er  which  they  formerly  thought  so  great 
an  object. 

Lord  Temple  submitted,  that  no  garbled  estimate,  but 
the  ^hole  efl^ts  of  the  bill,  must  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion* .Not  what  had  been  done,  but  by  what  means  that 
little  had  been  accomplished,  and  to  compare  that  with 
whivt  had  been  promised. 

Colonel  Craufurd  said,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  at- 
tributed all  that  had  been  done  to  this  bill.  A  bounty  of 
id  gi^i^eas  alone,  however,  was  given  to  men  enlisting  for 
general  service.  Under  this  bill  they  were  entitled  to  K 
guineas,  and  the  very  next  day,  if  they  chose  to  extend 
their  services,  to  ten  guineas  more.  Was  it  then  surpri- 
zing,* thf4  men  who  knew  the  use  of  money  preferred  ^'2  to 
15  guineas,  at  the  expence  only  of  signing  two  attestations  • 
instead  of  onei 
.    Mr.  yaqsit tart  was  of  a  similar  opinion. 

The. bill  was  then  read  a  first  time. 

On  the  motion  for  the  2d  reading  on  Thursday  next, 

Mr.  Canning  intimated  his  intention,  if  matters  should 

not 
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seen  ivhat  would  be  substituted  in  its  stead.  It  most  be 
allowed  on  aU  hands  that  the  bill  sought  to  betepeakd  held 
out  at  least  some  mode  of  raising  men,  and  the  House  ongbt 
to  see  that  something  was  to  be  substituted  in  its  room,  he^ 
sides  the  fancies,  visions,  and  projects,  of  the  right  hcyn* 
gentleman* 

Mr.  Fox  thanked  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  the  ia— 
fbimation  he  had  given  them.  He  was,  no  doubt, 'moi^ 
than  most  other  persons  calculated,  solidity  being  the  cfaa— 
racteristic  of  his  disposition,  to  check  the  fanciea  audi 
visions,  as  he  was  pleased  to  term  them,  of  bis  right  ban* 
friend.  But,  he  snould  say,  that  were  he  ignorant  of  the 
very  excellent  system  which  bis  ri^ht  hon.  friend  had  in 
view  to  substitute  iij  place  of  the  bill  now  sought  to  be  ie« 
pealed — ^were  no  substitute  at  all  to  be  adopted  in  its  frfi^Qe 
— he  should  vote  for  its  repeal;  conscious  as  he  «ra$  tbvt 
it  had  done  mischief  to  the  recruiting,  instead  of  geod^ '  *  i 

and  that  not  a  single  man  had  been  raised  by  it  who  ^wuld 
not  in  a  less  circuitous  and  less  aipensive  mode^  have  fomtd 
his  way  into  the  regular  army. 

General  Tarleton  expressed  a  contrary  opinion. 

The  «econd  reading  was  then  fixed  for  Thursday, 

Mr.  Ilose  postponed  his  motion  relative  to  the  West 
India  navigation  till  Monday. 

•On  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  Sinclair,  a  select  committee  was 
ap))ointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  fbrfirited  estates 
in  Scotland. 

The  Torlola  free  port  bill  was  committed,  reported,  and 
ordered  to  be  farther  considered  the  next  day  se*nnightanit 
to  he  printed. 

The  attorney-general  postponed  the  2d  reading  of  the* 
sLnvc  trade  restriction  bill  till  the  next  day. 

The  ciifitoms  dnt3'  bill  was  read  a  2d  time,  and  ordeitd  i^ 
be    oirn^Httxl  on  Monday. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  supply  of  the  pteteding' 
day  ^vas  brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  three  millions  exchequer  bills  bill  ivas  committed, 
nnd  the  report  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day.  Ad- 
journed. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

f RIOAY,    APillL  18. 

The  deputy  warden  of  the  Fleet;  Mr.  Newman^  keeper 
of  Newgate;  Mr.  Kifby,  keeper  of  Giltspur-stieet  Comp- 
ter; and  Mr.  Teague,  keeper  of  thePoultry  Compter  and 
Ludgate  prison,  presented  accounts  of  the  number  of 
debtors  confined  in  those  prisons — which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

In  an  appeal  ironi  Scotland,  /^  Henderson  v.  Ramsay 
and  others,  the  solicitor-general'was  heard  in  behalf  of  the 
appeHant;  after  which  the  further  consideration  was  post- 
poned till  Monday. 

The  £0,000,000/.  loan  bill  ^as  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  and  a  messa^  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House,  of 
Commons,  to  acquaint  them  therewith. 

•Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth's  annuity  bill,  and  tlie  treasurer  of 
the  ordnance's  regulatioo  bill,  passed  through  committees^ 
add  were  reported. 

The  House,  resolved  itself  in  a  committee  on  the  West 
India  indemnity  bill.  Some  verbal  .amendments  were 
made  on  the  bill,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Auckland;  and, 
after  a  few  words  from  Lord  Sheffield,  the  House  re- 
sumed, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Monday. 

IMPEACHMENT  OF  LORO  MELVILLE. 

Mr.  Giles,  and  several  other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  a  message,  containing  a  list  of 
witnesses  to  be  produced  in  the  trial  of  Lord  Viscpunt 
MelviUe,  and  requesting  that  their  lordsh  ips  would  take  mea* 
sures  to«ummon  such  witnesses  to  attend  on  the  29th  instant, 
arid  to  bring  with  them  such  books,  papers,  and  docu- 
ments, as  were  marked  against  their  respective  names. 

On  the  motion  of  L&rS  Walsingham,  a  message  was  or- 
dered to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons,  containing  a 
compliance  with  the  above  request. 

Lord  Walsingham  also  moved,  that  Mr.  Wyatt  should 
attend  the  House  on  Monday,  to  state  what  progress  had 
been  made  in  the  preparations  for  the  trial  of  Lord  Viscount 
Melville,  and  when  tne  fitting  up  of  the  court  was  likely  to 
be  finished.    Ordered. 

It  was  likewise  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  Lord  Wal- 
singham, 
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singbam,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  should  send  letters  to 
the  peers  of  the  blood  roya!^  and  the  other  lords,  uifi>rnt' 
ing  them  of  the  day  fixed  for  the  trial  of  Lord  Viscount 
Melville,  and  requesting  their  attendance.  Adjourned  tQI 
Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.     .    ' 

VBlDATy  AFHUb  18.   • 

New  writs  were  ordered  to  be  issued  for  the  cootrfy  of 
Wicklow,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  George  PcftiMSyj 
^ha  since  his  deetion  had  accepted  of  the  office  of  lortM» 
Ishancellorof  Ir^nd;  andforthecountvof  Gralway,  initte 
room  of  D.  B.  Daly,  Esq.  who  since  nis  election  htid  ac^ 
cepted  of  the  office  of  joint  muster-master-genen^  of  ihe 
forces  in  Irdand. 

EX  PAftTE  CRIlilNAX  J^aOGJ^SniKCW.      *  .     .-. 

Mr.  Serjeani  Best  rose,  agreeably  to  notice,  to  nitjfmitm 
leaye  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  preventing  dlinteriocutonr-'of  Ittr 
MTte  proceedings  in  criminal  matters,  from  being  pnthtnhed 
iri  the  newspapers.    No  man,  he  decbred,  hiul  a  c ^— 


disposition  to  support  the  liberty  of  the  pvess  than  helMid 
^-^one  could  more  anxiously  wi  h  that  that  liboty  dimM 
be  extended  to  its  utmost  possible  limits.    No  man,  hovlu 
ever,  who  was  a  friend  to  the  press,  on  rational  amlJfbenii 
principles,  but  would  wish  to  see  it  kept  within  sorae-^idf 
and  satisfactory  bounds.     It  \y  as  welt  known  that  not  a 
case  occurred  in  which  tlieertdence,  supposing  it  Cotiee^Kn 
of  the  most  unsatisfactory  and  doubtftii  nature,  did^^iiot  fiitf 
its  way  into  the  newspapers,  thereby  prejiidicingthe  jAMM 
mind,  and  there  was  too  good  reason  io  suppo^  mt^Wtm  ' 
thatof  the  juiT,  \^ho,  it  was  to  be  feared,  coaldHof-iitfrthpiiL^ 
divest  themselves  of  the  prejudices  they  had  inkbibM  «h 
consequence  of  those  partial  statements.    The  prat^i^aP  ' 
luded  to  \\as  acknowledged  by  most  of  bis  brethfettatPAe ' 
bar  to  be  improper  and  ille^I;  and,  in  evidence  ttntt  if  #Mr ' 
esteemed  to  be  such,  two  editors  of  papers  in  the  o^ntjr  of* 
Sussex  had  lately  been  subjected  to  six  months  imjltfj^>i 
ntent  for  a  similar  ofience.     It  might  be  asJLed,  why  in  such 
circumstances,  bring  in  this  bill  ?  Hi^  answer  was — beealhse 
the  law  was  not  sufficiently  known.     It  had  been  his  mi»- 
fcirtune  to  be  counsel  in  two  cases  in  which  e^HO^aints  of 
this  uatare  had  been  made  to  and  felt  by  him.     The  case 
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f>f  Col.  Despai^j  9iid  the  more  recent  one  of  Patch.  la 
both  of  these  ciuies  il  was  submitted  to  him,  in  what  waj  re^ 
rirass..  could  be  procured  for  the  injury  under  which  the 
party  was  supposed  to  labour.  His  answer  was,  as  it  would, 
unquestionably  be  in  any  other  case  of  the  kind, — ^It  was 
impossible  that  any  redress  could  be  procured  without  in- 
creasing the  ocKutA  aild  suspicion  which  formerly  existed 
against  them.  The  aftloraeybgeneraV,  as  the  case  now  stood^ 
could  not  properly  complain,*  the  law  on  this  point  not 
being  sufficiently  explioitw  -  Neither  he,  nor  tne  partj 
likiely  to  become  the  Victim  of  this  suspicion,  being  in  a 
capacity  to  com^dain,  tho  question  was,  Who  could  I 
-the  learned  serjeant^s  object  was,  to  give  a  penalty  of  100/. 
to  any  person  who  would  prosecute  in  such  a  case';  aud^ 
as  hD  knew  the  public  to  be  so  desirous  of  hearing  stkt^- 
ments  of  this  kind,  and  proprietors  of  newspapers  inclined 
t»  Btaud  at  m  €Kpence  dr  trouble  which  tM\a  gratify  the 
pttblio  curiosity,  he  propo^  conferring  a  power  of  punislh* 
1^  a  TidbtioQ  of  the  aot  by  im^isonmentt  Not^nly  lii^ere 
fxofse^dmg^  before* magistrates,  in  cases  of  felony,  improper 
subjecis  prematu^ly  to  meet  the  public  eye,  but  there  were 
aba  castes  i^phioh  occurred  in  th^  courts  in  Westmiuster^hall, 
t^whieh  i^^i^  bis  meaning  that  the  present  bill  shpidd  ex^ 
tend,  land  whioh  he  conceived  to  be  equally  Improper  ai  e4 
pWFl€  $tatementst  These  were  motions  for  criminal  ifkfor^ 
rn^Hooa^  Sutfh  applications  proceeded  merely  on  at&davita 
OB  Qoe  side;  and. the  facts,  as  appearing  on  the  face  of 
tbom^  Viary  frequently  on  proceeding  to  trial,  turned  out 
q^itQ  otherwise.  It  was,  in  such  cases,  highly  improper 
fliatlh^  observations  of  the  judges  on  those  ex  parte  and 
IMkwiwt'stalenientsr  should  be  read  by  persons  called  on^ 
probably,  afterwards,  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the  casei 
and  who  tJtereby  ran^every  risk  of  having  their  senitments 
to  rthe  subject  per verted»  Hi^bill,  therefenre,  went  to.  re- 
fltraia  the  publishing  in  newspaper»,  not  only  of  cases  of 
fidoii7  b«9ore  magistrates,  but  of  criminal  informations 
BdoTM  for  ia  Westminster-hall,  thereby  preventing  the 
itatsmcntof  the  one  party  from  meeting  the  public  eye  till 
the  caM  should  fairly  come  before  a  judge  and  jury..  He 
accordingly  concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
'  bill  to  prevent  the  publishing  in  newspapers  of  all  ex  partt 
and  interioctttory  Criminal  proceeding's. 
*  This  motion  was  secotided  by  IVIr.  D.  Erskine  (son  of  the 
lord  ch^icellor),  andleuvc  was  given  accordingly. 
Vol.  I.  1803.6.  4  X    .  A  gen. 
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A  gentleman  from  the  Irish  treasury  f presented  aii  ac* 
count  of  sums  paid  from  the  civil  list,  in  Ireland,  for  tbe 
last  year,  ia  cocuiequcnce  of  addresses  from  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  Giles  moved,  that  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Lordsf 
ii  ith  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  witness^  to  be  adduced  for 
substantiatin£^  the  charges  against  Henry  Lofd  ViscQuni 
Melville,  and  requesting  of  the  Lords  to  issue  their  sum* 
luons  to  such  tvitnesses  for  their  attendance  on  the  said  trial, 
on  Tuesday,  the  29th  instant.  .  Ordered. 
/  A  message  was  afterwards  received fro(n  tbeLords,  staliM 
ihai  they  had  received  a  message  fx:om  the  Coodmons^  and 
had  ordered  the  necessary  summoi!kses  to  be  issued  for  the  at* 
tendance  of  the  witnesses,  and  also  for  bringing  with  them, 
and  producing  the  papers,  booksy  and  accounti,  set  oppo* 
^ite  to  their  names. 

.    Sir  W.  Curtis  presented  a  petition  from  oertmn  omrnen 
of  Afrkxin  traders  against  the  slave  bill. 
.    The  Irish  bank  note  bill,  and  the  three  niillions  exdK- 
quer  bills  bill,  and  the  Irish  house  duty  bill,  were  lead  a 
^cond  time,  and  coi^mitted  for  Monday. 

Mr.  Golding  gave  notice  that  he  should^,  on  Monday, 
move  that  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  court  of  dkeclon 
yf  the  East  India  Company,  of  Sept.  14,  1803,  and  oilier 
papers  relative  to  India,  previous  to  Lord  WeUedey's  de- 
parture for  that  country,  be  added  to  those  already  before 
the  House. 

/Tlie  rc-commitment  of  the  property  tax  bill  was.4is* 
ciiiirged,  and  ordered  to  stand  for  Wednesday  nest*-  ^ 
;  The  inspector-general  of  exports  and  imports  pr^^ented 
an  accouiit  of  wine  imported  la&t  year,  whick  wiis.avdc«cd 
to  be  printed.  •        i  « . 

]  On  the  motion  of  the  secretary  at  war^  tlieie-waQtQ^nJoied 
to  be  laid  rbefore  the  House  an  account  of  the.  njaoibor  of 
men  of  regular  forces,  uiilitia,  and  fencibles,  .enlisted  for 
tha  service  of  (Jrcait  Britain,  from  the  t^dth  of  S^pt^sd^er 
1771  to  20th  Scjptember  1^00,  distinguishing  eaq^^;>4inr. 
This  he  movrxl  tor,  in  order  to  shew  ilic  nmnbcr(«f  men 
which  bad  then  enlisted  for  a  limited  number  of  y^an»«  He 
then  brought  up  the  account,  which  was  ordered  lobe 
printed. 

On  tlic  motion  of  Mr.  Hawthorn,  there*  was  ordared  to 
l>c  laid  before  the  House  a  return  of  the  number  o(  effec- 
tive men  in  the  service  of  Gi^t  Uritain  on  the  1st  of  Ja- 
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nuary  1803,  4,  5,  ancl.S/and  1st  of  March  1806,'  respec- 
tively, distinguishing  each  corps,  so  far  as  tha  same  caa 
be  made  up.  ,  ' 

The  longitude  bill  and  witnesses  bill  were  reported,  and- 
ordered  to  be  rwtd  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  tea  doty  bHI  was  committed,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
jiorted  on  Monday. 

INDIA. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Paull,  two,  several  orders  of  Ihe 
House  of  the  7th  and  i 71  h  March,  1805,  were  read;  the 
i^mer,  ordering  th'c  production  of  certain  papers  relative  to 
BhuTtpore,  and  the  latter  to  Surat;  and  the  papers  oon-t 
tained  in  them,  were,  after  ^On^e  observations  from  Mr. 
Addington  and  Mr.  Grant,  ordered  to  be  produced  forth- 
with. 

'  'Sfr  Arthur  Welksley  wished  that  Mr.  Paull  would  be 
so  kind  as  to  explain  the  nature  of  his  charge  against  Lord 
Welleslfey. 

Mr.  Paull  answered,  that  the  charge  he  should  on 
l^uesday  submit  against  him  was,  for  havipg  abused  the 
ptiblic  money  and  applied  the  same  to  his  own  use  and 
splendour,  against  an  act  of  Parliament.  He  was  pro- 
ceeding to  quote  from  a  printed  report,  a  similar  case 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Burke,  when  he  Tvas  called  td 
oWer  by  Lord  Temple. 

Mr.  Paull  then  proceeded  to  make  his  promised  motira 
fer  papeiB  relative  to  the  Rajah  of  Furruckabad.  He  en- 
tered ihto  the  history  of  tlie  connection  betw^n  that  prince 
and  the  Eilst  India  Company,  from  the  treaty  concluded 
Mween  them  in  the  year  1799,  ailenvards  guaranteed  by^ 
that  company,  and  by  which  the  Rajah  agreed  to  pay  a 
ce'riain  part  of  his  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Britisif 
(todpff,  till  the  mission  of  Mr.  H.  Wdlesley,  when  that 
tribute  was,  without  any  just  reason,  gre^Oy  increased^ 
lihd,  by  sbe\iing  the  disapprobation  of  the  court  of  di-i' 
rectors  to  that  measure,  argued  that  he  tad  t]he  testimony 
of  93  honest  men,  whose  conduct  derived  additional  credit 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  expressed  in  oppositioQ 
tb  their  own  interest,  in  support  of  the  plea  which  he  should 
ground  on  thejpapers  which  he  should  now  call  for.  After 
entering  largely  Into  the  subject,  and  reading  a  great 
mairy  extracts  from  speeches  of  Mr.  Burke  and  of  Mr.  Fran«p 
ViSp  ia  support  of  his  motion,  he  concluded  by  moving, 
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that  Uiere  be  laid  before  the  Hoiuea  copy  of  the  tieatj  be* 
tween  Asoph  ulDoolah,  Nabob  of  Furruckabad,  and  tho 
Bast  India  Company ,  afterwards  guaranteed  by  his  Majesty 
kioouncil« 

jLori  Castleteagh  would  not  enter  on  the  merits  of  the 
vnbject  now,  but  with  regard  to  the  dispatch  for  which 
he  had  cRlled,  though  signed  by  the  members  of  the  se^ 
cxet  committee,  it  was  in  fact,  and  was  understood  to  be, 
that  of  the  board  of  controlil.  The  directors  might  ofier 
a  dispatch  which  mi^ht  be  approved  of  by  the  secret  com^ 
mittee,  but  the  boara  had  the  power  oi*  altering  it,  and  the 
members  of  the  secret  committee  were  obliged  ex  officio  ta 
sign  it  thus  altered.  The  commissioners  then  were  alone. 
SBsppnsible,  and  be  was  prepared  to  justify  them  at  the 
proper  time. 

Mr.  Paull  and  Lord  Castlereagh  mutually  explained. 

Mr.  Jddhtgton  said,  that  tte  hon:  gentleman  might 
have  saved  himself  much  trouble,  and  the  House  a  good, 
deal  of  time,  had  be  merely  moved  for  the  papers  in  qi|es« 
tipn,  without  entering  into  such  a  long  preliminary  deiail 
on  the  subject.  He  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to  oppose  the 
production  of  the  papers;  neither  should  he  say  one  word 
on  the  subject  of  the  charges  that  had  been  advanced.  He 
should  only  request  the  House  to  keep  themselves  freofroia 
every  bias  that  mi^t  be  produced  by  what  had  been  said, 
and  to  sacrifice  some  time  in  investigating  the  doGumeafa 
BOW  moved  for. 

Mr*  W.  Kewt  thought,  that  in  the  managraieat  of  an 
immense  empire  like  India,  it  was  possible  that  a  gover- 
nor-general might,  for  the  salvation  of  the  country,  be 
obliged^  in  some  instance  or  another,  to  violate  the  sM^ict 
letter  oi  the  law,  and  yet  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  couu^ 
trv.  He  had  himself  been  thirty-eight  years  a  member 
ot  Parliament,  and  had  hieard  almost  every  thing  that 
had  been  said  in  that  House  upon  the  affairs  of  India,  and 
had  read  all  the  documents  th^t  had  beeA  printed,  and  he 
thought  that  no  member  was  qualified  to  vote  a  censure  oa 
the  govsemoTigeiiend  for  any  particular  transaction,  withn 
eut  having  studied  ver^  much  in  detail  the  whole  system  of 
file  Indian  administration,  and  the  various  treaties  which 
Were  contracted  with  the  native .  powers,  and  also  the 
manner  in  which  those  tfeaties  were  observ^  by  the  native 
powers. 

JU^.  Frands  said,  that  the  particular  2|ppeal  ^lade.  tQ 

him. 
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him,  justified  Ixim  in  saying  a  few  words.  As  to  the  powers 
of  the  commissioners  .of  conlroul)  and  the  court  of  direc- 
tors^ he  had,  ^vhen  the  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  in 
1784,  by  Mr.  Dundas,  particularly  reprobated  the  absur* 
Bity  ana  inconsistency  which^  even  according  to  the  present 
statement  of  ilic  noble  lord  (Castlcreagh),  it  clearly  in- 
volved.    He  was  not  talking  of  the  law  as  it  was  now,  but 
only  montlonbig  what  opinion  he  had  given,  when  it  was  H 
bill.  What  didit  enaqt  ?  Why,  that  the  ostensible  power 
should  be  first  in  twenty-four  directors,  next  in  three  per^ 
sons  chosen  from  these  as  a  secret  committee,  but  that  in 
fact  it  should  be  in  neither.  A  controul  might  be  necessary, 
and  it  might  perhaps  be  proper  sometimes  to  supersede  the 
orders  of  the  directors,  but  the  absurdity  was,  that  the  se« 
cret  committee,  after  giving  one  dispatch  as  that  wJiich 
they  approved,  might  afterwards  be  compelled  to  sign  onii^ 
diametrically  the  reverse,  and  onci  which  they  abhorred. 
As  to  their  protests,  these  were  not  known,  and  their 
atifhority  was  thus  given  to  measures,  of  which,  in  the 
most  positive  manner,  they  disapproved   [hear!  hear.  .Q 
Hence  the  ruinous  situation  to  which  our  India, possessions 
were  reduced,  and  the  degradation  of  the  court  of  direjc^ 
tors.     Now,  as  to  the  appeal  to  him,  if  he  wished  to  be 
silent  he  might  do  as  the  hon«  gentleman  did  to  whoni 
he  formerly  alluded  (Mr.  Sheridan),  that  is,  stay  away 
while  his  duty  required  he  should  be  present.     [The 
Si^eaker  here  said,  that  it  was  irregular  to  bring  chargef 
against  a  member  who  was  absent,  j    Mr.  Francis^  in  con* 
tinuation,  observed,  that  he  had  only  said  that  the  gen* 
tlcrmau  alluded  to  staid  away,  but  he  believed  his  opimons 
remkined  unaltered,  and  he  would  surely  comesome  time  to 
support  them.     When  the  honourable  genUenian  (Mr, 
Paull)  consulted  him  about  this  business,  he  had  rather 
discouraged  him  from  going  on  with  it.     It  would  do  him 
no  got^d,  but  if  be  was  satisfied  with  that  re^vard  which 
every  tionChf  mind  must  feel  in  doing  his  daty,  he  would 
have  that  and  no  other.     He  would  experience  desertion  ; 
perhaps  he  could  not  say  desertion,  as  iie^had  not  been  en-i 
couraged ;  but  he  would  not  be  supported.    As  to  his  own 
speech,  it  would  not  become  him  to  say  any  thing  in  praise 
of  it,  but  the  more  he  thought  on  the  subject  the  more  he 
believed  what  he  there  stated  to  be  true,  and  he  confessed 
that  it  contained  cliarges  of  a  y^ry  high  nature.     His 
fight  honourable  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Fox)  had  approv^ 
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•  of  it,  and  he  indeed  had  behaved  to  him  in  the  most  liberal 
manner.  It  might  be  asked,  yfhy  he  did  not  proceed  upon 
these  charges :  that  was  not  bis  object.  His  design  uras,  to 
have  Lord  vVellesley  recalled  and  another  system  adopted, 
but  he  at  the  same  time  thoiight  that  there  were  efficient 
l^rounds  of  impeachment  against  that  nobleman.  His  ob- 
ject was  in  some  measure  answered,  when  Lord  Comwallii 
was  sent  to  India,  and  as  to  the  iropeadiment  of  Locd 
WcUcslcy,  he  did  not  jJrocecd  with  that,  partly  beoause 
he  was  not  equal  to  such  a  task,  and  partly  because  he  had 
little  hopes  of  having  cflScient  support., 

Mr.  Secretarj/  Fox  begged  leaVe  to  trouble  tbe  Hoiistf 
with  a  few  words,  in  answer  to  what  had  fallen  from  his 
honourable  friend.    His  honourable  friend  near  him  seem- 
ed to  hint,  that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  and  others  who  agreed  with 
liim,  had,  in  opposition  to  their  former  conduct,  wi&bcSd 
tp  disparage  this  proceeding,  and  to  throw  obstacles  in  tie 
way.     There  was  not  tlie  smallest  foundation  for  snch^stis- 
})icions,  nor  were  there  any  gtounds  whatever  for  anraii^- 
uig  his  conduct  on  that  head.     As  to  the  speech  of  his  ho- 
nourable friend  (Mr.  Francis),  he  had  undoubtedly  said 
that  it  was  unanswerable ;  not  meaning  to  make  this  broad 
assertion  absolutely,  but  because,  in  tact,  no  attempt  had 
ever  been  made  to  answer  it.     He  approved  of  it  certainly, 
altogether^  and  partly,  perhaps,  for  this  reason  omopg 
others,  that  there  his  honourable  friend  had  professed  to 
drop  all  idea  of  proceeding  to  an  impeachment.  '  Yet  it 
was  rather  hard  that  he  should  think  it  incumbent  on  those 
who  thought  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Uame  sone* 
where,  and  that  a  bad  system  had  been   puisoed^  to 
support  an  impeachment  or  any  motion  for  criminal  pio- 
cccdings.     He  totally  disclaimed  any  such  idea.  It  m^t 
happen  that  a  person  might  disapprove  a  bad  ^'steni  with* 
out  being  comniilted  to  support  a  criminal  charge.  When 
a  bad  system  o{  government  prevailed,  the  best  mode  of 
romedying  this  was  not,  in  general,  by  impeachinfic  an  in- 
dividual.    The  object  was,  to  remove  the  person  who  car- 
ried on  such  a  sj'stem,  and  to  take  care  that  none  such 
jihould  be  acted  upon  in  fiiturc;'  and,  this  being  obtained^ 
it  might  often  be  inexpedient  to  carry'the  matter  an^  far- 
ther.   But,  at  the  salmc  time,  there  might  be  particular 
acts,  of  so  enormous  a  kind -as  to  call  for  impeadtment* 
This  he  did  not  mean  todbny.  Bnt  he'and  his  honoarsble 
friend  had  a  great  deal  of  experience  on  this  subject.  This 
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vas  certainly  not  a  proper  tune  for  inquiry.  Ih  (Mr.  Fox) 
aded  as  he  fiomnd  it  necessary  to  do  with  respect  to  systems' 
in  Europe.  About  thesc.s}*$tems  there  might  be,  and,  no' 
doubt,  theve  often  was,  a  gieat  deal  of  ^rror  in  judgment. 
|Ie  might  diaappvoTe  of^  and  strongly  opposcf,  those ;  and, 
if  he  could  accomplish  his  object,  irhich  was  the  destruo4 
tion  of  these  sy^tons^  be  would  certainly  not  al trays  thitikr 
it  necessary  to  ri^ort  to  inquiries.  That  was  his  opinion 
generally,  though,  undoubtedly,  there  might  be  exceptions 
lathe  general  rule.  .  If  this  rule  was  proper  with  respect  to 
aU  esecutlve  government,  it  was  particularly  so  with  re*'  , 

Srd  to  India.  Now,  that  he  ought  to  brin^  a  regular 
arge  in  all  instances  where  Jic  dLsapproved  of  a  particu- 
lar system  of  ckmduct,  was  a  conclusion  to  which  he  could^ 
by  no  means  assent.  Impeachment  was  a  bad^4pde  of 
^oceeding,  except  in  particular  cases;  and  ceftainly  ilf 
ivas  not  adTiseabie  to  adopt  it  with  reg^ardto  a  governor* 
general  of  India  merely  on  account  of  his,  system.  Oner 
httoowraUe  gentleman  had  said,  that  all  these  papers  ought 
to  be  esDamined  by  every  member  of  this  House,  before  ho 
toled  on  this  question.  This,'  perhaps,  might,  when  they 
were  very  voluminous,  be,  in  some  instances,  iacompati* 
laAe  with  other  duties ;  but  he  bcdievcd  that  in  cases  where 
the  neoessitv  was  not  great,  it  was  possible  that  siich 
charges  mignt  be  brought  forward  rather  with  a  view  to  the 
ropularity  which  they  might  acquire,  than*  from  any 
uopes  of  ultimate  success.  He  had  approved  highly  of 
}iis  honoumble  friend's  speech,'  and  the  more  so  as  he  had 
difeclmmed  any  idea  of  a  charge  of  impeachment.  .  He  did 
Mt.say  tJbat  impeachment  ought  in  all  cases  to  be  aban- 
dpned  r  but  be  really  was  of  opinion,  that  if  it  were  often 
to  be  rasorted  to,  it  would,  from  its  difficulties,  be  soon 
^ven  up  in  despair,  and  impunity  might  thus  be  pubcured 
rar  aknost  all  sorts  of  crimes,  and  misdemeanors  commit-. 
Mdhyn  governor-general  of  India.  As  to  desertion,  he 
oertainly  could  not  be  said  to  desert  a  person  whom  he  .had 
never  encouraged,  but,  since  the  trial  of  Mr.  liastini^, 
they  might  say  if  they  pleased,  that  he  shrunk  from  India 
impeadinient<),  or  flew  froni  them,  or  any  wor.-e  term. 
Qiight  be  used,  if  a  worse  could  be  found.  To  this  ^he 
would  make  no  answer.  But  so  far  was  he  from  deserving 
the  insinuation  which  had  been  thrown  out  against  him,  of 
having* altered  his  opinion  with  his  situation,  that  tka  <>aly 
Wifioa  ^hy  he  wa;i  prrsent  at  this  debate  at  all,  was,  the 
i  very 
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tended  these  discussions  before,,  since  Mr.  ifastia^'s 
]icaclii]ieaL    Hehad,  indeed,  attended  at  the  |delnrerao<?e 
of  the  speech  of  his  honourable  friend,   bat  that  unm 
merely  a  mattor  of  favour  to  him.    It  wm  now'his  iaiy^ 
howeter,  to  attend  to  all.  these  dtscussiiUBs*   It  was,  mdatA^ 
the  duty  of  every  member  |of(parliaiiiont^  but  in  a  pecii^ 
liar  mannec  that  of  a  persdn  in  bis  6itnal^>  and  if  lie  did 
not  4o  it,  his  conduct  mi^ht  be  iiaUe  to  tb»  mani  cfi 
stmction;    He  did  attend,   tiierefore,  .a^  ideiitiBaL  Ins 
opinion  mth  more  freedom -than  he  would  othex^l7ito>kanB9 
done,  for  then  he  would  probably  ha^e  siaid  amhing:  ^Tk^ 
konoorablc  geutlcman  (Mr.  Paull)'had  given  notteeof  41 
chargctiJt^liich  he  intended  to  brings  forward  on  ToesdafU 
He  womd,  in  the  interval,  acquaint  himstlf  with  thf^au^ 
ject,^  as'ftr  as  lay  in  his  power,  aiidgivehk  opiflMnJOf 
what  was  the  most  proper  mode  of  piooeedinf ;     ifo  iMNi 
nad  a  great  deal  from  the  debates  that  4oaik  plue  tdatiiii 
to  ihe  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  was  in  his  opmioic^vcp^ 
properly  called  to  order  by  his  nt)%le£riend  (Teaiplo)J.fM 
md  looked  very  little  into  these  debates,  bntwhathevlMd 
aaen  of  them  was  exceedingly  inaccurate,  and  oAlfti  tJto 
rery  reverse  of  what  had  l^en  6aid.     The  mode  of  pW^ 
ceeding,  by  bringing  charge  after  ckarj^e,  badbeen^.ii|id|l 
the  whole,  the  mode  which  Mr.  Burke  himself,  and  otMnj 
thought  oest  on  the  impeachment  of  Mri  UaMings.     If 
that  mo^e  was  the  best,  in  the  jpi^^sent  instince  it  miglit  ta 
adopted,    fiat  while  he  spoke  of  the  most  proper  nnkiey 
it  mast  not  be  therefore  understood  that  he.  agreed  mtiMP 
propriety  of  impeachment  at  all.  As  to  fats  opimoo^iw  dM 
not  see  why  he  was  to  be  soi  much  distrusted  beoamerHedM^ 
iKit  on  ev^ry  occasion  volunteer  bis  notions.     It  wasMi^ 
difficult  to  proceed  properly  in  acrinvoialcasebefninte 
House,  as  no  honest  man  would  wish  in  such  an  afiul*  fa 
use  any  other  influence-  except  what  mightte  derived  ttMf 
his  aiguraent ;  and,  if  this  was  the  caso^  waa.rt  ni»(}betto» 
to  wait  till  the  whole  matter  was  before  the  House,  than  tm 
sound  a  trumpet  in  er^tf  stage  of  the  business  ?  This  ccr^ 
tainly  womU  not  behis  conduct,  nor  could  itbe  the  wish  of 
any  one  who  was  anxious  only  that  substantial  jMtico 
should  bedcme. 

Mr^  Francis  and  Mr.  Fox  mutually  explained. 

Mr*  -PoiiUsBid  a  few  words  relative  to  hfe  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding,  and  expressed  kia  thanka  to  the  ligbl  honouiablo 

secretary 
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tecTCt^ry,  for  the  candid  and  liberal  manner  in  wliiclj  hf 
had  conducted  himself.    It  was  what  England  expect/^ 

<rf  him:  *  ,  '  '         , 

Mr.  AMngkmyfhhed  to  know  whether  the  honourabk 
gtfitlcman  .meant  on  Tucsdaj  to  move  for  any  documents  tp 
sabstantiatchificUai^*  /      .     . 

Mr.  PauU  lepUed,  that  he  would  proceed  according  t(> 
Ikf  pyeoedeRifletbjrlMlr.  Burke,  but 'die  Ilousf  would  havi^ 
io.  oecidq^  whether  there,  was  in  the  ^cbatTjge^any  good 
gDOnndsfoiimpeachm^nt  at  all*  '  .    ,  , 

\fifri  Grant  X09IR,  in  conseauence  of-wJiatJiadbuen  s^i^ 
febtiti  veto  the  powers  of  the  airectors,  and  contended  th^t^ 
Vi  general  cases,  their  opinions  r^ulatcd  the  alTairs  .of 
limsL*  He  highly,  apptoved  of  a  system  of  checks^  andl 
IheipiEcseiU  Inuian  government  was  one. .  At  tUp  sam^  tifi^ 
lieinou^ht  that  a  way  should  be  found,  by  which,  whpii 
the  diiierent  powers  disagreed^  their  opinions  might  lif 
l^iWI^t  U>  a  public  hearing. 
Mr.  Francis  ^plained, ' 

Mh\  Johnstottt  contended  that  the  directors  had  not,  la 
fny  affiiirs  .of  consequence,  .the  management,  o^  India. 
W  ithin  the  last  three  years,  they  bad  been  otei;|rule|^  iu  tl^t 
Maliralta  war,  the  afiair  ofOudeji  and  tlie  treaty  with  tb« 
Nizam.  His  opinions  were  unchanged.  He  disapproved 
the  system,  but  thought  no  good  could  be  done  by  an  ^xr^^ 
peachment. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  that  he  had  fallen  npder  the  censure  of 
Jus  honourable  friend  for  not  attending ;  but,  however,  h0 
would  now  inform  him,  that  part  of  the  time  in  which  hf 
^as  absent  had  been  spent  in  receiving  assurances  from  hi^ 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Sheridan)  that  ne  would  ftttend  theji  j 
discussions  for  the  future  as  he  himself  meant  to  do. 

The  other  papeis,  all  consisting  of  negotiations  carried 
on  with  the  Kajah  of  Fiirruckabad,  were  tbcn^inoved  iox^ 
^nd  ordered  to  be  produced. 

SLAVE   TRADE. 

On  the  motion  of  the  attorney-^genera),  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  foreign  colony  slave*trad^  bill, 

General  Tarleton  solicited  a  very  short  delay,  which  was 
assented  to  on  the  part  of  the  attorney-general  and  Mr^ 

General  Gascoigne,  however jr  disapproved  of  the  prin-* 

€iple  of  the  bill  altogether,    and  asked  whether  counsel 

ToL.  I.  1805-6-  4  Y  might 
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iniormpn  oy  lue  opeaKcr  inax  incy  mi^t;.- 

Sir  WiUiajjii  Youn;^  approved  of  tte  principle  of  fbQ 
WWj  which  he  considered  as  a  boon  to  u^  West  India 
'inerchants,  and  stated  that  lie  bad  been  at  a  nnmerotti 

meellng  of  London  merchants,   where  a  majority  had 

agreed  with  hfm. 

General  Grascoigne  again  rose,  and  was  called  to  order 
*by  Mr-  Wflbertbrce ;  \mt  being  infornjed  by  the  Speaker 

that  he  was  in  ordci*)  he  proceeded  to  state  (hat,  in  hisepi* 
-nion,  this  bill  was  a  scheme  indirectty  to'abolish  the  slave 

irade,  whic^  coijld  n6t  be  done  iq  ai^  qpen  and  dnect 
•ihanner.  * 

*  Sir  Waiiam  Ciiriis  fhought  fheslaye  trade  an  evil  thit 
^^cmiW  hot  be  remedied,  but  he  never  purchased  a  slare  bini'. 

pelf:    JFIe  heard  nothing  of  the  meetipg  of  merchants  ad- 

Vcrfed  io  by  the  bonoifrable  baronet. 

Mr.  I^rooke  approved  the  principle  of  the  bill,  wkieli  he 

^nsidercd  as  beneficial  to  the  West  India  merchants. 
'     After  a  few  more  words  from  General  Tarleton,  Sir  Wm* 

Young,  and  the  attorney-general^  the  bill  was  rend  a  se^ 
-concT  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Mondav. 
;     T^he'other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  disposed  of.    ' 
'     Adjourned  till  Monday.        '.'  •       ' 


D^D  OFTIIEJIRST  VOLUME,'  I803;|k 


-    1.  Oilltt/  t'iinlerj  Wild  Court,  LincolaVlmi-lrittid«.' 
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